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This  souree  book  contains  a  series  of  operations  reports  made  within  a  few 
clays  after  the  occurrences  noted,  by  commanders  concerned  from  the  Division 
to  include  the  platoons;  and  the  Field  Orders  issued,  with  messages  sen 
from  and  received  by  Division  Headquarters. 

Tli**  reports  were  written   in  the  atmosphere  of  war,  al   ;i  lime  when  the 
writers  bad  just  concluded  one  offensive  operation  and  were  preparing  to  en 
tor  another. 

W.  3.  BOWEN, 

Maj  i  -t  Art Lllery  < lorps. 


COMPOSITION  OF  29th  DIVISION 


Units 


Approximate 
Authorized  Strength 


Division  Headquarters 

2  Brigades 

Brigade  Headquarters 

Machine  Gun  Battalit  n   (4  Cos) 

2   Infantry    Regiments    (each) 

Headquarters 

Machine  Gun  Company   (12  guns  in  3 

platoons) 

Supply  Company 

3    Battalions,   each 

4   Rifle  Companies  per  Battalion, 
each:   4  Platoons.   1   Plat 

3  Field  Artillery  Brigade 

Brigade   Headquarters 

2  Regiments  75  's,   (each ) 

1  Regiment   155  's.   

1  Trench     Mortar    Battery 

1    Motorized    Machine    Gun    Battalion    (Divl; 

2  Cos) 

1   Engineer  Regiment 

1  Air  Squadron    (attached) 

1   Held  Signal  Battalion 

Train    Hq.    and    MP 

Ammunition    Train 

Supply  Train 

Engineer   Train 

Sanitary   Train 

AGGREGATE 


0 

E.  M. 

Total 

54 

250 

304 

524 

16,426 

16,950 

5 

20 

25 

27 

732 

759 

110 

3,720 

3  834 

7 

336 

3  43 

6 

172 

178 

6 

164 

170 

27 

1,000 

1,027 

1 

53 

59 

205 

4,683 

4,887 

12 

(57 

79 

62 

1 ,503 

1,565 

63 

1,727 

1,790 

3 

181 

181 

16 

379 

395 

r,i 

1,6-4  6 

1,697 

43 

186 

229 

15 

473 

488 

14 

255 

269 

38 

1.295 

1,333 

10 

254 

264 

2 

82 

84 

51 

900 

951 

1.022 

26.893 

27.915 

ROADSPACES: 

Troops  with  combal   and  field  trains:  21.9  miles. 

Troops    with    combat,    field    and    division    trains:    29.4    miles. 

1   Infantry   Regiment   with  field  and  combat  trains:   3870  yards. 

1    Battalion   with  combat  train:   645  yards. 

1  Battalion  with  combat  train  and  wS  li  MG  Co.  attached:  1075  yards. 
1    Regiment  75 'a  with  field  and  combat  trains:   4'.\~)~)  yards. 

1   Battalion  with  combal  train:   1650  yards, 
1  Battalion  less  combal   train:  905  yards. 

It   may  be   assumed   without    material   err   r   that   organizations   of   the   Divi- 
sion wore  on  October  7th  at   75$   of  their  authorized  strength. 


-MAJOR   GENERAL   CHARLES   G.   MORTON'S   REPORT 

OF  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  29th  DIVISION 

ON  THE  COTES  de  MEUSE, 

OCTOBER  8-29,  1918. 

To  the  west  of  the  METJSE,  the  I,  V  and  III  Corps  of  the  First  Ameri- 
can Army  successfully  continuing  their  attacks  commenced  on  the  26th  of 
September,  had  advanced  to  within  two  kilometers  of  BRIEULLE:  From 
here  the  line  followed  the  left  bank  of  the  MEUSE,  crossing  the  river  about 
one-half  kilometer  south  of  CONS E! WOVE  and  extending  due  east. 

The  SAMOGNErX-FRHSNES-EN-WOEVRE  front  to  the  east  cf  the 
METJSE  was  held  by  three  divisions  of  the  XVII  Corps  (French),  forming  a 
I  art  of  the   1st  American  Army. 

The  29th  Division,  released  as  Army  Reserve  on  October  8d,  and  the  158th 
F.A.  Brigade,  attached,  marched  to  the  vicinity  of  YERIH'N  on  October  -Jth; 
frrm  here  they  were  to  advance  into  the  action,  commencing  with  an  attack 
(ii  the  morning  ot  the  8th  of  October. 

Serving   under  the    XVII    Corps   in    conjunction    with    the  33d    Division    C.S., 

on  our  left  arid  the  18th  ( French;,  our  plan  of  action  &S  formulate, 1  l.v  the 
Corps  was  as   follows: 

Aim  of  the  offensive  action: 

"An  attack  to  gain  possession  of  the  heights  of  the  MEUSE,  between  the 
l  HIXTK  RIVEB  and  the  MEUSE  v.iii  take  place  on  October  8th  at  5  o'clock. 
It  will  support  the  general  action  conducted  by  tin-  American   Forces  on  the 

West    Of  the   river. " 

The  idea  of  the  maneuver  was  to  break  tin-  system  of  hostile  defense,  by 
getting  hold  of  the  large  ridges  of  the  Heights    of   the    MGBUSE    through    a 
sudden  and  powerful  attack,  at  points  which  would  permit  an  ultimate  spread 
ing  out  by  the  use  of  the  high  ground, 
Objecl  iv- 

BOI8  DE8  CAUSES;  BOIfl  DE  HAUMONT  and  OBMONT;  MAh 
BBODCKj  MOLLEVBLLE  i  ABM  and  GBANDE  MONTAGNE;  RIDGE  of 
ETBAYE6. 

Daring  the  first  part  of  the  operation  tin-  general  staff  of  the  29th  Divi 
;is  not  to  function  as  an  organ  of  command  of  the  sone  of  attack. 
After  the  conquest  of  the  norma]  objectives  and  under  the  orders  of  the  gen 
era]  commanding  the  Army  Corps,  the  general  commanding  the  20th  Division 
o  take  command  of  the  sector  allotted  the  division,  One  brigade  .-it  the 
beginning  of  the  action  was  put  .-it  the  disposal  of  the  L8th  Division  (French); 
one  brigade,  as  <-»  n  of  the  Army  Corps.    Tin-  divisional  P.C,  was  ordered 

to  VACHEBAUVJLLE. 

'i  UK  ATTACH 

A  chronological  statement  of  eventi  of  hours  and  days  follows: 
September  t4i   Division  having  moved  by  rail  from  sector  easl  of  BEL 

FOBT,  assembled  In  the  CONDE  EN-BARROI8  area,  In  army  reserve]  Division 

V.c,  CONDE. 

September  &1  :    I04th  Engineer!  attached  to  the  Vth  Corps  and  reported  a1 

AVOCOUBT,  moving  by  bus,  for  forward  road  work, 

(1) 
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September  2'.):  Division,  less  Engineers,  moved  by  night  marching  to  the 
vicinity  of  ST.  ANDRE;  P.C.,  ST.  ANDRE. 

September  SO:  Division  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  NIXEVILLE  by  night 
marching,  P.C.,  BLERCOURT. 

October  2:  Division,  less  Engineers,  relieved  from  Army  Reserve  and 
assigned  to  the  XVII  Corps  (French).  104th  Engineers  to  be  relieved  from 
(\\\\y  with  the  V  Corps  and  join  the  XVII  Corps  October  5th.  The  158th 
Field  Artillery  Brigade  relieved  from  duty  with  the  V  Corps  and  attached 
to  the  29th  Division.  Division  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  XVII  Corps 
as  a  Corps  Reserve. 

October  4:  Division  P.C.  opened  at  the  citadel  of  VERDUN.  57th  Brigade 
to  MOULIN  BRULE  by  marching.  58th  Brigade  to  FROMEREVILLE  by 
marching.     158th  Brigade,  F.A.,  to  Camp  NIXFYJLLE. 

October  .', .-  Two  Companies  of  the  104th  Engineers  attached  to  the  XVIIth 
Corps,  remainder  to  the  291  h  Division.  158th  F.A.  Brigade  placed  under 
orders  of  the  18th  Division  (French)  and  moved  into  position:  57th  Brigade 
moved  into  area  left  vacant  by  the  advance  of  the  58th  Brigade. 

October  ?;  Division  P.C.  to  ' '  P.C.  GUYXKMER"  at  VACHERAU- 
VILLE.  57th  Brigade,  as  Corps  Reserve,  moved  to  BOIS  BOURRUS  and 
DELOSINE.  58th  Brigade  marched  by  night  to  their  jump-off  position  in 
the   canal    along   SAMOGNEUX-BBABANT   road. 

October  8:  58th  Infantry  Brigade  and  158th  F.A.  Brigade,  operating 
under  the  orders  of  the  commanding  general,  18th  Division  (French),  made  a 
surprise  attack  without  artillery  preparation  at  5  o'clock.  The  29th  Division 
(less  58th  Infantry  Brigade  and  158th  F.A.  Brigade),  remained  in  Corps 
Reserve.  113th  Infantry  and  111th  M.G.  Battalion  crossed  to  the  east  of  the 
MEUSE.  114th  Infantry  remained  at  COTE  DE  L'OIE  with  the  110th  M.G. 
Battalion  west  of  RFGXEYILLE.  One  battalion  field  artillery  moved  north 
of  SAMOGNEUX. 

October  ft:  The  58th  Brigade  reorganized  and  positions  were  consolidated. 
Counter-attack  at  (>  o'clock  repulsed.  104th  Engineers  at  the  disposal  of  the 
XVII  Corps  repairing  roads. 

October  UK-  58th  Brigade  continued  its  advance  at  6  o'clock;  objectives — 
BOIS  DE  OHAT7ME,  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE  and  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM. 
57th  Brigade  placed  under  the  command  of  the  18th  Division  (French).  113th 
Infantry  and  111th  M.G.  Battalion  detached  from  the  brigade  and  placed  on 
the  right  of  the  58th  Brigade  in  line,  attacked  at  11  o'clock,  under  orders  from 
the  18th  Division  (French),  RAVINE  DE. MOLLEVILLE,  BOIS  DE  CHENE 
and  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE.  114th  Infantry  and  110th  M.G.  Battalion  moved 
to  the  east  bnnk  of  the  MELTSE  by  night  march. 

October  1 1 :  The  command  of  the  58th  Brigade  and  158th  F.A.  Brigade 
passed  to  the  29th  Division  at  5  o'clock.  58th  Infantry  Brigade  and  158th 
F.A.  Brigade  at  (5  o'clock  attacked.  114th  Infantry  and  two  companies  of 
the  II  lih  M.G.  Battalion  moved  into  position  between  the  66th  and  77th  In- 
fantry (French),  in  preparation  for  an  attack  on  BOIS  D'ORMOXT.  One 
regiment  of  75  's  was  assigned  to  support  each  regiment. 

October  12:  114th  Infantry  and  two  companies  of  the  111th  M.G.  Bat- 
talion attacked  BOIS  D'ORMONT  from  the  south  at  7  o'clock.  Two  com- 
panies of  113th  Infantry  attacked  BOIS  D'ORMOXT  from  the  north  at  3 
o'clock.  58th  Brigade  organized  and  consolidated  the  ground  gained  the 
previous  day. 
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Oetober  IS:  Entire  line  consolidated  and  reorganized  in  preparation  for 
further  advance.  113th  Infantry  repulsed  two  counter-attacks.  114th  In- 
fantry and  two  companies  of  the  111th  M.G.  Battalion  attacked  BOIS  D'OR- 
MOXT  at  3  o  'clock. 

October  14:     Preparation   for  further   attack   was  continued. 

October  1.',:  113th  Infantry  extended  to  the  left  covering  the  right  flank 
of  and  forming  liaison  with  the  58th  Brigade  in  their  attack.  114th  Infantry 
held  the  line  south  of  BOIS  D'ORMOXT.  58th  Brigade  attacked  at  8  o'clock 
advancing  one  kilometer  over  a  two-kilometer  front.  L58th  F.A.  Brigade 
supported  the  attack. 

October  16:  113th  Infantry  extended  line  to  the  west.  One  battalicn  of 
the  114th  Infantry  and  one  company  of  the  111th  M.G.  Battalion  relieved  by 
battalion  of  the  102d  Infantry,  2Gtb  Division  and  held  as  divisional  reserve. 
The  command  of  114th  Infantry  reverted  to  the  29th  Division.  The  58th 
Brigade  at  9:30  attacked  and  captured  GBANDE  MONTAGNE. 

October  > ,  :     The  entire  position  organized. 

October  IS:  Two  battalions  of  the  L13th  Infantry  and  the  remainder  of 
tie4    111th    M.G.    Battalion    and    114th    Infantry    moved    to    the    rear    area    and 

placed  under  the  command  of  the  29th  Division  as  divisional  reserve. 

October  19:  57th  Brigade,  with  the  exception  of  <  lie  battalion,  was  located 
a  few  kilometers  behind  the  lines  in  order  to  reorganize  and  pre;  are  for 
further   action. 

October  I0t  21,  22:     Preparation   for  attack  continued. 

October  SS:  At  6:15,  U3th  and  L16th  Infantry  made  .-in  attack  to  the 
east,  preceded  by  an  artillery  preparation  of  forty-five  minutes,  capturing  the 
ridge  D'KTRA VKS.  ii'tf,  [nfantry  made  a  covering  attack  to  the  North. 
lioth  \\.<r.  Battalion  fired  a  forty-five  minute  preparation  tor  the  attack. 
I  nth  M.G.  Battalion  firt><\  a  covering  barrage  during  the  attack.  308th 
Trench  Mortar  Battery  executed  tire  of  destruction  preparatory  to  the  attack. 
1 1 4th  Infantry  remained  as  divisional  reserve. 

October  21 ;     113th   [nfantry  repulsed  a  counter-attach  ;■*   <">  o'clock, 

Oetober  toi     lMth  infantry,  two  companies  of  the   Lllth  VUk*  Battalion 

relieve. I    the    ll.'ith    Jnf;.ntry    in    the   line,   the   iafter    being   sent    back    to   the   divi 
sion    reserve.      Two    companies    of    the     Moth    Infantry    were    relieved    by    l  1 ; ', 1 1 1 

[nfantry.     104th  Engineers  engaged  In  strengthening  captured  positions. 

October    ?6t   2,:      Consolidation    continued.       114th    Infantry    advanced    their 

right  flank,  keeping  in  liaison  with  tie-  20th  Division  in  their  attack  on  BOIS 
BELLEU,  from  which  they  had  been  ejected. 

October  zx,  £9:    Relieved  by  the  79th  Division  and  moved  to  the  v.w  i\ 

COUBT    are;.    \,y    bus.      Command    passed    at    !»    o'clock,    Orfnbrr    80th       L58th 

F.A.  Brigade,  relieved  from  sector  win.  the  29th  Division,  w.-iM  relieved  from 

attachment   to  20th    Division   October  28th, 

NCMMAKY 

(a)  Depth  of  advance:  7  kilometers. 

(b)  Prisoners   taken:    2148. 

(c )  Material  eaptnred  \ 

16  gone,  ranging  in  caliber  from  210  mm  to  77  mm. 

2820  small  arms. 
.">  trench  mortars. 
250  heavy  and   light  machine  guns, 


*  29TH  DIVISION 

2   Minnenwerfers. 

2  Granatenwerfers. 

7o00  rtunds  artillery  ammunition. 

50,000   rounds   machine  gun  ammunition. 

Large   quantities   of   munitions   of   all   kinds,   of   engineer  equipment. 

and  of  signal  apparatus. 
500  round  light  Minnenwerfer  ammunition. 
1  artillery  escort  wagon. 
1  set  artillery  tools. 
500  grenades. 
4  anti-tank  rifles. 
1  II.  P.A.  ammunition  dump. 
1   food  dump. 
1   small  engineer  dump. 
1  small  ammunition  dump. 
1   scissors  telesccpe. 
J   signal  lamp;   art,  with  telescope  sight. 

.Miscellaneous  machine  gun  equipment,  i.e.,  tools,  water  boxes,  etc. 
(d)   Casualties: 

Officers         Men 

Ki,,|,cl 31  585 

Severely  wounded.  29  853 

Slightly  wounded 47  1660 

Gassed 23  997 

Psychoneurosis $  jw 

Si('k 33  1278 

Missing 1  204 

Tot;i1 170  5691 

(0)  Employment  of  Machine  Guns:  Machine  guns  in  this  action  were 
used  very  effectively  in  most  cases.  In  certain  instances,  however,  their 
personnel  and  equipment  were  subjected  to  unnecessary  IcSSCS  due  to  the  fact 
Hint  the  companies  were  taken  over  the  top  in  their  entirety  with  the  In- 
fantry battalions,  the  latter  thereby  losing  the  support  of  their  direct  over- 
head fire  for  covering  the  advance. 

On   each   consolidation  of  a   position  the  machine  guns  were  generously  used 

io  protect    the   front   against  counter-attack;   in   which  capacity  they  did  ex- 
cellent work. 

The  Infantry  comm;in<lers  in  general  did  not  have  sufficient  knowledge  of 
-he  possibilities  and  limitations  of  machine  gun  barrages  ami  of  the  time  re- 
quired to  prepare  the  positions. 

In  one  advance,  two  companies  obtained  good  results  by  laying  down  a 
heavy  preparation  fire  for  forty-five  minutes  before  the  attack;  they  were 
then  withdrawn  with  practically  no  casualties.  Two  other  companies,  on  a 
line  flanking  the  advance  fired  a  heavy  rolling  barrage  as  the  attack  went 
forward,  cn  a  Strongly  defended  area.  It  greatly  aided  in  driving  the  enemy 
from  their  guns,  sixty  of  which  were  captured  practically  intact. 

Excellent  use  was  made  of  the  captured  machine  guns  by  both  infantry 
and  machine  gunners,  numerous  times  enabling  the  infantry  to  hold  the  line- 
witli  dejdeted  companies. 
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In  general  the  machine  gun  proved  a  very  effective  weapon  for  over-head 
covering  fire,   for  repulsing  counter-attack   on   consolidation,  and  for  protect 
ing  exposed  flanks. 

(f)   Employment  of  Infantry  Weapons:  37  mm  guns. 

The  37  mm  were  used  very  effectively  in  the  open  fighting  and  where 
targets  presented  themselves.  In  this  sector,  due  to  the  thick,  almost  im- 
passable woods  and  rugged  terrain,  the  advantageous  use  of  this  arm  was 
extremely  difficult.  In  every  attack  the  37  mm  platocns  were  attached  to  and 
formed  j  art  of  the  assaulting  battalions. 

Stokes  .Mortars:  Stokes  mortars  were  used  in  preparatory  fire  and  in  the 
attack  where  there  was  time  to  enable  the  commanders  to  select  battery  posi- 
tions. The  Stokes  mortar  platoons  were  attached  to  the  assaulting  battalions 
for  each  attack.  Their  use  was  handicapped  by  the  number  of  men  required 
(in  the  absence  of  transportation)  to  carry  ammunition.  The  feeling  was 
general  on  the  part  of  battalion  commanders  that  these  men  could  better  be 
need  elsewhere.  The  need  of  a  small,  light  weight  hand-curt  was  felt  through 
out  the  operation.  The  mortars  were  brbughl  into  position  u|  on  the  consolida- 
tion  of  the   lines  after   each   attack   and   used    with   effect. 

Rifle  Grenades:  In  general  there  was  a  scarcity  0f  rifle  grenades  due  to 
the  fact  the  men  had  been  carrying  them  Long  distances,  and,  not  al  this  time 
reccgnizing  their  usefulness  had  disposed  of  them  at  every  opportunity.     Bow- 

over,   within   a   few  day,  after   tin-    beaming   of   the  action,   the   troops   realized 

their  great  value  and  used  them  with  good  effect  at  every  opportunity. 

(g)    Employment  of  Auxiliary  Weapons,  Tanks,  Gas  Troops,  etc.:     Neither 

gfl      troops   nor   tanks    were   obtainable    for   QSe   «  11    our   front. 

(Uj  Artillery  Support:  The  artiilcn.  preparatory  and  covering  fire  were 
excellent  in  attack  and  their  barrages  speedily  ami  accurately  delivered  on 
th.-  defense.  The  existence  of  stringent  orders  t<>  conserve  ammunition,  in 
particular  7.",   mm   ammunition,  and   the  almost    entire   absence  of  ga    shells 

limited    the    artillery    activity    to    ;,n    extent     which    left    the    en.mv    a    u<  tumble- 

eriority.    Corps  counter-battery  work  was  ilighl  and  ineffective. 

The  fcrench  mortar  battery  did  excellent   work.     Dm-  t«.  .-.  Bhortage  «.r  artil 
iery  personnel  the  artillery  were  unable  to  accurately  observe  their  fire,  which 
necessitated  their  fire  being  directed  by  map  onryj  ;.m  a  rule  there  were  non 
commissioned  officers  attached  as  observers   to  assaulting   battalions,   bui    no 
( fileers. 

(i)   Terrain:     To  the  north  of  VERDUN   the  heights  of  the  MEUSE  1 
abruptly  from  the  river,  forming  an  uninterrupted  stretch  of  continuous  and 
irregular  gullies  and  rugged  hill-.    The  greater  part  of  t)  i  with 

heav)   woods  and  dense  underbrush,  except  where  cu1  down  by  artillery  fin-. 
The  steep,   wooded  billa  afforded  •         ent    machine  gun   po  ehile 

Pi  "arrow  gullies  enabled  thi  enemy  to  obtain  very  effective  concentrations 
of  gas.  The  whole  terrain  was  exceptionally  favorable  \<<  a  strong  defense 
and  extremely  difBcull  for  the  attack. 

(j)  Conclusions:  The  20th  Division  coming  from  .-.  sector  en  tin-  Alsace 
front  went  into  this  action  north  or  vmmhv  Bnd  saw  some  of  the  harde  I 
fought  actions  of  the  nrar.  Preparatory  to  tin-  greal  American  attack  wesl  -  C 
the  MEUSE  the  Germans  bad  concentrated  large  reserve  In  this  region  and 
held  them  there  in  spite  of  their  need  on  other  fronts,  thereby  demonstrating 
the  fact  they  eon  Ldered  this  ore  <,r  the  most  vital  points  on  the  western  entire 
front. 
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The  initial  attack  of  the  division,  made  without  artillery  preparation,  was  a 
complete  surprise,  although  the  enemy  for  several  weeks  had  been  expecting 
«'ni  advance  somewhere  on  this  front. 

On  the  first  day  the  troops  went  forward  over  the  open  ground  in  almost 
perfect  format icn,  capturing  their  objectives,  along  with  a  large  number  of 
prisoners  and  material.  The  objectives  of  the  neighboring  division  on  the 
right  were  not  taken;  hence  the  corps  ordered  that  no  advance  by  the  troops 
of  this  division  be  made  on  the  second  day;  when  the  advance  was  made,  new 
German  troops  had  been  brought  in,  and  their  defence  thoroughly  prepared. 

The  enemy  had  concentrated  a  large  amount  of  artillery  which  accurately 
covered  our  entire  sector  with  a  most  incessant  fire.  Their  almost  innumerable 
machine  gun  nests,  advantageously  concealed  by  the  thick  woods  and  rugged 
slopes,  made  an  advance  extremely  difficult. 

The  deep,  narrow  gullies  forming  the  only  avenues  of  approach  were  ex- 
ceptionally favorable  to  the  continued  and  consistent  concentrations  of  phos- 
gene and  mustard  gas,  which  the  Germans  sent  over  in  quantities  daily. 

At  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  RAVINE  DE  MOL- 
LEVILLE,  southwest  of  BELLEU  WOODS  and  at  BOIS  D'ORMONT,  our 
division  encountered  a  system  of  artillery,  gas,  and  machine  gun  defence, 
considered  for  years  as  impregnable  by  both  the  French  and  the  Germans. 

The  fact  that  the  troops  on  our  right  were  unable  to  advance,  necessitated 
the  extension  of  our  lines  to  protect  our  flank,  and  the  execution  of  a  flank 
attack  directly  east. 

In  general,  although  the  first  time  in  an  active  sector  and  under  most  try- 
ing weather  conditions,  the  troops  displayed  a  tenacity  under  constant  con- 
centration of  gas,  and  a  courage  and  calmness  under  the  heaviest  artillery 
fire,  well  worthy  of  praise.  They  went  forward  to  the  attack  with  a  dash  and 
vim  that  succeeded  in  overcoming  some  of  Germany's  best  troops  and  in  cap- 
turing many  of  the  most  impcrtant  defences  of  the  Heights  of  the  MEUSE. 

****** 

RESUME  OF  ACTION,  57TH  INFANTRY  BRIGADE 

P.  C.  57TH   INFANTRY  BRIGADE  AMERICAN  E.  F. 

FRANCE,  7  NOVEMBER  18. 

This  Brigade  entrained  from  the  vicinity  of  BELFORT  on  the  23-21  Sep- 
tember IS  and  detrained  in  the  vicinity  of  REVIGNY  on  26  September  18. 
The  Brigade  was  billeted  in  the  area  LOUPPY  LE  CHATEAU,  BUSSY  LA 
COTE,  VILLI  ER  ATX  VENTS,  LIAMONT  and  LOUPPY  LA  PETITE, 
with  Brigade  Headquarters  at  the  last  mentioned  point. 

The  following  day  the  114th  Infantry  was  moved  to  REMBERCOURT 
and  MAEATS  and  the  113th  Infantry  to  bivouac  in  the  woods  to  the  north- 
east of  LOUPPY  LA  PETITE.  At  this  point  the  Division  became  Army 
Reserve   far  the  attack  on   ARGONNE  woods  and   MONTFAUCON. 

September  S9th  the  Brigade  moved  to  the  region  of  ST.  ANDRE,  NU- 
BERCOUBT  and  BEAUZEE,  remaining  there  over  night  and  moving  the 
next  day  to  the  vicinity  of  RAMPONT,  JULVECOURT  and  woods  east  of 
JULVECOURT. 

On  the  3rd  October  the  158th  Field  Artillery  Brigade  was  attached  to  the 
Division  and  the   Division   released  as  Army  Reserve  and  assigned  to  the  17th 

(  orjs   (French)- 

On  the  4 Hi  October  the  Brigade  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  MOULIN 
BRULE,    with    Brigade    P.O.,    113th    Infantry   and    111th    Machine   Gun   Bat- 
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talicn  located  at  that  place,  and  the  114th  Infantry  located  in  the  BOIS  DF 
SARTELLES. 

The  order  for  the  attack  of  the  58th  Brigade  was  received  6  October  18. 
The  time  for  the  attack  was  given  as  D  day  and  H  hour,  with  the  normal 
objective  as  the  "  South  edge  of  CONSENYO  YE— North  slopes  of  COTE 
338— South  edge  of  BOIS  DE  LA  HEINE. "  This  order  called  for  an  attack 
(  t  the  57th  Infantry  Brigade  after  the  objective  of  the  08th  Brigade  had  been 
reached,  leap-frogging  the  58th  Brigade. 

In  pursuance  to  orders  17th  French  Army  Ccrps,  the  113th  Infantry 
moved  across  the  MEUSE  RIVER  on  the  night  of  8  October  18,  bivouacing 
in  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES;  114th  Infantry  bivouaced  in  the  COTE  DE 
L'OIE  with  the  110th  .Machine  Gun  Battalion,  and  the  111th  Machine  Gun  Bat- 
talion was  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  113th  Infantry  and  crossed  with  them 
to  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES.  The  Brigade  P.C.  was  established  at 
CUMIERESj  all  field  trains  remaining  jn  BOIS  BOURRUS. 

On  the  9th  October,  Particular  Order  No.  870/3,  ISth  French  Division, 
under  whom  the  113th  Infantry  and  nith  Machine  (inn  Battalion  were  operat- 
ing,   was    received.      In    accordance    with    this    order,    113th    Infantry    and    111th 

Machine  (inn  Battalion  left  their  bivouac  at  3:00  o'clock,  on  the  Wth  October; 
two  battalions  being  assembled  in  the  southern  part  of  the  BRABANT-SUR- 

MtSUSE,    east    of    Meridian    26,    Where    they    relieved    detachments    (f    tl.e    ll'Hh 

Infantry  which  were  holding  tl.e  line  there.  The  3rd  Battalion  took  up  re- 
serve position  in  tl.e  KEVIN  DE  BOF68IERE6.  P.C.  of  the  113th  Infantry 
-  established  a1  poinl  66.78  north  of  HAUMONT  in  the  Trench  MAMCLLK. 
The  two  first  lire-  Batta  ions  were  placed  in  attach  formation  facing  northward, 
one  Battalion  in  the  RAVINE  \>K  WALSONVEAl'X  extending  to  the  east, 
and  one  Battalion  due  west  of  the  same  ravine.  Prom  this  formation  the 
U3th  rnfantry  attacked  at  11:00  o'clock  to  October,  with  the  objective  of 
the  right  Battalion  as  tin-  whole  of  the  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE,  and  the  lefl 
Hattalion  as  the  BOIS  DE  CHENE8. 

The  66th  and  77th    French   [nfantry  attacked  the   BOIS    D'ORMONT  on 
the  right  cl  the  113th  [nfantry,  with  the  objective  as  the  whole  of  the  BOIS 
D'ORMONT  and  the  BOIS   DE  MOIBEY.     The    113th   rnfantry   reached  all 
objectives  at  17:40  o'clock,  capturing  72  prisoners  from  L02d  Saxon  [nfantrj 
3  Field  Pieces,  and  .-.  Combat  Wagon  filled  with  range  Rndew  and  other  tech 
nical  instruments;  but,  owing  to  the  slownew  of  the  French  advance  on  the 
right,  their  right  Hank  r.-sted  without  §upport  at  28.2— 80.8,  on  the  northeastern 
edge  rf  the  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE.    Two  companies  from  the  reserve  battalion 
were  moved  forward  at  20:00  o'clock,  taking  up  position  along  the  POND  DE 
WALONSEV1TAUX.    Severe    resistance    was    reported    in    the    BOIS    D'OB 
MONT  by  the  French  troops  attacking  there  and  onlj  50  yards  progress  was 
made  in  the  wood.     Two  strong  connter-attacki  against   the   11:5th   [nfantrv, 
one  en  the  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE  and  one  on  the  RAVINE  DE  1  \ 
[SEINE,  were  repulsed  with  heavy  losses. 

On  the  uight  of  the  in  October  the  P.O.  of  the  .-,7th  [nfantry  Brigade  1 
moved  from  CJJMIEBE8  to  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES,  but,  due  to  lack  M 
space  in  dugouts,  it  was  found  impossible  to  establish  P.C.  at  this  point,  bo  it 
moved  to  0  point  on  the  reverse  slope  of  a  hill  in  the  RAVINE  DE  BOJN 
DE  CAURE8  100  meters  from  the SAMOQNEUX-ORMpNT  FARM  road,  This 
location  was  at  all  times  under  (ire  from  the  enemy  artillery,  During  the  time 
the    P.C.    was    here    two    casualties    were    sustained;    Lt.    Leroy    Norfman, 
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liaison  officer  from  the  113th  Infantry,  was  slightly  wounded  by  shell  fire  on 
the  25th  October;  Lt.  William  Abele,  liaison  officers  from  the  158th  F.  A. 
Brigade  was  seriously  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  shell  on  the  28th  October. 
Two  horses  were  killed  and  5  wounded  by  shell  fire. 

The  114th  Infantry,  operating  under  orders  from  the  18th  French  Division, 
moved  from  their  bivouac  in  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES  to  take  up  position  in 
RAVINE   DE  COASSINVAUX,   with   orders   to    attack   at   7:00    o'clock    12 
October    in    a    northerly    direction    the    BOIS    D'ORMONT    and    BOIS    DR 
MOIREY,    and    establishing    liaison    on    their    left    with   the    113th    Infantry. 
The  artillery  preparation  for  this  attack  was   not  placed  as  expected,  falling 
too  far  back  on  the  enemy's  line.     However,  the   114th  Infantry  attacked  on 
time  and  advanced  through  an  exceedingly  heavy  counter-barrage  of  artillery 
and  machine  guns,  the  first  battalion  on  the  left  penetrating  half  way  into 
the  BOIS  D'ORMONT,  receiving  little  or  no  assistance  from  the  77th  French 
Infantry   on    their   right.      The   second   battalion    reached   the   enemy   trenches 
east  of  the  BOIS  D'ORMONT,  but  were  driven  out  by  a  strong  counter-attack 
and   heavy  machine  gun   fire,  the  line   falling  off  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
in  liaison  with  the  77th   French  Infantry.     In  order  to  clear  the  BOIS  D'OR- 
MONT, two  companies  of  the  113th  Infantry,  holding  the  line  along  the  FOND 
DE  WALONSEVAUX,   were  ordered  to  attack  the   BOIS   D'ORMONT   from 
the   north.      Several   machine  gun  nests  were   cleared   by   this   attack,  and  the 
pi  sition  of  the  114th   Infantry  in  the  BOIS  D'ORMONT  slightly  advanced  and 
made  secure.     It   was  erroneously  reported  that  the  whole  of  the  BOIS  D'OR- 
MONT had  been  captured,  due  to  the  line  being  held  at  a  break  in  the  woeds 
which  appeared  to  be  the  northern  edge.     Due  to  the  heavy  barrage  the  enemy 
laid  down  on  the  support  line,  it  was  difficult  to  establish  liaison  from  front 
to   rear.      The   losses  of  the   114th   Infantry  were   estimated   at    1,000. 

The  26th  Division  arrived  in  this  sector  12  October.  The  2nd  Battalion, 
102nd  Infantry,  relieved  the  1st  Battalion  and  Company  L,  114th  Infantry 
in  the  HOIS  D'ORMONT  on  the  15th  October,  and  they  returned  to  Division 
Reserve  in  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES.  Relief  of  whole  regiment  was  completed 
al   3:00  o'clock,   16th  October,  and  it  assembled  at   COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

The  58th  Brigade  attacked  MOLLEVILLK  FARM  at  8:00  o'clock  U 
October,  and  the  116th  Infantry,  en  the  left  of  the  113th  Infantry,  had  ad- 
vanced approximately  500  meters.  In  order  to  gain  liaison  with  them,  the  line 
of  the  113th  Infantry  was  pushed  forward  across  the  RAVINE  DE  MOL- 
LEVILLE,  and,  after  advancing  about  100  meters,  established  liaison  with 
Company  C,  L16th  Infantry,  at  25.9—81.8.  During  this  operation  Company 
1',  L13th  Infantry,  took  7  prisoners  ami  repulsed  a  counter-attack,  losing  1 
officer  and    1-   men   wounded  and   captured. 

During  the  night  14  October  Combat  Patrols  were  sent  out  by  the  113th 
rnf antry  and   located   the  enemy's   lines   inside   the  edge  of  BELLEU  BOIS. 

Thorough  inspections  were  made  during  the  19th  and  20th,  of  the  114th 
Infantry  with  a  view  to  reorganizing  the  units,  re-equipping  and  clothing  the 
men   for   further  activities  at   the   front.     The  Brigade  Commander  personally 

supervised  this  work. 

2nd  Lt.  Albert  Elsoa,  111th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  was  presented  with 
the  Distinguished  Service  Cross  by  the  Brigade  Commander  for  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  A.K.F.,  the  ceremony  being  preceded  by  a  review. 

The  entire  sector  was  subjected  to  heavy  gas  attack  with  phosgene  and 
mustard  en  the  19th,  2<)th  and  21st  October.     The  gas  shells  were  interspersed 
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uith  H.  E.  shells.  This  attack  was  not  confined  to  the  front  lines,  but  extended 
over  the  rear  area  and  lines  of  communication  from  SAMOGNEUX  to 
\  J'jRDUN  . 

The  absence  of  Allied  aircraft  .luring  all  our  operations  was  very  notice- 
able.    The  enemy   planes   flew   over   our   front   lines   and  rear   areas   at   will 
crrectmg  artillery  fire  on  the  many  ravines  where  combat  trains  and  kitchens 
were  located. 

On  the  17th  October  a  reconnaissance  was  ordered  of  the  region  of  the 
BOIS  D'ETBAYES,  BULTRUY  and  LA  HOUPPY  BOI8.  During  the  after- 
noon Major  Knight  and  party  from  1st  Battalion,  113th  Infantry,  made  the 
necessary  reconnaissances.  Patrols  were  pushed  forward  during  the  night  un 
the  17  th  October  and  reported  no  enemy  seen. 

On  the   17th  October  Companies  B  and  D  of  the   llltl,   Machine  Gun  Bat- 
talion  were   relieved  by  units  of  the  26th    Division  and   moved    to  reserve   posi 
Hon  to  bivouac  on  the  8AMOGNEUX-BBABANT  road. 

The  order   for  the  attack  en   the    BOIS    D'ETBAYES   was   received   on   the 
SOIk   October.      The   1st   Battalion,    L13th    Infantry,  was  selected  for  the  attack. 

It  was  fo.md  that  a  flanking  barrage  of  machine  gun  fire  could  be  laid  down 

to  cover  the  advance  of  the    Infantry,  and   this   was  arranged    for   bv  Major    M. 

E.  Tydings,  llltl  Machine  (inn  Battalion,  and  was  carried  out,  despite  heavy 
shelling,  with  excellent  results,  a  teal  barrage  Cor  the  coming  attack  was 
laid  dewn  at  11:00  o'clock  on  the  mh  October  for  four  minutes  and  the  range 
uas  reported  good  and  the  barrage  entirely  satisfactory.  I.,  order  to  com- 
plete the  organization  of  tin-  attacking  Battalions,  Companies  A  and  C  were 
relieved  of  front  line  dutydby  Companies  K  and  M,  ii;;,h  [nfantry,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Nt  Battalion  to  prepare  for  the  attack.  The  attack"  on  BOIS 
D'ETBAYES  was  made  at  6:15  o'clock.  The  2nd  Battalion,  113th  [nfantry, 
then  holding  the  line,  had  been  withdrawn  to  :;oo  yards  in  rear  of  its  former 

front    line    to    allow    our    artillery    to    j.lav    on    enemy'fl    front    lines    whirl,    were 

only  loo  yards  from  our  line.    The  i,t  Battalion  arrived  a1  5:15  o'clock  al  its 
take-off   position   for  the  attack   in    BOI8S018   BOIS.     At    s:oo  o'clock-, 
October,  the  attack  was  reported  as  proceeding  uormallj  and  the  mtennediate 

Objective    had    been     re;iefied. 

The  26th  Division  on  our  right,  although  reaching  the  Normal  objective  Lu 
LE  BOUPPY  BOIS,  were  unable  to  pursue  their  advance  into  the  BELLEU 
BOIS  due  to  very  heavy  machine  gun  fire  from  tie-  northeastern  edge  of  BE] 
LED   BOIS. 

At    Hi:.',.-,   o'clock    the  enemy    count er  a1  tacked    the    ri-ht    of   OUT    Line    hut     WAR 
repulsed     with     losse,     ;u.d     tin-     line     held.        At      16:40     O'clock     hw,     ,•;,  hupi  I  la  r 

rockets  v;*-n-  observed  going  up  near  ii  fi.L  ."aii,  denoting  thai   the  objective 

had    been    reached.      At     17:00   o'clock    the   enemy    laid    down    a    barrage    on    II:, • 
line    of    the    norma]    objective    ami    our    line    uas    forced     to    retire    200    ui.-t, 
This   placed    the    line   on    the   military   crest    of    the    hill    uith    a    full    view   „i    t|„- 

Normal  Objective.    Tie-  barrage  laid  down  by  the  machine  gun  battalions  was 

reported    excellent    and     aided     materially    the     rapid     ndwmce     of    the     Infantry. 

During  the  day  the  enemy  shelled  very  beavily  all  our  Lines  of  communication, 
particularly   along   the    RAVINE    DE    MOLLBVILLE   and    the    POND    DE 
WALON8EVAUX,  making  liaison,  both  physical  ami  mechanical,  almosl   [m 
possible. 

At  L2;80  o'clock,  21  October  an  Allied  plane  brought  down  an  enemy  plane 
on  the  west  hank  of  the  MEU8E  opposite  the  COTE  DE8  ROCHES.    During 
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tlic  day  of  the  24th  several  enemy  planes  surveyed  our  rear  area,  one  of  which 
was  a  plane  painted  pure  white  and  very  difficult  to  see. 

On  the  night  of  the  24th  the  114th  Infantry  relieved  the  113th  Infantry  in 
the  line.  Eelief  commenced  at  18:00  o'clock  and  was  completed  before  day- 
light. One  Battalion  was  placed  in  the  front  line,  one  in  support  and  one  in 
reserve,  with  one  machine  gun  company  in  the  line  and  one  in  support. 

Due  to  the  re-assigning  of  the  sectors  it  was  necessary  to  extend  cur  line 
560  meters  to  the  left,  taking  over  that  part  of  the  sector  held  by  the  110th 
Infantry.  This  was  done  by  the  2nd  Battalion  side-slipping  to  the  left  and 
bringing  two  companies  of  the  3rd  Battalion  up  into  the  line.  The  P.C.  of 
the  2nd  Battalion  was  ordered  moved  across  the  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE 
to  a  point  400  yards  in  rear  of  the  line.  The  P.  C.  of  the  1st  Battalion  was 
moved  across  the  Ravine  also.  Companies,  A,  B  and  D  were  ordered  across  the 
Ravine  to  be  held  in  readiness  in  case  of  'a  counter-attack.  A  telephone  was 
established  from  the  new  P.  C.  of  the  2nd  Battalion  to  the  dugout  in  the  BOIS 
DE  LA  RE1NE. 

Cpon  being  relieved  the  113th  Infantry  became  Division  Reserve  and 
bhouaced  in  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

Al  1 .1 : 00  o'clock,  84  October,  101st  Infantry  on  our  right  attacked  BEL- 
LED BOIS.  They  advanced  their  line  on  their  left  flank  but  were  unable,  due 
to  heavy  machine  gun  fire  and  counter-barrage,  to  obtain  their  objectives. 

On  the  tSfh  October  the  right  of  our  line  rested  at  point  27.0-82.0,  or  the 
northern  edge  of  BELLEU  BOIS,  in  a  northwesterly  direction  to  the  observa- 
tion  lower  on   HILL  316,   (Pylone  Observatoire). 

On  the  86th  October,  Field  Orders  No.  23,  Headquarters  29th  Division, 
were  received,  announcing  attack  by  the  26th  Division  on  BELLEU  BOIS, 
CARBEFOUB  DE  LA  AXTOIXK,  BOIS  D'ORMOXT  and  the  western 
triangle  Of  BOIS  DE  MOIREV.  The  artillery  preparation  began  at  10:00 
O'clock,  21  October  and  the  attack  commenced  at  11:00  o'clock.  In  order  to 
maintain  liaison  with  the  left  of  the  26th  Division,  the  right  of  our  line  pushed 
forward  to  the  attack  with  them,  advancing  in  an  easterly  direction,  approxi- 
mately 300  meters,  and  maintaining  close  liaison  with  them.  This  advance  of 
OUT  lines  was  made  without  severe  losses  and  the  line  reorganized  quickly.  To 
aid  this  attack,  the  Machine  (lun  Company,  114th  Infantry,  was  detailed  to 
fire  a  barrage  covering  the  advance  of  the  101st  Infantry,  but  during  the  night 
of  the  83rd  the  Company  waa  very  heavily  gassed  and  many  casualties  were 
sustained,  leaving  only  two  officers  and  4  men  to  operate  three  guns  that  were 
to  fire  the  barrage.  \t  10:4o  o'clock.  Captain  Butcher,  Company  B,  111th 
Machine  (inn  Battalion,  came  to  the  j.ositic  n  from  whence  the  barrage  was  to 
he  tired,  and  finding  Lt.  Keating  short  of  men,  volunteered  to  assist  him  in 
Bring  the  barrage.  Lt.  Maulsby  in  advancing  to  his  gun,  was  thrown  flat  by 
the  burst  of  a  shell,  and  as  he  recovered  and  tried  to  take  his  position,  a  shell 
.truck  the  position  of  the  guns,  killing  Captain  Butcher,  and  Lt.  Keating,  and 
severely  wounding  the  fcur  remaining  men  and  putting  all  of  the  guns  out  of 

action, 

Company    B,    104th   Engineers,   was   detailed  to  the   Brigade   to   reorganize 

the  sector  and   provide   for  a   system   of   defense. 

The  order  Tor  the  relief  of  the  Division  was  received  26  October  and  the 
units  of  the  Brigade  so  advised.  Reconnaissance  )  arties  from  the  315th  and 
;;][]  h  [nfantry  repcrted  on  the  morning  of  the  2Sth  October  to  go  over  the 
sector:-'  and  prepare  for  the  n  lief.     On  the  night  of  27th  October  the  113th  In- 
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fantry  moved  from  their  bivouac  in  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES  to  billets  and 
bivouac  as  follows: 

Hdqrs.,  Hqrs.  Co.,  M.G.  Co.,  1st  Bn.  .  .  .Niel  Jardin  Fontaine 

2nd   Battalion Belleville 

3rd   Battalion Baleycourt 

The  114th  Infantry  was  relieved  by  the  315th  Infantry  and  the  312th 
Machine  Gun  Battalion  on  the  night  of  the  29th  October  and  moved  to  bivouac 
in  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES,  relief  being  completed  before  daylight,  inarching 
from  there  on  the  night  of  the  30th  October  to  the  vicinity  of  BELLEVILLE 
where  they  embussed  the  morning  of  the  31st  and  were  transported  by  trucks 
to  the  VAV1XCOURT  billeting  area,  establishing  the  regimental  P.  C.  at 
CHARDOGNE,  with  1st  Battalion  at  BUSSEY,  2nd  Battalion  at  LIAMOXT 
and  3rd  Battalion  at  FAINES. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th,  Brigade  Headquarters  and  message  Center 
were  moved  to  NAIVES  DEVANT  BAR. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th-29th,  113th  Infantry  was  concentrated  in  MOULIN 
BRULE  and  embussed  for  the  VAVINCOURT  area  on  the  29th,  arriving  the 
same  day  and  establishing  regimental  P.  C.  at  ROSIERS,  1st  Battalion  at 
ROSIERE,  2nd  Battalion  at  BES80N  and  3rd  Battalion  at  NAIVES. 

The  111th  Machine  Gun  Battalion  was  relieved  with  the  114th  Infantry, 
bivouacing  between  the  MEUSE  and  the  &AMOGNEUX-VACHERAUVILLE 
road.  Moved  by  marching  on  the  30th  to  the  vicinity  of  VERDUN,  embussing 
there  for  the  VAVJXCOURT  billeting  area  where  they  arrived  on  the  31st, 
establishing  the  P.  C.  and  all   four  companies  at  CHARDOGNE. 

The  report  of  enemy  equipage  Captured  between  8  October  and  tSth  Octo- 
ber, by  the   113th   Infantry  is  as  f  ollows  ■ 

4  cannon,  110  mim,  1918  model. 
1  cannon,  210  mm.,  1918  model. 
200  rifles. 

5  Heavy  Machine  Guns. 
36  Light   Machine  GdllS. 

5000  rounds  artillery  ammunition. 

1    Artillery   escort   wagon. 

1   set   Artillery  tools. 

500  Grenades. 

1    Artillery   signal    lamp    with    telescope    sight. 

4  Sending  arid   receiving  sets  with   batteries. 

100   Drj  cells. 

"0,000   rounds  small  arms  ammunition. 

3   reels   heavy   wire. 

200  signal  flares. 

The    114th    Infantry   reported: 

2  cannon,  77  mm. 
529   rifles. 

3  heavy  machine  guns. 
1    light   machine  gun. 

2500  rounds  artillery  ammunition. 
500  rounds  Minenworfer  ammunition. 

L.  H.  UPTON, 

Brigadier   General,    U.S.A. 
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Report  of  Operations  113th  Infantry 

5  November,  1918. 

The  following  report  of  operations  in  the  recent  offensive  is  rendered  in 
compliance  with  instructions  No.  12,  Headquarters  29th  Division,  31  October 
18.  Record  of  events  is  in  chronological  order,  and  each  operation  or  local 
troop  movement  effecting  a  change  in  our  front  line  position  is  described 
separately.  The  accompanying  sketch  shows  the  progress  made,  with  dates, 
troops  engaged,  adjoining  units,  location  of  P.  C's.,  etc. 

Record  of  Events 

October  9th.     The  regiment   less  the  Supply  Company   and   combat   train 

bivouaced  for  the  night  of  October  9th  in  reserve  in  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

****** 

October  10.  At  4:30  o'clock  the  2nd  and  3rd  Battalions  broke  camp  under 
orders,  and  proceeded  as  follows:  3rd  Bn.  with  M.G.  Co.  to  the  vicinity  of 
ORMONT  FARM  where  it  took  position  about  9:00  o'clock  in  some  former 
German  trenches,  and  prepared  to  attack;  the  2nd  Battalion  to  the  southern 
edge  of  the  RAVIN  DE  MOLLEV1LLE  with  the  116th  Infantry  on  its  left 
and  the  3rd  Battalion,  113th  Infantry,  on  its  right,  arrived  at  its  position 
1.1:20  o'clock.  Later  on  in  the  day,  the  1st  Battalion  with  the  Headquarters 
Company  moved  up  to  RAV.  DE  BOUSSIERS  in  reserve. 

****** 
Operation  No.   1. 

Troops  engaged:     3rd  Battalion  and  Machine  Gun  Company. 

Objective:  Northwest  side  of  the  BOIS  DE  CHENE  and  the  BOIS 

DE  LA  REINE. 
Disposition:  Assaulting  troops,  Co's.   M  and   K   from  right  to  left. 

Support  Co's.  I   and  L,  right  to  left. 

Previous  to  the  attack,  indications  were  that  the  enemy  had  perfect  observa- 
tion of  our  troops  and  ample  time  (at  least  two  hours)  to  prepare  for  the 
attack.  The  battalion  commander  was  somewhat  handicapped  owing  to  the 
lack  of  definite  information  as  to  the  exact  location  of  the  enemy.  The  friendly 
barrage  which  preceded  the  attack  by  20  minutes  was  ineffectual  as  it  did  not 
destroy  the  enemy  works.  The  attack  started  promptly  at  11:00  o'clock,  the 
waves  moving  forward  in  line  of  combat  groups,  50  meters  distance  between 
waves.  The  terrain  was  difficult  consisting  of  a  steep  upward  slope  for  the 
most  part  covered  with  woods  and  dense  underbrush.  During  the  first  30 
minutes  of  the  action,  the  enemy  resistance  consisted  of  concentrated  machine 
gun  fire  and  sniping  from  well  concealed  positions.  A  German  barrage  rocket 
u;is  sent  up  from  a  forward  position,  and  this  was  followed  almost  immediately 
by  a  strong  artillery  barrage  in  front  of  our  assaulting  waves.  The  artillery 
fire  was  later  more  accurately  directed  on  our  supporting  trcops  by  a  Boche 
plane  which  circled  overhead,  dropping  markers. 

Our  advance  was  further  handicapped  by  the  failure  of  the  French  on  our 
right  to  carry  their  objective  which  should  have  reached  the  ORMONT  FARM. 
This  caused  our  troops  to  be  enfiladed  on  the  right  by  heavy  fire  from  machine 
guns  and  one-pounders  located  in  the  BOIS  DE  ORMONT.  In  spite  of  stub- 
born tenacious  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  German  machine  gun  crews,  most 
of  which  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners,  the  battalion  reached  its  objective 
before  the  allotted  tune,  and  immediately  reorganized  its  positions,  and  pre- 
pared for  a  counter-attack.     Prior  to  the  attack,  our  Machine  Gun  Company 


113TH  INFANTRY  13 

had  laid  down  three  barrages  in  advance  of  the  front  lines,  and  at  zero  hour 
the  barrage  was  lifted  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  until  troops  came  within  the 
safety  zone      Two  platoons  of  the  M.G.  Co.  followed  the  assaulting  waves  pro- 
tecting both  flanks.     During  the  reorganization,  one  platoon  from  Co.  I  was 
sent  forward  to  strengthen  the  first  line  and  further  assistance  was  rendered 
by  one  platoon  from  the  Machine  Gun.  Co.     The  remaining  two  platoons  of 
the  M.G.  Co.  took  up  a  defensive  position  in  echelon.     Shell  holes  were  taken 
advantage   of   wherever   possible   and   shallow   trenches   dug   to   connect   them. 
The  M.G.  fire  and  sniping  on   the  part  of  the  enemy   was  constant,   and   our 
circulation  was  limited  to  that  which  was  absolutely  necessary.     The  Battalion 
P.  C.  was  established  on  west  side  of  ravine  west  of  ORMONT  FARM   and 
telephone  communications  with  the  regimental  P.  C.  established.     Our  liaison 
from  front  to  flanks  and  front  to  rear  throughout  the  advance  was  perfect    but 
liaison  with  the  French  on  the  right   was  impossible  until  after  our  objective 
had  been  reached,  when  Co.  I  in  support  established  liaison   with  them      The 
casualties  suffered  in  this  advance  while  not  unreasonable  were  heavy      They 
are  included  together  with  prisoners  taken  and  captured  materiel  in  the  sum- 
mary at  conclusion  of  report. 

*     «      #     *     #     # 

Operation  No.  2. 

Troops  engaged:      2nd  Bn.  113th  Infantry. 

Objective:  Southern    slope    of    KAVIX    DE    MOLLEVILLE. 

Disposition:  First   line:    0o'l    E  and    F   from   right    to   left. 

Support  line:      Co 's    II    and   G,  righl    to   left. 

October  11th.  The  2nd  Battalion,  113th  Infantry,  having  held  its  position 
on  the  southern  edge  of  tin-  RATINE  DE  MOLLK VILLK  during  the  night  of 
October  10th,  moved  forward  to  its  Objective  without  opposition.  Liaison  was 
established  with  the  UOtll  Infnntry  on  the  left  and  with  the  2nd  Bn.  1  l.'Uli  In 
fantry  on  the  right.  After  occupation  of  the  position,  the  whole  front  was 
shelled  by  the  enemy. 


Go's  A  and  C,  1 13th  Infantry  were  ordered  at  20:00  o'clock,  //  October  18, 

to  reinforce  the  3rd  Battalion,  I  Kith  Infantry  .-it  HOIS  DE  LA  SEINE.  The 
60mpaniea  left  the  reserve  trenches  ;,t  J|:00  o'clock  ;ind  arrived  ;,t  the  BOI8 
DP:  LA  RKIXK  at  23:;}0  o'clock. 

The  left,  of  the  line  uas  reinforced  with  Co.  A  and  the  righl  half  with 
part  of  Co.  C.  The  remainder  of  Co.  0  was  used  to  extend  that  righl  of  the 
line  to  take  care  of  any  German  exodus  from  the  LOIS  DE  OBMONT  When 
the  114th   Infantry  attacked   it. 

Operation  No.  3. 

Troops  engaged:      Co 'a   A    and   C   Icsh  one   platoon. 

ObjeetiTO!  BOI8    DE    OBMONT    with    orders    to    clear    the    western 

note  of  the  BOI8. 

disposition  :  First    line    in    two    waves:      Co.    A.         Support:       Co     0 

less  one   platoon. 

October    10th,      The    attack    was    hunched    at     II  :  I ",    o'clock,    the    troops    dfl 
bouchintf  from  BOIfl   DE  LA   RLIXL.     The  companies  crossed  the  open  ipace 
between   the   two   BOTH,   which   was   enfiladed    by   heavy    ?michine   gun    fire   to 
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gether  with  one-pounder  and  shell  fire  in  good  order,  entered  the  BOIS  D'OR- 
MONT,  and  proceeded  to  their  objective,  meeting  some  little  resistance.  The 
woods  were  shelled  by  II.  E.  and  one-pounders.  The  objective  was  reached 
about  darkness.  A  French  company  found  along  the  northern  edge  of  the 
woods  with  Co.  A,  114th  Infantry,  on  their  right.  Beyond  this  was  a  large  gap 
left  by  another  French  company  which  had  withdrawn.  Previous  to  this,  the 
officer  in  command  of  our  troops  had  located  two  companies  of  the  114th  In- 
fantry in  trenches  at  the  southern  edge  of  the  BOIS  D'ORMONT.  After  a 
conference  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops  from  the  114th  Infantry  moved 
these  two  companies  up  on  the  line  at  the  northern  edge  of  the  woods  relieving 
Go's  A  and  C  of  the  113th  Infantry  at  22:00  o'clock.  The  two  companies 
were  marched  to  the  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE  arriving  at  5:30  o'clock,  13  Octo- 
ber 18. 

In  the  2nd  Battalion  on  October  12th,  Co.  H  was  moved  from  support  into 
a  position  between  Co 's  E  and  F.  Co.  E  moved  200  meters  to  the  right  reestab- 
lishing liaison  with  Co.  L,  3rd  Battalion;  Co.  F  extended  its  lines  to  the  left 
maintaining  liaison  with  the  116th  Infantry. 

****** 

Go's  B  and  D  moved  forward  from  reserve  position  under  heavy  shell  fire 
to  the  support  of  Co's  A  and  C  and  took  up  a  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  LA 

REINE. 

****** 

October  13th.  Movement:  Companies  A  and  C  returned  to  RAV.  DE 
BOUSSIERS.  Companies  B  and  D  into  the  line  on  the  north  side  of  BOIS  DE 
LA  REINE,  relieving  Companies  I,  K  and  M.  One-half  platoon  from  the  2nd 
Battalion  was  sent  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  battalion  of  the  66th 
French  Infantry  on  the  regiment's  immediate  right,  for  the  purpose  of  main- 
taining liaison  between  the  two  organizations  in  expectation  of  an  attack  the 

following  morning. 

****** 

October  loth.  Movement:  Company  F  was  ordered  to  advance  its  left 
north  along  parallel  26,  keeping  contact  with  the  116th  Infantry.  This  neces- 
sitated the  moving  of  its  right  on  the  north  side  of  the  RAVINE  DE  MOL- 
LEVILLE,  the  open  space  between  Company  F  and  the  left  of  Company  H 
which  was  on  the  south  side  of  the  ravine,  being  covered  by  machine  guns. 

****** 

October  16th.  Movement:  Company  G  moved  from  the  support  posi- 
tion on  to  the  line  between  Company  F  and  116th  Infantry  which  had  extended 
its  line  to  the  left.  Liaison  was  established,  both  units  being  on  the  north 
side  of  the  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE. 

****** 

October  17th.  Movement:  Companies  L,  B  and  D  occupying  the  line 
established  by  the  3rd  Battalion,  together  with  Company  E  holding  the  extreme 
right  of  the  2nd  Battalion  position,  were  relieved  at  20:30  o'clock,  by  the  2nd 
Bn.  102nd  Infantry  [26th  U.  S.  Div.J.  The  first  Battalion  took  up  a  support 
position  in  some  unused  German  dugouts  south  of  the  BRABANT-MEUSE. 
Company  E  replaced  Company  H,  which  proceeded  to  BOIS  BOUSSIERS  in 
support.  Third  Battalion  P.  C.  was  moved  to  the  BOIS  BOUSSIERS,  the 
battalion  being  assembled  at  that  place. 

****** 
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October  19th.  Movement:  A  and  C  companies  relieved  F  and  G  com- 
panies on  the  line. 

****** 
October  21st.     Movement:      A  and  C    companies    were    relieved    by    com- 
panies K  and  M  respectively.     The  companies  relieved  were  sent  to  the  sup- 
port with  the  other  two  companies  of  the  1st  Battalion. 

*****# 

October  22nd.  Movement:  The  1st  Battalion,  with  its  assigned  units, 
including  Machine  Gun  Co.,  113th  Infantry,  and  two  guns  from  the  One 
Pounder  Platcon,  moved  at  17:00  o'clock  to  a  position  about  1000  meters  south 
of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  where  it  went  into  bivouac  for  the  night,  prepara- 
tory to  the  attack  of  the  following  day. 

***♦♦# 

October  23rd.  Operations:  Troops  engaged:  1st  Battalion,  113th  In- 
fantry; Machine  Gun  Co.,  113th  Infantry;  Companies  A  and  B,  111th  Ma- 
chine Gun  Bn. ;  110th  Machine  Gun  Bn. 

OBJECTIVE:  BOIS  IVETRAYES  on  a  line  drawn  through  co-ordinates 
27.0— 82.2o;  27.4— 82.2    (see   attached   sketch). 

DISPOSITION:  1st  Line,  Companies  C  and  A,  right  to  left;  Support 
line,  Companies  B  and  I),  right  to  left.  One  platoon,  Machine  Gun  Co.  with 
Co.  II  on  both  flanks,  and  one  in  the  center  of  the  supporting  waves. 

At  4:00  o'clock  battalion  moved  forward  to  jumping-off  point.  At  4:30 
o'clock  the  enemy  artillery  dropped  between  400  and  500  shells,  200  of  which 
were  gas,  in  the  vicinity  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  resulting  in  the  gassing 
of  one  whole  section  of  the  Machine  Gun  Co.  Shelling  stopped  at  4:50  o'clock. 
At   5:30   o'clock    our   artillery    preparation   started    and    at    the    same    time    the 

110th  Machine  Gnu  Battalion  laid  down  its  harrassing  /ire  on  the  enemy  front 

line  position.  At  6:15  0  Vloek  preparation  fire  and  machine  gun  tire  ceased. 
Artillery  barrage  was  laid  down,  as  well  as  machine  gun  barrage  by  com- 
panies A  and   B,   nith   Machine  Gun   Battalion,  200  yards  in   front   of  our 

troops.      At    the   same    time    the    Infantry   started    its   advance.      Opposition    was 

slight    until    the    assaulting    wave    reached    a    point    about    35.8—81.8,    when    the 

enemy    opened    heavily    with    ma  chine    guns    from    the    southern    edge    of    HOIS 

P'ETRAYKtt.      In   the  meantime  fcWO  eombal    liaison   groups   from   Company   II 

followed    the   assault,   one   on    each    flank,    assisted    by   a    section    of    the    machine 

gun    company,   and    established    liaison    with    the    ri^hi    and    left    elements.      At 

8:30  o'clock   the   intermediate   objective    was   reached    and   companies   started    to 

reorganize.      At    P/:2fi  o'clock   the  advance   uas   resumed   and    from   this   point    on 

the  enemy  offered  a  stiff  resistance   with  concentrated   machine  gtU18,  as   well   as 

artillery.      When    the   assaulting   wave    was    within    200   yards   of   the   objective, 

our   artillery   barrage    failed    to    move    forward,  causing    the   advance    to    be    held 

up  for  rM)  minutes.     At  the  same  time  a  number  of  shells  from  our  own  battery, 

apparently    from    one    gun,    falling   short    caused    casualties    among    our    troops. 

The    barrage    moved    and    the    normal    objective    was    reached    at     10 1 50    o'clock. 

TrOOpS    Consolidated    and    dug    in.       Liaison    with    the    L16th    Infantry    was    lost 

owing  to  the  fact  that   part  of  our  left   element   had  advanced  beyond   its  objec 

tive  and  the   116th   Infantry  was  apparently  off  its  own   course.      Part   of  their 

right  element  was  later  found   in   the  area   in   the  rear  of  our   line.      Krom    17:00 

o'clock   the   enemy    made    feeble   efforts   to  counter  attack,   using   small    combat 

groups  and  machine  guns,  but  were  easily   repulsed,  our  troops  inflicting  heavy 
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losses.  During  the  night  it  was  necessary  for  our  troops  to  withdraw  200  meters 
in  the  face  of  heavy  machine  gun  fire  and  flanking  enemy  patrols,  to  establish 
liaison  on  the  left  and  consolidate  the  line.  Battalion  P.  C.  was  established 
26.26—82.81. 

****** 

October  34th.  Movement:  Company  A  was  sent  forward  to  strengthen 
the  line  of  the  1st  Battalion.  Two  platoons  of  Company  D,  which  had  be- 
come lost  and  one  platoon  from  Company  C,  which  had  become  mixed  in  with 
the  116th  Infantry  the  previous  day,  returned  and  were  used  to  fill  up  a  gap 
in  the  line  made  necessary  to  maintain  connection  with  the  116th  Infantry. 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  2nd  Battalion  reconnoitered  southern  slope  of  LE 
HOUPPY  BOIS,  moving  Companies  K  and  M  to  that  point  in  support  of  the 
front  lines. 

The  relief  of  the  regiment  by  the  114th  Infantry  began  about  20:00  o'clock 

24  October  18,  and  was  completed  at  6:50  o'clock,  25  October  18. 

****** 

Action  of  Auxiliary  Arms  and  Units  During  Occupation  of  The  Line 

One  Pounder  Platoon:  Several  attempts  were  made  to  utilize  the  One 
Pounder  guns  but  none  were  carried  through  to  completion.  In  the  first  offen- 
sive of  the  3rd  Battalion  the  piece  set  up  to  support  the  Infantry  was  put 
out  of  action  by  enemy  shell  fire.  When  the  first  battalion  attacked  on  the 
SSrd  October  two  guns  were  carried  to  the  jumping-off  point,  as  a  result  of 
reconnaissance  made  the  previous  day,  but  they  did  not  participate  in  the 
attack. 

Stokes  Mortar  Platoon:  The  Stokes  Mortars  were  not  set  up  for  action  at 
any  time  during  the  engagement,  although  reconnaissance  was  made  at  different 
points  with  a  view  towards  using  same. 

Signal  communication  and  liaison :  Liaison  was  maintained  and  in  good 
operation  at  all  times  by  runner.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  terrain  it  was 
impossible  to  use  projectors  or  T.P.S.  The  Signal  Platoon  of  the  Head- 
quarters Company  was  consolidated  with  the  1st  section  of  Company  C,  104th 
Field  Signal  Battalion.  The  telephone  communication  between  Regimental 
P.C.  and  2nd  and  3rd  Battalion  P.C's,  as  well  as  the  organizations  on  both 
flanks,  was  established  and  maintained  except  where  destroyed  at  intervals  by 
enemy  shell  fire.  Such  light  wire  was  used  that  many  breaks  occurred  and 
enemy  shell  fire  added  to  the  difficulties  of  repairing  it.  Communication  be- 
tween Regimental  and  Brigade  P.  C.  was  maintained  by  radio.  Complete 
communication  was  maintained  70%  of  the  time. 

Pioneers:  The  Pioneer  Platoon  of  the  Headquarters  Company  was  em- 
ployed on  road  reconnaissance,  road  repairing,  burying  of  dead  animals,  gas- 
proofing  of  dugouts  and  the  carrying  of  rations  and  ammunition. 

Hations:  Advance  ration  dump  was  established  in  the  Ravine  west  of 
ORMONT  FARM  in  front  of  3rd  Battalion  P.  C.  and  rations  brought  up 
daily  from  the  rear.  The  last  two  days  of  our  participation  a  still  more  ad- 
vanced ration  dump  was  established  at  point  247  [1000  meters  north  of  OR- 
MONT FARM],  under  shell  fire. 

The  kitchens  were  first  established  in  the  RAVINE  DE  BOUSSIERS  but 
this  place  was  so  heavily  shelled  by  the  enemy,  as  a  result  of  direct  airplane 
observation,  and  so  many  casualties  resulted  that  it  was  necessary  to  move 
them  back  to  a  point  600  meters  south  of  SAMOGNEUX,  which  was  made  the 
Supply  Company's  advanced  base. 
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Ammunition:  The  ammunition  dumps  were  established  the  first  day  of  the 
engagement;  one  west  of  ORMONT  FARM,  adjoining  the  ration  dump  and 
the  other  at  point  247,  and  ammunition  brought  forward  as  needed  from  the 
Division  dump  at  SAMOGNEUX. 

Results  of  Operations 

The  results  obtained  by  this  regiment  during  its  action  from  10  October  to 
25th  October  IS  were  as  follows: 

1.  Ground  Gained:  All  of  the  ground  east  of  the  Ravine  known  as  FOND 
DE  WALONSEVAUX,  as  far  as  BOIS  DE  CHENES,  south  of  the  RAVINE 
DE  LA  REINE  was  gained  and  held  by  us,  as  well  as  material  assistance 
rendered  in  the  clearing  out  of  the  BOIS  D'ORMONT.  MOLLEVILLE  BOIS 
was  occupied  and  the  line  extended  northwest  of  M.OLLETVILLE  FARM.  In 
the  last  attack  a  stretch  400  meters  wide  and  a  kilometer  and  a  half  long  was 
gained  and  held  in  the  face  of  much  enemy  resistance. 

2.  Prisoners:  Approximately  500  prisoners  were  captured  in  the  combined 
offensives.     About  12  of  these  were  officers. 

3.  Captured  Materiel:     Enemy  materiel  taken  was  as  follcws: 

7  pieces  of  artillery,  calibre  105  mm.,  1  pc.  of  artillery,  calibre  220  mm., 
59  heavy  machine  guns,  41  light  machine  guns,  2  one-pounder  cannon,  300 
rifles,  1  artillery  escort  wagon.  Approximately  5,000  rounds  of  artillery  am- 
munition, countless  rounds  of  rifle  and  machine  gun  ammunition,  numerous 
packs  of  captured  and  killed  Boche   (uncounted). 

4.  Casualties  Received:  The  following  list  is  taken  from  the  records  of 
the  Statistical  officer  but  docs  not  include  those  evacuated  for  sickness,  such 
as  influenza,  bronchitis,  etc. 

Cause  Officers  Enlisted  Men 

Killed  in  action 4  98 

Wounded 21  456 

Died  of  wounds 1  3 

Gassed 2  108 

Captured 1  4 

Missing 2  21 

Total ;n  690 

Conclusions 
Several  outstanding  features   in   connection   with   the   recent   operations   tliat 
evidently    had    more    or    loss    bearing    on    the    results,    or    the    ease    with    which 
they  were  obtained,  are  here  given, 

1.  On  many  occasions,  and  particularly  during  the  early  part  of  the  action 
enemy  airplanes  flew  over  our  positions  at  low  altitude  and  without  fear  of 
opposition,  fired  on  our  troops  with  machine  guns,  dropping  markers  and 
directing  very  accurately  the  fire  of  the  enemy  artillery.  This  resulted  in  many 
casualties  that  might  have  been  .-» voided,  j.nd  especially  ;it  the  RAVINE  DE 
B0U8SIER8,  where  at  Ir-nst  40  horses  were  killed  and  several  lives  lost,  as 
well  as  much  loss  to  government  property  by  damage  inflicted,  all  in  one  hour's 
time. 

2.  In  several  instances  our  artillery  is  known  to  have  fallen  short,  inflicting 
losses  on  our  troops.  The  worst  cane  occurred  in  the  attack  on  the  BOIS 
D'ETJtAYEH  on  23  October,  in  the  rolling  barrage  where  the  fire  from  one 
Ifun  consistently  fell  short,  causing  losses. 
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3.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  throughout  in  maintaining  telephone 
communication,  owing  to  the  poor  grade  of  light  wire  used.  In  some  cases  the 
wire  broke  from  concussion  alone  and  in  wet  and  damp  weather  communica- 
tion was  impossible.  Throughout  the  action,  telephone  communication  between 
3rd  Battalion  P.  C.  and  Eegimental  P.  C.  was  intermittent.  This  does  not  re- 
flect on  the  efficiency  of  the  signal  men,  who  performed  their  work  with  ex- 
ceptional perseverance  and  courage. 

4.  During  the  first  few  days,  the  ambulance  service  penetrated  no  further 
than  the  dressing  station  just  south  of  the  EAVINE  DE  BOUSSIERS,  making 
it  necessary  to  carry  the  wounded  a  great  distance.  This  is  known  to  have 
caused  the  additional  injury  or  death  to  quite  a  few  of  the  wounded  in  being 
carried  to  the  rear. 

5.  During  the  first  four  days  this  regiment  held  the  line,  artillery  support 
and  counter-battery  work  was  extremely  weak.  For  twelve  hours  the  regi- 
mental commander  was  unable  to  find  out  from  any  source  what  battery  or  unit 
was  designated  as  the  support  for  the  regiment.  During  this  time  heavy  shell 
fire  from  Boche  guns  located  in  RAVINE  LA  HAZELLE  and  LA  VAUX 
HOCHKE  northeast  of  BOIS  DE  ORMONT  directed  on  our  troops  in  the 
woods,  BOIS  DE  CHENE  and  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE,  caused  losses  which 
would  have  been  avoided. 

W.  R.  POPE. 
Col.,  113th  Infantry 

Comdg. 

****** 

9  November,  1918. 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  HEADQUARTERS  COMPANY,  113TB.  INF. 

1.  The  following  report  is  made  on  the  recent  operations. 

2.  Pioneer  Platoon:  During  the  period  10  October  18,  this  platoon 
was  engaged  in  road  repairing,  burying  animals,  gas  proofing  of  dugouts  and 
also  acted  as  a  carrying  detail  for  food  and  ammunition. 

Sappers  and  Bombers  Platoon:  This  platoon  was  not  in  action 
daring  the  entire  tour  of  duty.  However,  two  guns  were  ordered  to  take  up  a 
position  with  the  attacking  battalion  but  the  order  was  rescinded  before  the 
guns  could  get  into  action.  The  platoon  was  engaged  in  carrying  rations  to 
front  line  battalions  during  the  remainder  of  this  regiment 's  service. 

Signal  Platoon :  This  platoon  maintained  communication  between 
battalion  and  regimental  P.  C.  they  were  frequently  under  heavy  shell  fire 
repairing  the  line.  The  platoon  was  under  command  of  Lieut.  Hopson  of  the 
104th  Field  Signal  Battalion.  Communication  was  maintained  with  Brigade 
Headquarters  by  means  of  radio  and  telephone. 

One  •Pounders:  One  gun  and  crew  were  detailed  to  assist  the  Third 
Battalion  during  its  attack  in  direction  RAVINE  DE  LA  REINE.  Attempted 
to  go  into  action  on  hill  near  ORMONT  FARM  but  encountered  werj  severe 
enemy  artillery  fire.  Withdrew  in  face  of  this  fire.  When  the  1st  Battalion 
attacked  on  23  October  18,  the  platoon  accompanied  the  battalion.  The  one- 
pounders  were  caught  in  an  enemy  counter-barrage,  two  men  wounded  by  shell 
fire. 

Owing  to  the  extremely  heavy  undergrowth,  it  was  impossible  to  fire  the 
one-pounders. 

Band  Section :  On  October  14th,  the  band  was  directed  to  report  to 
the  Quartermaster  at  MOULIN  BRULE  for  detail. 
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The   undersigned  was  not   in  command   of  Headquarters   Company   during 
recent  operations. 

OSCAR  B.  OLSEN, 

Captain,  Infantry,  U.S.A. 

****** 

Report  of  Signal  Platoon,  Hqrs.  Co.  113th  Infantry. 

1.  The  Signal  Platoon  of  Headquarters  Company  was  pooled  with  the  1st 
Platoon  of  Company  C,  104th  Field  Signal  Battalion. 

2.  The  Signal  Platoon  and  1st  Section  maintained  the  telephone  lines  be- 
tween Regimental  and  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Battalions,  P.  C.  and  the  101st  Regi- 
ment P.  C.  on  our  right. 

3.  Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  terrain  could  not  use  projectors  and  T.P.S. 

4.  Complete  communication  between  Regimental  and  Brigade   P.  C. 

5.  Complete  communication  maintained  70%  of  the  time. 

6.  Casualties:     Three  from  gas;  one  from  shrapnel.     Total  4  men. 

Sgt.   William  Breckel. 

Headquarters  Co.,  113th  Infantry,  A.E.F.,  4  November  18:     To  CO  113th  Inf. 
1.  Forwarded. 

O.   B.   OLSEX, 

Captain,   Infantry. 

««*«*# 

Report  of  Operations,  Bombers  and  Sappers  Platoon  Eqrs,  Co.,  1 LSth  Infantry 

1.  Frcm  the  period  of  October  10th  to  October  86th,  1918  the  Bombers 
and  Sappers  Platoon  of  Headquarters  Co.,  113th  Infantry  was  located  with 
the  reserve  Bn.  of  that  regiment  in  the  RAVINE  DE  BOCSSIERS.  The 
platoon  with  two  of  its  guns  and  ammunition  was  ordered  to  go  Up  and  take 
a  position  with  the  attacking  Bn,  The  platoon  reported  as  ordered,  but  was 
ordered  to  return  to  its  former  position  in  the  RAVINE  DK  BOUSSIERS. 
The  guns  during  this  period   were  never  set   np   for  action. 

2.  From  October   U-th  to  October  66th  the  men   in   the  platoon  were  engaged 
in  Carrying   rations  and    ammunition    to   the   troops   in    tin-   line. 

3.  1st  Lieut.  Charles  II.  R.  Biley  was  commanding  this  platoon  daring  this 

period   of  time.      He   is  at    present    sick   in   a   hospital. 

JOHN'  (',.  DIN  KING, 
L'nd   Licit.,    1  l.;th    Inf. 
Commanding   Bomberi  ft   Sappers    Platoon. 


Beport  of  Operations,  One-Pounder  Cannon  "Platoon*  Hqrs,  Co,  113th  Inf. 

1.   The  following  is  a  cornet  summary  of  the  operations  of  the  One  pounder 
Cannon    Platoon   during   recent   operations: 

October  10th— Left  vicinity  of  SA MOCNKCX  ami  moved  northward  ;,rriv 
ing  at  southeast*, „  edge  of  BOIS  DE  CON8ENVOYE  at  10:80  A.  M.  halted 
in  the  then  front  line.  Jn  absence  of  orders  the  platoon  commander  endeavored 
to  locate  Battalion  or  Regimental  officers  without  success  until  12:80.  One  gun 
and  crew  were  detailed  to  3rd  Bn.  under  Sgt.  Dognon.  Sgt.  Dognon  at  templed  to 
go  into  battery  on  hill  near  OBMONT  PARM  but  encountered  very  severe  enemy 
artillery  fire  returned  to  ravine  after  his  gun  was  struck  by  shrapnel  and  a 
part  of  his  ammunition  destroyed.  Platoon  Commander  reported  to  CO.,  8rd 
Bn.   with   another  gun    at    0:00   P.    M.   and   the    following   day   took   the   gun    to 
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the  ridge  parallel  to  and  a  few  hundred  yards  behind  the  front  lines.  Owing 
to  heavy  woods  and  undergrowth  the  Platoon  Commander  was  unable  to  place 
his  gun  in  battery.  The  following  day  the  Platoon  Commander  returned  with 
his  gun  to  3rd  Bn.  P.  C. 

From  this  time  until  the  regiment  was  relieved  the  Platoon  Commander 
made  numerous  reconnaissances  of  the  front  line  and  intermediate  positions. 
He  tock  two  guns  and  crews  forward  when  the  1st  Bn.  attacked  as  he  was 
ordered.  These  two  guns,  Platoon  Commander  and  men  were  caught  in  the 
enemy  counter-barrage  at  which  time  two  of  the  19  men  were  wounded  by  shell 
fragments.  The  Platoon  Commander  proceeded  to  the  P.  C.  of  the  1st  Bn. 
The  gun  crews  took  shelter  in  nearby  dugouts  while  awaiting  orders  from  the 
Platoon  Commander.  The  Platoon  Commander  received  orders  from  the  Com- 
manding Officer  1st  Bn.  to  place  one  gun  in  each  position  as  to  aid  in  repelling 
expected  counter-attack.  When  Platoon  Commander  had  secured  another  gun 
he  received  the  counter  order  to  leave  his  gun  and  report  his  men  to  act  as. 
carriers  of  food  and  ammunition. 

Summary:  Owing  to  the  extremely  heavy  undergrowth  which  covered 
the  terrain  it  was  impossible  to  fire  the  one-pounder  cannon  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. The  Platoon  Commander  investigated  all  open  ground  in  the- 
area  personally  and  found  same  to  be  in  such  locations  as  not  to  afford  firing 
position.  The  German  line  was  in  our  section  in  DENSE  woods  practically 
at  every  point.  The  one-pounder  cannon  can  do  effective  work  in  open  or 
semi -open  country,  but  cannot  fire  through  woods.  A  twig  is  sufficient  to  de- 
tonate the  projectile. 

The   Platoon   sustained   three    casualties;    one   Sgt.    and   two   Privates   all- 
wounded  by  shell  fire. 

CHARLES  L.  BRADBURY, 

1st  Lt.,  113th  Inf., 
Commanding  One-Pounder  Cannon  Platoon^ 

Report  of  Operations,  Pioneer  Platoon  Hqrs.  Co.,  113th  Inf. 

1.  During  the  period  of  10  October  18-25  October  18y  my  platoon  was  en- 
gaged in  the  following  work: 

(a)  Road  Reconnaissance. 

(b)  Road  Repairing. 

(c)  Burying  of  men  and  animals. 

(d)  Gas  proofing  dugouts. 

(e)  Carrying  of  rations  and  ammunition. 

2.  One  (1)  Sgt.  and  two  (2)  men  were  on  duty  with  the  ration  distribution- 
detail. 

w.  Mcquillan, 

2nd  Lt.,  Comdg.  Pioneers. 


REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  M.  G.  CO.,  11STH  INF. 

This  company,  assisting  the  third  battalion,  113th  Infantry,  attacked  at 
BOTS  DE  REINE  and  BOIS  DE  CHENES  at  11:00  o'clock,  October  10th, 
1918.  Prior  to  attack  we  laid  down  three  barrages  on  ground  in  advance  of 
front  lines.     At  zero  hour,  we  lifted  barrage  to  edges  of  wood,  continuing  fir- 
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ing  until  troops  came  within  the  safety  zone.  Two  platoons  followed  assault- 
ing waves,  protecting  both  flanks.  When  objective  was  reached,  one  platoon 
assisted  in  the  consolidation  of  the  lines,  the  other  taking  up  defensive  posi- 
tions m  echelon.  On  the  15th  October,  one  shell  fell  near  one  of  our  gun 
positions,  wounding  a  Lieutenant  and  four  of  the  men,  one  man  dying  from 
wound  that  night. 

Liaison  worked  perfectly  as  regards  runners,  whom  in  many  cases  carried 
messages  under  heavy  barrage. 

Hot  meals  arrived  at  the  front  on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  H  day,  which 
were  greatly  appreciated  by  the  men. 

About  60  cans  of  solidified  alcohol  were  found  at  the  P.  C.  which  was  sent 
to  the  gun  crews.  Ground  coffee  being  furnished,  the  men  were  able  to  have 
hot  coffee  when  shelling  stopped  service  of  supplies. 

This  company  was  relieved  at  18:00  o'clock  on  the  19th  of  October  by  the 
26th  Division,  relief  being  well  executed. 

Assisting  the  1st  Battalion,  113th  Infantry,  this  company  attacked  BOLS 

DE  ETRAYES  at  6:15  o'clock,  October  23rd,  18.     At  3:00  o'clock  of  the  dav 

of  attack,  while  going  into  position  company  was  caught  in  a  barrage  of  both 

shrapnel  and  gas  shells,  one  section  being  put  out  of  action  by  the  gas.     Two 

sections   went    forward   in   the   attack   supporting   either   flank,   the   remaining 

three  following  support  companies  with  distance.     After  objective  was  reached, 

on  account  of  shortage  of  both  officers  and  men,  same  numbering  one  officer, 

myself,  no  platoon   leaders,  and  50  men,  but  six  guns  were  sited   for  defense 

of  the  section,  same  being  done  under  my  supervision.     Report  of  defense  of 

sector   was    immediately    forwarded    to    regimental    headquarters.      The    Bocho 

made   two  counter-attacks,  but   were  stopped,  our   guns   playing  an   important 

part   in   the  engagements.      On   account   of  constant   artillery  fire,   and   our  own 

artillery   which    fell   short   many   times,   and    at    that    after   being   reported,   the 

siting  of  guns  in  defen.se   became   most   difficult.     On   .-.count    of  shortage   of 

men   and  constant  harrassing   fin-   by  snipers,   liaison   was   most   difficult. 

We  were  relieved  by  Co.  B,   111th  M.  O.   Bn.  on   the  g5th  day  of  October 

jrrs. 

BEBNABD  J.  WIEGABD, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

Operations  Report— lit  Platoon,  M.Q.  Co.,  113th  Infantry, 
Laved  guns  on  BOIfl   DE  CON6ENVOYE   9:45   A.   M.,  Oct.    m,   jrnfi. 

Opened    barrage    fire    from    10:1."    to     11:00    oVlock    A.M.    on     BOI8    DE    LA 

REINE,  BOTH  DE  CHENE8  and  OBMONT  FARM. 

Zero  hour  11:00  o'clock  A.M.      Fired  direct  overhead  fire  fom   11:00  A.M. 
to  11:30  A.M.  overhead  of  advancing  trooj*.     12:00  A.M.  iame  date  took  up 

position  500  yards  in  rear  support  line.  Held  position  until  15:00  o'clock 
October  11th,  18  and  placed  gtilifl  in  position,  BOIfl  DE  0ON8ENVOYE  for 
counter-attack   bnrrnge. 

-On  Oct.  12t,h,  uhS—Y\t<><\  barrage  upon  BOI8  DE  ORMONT  from  7:00 
o'clock  to  8:00  o'clock   A.M. 

Relieved  on  Oct.  Wth  by  the  20th   Division  at   19:00  o'clock. 

ARTHUR  MHNNNHR, 
1st  Lt.,  118th   Infantry,  M.O.  Co. 
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Report  On  Recent  Operations  of  the  2nd  Platoon,  M*G.  Co.,  113th  Infantry. 

October  10,  1918,  attacked  from  trench  running  from  RAVINE  DE  CON- 
SEN  VOYE  to  ORMONT  FARM,  at  11:00  A.M.  Attached  to  Co.  I,  113th  In- 
fantry, on  the  right  flank.  Moved  forward  with  the  attacking  waves  and 
took  up  position  in  BOIS  DE  CHENES  for  consolidation,  Oct.  13th,  1918, 
fired  barrage  into  ORMONT  woods.  October  23,-  1918,  attacked  on  right 
flank,  1st  Bn.  113th  Inf.  Infantry  in  support  of  A  Company,  113th  Inf.,  ad- 
vanced with  the  attacking  waves  until  objective,  HILL  361,  was  reached  and 
consolidated  position.     Relieved  Oct.  25,-18,  at  5:00  P.M. 

EDWARD  WEBER, 

Sgt.  M.  G.  Co.,  113th  Inf. 
Investigated  and  approved. 
BERNARD  WIEGARD, 
Capt.,  113th  Inf. 

****** 
Report  On  Recent  Operations  of  the  3rd  Platoon,  Af.G.  Co.,  113th  Infantry. 

Attached  to  K  Company,  113th  Infantry,  October  10,  1918,  attack  com- 
menced at  11:00  A.M.,  and  we  advanced  behind  assaulting  unit  until  objective 
was  reached;  consolidated  position.  October  11,  1918,  withdrew  100  yards  in 
order  to  obtain  better  support  position.  Oct.  23,  1918,  attached  to  Company 
C.  113th  Infantry,  and  attacked  at  6:15  A.M.,  advanced  with  the  first  wave 
until  objective  was  reached,  consolidated  position.  Enemy  counter-attacked 
at   10:00  A.M.  and  was  repulsed.     Relieved  October  25,  1918. 

JOE  CHAPMAN, 
Sgt.  M.G.  Co.,  113th  Inf. 
Investigated  and   Approved: 
BERNARD  WIEGARD, 
Captain,   113th  Infantry. 

****** 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  1ST  BN.,  113TH  INF. 

Battalion  moved  from  COTE  DES  ROCHES  via  SAMOGNEUX  to  the 
RAV.  DE  BOUSSIERS  the  afternoon  of  the  11th  Oct.  Companies  A  and  C 
were  sent  to  support  the  3rd  Battalion,  113th  Infantry  in  BOIS  DE  LA 
REINE  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  Oct.  Companies  B  and  D  moved  forward  to 
support  Companies  A  and  C  who  attacked  BOIS  D 'ORMONT  debouching  from 
BOIS  DE  LA  REINE.  Attacks  were  successful  and  Companies  A  and  C 
returned  to  RAV.  DE  BOUSSIERS.  Companies  B  and  D  on  the  13th  went 
into  the  line  north-side  of  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE  relieving  Companies  I,  K 
and  M.  Companies  B  and  I)  returned  to  reserve  at  RAV.  DE  BOUSSIERS 
on  the   17th. 

(Pursuant:      Field   Order  No.   10,  Hq.   57th  Brigade). 

The  battalion  was  ordered  to  attack  the  enemy  on  ridge,  BOIS  D'ETRAYE 
in  an  easterly  direction  with  the  58th  Brigade  on  the  left  and  the  26th  Divi- 
sion on  our  right. 

Limits   of   our   sector    were   26.5—82.2   south   25.8—81.8    to    27.2—82.5    to 

27  4 — 82.2   to  normal   objective. 

The  attack  was  postponed  for  one  day.     On  the  22nd  Oct.  at  17:00  o'clock 
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this  battalion  with  its  assigned  units  moved  to  a  position  about  1000  yards 
south  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  where  it  went  into  bivouac  for  the  night. 
At  4:00  A.M.  the  23rd  Oct.  the  battalion  went  forward  to  jumping-off  point 
where  the  following  formation  was  taken  up.  Companies  C  and  A  in  order 
named,  from  right  to  left,  formed  the  assaulting  wave.  One  platoon  of  M.G. 
Co.,  113th  Infantry,  on  both  flanks  and  one  in  the  center  of  the  supporting 
wave. 

At  4:30  the  enemy  artillery  dropped  between  400  and  500  shells  (200  of 
which  were  blue  cress)  in  the  vicinity  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  causing  one 
section  of  the  M.  G.  Co.  to  be  gassed  and  causing  four  men  to  be  wounded  of 
Co.  C.     Shelling  stopped  at  4:50  A.M. 

At  5:30  A.M.  our  artillery  preparation  started  and  at  the  same  time  the 
11 0th  M.G.  Bn.  laid  down  her  harassing  fire  on  the  enemy  front  line  position. 
At  6:15  preparation  tire  and  M.G.  fire  ceased.  Artillery  barrage  laid  down 
and  M.G.  barrage  of  Companies  A  and  B  of  the  111th  M.G.  Bn.  laid  down 
200  yards  in  front  of  our  troops  and  at  the  same  time  the  Infantry  started  to 
advance.  Opposition  was  slight  until  assaulting  wave  reached  the  point  about 
25.8 — 81.8  when  the  enemy  opened  heavily  with  his  machine  guns  from  the 
southern  edge  of  BOIS  D'ETRAYES  causing  three  casualties  in  Company  (' 
(left  assaulting  Co.). 

Received  Avord  at  this  time  that  the  combat  liaison  groups  (1  plat  of  Co. 
H  and  I  section  M.G.  on  each  flank)  had  established  liaison  with  right  and 
left  elements.  At  8:30  the  intermediate  objective  was  reached  and  the  com- 
panies started  to  organize.  At  9:25  the  advance  was  resumed  and  from  this 
|  oint  on  the  enemy  offered  a  stiff  resistance  With  his  machine  guns  and  artil- 
lery, the  machine  gun  fin-  apparently  coming  from  BOIS  D'ETRAYES. 

Battalion  P.O.  established  26.6—82.1. 

When  the  assaulting  wave  was  within  200  yards  from  the  normal  objective, 
our  artillery  barrage  failed  to  move  forward  causing  the  advance  to  he  held 
up  for  30  minutes.  At  10.30  the  barrage  st.-irtod  to  move  and  the  advance  was 
Continued]  the  normal  Objective  being  reached  at  10:80  where  the  troops 
started  to  consolidate  and  dig  in.  From  17*:  00  o'clock  to  21:00  o'clock,  the 
enemy  mad'-  feeble  efforts  to  counter  attack  using  small  combat  gTOUpfl  and 
machine  gnns  hut  was  eaMlv  repulsed  by  our  troops  who  inflicted  heavy  losses 
upon  them.  During  the  nitfht  it  was  necessary  for  our  troops  lo  withdraw 
about  150  yards  in  order  that  liaison  mitfhl  he  established  with  (dements  on 
our   right  and    left. 

On   the  Bight   of  the  24 2.'>th   this   battalion    was    relieved    by   the  second   bat 
talion,   114th   Tnfantry,  and   proceeded   to  COTE   DE   ROCHES. 

Relief   was   completed    at    6:50    A.M. 

JAMES  G.  KNIGHT, 

Major,    118th    Infantry, 

Commanding  1st  Battalion, 
i  November,  1918. 

ItKVORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.   A,    118th   INF ANT HY 

Pursuant  to   Field   Order  No.    10    [r,7th   Brigade]   dated   21   October,    1918* 
This  Company   left   the   reserve   position   at    17   o'clock  gg  Ocfnbrr  and   pro- 
ceeded to  a   position   on   ridge   near    MOLLKVILLE    FARM.      October  23rd   at 
4:15  marched  to  our  place  in  line  near  MOLLEVILLE   FARM,  building  being 


M  29TH  DIVISION 

right  Of  assaulting  troops  in  poiition  when  our  M.G.  barrage  opened  up.  At 
0:15  started  our  advance  due  cast  towards  LA  OLEP  BOI8  lip  to  intermediate 
Objective  taking  about  eleven  prisoners  and  four  machine  guns,  arriving  at 
Intermediate  at  8:15.  Left  at  9:40,  held  back  by  our  barrage.  Considerable 
opposition  was  met  here  from  M.U.  and  snipers  from  towers,  tree-tops  and 
abutment  on  right  flank,  front  and  left.  Arrived  at  normal  objective  14:00 
o'clock  t$  October.  We  could  have  reached  objective  sooner  but  was  held  up 
by  our  artillery.  On  reaching  hill  No.  861  a  number  of  prisoners  and  M.G's. 
were  taken,  among  the  prisoners  two  artillery  officers,  also  got  a  German  with 
Red  Cross  brassard  Working  M.(J.  On  reaching  normal  objective  could  only 
locate  one  platoon  of  Oo.  0  under  Lt.  Scl.erer  on  my  left.  Could  not  make  any 
connection  with  the  llOth  Infantry  on  my  left.  During  the  advance  it  was 
difficult  to  keep  in  liaison  on  my  right  owing  that  the  101st  failed  to  keep  up 
With  us  and  when  they  were  located  they  were  000  yards  to  my  right  rear. 
That  night  connection  was  made  with  the  101st  Infantry  by  Lt.  Jennings 
placing  combat  groups.  Owing  to  the  fact  th.it  only  one  platoon  of  Co.  (' 
arrived  on  the  line  and  one  of  Co.  I)  we  had  to  place  Co.  B  on  the  line.  At 
alx  ut  If):  lf>  the  (lermans  delivered  a  counterattack  which  was  beaten  off. 
There  was  fighting  both  M.(i.  and  sniping  all  afternoon  and  evening.  At  23:00 
('apt.  Edwaidl  of  00.  B  decided  to  withdraw  to  the  German  trenches  200  yards, 
to  the  rear,  owing  to  the  harassing  M.O.  fire  from  front  and  flanks.  At  7:00 
o'clock  ti  Oct.  we  advanced  and  took  Dp  our  former  position  on  the  military 
crest  of  BOI8  D'BTHATES,  being  relieved  the  morning  of  $Sth  by  114th 
Infantry. 

LI  HOY  E.  SULLIVAN, 

('apt.    IKUh    Infantry, 

Oomdg.  Co.  A. 


Report  on   recent   operations. 

1.  Attached    is   report   of    1st,  2nd   and  ilrd  platoon  on   recent    operations. 

2.  My  Company  was  only  divided  into  three  platoons  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  Company   was  too  small   for   four   platoons. 

LI  hoy  IB.  SULLIVAN, 

Captain,    I  L8th   Infantry, 

Comdg.  Co.  A. 

BopOfi  <>f  Operations,  1st   I'latoon,  Co.  A,   11.1th  Infantry. 

Mv  platOOn  being  in  line  at  MOLLKVILLK  I'WRM  on  the  morning  of  §SrA 
October,  1918,  uniting  for  our  barrage,  which  began  at  5:80  to  lift  at  0:15, 
which  was  our  time  to  advance.  We  advanced  about  300  yards  but  were  held 
up  for  lr)  minutes  by  our  own  barrage  which  was  held  in  one  spot  during  that 
time.  The  (ircmans  threw  a  counter  barrage  into  the  woods  on  our  right  (lur- 
ing tin1   time   we   were  held   up,  but    the  shells   stopped   bursting  about    the   time 

our  barrage  lifted. 

Mv    platOOn    advanced    into    the    woods    keeping   about     100   yards    behind    our 

barrage  meeting  with  no  opposition  from  any  German;   trouble  being  had 

going  through  the  under  brush,  fallen  trees  and  barb  wire.  We  went  in  for 
200  yards  before  we  came  to  any  dugout  or  shelter,  that  was  not  completely 
wrecked.  Then  wo  routed  two  (lermans  out  of  a  small  dugout.  They  never 
thought    of   putting   up  any   tight    for  they  seemed   to   be   shell   shocked.      I    sent 
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them  to  the  rear  after  searching  them  for  weapons  and  a  few  yards  further  on 
we  found  four  dead  Germans  in  a  shelter.  We  advanced  about  a  100  yards 
more  and  four  Germans  ran  toward  us.  The  leader  throwing  up  his  hands, 
one  of  their  smail  grenades  falling  from  his  hand  at  the  same  time.  I  shot 
him,  killing  him.  We  took  the  other  three  prisoners,  sending  them  under  guard 
to  the  rear. 

We  kept  on  after  that  meeting  no  more  Germans  until  we  reached  our  in- 
termediate objective  which  was  at  o'clock  [sic],  resting  there  and  re-organiz- 
ing our  line.  Left  this  point  at  o'clock  [sic]  and  advanced  for  300  yards 
when  my  platoon  was  held  up  by  a  German  machine  gun  nest.  I  sent  out  a 
Corporal  and  two  men  to  one  flank  while  the  rest  of  my  platoon  found  cover 
and  opened  fire  on  the  machine  gun.  The  patrol  of  a  Corporal  and  two  men 
which  was  an  automatic  rifleman  and  his  carrier  closed  in  on  the  flank  of  the 
machine  gun  wiping  it  out,  killing  the  two  men  operating  the  gun.  At  this 
time  we  were  held  up  by  cur  barrage,  a  few  shells  of  which  fell  short,  wound- 
ing two  of  my  men.  We  applied  first  aid  and  sent  them  to  the  rear.  By  that 
time  the,  barrage  lifted  and  ire  readied  our  normal  objective  without  further 
opposition.  We  established  our  line  along  the  railroad  connecting  up  shell 
holes  for  shelter.  While  we  were  doing  this  a  patrol  of  12  Germans  with  three 
light  machine  guns  came  up  through  the  woods.  We  opened  fire  on  them  kill- 
ing four  and  capturing  the  rest.  We  established  our  line  and  I  tried  to  get 
liaison  with  the  26th  Division  on  our  right)  failing  to  do  this  on  account  of 
that  Division  not  reaching  their  objective  on  time,  I  then  put  an  outpost  of  an 
automatic  rifle  and  two  ordinary  riflemen  on  my  right  to  guard  our  flank.  A 
strong  force  of  Germane  made  a  counter  attack  on  us  then,  killing  two  of  my 
men  and  injuring  one,  hut   we  drove  them  off  with  some  loss  on  their  side. 

The  same  night   ire  Were  ordered  to  withdraw  to  the  trmrhes  in  our  rear  on 

account  of  the  harassing  machine  gun  fire.    The  Germane  kept  on  our  flanks, 

but   at   daybreak    the   next    morning    we    resumed    our    position    overlooking    the 
railroad  track  and  held  it  until  relieved. 

8GT.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON. 


"Report  on  the  Attack  of  B.ird  October,   7,v  by  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  A,  I  !.;tl,  Inf. 
At  5:30  a.m.  our  barrage  opened  and  my  platoon  was  in  line  waiting  tot 

(\\,    hour;    at    (H)    hour   6:15    A.M..    we    started    our    advance    from    MOLLi; 

villi-;  farm.     After  advancing  abonl    100  yards,  we  were  delayed  by  our 

own   barrage   which   had    not    started    to   move    forward.      After   about    16   minutes 

delay  the  barrage  moved  forward.   After  wraitin^ until  the  barrage  had  advanced 

a  considerable  distance  about  100  yards,  I  moved  my  platoon  forward  at  a  verv 
slow  pace.  After  advancing  about  100  yards,  ggt  Ireland  n  |lo  w;iM  ,,|(mi,  o'-, 
yards  in  front  of  my  first  wave  righted  a  single  German  Coming  with  his 
hands  up.  After  passing  him  on  to  tie-  rear  J  sighted  about  L5  Cermaes 
about  100  yards  in  front  of  me.  It  seemingly  was  a  patrol  for  when  thev  saw 
US  the  leader  shouted  something  and  they  all  put  their  hands  up  with  the  ex- 
emption  of   one.      I    pointed    my   pistol   at   him   but    he   did    not    put    up    his    hands. 

I  shot  and  killed  him.     The  rest  came  in   without  ehowlng  any  resistance, 

Turned  the  prisoners  over  to  Lt.   Burke  of  Company  C.      from  this  time  on   we 

did  not  meet  any  Germans  until  we  reached  our  Intermediate  objective.    Here 

there  were  two  (Germans,  who  had  been   wounded   by  artillery   fire,  but   unknown 
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to  us  at  that  time.  One  of  them  raised  up  on  his  knee  with  a  rifle  in  his 
hands.  One  of  my  men  shot  him.  This  being  our  objective  we  were  to  rest 
one  hour,  during  which  time  I  administered  first  aid  to  both  of  them.  Had 
liaison  with  Co.  C  on  my  left  and  Co.  A  on  my  right  all  the  time. 

We  started  forward  from  our  intermediate  objective  at  o'clock  [sic].  We 
advanced  about  400  yards  when  we  were  opened  up  on  by  machine  gun  fire,, 
from  our  right  about  300  yards  distance,  which  killed  one  of  my  men.  After  a 
short  delay  about  five  minutes,  I  ordered  my  men  forward.  We  advanced  but 
a  few  paces  when  10  Germans  sprang  from  the  bushes  and  started  to  run  to- 
wards their  own  lines.  I  ordered  my  men  to  fire.  We  wounded  or  killed  three 
and  captured  two.  One  of  them  was  wearing  an  American  Helmet  and  Over- 
coat. He  died.  The  rest  of  them  ran  to  our  left  toward  Co.  C  where  they 
were  lost  from  view.  During  this  excitement  a  few  of  our  artillery  shells  fell 
short  and  wounded  some  men  on  my  right  and  a  liaison  man  who  was  with  Lt. 
Wood  and  myself.  From  this  time  we  reached  our  final  objective  we  had  no 
resistance.  Upon  reaching  our  objective  I  got  in  liaison  with  Co.  C  on  my  left 
and  we  formed  our  line,  by  digging  in  and  connecting  shell  holes.  While 
forming  our  lines  a  German  patrol  of  12  men  came  up  through  the  woods.  We 
opened  fire  on  them  killing  four  the  rest  were  lost  from  view.  About  10 
minutes  later  three  men  went  out  with  a  patrol  of  three  men  and  brought  in 
three  machine  guns  and  ammunition  that  was  left  by  them. 

Shortly  after  this  about  one  half  hour  the  Germans  made  a  strong  counter- 
attack on  our  line,  which  we  repulsed  with  heavy  losses  on  the  enemy,  and 
slight  losses  to  us.  I  had  two  men  wounded  and  a  liaison  man  from  Co.  C 
killed. 

Later  that  night  about  10 :00  P.M.  a  patrol  came  in  on  our  left  flank  unknown 
to  us.  This  patrol  which  consisted  of  4  men  and  one  officer  were  surprised  by 
one  of  my  men  who  shot  one  of  them.  The  officer  jumped  forward  killing  Lt. 
Burke  and  wounding  Lt.  Wood  and  three  of  our  men.  At  the  same  time  Sgt- 
Ireland,  after  a  hand  to  hand  fight  killed  the  officer  and  one  other  German, 
with  my  bayonet,  rifle  butt  and  pistol.  Shortly  after  this  we  dropped  back  to  a 
line  of  German  trenches  about  400  yards  to  our  rear  on  account  of  heavy  ma- 
chine gun  fire  from  our  front  and  both  flanks.  Next  morning  at  daylight  we 
resumed  our  position  of  the  previous  day.  The  next  night  there  was  heavy 
machine  gun  firing  and  considerable  sniping.  They  seemed  to  be  very  much 
worried  as  they  kept  flares  up  most  of  the  night.  We  were  relieved  the  next 
morning,  t5th   Oct.   WIS  at  8  A.M. 

SGT.  C.  E.  IRELAND. 


licport  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  A,  113th  Infantry. 

My  platoon  was  in  line  at  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  on  the  morning  of  the 
2.1  rd  October  waiting  for  our  barrage  to  lift  which  started  at  5:30  A.M.  and 
lifted  at  6:15  A.M.,  when  the  platoon  went  over  the  top  with  Co.  C,  113th  In- 
fantry, on  our  left  and  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  A,  113th  Inf.,  on  our  right. 

We  advanced  about  300  yards  when  we  were  held  up  by  our  own  barrage 
for  15  minutes.  We  advanced  into  the  woods  there  our  progress  was  some- 
what slackened  by  the  thickness  of  the  undergrowth  and  by  fire  from  machine 
guns  which  was  put  out  of  action  by  two  of  the  crew  being  taken  prisoners  and 
two  being  killed.  From  this  point  we  had  very  little  opposition  from  the 
enemy  only  occasional  sniping  which  did  not  stop  or  hold  up  the  advance  of 
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the  platoon  until  we  reached  our  intermediate  objective,  where  we  rested  for  an 
hour,  waiting  for  our  barrage  to  lift  and  re-organize  the  platoon. 

From  there  we  had  no  further  opposition  until  we  reached  our  normal  ob- 
jective, which  we  consolidated  the  line  by  placing  men  in  shell  holes  along  the 
railroad. 

At  this  point  the  enemy  made  a  counter-attack  which  was  stopped  with 
loss  to  the  enemy.  That  night  under  orders  we  retired  to  a  set  of  old  German 
trenches  in  the  rear  of  our  position,  on  account  of  enemy  machine  gun  fire  on 
our  flanks. 

In  the  morning  going  in  and  taking  our  former  positions  holding  same 
until  relieved  by  the  llith  Infantry. 

SGT.  THOMAS  F.  BROWN,  Jr. 
****** 

OPERATIONS  REPORT  OF  COMPANY  B,  113TH  INFANTRY,  OF  THE 
SUPPORT  OF  COS.  A   &  C  OF   THE  113TH  INFANTRY  IN 
THEIR  ATTACK  ON  THE  BOIS  D'ORMONT. 

My  Company  being  in  reserve  with  D  Co.  in  the  RAVINE  DE  BOUS- 
SIERES  was  ordered  at  2:10  o'clock  the  11th  October,  18  to  proceed  to  the 
BOIS  D'ORMONT. 

The  march  up  the  RAVINE  was  accomplished  under  heavy  shell  fire  besides 
machine  gun  fire,  gas  was  also  used.  On  reaching  the  wood  the  barrage  was 
intense  causing  rather  severe  casualties 

Two  platoons  of  my  company  were  sent  to  the  support  of  the  attacking 
companies  only  one  encountered  the  enemy.  In  about  two  hours  this  platoon 
returned  having  suffered  light  casualties,  bringing  with  it  wounded  men  from 
A   and  C  companies  and   men   who   had   become   lost   from  their  companies. 

We  remained  in  reserve  about  forty-eight  hours  (48)  when  we  took  over 
the  front  line  Hector  held  by  K  Company  of  the  ll.'Jth  Infantry,  holding  this 
under  heavy  enemy  shell  and  machine  gun  fire  for  three  days  when  we  wen- 
relieved. 

FRANKLIN  BDWABDS, 

('apt.   113th   Inf.,  A.K.T. 
Conidg.  Co.  B. 

RETORT  OF  CAPT.  FRANKLIN  EDWARDS,  CO.  n,  118TB  INFANTRY 

OF  THE  attack  FROM  MOLLBVILLE  FARM  TO  Tin: 

B018  D'ETRAYEB. 
On  the  morning  of  the  88rd  Oct.,  1918  my  company  took  up  its  position  at 

MOLLKVJLLK  FARM  immediately  in  the  rear  of  Co.  A,  whirl,  it  was  in  mip- 
port  of  at  6:15  o'clock  we  began  our  advance  at   100  meters   in  the  rear  of  Co. 

A  at  8:30  o'clock  the  Intermediate  objective  was  reached  without  any  even! 
of  special  mention. 

At  9:40  the  advance  was  continued  uninterrupted  until  within  300  meters 
of  our  final  Objective.  Uvtq  wo  were  held  up  for  an  hour  and  a  half  by  our 
own   barrage    at    the    Mine    time    beiHg    under    enemy    ihell,    machine    gun,    and 

sniper  fire.    On  the  lifting  of  the  barrage  we  continued  our  advance  and  gained 

the  final  objective  at  IBsM  o'clock  under  machine  gun  fire  which  continued 
intermittently.  The  position  was  consolidated  pari  of  my  company  being  used 
in  the  front,  line  with  A  Company  and  the  remainder  on  the  right  flank  which 
was   opened    because   of    the    Division    on    our   right   not    having    gained    its   ob 

jective. 
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At  4:30  o'clock  the  enemy  put  over  a  heavy  counter-attack  especially  on 
my  right  flank.  It  was  finally  repulsed.  The  enemy  in  this,  use4  grenades 
and  machine  guns  at  close  range,  at  one  point  they  attempted  to  rush  us  but 
our  fire  was  too  heavy  for  them.  The  wcrk  of  my  men  especially  my  sergeants 
is  worthy  of  special  mention,  two  of  my  sergeants  were  killed  and  my  first 
sergeant  shot  in  the  neck,  immediately  in  front  of  me  during  this  action;  their 
coolness  waa  superb. 

The  line  was  very  thinly  held  and  both  flanks  were  opened  to  an  extent  on 
account  of  which  the  enemy  began  working  around  the  flanks  and  in  our  lines. 
Tor  this  reason  it  was  necessary  to  fall  back  about  1:30  o'clock  to  a  position 
about  200  meters  in  our  rear;  we  remained  here  until  8:30  o'clock,  when  we 
advanced  and  again  took  up  our  position  on  the  final  objective  under  machine 
gun  fire  without  a  casualty. 

We  held  this  position  under  continual  harassing  machine  gun  fire  until  re- 
lieved the  following  morning  by  a  company  of  the  114th  Infantry. 

FRANKLIN  EDWARDS, 
Captain,  113th  Inf.,  A.E.F. 
Comdg.  Co.  B. 

****** 

Report   of  Corporal  Kayrrwnd  M.   Tillou,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  B,  113th  Infantry, 

On  Recent  Operations. 

The  1st  platoon  in  command  of  1st  Lieut.  Jennings  was  ordered  out  of 
reserve  trenches  about  13:30  o'clock  the  13th  of  October,  1918  in  support  of 
Co.  A  and  Co.  C  this  regiment  in  an  attack  in  the  BOIS  D'ORMONT  where 
we  suffered  35%  of  our  platoon  between  killed  and  wounded  by  heavy  machine 
gun  fire  and  li  One-Pounders.  " 

Companies  A  and  C  with  this  platoon  in  support  succeeded  in  gaining  their 
objective  for  the  114th  Infantry  which  we  turned  over  to  them  when  they 
arrived  in  the  line.  Then  we  were  ordered  to  the  support  position  of  the  3rd 
Battalion  of  the  113th  Infantry  in  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE,  where  we  remained 
until  the  night  of  the  loth  of  October  when  this  platoon  relieved  part  of  Co. 
K,  113th  Infantry.  We  remained  there  under  heavy  shell  fire  until  20:30 
o'clock  the  18th  of  October,  1918,  being  relieved  by  Co.  II,  102nd  Infantry. 

We  assembled  at  RAVINE  DE  BOUSSIERES;  at  13:30  o'clock  the  19th 
of  October  we  marched  to  RAVINE  DE  COASSINVAUX  where  we  were  bil- 
leted in  dugouts. 

The  ttnd  of  October  at  17:00  o'clock  we  moved  to  a  position  to  MOLLE- 
VILTjE  FARM  arriving  there  at  23  o'clock  and  remained  in  the  woods  until 
3:45  o'clock  the  tSrd  of  October.  We  took  up  our  position  about  5:30  o'clock 
awaiting  to  attack  BOIS  D'ETRAYES.  From  6:15,  the  time  of  the  attack, 
all  was  well  until  8:30  o'clock  when  we  reached  out  intermediate  objective. 
9:25  o'clock  we  attacked  in  the  direction  of  our  main  objective  which  was 
gained  after  being  held  up  on  several  occasions  on  our  right  by  machine  gun 
nests,  owing  to  the  102d  Infantry  not  being  on  the  line  with  us.  The  enemy 
machine  gunners  were  forced  to  retreat  by  the  great  outburst  of  fire  from  our 
lines. 

Our  objective  being  reached  this  platoon  remained  in  support  until  the 
second  counter-attack  by  the  enemy  when  we  were  forced  up  to  hold  the  right 
flank,  which  we  held  while  the  front  line  was  able  to  retire  when  we  were 
drawn  back  about  400  meters  remaining  there  until  about  8  o'clock  the  follow- 
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ing  morning  when  we  attacked  the  enemy  and  regained  our  lost  ground,  which 
we  held  until  Co.  G,  114th  Infantry  relieved  us  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of 
October,  1918,  when  we  marched  back  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

There  were  only  two  platoons  of  this  company  in  action  at  this  time,  owing 
to  the  company  being  depleted. 

FRANKLIN  EDWARDS, 

Captain,   113th  Infantry, 
Commanding  Co.  B. 

Report  of  1st  Platoon  Co.  B,  113th  Infantry  A.E.F.  of  Attack  from  MOLLE- 

VILLE  FARM  to  BO  IS  D'ETRAYES. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  Oct.,  1918  the  1st  Platoon  of  Co.  B,  113th 
Infantry  began  its  advance  from  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  about  100  meters  in 
the  rear  of  Co.  A,  113th  Infantry  which  company  it  was  supporting.  The  ad- 
vance was  made  to  the  intermediate  objective  in  the  rear  of  Co.  A  reaching 
them  about  8:30  o'clock. 

At  9:40  o'clock  we  advanced  immediately  behind  Co.  A  toward  the  final 
objective  being  held  up  at  abcut  300  yards  from  the  final  objective  by  our 
own  barrage  fire  as  well  as  sniper  fire,  one  man  being  killed  and  two  wounded 
by  snipers.  On  the  lifting  of  the  barrage  we  advanced  to  our  final  objective 
which  was  reached  at  13:50  o'clock. 

Although  being  in  support  we  were  placed  in  the  front  line  to  cover  the 
right  flank  which  was  opened  on  account  of  the  Division  on  our  right  not  hav- 
ing gained  its  objective.  At  4:30  o'clock  the  enemy  counter-attacked  which 
was  repulsed. 

At  1:30  o'clock  24th  October,  1018  we  dropped  back  with  the  company  to  a 
position  200  yards  in  our  rear  on  account  of  the  pressure  of  the  enemy  and 
the  right  and  left  flank  not  being  covered. 

At  8:30  o'clock  the  next  morning  we  advanced  to  our  former  position 
which  we  held   until   relieved. 

"NOTE."  Written  by  F.  Edward*,  Captain  Co.  B,  113th  Infantry.  First 
Lieut.  W.  E.  licrcher  was  in  command  and  lie  is  now  in  hospital.  His  platoon 
sergeants  were  killed. 

1st  Lieut.  J.  A.  Jennings  was  in  command  of  the  2nd  Platoon  a  report  of 
which  he  will  submit.  As  soon  as  he  does  so  I  will  consolidate  the  two  reports 
and  submit. 

FRANKLIN  EDWABDS, 
Captain,  llSth  inf.,  a.e.f. 
Oomdg.  (*o.  B, 


Report   of   Sergeant   John   J.    William*,   4th    Platoon,   Co.   If,    113th    Infantry, 

On    "Recent    () iterations. 

On  the  11th  of  October,  1918  we  marched  from  OOTE  DES  BOCHEfl  7 
o'clock  to  reserve  trenches  nc.-ir  BAVIN!  LA  UOU8HIKRKH ;  arrived  at  B 
o'clock  this  platoon  reinforced  Co.   K,  113th   Inf. 

At  17  o'clock  the  12th  October,  1018,  we  were  ordered  back  to  tin-  support 
position  with  company;  remained  in  support  until  the  16th,  At  19:30  o'clock 
the  15th  October  this  platoon  relieved  part  of  Co.  M  of  this  regiment  at. 
BOI8  DE  LA  REINE  and  held  the  position  against  heavy  shell  fire  with  few 
casualties. 
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October  the  18th  at  20:30  o'clock  we  were  relieved  on  the  first  line  by  Co. 
H,  102nd  Infantry  and  assembled  at  RAVINE  DE  BOUSSIERES. 

October  the  19th  at  19:30  o'clock  we  marched  to  RAVINE  DE  COAS- 
SINVAUX  and  A\ere  billeted  in  dugouts. 

October  22nd  at  17  o'clock  we  marched  to  a  position  near  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM;  arrived  there  at  23  o'clock  and  stayed  in  the  woods  until  3:45  o'clock 
the  morning  of  the  23rd  when  we  tcok  positions  at  5:30  o'clock  awaiting  at- 
tack of  BOIS  D'ETRAYES.  Our  regiment  attacked  at  6:15  o'clock  and  our 
position  was  in  the  second  line  of  our  company  which  was  the  supporting  com- 
pany of  Co.  A.  All  was  well  until  8:30  when  we  reached  intermediate  objec- 
tive. At  9:25  o'clock  attacked  in  the  direction  of  the  normal  objective  which 
was  reached  about  13:50  o'clock. 

This  platoon  was  in  the  rear  of  the  line  as  support  until  4:30  o'clock  when 
the  enemy  gave  us  a  counter-attack;  immediately  this  platoon  was  forced  into 
the  line  and  quieted  down  the  enemy  to  a  certain  extent.  Again  at  18:00 
o  'clock  they  tried  us  with  another  counter-attack  and  owing  to  the  26th  Divi- 
sion being  so  slow  in  making  their  objective  the  enemy  were  able  to  flank  us. 
On  discovering  this,  this  platoon  was  taken  to  reinforce  the  flank.  The  fire 
of  the  enemy  was  so  severe  that  it  was  advisable  to  retire  about  300  meters 
which  gave  us  a  stronger  position  and  a  much  better  field  of  fire. 

About -7  o'clock  the  24th  of  October,  this  platoon  took  up  its  former  posi- 
tion where  we  remained  until  the  25th  when  we  were  relieved  about  6  o'clock 
by  Co.  G,  114th  Infantry. 

We  marched  back  to  COTE  DES  ROCHE'S  arriving  about  8:30  o'clock. 

FRANKLIN  EDWARDS, 

Captain,  113th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  B. 


OPERATIONS  REPORT  23  OCT.,  1918,  CO.  C,  113TB.   INFANTRY 

At  5:45  A.M.  this  company  took  up  position  at  MOLLEVILLE  FARM 
and  at  6:15  left  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  in  a  N.E.  direction  to  get  on  the  left 
of  a  company  from  the  26th  Division,  who  were  crowding  Company  A  on  our 
right.  At  8:30  o'clock  this  company  advanced  into  woods  E.N.E.  and  reach- 
ing our  intermediate  objective  at  approximately  8:30  o'clock.  Previous  to 
this  time  we  had  lost  connection  with  the  116th  Infantry  and  although  patrols 
had  been  sent  out  liaison  could  not  be  established.  While  resting  at  the  in- 
termediate objective  a  H.  E.  shell  believed  to  be  from  our  own  guns  landed  in 
the  midst  of  this  company,  killing  one  and  wounding  several. 

About  10  o'clock  this  company  renewed  their  advance  through  the  woods 
and  reached  the  open  field  about  11:30  o'clock. 

At  13:30  o'clock  we  reached  the  woods  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  open 
field  capturing  two  German  officers  and  eight  enlisted  men.  These  were  sent 
back  under  guard  of  two  sentries.  From  14  o'clock  the  opposing  fire  being 
lighter  the  company  advanced  reaching  railroad  about  14  o'clock.  This  com- 
pany rested  until  16  o'clock  and  sent  out  patrols  to  establish  liaison  with  116th 
Infantry,  but  were  unsuccessful  in  their  mission.  At  5:30  next  morning  a 
German  working  party  was  surprised  by  a  squad  and  three  prisoners  were 
taken.  Two  sentries  were  sent  with  them  to  Company  A,  but  they  were  at- 
tacked by  a  German  party  and  the  two  prisoners  and  one  sentry  were  taken  by 
the  enemy  party. 
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At  6:30  o'clock  our  left  flank  reported  Germans  attacking  our  right  flank, 
I  ordered  the  company  to  fall  back  about  200  yards,  which  was  made  in  an 
orderly  manner  with  no  casualties.  After  we  had  fallen  back  liaison  was 
established  with  Company  A,  116th  Infantry,  who  had  dropped  back  during 
the  night,  as  the  company  which  was  supposed  to  be  on  our  left  was  lying  in 
shell  holes  to  our  right  rear.  Company  A  advanced  into  the  woods  but  a  Ger- 
man barrage  prevented  this  company  from  advancing  further  during  the  day. 
We  held  the  position  all  day  as  ordered,  until  relieved.  We  were  relieved 
about  1  o'clock  the  following  morning  and  proceeded  to  MOLLEVILLE  FARM 
which  was  reached  without  any  casualties. 

FRANK  A.  PEE, 
1st  Lieut.,  113th  Inf., 
Comdg.  Co.  C. 


Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  C,  113th   Infantry,  Oct.  23,    '18. 

5:30.    Arrived  at  MOLLEVILLE  FARM. 

6:16.  Left  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  in  a  N.E.  direction  to  get  en  the  left 
of  a  company  from  the  26th  Division,  who  was  crowding  Company  A  of  our 
regiment,  who  were  on  our  right. 

8:30.  Moving  slowly  we  advanced  across  road  and  into  the  woods  moving 
K.X.E.,  reaching  our   intermediate  objective  at    approximately   8:30.      Previous 

to  this  time  we  had  lost  eontacl  with  the  1 16th  Inf.  and  although  many  patrols 
were  sent  out  liaison  could  not  be  established.  While  resting  at  the  intermediate 
objective  a  H.  E.  shell,  presumably  from  one  of  <»«j r  own  guns,  landed  in  our 

midst,  killed  one  and  wounded  several. 

10:80.      At   abonl    ten   o'clock    we   renewed   our   advance   through    the    woods 

against  a  heavy  machine  gun  resistance  and  reached  the  open  field  about  n  :.';<>. 

11:80.      The   machine    gun    fire    seemed    to    come    from    our    Hank    and    as   our 

orders  were  to  move  forward  -we  left  the  cleaning  out  of  the  enemy  on  our 
flank  to  the  flank  companies;  we  crawled  from  shell  hole  to  ihell  hole  across 

the  open   field.     We  were  then   in  a    N.N'.K.  direction. 

13:30.  In  the  neighborhood  of  18:30  o'clock  we  readied  the  woods  on  tin- 
farther  side  of  the  Open  field,  capturing  two  German  officers  and  about  eight 
enlisted    men.      They   were  sent    hack    under   the  guard   of   two  sentries. 

14:00.     The  Opposing  fire  being  lighter  we  advanced   through  the  woods  and 

down  the  slope  d  the  iiiii  reaching  the  railroad  aboul  14:00  o'clock,  bu1  aboul 

three  hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  OUT  proper  position.  The  attacking  platoon 
a/id  the  support  platoon  IT«M  then  so  weak  that  the  only  officer  there  combined 
them   and    making   our-    platoon    about    thirty    strong. 

16:00.    We  rested  here  until  about  16:00  o'clock  while  patrols  went  out  to 

our  left.  They  were  unsuccessful  in  their  attempts  to  gain  in  format  ion  of  the 
H0th  Infantry  and  about  10:80  the  Co.  Comdr.  moved  us  nil  by  the  left  flank 
80  as  to  gel  our  left  on  the  left  of  the  norm;.l  objective  originally  assigned  to 
us,  but  in  SO  doing  we   lost  contact   with   the  company  on   our    right  flank.     After 

establishing  our  left  the  platoon  in  a  line  of  ■kirmishei  with  about  Ave  yards 

interval    moved    flown    the    slope    about    fifteen    yards    and    entrenched    for    the 

night. 

17:00.  About.  17:00  o'clock  patrols  reported  (lermans  to  our  left  and 
front,   and    while   assistant   commander  searched   two  old    buildings   the    platoon 
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commander  started  out  with  one  man  to  find  company  A  and  to  get  reinforce- 
ments to  make  attack  on  the  Boche,  but  they  never  returned.  We  held  the 
position  all  night  with  two  or  three  slight  skirmishes  but  the  enemy  was  suc- 
cessful in  establishing  a  line  of  resistance  within  fifty  yards  of  our  line. 

Oct.  24.  5:30.  About  5:30  the  next  morning  a  German  working  party  was 
surprised  on  our  left  by  a  squad  and  three  prisoners  were  taken.  Two  sen- 
tries were  sent  with  them  to  Company  A  but  they  were  attacked  by  a  German 
party  and  the  prisoners  and  one  sentry  were  taken  by  the  enemy  party. 

6:30.  Our  left  flank  reported  Germans  digging  in  on  that  flank  and  the 
German  patrol  was  fired  on  on  our  right  so  the  assistant  platoon  commander 
ordered  a  retreat  of  two  hundred  yards  which  was  made  in  an  orderly  manner 
and  without  any  casualties.  After  retreating,  connection  was  then  established 
with  Company  A  who  had  dropped  back  during  the  night.  Also  connection  was 
established  with  the  116th  Infantry  as  the  company  which  was  supposed  to  be 
on  our  left  was  laying  in  shell  holes  to  our  right  rear.  After  explaining  the 
situation  the  company  from  the  116th  Infantry  moved  off  to  the  left  but  went 
so  far  that  connection  was  again  lost,  but  liaison  was  kept  with  the  right  flank 
company.  Company  A  advanced  into  the  woods  but  a  German  barrage  prevented 
our  company  from  advancing  any  further  during  the  day.  Reconnoitoring  patrols 
were  sent  out  hourly  but  no  information  was  gained.  The  barrage  and  their 
machine  guns  wounded  three  of  our  men  and  we  put  them  in  a  trench  for  the 
day. 

18:00.  We  held  the  position  in  the  open  field  all  day  until  18:00  o'clock 
when  we  moved  up  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  connected  up  with  Company 
A  again.  I  sent  one  man  back  to  act  as  a  guide,  per  instructions  received  from 
the  Major,  in  case  a  relief  was  sent. 

19:00.  Enemy  planes  flew  low  over  us  during  the  afternoon  and  about 
ID:  00  o'clock  a  heavy  fire  from  machine  guns  kept  us  very  low  but  did  not 
succeed  in  moving  us. 

24:00.  About  24:00  o'clock  the  relief  came  and  about  1  o'clock  of  the 
following  morning  we  started  to  MOLLEVlLJjE  FARM  which  we  reached 
without  any  trouble. 

K.  D.  SHANNON,  SGT., 

Co.  D,  113th  Infantry. 


Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  C,  113th  Infantry,  Oct.  23,  1918. 

5  A.M.  took  up  position  at  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Laid  there  during 
artillery  preparation.  Started  to  advance  in  a  N.E.  direction  at  6:15  A.M. 
Advanced  about  a  100  yards  shell  exploded  throwing  me  and  hurting  my  hip. 
I  went  back  for  first  aid  and  during  that  time  Lieut.  Benedict  was  wounded. 
I  was  not  seriously  wounded  so  went  back  with  my  platoon.  Kept  advancing 
in  a  N.E.  directicn  until  I  had  proper  distance  then  advanced  in  an  easterly 
direction.  Advanced  about  100  yards  east  of  R.R.  and  ran  into  Company  G, 
116th  Infantry  Regiment.  Eased  off  to  the  right  to  connect  with  Company 
B,  116th,  and  1st  platoon  of  my  own  company.  During  this  time  I  lost  all 
contact  until  I  ran  across  Lt.  Rocney  of  Company  D  who  tried  to  locate  my 
company  for  me.  He  brought  us  back  to  the  open  field  east  of  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM  and  told  me  to  take  the  platoon  due  east  and  there  I  would  find  my 
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company.     I   oteyed  this   instruction   and  ran  into  a  heavy  barrage   which   I 
figured  must  be  fired   while  our  intermediate  objective  was  being  held.     Had 
to  come  back  and  met  Lt.  Burke  of  Company  D,  who  was  also  lost  sitting  in  a 
shell  hole  waiting  for  the  barrage  to  lift.     I  also  waited.     Time — about  8:15. 
1  sent  out  at  different  times  in  different  directions  trying  to  locate  some  of 
the  1st  Bn.,  but  never  succeeded.     Met  a  runner  frcm  A  Company  who  told 
me  to  go  straight  up  the  road  and  that  I  M  find  the  first  Bn.  there.     I  did  so 
and  came  to  an  open  field  where  was  a  heavy  machine  gun  fire.     I  was  told 
by  some  Lt.  from  116th  not  to  try  to  cross  the  field.     It  was  then  about  noon. 
We  laid  in  shell  holes  waiting  for  a  chance  to  wcrk  our  way  up.     At  about 
4:15  I  sent  two  men  from  A  Company  whom  I  had  picked  up  to  try  to  locate 
their  company  and  let  me  know  results.     They  were  gone  about  an  hour  when 
some  runner  told  me  I  would   find  C  Company  east   frcm  the  road.      I   went 
myself  to  locate  them  and  met  Lt.  from  C  Company  who  said  he  knew  where 
company  was.     He  led  me  into  a  small  woods   where  we   ran   into  three  Ger- 
man machine  guns.     We  made  for  the  rear  and  tried  to  locate  ourselves.     He 
said  our  Company  had  moved  from  where  he  had  left  them.    We  were  under  ma- 
chine gun  fire  all  the  time  so  we  crept  back  to  a  woods  where  I  tried  to  find  road 
leading  to  my  platoon.      It  was  dark  by  this  time  so  I  couldn't   read  my  com- 
pass and  I  wan  lost.     I  walked  toward  an  open  field  where  I  came  across  Co. 
D,  116th.     I  attached  myself  to  this  company.     Co.    D  took  up  position  in  shell 
holes  and  at  5:30  the  next   morning  I   was  sent   back   with  prisoners. 

ALBERT  RUTH,  SGT., 
Company  (',   113th    Infantry. 


Operations  Beport,  3rd  Platoon,  (o.  c,  i i .;</<  Infantry,' £8  Oct.  19J8. 
Starting  out  in  the  morning  about   *  o'clock  in  the  rear  of  the  1st  and  2nd 

platoons  with  ?>2  men  and  marching  in  single  file  we  came  to  the  edge  <  1'  the 
woods  where  German  -artillery  fired  directly  on  us.  The  head  of  the  column 
started  to  double  time  v.  hieh  caused  the  loss  of  the  fourth  platoon  and  half 
of  the  third  p]atOOH.  When  the  artillery  stopf  e«l  firing  I  sent  two  liaison  men 
to  locate  the  rest  of  the  troops.  Finally  we  .-.II  arrived  at  tin-  ruined  village. 
Time  about  5:30.  At  6:1",  we  started  to  advance  i"  the  rear  of  the  first 
platoon  arriving  in  the  woods  still  in  the  rear  of  the  1st  platoon  at  about  8 
o'clock.  We  ran  into  our  own  barrage  and  had  to  l;iy  low  for  about  8  half  .'"' 
hour.  We  were  lost  and  were  fold  to  stay  where  we  were.  During  this  time 
a  shell  eame  over  and  landed  in  the  center  of  a  group  0*  men,  patting  five 
more   of   my   men    out   of  action.      We    were   then    told    to   drop   back    a   couple   of 

hundred  yards  to  keep  out  ot  the  fir.-  .-is  it  seemed  to  be  our  own  barrage. 
We  doped  this  out  to  be  our  Intermediate  objective. 

We  started  ofl  again  <*>t  about  9:80  with  Co.  A  on  our  rfghl  and  .'irrived 
at  the  normal  objective  about  14:00  o'clock,  capturing  about,  ten  prisoner 
amengft  whom  were  ofticers.  We  rested  here  for  about  :m  hour  and  a  half. 
At  this  place  the  1st  and  3rd  platoons  combined  and  ma,de  one  platoon  because 
each  bad  been  weakened  during  the  day,  with  Lt.  Hcherrer  as  the  commander. 
We   marched    down    the   track    to   tin-    point    where    we    were   supposed    to    connect 

with  the  116th  Regiment    Daring  this  march  we  eaptnred  t  German  Bed  CroM 

men.  We  could  find  no  trace  of  the  110th,  but  we  took  up  a  position  just  the 
same   with    our    right    nbo.it    500   ynrds    from    the    left    of   Company    A.      About 
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17:00  o'clock  a  runner  was  sent    out  for    reinforcements    and    about    18:00 

o'clock  the  Lt.  and  a  Corporal  left  on  the  same  mission  leaving  the  assistant 

platoon   commander   in   charge.     At   about   21:00   o'clock   we   heard    German 

soldiers  talking  in  front  of  us  and  from  the  noise  they  made  we  judged  that 

there  were  a  large  number  of  them.     A  hand  grenade  thrown  into  their  crowd 

seemed  to  take  effect  and  the  rest  kept  their  distance  the  rest  of  the  night. 

Early  in  the  morning  we  captured  three  prisoners  and  sent  them  back  with 

two  guards.     Pretty  soon  one  of  the  guards  came  back  saying  that  they  had 

run  into  a  German  party  and  the  prisoners  taken  back  and  one  of  the  guards 

being  captured.     Soon  after  we  located  the  enemy  on  both  flanks  and  as  they 

seemed  to  be  strong  in  the  front  we  decided  to  retreat  which  was  done  in  an 

orderly  manner  about  7:00  o'clock.     At  this  time  our  artillery  was  falling  in 

front  of  our  position  and  enabled  us  to  withdraw  without  any  trouble.     On 

dropping  back  about  200  yards  we  met  the  116th  Inf.  and  they  were  on  our 

right  rear  and  we  told  them  they  were  wrong  and  at  12:30  they  moved  to  the 

positions.     At  this  point  we  established  our  lines  with  our   right  connecting 

with  left  of  Co.  A.     We  were  there  until  about  24:00  o'clock  when  we  were 

relieved. 

STANLEY  BACKMUKG,  SGT., 

Company  C,  113th  Inf. 


Operations  Beport,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  C,  113th  Infantry,  Oct.  23,  1018. 

At  5:45  A.M.  Oct.  28,  1918,  the  4th  Platoon  started  their  advance,  under 
command  of  Lt.  Lones  and  Corp.  Tepley.     The  platoon  in  a  line  of  groups 
keeping  about  50  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  2nd  platoon.     The  2nd  platoon  ad- 
vanced into  the  woods  and  disappeared.     We  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  woods 
and  under  protection  of  a  high  bank  changed  our  course  to  a  due  east  direction 
and  advanced  part  way  through  the  German  barb  wire.     At  this  point  the  ma- 
chine gun   fire   became   terrific   and   the  order  was   given,  to   get   down.     After 
laying  in  back  of  a  bank  for  about  one  hour  still  in  a  line  of  groups  I  noticed 
that  the  squad  on  my  left  had  been  shot  up  pretty  well,  leaving  four  of  them 
laying  dead  or  wounded.     About  15  minutes  later  I  noticed  a  column  of  men 
advancing  along  the  bank  in  front  of  us  and   I  shouted  to  warn  them  of  the 
machine  guns  directly  in  front,  but   it  was  too  late,  and  the  rest  of  them  ran 
back  leaving  two  of  their  men  laying  there.     Just  about  this  time  one  of  my 
men   pulled   my  leg  and   pointed  about   100  yards  to  my  right  and  a  little  to 
the  rear.     There  in  a  little  thicket  were  about  40  Germans  roaming  around  at 
will.     At  this  point  one  of  my  men  was  killed  by  a  sniper  in  this  bunch.     I 
crept   into  a  shell  hole  and  the  rest   of  the  platoon  did  likewise.     At  5   P.M. 
this  group  was  chased  away  by  a  large  shell  from  our  artillery  which  dropped 
in  their  midst.     At  5:15  P.M.  things  quieted  down  and  I  sent  one  man  from 
my  shell  hole  to  establish  communication  with  the  company,  which  I  believed 
held   the   lines  on  our  right.     I   did  this  because   I   could  see  no   more  troops 
around  only  myself  and  three  men   from  the  fourth  platoon  in  the  shell  hole 
with  me.     Five  minutes   later  I  saw   about  seven  of  the  4th  platoon  in  shell 
holes  a  little  distance  away.     We  all  crawled  out  and  formed  a  line  about  ten 
yards  to  the  rear  in  back  of  a  bank.     We  just  got  there  in  time  because  the 
Germans  began   another  terrific   machine   gun  fire  throwing   dirt   all   over  us. 
The  bullets  also  came  from  the  back  and  we  dared  not  move.     At  6:15  things 
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grew  quiet  again  and  we  saw  a  column  of  men  get  up  from  the  R.R.  track 
about  100  yards  in  the  rear  of  us.  They  were  from  the  116th  Reg.  and  had 
been  holding  a  line  about  100  yards  in  rear  of  us.  They  then  got  up  and 
formed  on  the  line  with  us.  With  a  group  of  eleven  men  I  inquired  about  the 
113th  Reg.  lines  and  the  Lieut,  from  the  116th  Reg.  informed  me  that  our 
lines  were  in  the  woods  about  a  kilometer  to  our  right.  After  dark  we  started 
out  to  find  our  lines.  Got  lost  and  were  shot  at  several  times,  so  we  lay  in 
the  woods  until  daybreak.  At  daybreak  Oct.  24,  we  crawled  out  of  the  woods 
and  went  back  of  the  lines  and  found  the  Bn.  P.C.  where  I  reported  with 
eleven  men. 

ARTHUR  SMITH, 
Corp.  Co.  C,  113th  Inf. 
#*#■*#♦ 

7  Nov.,  18. 
OPEBATIONS  BE  POET,  CO.  D.   113th  INFANTEY. 

1.  We  had  been  laying  in  the  reserve  trenches  for  three  (3)  days  and  two 
(2)  nights  before  we  received  the  order  to  move  up  to  the  line  to  support  com- 
panies A  and  C  of  this  regiment,  who  had  just  started  to  go  over  the  top. 
We  were  following  Company  B  when  the  enemy  started  to  shell  the  road 
leading  up  to  the  line.  The  men  did  not  lose  their  spirit  during  this  fire.  Dur- 
ing this  shelling  we  lost  Captain  Arthur  I).  Marsh,  Sergeant  Joseph  P.  Keilly, 
Corporals   Peter  Leddy    and    Samuel    Cohen,   and    Pvts.    Alphonso    Dufault    and 

Cr  on  Pitts,  who  were  killed  and  Sergeants  John  P.  Mfandy,  William  J.  Cook, 

Robert  J.  Pritchard  and  Supply  Sergeanl  Charles  H.  Condradi  and  quite  a 
number  of  Corporals  and  Privates  who  were  wounded.  After  we  had  gone  up 
the  road  a  short  distance  ire  received  the  order  to  throw  our  packs  and  HurpliiH 
equipment  in  a  pile  SO  that  it  could  easily  Ik-  gathered  up  by  a  salvaging 
party.      About   ten   minutes   later   we   were  told  to   lead   our   pieces   and   fix   bay 

onets. 

2.  When  we  reached  the  support  line,  we  were  ordered  to  lav  down  along 
the  railroad,  due  to  the  enemy  machine  gun  fire,  which  was  very  heavy,  directed 
upon    us.      We    held    this    position    tor    ahout    on<-    hall'    hour    and    then    ire    WOM 

placed  in  shelters.    The  name  night   {Oct.  j*t  t918)  [dent,  Efoney  and  a  party 

of  eight  (H)  men  went  to  the  rear  t  o  search  for  the  Captain1!  body,  which  thev 
found,  and  brought  it  to  the  fir.t  aid  station,  where  it  lay.  We  received  word 
of  successful  attack  and  were  informed  that  Tompans  A  and  C  could  hold  the 
line  without   assistance. 

?>.  On  the  night  of  the  !.'>lh  October,  we  were  taken  from  the  support  posi- 
tion and  sent  up  to  the  1st  line,  where  we  relieved  Company  i  of  this  regi- 
ment. On  our  left  was  Company  B,  ll.'ith  Inf.  and  on  our  right  w:is  the 
114th  [nf.  Between  our  right  think  and  the  lltth  Inf.  there  was  a  large  gap 
in    the  -line.      This    was   covered    by    machine    gun    units   of  our   brigade.       We    re 

mained  on  the  line  until  October  I9ih,  when  we  were  relieved  by  Compnn)   K, 

101st  Inf.,  20th  Division,  During  this  tour  of  duty,  we  lost  a  large  number 
of  men,  due  to  influenza,  trench  and  kindred  nilmonN.  We  then  came  1,,'ick  to 
the  new  reserve  dugouts  where  we  remained  until  October  21,  t918,  On  the 
night  of  the  Zfsf  we  received  order  1o  move  up  to  the  line  again,  in  prepar:. 
tion  for  another  attack.  We  were  all  assembled  and  ready  to  move  off,  when 
We  received  notice  that  the  order  was  rescinded.  The  U6Zl  night,  however,  we 
did   go   Up,  this  time  to   another   part   of  the  sector.      We   lay   in    the   brush   for 
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the  night  and  at  3:30  A.M.  23rd  Oct.  18,  we  started  out  to  take  up  our  posi- 
tion, before  our  barrage  was  laid  down.  While  we  were  going  to  our  position, 
part  of  the  column  was  separated  from  the  main  body.  I  was  among  them, 
being  with  the  Headquarters  Section,  litter  bearers  and  1st  aid  men  attached 
to  the  company.  Just  about  5:30  A.M.  the  barrage  started  and  I  knew  the 
drive  was  ready  to  start.  We  attached  ourselves  to  a  part  of  the  101st  Inf. 
and  from  there  I  was  able  to  locate  our  own  organization,  to  which  I  reported 
with  the  men  under  my  command.  Lieut.  James  B.  Burke  was  the  first  officer 
of  the  company  that  I  met,  and  when  I  found  out  that  part  of  the  company  was 
with  him  and  that  he  did  not  know  where  the  remainder  of  the  company  was.  I 
attached  myself  to  his  body  and  sent  runners  out  to  locate  the  remainder  of  the 
company.     They  were  unsuccessful  in  this  attempt. 

4.  At  6:15  A.M.  our  barrage  lifted  and  we  started  to  drive.  All  during 
the  attack,  we  were  forced  to  face  heavy  machine  gun  fire  from  our  right,  left 
and  front.  We  advanced  due  east  for  about  200  meters  and  then  shifted  to  a 
northeasterly  course  at  the  rate  "of  about  ]0  meters  per  minute.  We  reached 
our  objective  at  11:20  A.M.  We  entrenched  ourselves  as  best  we  could  and 
made  all  other  preparations  for  a  counter-attack  which  did  not  come.  The 
enemy,  however,  sent  out  large  combat  patrols,  throughout  the  entire  night  and 
part  of  the  next  day,  21th  Oct.  18,  but  they  were  easily  repulsed  with  losses, 
each  time.  On  the  night  of  the  23rd,  Lieut.  Burke,  commanding  the  1st  and 
2nd  platoons  left  us  to  establish  communication  with  the  organization  on  our 
right,  leaving  me  in  command.  He  never  returned  and  it  was  not  until  the 
following  noon  that  1  found  out  he  had  been  killed.  On  the  morning  of  the 
2ith,  Sergeants  Thomas,  J.  Cruthers  and  Act.  Sergeant  John  J.  Slavin  went 
out  under  heavy  machine  gun  fire  on  the  same  mission  that  Lieut.  Burke  was 
killed.  They  found  the  Commanding  Officer  of  Company  B  900  yards  to  our 
right  and  rear.  They  told  him  that  we  were  in  a  perilous  position  with  our 
right  flank  exposed  to  the  machine  gun  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  he  advanced  600 
yards  with  his  company  and  we  fell  back  to  the  new  line,  which  he  had  estab- 
lished. 

5.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  24th,  the  3rd  and  4th  platoons  of  this  company 
who  had  been  lost,  after  their  commanding  officer,  Lieut.  Robert  D.  Roney^ 
had  been  wounded  and  taken  to  the  rear,  were  brought  to  me  by  a  runner  and 
after  giving  them  something  to  eat,  I  placed  them  on  the  line  to  fill  in  a  gap 
which  existed  between  Companies  A  and  C.  At  3:15  A.M~  25  Oct.  18  we  were 
relieved  by  Company  H,  113th  Inf.  and  we  went  back  to  the  reserve  position 
where  we  remained  for  two  hours.  We  then  went  back  to  where  the  regiment 
was  assembling.  Here  I  reported  to  Lieut.  Walter  E.  Bercher  who  was  then 
in  command  of  the  company  and  who  remained  in  command  of  same  until  re- 
lieved by  Lieut.  James  A.  Jennings,  our  present  commanding  officer. 

FRED  FLEX, 

Sergt.  Co.  D,  113th  Inf. 

U.  S.  Inf. 


Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  D,  113th  Infantry. 

We  left  the  reserve  line  trenches  on  October  13th,  1918  passing  thru  a  bar- 
rage laid  down  CO  the  road  and  on  both  sides,  by  the  enemy  suffering  the  loss 
of  our  platoon  Sergt.  the  same  day  we  went  to  the  support  of  Company  C,  and 
Company  A  of  this  regiment,  on  the  night  of  the  14th  Oct.  we  relieved  the  3rd 
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Platoon  of  Co.  I  of  113th  Inf.  holding  the  lines  until  the  18th,  en  which  date 
we  were  relieved  by  Company  E  of  the  101st  Infantry.  The  entire  platoon 
then  went  back  to  the  reserve  position  remaining  there  over  the  night. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  October  we  again  moved  in  support  of  Cos.  A  & 
C,  remaining  in  same  until  the  82nd;  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd  at  6:15  A.M. 
we  went  over  the  top  at  the  rate  of  10  meters  per  minute;  we  lost  liaison  with 
other  units  and  were  practically  lost  until  a  runner  from  Sgt.  Reich  in  com- 
mand of  the  3rd  platocn,  reported  to  me  and  said  that  Lieut.  Roney  had 
ordered  both  platoons  to  withdraw  to  the  railroad  about  300  yards  to  my  rear; 
we  went  down  the  track  for  a  distance  of  about  500  yards  but  failed  to  find 
Lieut.  Roney.  Sgt.  Reich  and  I  sent  out  runners  to  try  and  lecate  him  or  our 
company  but  they  failed;  we  then  took  cover  in  the  wcods  for  the  night  and 
the  following  afternoon  a  runner  from  Co.  B  of  this  regiment  led  both  platocns 
to  our  own  company  where  we  remained  until  relieved  at  3:15  A.M.  on  the  25th 
October  by  Co.  II,  114th  Infantry.  We  then  withdrew  to  the  reserve  where  the 
regiment  assembled. 

WALTER  LARZLEER, 

Sgt.  Co.  D,  113th  Infantry. 

Report    of   Operation*,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.    D,    113th    Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  October  22nd  we  received  orders  to  move  to  MOLLE- 
VILLE  FARM  where  we  stayed  in  brush  all  the  night  and  at  3:30  A.M.  on 
the  morning  of  the  23rd,  we  started  out  to  take  up  our  position.  .Just  as  we 
arrived  our  barrage  started  and  I  instructed  the  men  what  to  do;  we  made 
ready  to  go  over,  all  the  men  being  in  the  best  of  spirits,  and  very  anxious  to 
get  at  the  Huns.  At  6:15  A.M.  our  barrage  lifted  and  we  went  over  in  sup- 
port of  Co.  ('.  We  faced  very  heavy  M.(i.  tire  from  our  left,  right  and  front  ; 
snipers  were  very  busy  also;  ire  advanced  due  east  for  about  200  meters  and 
then  changed  to  a  northeasterly  direction;  we  advanced  in  combat  groups  and 
reached  our  objective  a1  abort  11:80  A.M.  Lieut.  Murkc  then  gave  <  nlers  to 
entrench  as  best  we  could;  we  did  mo  nnd  then  made  preparations  for  a  counter 
attack.  At  about  0:30  P.M.  Lieut.  Burke  left  me  to  And  Lt.  Sullivan,  Co.  A. 
After  he  had  gone  the  enemy  sent  out  large  combat  patrols,  but  we  repulsed 
each  time  with  losses  to  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  tin-  24th  Sgt.  Tins. 
Cruthors  and  myself  went  out  under  heavy  M.O.  Are  to  gel  commuiiicat  inn 
with  our  right  and  left  Hanks;  we  found  tin-  CO.  Co.  H,  about  IKK)  yards  to 
our    right    and    to    our    rear;    we    told    him    that    we    were    in    ;i    perilous    position 

with  our  right  and  left  flanks  exposed  and  he  advanced  with  his  company  and 

established    a    lino    about    .'50   yards    to   OUT    roar;    here    we    fell    b.-ick    and    placed 
ourselves   under   his   command. 

At  this  moment  I  first  was  Informed  that  Lieut.  P.urke  of  our  company 
was  killed   by  ;m   enemy  patrol. 

.JOHN  J.  8LAVIN, 

Hgt.  Co.   I),    113th    Inf. 

"Report  of  Operations,  3rd  "Platoon,  ('<>.  J>.  118th  Infantry, 

We  left  the  reserve  line  trenches  in  the  rear  of  the  Ith  Platoon  en  Oct.  tin 
IS}  about  2  P.M.  00  the  way  to  the  line  the  enemy  Opened  up  a  heavy  artil- 
lery fire  shelling  the  road  on  both  sides;  we  suffered  several  casualties.  The 
same  day  we  went  in  support  of  Co'l  A  ft  ('  of  this  regiment.  On  the  ffth  the 
largest    part    of   the    .''rd    pbitoon     in    confirm nd     of     Hgt.     Q&0,     Krich     went     on 
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the  line  to  relieve  a  platoon  of  Co.  K  of  this  regiment.  We  held  the  line  until 
the  ISth,  on  which  date  we  were  relieved  by  K  Co.  of  the  102nd  Infantry. 
The  balance  of  the  3rd  Platoon  went  on  the  line  in  command  of  Lieut.  Eoney 
on  the  14th.  They  were  relieved  by  Co.  E,  101st  Inf.  on  the  18th;  the  entire 
platoon  then  went  back  to  the  reserve  position,  remaining  there  over  night. 
On  the  night  of  the  19th  October  we  again  moved  in  support  of  Co 's  A  &  C 
remaining  in  same  until  the  22nd.  On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  at  6:15  A.M. 
we  went  over  the  top  in  rear  of  the  4th  platoon  at  the  rate  of  10  meters  per 
minute.  We  lost  ground  by  losing  connection  with  other  units;  a  runner  re- 
ported from  Lieut.  Eoney  and  ordered  us  to  withdraw  to  the  railroad,  about 
300  yards  to  our  rear;  we  went  down  the  track  for  a  distance  of  about  500 
yards  but  failed  to  find  Lieut.  Eoney;  we  sent  out  runners  to  try  and  locate 
him  or  our  company  but  they  failed;  we  then  took  cover  in  the  woods  for  the 
night  and  on  the  following  afternoon  we  came  in  contact  with  a  runner  from 
Co.  B  of  this  regiment  who  brought  us  to  our  own  company;  we  remained 
with  Co.  D  until  relieved  at  3:15  A.M.  on  the  25th  October  by  Co.  H  of  the 
114th  Infantry  and  we  then  went  to  the  reserve  where  the  regiment  was  as- 
sembled. GEOEGE  EEICH, 

Sgt.  Co.  D,  113th  Infantry. 

****** 

Report   of   Operations,   4th   Platoon,   Company   D,   113th   Infantry. 

We  were  in  the  reserve  position  for  three  days  and  two  nights;  we  then 
received  orders  to  move  up  to  the  lines  to  act  as  a  support  for  Co.  A  of  this 
regiment;  when  we  reached  the  railroad  we  were  ordered  to  lay  down  and  at 
the  same  time  to  fix  bayonets;  we  stood  in  this  position  for  about  one  hour 
and  then  took  shelter  in  the  dugouts  nearby. 

On  the  loth  Oct.  under  the  command  of  Lt.  Eoney  of  this  Company,  we 
relieved  Company  L  of  the  3rd  Battalion  of  this  regiment,  which  position  we 
held  for  three  days  and  three  nights  and  we  were  relieved  by  the  101st  Regi- 
ment. We  came  back  to  the  reserve  trenches  and  on  October  22nd  we  received 
an  order  to  move  to  the  front  lines  to  make  preparations  for  attack. 

At  6:1.1  A.M.  October  23rd,  when  cur  barrage  lifted  we  went  over  in  sup- 
port of  Co.  0  in  combat  groups,  faced  heavy  machine  gun  fire  from  our  left, 
right  and  front;  snipers  at  this  moment  were  very  busy;  we  reached  our  ob- 
jective at  11:30  A.M.  on  the  same  date.  Lieut.  Burke  of  this  company  gave 
orders  to  entrench  as  best  as  we  could ;  we  did  so  and  made  preparations  for  a 
counter-attack;  at  about  9:30  Lieut.  Burke  left  us  to  find  out  where  Lieut. 
Sullivan  was  located.  After  he  left  the  enemy  sent  out  large  combat  patrols 
but  we  repulsed   them  with  losses  to  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  Sgt.  John  Slavin  and  myself  started  out  under 
heavy  machine  gun  fire  to  get  in  communication  with  our  right  and  left  flanks; 
we  found  the  CO.  Co.  B  about  90  yards  to  the  right  and  to  our  rear;  we  told 
him  of  our  position  with  the  information  that  our  flanks  on  the  right  and  left 
were  exposed. 

Captain  Edwards  and  his  command  then  advanced  and  established  a  line 
about  30  yards  to  our  rear;  our  platoon  fell  back  and  placed  ourselves  under 
the  command  of  CO.  Co.  B. 

The  death  of  Lieut.  Burke  of  our  company  was  reported  to  me  at  this 
moment.  THOMAS  J.  CRUTHERS, 

Sgt.  Co.  D,  113th  Infantry. 
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7    November,    1918. 
Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Bn.,  113th  Infantry. 

10th  October.  This  Bn.  left  the  COTES  DES  ROCHES  4:00  A.M.  under 
orders  to  take  position  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  RAVINE  DE  MOLLE- 
MLLE  between  parallels  26  and  27,  with  the  116th  Inf.  on  their  left  and  the 
3rd  Bn.  113th  Inf.  on  the  right.  The  position  of  this  Bn.  taken  at  11:20  A  M 
was  F  Company,  left  flank  26-81.2  right  flank  26.4—81  supported  by  G  Com- 
pany 300  meters  in  the  rear;  E  Company's  left  flank  26.4—81,  right  flank 
26.9—80.9,  with  H  Company  300  meters  in  support.  This  position  was  held 
throughout  the  night.  This  Bn.  was  in  liaison  with  the  116th  Inf.  on  our 
left  but  not  with  the  3rd  Bn.  on  our  right. 

11th  October.  The  Bn.  moved  up  to  its  objective,  the  southern  slope  of  the 
RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  without  opposition. 
Companies  F  and  E  in  the  front  line  and  G  and  H  300  meters  in  rear,  in  sup- 
port. Liaison  was  established  on  the  left  with  the  116th  Inf.  and  on  the  right 
with  the  3rd  Bn.  113th  Inf.  During  the  early  morning  this  whole  front  was 
heavily  shelled. 

12th  October.  Company  H  was  moved  from  support  into  a  position  be- 
tween Co.  E  on  its  right  and  Co.  F  on  its  left,  right  of  Co.  H  resting  at  26.7— 
81.3.  Their  left  flank  extending  northwest  to  26.5—81.4.  Co.  E  moved  200 
meters  to  the  right,  establishing  liaison  with  Co.  L,  113th  Inf.  on  the  right. 
Co.   F  extending  its  lines  to  the  left  re  -establishing  liaison  with  the   116th  Inf. 

ISth  October.  This  day  was  devoted  to  the  consolidation  and  organization 
of  grand  gained  and  the  establishment  of  liaison  between  all  units,  also  the 
the  constitution  of  a  reserve.  A  detachment,  one  half  platoon,  was  sent  to  the 
CO.  of  the  Bn.  of  the  66th  French  Inf.  on  the  regiment's  immediate  right  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  liaison  between  the  113th  Inf.  and  the  66th  French 
Inf.     This  in  expectation   of  attack  the   following  morning. 

14th  October.  Further  reorganization  of  the  line.  Line*  heavily  shelled 
during  the  night  and  early  morning.  Three  machine  gun  nests  reported  Op- 
posite our  immediate   front    which   fired   occasional   bursts  during   the   .lay. 

/J//*  October.  Co.  P  was  ordered  to  advance  its  left,  north  along  parallel 
26  keeping  contact  with  tin-  M6th  Inf.  This  message  was  delayed  by  runner 
becoming  lost  in  the  uoods  ami  the  CO.  of  <  V  F  did  not  get  his  order  until 
two  hours  after  the  116th  Inf.  had  advanced  ami  liaison  lost.  Co.  F  then 
advancer!  and  at  the  end  of  the  .lay  the  left  rested  ;,t  81.9— 26.1.  The  right 
rested  at  26.2—81.7,  on  the  north  side  of  the  RAVIN!  DE  MOLLKYILLK. 

The  open  space  between  the  right  of  Co,  F  and  the  left  of  Co.  H  which 
was  on  the  south  side  of  the  ravine  uas  covered  by  machine  guns.  The  mes 
sage  to  Co.  G  to  move  from  support  and  report  to  an  oOicer  of  the  I  HJth  Inf. 
for  liaison  purposes  uas  also  delayed  by  a  lost  runner  and  due  to  this  delay 
when  they  did  report  the  officer  was  not  to  be  found.  Later  (I  Co.  moved 
forward   endeavoring   to   Complete   its   mission    but    without   success. 

teth   October.      There   was   no  change   during   the   .lav    but    in   the  early   even 
ing  Co.  G  moved  up  on   the  line  between  Co.   F  and  the    M6th    Inf.,  establishing 
liaison   with    the    116th    Inf.   at    25.8—82.8. 

17th  October.  No  change  during  the  day,  but  in  the  early  evening  the 
102nd  Tnf.  relieved  Co.  E  np  to  20.5  taking  over  our  sector  east  of  this  point, 
C<,.  E  relieved  Co.  If.  Co.  H  proceeded  to  BOTH  BO8HOI8  in  support.  Cos. 
K,  F,  and  G  holding  the  line  from  right  of  116th  Inf.  to  26.5.  2nd  Bn.  J\C. 
moved  to  26.2—80.3. 
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18th  October.     Reorganization  and  consolidation  of  positions. 

19th  October.  No  change  during  the  day.  Cos.  F  and  G  were  relieved  dur- 
ing the  night  by  Cos.  A  and  C. 

20th  October.  No  change  during  the  day.  Two  patrols  sent  out  at  night 
to  reconnoiter  hill  in  front  of  our  positions  and  to  capture  prisoners.  No  re- 
sults. 

21st  October.  No  change  during  the  day.  At  night  Cos.  A  and  C  were 
relieved  by  Cos.  K  and  M.  Cos.  A  and  C  proceeded  to  regimental  reserve. 
Two  patrols  sent  out ;  mission  identical  as  night  before.     No  results. 

22nd  October.  Attack  to  be  launched  in  morning  postponed.  During  the 
day  preparations  were  made  for  attack  to  be  launched  the  following  day.  At 
night  two  patrols  went  out  in  front  of  our  positions  with  a  view  of  obtaining 
prisoners  for  coming  operaticn  without  results. 

23  October.  Early  morning  Co.  H  was  split  into  two  groups  in  the  line  of 
attack.  These  groups  were  to  act  as  Combat  Liaison  during  attack  this  day. 
The  right  group  under  Lts.  Smith  and  Lamp  with  machine  gun  section  was  to 
proceed  alcng  flank  of  the  support  companies  of  the  attacking  battalions, 
maintaining  liaison  between  the  26th  Div.  on  the  right  and  29th  Div.  up  to 
27.3 — 82.0,  the  left  group  established  similar  liaison  with  the  116th  Inf.  on 
our  left,   advancing  to   27.0 — 82.3   remaining   in  position  there. 

Early  the  same  morning  Cos.  E,  K  and  M  were  withdrawn  to  a  line  400 
meters  in  rear  of  their  present  front  line.  They  resumed  their  position  on  the 
farmer  line  at  10  A.M.  At  night  Co.  E  was  sent  forward  into  the  line  estab- 
lished by  the  1st  Bn.  in  their  attack  to  strengthen  this  line  in  anticipation  of 
an  early  morning  counter  attack. 

24th  October.  Cos.  A,  B  and  E  retook  position  from  which  they  had  to 
withdraw  due  to  the  short  fire  of  our  artillery.  Cos.  K  and  M  moved  to  south- 
ern slope  of  BULTRUY  BOIS.  Cos.  K  and  M  were  relieved  at  23  o'clock  by 
two  companies  of  1st  Bn.  of  114th  Inf.  and  proceeded  to  COTES  DES 
ROCHES. 

25th  October.  In  the  early  morning  the  Germans  infiltrated  cur  lines  in- 
flicting casualties  on  Co.  E  and  delaying  the  relief  of  Cos.  E  and  H  until  8 
o'clock.  Cos.  E  and  H,  relieved,  proceeded  to  COTES  DES  ROCHES  where 
the  Battalion  was  reassembled.  During  the  entire  period  the  battalion 
occupied  this  sector  it  was  subjected  to  continuous  shelling  by  guns  of  all 
calibres  and  light  concentrations  of  gas.  The  battalion  at  all  times  main- 
tained a  high  standard  of  morale  despite  the  fact  that  they  endured  many 
privations  caused  by  inclement  weather,  lack  of  drinking  water  and  insuf- 
ficient and  unheated  food. 

Casualties 

Officers  Enlisted  Men 

Killed    in    action 2  26 

Wounded 2  99 

Accidentally   wounded 4 

Gassed 1  16 

Missing  in  action 1  10 

Sick 4  229 

Total 10  384 

R.  P.  FREEMAN, 
Major,  113th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Bn.  B. 
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REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  E,  113TB.  INF. 
On  October  12th  occupying  a  front  of  about  300  meters,  consolidated  their 
lines  and  established  communication  with  Co.  H  on  the  left  and  Co.  L  on  the 
right.     Heavy  shelling  by  one-pounders  during  the  days  and  nights  of  Oct.  12 
IS  and  14th. 

October  14th,  orders  received  to  consolidate  our  positions. 

October  17th,  Co.  E  relieved  by  Co.  H,  taking  over  a  front  of  250  meters 

along  the  south  side  of  the  ravine.     Co.  E,  sector  was  taken  over  bY  Co    F 
102nd  Inf.                                                                                                                 J        '      ' 

October  18th.  In  the  early  morning  Co.  E  took  over  in  addition  to  the 
front  formerly  occupied  by  Co.  H,  took  over  the  front  occupied  by  Co.  F  and 
part  of  Co.  G.,  making  the  line  occupied  by  Co.  E  cross  the  ravine  and  run 
along  the  edge  of  BOIS  D'ETRAYES.  While  the  south  side  of  the  ravine 
was  heavily  shelled  the  north  side  received  practically  no  shelling  at  all. 

October  23rd.  Co.  E  drew  back  across  the  ravine  and  occupied  crest  of 
hill  in  rear.  At  5:30  A.M.,  an  American  barrage  followed  almost  instantly 
by  a  German  counter-barrage.  Casualties  in  wounded  heavy,  the  men  having 
no  protection  from  shells  other  than  shell  holes.  At  6:15,  the  1st  Bn.  having 
executed  a  passage  of  lines,  Co.  E  returned  to  the  old  position  held  before 
the  advance. 

October  24th.  At  2:00  o'clock  Co.  E  was  ordered  to  reinforce  Cos.  A  and 
B  who  were  forced  to  retire  200  yards  from  their  objective.  [Jpon  taking  Up 
position  Co.  K,  together  with  Cos.  A  and  B  retook  the  objective  with  no  re 
sistance  except  machine  gun  fire.  Connection  was  lost  with  Co.  C  and  the 
116th  Inf.  who  were  supposed  to  be  on  the  left  leaving  a  gap  between  the 
lines.  The  Germans  onfiitnitcd  through  this  gap  and  attacked  from  both  front 
and  rear  during  the  night   but  were  easily  repulsed. 

October  25th.      Early    in    the   morning   Co.    K    was    relieved    bv   the   1st   Bn 
114th  Inf. 

ELLIOTT   L.   McOANTR, 

2nd    Lieut.,    113th    Inf. 


Report  of  Recent  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co,  E,  n.i  Infantry. 

Commander  1st  Platoon  Co.  E  from  24  o'clock,  17  October  to  2  o'clock  ,?.7 
October  18. 

October  17,  1918.  Organization  of  line  of  resistance.  Artillery  active. 
No  casualties. 

October  18,  1918.  Organization  of  line  of  resistant.  Artillery  active. 
No  casualties. 

October  19,  1918.  Organization  of  line  of  resistance.  Artillery  active. 
No   casualties. 

October  20,  1018.  Organization  of  line  of  resistance.  Artillery  active. 
No  casualties.  Night  combat  patrol  left  26.5—81.4  penetrating  BOIS  OK 
ETRAYE8  at  20  o'clock  to  depth  of  500  meters;  mission  to  capture  prisoners, 
returning  at  2  o'clock,  22  (let.,  1918.     No  results. 

October   21,    ir>18.      Organization    of    line    of    resistance.      Artillery    active. 
NO     casualties.        Night,     combat      patrol    left     20.5—81.4      penetrating      BOIS 
D'ETRAYKH  at  24  o'clock  to  depth  of  500  meters;   mission   to  capture   prison 
ers,  returning  at  2  o'clock,  22  October,   11)18.     No  prisoners. 

October    22,    1918.      Organization    of    line    of    resistance.      Artillery    active. 
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No  casualties.  Night  combat  patrol  left  26.5—81.4  penetrating  BOIS 
D'ETRAYES  to  depth  of  500  meters,  mission  to  capture  prisoners,  returning 
at  26.75—81.45.     No  prisoners. 

October  23,  1918.  Retired  from  line  of  resistance  to  parallel  line  400 
meters  in  rear  for  troops '  safety,  account  of  artillery  preparation  for  attack  of 
102nd  Infantry.  Received  heavy  counter  barrage  from  enemy  from  5:25 
o'clock  to  9:30  o'clock.  Casualties,  6  wounded.  Returned  to  line  of  resistance 
at  10:00  o'clock.  Assigned  to  command  Co.  M,  vice  Lt.  Zendee  wounded. 
Oct.  24,  13  o'clock,  line  of  resistance  well  taken. 

October  24,  1918.  Company  M,  sector  quiet,  no  operation  against  or  by 
enemy  to  22  o'clock.  At  22  o'clock  heavy  artillery  bombardment  of  this  sec- 
tor, 1  killed,  5  wounded.  Relieved  at  2  o'clock,  25  October  18  by  114th  In- 
fantry.    Returned  to  Regtl.  rendezvous  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

ELMER  F.  STAUCH, 

1st  Lieut.,  113th  Inf. 

****** 

Report  of  Recent  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  E,  113th  Infantry. 

October  10.     Took  up  position  at  11  A.M. 

October  11.     Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  12.  Established  liaison  with  3rd  Bn.  on  our  right  after  having 
moved  forward  300  yards. 

October  13 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  14 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  aetive. 

October  15 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  16 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  17— Relieved  by  Co.  F,  102nd  Inf.  in  turn  Co.  F  relieved  Co.  H, 
113th  Infantry.     Organized  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  18 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  19 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  20 — Organization  of  lines.  Artillery  active.  Night  combat  patrol 
left  26.5—81.4  going  thru  BOIS  D'ETRAYES.     No  results. 

October  21 — Organization  of  lines.  Artillery  active.  Night  combat  patrol, 
no   results. 

October  22 — Organization  of  lines.  Artillery  active.  Night  combat  patrol, 
no  results. 

October  23 — Retired  from  line  of  resistance  to  parallel  line  account  of  artil- 
lery preparations  for  attack  by  102nd  Inf.  Received  heavy  counter  barrage 
for  4  hours,  beginning  at  5:30  P.M.  Returned  to  line  of  resistance  at  10 
o  'clock. 

October  24 — Leaving  old  position  to  reinforce  1st  Bn.,  113th  Inf.,  advanced 
300  meters  reaching  and  organizing  objective  of  1st  Bn.,  10  A.M.  25  Oct.  were 
relieved  by  114th  Inf.  1:30  A.M.  proceeded  to  Regimental  rendezvous  at  COTE 
DES  ROCHES. 

CURTIS  W.  STRADER, 
Corp. 


Report  on   Recent   Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  E,  113th  Infantry. 

October  10 — Took  up  position  at  11  A.M. 

October  11 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 
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October  If— Established  liaison  with  3rd  Bn.,  on  our  right  after  having 
moved  forward  300  yards.  Established  liaison  with  Co.  F,  113th  Inf.  on  our 
left.     Artillery  active. 

October  13— Organization   of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  14 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  15 — Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  1 6— Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  17— Relieved  by  Co.  F,  102nd  Inf.  in  turn  Co.  E  relieved  Co.  H, 
113th  Inf.     Organized  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  18— Organization  of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  19 — Organization   of  lines.     Artillery  active. 

October  20— Organization  of  lines.  Artillery  active.  Night  combat  patrol 
left  26.5—81.4  going  thru  BOIS  D'ETRAYES.     No  results. 

October  21— Organization  of  lines.  Artillery  active.  Night  patrol  com- 
bat.    No  results. 

October  22— Organization  of  lines.  Artillery  active.  Night  patrol  combat. 
No  results. 

.October  23— Retired  from  line  of  resistance  to  parallel  line  account  of  ar- 
tillery preparation  for  attack  by  102nd  Inf.  Received  heavy  counter  barrage, 
for  4  hours,  beginning  at  5:30  P.M.  returned  to  line  of  resistance  at  10  o'clock' 

October  24— Leaving  old  position  to  reinforce  1st  Battalion,  113th  Inf. 
Advanced  300  meters  and  organizing  objective  of  1st  Bn.   10  A.M. 

October  f£— Were  relieved  by  114th  Infantry  at  1:30  A.M.  Proceeded  to 
Regimental  rendezvous  at  COTE  DBS  ROCHES. 

THOMA8   OASHOL,   SGT. 


Bepori  of  Recent  Operation$t  tth  "Platoon,  Co,  K,  tlSth  Infantry, 

On   October    It,  Co.    E,  Occupying  a    front    of  about    800   meters   consolidate.! 
their    lines    and    established    communication    with    Co.    JI    on    the    left    and    Co.    L 

on  the  right.     Heavy  shelling  by  1  pounder  at  Interval*  taring  the  dayi  and 

nights  of  Oct.  12,  13,  14.  On  October  U  Orders  can..-  to  advance  but  were 
later  changed  and  orders  to  consolidate  were  Substituted  therefor.  On  the 
night  of  Oct.  17  Co.  E  relieved  Co.  ff,  taking  over  a  front  of  250  meters  along 
the  south  side  of  the  ravine.  Co.  K 's  Hector  was  taken  over  by  Co.  I'\  lOL'nd 
Inf.  On  the  morning  of  Orl.  IS,  Co.  K,  in  addition  to  the  front  occupied 
formerly  by  Co.  II,  took  over  the  front  occupied  by  Co.  \\  and  a  part  of  Co. 
<r.     This  made   the   line  occupied   by  Co.    E  cross   the   raving  and   run  along   the 

edge  of  bois  DTSTRAYES  while  the  louth  side  of  ravine  wat  heavily  shelled, 
the  north  side  receiving  practically  none.    On  the  morning  of  the  ;.'.;,/  October 

IS,  Co.  E  retired  across  the  ravine  and  occupied  the  erest  of  the  hill  in  the 
rear.  At  5:80  our  barrage  started  followed  almost  instantly  by  enemv  counter 
barrage.  The  casualties  in  wounded  were  ytTy  heavy,  the  men  having  q0  pro 
tection  but  shell  holes.  At.  0:10  the  1st  Bn,  having  executed  a  passage  of 
lines,  Co.  E  returned  to  the  old  position  held  before  the  advance.  At  2  A.M. 
On.  21,  Co.  E  was  ordered  to  the  front  line  fa  reinforce  Com.  A  and  B  who  had 
been  forced  to  retire  'Z00  yards  from  their  objective.  Cpon  taking  our  posi 
tion  Co.  E  tOgOthef  with  Cos.  A  and  II  retook  the  objective  with  practically 
no  resistance-  except  heavy  machine  gun  fire.  Connection  was  lost  with  Co.  O 
and  J16th  Jnf.  who  were  supposed  to  be  on  the  left,  leaving  a  gap  in  the  lines. 
Evidently  the  enemy  filtrated  thru  this  gap  for  they  attacked   from  both   front 
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and  rear  during  the  night,  but  were  easily  repulsed.     Early  on  the  morning  of 
the  27th  Co.  E  was  relieved  by  a  company  of  114th  Infantry. 

ELLIOTT  L.  McCANTS, 

2nd  Lt.  113th  Inf. 

****** 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  F,  113TE  INFANTRY. 

Co.  F  entered  reserve  on  October  10th  and  remained  in  reserve  until  the  12th. 
Reconnoitering  patrols  were  sent  out  without  locating  the  enemy.  Co.  F  par- 
ticipated in  an  attack  on  the  14th  advancing  under  a  barrage  in  single  wave 
formation  gaining  objective  on  edges  of  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE.  1 
killed,  2  wounded.  We  established  cur  P.C.  at  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE. 
On  October  15th  we  extended  our  lines  to  the  left  connecting  up  with  the  116th 
Inf.  On  the  16th  of  October  Co.  F  crossed  the  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE 
forming  a  connection  between  the  advancing  116th  Inf.  and  Co.  H,  113th  Inf., 
forming  line  on  edge  of  BULTRUY  BOIS  and  it  was  at  this  point  we  suffered 
our  heaviest  casualties.  Mission  accomplished.  We  went  in  reserve  on  October 
l')th  and  remained  there  until  the  25th. 

STEPHEN  L.  OWENS, 

2nd  Lt.  Inf. 

Comdg.  F. 

#****# 

Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  F,  113th  Inf. 

9  Nov.  18. 
From:  Sgt.  Pierce  E.  Vandcrhoof,  Leader  1st  Platoon. 

To:  CO.,  113th  Inf.,  A.E.F. 

Subject:      Operation  Report  of  activities  in  Trenches. 

Company  "F,"  113th  Inf.,  entered  reserve  on  Oct.  8,  '18  and  remained  in 
reserve  until  the  loth.  On  the  10th  October  1st  Platoon  laid  in  reserve  of 
Comjpany.  The  following  day  platoon  advanced  with  Company  500  yards  to 
road  and  entire  company  went  into  line  and  took  up  position  next  to  M  Com- 
pany 110th  Inf.  On  the  12th  the  left  of  the  line  was  extended  to  take  in  part 
of  M  Co.,  110th.  We  continued  to  hold  the  line  until  the  15th  and  advanced 
about  ]/2  kilometer  to  top  of  hill  and  at  that  point  we  were  caught  in  our 
own  barrage  and  compelled  to  wait  until  company  was  called  into  reserve  on 
Oct,  UK  Several  heavy  concentrations  of  gas  were  sent  over  and  heavv  artil- 
lery fire  from  enemy  was  continued.  While  we  were  in  reserve  lines  were 
heavily  gassed  and  harassed  by  enemy  airplanes  and  artillery.  Platoon  policed 
up  with  rest  of  company  while  in  reserve  covering  an  area  of  one  kilometer 
square  general  direction  north. 

****** 

Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  F,  113th  Inf. 

9  Nov.  18. 
From:  2nd  Platoon  Leader,  Co.  F,  113th  Inf. 

To:  CO.,  113th  Inf.,  A.E.F. 

Subject:     Operation  Report  of  2nd  Platoon. 

Second  platoon  of  Company  <(F"  went  on  line  at  area  on  Oct.  10th,  18, 
laid  on  line  for  twenty-four  hours  in  line  of  resistance  for  the  following  day 
the  platoon  advanced  with  Company  five  hundred  yards  to  road  and  went  into 
line  taking  up  positions  on  right  of  first  platoon;  on  12th  line  was  extended  to 
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take  in  part  of  first  platoon,  they  having  extended  to  right  to  take  in  part  of  M 
Company,  116th  Inf.  We  continued  to  hold  the  line  until  Oct.  15th  and  then 
advanced  about  y2  kilometer  to  top  of  hill,  and  at  that  part  we  were  caught  in 
our  own  barrage  and  we  were  compelled  to  fall  back  to  edge  of  woods,  we  were 
compelled  to  wait  until  company  was  called  into  reserve  on  Oct.  19,  >18.  Also 
participated  in  general  police  up  of  battle  area. 

STEPHEN  L.  OWENS, 

2nd  Lt.  Inf. 
•     »**•« 

Report  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon  Co.  F,  113th  Inf. 

Complying  with  instructions  requesting  Operation  Report  of  activities  while 
company  was  in  trench  area  during  October  the  following  is  submitted. 

Company  "F"  entered  reserve  on  October  8,  1918  and  remained  in  reserve 
until  the  10th;  reconnoitering  patrols  were  sent  out  on  the  10th  and  no  enemy 
were  located.  Company  F  participated  in  attack  on  the  11th  and  advanced 
under  barrage  in  single  wave  formation  gaining  objective  on  edge  of  RAVINE 
DB  MOLLEVILLE,  with  three  casualties,  one  killed  and  two  wounded.  We 
established  our  P.C.  at  DE  MOLLKVILLK.  On  Oct.  12th  we  extended  our 
lines  to  the  left,  connecting  up  with  the  1  16th  Inf.  Airplane  activities  both 
enemy  and  ours  were  normal.  On  Oct.  1<;th  Company  F  crossed  RAVINE  DE 
MOLLEVTLLE  forming  a  connection  between  the  advancing  11  (ith  and  Com- 
pany H,  113th  infantry,  forming  line  on  edge  of  BTJI/TBUY  BOI8  and  it  was 
at  this  point  we  Suffered  our  heaviest  casualties.  We  accomplished  our  mis- 
sion. Light  gai  attacks  were  noticeable  in  MOLLEVILLE  BOJB.  We  went 
into  reserve  on  Oct.  V.)  and  remained  there  until  orders  were  received  to  evacu- 
ate the  trenches.    We  evacuated  on  the  eve  of  27  Oct.  and  started  our  journey 

to  the  rear  on   Od  ,?.'),   IS. 

STEPHEN  L  OWENS, 

2nd  Lt  Cnf. 


Report  of  Operations,  ith  Platoon  Co.  !•',  113th  inf. 

9   Xov.    IS. 
From:  Ith    i'lntoon    Leader,   Co.    |\    1  !.",t|,    \uf. 

To:  CO.,   113th    Inf.,  A.K.I. 

.Subject:     Operation  Report 

4th  PlatOOO  laid  in  support  of  company  on  tin-  10th  fof  L*  I  hours  when 
we  advanced  500  yards  to  ICOLLE V iLLE  BOAS  and  We  held  the  line  there 
tor  two   days   and   then   extended   our   lines   to   left    ahont    160  yards   connecting 

up  with  Company  \r,  116th  inf.  Crossed  the  Valley  on  IGth  Oet.t  'is  and  ad- 
vanced y2  kilometer  np  hill  and  bad  to  retire  on  account  of  being  caught  in 

our  own  barrage.  About  two  hours  after  retiring,  we  advanced  np  hill  again 
capturing  seven  prisoners  and  destroying  11  machine  guns  also  lost.  L'nd  Lt. 
and  several  men  in  advance,  finally  connecting  up  with  Company  M,   110th.     We 

retired  to  reserve  and  Joined  Company  participating  with  general  police  up  of 
area. 

STEPHEN  I,  OWENS, 

2nd    Lieut    Inf. 
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ME  POET  OF  OPERATIONS  CO.  G,  113 TH  INFANTRY. 

^  G  Co.  laid  in  support  of  Cos.  E,  F,  &  H,  of  Bn.  B  from  9th  to  13th  Oct.,  18. 
We  then  moved  in  line  of  resistance  on  the  left  of  F  Co.,  14th  Oct.  18.  On 
19th  Oct.  in  conjunction  with  Co.  F  straightening  line  of  resistance  from  Co. 
H,  on  the  right  to  extreme  right  of  the  116th  Inf.  On  the  20th  Oct.  we  with- 
drew line  to  former  position,  21st  Oct.  shifted  to  left  to  connect  with  116th 
Inf.  22nd  October  we  were  relieved  by  Co's  A,  B  and  C  and  went  back  into 
support  at  Bn.  "B"  Hqrs.  On  23rd  Oct.,  we  moved  back  to  the  113th  Inf. 
Hqrs.  to  lay  in  reserve.  From  23rd  to  28th  of  Oct.,  Co.  laid  in  reserve.  We 
were  then  relieved  completely  from  the  lines  on  the  28  Oct.,  and  moved  back  to 
the  barracks.  Our  casualties  at  the  front  were  as  follows:  Killed  in  action, 
3  enlisted  men;  wounded  in  action,  29  enlisted  men  and  I  officer;  missing  in 
action,  1  enlisted  man. 

WINFIELD  S.  EMMONS. 


9  Nov.  18. 
Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  G,  113th  Infantry. 

Oct.  10th  in  support  of  F  Company,  Oct.  11th  took  up  new  position  300 
yards  rear  of  F  Company.  Olt.  12,  consolidated  our  position.  Oct  13th  and 
14th,  still  in  same  position. 

Oct.  15th  received  orders  to  fill  gap  between  F  Co.,  113th  Inf.  and  116th 
Inf.  Orders  cancelled  before  we  completed  our  mission.  Returned  to  our  old 
position.     3  P.M.  same  day  accomplished  our  mission. 

Oct.  16th  in  position  between  F  Co.  and  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  17th  advanced  up  hill  to  Bochc  entanglements.  Returned  to  former 
position,  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  18th  moved  platoon  to  the  left  flank  to  fill  in  gap  caused  by  116th  Inf. 
withdrawing  line. 

Oct.  I9fh  moved  back  to  dugout  at  Bn.  P.C. 

Oct.  20th  left  Bn.  Hqrs.  for  valley  near  Regt.  P.C,  remaining  there  until 
the  24th  Oct.  when  we  moved  to  position  still  farther  back,  remaining  there 
until  the  28th  Oct.  at  which  time  we  were  relieved. 

SGT.  Iff.  J.  CHEESEMAN, 

Co.  G,  113th  Inf.,  U.S.A. 


Report   of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.   G,  113th   Infantry. 

Crossed  METJSE  RIVER,  Sth  October  at  2  A.M.,  camped  in  valley  until  4 
A.M.,  10th  Oct.,  on  which  date  we  moved  into  position  as  support  Cos.  E,  F  and 
H  of  our  battalion. 

Oct.  11th  patrol  of  six  men  under  Lieut.  White  formed  liaison  with  the 
116th  Infantry. 

Oct.  16th  moved  from  position  in  support  of  three  companies  of  Bn.  "B'* 
to  position  on  right  of  J  16th  Infantry,  holding  this  position  until  7' A.M.  17th 
Oct.  when  we  advanced  our  line  to  the  Boche  barbed  wire,  holding  this  position 
until  the  morning  of  the  18th  Oct.  when  we  withdrew  to  our  former  position. 

Oct.  10th  moved  back  to  dugout  at  Bn.  Hqrs. 

Oct.  20th  left  Battalion  Headquarters  to  go  into  reserve  at  Regt.  P.C,  re- 
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maining  there  four  days  when  we  took  up  a  position  still  further  back,  until 
our  relief  on  the  night  of  the  27th  Oct.,  1918. 

FRANK  S.  WRIGHT, 
1st  Sgt.  Co.  G,  113th  Infantry, 

Comdg.  2nd  Platoon. 

****** 

9  Nov.  18. 
Operations  Report  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  G,  113th  Infantry. 

Oct.  10th,  took  up  position  in  line  of  support  three  companies  of  Bn.  "B"j 
Oct.  11th  moved  to  position  about  300  yards  in  rear  of  F  Co.  Oct.  12th  con- 
solidated our  position. 

Oct.  13th  and  11th  still  in  same  position. 

Oct.  15th  moved  into  position  to  fill  gap  between  F  Co.  113th  Inf.  and  116th 
Inf.     Mission  not  accomplished  until  afternoon  of  the  same  day. 

Oct.  16th  withdrew  our  lines  100  yards  to  cennect  with  F  Co. 

Oct.   17th  advanced  lines  to  the  Boche  entanglements. 

Oct.  18th  withdrew  lines  to  former  position.  Moved  platoon  to  the  left 
flank  to  effect  liaison  with  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  19th  moved  to  Bn.  P.O. 

Oct.  20th  moved  to  valley  near  Regt.  P.O.  remaining  there  until  the  21th 
when  we  moved  still  further  back.     Complete  relief  made  28th  Oct. 

SGT.  JOHN  W.  STONE,  Jr. 

CO.  G,   1  L3th   Infantry, 
Comdg.  3rd   Platoon. 

Operations  Report,  4th  Vatoon,  Co.  Q,  118th  infantry. 

On    10th  Oct.  took  up  reserve  position   in   woods.     On    lit/,   Oct.   moved    for 
ward  300  yards   rear  of  Co.  F.     12th  Oct.  same  position   strengthened   by   dig- 
ging rifle  pits  and  pits  for  auto  rifles.     IS  Oct.  position   unchanged.      11th  Oct. 

position  unchanged. 

On  Ufh  Oct.  received  orders  to  close  gap  between  V  Co.,  Il.'lth  Inf.  and 
116th  Inf.  Marched  to  the  foot  of  hill  but  orders  were  cancelled  and  we  re- 
turned to  cut  former  position.  Tilled  gap  later  in  the  day.  Machine  gunners 
and  snipers  wry  active.  16th  Oct.  held  line  between  !•'  Co.  Il.'.th  and  L16th 
Inf. 

On    17th  Oct.  moved    up   hill   to  Oerm&H   entanglements;    returned    to   former 
position    morning   of  the   next    day.      Held    this   position    l.Sth    to   2<>th   Oct.   when 
we  moved  back  to  Un.  ]'.('.;  21  Oct.  moved  to  valley  mar  Regt.   P.C.,  remaining 
here   until   the   24   Oct.   when    we   moved    to    valley    mar    MKI'SK    RIVES,      lb- 
lieved  28  Oct.,  1018. 

EABBY  M.  STEVENS, 

Hergt.    1  Kith    Infantry, 

Comdg,  4th  Platoon, 

BEFOST  OF  OVEH ATIOS,  Co.  ir,   11. Vh   Infantry. 

1,  Having  been  in  the  hospital  since  26th  Sept.  IS  it  was  not  until  the 
morning  of  17  Oct.  18  that,  I  reported  to  my  Regimental  Commander  for  duty. 
I  was  then  ordered  to  join  rnv  eompanv  which  had  a   position   in   the   front,  lino 
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in  MOLLEVILLE  BOIS.  Our  right  about  at  26.7-81.3  and  extending  west 
200  yards.  1st  Lt.  E.  C.  Stover,  Jr.,  had  been  in  command  of  Co.  H  up  to 
this  time  and  upon  my  arrival  at  5  P.M.  17  Oct.  18,  I  took  command  of  the 
Co.  Orders  came  for  the  relief  to  be  carried  out  that  evening  by  E  Co  of 
our  regiment.  The  relief  was  completed  by  22  o'clock  and  H  company  moved 
to  the  support  lines  in  MOLLEVILLE  BOIS.  Here  there  was  some  unused 
German  dugouts  at  26.4—80.4  and  they  accommodated  the  Co.  The  Co.  was 
small,  sickness  and  wounded  bringing  it  down  to  56  men  and  3  officers  on  19 
Oct.  18.  Our  position  here  in  the  dugouts  afforded  protection  from  the  con- 
stant harassing  enemy  shell  fire,  but  the  dugouts  themselves  were  damp  and 
resulted  in  some  sickness. 

2.  On  the  evening  of  21  Oct.  18  orders  came  for  our  participation  in  the 
general  attack  to  be  launched  the  following  day,  but  this  was  delayed  for  24 
hours. 

3.  H  Company's  mission  as  directed  in  the  attack  order  of  21  Oct.  18  was 
that  of  combat  liaison  groups.  One  platoon  under  Lieuts.  Smith  and  Lamp 
Avith  a  machine  gun  section  was  to  march  along  the  flank  of  the  support  com- 
panies of  the  attack  battalions,  marching  liaison  between  the  29th  Div.  and 
the  26th  Div.  One  platoon  in  command  of  Lt.  Stover,  with  a  section  of  ma- 
chine gun  was  to  march  along  the  left  flank  of  the  113th  Inf.,  and  the  right 
flank  of  the  1*1 6th  Inf.  and  maintain  liaison  on  that  flank. 

4.  At  2  o'clock,  23  Oct.  18,  the  company  moved  out  in  two  sections  and 
took  its  place  in  the  line  to  attack.  During  the  entire  attack  of  23  Oct.  18  the 
company  performed  tlfts  duty  and  as  ordered  halted  when  the  objective  was 
reached  by  the  attacking  column,  the  right  liaison  platoon  at  27.4 — 8-,  and 
the  left  group  on  hill  No.  361.  The  left  group  experienced  some  difficulty  in 
performing  its  mission  due  to  a  reported  break  in  the  line;  however,  liaison 
was  established  the  next  day. 

5.  Both  groups  tcok  positions  on  the  line  with  the  support  groups  and  dug 
in,  being  relieved  by  the  114th  Infantry,  8  A.M.  on  the  morning  25th  Oct.  18. 
The  Company  assembled  with  the  regiment  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES  on  this 
date. 

Casualties 

Killed  in  action q 

Wounded 17 

Wounded  officers 1 

Gassed 5 

RICHARD  A  SMITH, 

Capt.,  113th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  H. 


Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon  Co.  H,  113th  Inf. 

The  following  report  on  recent  operations  is  submitted. 

2nd  Lieut.  Elliott  L.  McCants  was  in  command  of  the  1st  Platoon  of  this 
company  when  we  relieved  the  116th  Inf.,  10  October  18.  We  were  in  support 
of  Co.  "E"  this  regiment  in  BOIS  MOLLEVILLE  whose  left  rested  at  26.7— 
81.3,  extending  east  about  250  yards.  We  were  directly  in  the  rear  about  300 
yards.     We  remained  here  until  12  October  18  when  we  relieved  Co.   F  this 
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regiment  taking  a  position  in  the  MOLLEVILLE  RAVINE,  with  our  right  at 
26.7—81.3  extending  west  about  200  yards.  This  position  was  held  until  re- 
lieved by  Co.  E,  this  regiment,  17  Oct.  18  when  we  went  in  Battalion  reserve. 

2nd  Lieut.  McCants  was  at  this  time  detailed  on  duty  with  Co.  E,  this  regi- 
ment, and  the  1st  and  2nd  platoons  of  Co.  H  were  merged  under  command  of 
1st  Lieut.  Edwin  C.  Stover,  Jr. 

During  the  attack  which  was  launched  22  October,  1918  the  mission  of 
this  platoon  was  to  maintain  combat  liaison  between  the  116th  and  113th  Inf. 
This  duty  was  performed  throughout  the  attack  and  no  difficulty  was  experi- 
enced in  performing  our  mission.  We  took  position  with  the  support  groups 
and  dug  in,  until  relieved  by  the  114th  Inf.  8  A.M.,  25  Oct.  18  when  the  com- 
pany was  assembled  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

ROBERT  M.  HEADLEY, 
Sgt.  Company  H,  113th  Inf. 


9  Nov.  18. 
Beport  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon   Co.  H,  113th  Inf. 

The  following  report  on  recent  operations  is  submitted: 

Sergeant  James  R.  Cooley,  Company  H,  113th  Infantry,  was  in  command 
of  the  2nd  Platoon  on  October  10.  19X8  when  we  relieved  the  116th  Inf.  We 
were  in  support  of  Co.  E  this  regiment  in  BOIS  MOLLEVILLK,  whose  left 
2*3.7—81.3  extending  east  about  250  yards.  We  were  directly  in  the  rear  about 
300  yards.  We  remained  here  until  12  October,  1918,  when  we  relieved  Co.  F, 
this  regiment,  taking  up  a  position  in  MOLLKVILLE  RAVINE  with  our  right 
at  26.7 — 81.3,  extending  west  about  200  yards.  This  position  was  held  until 
17  October  18,  when  we  went   into  battalion   reserve. 

The  first  and  second  platoons  were  merged  into  one  platoon  under  command 
of  1st  Lieut.  E.  C.  .Stover,  Jr. 

During  the  attack  which  was  launched  22  October  18,  the  mission  of  this 
platoon  was  to  maintain  combat  liaison  between  tin*  110th  and  ll.'Jth  Inf.  We 
took  position  with  support  groups,  dog  in,  until  relieved  H  A.M.  2f>  Oct.  IS,  by 
the  114th  Infantry. 

JAMES  .1.    HA.WAX, 
Corporal,  Co.  II,   11.5th   Infantry. 


9  November,    1018. 

Sepori  of  Operation*!  8rd  Platoon,  <<>.  if,  ii.ith  infantry. 

2nd  Lieut.  Heddon  Ooode,  .Jr.,  was  in  command  of  the  .'Ird  platoon  of  this 
company  on  t0  October,  1918,  when  \\<  moved  forward  to  relieve  1  With  In- 
fantry. Our  position  was  support  of  company  B  this  regiment  in  BOIS  MOh 
LFVTLLE,  The.  left  of  company  K  rested  at  26.7  §1.8  and  extended  east 
about  250  yards.  Our  position  uas  directly  in  the  rear  of  them  about  .'{00 
yards. 

We  relieved  company  K  of  our  regimenl  of  b  Motion  of  front  taking  up  a 

position  in  the  MOLLK V  J LLK  RAVINE.  Our  right  was  at  26.7—81.8  ex- 
tending west  about  200  yards.  This  was  held  until  relieved  by  company  D  of 
our  regiment,   17  Oct.   18,  when   we   went   into  battalion   reserve. 
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At  this  time  2nd  Lieut.  Goode  became  ill  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  and 
this  platoon  and  the  1th  were  made  one  platoon  in  command  of  2nd  Lieut. 
Lamp. 

THEODORE  LACHENMAYER, 

Sgt.  Co.  H,  113th  Infantry. 

****** 

Report  of  Operations,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  H,  113th  Infantry. 

I  was  in  command  of  the  4th  platoon,  Co.  H,  113th  Infantry  on  Oct.  10th, 
18.     We  moved  forward  and  relieved  the  116th  Infantry  of  a  portion  of  their 
line.     We  took  up  a  position  in  support  of  Co.  E  of  our  regiment  in  MOLLE- 
VILLE  BOIS.     The  left  of  Company  rested  at  26.7—81.3  and  their  line  ex- 
tended east  about  250  yards.     Our  position  was  directly  in  rear  of  them  about 
300  yards  on  the  military  crest  of  the  hill.     On  12th  Oct.  18  we  relieved  Co.  F 
of  our  regiment  of  a  section  of  the  front  line  taking  up  a  position  in  the  MOL- 
LEVJLLE  RAVINE  with  our  right  at  26.7—81.3  and  our  line  extending  to 
the  west  about  200  yards.     This  position  was  held  until  relieved  by  Co.  E  of 
our  regiment,  17  Oct.  18  when  we  went  into  Battalion   reserve.     There  were 
some  dugouts  at  26.4—80.4  in  which  the  company  was  billeted.     Owing  to  the 
sickness  and  shell  fire  our  casualties  were  great  and  the  strength  of  the  com- 
pany was  reduced  to  56  men  and  3  officers.     At  this  time  the  company  was 
divided  into  two  platoons  and  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  second  platcon. 
While  the  company  was  in  reserve  the  men  were  used  to  carry  food  and  sup- 
plies to  the  front  line  companies.     On  the  afternoon  of  tl  Oct.  18  orders  were 
received   to   take   part   in   a   general   attack   to   be  launched   the   following  day. 
This  attack  was  delayed  24  hours.     During  the  attack  my  orders  were  to  main- 
tain combat  liaison   in  the   support   line  between  the   102nd  Inf.   on  my  right 
and  the  113th  Inf.  on  my  left.     About  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  S3  Oct.  18 
I  marched  my  platoon  into  position  near  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.     During 
the   attack   no   trouble   was   experienced   in   maintaining   complete   liaison   with 
the  units  on   my  Hanks.     Upon   reaching  our  normal  objective  we   established 
our  line  in  support   at   27.4— -SI.     We  held  this  position  until  relieved  by  the 
114th  Inf.  on  the  morning  0f  $S  October  18.     We  marched  back  and  assembled 
with  the  regiment  at  COTES  DES  ROCHES. 

KARL  H.  LAMP, 

2nd  Lieut.  U.S.  Infantry. 

♦      *#♦## 

&SPQRT  ok  OPERATIONS,  3rd  Battalion,   113th  Infantry. 

1.   On   the   night   of   Oct.   !>th,   this   Battalion   with   the   other  units   of  this 
regiment    were   bivouaoed    in   reserve   in   the  COTE   DES   ROCHES.     At   4:00 
A.M.  it  broke  camp  under  orders  and   proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  ORMOXT 
FA  KM    where  it   took  some   former  German   trenches  and  prepared  for  an  at- 
tack.    It  appear*  that   the  information  available  was  very  limited,  in  so  far  as 
the  exact    location  of  the  enemy  was  somewhat   indefinitely   known.     However, 
the  battalion  reached  it's  position  of  readiness  without  suffering  any  casualties 
or  drawing  more  fire  than  an  occasional  shot  from  a  sniper  or  a  machine  gun 
sniper.     A  shortage  of  grenades  both  hand  and  ritle,  existed  within  the  Bat- 
talion which  was  unfortunate  as  it  later  developed  that   they  could  have  been 
used   with  good   effect   on   many  occasions.      The  enemy  evidently  had   perfect 
observation   upon   us   and   as   the   Battalion   remained   in   the   trenches   for  two 
hours  or  so,  before  zero  hour  arrived,  ample  time  wis  afforded  the  Boche  to 
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prepare  an  excellent  barrage  and  otherwise  have  himself  in  readiness  The 
friendly  barrage  was  ineffectual  as  it  did  not  destroy  the  enemy  works.  The 
Battalion  attacked  at  11:00  A.M.  with  two  companies  in  the  assault  and  two 
companies  in  support.  The  66th  French  Infantry,  on  our  right,  was  under 
orders  to  reduce  the  ORMOXT  FARM  but  failed  to  do  so  and  for  that  reason 
a  heavy  machine  gun  fire  enfiladed  us  on  the  right.  •  A  German  barrage  rocket 
was  sent  up  from  one  of  the  enemy's  most  forward  positions  and  almost  im- 
mediately a  strong  barrage  was  let  down  in  front  of  our  assaulting  waves. 
The  enemy's  positions  were  held  almost  entirely  by  machine  guns  and  snipers 
who  fought  desparately  and  each  individual  nest  had  to  be  reduced.  In  spite 
of  the  strong  resistance  the  battalion  reached  its  objective  on  the  northwest 
side  of  the  BOIS  DE  CHENE  and  the  BOIS  DE  REIXE  where  it  immediately 
reorganized  its  positions  and  prepared  for  a  counter-attack. 

2.  In  the  meantime,  Battalion,  P.O.,  was  established  on  hill  west  of  OH- 
MONT  FARM  and  an  aid  station  was  established  in  the  ravine  for  the  evacua- 
tion of  wounded.  Telephone  communication  was  established  with  the  Regi- 
mental P.C.  but  owing  to  the  poor  quality  of  the  wire  which  broke  from  con- 
cussion of  a  shell  exploding  anywhere  in  it's  vicinity,  telephone  communication 
was  only  intermittent.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced  with  the  litter  bearers, 
who  had  remained  with  their  companies;  it  is  suggested  that  this  particular 
phase  be  well  organized  before  entering  combat.  Liaison  during  the  action 
and  subsequent  thereto,  by  foot  ines-scnger,  was  maintained  at  all  times  and 
while  slow,  as  compared  with  other  means  of  communication,  it  is  by  far  the 
most   reliable. 

3.   Owing   to   the   terrific   bombardment    of  the   road   to   the   rear,   it    was   im- 
possible to  establish  as  promptly  as  desired  ration  ami  ammunition  .lumps.     At 

least  two  lines  of  communication   with   back  areas  should   be  established   as 

quickly  as  possible  in  the  event  of  one  being  shelled.  Many  hordes  and  Darts, 
as  well  as  a  number  of  lives  were  lost  through  the  Boche  shelling  our  Com- 
munications with  the  rear, 

I.  In  the  reorganization,  advantage  was  taken  of  all  shell  holes  wherever 
possible  but  in  certain  [.arts  <>r  ti.r-  line  shallow  trenches  were  dug.    The  enemy 

continually   sniped    with    both    machine    guns   and    rifles    which    necessitated    the 

greatest  care  by  those  compelled  to  circulate  among  the  units  of  the  line. 
Circulation  was  limited  to  that  which  vras  absolutely  necessary.  Great  dif- 
ficulty was  experienced  in  getting  food  to  the  front  lnir  h,,f  Anally  a  ration 
dump    was    established    Opposite    the    I'm.    ]>.('.    and    Carrying    d<-t;.ils    from    each 

company  to  bring  the  food  forward.    The  two  support  eompaniei  attacked  the 

BOIfi    I) 'ORMOXT   from    the   west   on    the   second   d.iv,   clearing   that    woods   of 

machine  gone  and  snipers,  upon  orders  received  from  the  lgth  French  Division, 

thereby  facilitating  the  adv.-ince  of  the  Kr.-ncJ,  f,„  our  right,  and  then  return. id 
to  their    former   positions    in    support.       Ili^iis,    of   f},(.   ,.,  nlinued    bombardment 

by  Mnmenwcrfcrs  and  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  troops  became  greatly 

fatigued  but  managed  to  hold  on  successfully.  Numerous  counter  , attacks  were 
made  by  the  Hoche  all  of  which  were  repulsed  with  e-reat  [ogg  to  him.  Our 
Machine  Gun  To.  did   very  gCOd  work   in  establishing  gUUI  well   forward   taking 

advantage  of  the  terrain  wherever  possible.    Two  guns  had  gone  forward  with 

the   assaulting   waves   and    nn   excellent    barrage    was   also    furnished    by    our   ma 

chine  gum  during  the  attack    A  sweeping  barrage  was  also  established  in 

front   of   our   lines   in   the   reorganization    which,   however,   was   not    used    as   tin; 
enemfy   did   not   Counter-attack   in   sufficient    force   \n   warrant    the   Calling    for   .a 


52  29TH  DIVISION 

machine  gun  barrage.     Advantage  was  taken  of  several  captured  guns  and 
ammunition  in  the  machine  gun  defenses  established. 

5.  Enemy  aeroplanes  very  successfully  and  without  fear  of  molestation, 
flew  low  over  our  lines  directing  artillery  fire,  which  was  very  accurate  and 
severe.  Our  aeroplanes  were  very  rarely  seen  and  evidently  did  not  assist  at 
all  in  the  direction  of  our  artillery.  The  Boche  also  had  excellent  observation, 
from  a  station  in  the  BELLEU  BOIS  on  our  right  which  enabled  the  enemy  to 
fire  on  our  positions. 

The  ambulances  did  not  come  within  about  one  kilometer  of  the  aid  station 
and  it  was  necessary  to  litter  the  wounded  as  far  as  the  ambulances,  thereby 
causing  additional  difficulty  in  the  proper  evacuation  of  them. 

7.  The  Battalion  was  relieved  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  102nd  Infantry,  at 
21:30  o'clock,  Oct.  17th  and  proceeded  in  small  groups  to  reserve  positions  in 
the  RAVINE  DE  BUSSIEBES  and  later  to  Divisional  Reserve  about  the  Both 
in  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES  and  from  there  proceeded  to  rest  billets. 

C.  E.  WINTERTON, 

Major,  Infantry,  U.S.A. 

*#**♦* 

3  November,  1918. 
HE  PORT  OF  OPERATIONS;  CO.  I.,  113TH  INFANTRY 

On  Oct.  10th  the  3rd  Battalion,  113th  Infantry,  attacked  the  BOIS  DE  LA 
REIXE.  This  company  was  in  support  of  Co.  M,  which  was  en  the  extreme 
right  of  the  line.  The  attack  started  promptly  at  11:00  A.M.,  and  this  Com- 
pany started  forward  in  line  of  combat  groups.  Almost  immediately  we  came 
under  machine  gun  fire  and  the  men  were  deployed  and  took  cover  in  shell 
holes  advancing  in  rushes  and  taking  advantage  of  whatever  cover  the  ground 
afforded,  Upon  reaching  the  woods  the  line  was  halted  due  to  very  heavy  ma- 
chine gun  fire,  and  while  lying  here  an  enemy  plane  circled  over  us  dropping 
markers.  Fire  was  opened  on  us  from  enemy  artillery  causing  several  casual- 
ties. 

The  enemy  machine  guns  were  silenced  and  we  advanced  into  the  woods. 
The  French  on  our  right  had  not  advanced  to  this  point,  and  from  here  to  the 
objective  we  lost  contact. 

After  gaining  our  objective  we  proceeded  to  consolidate,  connecting  with 
M  Co.  on  our  left  and  using  the  company  as  a  protection  for  the  right  flank, 
which  was  exposed,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  French  did  not  gain  their  objec- 
tive. 

During  the  night  we  were  under  heavy  machine  gun  fire  and  one-pounder 
fire  from  the  BOIS  D'ORMOXT. 

At  daybreak,  Oct.  11th,  the  enemy  placed  a  very  accurate  and  heavy  bar- 
rage on  our  position  and  about  an  hour  later  what  I  judged  to  be  a  company 
of  Germans  attacked  us.  The  men  of  mv  company  showed  exceptional  coolness 
and  held  their  line  until  the  first  wave  of  the  attacking  line  was  within  100 
meters,  and  then  opened  up  with  a  heavy  burst  of  fire,  causing  heavy  casual- 
ties to  the  Germans  and  resulting  in  a  rout.  The  second  wave  retreated  in  the 
direction  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT.     We  suffered  no  casualties. 

Enemy  artillery  constantly  bombarded  us  during  our  occupation,  and  ma- 
chine guns  placed  in  BOIS  D  'ETRAYES  used  harassing  fire  making  it  danger- 
ous for  the  men  to  move  forward  in  the  day  time.  The  enemy  aeroplanes  di* 
rected  their  fire  almost  constantly. 
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During  the  attack  and  while  occupying  the  lines  our  casualties  were  5  killed! 
and  3]  wounded. 

On  Oct.  10th  we  were  moved  to  a  support  position.  Co.  D  took  over  the- 
front  line  and  on  Oct.  17th  we  moved  to  reserve. 

On  Oct.  20th,  Regiment  was  relieved  and  moved  1  kilometer  further  to  the* 
rear,  and  from  there  to  MOULIN  BRULE.  At  MOULIN  BRULE  we  were 
embussed  and  brought  to  NAIVES. 

During  our  stay  in  the  line  I  was  in  command  of  the  fourth  platoon  of  this 
company. 

WILLIAM  G.  PHILIPS, 

1st  Lieut.,  113th  Infantry,, 

Comdg.  Co.  I. 

♦     *#♦## 

[Report  of  1st  Platoon,  Co.  I,  113th  Inf.,  Missing.] 

****** 

Report  of  Operations  of  Second  Platoon,  Co.  I,   113th  Infantry,   During   the 

Attack  on  BOIS  BE  LA  REINE. 

10  October,  1918. 
On  October  10th,  Company  I  attacked  at  11:00  A.M.  The  second  platoon 
was  to  be  a  local  rapport  for  the  third  and  fourth  platoons.  The  attack 
started  promptly  at  zero  hour  and  we  dashed  across  the  open  field  in  a  Line  of 
skirmishers.  Enemy  machine  guns  opened  fire  on  us  immediately  and  the  men 
took  cover  in  shell  holes.     The  attack   was  then  continued  by  rushes   from  shell 

hole  to  BheD  hole  as  the  ground  afforded  no  other  cover. 

During  our  entire  stay  in  the  front    line  we  were  continually  bombarded   by 

the  enemy  artillery. 

On  reaching  our  objective  we  connected  with  the  fourth  platoon  on  the  right 

and  the  third  on  the  left  and   formed  a  part  of  the  line   (front). 

The  men  of  this  platoon  showed  excellent  courage  and   coolness  all  the  time* 
we  were  in  the  line.     We  had  three  casualties  during  the  attack  and  our  occupa- 
tion of  the   front   line. 

WILLIAM   (;.   PHILIPS, 

1st   Lieut.  Co.    I,    1  l.ith    Infantry. 


Operations  of   the   Third   Platoon    Duriiui   thr  Company'*   Attack  on    the   BOIS 

UK  LA   l:l:l XL. 

10  October,  ijhm. 

When    the   company   attacked   on    October    lOth    this   platoon   was  on    the   ex 
tremo   left.      The  attach    started    promptly  at   the   appointed    hour   and   continued 
Until  all   objectives   were   reached,   which   wns  aceompliched    in    due    time. 

The   grotmd   over   which    we   h;id    to   advance   afforded    very    little   G0T8I   find 
almost  immediately  the  enemy  Opened   ftp  a   very   heavy   machine   gnu   fin-.      We 
deployed   and   advanced   in  eombnt   groups   from   on.-  shell   hole   to   another  until 
we  reached   our  objective.     Then   we  established   a   line  of  combat    groups,  con 
neeting  Dp  with  the  second   platoon   on   our  light  and  Company  L  on   the   left. 

During  our  stay  in  the  frcnt  line  we  were  almost  constantly  under  machine 
K"n  and  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy.  On  the  11th  the  (iermans  attacked  our 
position.  The  men  showed  composure  and  coolness  and  their  very  accurate  fire 
soon   drove  the  enemy  back   to  his  petition   causing  quite  a    feu    easualt  ies. 
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This  platoon  had  no  casualties  up  until  the  time  we  reached  our  objective. 

WILLIAM  G.  PHILIPS, 
1st  Lieut,  113th  Infantry,  U.S.A. 


3  November,  191S. 
Report  of  Operations  of  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  I,  113th  Infantry. 

During  the  attack  my  platoon  was  on  the  extreme  right  of  the  Company. 
J  rent  a  man  who  can  speak  French  to  the  French  troops  on  my  right  to  act  as 
a  liaison. 

We  advanced  in  line  of  combat  groups  until  we  came  under  enemy  machine 
gun  fire.  I  caused  my  platoon  to  deploy  and  take  cover  and  then  advance  by 
rushes.  After  reaching  the  objective  I  placed  the  men  in  combat  groups  at 
about  20  yard  intervals. 

During  the  bombardment  and  counter-attack  described  in  the  company  re- 
port, my  men  showed  exceptional  coolness  and  bravery  and  helped  by  their  very 
accurate  fire  to  repel  the  attack. 

WILLIAM  G.  PHILIPS, 
1st  Lieut.,  113th  Infantry. 
Commanding  Co.  I,  U.S.A. 


2  November,  1918. 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  K,  113th  INFANTRY 

1.  The  attack  of  the  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE  was  accomplished  with  a  total 
strength  of  4  officers  and  104  men.  The  company  was  divided  into  three  pla- 
toons, two  of  which  was  in  the  front  and  one  platoon  in  support.  The  RAVINE 
DE  LA  REINE,  the  objective,  was  reached  at  13:40  o'clock.  The  terrain 
covered  was  a  difficult  one,  one  consisting  of  a  steep  slope  and  thick  woods 
and  dense  growth  of  underbrush.  During  the  first  thirty  minutes  of  the  action 
the  resistance  by  the  enemy  consisted  of  machine  gun  nests  and  machine  gun 
sniping,  both  from  well  concealed  positions  and  from  trees.  After  the  first 
thirty  minutes  the  resistance  was  supplemented  by  shell  fire.  In  the  main  the 
action  was  fought  in  small  combat  groups. 

2.  Consolidation  was  accomplished  within  an  hour  after  reaching  the  ob- 
jective, and  shortly  thereafter  enemy  shell  fire  continued  in  intensity,  this  be- 
ing also  supplemented  by  occasional  machine  gun  sniping,  intense  trench  mor- 
tar and  one -pounder  firing.  The  enemy  continued  its  fire  with  intensity  for 
more  than  twenty-four  hours,  this  fire  being  almost  continuous  and  thereafter 
the  enemy  fire  continued  at  varying  intervals  during  the  day  and  night  through- 
out the  time  this  company  occupied  the  front   line. 

3.  The  enemy  attempted  three  counter-attacks  against  the  right  of  the 
sector  occupied  by  this  company.  The  first  two  were  very  feeble  efforts,  but 
the  third  was  attempted  by  about  two  platoons  of  the  enemy.  They  were 
easily  repulsed,  without  any  losses  to  this  company. 

4.  This  company  went  into  the  attack  with  six  hand  grenades  and  four  rifle 
grenades  which  were  found  in  the  departure  trench.  The  lack  of  grenades  was  a 
serious  handicap  and  caused  delay  in  clearing  dugouts.  Although  the  machine 
gun  platoon  assigned  to  the  company  advanced  with  it  the  company  received 
no  supporting  fire  from  it  although  the  request  for  same  was  made  by  me  to 
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the  officer  in  command  of  the  platoon.     The  explanation  being  given  was  that 
no  direct  target  was  visible. 

5.  The  enemy  fought  with  tenacity  and  when  fair  offers  of  surrender  were 
indicated  prisoners  were  taken;  but  in  at  least  two  instances  enemy  machine 
guns  held  up  their  hands  in  token  of  surrender  and  when  about  to  be  taken 
prisoners  fell  on  their  machine  guns  and  continued  firing. 

PETER  STONE, 
Captain,  113th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  K. 

Operations  Report  of  Platoons,  Co.  K,  113th  Inf. 

The  first  platoon  on  a  line  with  the  second  made  for  its  objective  RAVINE 
DE  LA  REINE  this  being  reached  at  13:40  o'clock.  The  first  half  of  the 
hour  of  action  the  resistance  by  the  enemy  consisted  of  machine  gun  nests  and 
machine  gun  sniping,  both  from  well  concealed  places  and  trees.  After  the 
first  thirty  minutes  the  resistance  was  supplemented  by  shell  fire. 

The  third  platoon  which  was  in  support  had  to  be  consolidated  with  the 
fourth  due  to  the  small  amount  of  men.  When  the  objective  was  reached  the 
consolidation  of  all  platoons  was  accomplished  in  about  an  hour.  Shortly 
thereafter  enemy  shell  fire  continued  in  intensity  this  bein<r  supplemented  by 
occasional  machine  gun  sniping  intense  trench  mortar  and  one-pounder  firing. 
The  <-n<rny  continued  with  its  fire  with  intensity  for  more  than  24  hours,  this 
fire  bein#  almost  continuous  ami  thereafter  the  enemy  fire  continued  at  varying 

intervals  during  the  day  ami  night  throughout  the  time  the  company  occupied 

the   front    line. 

The  enemy  attempted  three  counter-attacks  againsl  the  righl  of  the  sector 

occupied  by  this  company,  the  first  two  were  feeble  efforts  but  the  third  was 
attempted  by  about  two  platoons  of  the  enemy,  they  were  easily  repulsed  with- 
out any  losses  to  this  company. 

The  enemy  fourth  with  tenacity  ami  when  fail  offers  of  surrender  were 
indicated  prisoners  were  taken;  but  in  al  least  two  instances  enemy  machine 
gunners  held  Dp  their  hands  in  token  of  surrender  and  when  about  to  be  taken 
prisoners  fell  on  their  machine  ^uns  and  continued   firing. 

PET  KR  RTOXK, 
Captain,    ll.'Jth    CM.   Inf., 

Comdg.  fo.  k. 
•     •     #     • 

8  November,  1018, 
BEPOBT  of  OPERATIONS,  CO.  L,  USTH  INFANTRY 

i.  On  the  mo,  of  Ort.  is  the  8rd  Battalion,  n.'.ti,  Enfantry  attacked  the 
BOIB  1>E  LA  REINE  which  was  its  objective.    This  company  was  the  i.rt 

support  company  and  in  support  of  Co.  K.  The  attack  started  promptly  :.t 
11:00  o'clock  sharp.     The  company  went   over  the  top  in   line  of  eomb;.t    BTOUpS 

and  advanced  about  50  meters  when  it  earns  under  machine  gun  fire,  i  gave 
tie-  order  in  two  waves  as  skirmishes  and  in  this  formation  we  advanced  until 

my  mission  and  objective  were  reached.  After  we  had  ndvanrrd  about  200 
meters,  Cnpt.  Htone  of  Co.  K  asked  for  one  platoon  to  fill  ;,  gap  which  had 
appeared  in  his  line;  the  second  platoon  under  command  of  2nd  Lit,  Derjckson, 
was    immediately    sent    forward.       This    platoon    remained    under    command    of 
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Capt.  Stone  until  the  11th  of  Oct.  when  it  was  returned  to  my  command.  After 
having  advanced  into  the  wocds  about  300  meters,  the  line  halted  and  I  im- 
mediately took  two  men  and  went  ahead  to  reconnoiter  the  ground  and  to  see 
what  was  in  front  of  us.  After  I  had  advanced  about  150  meters  I  halted  on 
top  of  the  Hill  where  I  had  a  good  view  of  the  surrounding  terrain,  and  BEL- 
LEAU  BOIS.  I  had  remained  there  but  a  few  minutes  when  I  heard  machine 
guns  behind  me  and  toward  center  of  woods.  I  immediately  started  towards 
the  firing  when  two  men  who  had  joined  me  fell  by  my  side.  It  was  then  that 
I  discovered  a  nest  of  light  machine  guns  manned  by  about  30  Germans.  I 
immediately  drew  back  and  returned  to  my  company  and  ordered  2nd  Lt.  Law- 
rence to  bring  up  his  platoon  of  about  25  men  and  to  attack  the  nest,  which 
he  did,  capturing  3  guns  and  killing  some  20  Germans,  the  remainder  taking 
to  their  heels.  The  line  was  then  established  with  Co.  K  on  my  right.  Co.  L  's 
P.C.  was  then  established  on  the  left  of  the  woods.  Several  attempts  were 
made  to  get  in  communication  with  Co.  E  but  all  failed;  finally  a  patrol  was 
sent  over  under  Cpl.  Dunne  and  connection  was  established  with  Battalion  Hq. 
immediately  after  gaining  objective.  The  line  was  composed  of  small  combat 
groups  about  20  meters.  About  100  meters  behind  first  line  was  formed  the 
support  line,  and  a  small  reserve  in  shelters  near  Co.  P.C.  There  were  8  casual- 
ties during  the  first  dav  of  the  attack.  The  men  dug  in  and  camouflaged  their 
positions.  The  line  hem  by  this  company  was  constantly  under  shell  fire  from 
trench  mortars,  one-pounders  and  machine  guns,  the  coordinates  of  which  I 
sent  in  and  requested  artillery  fire,  but  the  artillery  failed  to  respond.  Enemy 
aeroplanes  showed  great  activity  bombing  and  firing  machine  guns  at  my  line. 
Our  aeroplanes  failed  to  show  such  action.  This  company  was  relieved  by  Co. 
O,  102nd  Infantry  on  18th  October  18.  Total  casualties  for  the  seven  days 
and  8  nights  were  2  killed,  21  wounded,  6  gassed,  9  shell  shocked  and  13  sick. 

CHARLES  GRASSEY, 
1st  Lieut.,  113th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  L. 

Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  L,  113th  Inf. 

During  the  attack  on  the  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE,  10th  Oct.  18,  by  the  3rd 
Rn.,  113th  Inf.,  this  company  was  the  left  support  company  and  in  support  of 
Co.  K.  The  1st  platoon  commanded  by  Lt.  Xims  was  the  right  platoon  of 
this  company  in  the  first  wave.  This  platoon,  as  did  the  company,  continually 
inclined  to  the  left  so  as  to  fill  gap  which  was  bound  to  appear  on  account  of 
nature  of  the  advance.  When  the  objective  was  reached  this  platoon  was  com- 
bined witli  the  2nd  platoon  and  took  up  its  position  on  the  left  of  the  BOIS 
DE  LA  REINE  in  three  lines;  line  of  observation,  line  of  resistance,  and  a 
small  support  in  the  rear.     Lt.  Nims  was  seriously  wounded  in  this  attack. 

CHARLES  GRASSEY, 

1st  Lieut.,  113th  Inf., 
Comdg.  Co.  L. 

Eeport  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  L,  113th   Infantry. 

This  platoon  was  the  left  flank  of  the  first  wave  in  the  left  support  com- 
pany of  the  3rd  battalion. 

The  attack  started  at  11:00  o'clock  10  October  18.     Companies  K  and  M 
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were  in  attack  and  Cos.  I  and  L  were  in  support.     This  Platoon  started  out  in 
line  of      combat  groups"  and  advanced  about  50  meters  when  the  signal  as 
skirmishers  was  given,  as  we  were  coming  under  machine  gun  fire.     50  meters 
further  on  we  came  to  the  edge  of  the  BOIS  DE  LA  HEINE;  here  the  under- 
growth was  very  heavy  making  it  extremely  difficult  to  advance,  especially  in 
sfannuh  hne"  which  formation  was  practicable  as  this  section  was  traversed 
by  the  machine  guns  of  the  enemy.    About  200  meters  from  the  starting  point 
of  the  attack  I  was  put  under  the  command  of  Captain  Stone  of  Co    K  who 
ordered  me  to  deploy  my  platoon  on  his  left ;  as  soon  as  my  platoon  was  in 
position,  I  sent  word  back  to  Captain  Stone  and  he  gave  me  the  order  to  re- 
sume  the   attack.     Immediately   from   the   resumption   of   the   attack   we   en- 
countered machine  gun  fire  from  what  seemed  to  be  our  immediate  front  and 
r.ght  front.     This  fire  was  ineffective,  the  bullets  passing  ever  our  heads      We 
continued  the  advance  rapidly  and  came  upon  two  machine  guns  still  hot  from 
being  fired,  but  not  manned.     Wc  continued  the  advance  under  heavy  machine 
gun  fire  which  was  neutralized  and  rendered  ineffective  by  the  density  of  the 
undergrowth,  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill  and  the  edge  of  the  woods,  which  was 
our  objective. 

After  reaching  the  objective  I  formed  my  line  on  the  left  of  Co  K  and 
connected  with  the  1st  platoon  of  L  Co.  on  my  left.  Mv  front  line  consisted 
of  small  combat  groups  about  20  meters  apart  and  the.  rapport  line  was  about 
100  meters  back  in  the  same  formation,  with  fairly  good  cover.  The  me.,  im- 
mediately started  to  dig  in  and  camouflage  their  positions,  i  established  my 
P.O.  about  20  feet  in  reai  of  the  center  of  my  front  line.    I  ti„-n  established 

liaison   with  Co.   K  on   my  right  and   the    1st   platoon  of  Co.  L  on   my   left. 

RALPH  \.  m-JKRICKBON, 

1st   Lieut.,   1  13th   Infantry, 
Connie   2nd    Hat.   Co.    L. 

Bepori  of  Operations,  8rd  Platoon,  Co.  L,  118th  Infant,,,. 

I  was  in  command  of  tin-  3rd  platoon  of  Co.   L,   |  |:;H,    Infantry,  uhid,   uas  a 

supporting  platoon  in  the  company  in  support  of  Company  K. 

The  battalion  attacked  the  BOI8  DE  LA  KBINB  at  u:00  o'clock,  to 
October  IS.  The  company  began  the  advance  in  tin-  approach  format  ion,' but 
after  going  about  50  meters  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  account  of  the  enemy 

machine    gUJl    fire.      After    advancing   about    800    meters    info    the    woods,    the   as 

sanlting  companies  halted  J  was  ordered  by  the  company  eommandei  to  at- 
tack a  machine  gwa  which  he  had  discovered  while  reeonnoitering  his  front.  I 
was  furnished  frith  a  guide  and  advanced  with  my  platoon.  Bines  being  dis- 
covered by  1st  Li  Grassey,  the  enemy  advanced  theii  machine  guns  nearer  our 
line  and  the  platoon  came  (n  contact  with  them  sooner  than  expected,  The 
enemy  was  discovered  by  the  guide  and  myself  moving  ap  on  s  road  through 
the  bushes  towards  our  Hue;  the  platoon  was  deployed  beside  the  road  behind 

the  hushes,  and  when  the  enemy  was  about  forty  yards  auav  we  opened  fin-, 
killing  8  men  and  wounding  more.  The  enemy  took  up  his  position  where  ho 
was  halted,  ami  offered  resistance.  As  the  enemy  was  being  reinforced,  f  sent 
to  the  rear  for  rein  fore*  uunl  |  which  were  furnished  by  Cos.  K  and  M,  a  total 
of  about.  90  men.  We  then  rushed  the  enemy  rind  drove  him  from  the  woods 
killing  and  wounding  about  20  more  men.  We  then  advanced  about  200  meters 
and    established   a    line   conncctir.tr   on    the   rfgfht    with    Company    M    ami    on    the 
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left  with  Co.  K.  That  night  our  artillery  feil  short,  resulting  in  three  men 
on  this  line  being  wounded.  My  platoon  was  withdrawn  the  next  day  from 
this  line,  and  put  in  support  of  the  2nd  Platoon  of  Co.  L,  the  platoon  being; 
arranged  in  combat  groups. 

JOSEPH  D.  LAWEENCE, 

2nd  Lieut.,  113th  Inf., 
Comdg,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  L.. 

****** 

Operation  Report,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  L,  113th  Infantry. 

During  the  attack  on  the  BOIS  DE  LA  HEINE  10  October,  1918,  "by  the- 
3rd  Bn.,  113th  Inf.,  this  company  was  the  left  support  company  and  in  sup- 
port of  Co.  K.  The  4th  Platoon  commanded  by  Sgt.  Hoffman  was  the  left 
support  platoon  of  the  company.  This  platoon  was  ordered  formed  on  the  ex- 
treme left  of  the  first  wave  of  company,  and  to  continue  along  the  road  and  in 
the  ravine  along  the  left  edge  of  the  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE.  Their  mission 
was  to  get  in  communication  with  Co.  H  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  113th  Inf.,  which  was. 
on  our  left,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  Co.  H  had  not  taken  up  its  position  we 
failed  to  gain  communication  until  24  hours  later.  This  platoon  was  finally 
used  as  a  reserve  and  for  patrol  work,  there  being  but  20  men  in  this  platoon. 
Sgt.  Hoffman  was  seriously  wounded  in  this  attack. 

CHARLES  GRASSEY, 
1st.  Lieut.,  113th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  L. 

****** 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  M,  113TH  INFANTRY 

The  Third  Battalion,  113th  Infantry,  attacked  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE,  10 
Oct.  IS,  at  11:00  A.M.  This  company  was  the  attacking  unit  on  the  right, 
supported  by  Co.  I.  The  first  wave  went  over  promptly  at  11:00  A.M.,  fol- 
lowed by  the  second  wave  and  supporting  company  at  50  meters.  After  hard 
fighting,  the  objective  was  reached  at  17:00  o'clock.  The  line  consolidated 
and  held  by  combat  groups  at  20  meters  interval. 

Liaison  from  front  to  rear  and  front  to  flanks  was  exceptionally  good 
throughout  the  combat.  Insufficient  artillery  preparation  and  the  failure  of 
the  French  to  advance  on  our  right,  this  company  suffered  casualties  from  en- 
filaded machine  gun  fire.  Lack  of  hand  grenades  resulted  in  the  capture  of 
machine  gun  nests  mostly  by  automatic  pistol  and  rifle  fire. 

Failure  of  a  number  of  men  to  take  advantage  of  the  natural  cover  caused 
losses  that    might  otherwise  have  been  averted. 

The  established  lines  were  held  until  the  Company  was  relieved  by  Co.  D, 
113th  Infantry,  19:30  o'clock,  15  Oct.  18,  and  company  marched  to  rear  area 
for  short   period  of  rest. 

The  company  relieved  Co.  C,  113th  Infantry,  18:00  o'clock,  21  Oct.  18  at 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  holding  the  line  until  3:00  o'clock  23  Oct.  18,  at  that 
time  company  moved  back  300  meters  and  remained  in  that  position  until  the 
1st  Bn.  113th  Infantry,  started  their  attack.  This  company  returned  to  the 
former  position,  establishing  line  of  resistance,  at  10:00  o'clock.  The  Com- 
pany was  relieved  by  Co.  A,  114th  Infantry,  at  23:00  o'clock,  24  Oct.  18. 

The  company  commander  was  killed  15  minutes  after  beginning  of  the  at- 
tack.    The  first  wave  commander  was  wounded  at  the  same  time  and  the  second 
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wave  commander  was  lost  a  few  days  later,  and  the  Lieutenant  commanding 
the  company  on  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  was  badly  wounded.  Therefore  it 
will  be  impossible  to  submit  report  of  Company  and  platoon  commanders  who 
took  part  in  the  attack. 

DAVID  W.  PAULETTE, 

1st.  Lieut.,  113th  Infantry, 

Commanding  Co.  M. 


9  November,   IS. 
Report  of  Recent   Operations  of  Platoon,  Co.  M,  113th  Inf. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  officers  commanding  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Platoons  of 
this  company  in  the  recent  operations  being  either  killed,  wounded  or  missing 
in  action  it  will  be  impossible  at  this  time  to  submit  a  report  signed  by  an 
officer  who  knew  the  history  of  these  platoons.  The  platoon  sergeants  were 
either  killed,  wounded  or  are  now  attending  Army  Candidates  School. 

Submit  herewith  report  compiled  by  the  First  Sergeant  of  the  Company. 

The  First  and  Third  Platoons  composed  the  assaulting  wave  on  the  BOIS 
D'ORMOXT  10  Oct.  18,  going  over  at  11:00  o'clock  under  command  of  2nd 
Lt.  Hugh  S.  Webb,  advancing  on  the  woods  in  short  rushes  of  about  25  meters; 
the  wave  commander  was  seriously  wounded  about  100  meters  from  the  starting 
point;  the  Company  Commander:  1st  Lt.  Fifed  J.  Trestrail  took  command  of 
the  first  wave;  the  Company  Commander  was  killed  within  75  meters  of  the 
woods.  By  this  time  because  of  the  many  casualties  sufTered  by  the  1st  and 
3rd  Platoons,  2nd  Lieut.  Fred  Sexton,  commanding  the  supporting  wave,  com- 
posed of  the  Second  Platoon  into  which  the  Fourth  Platoon  had  been  merged, 
brought  his  wave  up  to  the  front  line,  and  there  being  but  <)()  men  in  the  com 
pany,  they  advanced  through  the  WOOdl  to  the  objectives  as  one  platoon  under 
the  command   of  2nd  Lieut.  Sexton.     The  objective  was   reached   at   about    7:00 

o'clock  10  October  is,  and  the  lines  consolidated,  connecting  up  with  Co.  k 

on  the  left  and  Company  I  on   the  right,  and   liaison  established   with  iird    Hat 

talion  Headquarter!. 

The  company  was  relieved  at    U>:30  ff'elock,    U  October  18,  by  Company   B, 
113th  Jnfantrv  and  matched  to  the  rear  for  a  short   period  of  rest. 

At  i*:00  o'clock,  ei  October  18,  the  company,  composed  of  one  platoon 

commanded  by  2nd  Lieut.  Fred  Sexton,  with  2nd  Lieut.  Daniel  Zander  as  Com- 
pany Commander  relieved  Company  0,  1 13  th  Infantry  at  M.OLLKVJLLE 
FARM.  At  about  21:00  O'clock  Lieut.  Sexton,  rcronnoitrrin^  forward  posi 
tions,  was  either  killed  or  captured  by  the  enemy.  At  .'5:00  o'clock  S3  October 
IS,  the  Company  moved  hack  about  800  meters  and  remained  in  that  position 
under  a  heavy  enemy  bombardment  in  which  the  Company  Commander.  Lieut. 
ZandeC  received  multiple  wounds  in  the  leg,  until  the  1st  lint  talion  started 
their  attack.  The  Company  returned  to  its  former  position  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  First  Serjeant,  establishing  line  of  resiHtance  at  10:00  o  \  lock, 
and    2nd    Battalion    Jf'jrs.    notified    by    runner.      2nd    Lieut.    Stayeh    wan    smt    1o 

take  command  of  the  company,    The  Company  was  relieved  by  Co.  A,  L14th 
Infantry,  at  23:00  o'clock,  84  October  IS. 

DAVID  w.  PAULETTB, 

1st   Lieut.,   I  LdtTJ    Infantry. 
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Report  of  Operations,  114th  Infantry. 

1.  The  following  report  of  operations  in  which  this  regiment  participated 
during  the  period  Oct.  11-18  to  Oct.  30,  '18,  is  submitted: 

2.  On  Oct.  11th,  1918,  this  regiment  was  in  reserve  at  COTE  DEB  ROCHES 
(Map  Verdun  B— 1:20,000)  when  in  compliance  with  particular  Order  No. 
372/3-18th  I.D.  (French)  dated  11  Oct.  18  we  were  temporarily  relieved  from 
29th  Div.  U.S.  and  placed  under  command  of  the  Commanding  General  18th 
Infantry  Division  (French)  and  ordered  to  attack  enemy  defenses  between 
BOIS  D'ORMONT  and  BOIS  DE  MOIREY  at  7:00  hour. 

3.  Without  opportunity  for  making  a  proper  reconnaissance  of  the  ter- 
rain, and  with  the  scantiest  information  in  reference  to  enemy,  his  strength, 
defences,  etc.,  we  were  led  by  French  guides  to  attacking  positions  and  simply 
shown  direction  of  enemy. 

4.  The  attack  was  commenced  at  7:00  Oct.  12th  with  1st  and  2nd  Bat- 
talions in  line  and  3rd  Battalion  in  support,  attacking  battalions  having  two 
companies  in  front  line  and  two  companies  in  support. 

Advance  was  made  in  excellent  order  with  the  men  moving  forward  in  per- 
fect alignment. 

5.  The  artillery  preparation  was  very  incomplete  and  artillery  support 
during  the  advance  vejv  poor.  This  left  intact  a  large  number  of  enemy  ma- 
chine gun  nests,  especially  at  eastern  edge  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT  and  BOIS 
DE  MOIREY  seemed  to  have  been  untouched  by  our  artillery  and  its  defenses 
intact. 

It  appeared  that  the  counter  battery  work,  for  either  destruction  or  neu- 
tralization by  our  supporting  artillery  was  practically  nil.  The  enemy  laid 
down  a  terrific  S.O.S.  barrage  which  our  men  had  to  pass  through.  After 
passing  through  this  intact,  and  suffered  practically  all  of  our  casualties  from 
the  M.G's.   on  east  edge  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT  and  BOIS  DE  MOIREY. 

6.  The  French  Regiment  (77th),  which  was  supposed  to  be  operating  with 
us  on  the  right,  directly  in  front  of  BOIS  DE  MOIREY,  failed  to  advance 
with  us,  leaving  that  part  of  enemy's  front  free  to  enfilade  us  from  that  direc- 
tion. 

7.  Our  1st  Bn.,  which  was  the  left  attacking  battalion,  suffered  a  number 
of  casualties,  used  up  their  local  supports,  and  asked  for  reinforcements  with- 
in first  hour,  and  in  piecemeal,  two  companies  from  reserve  were  sent  in  to 
assist  them. 

At  12:00  o'clock  the  advance  had  progressed  very  favorably  and  we  had 
crossed  enemy  defenses  at  QiX^Q.  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT.  From  this  front  the 
enemy  infantry  fled,  leaving  the  defense  to  the  artillery  and  M.G.  nests.  At 
14:30  o'clock  the  enemy  launched  a  counter-attack  from  direction  of  BOIS  DE 
MOIREY;  our  2nd  Battalion  (right  attacking  battalion)  bore  the  brunt  of 
same,  and  as  they  had  no  support  from  right  regiment,  due  to  its  not  keeping 
up,  and  the  enforced  use  of  a  large  number  of  men  in  protecting  our  right 
flank,  they  were  forced  back  to  a  line  200  meters  south  of  enemy  first  line 
trenches.    There,  they  dug  in,  consolidated  shell  holes  in  a  rough  line,  and  held. 

The  right  of  the  1st  Battalion  was  likewise  driven  back  by  direct  M.G. 
fire  from  nests  established  in  trees  and  concrete  emplacements,  to  a  position 
in  line  with  2nd  Bn.  "A"  Co.,  "C"  Co.  and  "L"  Co.  (attached)  which 
were  on  left  of  line,  broke  thru  enemy  line  and  established  themselves  on  north 
edge  of  woods  where  they  dug  in  and  held.     This  gave  us  possession  of  west 
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half  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT.     (This  was  the  final  line  which  we  turned  over  to 
our  relief). 

8.  At  16:45  the  113th  U.S.  Infantry  which  was  on  our  left,  (the  G6th 
French  which  should  have  been  there,  likewise  failing  to  keep  up),  and  which 
had  established  themselves  in  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE,  counter-attacked  from 
their  position  to  assist  this  regiment  in  establishing  themselves  in  BOIS  D'OR- 
MONT.   Liaison  was  established  in  all  directions  within  an  hour. 

9.  Our  2nd  Bn.  went  forward  in  excellent  style  but  the  failure  of  the  77th 
French  to  keep  up  made  it  necessary  to  take  a  large  number  of  rifles  from 
our  front,  to  protect  the  right  flank  which  was  left  exposed. 

This  battalion  passed  thru  enemy  lines  on  schedule,  but  terrific  artillery 
and  M.G.  fire  with  an  exposed  flank  forced  the  retirement  as  above  stated. 

10.  The  position  finally  held  was  a  much  exposed  one,  consisting  of  a  series 
of  shell  holes  on  the  side  of  the  hill  under  direct  observation  from  enemy  lines. 
Enemy  planes  were  continually  overhead,  unmolested  by  ours,  and  our  nun 
were  subjected  to  severe  fire  as  a  consequence. 

11.  In  addition  to  shelling  by  H.E.  our  position  and  back  area  was  sub- 
ject to  a  severe  gas  shell  attack.  Masks  were  adjusted  and  at  one  period  kept 
on  for  six  hours.  We  had  a  number  of  casualties  from  this.  Glasses  used  were 
Lachrymatory,  Sneezing,  Mustard,  some  Blue  Cross  and  Chlorpieric. 

Recapitulation  for  Attack  of  Oct.  12-18,  1918. 

We  took  our  objective,  captured  200  Roche,  including  three  officers,  and 
killed  large  numbers  of  them.  Two  Austrain  88 's,  many  machine  guns,  and  a 
large  number  of  material  fell  into  our  hands. 

We  identified  the  enemy  on  our  front  as  Saxons  from  loth  and  32nd  Divi- 
sions. The  loth  Division  consists  of  the  69th,  160lh  and  989th  Infantry:  the 
32nd   Division   consists  of   the    102nd,    10.'! rd   and    177th    Infantry    Regiments. 

Our   Losses 

Kilhd  Wounded  Captured 

Officers 6  21  None 

Enlisted  Men  l  il'  800  None 

On  night  of  18-19  Oct.  18  this  regiment  was  relieved  in  front  line  by  102nd 
Infantry  (left)  101th  Infantry  (right;  and  returned  to  f'OTft  DKS  UOCHrOH 
for  refitting  and  reorganization. 

On   night   of  21  2-~>    Oct.    18,   having   again    returned    to    20th    Div.    K.S.,    we 

were  ordered  to  line,  relieving  L18th  D.S.  infantry. 

This  regiment  entered  line  with  2nd  Bn,  in  line,  1st  Bn.  in  support,  and 

.".rd  Bn.  in  reserve,  but  due  to  our  depleted  strength  it  was  neceuaTT  to  put 
the  entire  support  P»n.  in  1st  line  and  take  two  Companies  from  reserve  to  I  he 
Support  position. 

On  the  27th  the  Boehc  counter-attacked  the  regimeni  on  onr  right;  his  at 

tack  ineluded  a  portion  of  the  right  of  our  line.  Ur-  was  easily  repulsed,  with 
Josses  and  we  advanced  our  line  about  200  meters  ami   Improved  our  position. 

On  the  28th  we  were  ordered  to  extend   OUT  line   to  the   h-ft    and   relieve  ele- 
ments of  the  116th  infantry.    This  was  done  without  difficulty  tral  in  order 

to  comply  we  put  the  entire  regiment  (less  II  Co.)  in  the  front,  line  and  had 
but  one  company  in  support. 

During  counter  attaek  on  27th  we  captured   one   Borne   light.   Minnenwerfer, 
and  two  anti-tank  guns. 
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On  the  night  of  29-30  Oct.  this  regiment  was  relieved  in  front  line  by  the 
315th  Infantry  and  the  regiment  marched  to  vicinity  of  VERDUN.  On  30-31 
Oct.  we  were  embussed  and  moved  to  VAVINCOURT  billeting  area  for  rest 
and  recuperation. 

12.  At  all  times,  from  12  Oct.  18  to  29  Oct  18,  there  were  casualties,  due 
to  heavy  enemy  shelling  of  the  back  areas,  as  well  as  in  the  front  line. 
Total   Casualties  in  Regiment  For  Entire   Period  of  Operations 

Officers 

Enlisted  Men   


Killed 

Wounded 

Captured 

9 

23 

None 

128 

1142 

None 

2  Nov.,  18. 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  HEADQUARTERS  CO.,  114TB.  INF. 

1.  In  compliance  with  1st  Ind.,  Instruction  Bulletin,  No.  12  Hqrs.  29th 
Div.,  the  following  report  covering  recent  operations,  with  attached  reports 
by  platoon  commanders,  is  submitted: 

2.  Map— Verdun— B,  1:20,000. 

On  the  night  of  11  Oct.  18,  this  organization  left  COTE  DES  ROCHES 
and  proceeded,  in  rear  of  the  regimental  column  along  the  SAMOGNEUX- 
HAUMOXT  road  to  %6.2 — 76.95.  From  this  point  various  detachments  were 
sent  forward  to  Regimental  P.C.  and  to  Bn.  P.C 's,  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
pany going  into  bivouac.  On  the  day  of  the  initial  attack,  12  Oct.  18,  and 
the  remaining  days  of  action,  the  various  units  of  this  organization  functioned 
as  follows: 

Hand:  Ten  bandsmen  were  sent  forward  11  Oct.  18  as  a  liaison  detach- 
ment to  Regimental  P.C,  being  used  as  runners  from  the  P.C.  to  the  Bns. 
this  number  was  supplemented  from  day  to  day  in  the  ensuing  action  by  other 
bandsmen.  Although  unarmed,  these  men  equipped  themselves  with  rifles  on 
tic  field,  and  performed  valuable  work  in  maintaining  the  relay  system  of 
communication.  The  bandsmen  who  were  not  called  upon  to  perform  this 
work  were  utilized  in  the  preparation  of  food,  and  in  carrying  rations  and  am- 
munition  to  men  CD  the  line. 

Bombers'  and  Sappers'  Platoon:  Three  sections  of  the  Bombers'  section 
of  this  platoon,  with  two  light  Stokes  mortars  to  a  section,  were  sent  forward 
on  the  night  of  II  Oct.  18.  Two  mortars  were  sent  to  each  Bn.  in  the  advance, 
and  two  to  the  3rd  Bn.,  in  reserve.  This  platoon  had  no  opportunity  to  per- 
form effective  work  in  the  initial  attack.  No  reconnoissance  could  be  made 
prior  to  the  attack;  and  ample  supply  of  ammunition  could  not  be  brought 
forward,  and  the  terrain  at  the  point  of  attack  was  not  suited  to  the  use  of 
this  weapon.  One  mortar  was  hit  by  a  shell  near  2nd  Bn.  P.C.  After  finding 
that  their  guns  could  not  be  used,  the  gun  crews  with  the  attacking  Bns.  re- 
ported at  the  dressing  stations  and  were  utilized  in  carrying  wounded.  Lieut. 
Heath,  commanding  this  platocn,  was  admitted  to  army  hospital  on  the  third 
day  of  action,  with  the  two  chiefs  of  gun  section.  Sgt.  William  De  Voti,  com- 
manding the  third  gun  section,  assumed  command  of  the  platoon  and  although 
lie  was  affected  by  gas  himself,  remained  at  his  post  and  performed  valuable 
-Aork,  in  reorganizing  the  remaining  men  of  his  platoon  and  in  preparing  his 
mortars  for  further  action.     Report  of  platoon  commander  is  attached. 

Signal  Platoon  :     Various  details  were  sent  forward  on  the  night  of  11  Oct. 
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18  and  on  ensuing  days  of  action,  in  the  capacity  of  linemen,  telephone  opera- 
tors, and  pigeon  men.  These  details  were  sent  both  to  regiment  P.C.  and  to 
the  Bn.  posts.  Under  fire,  they  helped  maintain  the  system  of  communications. 
Twenty-three  men  were  held  in  reserve  at  Hqrs.  Co.  P.C,  and  until  needed  in 
their  capacity  of  signal  men,  were  utilized  in  carrying  rations  and  as  litter 
bearers.  They  were  also  used  in  carrying  forward  signal  equipment.  The 
Headquarters  Co.  Signal  platoon  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  platoon  of 
the  104th  Field  Signal  Bn.,  attached.     Both  units  did  good  work. 

37  mm.  Platoon  :  Upon  receipt  of  orders,  the  first  gun  section  of  this  pla- 
toon, with  37  mm,  cannon,  was  sent  forward  to  the  1st  Bn.  The  Second  sec- 
tion reported  to  the  CO.  2nd  Bn.  and  the  third  section  remained  in  reserve 
with  the  3rd  Bn. 

Difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  the  guns  forward,  the  pieces  having 
to  be  dismounted  and  carried  forward.  There  was  no  time  for  reconnoitering 
the  position  before  the  initial  attack  of  12  Oct.  18,  and  the  weapons  were 
valueless  in  performing  their  intended  mission  to  knocking  out  enemy  machine 
gun  nests.  One  gun  was  put  out  of  action  by  shell  fire  before  the  attack  was 
launched,  and  the  other  pieces  were  unable  to  function.  There  having  been  no 
reconnaissance  for  position,  the  gun  could  not  be  used  from  the  point  to  which 
it  was  sent,  as  the  low  trajectory  of  the  weapon  would  endanger  the  advancing 
troops.  The  gun  crews  performed  various  services,  and  one  soldier,  Pvt.  Al- 
fred Dilks,  was  killed  when  going  forward  with  the  advancing  line  of  infantry. 
Detailed    report   by  Lieut.    Howard,  commanding   this   section,   is   attached. 

Pioneers:     This  section,   which   was  not   at   its   full  strength  at   the  time  of 
going  into  action,  performed   various  duties.     The  Hn.  details  were  used  chiefly 
for  liaison  work,  and  the  headquarters  section   was   used   in   detachment    for  the 
burial  of  dead,  in  disinfecting  gas  shell  craters,  and  in   carrying  food  and   am 
munition.     Keport   of  Lieut.   Loist,  commanding  this   platoon,   is  attached. 

HAROLD  0.   HOFFMAX, 

Capt.,   lUth  Inf. 

lirport  of  Beeent  Operations  by  37mm.   Platoon  llii.  Co.,   114th  Inf. 

1.  On  the  night  of  //  Oil.  1H,  my  platoon  moved  forward  with  Head 
quarters  Co.  to  a  point  on  the  SAMOGNEUX-HATJMONT  road.  At  1:00 
o'clock  received  an  order  to  move  Dp  the  valley  and  assign  one  gun  to  each 
battalion.  The  first  section,  under  Rgt.  Crew,  was  assigned  to  the  first  bat- 
talion; the  0eCOHd  section,  under  Sgfc.  I>ol;m,  to  the  second  battalion,  and  the 
third  section,  with  Opl.  Keating  as  chief  of  piece,  to  the  third  battalion  in  re- 
serve. 

2.  We  moved  up  from  Hqrs.  Co.  I'/'.,  to  the  cross  roads  near  HAI'MON'T, 
where  the  guns  were  dismounted  and  carried  forward  by  hand.  In  spite  of 
difficulty  in  securing  guides,  the  pieeefl  were  all  in  position  by  1:00  o'clock  12 
Oct.  18.  In  bringing  up  the  gun  to  8rd  Jin.,  a  shell  exploded  near  the  pieCC 
causing  it  to  be  dropped  and  damaging  it  slightly,  although  it  could  be  used. 
The  guns  with  the  first  and  second  battalion  were  moved  forward  with  these 
Bng,  under  shell  ami  machine  gun  barrage,  to  the  point  from  which  the  attack 
was  launched.  The  first  section's  gun  was  just  placed  in  position  in  a  shell 
hole  when  a  shell  knocked  it  out.  of  action.  The  second  section's  gun,  after 
firing  one  or  two  shots,  was  disabled.  1  observed  the  action  from  a  shell  hole 
near  Sgt.  Dolan'g  gun,  and  after  seeing  the  futility  of  sending  these,  guns  for- 
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ward  with  the  first  wave  I  reported  back  to  the  CO.  Reg.  P.C.  Pvt.  Dilks  was 
killed  when  going  forward  to  join  his  old  company,  Co.  G.,  in  the  advancing 
line,  and  the  gunner  of  the  second  section  was  also  wounded.  A  shell  bursting 
near  the  gun  with  the  reserve  battalion  wounded  the  corporal  acting  as  chief 
of  piece. 

3.  On  the  following  day,  my  remaining  seven  men  helped  carry  wounded 
and  bring  up  food;  also  assisting  to  bury  the  dead.  The  platoon  was  relieved 
20  Oct.  18,  returning  to  COTE  DEg  ROCHES.  Casualties  for  the  week  ending 
Oct.  20th  were,  1  killed;  3  wounded;  19  gassed. 

4.  On  the  night  of  Oct.  29,  at  8:30  P.M.,  I  received  an  order  to  take  one 
gun  crew  up  to  advance  P.C,  116th  Inf.  No  guide  had  been  sent  and  I  did 
not  know  where  the  P.C.  was  located.  I  directed  the  gun  crew  to  get  ready, 
and  proceeded  myself  through  Brabant  to  the  crest  of  a  hill.  The  artillery 
fire  was  very  heavy.  I  could  not  locate  the  P.C.  I  returned  to  the  gun  and 
told  Sgt.  Dolan  to  proceed  up  this  road  as  far  as  possible;  in  the  meantime  I 
would  get  in  touch  with  P.C.  and  ask  for  guides.  After  finding  that  wires 
were  down  I  returned  to  my  quarters  and  waited  for  my  liaison  agent  to  report 
back  that  the  gun  could  go  forward.  At  11:00  P.M.  my  sergeant  and  liaison 
man  reported  back  that  a  unit  of  the  79th  Div.  had  been  stopped,  and  then  an 
M.I\  had  notified  them  that  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  during  the  heavy 
shelling  of  the  road*.  I  directed  that  the  sergeant  have  the  men  fall  out  along 
the  side  of  the  road  and  wait  until  I  could  get  in  touch  with  the  P.C  It  was 
then  about  2:00  o'clock  30  Oct.  At  6:00  tlie  gun  crew  returned  to  the  com- 
pany kitchen  for  mess.  I  sent  them  forward  again,  with  a  message,  and  fol- 
lowed after  getting  in  touch  with  the  P.C.  about  9:00,  80  Oct.  Arriving  at 
the  P.C  I  reported  and  was  instructed  to  await  further  orders.  At  3:20  P.M. 
1  was  ordered  back  to  COTE  DE8  ROCHE'S,  and  after  heavy  shelling  by  the 
enemy,  managed  to  get  back  safely  with  gun  and  crew,  except  for  some  slight 
scratches. 

ALBERT  S.  HOWARD, 

1st  Lt.,  114th  Inf. 


Hi  port  of  Operations,  Signal  Platoon,  Hqrs.  Co.,  114th  Infantry. 

1.  On  t0  Oct.  IS  detail  of  twelve  men  reported  to  each  of  the  Bus.  as 
linemen,  telephone  operators,  ;nid  pigeon  men,  and  on  11  Oct.  ten  men  were 
detailed  to  Regimental  P.C.  as  telephone  linemen  and  operators.  23  men  were 
left  in  reserve  at  Hqrs.  Co.  P.C.  26,2 — 76.95.  These  0*811  were  given  their  duty 
as  ration  camera  and  litter  bearers  until  needed  in  their  capacity  as  signal 
men;  they  also  carried  signal  supplies  to  Regimental  and  Battalion  P.C 's.  On 
If)  Oct.  IS  ten  men  were  detailed  to  Regimental  B.C.,  one  man  to  1st  Bn.  as 
liaison  agent.      Five  men  were  detailed  to  Divisional  Headquarters  on  18  Oct. 

12.  In  the  second  tour  of  duty  in  this  sector  the  same  disposition  was  made 
of  the  platoon  as  in  the  operations  of  12  Oct.  18. 

',\.  Pvt.  Alexander  Campbell  was  killed  on  IS  Oct.  when  on  his  way  to  his 
station  with  3rd  Bn.  Total  casualties  of  this  platoon  during  the  action:  Killed 
1  ;   (i.H.VV.  or  gas   1(5.     The  present   strength  of  the  platoon   is  52. 

•I.  Pvts.  QeOTge  1j.  Morris  and  Charles  Crammer  were  es{K?cially  fearless  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties  as  linemen,  going  out  repeatedly  under  the 
heaviest    Shell   tire,    repairing   broken    wires   and   attempting   to   maintain   tele- 
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phone   communication.     Pvt.   Jacob  Evans  has  also  been  mentioned  for  note- 
worthy work  from  Regimental  Headquarters  to  the  battalions. 

HARVEY  A.  STARK, 
2nd  Lt.,  Inf.,  Comdg  Signal  Platoon, 

114th  Inf. 

****** 

lieport  of  Becent  Operations,  Pioneer  Platoon,  Hq.  Co.,  114th  Inf. 

1.  During  the  recent  operations,  12  Oct.  18  to  30  Oct.  18  various  detach- 
ments of  the  Pioneer  Platoon  were  used  for  different  services.  A  detail  of 
fourteen  men  were  used  as  liaison  runners  between  battalions.  Five  men  were 
sent  to  Divisional  Headquarters  on  a  burial  detail,  and  four  men  were  utilized 
in  the  gas  disinfectant  squad.  The  remainder  of  the  men  were  used  as  liaison 
men  between  Regt.  and  Bn.  Headquarters. 

2.  Casualties  in  this  platoon  follow: 
G.S.W.,  1. 

Gassed,  7. 

FREDERICK  LEIST, 
2nd   Lt.,  Comdg.   Pioneer   Platoon, 

114th   Inf. 

Beport  of  Operations,  Stakes  Mortar  Section,  Hqr.s.  Co.,    With   Inf. 

1.  On  the  night  of  11  Oct.  18  the  three  Bombers  sections  of  this  Co.,  with 
two  light  Stokes  mortars  to  a  section,  were  sent  forward  from  Hqrs.  Co.  P.C. 
at  26.2 — 76.95.  The  first  section  reported  to  the  second  lin  ;  second  section  to 
the  third  battalion,  in  reserve,  and  the  third  section  to  the  first  Bn.  The 
mortars  for  the  bns.  in  advance  were  taken  forward  under  heavy  shell  fire. 
The   first   section    reported    to    the   f'.O.   2nd    Bn.    and    was   directed    to    wait    at 

\'.c.  until  ammunition  arrived.     While  awaiting  ammunition   the  attack  vraa 

launched   and   a  shell,  a    fragment    of   which    hit   tin-   piece,   put    one   mortar   out 
of  action.      There   had   been    no   time   for   reconnaissaiM-r   and    prnct  ically    no   am 
munition  could   be  brought    up.      Finding   his  guns   useless,  Sgt.    Writt    used   his 
men  to  carry  food  and   small  arms  ammunition   until    //    Oct.    is   when   this  sec 
tion   was  relieved. 

2.  The  third  section  reported  to  the  CO.  1st  Bn.  ami  tin-  chief  of  section 
directed  to  take  Dp  position  in  the  morning.  A  detail  of  ten  men  was  fur 
nished  for  carrying  ammunition  hut  they  did  not  return,  f«  ur  of  the  carriers 
being  killed  and  four  wounded.  Since  the  guns  could  not  be  Died  for  the  lack 
Oi  ammunition,  the  section  commander  reported  his  men  to  ('apt.  Davidson  .it 
1st    fin.   dressing   station,   and    they   were   used    for  carrying   wounded. 

?,.    Casualties   in   this   platoon    were: 
Gaseed:      1    officer,   8   men,  fr.H.W.,    1    man. 

WILLIAM  DE  voti, 
Hgt.,  Comdg.  Bombers'  &  Mappers'  Platoon, 

BqrSi  Co. 

becent  operations  eepobt,  machine  oun  company,  iutb 

jxfanthy. 

1.    In   Compliance   with    instructions   \o.    12,  31   October,    1918,    Headquarters 
29th    Div.,  the   following   recent   operations   report    is  hereby   submitted: 
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Attached  to  the  2nd  Bn.,  the  Machine  Gun  Co.  left  its  reserve  position  near 
SAMOGNEUX  on  the  night  of  11  Oct.,  1918  arriving  at  its  destination  in  the 
woods  next  to  the  2nd  Bn.  about  5  o'clock  A.M.  12th  Oct.  18,  just  in  time 
to  be  warmly  received  by  the  Boche  one  pounders. 

Six  shrapnel  casualties  were  inflicted  at  this  time.  Lt.  William  Keating 
Commanding  Officer,  reported  to  Captain  Stone,  commanding  officer  2nd  Bn., 
and  received  his  instructions  assigning  one  platoon  to  Co.  F,  and  one  to  Co. 
E,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  consisting  of  one  section  to  Co.  G,  in  support. 
The  men  went  over  the  top  with  the  respective  companies  at  the  appointed 
hour.  At  the  end  of  the  attack  two  guns  were  in  position  in  shell  holes  on  the 
line,  one  on  either  side.  The  other  guns  were  lost  in  action,  and  their  crews 
evacuated.  These  two  guns  were  kept  in  position  during  the  period  the  2nd 
Bn.  was  in  the  line,  until  relieved  on  the  night  of  the  17  Oct.  18  by  the  M.G. 
Co.,  104th  Inf.   (26th  Div.). 

On  the  night  of  the  loth  Oct.  18  one  officer  of  this  Co.  was  directed  by  the 
commanding  officer  111th  M.  G.  Bn.  to  take  one  platoon  of  Co.  B,  111th  M.G. 
Bn.  into  position  on  the  line  where  emplacements  were  made  and  the  4  guns 
mounted  on  the  right  flank  of  the  Bn.  front  as  directed.  These  positions,  were 
maintained  until  relieved  17th  October,  1918. 

The  company  was  in  reserve  near  SAMOGNEUX  17  Oct.  18  until  25th  Oct. 
18,  when,  attached  to  tjjp  1st  Bn.,  it  relieved  Co.  G,  111th  M.G.  Bn.  in  BOIS 
DE  BELLEU.  Five  guns  were  mounted  for  barrage  and  two  men  stationed 
at  each  gun  at  all  times  prepared  to  throw  the  barrage  when  called  for  by  the 
Red  and  White  signal  rocket. 

The  morning  of  27  Oct.  18,  one  section  under  an  officer,  was  directed  to 
report  to  the  CO.,  Co.  G,  114th  Inf.  as  a  combat  liaison  group  and  take  up 
position  on  the  right  flank  of  Co.  G,  and  the  left  flank  of  the  26th  Div.  Un- 
der heavy  shelling  and  enemy  machine  gun  fire  the  attack  was  launched  at 
11  A.M.  The  two  guns  were  placed  in  position  between  the  26th  and  29th 
Divs\  front,  until  relieved  at  15:15  o'clock  on  28th  Oct.  18.  The  three  guns 
left  behind  to  fire  the  barrage  were  registered  upon  a  direct  hit  of  medium 
calibre  artillery  and  were  put  out  of  action.  Here  it  was  that  Capt.  Butcher 
and  Lt.  Keating  were  killed.  The  rest  of  the  company  had  been  evacuated  that 
morning  for  gas.  On  the  nights  of  30th  and  31st  Oct.  18  the  company  left  the 
area  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment. 

WILLIAM  W.  REYNOLDS, 

1st  Lt.  Comdg.  M.G.  Co., 
114th  Inf. 

Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon,  M.G.  Co.,  114th  Inf. 

On  12  Oct.  18  the  1st  Platoon  under  command  of  William  W.  Reynolds  was 
assigned  to  Co.  E,  114th  Inf.  by  1st  Lt.  William  J.  Keating,  then  Company 
Commander.  This  platoon  went  over  the  top  with  this  company  and  succeeded 
in  gaining  and  holding  one  gun  position  in  a  shell  hole  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  Co. 

The  other  three  guns  were  lost  in  action  and  their  crews  evacuated. 

This  gun  remained  in  position  during  the  period  the  2nd  Bn.  was  in  the 
line.     Relieved  the  night  of  17  Oct.  18  by  M.G.  Co.  of  104th  Inf. 

J.  W.  KIRCHHOFF, 
Capt.  M.G.  Co.,  114th  Inf. 
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Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  M.G.  Co.,  114th  Infantry. 

On  the  12th  Oct.  18,  under  command  of  Elmer  C.  Carrier,  2nd  Lt.,  was  as- 
signed to  Co.  F,  114th  Inf.  by  William  J.  Keating,  1st  Lt.,  then  company 
commander.  r     J 

«.   V1'!  T?lat0?n  wen*  ovcr  the  top  with  Co.  F,  which  was  on  the  left,  when 
the  2nd  Bn.  advanced. 

Only  one  gun  suceeded  in  getting  into  a  position.  This  was  in  a  shell  hole 
on  the  left  flank  of  the  company. 

The  other  three  guns  were  put  out  of  action  and  the  crews  evacuated. 

This  one  gun  remained  in  position  for  the  period  the  2nd  Bn.  remained  in 
line.     Relieved  17th  Oct.  18  by  M.G.  Co.,  104th  Infantry. 

J.  W.  KIRCHHOFF, 
Capt.  M.G.  Co.,  114th  Inf. 

Operations  Report,   3rd   Platoon,    M.G.   Co.,    114th    Infantry. 

This  platoon  consisting  of  one  section  was  assigned  to  Co.  G,  114th  Inf., 
then  in  support  of  the  2nd  Bn.  114th  Inf. 

This  platoon  went  over  the  top  with  Co.  G  supporting  their  advance,  one 
.gun  on  either  flank  under  command  of  Sgt.  Joseph   Burke. 

Both  guns  succeeded  in  gaining  positions  in  shell  holes,  one  on  each  flank 
and   remained   during   the  period   this  company    was   in    the   line. 

Relieved  17  Oct.  18  by  the  M.  (;.  Co.,   HHrh   Infantry. 

J.   W.   KIRCHHOFF, 

Capt.  M.G.  Co.,  H4th  Inf. 

Opkkatjox.s   REPOBT,  Fnc.sT  BATTALION,   114th   INFANTRY. 

The   period   of  active   Operation!   of   this    Bn,    began   on    //    Oct.    IS,   when    at 
J6    o'clock    orders    uere    received    to    participate    in    an    attack    on    HOIS    D'OR 
MONT  at  7  o'clock   12th   Oct.    is. 

The    Bn.    under    command    of    Major    John    C.    Taylor,    was    then    bivouaccd 

^with  the  regiment  in  COTE  DES  BOCHE8.    On  the  afternoon  of  11  Oct.  18, 

it  was  marched  to  Haumont  and  from  there,  when  darkness  fell,  was  taken  to 
the  position  on  north  edge  of  HOIS  D'MAI'MONT  from  which  the  attack  was 
to   be   made. 

The  objective  assigned  was  the  north  edge  of  HOIS  1 CORMON  T,  the  at- 
tack formation  being  Cos.  A  and  \\  in  the  front  line  with  C  ami  I)  in  local 
support,  left  and  right  respectively.  Co.  I).  111th  M.G.  Hn.  and  I  section  each 
of  the  Trench  Mortars  and  One  pounder  platoons,  IHjrs.  Co.,  wore  assigned  to 
assist  the  battalion  operations. 

The  2nd  Hn.  of  this  regiment  Ml  tacked  with  us  on  our  right  ami  the  G6th 
I.R.    (Vrcnvh)    on    our   left.      Tin-  direction   of   the  advance   was    northeasterly. 

At   7  o'clock,    12  Oct.    IS  the   advance  began   and   heavy   enemy  barrage   fire 
was    immediately    encountered    both    from    W.K.    and    machine    glina,       Our    pre 
paration  fire  and  creeping  barrage  fire  by  the  artillery  was  insuflicient .      Never 
theless  the  advance  continued,  and   by   11   o'clock  Co.   A    had   prncticallv  gained 
its  objective   though    it    had   gone  somewhat    too   much    to   the    left.      Losses   Were 
very  heavy  and   the   right   of   tin-    line    was   unable   to   take  COTE   860,      It    was 
necessary    to    put    both    local    support    companies    in    the    front    lino    to    replace 
casualties  and    Co.    L    was   sent    in    from    Regimental    Reserve    as   a    further   rein 
forcement  to  consolidate  the  line  in  the  afternoon. 
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Before  dark  the  entire  Bn.  front  was  consolidated  and  contact  assured 
with  the  66th  I.R.  (French)  on  our  left  and  with  a  detachment  of  the  same 
regiment  on  our  right  who  made  a  connecting  link  between  our  right  and  the 
left  of  the  2nd  Bn.  114th  Infantry. 

The  line  thus  established  was  held  until  the  Bn.  was  relieved  by  3rd  Bn. 
of  the  102nd  Infantry,  and  returned  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES  the  night  of 
16-17  Oct. 

Casualties  during  the  period  12th  to  16  Oct.  were,  officers,  killed  3;  wounded 
7;  men  killed  42;  wounded  347. 

On  17th  Oct.  18,  the  Bn.  plus  Co.  L  was  assigned  to  the  58th  Inf.  Brig, 
as  reserve  and  in  the  afternoon  marched  from  COTE  DES  ROCHES  to  re- 
serve trenches  at  MALBROUCK  on  BRABANT-MOLLEVILLE  Farm  Road, 
remaining  there  until  night  19-20  Oct.  when  it  rejoined  the  regiment  in  Div. 
Reserve  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

On  the  night  of  24-25  Oct.  this  Bn.  relieved  the  3rd  Bn.  113th  Inf.  in  sub- 
sector  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  taking  up  a  front  line  position.  A  and  D 
Cos.  were  placed  on  the  line  and  C  and  B  Cos.  in  local  support.  The  101st 
Inf.  (26th  Div.)  was  on  our  right  and  the  2nd  Bn.  of  the  Regiment  on  our  left. 

It  later  became  necessary  by  reason  of  extending  our  line  to  the  right  to 
take  over  part  of  that  occupied  by  the  101st  Inf.  and  because  of  the  small 
size  of  the  units,  to  plac^both  local  support  Companies  and  Co.  K  from  regi- 
mental reserve  in  the  line.  A  combat  liaison  group  of  one  platoon  and  one 
section  machine  gun  Co.  was  established  on  our  right,  and  when  the  101st  Inf. 
made  an  attack  and  an  advance  on  26th  Oct.  this  group  and  the  right  of  our 
line  advanced  about  200  meters. 

With  the  exception  of  this  small  advance  our  lines  did  not  change  during 
the  period  of  occupation,  and  there  was  little  action  and  light  casualties.  The 
Bn.  was  relieved  by  a  Bn.  of  the  315th  Inf.  (79th  Div.)  on  the  night  29-30 
Oct.  when  it  returned  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES.  On  SO  Oct.  the  Bn.  with  the 
regiment  marched  to  the  Verdun  Area  preparatory  to  embussing  for  the  rear. 

JOHN  S.  COOKE, 

Major,  114th  Inf. 
Comdg.  1st.  Bn. 


BEFOBT  OF  OPERATIONS  25-30  OCT.,  1918.   (CO.  A,  114TH  INF.) 

1.  The  following  report  of  operations  in  which  Co.  A,  114th  Inf.  was  en- 
gaged for  the  period  from  24  to  SO  Oct.  18  is  submitted  in  compliance  with  in- 
struction memo  No.  12  Hqrs.  29th  Div.,  31  Oct.  18. 

2.  Oo.  A,  aa  part  of  the  1st  Bn.,  114th  Inf.,  marched  from  COTE  DES 
ROCHES  at  18  o'clock  via  HAUMONT  road  and  trail  through  the  BOIS  DE 
CONSENVOYK  to  the  Ravine  about  1,000  meters  east  of  the  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM,  coordinates  about  26.8 — 81.4  Verdun  map,  and  relieved  a  Co.  of  the 
113th  Inf.  which  was  in  a  support  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  ravine, 
this  relief  was  accomplished  about  3:30  A.M.,  25  Oct.  18. 

Enroute  to  this  position  and  while  relief,  considerable  shelling  of  road, 
woods  and  ravine  took  place  which  resulted  in  one  man  being  wounded  by 
shell  fire. 

3.  Orders  were  received  about  17:00  o'clock  25  Oct.  18  placing  this  Co. 
together  with  Co.  B,  under  the  commanding  officer  'znd  Bn.  and  acting  on  his 
orders  this  Co.  relieved  Cos.  G  and  H,  116th  Inf.  in  the  BOIS  DE  ETRAYES; 
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owing  to  difficulty  in  securing  guides  this  relief  was  not  accomplished  until 
about  24:00  o'clock. 

The  position  taken  was  a  chain  of  shell  holes  very  irregular  in  trace  and 
under  continuous  fire  from  enemy  machine  guns  which  were  not  more  than  50 
to  100  yards  distant  and  whose  exact  location  could  not  be  determined. 

Combat  groups  of  from  two  to  three  men  were  placed  in  these  shell  holes 
and  in  conjunction  with  Co.  B,  this  regiment  which  was  on  the  right,  the 
line  was  organized  very  thinly  as  a  line  of  observation. 

4.  On  the  26th  while  endeavoring  to  locate  the  lines  held  by  Co.  C,  116th 
Inf.  on  our  left,  two  men  were  wounded  by  M.G.  fire  which  we  were  unable  to 
locate. 

Orders  were  received  on  the  26th  to  extend  our  line  to  the  left  and  take 
over  the  sector  held  by  Co.  C,  116th  Inf.  This  was  done  by  moving  all  com- 
panies of  the  2nd  Bn.  to  the  left  and  holding  about  V3  more  of  the  line  with  the 
same  number  of  men  and  was  accomplished  about  17:00  o'clock  26  Oct.  18. 

5.  On  28th  Oct.  18,  orders  were  received  to  move  company  to  the  left  and 
take  over  sector  held  by  Co.  A,  116th  Inf.  On  receipt  of  orders,  about  15 
o'clock  an  attempt  was  made  to  accomplish  this  relief,  but  owing  to  a  misun- 
derstanding of  orders  the  commanding  officer  of  Co.  A,  116th  Inf.  refused  to 
have  the  relief  made  at  that  time,  and  the  relief  was  not  made  until  about  6 
o'clock  the  morning  of  20  Oct.  18. 

6.  During  the  day  of  the  29th  there  was  a  continued  harassing  fire  from 
the  enemy  machine  guns  which  resulted  in  having  one  man  killed  while  passing 
from  one  shell  hole  to  another. 

7.  On  the  morning  of  SO  Oct.  1H,  this  company  was  relieved  by  a  company 
of  the  315th  Inf  (79th  J>iv.;  ;  relief  was  started  at  4:00  o'clock  and  completed 
at  5:30. 

The  company  marched  out  via  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  and  BRABANT 
BOAD  and  reached  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES  at  7:00  o'clock  without  Buffering 
any  casualties  enroute. 

8.  The  company  had  the  following  casualties  during  the  period: 
Killed,    1    Enlisted   man;    Wounded,   4    Enlisted    men;    Missing,   none. 

9.  It  is  believed  that  considerable  loss  was  inflicted  on  tin-  enemy  durin  •  the 
period  as  at  least  4  of  the  enemy  dead  were  In  view  at  the  time  of  relief  and 
the  condition   of  the  ground  was  Much   as    to   conceal   many   of   his   losses   from 

view  except  those  in  thifl  particular  location, 

FREDERICK   E.  BOHBBACH, 

Captain,    11  1th    Infantry, 
Commanding  Co.  A. 

November  26,  i-iis. 
Report  of  Operations,  First  Platoon  of  Company  d,  fifth  Infantry', 

On  the  4th  day  Of  October,  1918,  Che  First  Platoon  as  part  of  Company  A, 
114th  Infantry  left  their  camp  which  was  located  about  7  kilometers  northeast 
of  RAMPONT  in  a  large  woods,  and  started  moving  towards  the  from  line. 
Their  route  of  march  being  timi  GERMONVILLE  and  along  the  western 
slope  of  HILL  304.  Practically  all  the  march  being  done  under  the  cover  of 
night. 

On  the  ni^ht  of  October  W-llth,  they  moved  nerofw  the  river  MEU8E  to 
COTE  DBA  BOCHE8,  arriving  there  at   i  o'clock,  October  llth\  during  the 
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day  they  were  under  shell  fire.  At  16  o'clock  October  11th  they  marched  to 
a  point  at  the  foot  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT,  arriving  there  at  1  o'clock,  October 
12th;  during  this  period  they  were  under  heavy  shell  fire.  At  7  o'clock  October 
12th  the  first  platoon  on  the  right  as  assault  platoon  of  Company  A,  left  its 
parallel  of  departure,  with  the  Second  Platoon  on  its  left,  and  Company  B,  on 
its  right,  their  objective  being  to  capture  and  hold  that  part  of  BOIS  D'OR- 
MONT directly  in  their  front.  Their  objective  was  gained  in  about  45 
minutes.  In  going  up  this  slope  to  the  woods  they  were  under  terrific  shell 
fire  and  machine  gun  fire.  After  gaining  the  woods  which  was  full  of  Ger- 
mans and  machine  guns,  they  were  fired  on  from  their  front,  flanks  and  rear. 
Upon  gaining  the  opposite  edge  of  the  woods  they  re-organized  and  held  their 
position.  In  going  thru  the  woods  they  were  subjected  to  heavy  machine  gun 
fire  from  3  Block  Houses  located  about  50  meters  on  the  left,  and  also  from 
machine  guns  located  on  HILL  360,  about  250  meters  on  their  right. 

The  platoon  started  in  action  with  the  strength  of  about  47  men,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Robert  M.  Bailey.  In  going  up  the  slope  Lieut.  Bailey 
was  killed  by  machine  gun  fire.  His  conduct  was  that  of  an  exceptionally 
brave  and  courageous  man.  Casualties:  2  men  and  one  ofl&cer  killed  and 
about  19  men  wounded. 

On  October  17th  they  were  relieved  and  marched  back  to  COTE  DES 
ROCHES.  October  23d  they  went  to  a  place  just  south  of  BOIS  D'ETRAYES, 
about  500  meters  from  the  front  line.  On  October  25th  they  with  the  2nd,  3rd 
and  4th  platoons  organized  as  one  platoon,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Luby 
Royal;  they  took  over  about  300  meters  of  the  front  line  in  the  BOIS 
D'ETRAYES.  They  held  that  position  until  October  SOth  when  they  were  re- 
lieved. During  the  time  they  were  in  the  line  they  were  continually  under 
harassing  machine  gun  and  artillery  fire.  The  total  strength  of  the  one  platoon 
was  about  39  men  and  one  officer.     Casualties:     1  killed  and  4  wounded. 

CHARLES  F.  DYER, 
Captain,  114th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  A. 


November   2fi,   i91S. 
lit  port  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon   of  Company  A.    114th   Infantry. 

On  the  4th  day  of  October,  1918  the  third  platoon  as  part  of  Company  A, 
114th  Infantry  left  their  camp  which  was  located  about  7  kilometers  north- 
east of  RAMPONT  in  a  large  woods,  and  started  moving  towards  the  front 
line.  The  route  of  march  being  thru  GERMONTILLE  and  along  the  western 
slope  of  HILL  304.     Practically  all  the  march  being  under  the  cover  of  night. 

On  the  night  of  October  10 -11th  they  moved  across  the  river  MEUSE  to 
COTE  DES  ROCHES,  arriving  there  at  1  o'clock,  October  11th;  during  the 
day  they  wore  under  shell  fire.  At  16  o'clock  October  11th  they  marched  to  a 
point  at  the  foot  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT,  arriving  there  at  1  o'clock,  October 
1 2th;  during  this  period  they  were  under  heavy  shell  fire.  At  7  o'clock  October 
12th,  the  Third  platoon  as  support  platoon,  directly  in  rear  of  the  first  platoon, 
left  it's  parallel  of  departure  and  after  advancing  for  about  15  minutes,  it 
was  in  the  front  line  with  the  first  platoon,  their  objective  being  to  capture 
*nd  hold  that  part  of  BOIS  D  'ORMONT  directly  in  their  front.  Their  objec- 
tive was  gained  in  45  minutes.  In  going  up  this  slope  to  the  woods  they  were 
under  terrific  shell  fire  and  machine  gun  fire.  After  gaining  the  woods,  which 
was  full  of  Germans  and  machine  guns,  they  were  fired  on  from  their  front, 
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flanks  and  rear.  Upon  gaining  the  opposite  edge  of  the  woods  they  re-organ- 
ized and  held  their  position.  In  going  thru  the  woods  they  were  subjected  to 
heavy  machine  gun  fire  from  3  Block  Houses  located  about  50  meters  on  the- 
left  and  also  from  machine  guns  located  on  HILL  360,  about  250  meters  on 
their  right. 

The  platoon  started  in  action  with  the  strength  of  about  34  men,  under 
command  of  Sergeant  Edward  J.  Setlock.     Casualties:     1  killed,  12  wounded. 

On  October  17  th  they  were  relieved  and  marched  back  to  COTE  DES 
EOCHES;  October  23rd  they  went  to  a  place  just  south  of  BOIS  D'ETRAYES, 
about  500  meters  from  the  front  line.  On  October  25th  they,  with  the  1st,  2nd 
and  4th  platoon  organized  as  one  platoon,  under  command  of  Lieut.  Luby 
Royal;  they  took  over  about  300  meters  of  the  front  line  in  the  BOIS  D'ET- 
RAYES.  They  held  that  position  until  October  30th  when  they  were  relieved. 
During  the  time  they  were  in  the  line  they  were  continually  under  harassing 
machine  gun  and  artillery  fire.  The  total  strength  of  the  one  platoon  was 
about  39  men  and  one  officer.     Casualties:     1  killed  and  4  wounded. 

CHARLES  F.  DYER, 
Captain,   114th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  A. 


OPEBATIONS  REPORT,  CO.  B  tUTH   INFANTRY. 

1.  On  Oct.  24th,  this  company  left  COTE  DES  ROCHES  at  18  o'clock  to 
take  up  what  we  understood  at  the  time,  a  support  position  in  conjunction 
with  remainder  of  1st  Bn.,  for  a  period  of  forty-eight  (48)  hours.  After 
considerable  delay  of  some  unknown  reason,  this  company  arrived  at  RAVINE 
DE  MOLLEVILLE  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  25th  Oct.  and  took  up  a 
support  position  in  rear  of  our  front  line. 

2.  When  making  the  relief  of  former  organization  in  support,  no  data 
could  be  obtained  from  any  member  of  the  company  as  to  the  direction  of  the 
enemy,  nor  the  distance  from  the  front  line.  The  main  thought  which  pre- 
vailed amongsl  both  officers  and  men  of  tin-  relieved  organizations  was  a  hasty 
exit  from  the  vicinity.  Consequently,  the  men  of  this  company  were  icattered 
over  a  large  area  in  the  confusion,  and  without  any  knowledge  of  where  our 
other  units  were. 

3.  At  about   16  o'clock  on  the  25th  of  October,  orders  were  received  to  rc- 
lieve  companies  G  and   H,   110th   inf.,  vrho  were   in  tin-  line  al    BOIS  D'TST 
BAYE8,  bur  relief  could  not  be  made  until  28  o'clock  doe  to  tin-  heavy  bomb 
ardmenl  of  the  enemy  artillery  in  the  valley  and  in  neighborhood  of  P.C.  it  was 

difficult  to  obtain  runners,  the  guides  from  the  110th  failed  utterly  and  no 
strenuous  efforts  were  made  at  our  P.C.  to  Obtain  guides,  with  tin-  remit  that 
considerable  time  was  lost,  and  in  case  of  attark,  would  have  proved  rather 
disastrous;  all  dm-  to  Indifference  at  PXJ.  Companiea  a  and  B  were  cotitfoli 
dated  on  making  the  relief,  with  the  members  of  Co.  B,  on  the  ri^ht  of  tho 
line,  in  liaison  with  Co.   F,  114th    Inf. 

4.  On  the  26th,  one  man  was  killed  and  n  not  her  wounded  in  an  »n  livivor  to 
locate  the  lines,  which  were  difficult  to  find  as  no  runners  were  available  who 
were   familiar    with    seetor.      The    result    befog,   party   was   hit    by    midline   gU0 

bullets,  which  gun  should  have  been  located,  as  position  was  known  i>  mem 

bers  of  the  J  16th  Jnfnntry. 

5.  On  the  evening  of  the  26,  Companies  A   and   B  were  moved   to  the  left 
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of  the  line,  relieving  Co.  C,  116th  Inf.,  and  causing  us  to  cover  a  three  com- 
pany  sector,  which  was  accomplished  by  Co.  F,  114th  Inf.,  increasing  the  front 
of  their  sector,  and  relieving  some  of  our  G.  C  's.,  and  also  by  increasing  dis- 
tance between  G.C  's. 

6.  On  the  27th,  one  man  of  company  C  was  killed  by  one  of  our  own  77  >s 
falling  short.  Repeatedly,  our  shots  from  allied  artillery,  were  hitting  our 
lines  and  the  difficulty  arose  of  sending  information  to  rear.  One  runner  was 
started  immediately,  but  on  the  trip,  consumed  the  greater  part  of;  an  hour. 
A  VB.  rocket  was  fired  with  no  results;  as  only  one  other  rocket  was  available, 
it  was  held  in  reserve  until  probably  an  hour  later  when  a  French  aeroplane 
came  over  the  sector,  flying  very  low  and  our  last  rocket  was  fired  and  was 
seen  by  the  aviator,  who  circled  around  the  sector  several  times  and  then 
went  to  rear,  and  firing  stopped  shortly. 

7.  Our  location  was  shown  to  aeroplane  by  means  of  handerchief  as  no 
marking  panels  were  available,  and  supply  of  rockets  had  been  exhausted. 

8.  On  the  28th,  orders  were  received  for  relief  of  companies  A  and  C,  116th 
Inf.,  who  bad  established  line  on  left  oJ  -  ?  un  :•  ai  cr  having  been  relieved 
the  day  before.  An  effort  was  made  at  dusk  to  make  this  relief  but  Command- 
ing Officer  of  Co.  C  refused  to  have  his  company  relievd  until  morning. 
About  22  o  'clock,  an  order  was  received  stating  that  relief  must  be  completed, 
but  in  the  meantime,  the  members  of  Comapny  A  and  B  had  been  placed 
wherever  shelter  could  be  obtained,  due  to  the  dense  forest  and  impossibility 
1o  relocate  G.C's,  as  the  company  sector  was  very  irregular.  The  relief  was 
completed  at  dawn. 

9.  The  morning  of  the  30th  Oct.,  this  company  was  relieved  by  a  company 
of  the  3  loth  Infantry   (79th  Div). 

10.  This  company  had  twenty-six  (26)  men  holding  the  line,  and  were 
relieved  by  approximately  sixty  (60)  men. 

11.  During  the  time  this  company  was  on  the  line,  not  a  particle  of  hot 
food  or  liquids  was  received,  although  the  kitchen  daily  forwarded  food  and 
coffee.  The  men  existed  on  corned  beef,  bread  and  water  during  the  entire 
stay  and  even  then  it  was  necessary  to  withdraw  men  from  the  line  to  obtain 
rations. 

12.  Repeated  requests  were  made  for  ammunition,  grenades  and  rockets, 
but  the  only  grenades  obtained  were  by  ration  party,  who  were  greatly  handi- 
capped, and  had  to  carry  some  for  a  distance  of  three  kilometers.  Ammuni- 
tion was  not  received,  and  the  only  rockets  received  were — three  and  sLx  star, 
calling  for  barrage,  and  from  aero  to  ground  for  marking  lines.  Flares  were 
an  unkown  quantity  and  could  not  be  procured,  whereas  the  enemy  had  flares 
in  the  air  every  twenty  minutes.  At  night  it  was  simply  a  hit  and  miss  pro- 
position, as  nothing  could  be  seen,  although  sounds  of  digging  and  wiring 
parties  could  be  heard. 

13.  No  support  was  received  on  the  line  from  machine  guns  of  any  de- 
scription as  after  the  withdrawal  of  the  58th  Brigade,  the  machine  guns  were 
also  withdrawn,  which  left  the  valley  on  left  of  line  held  by  riflemen  whereas 
the  enemy  controlled  it  by  machine  guns. 

14.  Aviation  was  of  no  assistance  in  the  protection  of  the  line,  as  the 
enemy  repeatedly  had  his  planes  marking  our  lines  and  using  machine  guns  in 
:an  endeavor  to  cause  casualties. 

15.  None   of  the  unit   commanders,  other  than  the   companies  on  the  line 


114TH  INFANTRY  73 

visited  the  sector,  and  at  no  time  was  a  personal  reconnaissance  made  by 
officer  in  charge,  either  personally  or  by  intelligence  section.  The  result  of 
which  was  that  orders  were  received  which  were  formulated  on  paper  and  not 
by  any  knowledge  of  the  sector,  and  which  made  it  almost  impossible  to  ex- 
ecute properly. 

16.  The  morale  of  the  men  was  greatly  weakened  due  to  the  casualties 
caused  by  our  own  artillery,  also  by  the  repeated  false  statements  as  to  length 
of  time  we  would  be  in  support  and  reserve,  and  that  our  enemy  was  weak, 
whereas  it  was  found  entirely  different,  by  actual  contact,  and  not  theory. 

GROVER  P.   HEINSMANN, 
1st  Lt.,  114th  Infantry,  Comdg.  Co.  B. 


Report   of    Operations,    1st   Platoon,    Company    B,    114th    Infantry. 

On  11  October,  1018  this  platoon  which  is  part  of  Company  B  was  bi- 
vouaced  in  COTE  DBS  ROCHES  and  moved  at  15:00  o'clock  for  destination 
unknown.      After   about     12    hours    travel   over    broken     roadfl    and     trails    the 

RAVINE  I)E  CON8ENVOYE  was  reached,     Shortly  after  arriving  there  a 

heavy  shelling  by  the  enemy  was  started   but  no  casualties  were  Buffered  by  the 

platoon.     About  6:45  A.M.  October  is,  the  platoon   was  formed   in   combat 

groups  in  rear  of  second  platoon,  acting  .'is  support  to  that  platoon.  At  the 
command  to  start  the  platoon  moved   forward  seeking  cover  under  the  brow   of 

the  hill  which  was  occupied  bv  the  2nd  Platoon.  Enemy  counter  barrage 
caused  no  casualties,  which  enabled  the  first  platoon  to  advance  steadily  for- 
ward. Liaison  was  kept  between  Company  A  on  our  left  until  going  to  about 
300  meters  when  all  liaison  with  Company  A  was  lost,  making  it  necessnrv 
for  the  first  platoon  to  cover  more  ground  in  order  to  protect  the  left  Hank,  as 
Company  A   was  several  bandied  yards  behind. 

The  2nd  Platoon,  having  reached  the  head  of  the  RAVINE,  this  platoon 
•wag    ordered     to    envelope    ;.  n     ;irm    of    the    enemy     wire    opposite    our    left     nnd 

cover  the  left  flank  of  tin;  second  pintoon.  While  endeavoring  to  envelope  the 
wire  this  platoon  was  subjected  to  heavy  machine  gun  fire  and  shrapnel:  it 
v as  then  merged  with  the  2nd  platoon  bv  the  company  commander,  forme. 1  into 
combat  groups  and  ordered  to  hold  the  bead  of  the  RAVINE  under  cover  of  a 

small  cliff. 

Sergeant  Gaston,  the  platoon  commnndor  was  wounded  trying  to  reach  the 
wire  and  command  was  taken  over  by  Sergeant  Ontes  who  in  tum  V...M  wounded 
and  Corpora]  Ziegler  assumed  command.  A  heavy  shelling  on  the  lino  kepi 
the  men  from  advancing  into  the  enemy '1  wire,  which  w.'is  about  u.~>  varda  dis- 
tant. There  were  no  iignall  of  any  kind  to  be  found,  so  the  platoon  awaited 
further  orders   which  came   Late   in    the  afternoon,   informing    them    thev    were   to 

i.e  relieved  by  another  eompany,  but  due  to  the  heavy  ihelling  no  relief  wai 

made,  so  orders  were  sent  to  withdraw  the  men  from  the  line  nfter  dusk. 
After  the  platoon  was  withdrawn,  the  compnny  was  formed  in  ri»r  of  the 
line  and  from  this  time  on,  until  the  Regiment  was  withdrawn  from  the  active 
sectors  the  company  Operated  as  one  pintoon. 

From  Oct.  13,  1918  to  Oct,  //,  7.o/*,  the  balance  of  the  eompany  wns  used 

for  patrol  duty  by  the  battalion  commander. 

The   compnny   left    COTE   DE8    ROCHES   Oct.    17,    1918,   at,    18   o'clock    for 
the  reserve  trenches  in  the  vicinity  of  P.RABANT  and  left  the  reserve  trenches 
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on  Oct.  19,  18,  at  20:30  o'clock  for  COTE  DES  KOCHES  where  we  remained 
until  Oct.  24th. 

WM.  J.  REDDON, 
Captain,  114th  Infantry. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  Second  Platoon,   Company  B,  114th  Infantry. 

October  11,  1918,  this  platoon  as  part  of  Company  B,  114th  Infantry,  was 
bivouaced  in  COTE  DES  ROCHES.     At  about   15  o'clock  moved  out  over 
BRABANT-SAMOGNEUX  ROAD  turning  to  left  on  road  leading  to  HAU- 
MONT,  remaining  under  cover  until  dusk.     At  about  19  o  'clock  moved  out  by 
trails   over   hills  to   the  RAVINE  DE  CONSENVOYE   arriving   there   about. 
3:30   o'clock  October  12,  1918.     During  considerable  shelling  by  the  enemy,, 
Sgt.  Sampson  Horrocks  being  severely  wounded  by  shrapnel.     About  4  o  'clock 
on  orders   from   Company   commander  the  platoon  took  cover  in  dugouts,  remain- 
ing there  until  about  6:30  preparatory  to  attacking  enemy  positions  at  7  o'clock. 
At  7  o'clock  the  platoon  in  two  waves  formed  part  of  the  assaulting  line 
with  our  third  platoon  on  our  right  and  A  Company,  114th  Infantry  on  our 
left,  forming  under  covering  of  a  small  hill.     At  signal  from  Company  Com- 
mander, moved  out  and  up  the  RAVINBf  guiding  generally  on  the  third  pla- 
toon which  had  a  wooded  hill  to  take.     The  Automatic  Riflers  were  on  both 
flanks  giving  them  higher  ground  to  fire  from  and  assist  the  advance.     Our 
losses  were  comparatively  small  until  about  midway  up  the  RAVINE  where 
we  were  met  with  considerable  enemy  machine  gun  fire.     The  order  was  given 
to  take  cover  in  shell  holes  and  continue  the  advance  by  infiltration.     About 
this  time  2nd  Lieut.  R.  T.  Mitchell  was  killed  and  command  was  assumed  by 
Sergeant  J.   T.  Henry,  who  was  in  turn  wounded  severely.     Captain  Wm.  J. 
Reddon  placed  Sergeant  Thomas  Hynes  in  command  who  continued  the  advance 
until  the  head  of  the  RAVINE  was  reached.     At  this  time  the   losses  being 
very  heavy    and    Sergeant    Hynes    wounded,    the    advance    stopped.      Combat 
groups  were  organized  and  every  effort  made  to  drive  the  enemy  from  his  posi- 
tions.    The  first  platoon  endeavored  to  make  a  flanking  movement  on  cur  left, 
but  due  to  enemy  machine  gun  fire  and  shrapnel  was  unable  to  reach  enemy 
position.     It  then  reinforced  this  platoon  in  the  A  Co. 

The  enemy  fire  was  very  heavy  and  accurate  and  due  to  our  artillery  having 
apparently  little  effect  and  no  fire  from  our  one-pounders  or  Trench  Mortars 
it  was  impossible  to  advance  further  at  this  time,  and  the  battle  became  one 
between  enemy  machine  guns  and  our  Automatics  and  Riflemen.  Having  no 
V  B 's  we  were  unable  to  shell  the  enemy. 

This  position  was  reached  at  9  o'clock  but  the  company  on  our  left  did  not 
advance  as  rapidly  as  this  platoon.  About  25  yards  in  front  of  our  position 
was  heavy  barbed  wire  entanglements  that  had  not  been  disturbed  by  artillery 
fire.     This  entanglement  was  flanked  by  enemy  machine  guns. 

About  14  o'clock  a  friendly  plane  called  for  our  position,  which  was  given 
by  Corp.  Wyinko  for  this  platoon.  A  few  minutes  later  a  group  of  three 
enemy  planes  flew  along  the  line  firing  with  their  automatics  at  a  height  of 
about  200  yards.  This  was  followed  by  considerable  enemy  artillery  fire  which 
had  small  results. 

About  19  o'clock  the  order  was  received  to  assemble  at  Company  P.C. 
The  platoon   went  into   action   at    7   o  'clock   with   35   men   and   one   officer 
when  withdrawn  the  platoon  consisted  of  2  Corporals  and  6  Privates. 
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From  October  13th  to  October  17th  the  platoon  was  used  for  patrol  work 
by  battalion  commander. 

On  October  1 7  at  20:30  o'clock  left    COTE    DES    EOCHES    for    reserve 

TonVn,1eif!  0t  BRABANT  and  •*  'eserve  trenches  on  October  19th 
at  20 .30  o  clock  for  COTE  DES  EOCHES  whara  we  remained  until  October 

WM.  J.  REDDON, 
Captain,  114th  Infantry. 

****** 

Operations  Report,   Third  Platoon,   Co.  B,   114th   Infantry. 
On  October  11th  this  platoon,  as  part  of  Company  B,  114th  Infantry,  was 

v7?Zt^?,lE   DKS  R0CHES   and  at  ab0Ut   15   °,dock  ^ved  in   over 
BRABANT-SAMOGXEUX  road  turning  then  on  road  leading  to  HAUMONT 

and  remained  there  under  cover  until  dark.     At  about  19  o'clock  moved  along 
trail  and  over  hills  to  RAVINE  DE  CONSENVOYE. 

The  platoon  arrived  there  about  3:30  o'clock  October  12th  while  the 
enemy  was  shelling  us  heavily.  The  platoon  then  took  cover  in  dugouts  by 
orders  from  the  company  commander  and  remained  there  until  ordered  out 
about  6:30  o'clock  to  prepare  to  attack.  At  7  o  'clock  the  platoon  formed  as 
ordered  in  a  two  wave  skirmish  line  under  the  brow  of  the  hill  we  were  to  ad- 
vance over.  While  forming  the  assaulting  line  as  right  of  the  company.  At 
the  signal  from  the  commander,  the  platoon  advanced  up  the  hill  with  Com- 
pany E  on  our  right.  After  advancing  to  the  top  of  hill  the  Automatics  were 
ordered  to  the  flanks.  About  this  time  the  platoon,  commander,  Lieut.  C  H. 
Elems  was  wounded  severely  and  Sergt.  Trunten  Edwards  was  then  next  in 
command.  Heavy  shelling  by  the  enemy  with  sniper  and  machine  gun  fire 
was  continued  and  our  losses  were  heavy.  |)„c  to  the  enomv's  direct  hits  on 
top  of  the  hill. 

The  fourth  platoon  was  then  brought  forward  in  Command  of  Lieut.  G. 
Ileinzmann  to  strengthen  the  third.  The  order  u;,s  then  given  to  take  shelter 
in   shell   holes    and    continue    tie-   advance    bj    infiltration,    uhich    c:,i.sed    our    ad 

ranee  to  be  slow  for  snipers  wcr.-  canting  us  more  losses.  The  platoon  ad- 
vanced within  fifty  yards  of  the  enemy  wire  and  established  our  line  and  held 

same  withonf  any  support  from  our  artillery.  About.  18  o'clock  tin-  plntoon 
was  ordered  to  withdraw,  having  no  V.J*,  grenades  or  artillery  to  support  us. 
We  wen.  unable  to  advance  farther  for  the  enemy  entanglements  had  not 
been    disturbed    by   our   one  pounders    or  artillery. 

This  position  was  reached  about  \)  o'clock  but  the  company  on  our  right 
had  not  advanced  as  rapidly  as  did  this  platoon  for  liaison  was  lost.  About 
U    o'clock    friendly    plane    called    for    location,    which    was    giver,    by    Lieut.    C. 

Eeinzmann  for  the  platoon,    A  short  time  later  three  enemy  planei  flew  over 

our  lines  and  /irod  „pon  us  from  a  height  of  about  one  hundred  yards,  which 
was  then  followed  by  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy  and  causing  us 
heavy  losses. 

The  platoon   went   into  action  at   7  o'clock   Ortobrr   Ifth,   I!) IS,   with  .'!  J   men 
Bnd  one  officer.     The  platoon   when   withdrawn   had  one  officer,  one  sergeant,  one 

corporal  and  six  privates,  The  company  being  assembled,  the  platoons  were  con 

ftolidated   and    worked   as   <<ne  platoon  until  relieved  from  the  soetor    Oototof   SOth, 

From   October    13th  to   Octoticr    17th  the   balance  of  the  company   was   used 

for  patrol  duty  by  the  Battalion  Commander  and  on   October   Vffh   left   0OTB 
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DES  ROCHES  at  18  o  'clock  for  reserve  trenches  in  the  vicinity  of  BRABANT 
and  left  reserve  trenches  October  19th  at  20:30  o'clock  for  COTE  DES 
ROCHES  and  remained  there  until  October  24,  1918. 

WM.  J.  REDDON, 
Captain,  114th  Infantry. 

******* 

Report  of  Operations,  4th  Platoon,  Company  B,  114th  Infantry. 

On  Oct.  11th  this  platoon  as  part  of  Co.  B,  114th  Infantry  was  bivouaced 
in  COTE  DES  ROCHES  and  at  about  15  o'clock  moved  out  over  BRABANT- 
SAMOGNEUX  Road  turning  to  left  on  road  heading  to  HAUMONT,  remain- 
ing under  cover  until  dark.  At  about  19  o'clock,  moved  over  hills  by  trail 
to  RAVINE  DE  CONSENVOYE  arriving  there  about  3:30  o'clock,  12  October 
18,  during  considerable  shelling  by  the  enemy,  Private  William  Doody  being 
killed  by  shrapnel.  About  4  o  'clock  on  order  from  company  commander,  the 
platoon  took  cover  in  dugouts,  remaining  there  until  ordered  out  about  16:30, 
preparing  to  attack  enemy  positions  at  7  o'clock. 

At  7  o'clock  the  platoon  in  combat  groups  formed  part  of  the  support  line 
supporting  our  3rd  platoon  with  oifT  first  platoon  on  the  right  and  Co.  A, 
114th  Infantry  on  the  left.  The  third  platoon  suffering  heavy  casualties,  was 
replaced  by  the  4th  platoon,  both  platoons  being  under  command  of  Lt.  Heinz- 
Piann.  Being  under  cover  of  a  hill  the  platoon  suffered  comparatively  small 
losses  until  about  reaching  the  top,  when  we  were  met  by  heavy  artillery, 
heavy  machine  gun  and  snipe  fire.  During  this  fire  Sgt.  Wittenweiler  and 
several  other  men  were  killed  by  high  explosive  shells,  which  was  about  8:30. 
The  order  was  then  given  to  take  cover  in  shell  holes  and  advance  by  infil- 
tration. The  advance  from  then  on  was  about  150  yards,  advancing  very  slow. 
The  losses  at  this  time  were  very  heavy,  making  it  impossible  for  us  to  ad- 
vance any  farther.  We  then  established  our  line  about  50  yards  from  the 
enemy,  holding  it  until  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw.  The  enemy  artillery 
caused  such  heavy  losses  that  the  liaison  between  Co.  E,  114th  Infantry,  who 
was  on  our  right,  was  lost.  Having  no  V.B.  grenades  we  were  unable  to  shell 
the  enemy,  also  due  to  lack  of  artillery  support,  we  were  unable  to  advance 
any  further.  The  enemy's  barbed  wire,  not  being  disturbed  by  our  artillery, 
made  it  impossible  for  us  to  get  through.  This  entanglement  was  flanked  by 
enemy  machine  guns.  This  position  was  reached  about  9  o'clock  but  the  com- 
pany on  the  right  had  not  advanced  as  rapidly  as  this  platoon.  About  14 
o'clock  a  friendly  plane  called  for  front  line  location  which  was  given  by 
Lt.  Ileinzmann  for  this  platoon.  A  few  minutes  later  a  group  of  three  enemy 
planes  flew  along  the  line  firing  with  their  automatic  rifles  at  the  height  of 
about  100  yards.  This  was  followed  by  enemy  artillery  fire  which  caused  the 
I  da  toon  heavy  losses.  The  platoon  at  that  time  suffered  heavier  losses  than 
over,  and  was  left  with  but  very  few  men.  Seeing  that  the  platoon  could  no 
longer  hold  the  line  alone,  the  company  commander  ordered  Lt.  Heinzmann  to 
go  to  the  Battalion  P.O.  for  more  men  and  more  one-pounder  and  trench  mor- 
tar fire. 

The  platoon  went  into  action  at  1  o'clock  with  thirty-five  men  and  one  of- 
ficer. At  19  o'clock  when  withdrawn  the  platoon  had  one  sergeant  and  one 
officer  left.  The  company  being  assembled  all  platoons  were  consolidated  into 
one  and  worked  as  one  platoon  until  withdrawn  from  the  sector  on  Oct.  30, 
1918. 
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From  Oct.  13,  1918,  to  Oct.  17,  1918,  the  balance  of  the  company  was  used 
for  patrol  duty  by  the  battalion  commander. 

The  company  left  COTE  DES  ROCHES  Oct.  17  at  18  o'clock  for  the  re- 
serve trenches  in  the  vicinity  of  BRABANT  and  left  the  reserve  trenches  on 
Oct.  19  at  20:30  o'clock  for  COTE  DES  ROCHES  where  we  remained  until 
Oct.  24. 

GROVER  HEINZMANN, 

1st.  Lieut.,  114th  Inf. 


REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  C,  114TE  INFANTRY 

1.  In  compliance  with  Instructions  No.  12,  1st  Ind.  Hq.  29th  Div.  Ameri- 
can E.F.  dated  31  Oct.  18,  the  following  report  is  hereby  submitted 

2.  At  eighteen  o  'clock  24  Oct.  18  this  Co.  left  COTE  DES  ROCHES  with 
instructions  to  take  up  a  support  position,  relieving  a  Co.  of  the  113th  Inf. 
which  was  occupying  same.  No  definite  position  was  assigned  to  Co.  The  march 
Started  on  time  with  Co.  C  third  in  line  (1st  Bn.)  good  discipline  was  maintain- 
ed throughout  the  march.  After  proceeding  approximately  four  kilometers  the 
line  was  halted  for  some  time.  During  this  halt  some  slight  shelling  was  noticed 
and  considerable  fire  from  the  enemy's  machine  guns.  One  man  was  injured 
here  by  shrapnel  fire  and  two  others  scut  to  rear  with  him.  After  considerable 
delay  the  march  was  resumed,  the  line  leaving  road  and  entering  deep  wood, 
past  P.C.  of  the  support  Bn.  of  the  ^V^\\\  Inf.  to  a  shallow  trench  aboul  two 
kilometers  from  P.O.  just  mentioned  and  mar  the  P.C.  of  the  Bn.  on  the  line. 
Thus  far  the  troops  moved  without  difficulty.  Here  it  was  learned  that  there 
was  no  shelter  or  protection  for  the  entire  Bn.,  BO  Co.  0  was  ordered  to  return 
to   a  position    in    dugout    about    two    kilometers   back    near    P.O.    2nd    Bn.    113th 

Inf.    At  the  same  time  a  counter-attack  was  being  prepared  by  the  Boche  on 

our   left    against   the    101st    Inf.    and    during    our   att.mpt    to    return    we    were 

caught  in  a  heavy  barrage,  which  killed  and  wounded  several  men  and  officers 

of  the  Co.     This  caused  a  halt,  and    Maj.  Taylor  who   wan  Leading  the   I'.n.  gave 
orders   for  all  men    to  take  every  advantage  of  what    shelter  ami   protection    was 
available.      This   caused    considerable    scattering    of    th<-    Co.      The    barrage    <!< 
veloped   into  a  bombardment    which  continue. 1   throughout    the   night    and    during 

the  following  day. 

During  the  m,(,m'u)ir  Capt.   Doremui  reported  to  Maj.  Taylor,  and  every 

effort  was  made  to  assemble  the  Co.  in  one  large  dugout  near  I'.n.  J[<|.  The 
result  was  that  about  one  platoon  was  found,  as  the  area  was  still  under  shell 
fire,  and  strong  with  gas. 

At.  20  o'clock,  t$  ()rt.  18,  Co.  0,  with  Co.  K,  were  ordered  to  advance  to 
the  lines.  Co 's  were  assembled  and  matched  to  I'.n.  Hq,  where  some  delay  was 
experienced  in  getting  a  guide,  and  as  the  Boche  were  ihelling  the  hill  and 
valley  the  men  again  Mattered  for  shelter,  ami  Dp0H  arrival  on  1  he  line  it  was 
found  that,  Co.  0  had  but  a  few  men  who  were  assigned  to  Co.  K.  Capt. 
Dorernus  sent  a  message  to  the  1st  Hgt.  who  was  sick  at  departure  position,  to 
gather  all  stragglers  and  send  one  carrying  party  to  the  rear  for  rations  and 
the  balance  to  the  front.  About  one  platoon  was  assembled  and  sent,  forward 
ftO  the  rear  of  the  Bn.  of  111th  fnf.  that,  was  on  line,  but  Capt.  Dorernus  was 
not  there.  These  men  took  shelter  in  a.  dugout  and  trierl  to  locate  Capt,  Dor.- 
mus,  but   failed   and   remained   in   this   place   until    the   relief   was   made.      Capt. 
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Doremus  was  reported  wounded  in  action  on  27  Oct.  18  while  advancing  with 
the  101st  Inf.  on  our  left,  but  no  reliable  information  is  available  to  date. 

Relief  was  made  on  the  29th  Oct.  18,  leaving  one  combat  group  of  Co.  C, 
in  the  line.  The  Sgt.  in  charge  reported  to  the  CO.,  315th  Inf.  on  30  Oct.  18 
at  7:30  A.M.  and  was  relieved.  No  information  of  the  enemy  was  given;  no 
mission  was  assigned  to  Co. ;  no  limit  of  front  understood ;  no  position  of  Com- 
manding Officer  designated;  nor  any  organization  accomplished. 

No  men  returned  to  the  back  area  except  those  authorized  as  litter  bearers 
carrying  parties,  sick  and  wounded. 

No.  of  Officers  killed None 

No.  of  Officers   captured None 

No.  of  Officers    wounded 2 

No.  of  Men  killed 5 

No.  of  Men  captured None 

No.  of  Men   wounded 12 

No.  Officers  or  Men  missing  in  action None 

This  information  is  from  1st.  Sgt.,  Platoon  leaders  and  others  as  no  officers 
returned  from  the  operation,  and  my  assignment  as  Company  Commander  was 
dated  1  Nov.  18,  which  date  I  took  command  of  Co. 

ELLIS  J.  CABMAN, 

Capt.,  114th  Inf. 
Comdg.  Co.  C. 

#■#**## 

Operation  Report,  First  Platoon,  Co.  C,  114th  Infantry. 

Moppers  up  in  rear  of  Co.  A  this  Regiment  and  Co.  D,  were  on  our  right; 
66th  French  Infantry  on  our  left  during  the  attack  on  the  BOIS  D'ORMONT. 
After  reaching  the  woe  (led  section  word  was  received  by  liaison  to  send  rein- 
forcements forward  to  Co.  A.  A  platoon  consisting  of  4  squads  moved  for- 
ward to  join  Captain  Rohrback;  reorganized  combat  groups  and  established 
liaison  between  same.     This  position  was  held  until  relieved  17  October. 


#     *     #     *     * 


Operations   Report,  Second  Platoon,  Co.   C,  114th  Infantry. 

This  platoon,  in  charge  of  Sergt.  Froagham,  was  in  the  right  front  wave 
of  the  Co.  and  suffered  heavy  losses  from  enemy  artillery  fire  during  the  at- 
tack and  was  flanked  by  Boche  machine  gun  fire  in  the  woods;  losses  there 
were  very  heavy,  leaving  only  a  few  men;  after  removing  the  wounded  they 
joined  the  first  platoon  in  line  under  the  command  of  Sergt.  Starck.  All 
sergeants  of  the  second  platoon  were  wounded. 


##*»»* 


Operations   Report,    Third   Platoon,   Co.    C,   114th   Infantry. 

This  platoon  was  in  command  of  Lieut.  Schid  and  advanced  as  the  front 
wave  of  the  company  on  the  right.  Lieut.  Schid  was  seriously  injured  and 
Sergt.  Lawrence  took  command;  they  too  suffered  heavy  losses  from  the 
enemy  artillery  and  machine  gun  fire.  Sergt.  Lawrence  was  wounded  during 
the  attack  at  which  time  a  heavy  machine  gun  barrage  was  being  laid  at  that 
point,  and  after  removing  their  wounded  one  squad  available,  and  reported  to. 
(Unfinished). 


**»*#* 
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Operations  Report,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  C,  114th  Infantry. 

This  platoon  was  in  command  of  Lieut.  Giger;  their  position  was  in  the 
rear  of  the  company  on  the  right  and  suffered  very  heavy  losses  while  still  at 
the  departure  position,  from  the  enemy  artillery  and  37  mm.  fire.  During  the 
attack  this  platoon  suffered  many  heavy  casualties  including  Lt.  Giger;  second 
in  command,  Sgt.  Brown;  third  in  command,  Sgt.  O'Neill.  The  remaining 
men  continued  forward  making  an  effort  to  join  Company  A.  While  moving 
forward  they  were  flanked  by  enemy  machine  gun  fire,  which  was  silenced  by 
a  volley  fire,  and  finally  reached  a  position  direct  to  the  front.  This  position 
was  held  and  liaison  established  with  Company  A  on  the  left,  but  could  not 
establish  liaison  on  the  right  for  the  reason  that  no  one  could  be  found. 

Company  was  relieved  on  the  night  of  17  October  and  returned  to  COTE 
DES  ROCHES  arriving  there  at  5  A.M.  Company  reorganized  establishing 
one  full  platoon,  which  remained  there  until  17:00  o'clock  Oct.  18,  moved  up 
to  a  reserve  position  in  the  rear  of  58th  Brigade  P.C.  Stayed  in  this  position 
until  20  Oct.  18,  when  we  returned  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

On  the  24  Oct.  18,  at  18:00  o'clock  with  gas  masks  on  this  platoon,  under 
command  of  Capt.  Doremus,  was  guided  into  the  trenches  to  relieve  a  part  of 
the  third  Battalion  of  the  113th  Infantry;  there  placed  under  command  of 
Capt.  Rickert,  Co.  K,  114th  Infantry,  who  held  a  support  position  until  re- 
lieved by  the  315th  Inf.  on  the  night  2<)th  Oct.  18.  Capt.  Doremus  became  a 
casualty  being  severely   wounded  while  in  that  position. 

ELLIS  J.  CARMEN, 
Captain,  114th  Infantry. 

4  Nov.  18. 
BEPOBT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  J),  llfT/f  INFANTRY* 

L  This  command  left  COTE  DES  BOCHEfl  al   16:30  o'clock,  on  Oct.  is, 

and  marched   under  shell   fin-  to   BOI8   DE  WAKYILLK   with   no  cnsualt ies,   re 
Bering  Companies   A   and    B  of  the    113th    Infantry,   relief   was  completed   just 
before  daylight. 

2.  "While  in  the  line  there  was  the  usual  sniping  ami   machine  gun   firo  from 
the  enemy  and  on  Sunday  98  October,  IS,  the  26th   Division  which   was  situated 

on  our  right  made  an  attack  which  necessitated  the  withdrawal  of  pari  ol  this 

command  for  a  distance  Of  about   400  meters,  until  the  barrage  lifted   nt   which 
time  the    former   positions   were   resumed. 

3.  casualties   sustained   while  occupying   the   line   jrewj  4   men    wounded, 

(slightly)    and   one   man    missing. 

4.  This  command  was  relieved  by  815th   Infantry  on  night  of  gfl-flf)  October, 

10/8,  at  about  ?>-.V)  o'clock,  returning  to  COTE  DB8  ROCHES  without  fur- 
ther casualties. 

BAMUEL  KILPATBICK, 

Captain,    I  14th    Infantry, 

Commanding  Co.   I). 

♦     »     1     #     #     # 

Report    of   Operations,    Ht    Platoon,   Co.    It,    ll-ftU   Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  Oct.  II,  my  platoon  with  the  company  moved  to  our  posi- 
tion to  go  over  the  top,  attacking  BOI8  D'OBMONT  the  following  A.M. 
ftnrly  that  morning  we  were  shelled.     I  lost  two  men  wounded.    At  7  o'clock  we 


80  29TH  DIVISION 

started  over  the  top  ata  shortly  after  we  did  my  company  commander  saw  a 
gap  between  Co's  A  and  B.  I  then  received  orders  to  swing  into  that  gap.  We 
then  advanced  in  rushes  while  under  heavy  fire  from  artillery,  machine  guns  and 
snipers.  After  rushing  several  times  we  were  halted  about  60  meters  from 
woods.  An  unbroken  barrier  of  barb  wire  made  further  progress  impossible 
with  the  few  remaining  men.  At  dark  that  night  I  withdrew,  leaving  an  out- 
post, to  the  bank  and  out  of  sight.  Next  day  they  were  drawn  in.  From  that 
time  on  our  remaining  men  were  used  for  guard,  carrying  parties  and  litter 
bearers,  until  we  were  relieved.     My  casualties  are  as  follows: 

Killed 7 

Wounded 8 

Missing 1 

2nd  Platoon  was  on  my  left,  4th  platoon  in  support. 

CORNELIUS  REDYKE, 

Sgt.  1st  Platoon. 

> 
Reports  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  D,  114th  Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  Oct.  11  and  12  w^  moved  up  to  our  position  and  laid  under 
shell  fire  that  night  with  the  result  of  1  casualty.  We  advanced  over  the  top 
attacking  BOIS  D'ORMONT  at  7  A.M.  Oct.  12  with  B  Company  on  my  left 
and  the  first  platoon  on  my  right.  We  advanced  under  heavy  machine  gun 
fire  and  artillery  barrage  to  within  50  yards  of  enemy  lines  and  there  was 
stopped  by  machine  gun  fire.  I  then  found  that  the  left  of  my  platoon  was 
cither  killed  or  wounded.  I  received  an  order  from  my  company  commander 
to  do  away  with  machine  gun  nests  that  were  holding  us  up  and  found  it  im- 
possible to  do  with  the  number  of  men  I  had  left.  After  dark  I  received 
an  order  to  drop  back  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill  and  pick  up  my  wounded  with 
the  men  I  had  left.  After  arriving  at  the  bottom  of  the  hill  we  were  used  as 
patrols  and  carrying  parties.  My  casualties  were  six  killed  and  thirteen 
wounded. 

ARTHUR  REDYKE, 

Sgt.,  2nd  Platoon. 

While  trying  to  reach  machine  gun  nests  we  were  on  the  other  side  of 
enemy's  first  line  of  barb  wire. 

SAMUEL  KILPATRICK, 

Captain,  114th  Infantry. 

*#»♦*# 

Report   of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  D,  114th  Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  Oct.  ll-12th  our  company  moved  up  to  its  position  and 
laid  out  under  shell  fire  all  night  and  prepared  to  go  over  the  top  attacking 
BOIS  D'ORMONT  on  the  morning  of  the  12th.  The  platoon  was  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Wilder  who  was  killed.  We  were  ordered  to  mop  up  behind 
Co.  B.  At  7  A.M.  we  advanced  to  the  attack  but  were  met  by  a  very  heavy 
machine  gun  fire  and  artillery  barrage;  Lt.  Wilder  being  killed,  Sgt.  Van 
Weiren  took  command  of  the  platoon.  Sgt.  Van  Weiren  ordered  us  forward 
but  the  platoon  was  practically  wiped  out  by  machine  gun  fire.  Wle  advanced 
until  within  fifty  yards  of  the  woods  where  the  enemy  was  entrenched.  As 
darkness  fell  we  fell  back  with  Co.  B  and  reported  to  Major  Taylor  our  Bat- 
talion Commander,  who  used  us  for  patrols,  litter  bearers,  and  carrying  parties 
until  the  Battalion  was  relieved  on  the  night  of  the  17th.     Sgt.  Van  Weiren 
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is  now  at  school  and  I,  being  the  only  Sgt.  left  in  my  platoon,  made  out  this 
report.     We  suffered  the  following  casualties:     9  killed;   12  wounded. 

GEORGE  ATKINSON, 
Sgt.,  Co.  D,  114th  Infantry. 


JReport  of  Operations,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  D,  114th  Infantry. 

The  company  took  its  position  to  attack  BOIS  D'ORMONT  on  night  of 
Oct.  11th.  On  the  morning  of  Oct.  12th  the  company  moved  forward  to  the 
attack  in  face  of  heavy  machine  gun  and  artillery  fire.  The  company  was 
held  up  by  machine  gun  fire  and  the  4th  Platoon  which  was  the  reserve  of  the 
company  was  ordered  to  flank  the  machine  gun  nest.  Lieut.  Closby,  myself 
and  half  the  platoon  moved  off  to  the  right  flank  of  the  company  but  after 
having  gone  about  100  yards  were  forced  to  suspend  flanking  operation  due  to 
heavy  losses  and  exposure  to  machine  gun  lire  from  our  right.  We  remained 
in  this  position  until  night  and  then  withdrew  under  cover  of  darkness  and 
reported  back  to  battalion  headquarters.  From  then  on  we  acted  as  litter 
bearers  and   did  night  patroling. 

The  platoon  commander  having  since  been  assigned  to  Co.  M,  114th  In- 
fantry.    I,  myself,  have  made  out  this  operation  report. 

PETER  VANDER  WENDE, 

Sgt.  4th  Platoon,  Co.  D, 
114th    Infantry. 


Report  ox   Rkgznt   OPERATIONS,   2MB  Battalion,   114th  Int. 

1.  In  compliance  with  instruct  ions  No.  12,  Hq.  29th  Division,  81  Oct.  18, 
the  following  report  is  made: 

October  18  to  2ith.     (leaning  up. 

October  84th.     Battalion  marched  from  COTE   DKS   ROCHES  at   18:00 

o'clock    relieving   the   2nd    Battalion,    ll-'ith    Infantry    in    the   Suh   Sector   Grey, 
BOJS  J) 'ET  RAVES. 

October  2~>tji.     Companies  A   and    H   were  assigned   to   2nd    Battalion,    111th 

Infantry  and  went  on  the  line  relieving  companies  O  and  II  of  2nd  Battalion, 

1  J6th   Infantry. 

October  86th.     Extended  our  line  to   left    relieving  other  units  of   the    llflth 

Infantry. 

October  t7th<    The  ioist  [nfantry  made  advance  on  our  right, 

Odobcr  28th.      Extended   line   to  left    in   order  to   relieve   remaining   unitH  of 

llf,th  [nfantry. 

October  2')th.  Relieved  by  315th  Infantry  and  filtered  in  COTE  DES 
ROCHES. 

October  80th.    Marched  to  BELLEVILLE. 

October  81ft.    ESmtraeaed  al   vTSRDUN  arriving  .-.t   LAIMONT  same  day. 

2.  Daring  the  above  days  the  Battalion  suffered  ;»  few  earaaltiee  from 
machine  gnu  fire,  artillery  fire  and  gae. 

:;.  On  the  line  at  various  times  enemy  patroll  threw  grenades  upon  our 
line  hut  our   troops   retaliated    with  ^renndes  and    punip  gUM  easily   driving   the 

enemy  off. 

4.    At    ;ill    times    while    this    battalion    held    this    position    the    t  roups    on    the 
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line  and  those  on  the  line  of  communication  were  subjected  to  heavy  enemy 
artillery  fire. 

EDW.  B.  STONE, 

Major,  114th  Infantry. 

****** 

4  November,  1918. 
RE  POET  ON  BECENT  OPE  EAT  IONS,  CO.  E,  114TH  INFANT  BY. 

1.  This  company  relieved  Co.  B,  of  the  113th  Infantry  on  the  nights  of 
25  and  26  Oct.  18  in  the  BOIS  DE  WARVILLE.  The  orders  were  to  hold  the 
line.  The  relief  was  completed  3:00  A.M.,  26  Oct.  18.  Everything  was  fairly 
quiet  during  the  day  of  the  26th,  excepting  a  little  machine  gun  fire  and  snip- 
ing which  caused  three  casualties  in  our  company.  The  men  were  sent  to  the 
hospital. 

The  morning  of  the  27th  we  received  orders  to  withdraw  several  hundred 
yards  as  the  2Gth  Div.  on  our  right  was  going  to  make  a  drive  at  11:00  A.M. 
so  we  withdrew  and  followed  the  barrage  until  we  were  in  our  former  position. 
We  located  a  German  machine  gun  nest  400  yards  to  our  right  and  by  sniping 
killed  two  Germans  which  were  standing  by  some  trees  nearby.  In  the  after- 
noon the  Germans  counter-attacked  ^i  our  right  but  without  success.  Our 
part  of  the  line  was  not  attacked.  Two  more  men  were  wounded  this  day  by 
shrapnel  while  going  for  water  and  were  safely  taken  to  the  hospital.  The 
28th  .and  29th  passed  quietly  except  in  the  evenings,  as  well  as  the  26th.  and 
27th  from  about  5:00  P.M.  to  8:00  P.M.,  the  Germans  shot  up  flares  and 
opened  up  with  machine  guns  and  one  pounders  for  fear  that  we  might  at- 
tack. During  the  later  hours  of  the  nights  they  kept  the  lines  lit  up  with 
flares  with  very  little  firing.  The  night  of  the  29th  and  30th  we  were  relieved 
by  the  79th  Division,  relief  completed  by  2:30  A.M.  SO  Oct.  and  the  company 
was  marched  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES  without  any  more  casualties.  Reached 
COTE  DES  ROCHES  at  6:00  A.M.  SO  Oct.  18. 

ALEXANDER  F.  RUCH, 

Captain,  114th  Infantry, 

Comdg.  Co.  E. 

****** 

Ecport  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon  of  Company  E,  114th  Infantry  During  Ac- 
tion of  12  October,  1918,  and  Days  Following. 

Went  in  attack  battle  BOIS  D'ORMONT,  12  October,  1918  at  7:00  A.M., 
following  ten  minutes'  barrage.  Were  fired  upon  by  German  machine  guns 
while  advancing.  Advanced  twenty  yards  beyond  railroad  track;  found  fifty 
boxes  German  hand  grenades  by  railroad  track  but  these  were  taken  away  by 
French  soldiers.  Captured  two  machine  guns.  Held  ground  gained  using 
shell  holes  for  cover  and  repulsed  two  counter-attacks  by  use  of  German  hand 
grenades.  First  night  one  machine  gun  on  right  and  one  on  left  increased  on 
second  night  to  three  on  left  and  two  on  right.  At  darkness  of  first  night 
French  soldiers  dug  trenches  and  established  themselves  twenty  yards  to  our 
right.  German  airplane  fired  on  us  12  Oct.  at  9:00  A.M.  Relieved  18  October, 
1918  at  9:30  P.M.  by  102nd  Infantry. 

ALEXANDER  F.  RUCH, 

Captain,  114th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  E. 
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Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  of  Co.  E,  114th  Infantrtf  During  Action 

of  12  October,  1918,  and  Days  Following. 

Following  a  ten  minutes'  barrage,  went  into  attack  battle  BOIS  D'OR- 
MOXT  12  Oct.  18  at  7:00  A.M.  under  heavy  artillery  and  machine  gun  fire. 
Continued  advance  but  became  disorganized  on  account  of  heavy  artillery  and 
machine  gun  fire.  Held  ground  gained.  After  the  attack  line  was  reestab- 
lished in  chain  of  shell  holes.  The  following  three  days  were  rainv  and  quite 
uncomfortable,  conditions  prevailed  for  the  rest  of  the  period.  Relieved  18 
October,  1918  at  9:00  P.M.  by  platoon  of  the  102nd  Infantry.  2nd  Lt.  Ed- 
mund Sweeney  was  in  command  of  platoon  and  was  wounded  after  capturing 
three  machine  gun  nests. 

ALEXANDER  F.  RUCH, 

Captain,  114th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  E. 

**♦**# 

Report  of  Operations  of  3rd  Platoon,  of  Co.  E,  11 4th  Infantry  During  Action 

of  12  October,  1918,  and  Days  Following. 

Following  a  ten  minutes'  barrage,  went  into  attack  battle  BOIS  D'OR- 
MOXT  12  October,  1918  at  7:00  A.M.  under  heavy  artillery  fire  and  machine 
gun  fire,  suffering  six  casualties.  Continued  advance  encountering  a  battery 
of  two  guns  including  ammunition  which  came  into  our  possession.  Platoon 
became  disorganized  on  account  of  heavy  artillery  fire,  but  advanced  steadily, 
receiving  heavy  casualties.  Platoon  advanced  about  2  kilometers  holding 
ground  gained.  Counter-attack  repulsed  in  evening  of  1J  October,  IS.  German 
airplanes  were  continually  flying  overhead  and  dropping  Hares  which  would  be 
followed  by  an  artillery  fire.     Relieved  18  October,  1918  at  9:00  P.M. 

ALKXANDER   F.  BUCH, 

Captain,    lUth   Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.    K. 

Report  of  Operations  Of   tth    Platoon   of  Co.   W,    114th   In  fan  fry   During   Action 

Of   12  October,    WIS,  and   Days    Fnlh,,r,,,g. 

Following  a   ten   minutes'   barrage,   went    in   support   of  2nd    platoon   of   this 

company  in  battle  BOI6  D'ORMont  t&  October,  r.ns,  at  7:00  a.m.    Twelve 

men  wounncd  bv  German  gnu  on  left  Hank  before  going  over  the  top.  Lost 
severely  by   Wounded   in   the  advance,   very   few    were   killed.    Continued    the   .*•<! 

ranee  across  (he  railroad  track  and  joined  the  Beeond  Platoon,  this  company,  to 
strengthen  the  attacking  line.  After  the  objective  vnu  reached  the  line  was 
organized  in  shell  holes  and  ground  held  during  the  real  of  the  occupation  of 

the  front    lines. 

1st  Lieilt.  Townsend,  in  command  of  tth  Platoon,  also  the  Platoon  Scrgcnnt 
were  wounded  before  the  objective  wa«  reached  and  Were  sent  back  to  the 
bogpital.  Was  relieved  tS  October,  19 IS  u\  0:00  P.M.  by  a  platoon  of  the 
102nd    Infantry. 

ALEXANDEB   r.  BUCH, 

Captain,    1  I  fth    Infantry, 

Comdg,  Co.  ED. 
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4  November,  1918* 
OPE  EAT  IONS  BE  PORT,  CO.  F,  114TH  INFANTRY. 

Twk  over  command  of  Co.  F,  18th  Oct.,  18,  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

Oct.  19th  and  20th  spent  in  cleaning  up  equipment  and  reorganizing. 

Oct.  20th-24th.     Re-equipping  and  cleaning  equipment. 

Oct.  24th.    Relieved  Co.  C,  113th  Infantry  on  the  line  BOIS  D'ETRAYES, 
coordinates  26.9—82.3;  26.7—82.3. 

Oct.  25th.  Organized  our  positions  and  improved  our  G.  C's  by  digging-in 
and  camouflaging  same. 

Oct.  26th.  Extended  line  to  left  75  m.  to  relieve  organizations  of  116th 
Infantry. 

Oct.  27th>    Improved  new  position. 

Oct.  28th.  Extended  line  to  left  in  order  to  relieve  remaining  organiza- 
tions of  the  116th  Infantry. 

Oct.  29th.  We  were  relieved  by  Co.  F,  315th  Infantry  and  filtered  back 
to  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

Oct.  30th.    Clothing  and  equipping  of  men  and  marched  to  BELLEVILLE. 

Oct.  31st:    Embussed  at  VERDUN  and  arrived  at  LAIMONT  same  day. 

ABRAHAM  KIMELMAN, 

1st  Lt.,  114th  Infantry. 

****** 

26  Nov.,  1918. 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  PLATOONS  OF  CO.  F,  114TB.  INFANTRY. 

I  was  assigned  to  command  Co.  "F,M  114th  Infantry,  1  Nov.,  18.  There 
is  no  officer  present  with  company  in  any  way  familiar  with  operations  12  Oct. 
18  to  31  Oct.  18.     From  investigation  the  following  report  is  made. 

1st  Platoon— Was  on  right  of  line  making  attack  in  BOIS  D'ORMONT 
7  A.M.  12  Oct.  18.  Penetrated  as  far  as  enemy's  trenches,  but  was  compelled 
to  fall  back  by  reason  of  failure  on  part  of  French  troops  on  Battalion's  right 
to  aflvance,  thus  exposing  our  right  flank  to  counter  attack.  Organized  shell 
holes  and  held  until  relieved  night  17-18  Oct.  18. 

2nd  Platoon — Gassed  and  totally  eliminated  from  company  Sept.  17,  1918, 
in  ALSACE. 

3rd  Platoon — Was  supporting  first  wave  consisting  of  1st  and  4th  platoons 
and  on  retreat  was  merged  into  line  organized  as  above  stated. 

-///*  Platoon — Was  left  of  first  wave  in  attack  and  was  in  a  similar  posi- 
tion with  1st  Platoon.  All  remaining  platoons  of  company  were  merged  and 
formed  only  one  skeleton  platoon  when  relieved,  the  company  losing  in  this 
action,  killed  9  men,  one  officer;  wounded  38  men,  2  officers;  missing  16  men. 
This  remaining  platoon  being  under  command  of  Sergeant  George  R.  Mangan, 
now  at  O.C.C.,  who  made  written  report  on  operation  21  Oct.  1918. 

The  company  reduced  as  above  to  one  platoon,  under  1st  Lt.  Kimelman, 
relic\ed  Co.  F,  113th  Infantry,  night  of  24-25  Oct.  18  and  held  the  front 
line  to  northeast  of  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE  until  relieved  by  the  315th 
Infantry  night  of  29-30  Oct.  1918.  Losses,  3  men  wounded.  See  report  made  by 
1st  Lt.  Kimeimann,  now  at  Army  Specialists'  School,  about  4th  Nov  ember, 19 18. 

EDWARD  WEST, 
Captain,  114th  Infantry, 
Commanding  Co.  F. 
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4  Nov.,  1918. 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  G,  114TH  INFANTRY. 

1.  In  compliance  with  instructions  No.  12,  Hqrs.  29th  Div.  31  Oct.  18  the 
following  report  is  submitted: 

October  24,  18,  Co.  G,  with  the  Second  Bn.  114th  Infantry,  proceeded  from 
COTE  DES  ROCHES  to  the  relief  of  units  of  the  113th  Infantry.  Relief 
was  made  without  mishap.  The  enemy  was  constantly  busy  with  patrols  and 
sniping,  all  of  which  was  hotly  responded  to  by  members  of  this  company. 
Several  close  brushes  ensued  but  our  men  were  better  than  the  Boche  and  drove 
off  their  patrols  inflicting  damage.  Scouts  from  G  Co.  with  "Pump"  guns 
patrolled  lines  in  front  to  locate  an  enemy  machine  gun  position.  They  came 
upon  a  group  evidently  having  broken  up  the  operation  putting  three  out  of 
action  completely. 

Relieved  by  Co.  C,  315th  Infantry  at  3:55,  30  Oct.  18,  returned  to  COTE 
DES  ROCHES  without  mishap. 

THOMAS  J.  B.  LANG, 

1st  Lt,  114th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  G. 

Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon  Co.  G,  WAth  Infantry,  Oct.  12th,  1918  and 

Days  Following. 

This  platoon  was  a  part  of  the  first  wave  of  G  Company,  while  company 
was  in  support  wave  of  the  2nd  Bn.  114th  Infantry  in  its  attack  Oct.  12th.  18 
near  BOIS  D'OBMONT.  As  the  company  advanced  the  different  platoons 
became  intermingled  with  each  other.  When  the  company  was  halted  to  form 
a  line  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  battalion,  members  of  this  platoon  who 
were  not  casualties  took  their  place  in  the  line  where  they  remained  until  the 
battalion  was  relieved. 

ROLAND  B.  BOYNTOX, 

1st    Lieut.,    Inf.,    r.S.  \. 


Report   of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.    ('.,    111th   Infantry   Oct.    12th,    IS  and 

Days   Fallowing. 

This  platoon  was  a  part  of  the  first  wave  of  a  Company,  while  company 
was  in  the  rapport  of  the  2nd  Battalion  iiith  infantry  in  its  attack  Oct.  12th, 
llneai  B0I8  D'OBMONT.    Ai  the  company  advanced  the  different  platoons 

became  intermingled  with  each  other.  When  tin-  company  was  halted  to  form 
a  line  to  pTOteet  the  right  flank  of  the  battalion  members  of  this  platoon,  who 
were  not   casualties,  took  their   place  in   the   line   where  they   remained   until   the 

battalion  was  relieved. 

ROLAND  B.  BOYNTON, 

1st  Lieut.,  inf.,  r.s. a. 

"Report  of  Operations,  Srd  Platoon,  Co.  0,  Hi  infantry,  Oct.  12,  is  and  Days 

Foil  mi  in  a. 

This  platoon  was  a  part  of  the  second  wave  of  (t  Company  wh?le  company 
was  in  the  support  wave  of  the  2nd  Tin.,  1  1  Jth  fnfantry,  in  its  attack,  Oct. 
12th,  IS  near  BOIS  D'OBMONT.  As  the  company  advanced  the  different 
platoons  became  intermingled  with  each  other.     When   the  company  was  halted 


So  29TH  DIVISION 

to  form  a  line  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  battalion,  members  of  this 
platoon  who  were  not  casualties  took  their  position  in  line  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  battalion  was  relieved. 

EOLAND  E.  BOYNTON, 

1st  Lieut.,  Inf.,  U.S.A. 

Report  of  Operations  4th  Platoon,  Co.  G,  114th  Infantry,  Oct.  12th,  18  and 

Bays  Following. 

This  platoon  was  a  part  of  the  second  wave  of  G  Company  while  company 
was  in  the  support  wave  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  114th  Infantry  in  its  attack,  Oct.  12, 
18  near  BOIS  D  'ORMONT.  As  the  company  advanced  the  different  platoons 
became  intermingled  with  each  other.  When  the  company  was  halted  to  form 
a  line  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  battalion,  members  of  this  platoon,  who 
were  not  casualties  took  their  places  in  the  line  where  they  remained  until 
the  battalion  was  relieved. 

ROLAND  E.  BOYNTON, 

1st  Lieut.,  Inf.,  U.S.A. 
#**♦♦* 
< 

3  November,  1918. 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  H,  114TH  INFANTRY. 

1.  On  24  Oct.  18,  this  company  relieved  Co.  A,  113th  Infantry  at  sub-sector 
ETRAYES. 

25  Oct.  18.  The  enemy  threw  rifle  grenades  into  our  lines  slightly  wound- 
ing one  man.     Intermittent  rifle  fire  and  sniping  during  day. 

26  Oct.  18.  Intermittent  rifle  fire  and  sniping  during  day.  Artillery  and 
one  pounders  firing  all  day.     Enemy  threw  rifle  grenades  into  our  lines. 

27  Oct.  18.  The  26th  Division  advanced  on  our  right.  Small  barrage  laid 
down  in  front  of  our  lines  which  fell  short  in  several  places.  Sniping  and 
artillery  firing  throughout  the  day. 

28  Oct.  18.  One  pounder,  rifle  and  artillery  fire  during  day.  Enemy  threw 
grenades  into  our  lines.     Two  enemy  planes  surveyed  our  lines  about  9  A.M. 

29  Oct.  18.  One  pounder,  rifle  and  artillery  fire  and  sniping  during  day. 
In  evening  enemy  threw  hand  and  rifle  grenades  into  our  lines. 

Relieved  by  Co.  F,  315th  Infantry  at  2  A.M.  SO  Oct.  18. 

ALFRED  R.  SMITH, 

Capt.,  114th  Infantry. 

I! cport   of  Operations,   1st   Platoon,   Co.   H,   114th   Infantry,   12   Oct. 

18,  17  Oct.  18. 

This  platoon  under  command  of  Sergt.  George  Kears,  acted  as  support  for 
the  3rd  platoon,  Co.  H,  114th  Infantry,  during  the  attack  which  opened  at  7 
A.M.  12  Oct.  18  at  BOIS  D 'ORMONT,  FRANCE.  After  the  objective  of  the 
assaulting  platoons  had  been  reached  this  platoon  established  a  line  of  de- 
fense, with  the  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  H,  on  its  right  and  a  company  of  the  1st 
Bn.,  114th  Infantry  on  its  left.  No  liaison  was  established  on  the  left.  The 
platoon  consolidated  with  the  3rd  Platoon  and  held  the  line  until  relieved  by 
the  26th  Division  on  the  night  17-18  Oct.  18. 

A.  R.  SMITH, 
Captain,  114th  Infantry. 
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Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  H,  114th  Infantry,  12  October 

18,  17  Oct.  18. 

This  platoon  under  command  of  2nd  Lieut.  Edward  K.  Sprales,  acted  as 
support  for  the  4th  platoon,  Co.  H,  114th  Infantry,  during  the  attack  which 
opened  at  7  A.M.  12  Oct.  18  at  BOIS  D  'ORMONT,  FRANCE.  After  the  ob- 
jective of  the  assaulting  platoons  had  been  reached  this  platoon  consolidated 
with  the  4th  Platoon,  Co.  H,  and  established  a  line  of  defense  with  the  1st  & 
3rd  platoons,  Co.  H  on  its  left  and  the  French  troops  on  its  right.  It  par- 
ticipated in  the  attack  on  an  enemy  trench  and  inflicted  considerable  loss  to 
the  enemy.  In  this  engagement  it  had  gotten  considerably  ahead  of  the  estab- 
lished line  and  was  compelled  to  retire  about  200  meters  to  the  main  body,  at 
which  place  it  held  its  sector  until  relieved  by  the  26th  Division  during  the 
night  of  17-18  October,  18. 

A.  R.  SMITH, 
Captain,  114th  Infantry. 

Report   of   Operations,  3rd  Platoon,   Co.  E,   114th   Infantry,  12  Oct. 

18-17  Oct.  18. 

This  platoon  under  command  of  2nd  Lt.  Tilmcr  A.  Running,  formed  a  part 
of  the  1st  assaulting  wave  of  Co.  H,  114th  Infantry  and  followed  up  the  at- 
tack made  by  companies  E  and  F,  114th  Infantry  at  7  A.M.,  12  Oct.  18  at 
BOIS  D'ORMOXT,  FRANCE.  Through  still  resistance  of  machine  guns  and 
artillery  we  advanced  about  500  meters.  Lt.  Running  was  killed  and  Sergt. 
Oscar  L.  Morev  assumed  command.  After  objective  had  been  reached  the 
platoon  was  consolidated  with  1st  platoon  and  held  lines  until  relieved  by  the 
26th   Division  on  the  night  of   /,-/#  Oct.   18. 

A.   R.  SMITH, 
Captain,    114th    Infantry. 

Report  of  Operations,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  If,  114th  Infantry,  it  Oct. 

1718  Oct.  18. 

This   platoon    under  command   of    1st    I,f.   George   L.    Apgftl    formed   pari    of 

the  first  assaulting  wave  of  Company  if  and  followed  up  the  attack  made  by 

Companies    E   and    P,    114th    Infantry   at    7    A.M.,    12  Oct.    IS   at    HOIS    DOR 
MOXT,    FRANCE.      Through    severe   resistance  of  machine   gum   and    artillery 
fire  it  advanced   about   500   meters  and   Came   in   contaet    with   a   detarlmient    of 
Germans   and   fl    trench    hut    were   forced    to   retire,  after   inflicting   heavy    losses 

to  the  enemy,  to  the  established  line.    Lt.  Apgar  was  wounded  and  believed  to 
be  captured  En  this  engagement*     Bergt.  Carl   Becker  assumed  command  and 

he  too  is  believed   to  have  been   captured   later.      The  platoon   held   the   line   until 
relieved    by   the   20tl    Division   on   the    oighl   of    I,    IS   Oct.    IS. 

A.    R.  SMITH, 
Captain,    1  1  tth    Infantry. 

QFEBAVKXirS  Rkj*oi;t,  8RD  Battalion,   111th   Infantkv. 

17-24  Oct.      This  battalion   was   resting  at   COTE    DEB   BOOEBS. 

24  Oct.  At  17:80  O'clOCfc  the  Battalion  marched  tO  a  reserve  position  at 
RAVINE  [)]•:  BOU88IEBE& 

20  Oct.  Co.  K,  with  battalion  scouts,  to  the  1st  Battalion  in  support  at 
RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLK. 
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27  Oct.  At  7:30  o'clock  Cos.  I,  L,  M  were  marched  to  new  reserve  posi- 
tion at  EAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE,  Co.  I  being  attached  to  the  1st  Batta- 
lion, immediately  on  its  arrival  establishing  liaison  with  the  101st  Infantry. 

28  Oct.  At  1:00  o'clock  Co.  M  was  attached  to  the  1st  Battalion  taking 
over  sector  in  the  line  held  by  the  elements  of  the  116th  Infantry.  Co.  L  was 
used  as  a  salvaging  unit. 

29  Oct.  The  entire  Battalion  was  relieved  and  marched  to  the  rest  area 
at  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

30  Oct.  The  Battalion  marched  to  the  CITADEL,  at  VERDUN  and  spent 
the  night  in  billets. 

GEORGE  L.  SELBY, 

Major,  U.S.A. 


REPORT  OF  RECENT  OPERATIONS,  CO.  I,  114TH  INFANTRY. 

1.  Co.  I,  114th  Infantry,  began  its  operations  by  taking  up  a  reserve  posi- 
tion near  HAUMONT  at  11:00  P.M.,  11  Oct.  18.  Two  squads  were  wiped  out 
here  by  enemy  artillery  fire,  a  contributory  factor  in  this  being  the  gross  care- 
lessness of  the  men  in  smoking  cigarettes  in  the  open. 

2.  At  11:00  A.M.,  12  Oct.  18,  what  was  left  of  the  company  was  sent  to 
support  and  reinforce  the  second  battalion.  One  platoon  previously  had  been 
sent  up  with  all  bandoliers  of  ammunition  on  hand  in  the  company.  Other 
details  had  been  drawn  for  carrying  rations  and  litters.  The  company  was 
divided  between  the  front  and  support  lines  under  active  command  of  Major 
(then  ('apt.)  George  L.  Selby.  The  company  suffered  heavily  in  proceeding 
to  the  assistance  of  the  second  battalion,  one  officer  and  seven  enlisted  men 
being  killed,  and  3  officers  and  120  enlisted  men  being  wounded  or  gassed. 
The  company  was  relieved  at  about  8:00  P.M.,  17  Oct.  1.8. 

3.  After  a  week's  rest  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES,  the  company  on  24  Octo- 
hn  18  occupied  a  reserve  position  at  RAVINE  DE  BOUSSIERES,  which  it 
held  until  the  morning  of  27  October  18,  when  it  made  an  audacious  and  suc- 
cessful daylight  march  to  BOIS  D'ETRAYES,  where  it  supported  Co.  K, 
114th  Infantry,  in  an  attack  which,  however,  involved  chiefly  the  101st  In- 
fantry on  the  right.  Despite  our  own  artillery  falling  short,  and  enemy 
.'i viators  and  artillery  showing  extreme  activity,  there  were  no  casualties  in 
Co.  I.  After  the  advance  Co.  I  occupied  the  front  and  support  parallels  on 
tlie  right  of  Co.  K,  effecting  tactical  liaison  with  the  101st  Infantry  on  the 
right.     Relieved  by  Co.  D,  315th  Infantry,  at  2:00  A.M.,  30  Oct.  18. 

MURRAY  E.  CRAHNT, 

1st.  Lt.,  114th  Infantry. 

****** 

Report  Of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  I,  114th  Infantry. 

I  Company  waa  in  reserve  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  when  they  went  over  the  top. 
It  was  9  A.M.,  on  the  12th  of  October  and  the  first  platoon  of  I  Company 
went  up  to  reinforce  II  Company.  Due  to  the  failure  of  the  French  regiment 
on  our  right  to  advance,  we  had  to  fall  back  and  make  a  line  on  them.  We 
held  the  line  until  we  were  relieved  by  some  regiment  of  the  26th  Division. 

HERBERT  A.  CONRAD, 
Corpl.,  Co.   I,  114th  U.S.    Inf. 
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Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  I,  114th  Infantry. 

Went  into  reserve  on  October  11th.  Laid  in  same  under  heavy  shell  fire, 
which  our  enemy  mixed  between  shrapnel  and  gas  shells,  until  we  were  called 
to  reinforce  the  second  battalion  which  was  then  in  assault  which  caused  us 
to  advance  through  a  heavy  barrage  reaching  the  2nd  Battalion  P.C.  on  side 
of  hill  in  safety  and  laid  there  until  that  afternoon  when  we  were  called  to 
reinforce  our  First  Platoon  which  had  already  become  part  of  the  assaulting 
troops  when  Lieut.  Lyons  was  called  to  bring  his  Platoon  up  to  fill  a  gap  on 
the  first  platoon's  right  flank,  which  was  being  swept  with  heavy  machine  gun 
fire. 

We  were  unable  to  hold  the  line  that  had  been  established  and  was  forced 
to  fall  back  about  150  meters  where  we  established  a  second  line  of  resistance 
which  held  for  about  three  days  and  then  advanced  to  the  first  line  which  was 
held  by  the  second  battalion  and  held  that  line  until  we  were  relieved  on  or 
about  the  17th  day  of  October  by  the  104th  Infantry  of  the  26th  Division  and 
then  were  turned  to  the  reserve  area. 

SGT.   EDWARD   LAWRENCE, 
8GT.  CLAEENCE   HILL. 

****** 

Eeport  of  Operations,  Srd  Platoon,  Co,  I,  114th  Infantry. 

On  Oct.  12th  about  nine  O'clock  we  took  a  reserve  position  with  the  3rd 
Battalion.  About  10:30  the  3rd  platoon  weni  in  support  of  the  second  pla- 
toon and  were  unable  to  ^et  on  the  line  with  the  BOCOnd  and  had  to  make  a 
line  of  our  own.  We  lost  about  1  \  men  the  first  day.  We  were  holding  thifi 
line  for  three  days  and  then  took  up  a  position  with  G  (Vmpanv  and  stayed 
there  for  2  days  and  three;  night**  and  was  relieved  by  some  part  of  tin-  26th 
Division. 

COBP.  .John  BABOL. 
"Report  of  Operations,  4th  Platoon,  Co,  /.  114th  Infantry, 

Went   into  the  support    line  Ortohrr   IHh  about    2    P.M.   and   laid   there   until 

about  0  P.M.  October  12th;  we  u.tc  then  called  to  support  the  second  i>.*it 
taiion,  which  mu  making  an  advance,  to  reach  the  above;  we  were  called  upon 
to  advance  through  a  y<-ry  heavy  barrage  i"  which  our  losses  were  very  heavy. 
Upon  reaching  our  objective  we  had  abonl  80  men  in  the  platoon  after  we 
reached  2nd  Battalion  P£J.  We  laid  hero  in  reserve  until  about  i.>th  Ortnhn- 
when  we  advanced  to  the  first  lino  and  held  same  until  relieved  by  the  loith 

Infantry  Oi  the  20th   Division. 

SOT.  WELSH. 

BEPOST  OF   RECENT   OPE  BAT  ION 8,   CO.    K,    114TH    INFANTRY. 

i.  The  night  of  the  §4ih  Oct,  t8,  this  company  with  3d  Bn,  moved  Into  its 
position   in   the    BAVINE    DE   BU88EEBE9  vie    BBABANT-SAMOGNBUX 
Roads,  thence  at  a  point  25.4—76.0  to  the  lofl  on  the  road  leading  to  OB 
MONT   iwkm  and   knto  position   in  the  above  RAVINE   DE   BXJSSIERES. 
Some  firing  of  gai  ir.E.  by  Boche  but  raftered  no  losses. 

2.  At  10:30  o'clock  2f>th  Oct.  18,  this  company  with  ScOttl  Section  of  .'id 
J'n.  was  ordered  to  prepare  to  move.  At  I7:'i0  o'clock,  mission  unknown  at 
this  hour.      Promptly  at.   the  above   hour  Oapt,   Gruthree,    B.O.O.   appeared    and 
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march  was  begun  at  once  to  Major  Taylor's  P.C.  in  BOIS  D 'MOLLEVILLE, 
where  he  commanded  the  Regimental  Support  Unit.  Up  to  this  time  this 
company  was  part  of  Regimental  Reserve  in  BOIS  D'ETRAYES  sector.  At 
this  point  Capt.  Guthree  took  command  of  support  and  this  company  and 
scouts  were  embodied  as  part  of  this  organization,  and  we  immediately  moved 
to  the  reserve  slope  of  RAVINE  D'MOLLEVILLE  and  sheltered  troops  the 
best  way  possible  for  the  night.  This  trip  was  made  under  very  heavy  shell 
fire  and  cost  me  two  soldiers. 

3.  On  26th  Oct.  18  about  4:30  o'clock  I  was  summoned  to  Bn.  P.C.  and 
told  that  my  company  would  take  over  about  500  meters  of  front  on  the 
extreme  left  of  the  101st  Infantry  sector,  with  my  right  resting  about  300 
meters  to  rear  of  left  of  BELLEU  WOODS  and  my  left  connecting  with  Co. 
E  the  extreme  right  Company  of  sector  held  by  our  regiment. 

4.  At  daylight  my  company  with  what  was  left  of  Co.  C  was  ready  to 
move.  At  9  o'clock  same  morning,  Capt.  Guthree,  Capt.  Doremus  and  myself 
made  short  reconnaissance  of  sector  to  be  taken  over  and  we  immediately  de- 
cided that  we  could  make  relief  in  daylight,  by  careful  infiltration. 

5.  At  14  o  'clock  my  headquarters  and  myself  moved  out  and  into  position 
followed  by  small  detachments  at  10  minute  intervals.  Relief  was  completed 
about  17:30  o'clock  without  loss  or  drawing  any  more  than  usual  fire. 

The  101st  Infantry  held  this  position  with  245  men,  but  this,  for  us,  was 
impossible  as  we  had  but  92  men.  The  line  was  held  thinly  but  tactically  well 
covered. 

The  night  passed  with  but  one  casualty  and  much  M.G.  fire  and  Mortar 
fire  which  was  accepted  by  our  men  cooly  and  without  return  fire  as  we  could 
detect  no  targets. 

6.  At  5:30  o'clock  27  Oct.  18,  we  received  an  order  from  101st  Infantry 
to  retire  about  400  meters  so  artillery  could  lay  down  her  barrage  for  an  at- 
tack on  BELLEU  WOODS.  This  was  immediately  carried  out  and  during 
the  progress  orders  were  received  from  CO.  1st  Bn.  our  Regiment  for  our 
Companies  to  advance  and  attack  with  101st  Infantry  using  a  combat  liaison 
group  consisting  of  1  platoon  of  infantry  and  one  section  of  M.G.  to  cover 
any  gap  that  might  appear  between  left  of  101st  Infantry  and  right  of  our 
troops.     This  was   necessary  as  attack  was  planned  to  be  placed  against  the 

flank  of  Boche. 

7.  The  advance  at  the  rate  of  100  meters  every  6  minutes  was  scheduled 
to  start  at  11:30  o'clock.  At  10:00  o'cleck  all  troops  were  in  place  at  edge 
of  woods  about  400  meters  to  rear  of  old  position  when  our  artillery  started 
to  launch  barrage  which  was  short  and  caused  some  losses. 

The  left  continued  to  be  short  even  after  the  start  making  it  necessary  for 
me  to  filter  my  men  into  the  advance. 

The  advance  was  careful  and  slow  due  to  a  terrific  M.G.  barrage  laid 
down  by  the  Boche   in  the  desperate  attempt  to  hang  on  what  he  later  was 

forced  lo  give  up. 

8.  Our  leading  thin  wave  fought  inch  by  inch  like  Indians,  being  rein- 
forced by  rifle  grenadiers  who  would  at  times  shoot  head  on  into  targets  with 
gcod  results.  Two  Anti-Tank  rifles  and  cartridges  which  were  captured  also 
doing  good  work  to  dislodge  and  quiet  many  noisy  positions.  The  fighting  on 
our  right  which  was  at  the  left  edge  of  BELLEU  WOOD  was  terrific,  but 
about  dark  we  were  able  to  say  all  objectives  were  reached. 

9.  I   established   a  line  of   observation  running   from  a  point  27.4—82.1 
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8.K.,  to  27.6—81.7  and  a  resistance  line  at  about  150  meters  to  rear  of  this 
line. 

Much  firing  by  M.G.  and  Mortars  including  a  very  elaborate  array  of  five 
work,  continued  thru  the  night  and  morning,  which  appeared  to  me  that  they 
were  very  nervous.  Our  men  did  little  firing  but  much  observing  and  patrol- 
ing.  He  was  beaten  and  he  hated  to  accept  it.  It  ccst  me  one  dead  and  one 
shot  thru  the  arm  in  my  company. 

(apt.  Doremus  who  advanced  with  liaison  group  was  reported  both  cap- 
tured and  dead,  but  neither  could  be  confirmed.  His  company  also  had  some 
casualties  which  could  not  be  established. 

10.  The  28  Oct.  18  broke  daylight  and  I  made  reconnaissance  of  my  organi- 
sation and  found  with  the  exception  of  closing  in  a  little  more  to  the  101st 
Inf.  that  there  would  be  no  changes. 

.Much  patrolling  and  scouting  was  our  position  until  about  11:00  o'clock 
two  green  stars  were  sent  up  by  Germans  and  immediately  he  laid  down  an 
artillery  barrage  into  BELLKI*  WOODS  and  the  ri^ht  of  my  lines  which  was 
sprinkled  10  minutes  later  by  ^wy  M.G.  that  he  stabled  in  these  woods, 
mingled   with   the   regular  display   of   fireworks. 

As  expected  he  made  his  counter  at*  ack  to  regain  BELLETJ  WOODS,  and 
he  launched  it  on  the  left  flank  (f  the  101st  Inf.  Our  right  was  well  fortified 
with  f'hauchat  and  light  Maxim  M.G.  which  our  men  had  taken  and  put  into 
action,  and    as   it   hit   our   right    Opened    up   an. I   scattered   them    in   all   directions 

howling  "Comrade."     lint  J  believe  tin   boys  were  a  little  iUaf  from  tin-  day 

before.  At  this  time  fire  was  from  the  front  laid  down  by  the  iOl.st  Infantrv 
and  one  laid  tr<  m  the  right,  and  those  who  were  able  retired  hack  to  the  WOOdS. 
Terrific    M.G.    fire  continued   all   along   the   line    up   to   about    16:30   o'clock    hut 

no  targets  appeared. 

11.  During  the  attaCS  u  plane  Which  flew  \rry  low  came  over  mv  lines  and 
was  fired  Upon  by  Mechanic  Tallmaii  and  J'vt.  Hamsauer  who  had  set  up  two 
Anti-Tank  rifles  which  were  captured  in  our  advam-,.  and  it  appears  that  a 
hit  was  registered  afl  the  plane  swayed  and  made  a  rpiick  turn  to  the  right  and 
disappeared    behind    trees  on   the   Boche  Hide  never   to   rise   or  start    his   motor. 

An  officer  of  the    lllth    M.G.    Bn.    working   with    my   troops  can   verify   this, 
hut    it    has    not    been    continued. 

For  the  balance  of  this  day  we  engaged  in  usual  pastimes  of  patrolling  ami 
BCOnting  and  ihOOting  up  BUfpeeted  positions  with  Anti  Tank  rilles  and  just 
after  dark  my  patrol  reporter!  that  a  Minncnwcrfcr  Cannon  ha/1  been  located 
about  100  meters  from  our  line.  I  ordered  that  an  effort  be  made  to  bring 
it  in  at  daybreak  or  destroy  it  as  it  was  evidently  the  one  that  had  been 
harassing  our  troops.  It  was  brought  in  the  next  morning  ami  found  to  he  a 
7.",  Minnenwerfer  cannon.  I  would  have  put  it  into  use  that  night,  hut  fell 
it   would    hinder   the   attack   that    was   to   take   place   that    night. 

No  prisoners  were  taken  due  to  the  f;ict  that  they  would  take  it  OS  the  run 
When  in  danger  and  our  men  would  have  to  shoot.  My  losses  were  one  dead 
and  one  shot  thru  the  arm.  Much  ammunition  taken,  1  cannon,  many  rifles, 
light    M.G.'s  ftlld   2   Anti  Tank    rifles,  stores,   letters  and   material. 

12.  On  the  SO  Oct*  18,  nlHHit  4:80  o'clock  this  company  was  relieved  by  a 
company   of  the  815th    Infantry. 

ALBERT  A.  BICKEBT, 

0»pt.,   114th    Infantry, 
Comdg.  Co.  K. 
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Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  K,  114th  Infantry. 

Action:      BOIS  D'OKMONT. 
Maps:       Base   1/20,000. 

On  the  Uth  October  18,  at  15  o'clock  my  platoon  left  BOIS  DES  ROCHES 
with  its  company  to  take  up  reserve  position  with  this  company,  who  were  part 
of  3rd  Battalion  and  who  composed  Regimental  reserve  during  the  attack  on 
BOIS  D'ORMONT. 

We  started  to  our  position  via  the  BRABANT-SAMOGNEUX  road,  turn- 
ing to  left  at  a  point  25.04 — 75.10  thence  to  shell  wrecked  village  of  HAU- 
jMOXT,  where  march  was  directed  north  to  our  position  at  a  point  27.1 — 78.2. 
There  was  much  gas  and  plenty  of  H.E.  shells  fired  along  this  area.  We  had 
just  about  settled  for  the  night  when  several  shells  broke  in  the  midst  of  our 
t  re  ops  causing  my  platoon  6'  casualties.  I  shifted  my  platoon  several  times 
during  the  night  to  avoid  the  steady  shelling  which  found  my  platoon  much 
unnerved  when  morning  came.  Spirit  fast  revived  at  daybreak  and  about  9 
o'clock  12  October  IS,  we  advanced  into  the  RAVINE  DE  CONSENVOYE  un- 
der a  terrific  artillery  bombardment  to  a  position  along  side  of  a  narrow 
gauge  railroad  embankment  where  Without  shelter  except  that  offered  by  the 
embankment  we  remained  about  24  hours.  .More  losses  were  recorded  in  this 
position.  This  platoon  furnished  many  odd  details  for  carrying  of  wounded 
and  ammunition  during  its  stay  in  this  position;  at  about  9  o'clock  IS  October 
.'8  those   who   were   left   occupied   some  old   discarded  enemy   dugouts. 

During  our  stay  here  burial,  ration,  litter  bearers  and  ammunition  details 
were  furnished  until  t?  October  18  when  we  were  relieved  by  troops  of  the 
26th    Division. 

At  5:30  o'clock,  2:  October  is,  my  company  was  ordered  from  their  posi- 
tion, then  southwest  of  BELLEU  WOODS  while  they  were  holding  about  500 
nietere  of  the  line,  to  the  rear  about    tOO  meters  from  which   point   it   was  later 

ordered  to  advance  and  attack  with  the  101st  Infantry  in  an  effort  to  retake 

REjbLETJ    WOODS,   from   the  enemy. 

Mv  platoon  was  ordered  up  as  t  lie  assault  unit;  30  men  composed  my  platoon 
with  which   I  covered  approximately  400  meters  using  6  Combat  groups  of  3 

men  each,  composed  of  two  groups  of  Auto  Riflemen,  two  ordinary  riflemen, 
and  two  groups  of  Bombers  armed  with  rifles  and  much  extra  ammunition. 
T  Started  promptly  at  Ll:30  o'clock  toward  my  objective.  Friendly  artillery 
made  my  advance  very  difficult  as  it  was  very  short  and  wild.  The  platoon 
was  well  under  enemy  M.(J.  fire  before  it  was  possible  for  me  to  cover  my 
entire   front;    I    was  well   to   the  edge  of   word   on   right   of  BELLEU   WOODS 

before  I  decided  to  exchange  shots  with  the  enmy  as  I  could  not  locate  a  tar- 
get, only  the  furious  cracking  of  his  M.G.  bullets  which  in  most  cases  was 
very  wild.  As  my  1st  line  entered  the  wood  the  enemy  registered  very  close 
to  mv  line,  so  1  decided  to  jump  my  fight  by  infiltration  together  with  a 
ivnucst   to  bring  Up   V  .  B .    men  and   shoot   head  on  into   the  enemy   positions  as 

they  were  Located. 

This  in  nnd  out  fighting  continued  until  about  dark  when  the  company 
commander   ordered   that    the   organizing   take   place. 

The  fighting  by  the  enemy  was  desperate  on  our  rigid,  but  the  fire  by  cur 

men  forced  him  to  retire  covered  by  his  furious  M.G.  fires,  as  there  was  noth- 
thing  for  him  to  hit  and  on  the  other  hand  our  fire  was  accurate  and  only 
placed  where  targets  were  located.  The  enemy  evidently  expected  a  head  on 
dash  which  did  not  happen.     Our  objective  had  been  reached  about  43  minutes 
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before  I  was  ordered  to  organize,  but  it  had  been  decided  by  the  Captain  that 
the  follow  up  work  might  mislead  the  enemy  making  it  safer  against  counter 
attacks.  I  fully  established  my  line  about  100  meters  to  the  rear  of  my  stop- 
ping position  as  it  afforded  better  protection  and  an  excellent  field  of  fire  ami 
view.     During  the  latter  engagement  up  to  this  time  I  had  but  1  man  killed. 

The  night  brought  forth  continued  fire  from  the  Trench  mortars,  and  much 
harassing  M.G.  fire  and  a  very  elaborate  display  of  fire  works  by  the  enemy, 
to  which  my  men  paid  little  attention  as  no  targets  appeared.  I  had  1  man 
killed  during   the  night. 

The  day  broke  and  M.G.  fire  by  the  enemy  continued.  It  appeared  like 
searching  fire,  to  which  my   men   laid  quiet  without  firing  a  shot. 

At  11  o'clock  28  October  IS.  the  enemy  shot  up  cne  green  star  rocket  and 
immediately  he  opened  up  with  a  heavy  artillery  and  M.G.  barrage  all  along 
the  line.  Orders  Mashed  about  for  all  to  stand  by  as  nobody  doubted  that  it 
was  a  COltnter-attack;  the  attack  drifted  to  my  ri^ht  flank  and  the  enemy  had 
evidently  never  located  our  position  en  this  flank  as  he  drove  directly  across 
the  front  of  the  right  of  my  line,  as  he  grouped  a  good  target  my  men  opened 
up  with  everything  and  the  surprise  was  too  much  for  them;  they  scattered 
yelling  "Comrade";  this  firing  broke  silence  of  the  LOlst  [nfantry  on  my 
right  and  things  wen-  v.-rv  unpleasant  f<  r  the  enemy j  but  still  he  kept  up  a 
furious  firing  until  about  lo*  o'clock  when  he  slackened  down  admitting  do- 
it;  he  suffered  many  losses  while  we  bad  none.  Tin-  night  again  forced  our 
enemy  to  ke<-p  up  his  display  of  fireworks  and  harassing  fire  but  the  break 
the  day  found  my  men  in  the  beat  of  spirits. 

During  tie-  £9th  October  18,  my  platoon  did  some  scouting  and  sniping 
along  our  entire  front  bu1  nothing  would  happen  as  the  enemy  was  playing  .-i 
safer  game.     During  the  afternoon  of  this  day  a  reconnaissanc  made  bj 

officers  of  the  79th  Division,  who  with  their  companies  relieved  me  about  2:20 
o'clock  SO  October  is.  We  filtered  out  of  our  position  to  assemble  at  BOIP 
DES  ROCHES  with  no  losses  or  unusual  bappenin 

hi;\i:y  POKE, 

S-t.,    ('.,.     K,     I  1  1th     hi!;. 1. 
###### 

Operations  Report  of  :n<i  riatoon,  Co.  K ,   114th  Infantry. 

At  *:i.~  a.m.,   12  ortnhn  on  the  way  to  the  reserve  positi 

tinder  heavy  artillery  fire  this  platoon  was  forced  to  halt  and  seek  cover  foi 
fear  of  being  wiped  out,    This  hah  was,  to  ,  only  temporary  as  the  cei 

nation  of  fire  for  a  fen  minutes  and  quick  action  on  the  part  of  the  Non-Corn 
enabled  me  to  gei  the  men  up  with  the  rest  i  f  the  Company  where  we  took  up 
(,ur   position;    while  In  this   position   th.'  platoon   furnished   the   following   de 

tails,    n"    litter    hearers,    7,    ration    carriers  j     COSUaltieS!        killed    2,    wounded     ;ni.l 

ed  1  i. 

At  about  B:30  a.m.,  IS  October  18,  I  was  ordered  tr,  take  my  men  int..  lug 
outs  that  had  been   found  directly  opposite  our  position.     I  was  relieved  of 
command  when  the  company  was  reorganized   14  October   is. 

2C>    October    found    my    platOOll    on    a    line    held    by    my   company    in    a    position 

to  the  soufhuest.  of  BELLED  woods,    on  M  October  18,  my  platocn 

Ordered    tr,    form   the   support    wave    for   an    attack    on    BELLEU    WOODS    which 

com peiiod  my  company  to  retire  aboul   100  meters  »o  rea?  of  position  held  the 

day   before. 
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From  this  position  my  platoon  took  formation  in  Combat  groups  about 
200  meters  in  rear  of  assault  wave.  Friendly  artillery  very  close  and  among 
our  troops  caused  me  much  trouble  in  my  advance;  however,  after  assault 
trcops  became  engaged  it  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  straighten  out  my  line 
as  by  this  time  the  artillery  had  passed  on  a  safe  distance.  There  was  con- 
tinued and  terrific  machine  gun  fire  about  my  position  all  during  the  advance 
but  I  suffered  no  losses. 

My  platoon  supplied  many  small  units  for  work  with  the  assault  troops, 
but  was  never  engaged  intact.  About  1  section  of  my  platoon  was  used  with 
the  1st  Platoon  of  my  Company  during  the  organizing  and  remained  with  this 
unit  during  the  entire  tour.  The  other  section  remained  in  support  and  were 
used  as  ammunition,  ration  and  water  carriers. 

My  platoon  was  relieved  30  October  18  by  troops  of  79th  Division. 

JOHN  J.  SKELLY, 
Sgt,  Co.  K,  114th  Infantry. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  4th  platoon,  Company  K,  114th  Infantry. 

Action:  BOIS  D'ORMONT. 

Map,  Base:     1/20,000. 

At  15  o'clock  nth  Oct.  1918,  this  company  with  the  rest  of  the  battalion 
was  ordered  to  its  reserve  position  in  readiness  for  the  attack  to  be  made  on 
the  BOIS  D'OBMONT  the  next  morning  at  7  A.M. 

This  platoon  and  the  rest  of  the  company  left  COTE  DES  ROCHES  at 
the  ordered  time  and  marched  down  the  BRARAXT-SAMOGNEUX  road  to- 
ward SAAfOGNEUX  reaching  the  road  to  the  village  of  HAUMOXT.  We 
uiarebed  up  this  road  to  this  village  under  a  heavy  shelling  of  H.E.  and 
much  gas.  On  reaching  this  village  found  that  it  was  nothing  but  ruins.  We 
J  urned  off  the  road  to  the  left  and  going  through  the  village  followed  a  path 
a*  the  outskirts  of  the  village  to  a  point  north  27 . 1 — 78.2.  There  were  much 
shelling  of  both  II.  E.  and  gas;  we  were  settled  for  the  night  when  several 
shell  burst  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  platoons.  I  shifted  my  platoon  to  a 
better   place  ;    heavy  shelling  all   night. 

At  9  A.M.  12  Oct.  we  were  ordered  to  our  advanced  position  in  the  RA- 
VINE DE  COXSKXVOYE.  This  was  done  under  very  heavy  shelling  by 
small  combat  groups.  On  reaching  this  ravine  we  proceeded  east  to  a  point 
-7.4 — 7P.5  and  took  up  a  position  on  the. narrow  gauge  railroad  under  shelter 
of  a  bank  6  feet  high.  The  men  dug  into  the  bank  so  as  to  be  protected  against 
4 lie  heavy  shelling.  Up  to  this  time  about  10  o'clock  I  had  lost  1  man 
wounded.  We  stayed  in  this  position  all  night  and  the  next  morning  came 
under  heavy  shelling  both  U.K.    and  gas. 

At  about  7:15  A.M.  IS  Oct.  I  left  the  platoon  having  been  wounded  by  a 
shell  fragment;  1st  Sergt.  Beusman  then  took  command  of  my  platoon;  up  to 
the  time  1   left  I  had  a  total  loss  of  5  men  wounded. 

EDWARD  J.  SMITH, 
2nd  Lieut.,  Comdg.  4th  Platoon, 
Co.  K,  114th  Inf. 

The  command  of  the  4th   Platoon  was  turned   over  to  me   about   7:15,  IS 
Octt  bf*T   18  by  Lieut.  Smith,  he  having  been   wounded  by  shell  fragment.     I 
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ordered  all  men  to  dig  in  deep  and  retain  their  position  until  further  orders. 
At  about  8  A.M.  Captain  Rickert  (who  has  been  at  1st  Bn.  P.C.)  returned 
and  at  once  made  preparations  to  get  the  men  under  cover;  at  about  9  A.M. 
I  was  ordered  to  distribute  my  men  in  a  number  of  Boche  dugouts  and  re- 
main there  until  further  orders.  I  was  relieved  of  command  of  this  platoon 
when  the  company  was  reorganized  the  following  day,  14th  October  18. 

FRED  W.  BEUSMEN, 
1st  Sergt.,  Co.  K,  114th  Inf. 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  L,  114TH  INFANTRY. 

On  Sunday,  27  Oct.  18,  Co.  L,  114th  Inf.  left  the  reserve  position  at  26.6 
—79.2  at  7:00  A.M.  and  moved  up  the  trail  and  road  to  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM  and  then  to  the  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE  where  we  went  into 
support  position  at  9:30  A.M.  Several  small  shelters  and  dugouts  were 
found  on  the  side  of  the  hill  which  appeared  to  be  in  dead  space,  and  the  men 
began  immediately  to  strengthen  and  better  conditions.  Shelling  in  the  val- 
ley was  almost  continuous  until  about  2:00  P.M.,  when  what  appeared  to  be 
a  few  stray  shots  of  H.E.   shells  came  very  close  to  our  dugouts. 

After  that  at  intervals  of  five  minutes  five  shells  would  drop  in  our  vicinity 
keeping  it  up  for  fifteen  minutes  and  then  a  slack  of  fifteen  minutes.  This 
firing  was  kept  up  until  8:00   P.M. 

About  3:00  A.M.  one  of  my  .shelters  near  my  V.C.  was  struck  and  four 
of  my  men  wounded  and  one  killed.  At  1:30  P.M.  another  shelter  was  hit 
and  the  men  in  it  buried  in  the  ruins,  but  none  hurt.  At  the  same  time  several 
boxe-  of  fire  works  were  set  off  by  the  explosion  and  gave  quite  a  display  for 
about  five  minutes. 

I  decided  to  take  my  men  out  of  this  dangerous  spot  and  hearing  of  B 
largO  dugout  on  the  Opposite  fide  Of  tin-  ravine,  I  took  the  men  across  the 
valley  and   BtOOd    there   for   the    night.      The   morning   of   tin-   ,'iSth    Oct.    IS,    I    <\ 

amined  the  shelters  we  had  left  tin-  night  before  and  found  them  demolished, 
and  had  we  stayed  there  we  probably  would  have  "H  been  killed 

28  Oct.   IS,  my  Company  was  detailed  as  carrying  party   for   food   and   neCOfl 

sities,  also  burying  the  dead.     09th  Oct.    IX,  my  company   was  used    for  salvage 
work   in   area  all   day.      They   were   relieved   at   6   P.M.    on    that   date. 
The  company  went   back   to  COTE   l>EH    ROCHES  at   9:80   P.M. 

HARPY  SAB6IN, 
c.'.pt.,  Co.  L,  li  Hii  [nfantry, 

Commanding. 

Report  of  Operations,  i*t  platoon,  Co.  L,  1 1 nh  Infantry, 
Under  command  of  1st  Lt.  Bophman,  about  9:80  A.M.,  started  from  hill 

about    one   thousand    (1000)    yards    in    rear  of   lines   held    by    1st    and    '2nd   bat 
t.'ilions   of   the    1  Hth    Infantry   and    were    in    plain    view   of   the   enemy    and    wen 
fired    upon    heavily    by    artillery    causing    a     few    casualties,    including    1st    Lt. 
Bophman.      Peaching   valley,    I    took    command    of    platoon,   put    the   men    under 
the    best    shelter    possible.      About     11:00    A.M.     I    was    ordered    to    prepare    to 
advance    with   the   company   to   support   00.   0,    114th    Infantry.      We   advanced 
thru   heavy  artillery   fire   which  caused   us  heavy  losses,  reaching  trenches   evac 
Dated    \>y   the  enemy.      Our   losses   were   so  heavy   that    we   had   to   eonsolid.it.-    1st 
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and  2nd  platoons,  which  were  under  my  command.  About  3  P.M.  we  started 
through  the  woods  connecting  with  Co.  A,  114th  Infantry,  on  our  left.  We 
then  established  our  line  getting  in  liaison  with  the  French  troops. 

On  the  night  of  Oct.  14th  we  were  attacked  by  a  German  raiding  party  but 
had  no  casualties.  Oct.  15th  and  16th  everything  was  quiet.  On  Oct  17th 
we  were  relieved  by  2nd  Platoon  of  Co.  L,  102nd  Infantry  at  about  3:30  A.M. 

SAMUEL  VANDERBUSH, 

Sergt.   Co.  L,   114th   Infantry. 

****** 

Meparf  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  L,  114th  Infantry. 

On  the  morning  of  Oct.  12th  we  started  out  in  line  of  combat  groups  in 
charge  of  2nd  Lt.  Greene  at  about  9:30  A.M.,  reaching  valley  where  1st  and 
L'nd  Battalions  <f  the  114th  Infantry  started  from  about  two  hours  previous. 
Here  we  lay  in  reserve  until  we  got  orders  to  advance.  We  started  up  hill  at 
about  11:00  A.M.,  under  very  heavy  artillery  fire  in  wave  formation.  We 
soon  reached  first  trgnch  evacuated  by  the  enemy,  where  Company  C  under 
command  of  Capt.  Doremus  were  already  located.  Lieut.  Greene  and  one 
squad  started  out  to  locate  and  destroy  some  machine  guns  which  were  causing 
a  lot  of  annoyance.  Lt.  Greene  was  shot  through  the  arm  and  was  brought  to 
the  iear,  leaving  Sergt.  John  Bagley  in  charge,  to  reinforce  Co's  A  and  C. 
The  platoon  moved  up  to  second  line.  German  trenches  in  woods  and  left 
there  about  4  P.M.  to  reinforce  Co  's  A  and  C  on  the  far  side  of  woods.  We 
relieved  a  detachment  of  the  113th  Infantry  on  the  left  of  Co.  A  about  4 
P.M.  The  next  morning  we  took  up  position  on  the  left  flank  connecting  up 
With  the  French  in  the  rear.  Being  mUch  affected  by  mustard  gas  Sgt.  Bag- 
ley  reported  to  the  1st  aid  on  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  and  did  not  return. 
Sergt.  Bickler  was  in  command  of  platoon  for  the  rest  of  period  we  occupied 
the  lines.  On  two  occasions  at  night,  German  patrols  came  near  our  lines, 
using  Inanv  fiar(is  am|  maohjae  «,uns  Dut  we  had  m  (.asllaities#  Qii  the  morn- 
ing of  the  17th  after  being  relieved,  Sergt.  Bickler  sprained  his  foot  by  turn- 
ing on  a  stone.  He  reported  to  1st  aid  for  treatment  and  did  not  return  to 
the  company, 

SERGT.  LESTER  RIDING. 

*##*#♦ 

Report  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  L,  114th  Infantry. 

The  3rd  platoon  under  command  of  Sergt.  John  McMahon  after  arriving 
on  lop  of  hill  on  the  night  of  Oct,  11th,  had  two  casualties  by  German  artil- 
lery fire.  On  the  morning  of  Oct.  12  at  9:40  A.M.  we  left  the  reserve  posi- 
tion to  move  up  in  the  valley.  The  shelling  in  the  valley  was  very  heavy  and 
causing  as  much  annoyance. 

We  received  orders  about  11  o'clock  to  advance  to  1st  line  German  trenches 
and  left  our  position  in  valley  taking  up  wave  formation  in  our  advance. 
When  about  to  start  up  the  hill,  I  found  one  of  my  squads  had  gotten  lost 
and  was  not  with  the  company.  I  afterward  learned  that  they  were  being 
used  at  the  Battalion  P.C.  as  burial  and  food  carrying  parties.  On  reaching 
the  front  line  German  trench,  my  platoon  having  considerable  losses,  and  be- 
ing wry  small,  was  consolidated  there  with  the  platoon  of  Sergt.  Vander- 
bttsh . 

SERGT.  JOHN  McMAHON. 
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Report  of  Operations,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  L,  114th  Infantry. 

On  the  morning  of  Oct.  12th,  1918,  we  started  from,  reserve  position  in 
combat  groups,  about  30  meters  between  groups.  We  were  heavily  shelled  by 
enemy  artillery  and  took  up  position  in  a  valley.  The  commander  of  the  pla- 
toon, 1st  Lt.  Stonestreet,  got  wounded  on  reaching  this  valley.  Here  we  lay 
until  we  received  orders  to  advance,  the  enemy  planes  being  very  active  di- 
rectly over  us.  On  given  the  command  to  advance  we  went  in  wave  formation, 
distance  of  about  15  meters  between  each  man.  As  we  advanced  over  the  hill 
to  reach  and  give  support  to  Co.  C,  of  the  1st  Battalion,  we  were  attacked 
by  four  enemy  aeroplanes,  which  evidently  tried  to  break  the  morale  of  our 
troops,  but  our  men  stood  up  well  under  this  big  attempt.  We  reached  evac- 
uated  enemy   trench    in   spite   of   heavy   machine   gun  fire. 

I  immediately  tried  to  locate  same,  by  sending  out  one  man  at  a  time,  and 
in  order  to  keep  down  our  losses.  I  went  out  to  connect  with  left  sector  and 
on  so  doing  the  company  formed  two  waves,  my  platoon  on  left  connecting 
with  A  and  C  Companies  of  tin-   1st   Battalion,   114th   Infantry. 

I  was  ordered  by  my  captain  to  take  out  30  men  on  the  right  flank  in  the 
woods  to  prevent  a  flank  attack.  We  succeeded  on  straightening  out  our  line, 
which    we    held   until   relieved   on   October     17th,    lB18t   about   3:30    A.M.,   by   L 

Company,   102nd   [nfantry.  BBEGT.  H.  COOLKV. 

#♦##*■* 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  (  (t.  M,   tUTH  INFANTRY. 

1.  Map  need— VERDUN  s.K.    NTo.  35. 

2.  Company  arrived  al  Regimental  P.C.  Poinl  west  of  EAUMONT  three 
(3:00)   o'clock   12  October  18. 

'.',.   Company   ordered   to   start    carrying    ammunition    at    once. 
4.   Ammunition    and    food    carried    during    tin-    cut  in-    time   by    this   Co.    at 
the  frOFit. 

r>.  Members  of  the  Companj  not  carrying  food  and  ammunition  wore 
used  as  litter  bearers  and  Prisoner  Guards. 

o.  Company  relieved  21:00  o'clock   17th  <)ct<>b<r  18. 

7.  Battalion  assembled  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES  and  held  as  Brigade  Re- 
serve with   rest   of  the   Regiment    there. 

H.    10:00    o'clock,    24    Oct.     IS,    moved     into    the    reserve    position    SOUtfa    of 

BBABANT  and  held  in  dngonti  there. 

U.   7:00    o'clock    27    Oct.    IS,    battalion    moved    in    a    support    position    east 

of  MOLLEVTLLE  PABM  about  BOO  yards. 

10.  During  the  Oighl  of  G7fh  Oct  18  and  all  next  day,  SSth  Oct.  cut  m 
company   was   used   as    food   and    litter   bearers. 

11.  10:00  o'clock  08th   Oct.  company   was  ordered  to   front    lines  to  relieve 
CO.   B,   ll^th   Infantry. 

1L\  Belief  completed  21:00  o'clock  08th  Oct,  is. 

t:;.    This    company    relieved    by    a    company    of    the    815th     Infantry,    '2'.\  ;80 

o'clock  $9ih  on.  18* 

M.  Company  then  assembled,  marched  to  COTE   DBS   ROCHES. 

if.,    f'asnalties,   Ours:       Killed    .'5.   wounded    HI,   missing    );,. 
10.   Casualties,    Kiiemy.      ('nknoun. 

J.  A.   DAVENPORT, 

Captain,    1  14th    Infantry, 

Commanding. 
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November  9,  1918. 
From:         Platoon  Commander  1st  Platcon  Co.  M,  114th  Inf. 
To:  CO.,  114th  Infantry. 

Subject:     Operation  Report. 

October  12,  1918,  my  platoon  arrived  at  Regimental  P.C.  at  3:00  o'clock, 
point  west  of  HAUMONT,  we  were  ordered  to  immediately  start  carrying  am- 
munition and  rations  from  reserve  dump  to  advance  dump.  RAVINE  DE 
COASINVAUX  and  other  various  points. 

This  work  was  continued  by  my  platoon  under  heavy  shell  fire  until  Oct. 
18,  TJ18,  and  then  I  was  relieved  of  command  of  Platoon  and  am  unable  to 
give  further  information. 

HARRY  C.   HICKMAN, 

1st  Lieut.,  114th  Infantry. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon  Co.  M,  114th  Infantry. 

Oct.  12,  1918,  my  platoon  arrived  at  Regimental  P.C.  near  HAUMOXT 
at  3:00  A.M.  and  was  qfrdered  to  start  carrying  ammunition  at  once.  From 
this  time  until  we  were  relieved  Oct.  11,  the  platoon  carried  food  and  ammuni- 
tion the  entire  time  from  reserve  dump  at  RAVINE  DE  BOUSSIERES,  to 
advance  dump  in  RAVINE  DE  COASINVAUX  and  to  various  Battalion 
Headquarters. 

Oct.  nth  we  were  relieved  by  elements  cf  the  104th  Infantry  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES  where  we  were  held  in  reserve. 

Oct.  18th  we  went  on  duty  with  3rd  Bn.  Hqrs.  and  my  connection  with  the 
platoon  ceased.  In  the  following  operations  the  company  consisted  of  only 
one  platoon  and  was  under  the  command  cf  Capt.  Davenport  whose  report 
covered  its  ope  rations. 

H.   F.   MEDBURY, 
1st   Lieut.,   114th    Infantry. 

24  October,   18. 
Machine  Gun  Firing  by  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

1.  The  mission  of  Mustard  during  the  operation  of  23rd  Oct.  18  was  to 
clear  the  advance  of  the  113th  Infantry  and  116th  Infantry  through  the  BOIS 
D'ETRAYES.  Companies  A  and  B  were  detailed  for  this  work  and  were 
divided  each  into  two  platoons.  They  were  located  on  the  heights  in  MOLLE- 
VI LLP]   BOIS  on  the  following  coordinates: 

5  guns  at  25.90—81.25) 

4  guns  at   2"). 65— 8 1.25 (—Company   I) 

5  guns  at   26.14—81.12) 

4  guns  at   26.07— 81. 20  (—Company  A 

2.  The  objective  and  jumping  off  point  contained  between  them  the  ground 
which  had  to  be  covered  by  the  advancing  infantry.  This  ground  was  divided 
in  four  blocks  covering  the  113th  and  116th  Regiments.  At  0-5  the  first  pla- 
toon of  Co.  D  opened  fire  on  the  immediate  front  of  the  113th  and  116th  In- 
fantries. This  fire  was  a  series  of  interlocking  zones  of  machine  gun  fire  so 
arranged  that  they  fell  parallel  with  the  advancing  infantry  and  moved  with- 
out cessation  of  fire  at  200  meters  in  advance  of  our  troops  from  the  jumping-off 
point  to  the  normal  objectives.     When  our  infantry  had  covered  one  quarter 
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of  its  required  advance  the  first  platoon  of  machine  guns  went  out  of  action. 
Simultaneously  the  second  platoon  of  machine  guns  went  into  action  taking 
up  the  fire  where  the  first  platoon  had  left  off  and  continuing  in  the  manner 
explained  above.  This  same  method  was  followed  by  the  third  and  fourth 
platoons  so  that  at  no  time  was  the  infantry  without  the  protection  of  this 
enfilade  barrage. 

3.  When  the  intermediate  objective  was  reached  and  the  infantry  halted 
to  consolidate,  a  barrage  covered  their  consolidation.  Five  minutes  before 
they  started  from  the  intermediate  to  the  normal  objective  a  heavy  concentra- 
tion was  placed  down  upon  Hill  361. 

4.  Retaliation.  The  enemy  artillery  sprayed  the  woods  near  our  positions 
with  a  great  number  of  shells  probably  the  equivalent  of  our  75 's,  and  also 
with  one-pounders,  but  luckily  had  difficulty  in  locating  our  positions  and 
made  no  direct  hits.     The  scattering  of  the  platoons  evidently  confused  them. 

5.  Casualties.      Three   slightly   wounded. 

6.  Rounds  fired.     About   80,000. 

7.  From  interviewing  several  of  the  men  in  the  infantry  it  seems  that  none 
of  our  advancing  troops  were  struck  by  this  fire,  that  it  helped  the  morale  of" 
our  own  troops  and  correspondingly  damaged  the  personnel  and  morale  of  the 
enemy.     We  also  covered  part   of  the  advancing  20th   Division. 

M.  E.  TYDIXGS, 
Major,   MLG.,  U.S.A. 
Comdg. 


5th  November,   1  s. 

Operations  Reports  of  the  iiith  Machink  (ir.v  Hattauon. 

1.  Enclosed  herewith  are  operatione  reports  of  company  commanders  and 

platoon  lenders  of  the   111th   Machine  Gun   Battalion   regarding  recent   engage- 
ments in  the  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  Sector. 

2.  Major    Millard    K.    Tyding.s,    BOW    Acting    Division    Machinr    dun   Officer, 

who  was  in  command  of  tie-  Battalion  during  the  operations,  states  that  he 

will   submit   direct    a   report    as    Battalion    commander,    and    has   been    furnished 
with  a  copy  of  each   Of   the   attached   reports. 

?>.  Some  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  making  these  reports  complete 

in  all  details  due  to  the   fact    that   owing  to  casualties,  sickness,  etc.,   personnel 
and  organization  of  the  platoons,  both  officers  and  men,   wan  constantly  chang 
ing  and  a  ^reat  many  of  them   were  not   present  on  duty  with  the  organization 
and  cannot  be  reached.     For  instance  Lieutenanl    Albert.   ES,   Klsea  of  Corn-pan  \ 
A  is  the  only  officer  now  on  fluty  with  the  company  who  was  in  the  engagement, 

K.  P.  WE8TERHAVEB, 

Captain,    Infantry,    I'.S.A. 

Comdg. 

#    •    •    •    #    i 

HKl'Oirr  OF  MACHINE  GUN  SO  CAL,  FIRING  (CO.  A,  U1TE  M.G.  BN.) 

1.  Date:       It  and   23   Oct.    1918. 

2.  Mission:       Barrage  Overhead    fire    for    advancing    infantry. 

3.  Organization:      Co.    A,    111th    M.O.    P,n. 

4.  CO.,   Cr.pt.    Doyle,    111th    M.O.    Bn. 

&  Positions:     1st   Barrage  20.60 —70.05.     2nd    Barrage  25.04r-61.22. 
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6.  Targets:      1st   Barrage   28.05—80.25    (BOIS    D'ORMONT)    2nd   Bar- 
rage 26.50—82.00  to  27.28—82.00. 

7.  Range:     1st  Barrage  2900  meters.     2nd  Barrage  1200  to  1700  meters. 

8.  Grid  bearings:     1st  Barrage  865  mils.     2nd  Barrage  765-1140  mils. 

9.  Rate  of  fire:     150  shots  in  one  minute  for  1st  minute  and  100  shots  in 
1  minute  for  remainder  of  firing  period. 

10.  Shots  fired:     1st  Barrage,  22,140  rounds.     2nd  Barrage,  31,580  rounds. 

11.  Results:     Good.     Infantry  gained  their  objective. 

12.  Retaliation:      Enemy  artillery  strong. 

13.  Aerial  observation  of  unusual  character  over  gun  position:  Enemy 
planes  constantly  flying  over  our  firing  positions,  apparently  directing  enemy 
artillery  operations. 

14.  Anti-aircraft  firing:      None. 

1".  Remarks:  Company  went  into  reserve  Oct.  9  with  1st  Bn.  113th  Inf. 
at  26.05 — 78.00  in  which  position  we  were  shelled  considerably  by  the  enemy 
due  to  the  observation  of  their  planes.  The  planes  also  opened  machine  gun 
fire  on  cur  men  and  rojfing  stock.  Oct.  12  we  delivered  a  machine  gun  bar- 
rage of  overhead  fire  for  the  advancing  infantry  on  the  attack  of  the  BOIS 
D'ORMOXT  from  26.60 — 78.95.  We  were  hampered  by  machine  gun  fire 
delivered  by  the  enemy  airplanes  and  by  a  heavy  barrage  from  his  artillery, 
medium  size  calibre.  After  the  infantry  had  gained  their  objective  we  re- 
tired in  order  to  26.05 — 78.00.  Casualties  2  dead  and  5  wounded.  Oct.  Idth 
we  took  up  positions  at  26.60 — 79.78  where  we  held  our  guns  in  reserve  for 
the  purpose  of  delivering  a  barrage  in  case  of  a  counter  attack  upon  point 
27.80—81.30  and  right  of  29.85—80.50.  Oct.  20  we  returned  to  25.93—75.14 
laying  in  reserve  until  Oct.  22,  then  taking  up  positions  at  25.64 — 81.22  where 
we  delivered  a  barrage  upon  26.50 — 82.00  and  right  to  27.28 — 82.00.  We  re- 
ceived a  heavy  barrage  upon  26.50—82.00  and  right  to  27.28—82.00.  We  re- 
ceived a  heavy  barrage  from  the  enemy  but  were  able  to  hold  our  positions 
throughout  the  attack.  We  then  returned  to  25.93 — 75.14  in  reserve  where  we 
were  relieved  on  Oct.  28,  1918  going  to  CHARDOGNE  in  the  training  area. 

16.  Suggestions:  We  found  being  in  the  rear  of  the  advancing  line  that 
we  had  the  opportunity  to  choose  our  positions  to  the  extent  of  getting  some 
good  cover  for  our  guns  against  the  aerial  and  direct  observations,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  delivering  a  barrage  that  was  of  more  value  to  the  advancing  line 
than    if   we  had   been   further  up. 

ALBERT  E.  ELSEA, 

1st  Lieut.,  Inf.,  U.S.A. 
Comdg.  Co.   A. 


Report  of  Machine  dun  60  Cal.  F\rin<j,  1st  Platoon.  Co.  A.,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

1.  Date:      12  and  23  Oct.,  1918. 

2.  Mission:      Barrage-overhead    fire    for    advancing    infantry. 

3.  Organization:      1st   Platoon,   4    guns,  Co.   A,    111th   M.G.   Bn. 

4.  CO.  Capt.  Doyle,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

5.  Positions:       1st    Barrage    26.60—78.95.      2nd    Barrage    25.64—81.22. 

6.  Targets:      1st   Barrage   28.05—80.25    (BOIS   D'ORMONT).      2nd  Bar- 
rage  26.50—82.00   to    27.28—82.00. 

7.  Range:     1st  Barrage  2900  meters.     2nd  Barrage  1200  to  1700  meters. 
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8.  Grid  bearings:      1st  Barrage  865  mils.     2nd  Barrage  765-1140  mils. 

9.  Rate  of  fire:      150  shots  in  one  minute   for  1st  minute  and   100  shots 
in  one  minute  remainder  of  firing  period. 

10.  Shots  fired:     1st  Barrage  7380  rounds.     2nd  Barrage  15,780  rounds. 

11.  Results:     Good.     Infantry  gained  their  objective. 

12.  Retaliation:      Enemy's   Artillery  strong. 

13.  Aerial  observation  of  unusual  character  over  gun  positions.  Enemy 
planes  constantly  flying  over  our  firing  positions,  apparently  directing  enemy 
artillery  operations. 

11.   Anti-aircraft   firing:      None. 

15.  Remarks:  Company  went  into  reserve  Oct.  9  with  1st  Bu.,  113th  Inf., 
at  26.05 — 78.00  in  which  position  we  were  shelled  considerably  by  the  enemy 
due  to  the  observation  of  their  planes.  The  planes  also  opened  machine  gun 
fire  on  our  men  and  rolling  stock.  Oct.  12th  we  delivered  a  machine  gun 
barrage  of  overhead  fire  for  the  advancing  infantry  on  the  attack  of  BOI8 
D'OKMONT  from  26.60 — 78.95.  We  were  hampered  by  machine  gun  ill e 
deliverer!  by  the  enemy  airplanes  and  by  a  heavy  barrage  from  his  artillery, 
medium  size  calibre  After  the  infantry  had  gained  their  objective  we  retired 
in  order  to  26.05—78.00.    Casualties  2  dead,  5  wounded.     Oct.  hi  we  took  up 

positions  at  26.60 — 70.7>>,  where  we  held  our  guns  in  reserve  for  the  purpose 
of  delivering  a  barrage  in  case  of  a  counter  attack  upon  point  27.80 — 81.30 
and  right  of  29.85— SO. 50.  Orl.  20  we  returned  to  25.9:;  -75.14  laying  in  re- 
serve until  Oct.  22,  then  taking  Dp  position  at  25.64 — 81.22,  where  we  de- 
livered a  barrage  upon  26.50—82.00  and  right  to  27.28 — 82.00.  We  received 
a  heavy  barrage  from  the  enemy  but  were  able  to  hold  our  positions  through- 
out the  attack.  We  then  returned  to  25.93  75.14  in  reserve  here.  We  were 
relieved    on    Oct.  2HHi   going   to   CHABDOONE    in    tin-   training  area. 

16.  Suggestions:  We  found  being  in  th<-  rear  of  the  advancing  line  that 
we  had  the  opportunity  to  choose  our  positions  to  tin-  extent  of  getting  sonic 
good  cover  for  our  guns  against  aerial  and  direct  observation  ami,  at  the 
same  time,  delivering  a  barrage  thai  WM  of  ne  re  value  to  the  adv;incing  line 
than   if  we   had    been    further   up. 

ALBERT   E.    EL8BA, 
1st  Lieut  inf.,  r.s.A. 
Comdg.  Co.    \. 

Report  of  Machine  Gm  80  Cat,  Firtofft  tnd  Platoon,  <<>.    \,  tilth  M.6.  H». 

].  Date:      12  and  23  Ort.,   1918. 

2     Mission:      Barrage   overhead    fire    for   advancing    infantry. 

3.  Organization:     2nd    Platoon,  Co,   a,    nith    M.G.   Eta 

4.  CO,    Tapt.    Doyle,   To.    A,    llltl,    M.(J.    I',n. 

5.  Positions:        1st     Barrage    26.60      78.05.       2nd     Barrage    25.01      HI. 22. 
&   Target*!       let    Barrage    28.05      80.25    (BOI8    D'ORMOXT).      2nd    Bal 

rage   26. 50— 82.00   to   27.28—82.00. 

7.  Range:     let  Barrage  2900  meters.    2nd  Barm^r   1200  to  1700  meters. 

8.  Grid    bearings:      1st    Harrago   866   mils.      2nd    Barrage   766-1140   mils. 

0.    Bate    Ol    6re:       160    shots    in    One    minute    for    1st    minute    mikI    100    shots 
pet  minute    tor   remainder   of   firing   period. 

10.  Hhots   fired:       1st    Barrage   22,110   rounds.      2nd    Barrage   31,660    rounds. 

11.  Results:       Good.       Infantry    gained    their    objective. 

12.  Retaliation:       Enemy    artillery    strong. 
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13.  Aerial  observation  of  unusual  character  over  gun  positions.  Enemy 
planes  constantly  flying  over  our  gun  positions,  apparently  directing  enemy 
artillery  operations. 

14.  Anti-aircraft  firing:     None. 

15.  Remarks:  Company  went  into  reserve  Oct.  9,  with  1st  Bn.,  113th  Inf., 
at  26.05 — 78.00  in  which  position  we  were  shelled  considerably  by  the  enemy 
due  to  the  observations  of  their  planes.  The  planes  also  opened  machine  gun 
fire  on  our  men  and  rolling  stock.  Oct.  12,  we  delivered  a  machine  gun  bar- 
rage of  overhead  fire  for  the  advancing  infantry  on  the  attack  of  the  BOIS 
D'ORMONT  from  26.60 — 78.95.  We  were  hampered  by  machine  gun  fire  de- 
livered by  enemy  airplanes  and  by  a  heavy  barrage  from  his  artillery,  medium 
size  calibre.  After  the  infantry  had  gained  their  objective  we  retired  in  or- 
der to  26.05 — 78.00.  Casualties  2  dead  and  5  wounded.  Oct.  11,  we  took  up 
positions  at  26.60 — 79.78  where  we  held  our  guns  in  reserve  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  a  barrage  in  case  of  a  counter  attack  upon  point  27.80 — 81.30  and 
right  of  29.55 — 80.50.  Oct.  20,  we  returned  to  25.93 — 75.14  laying  in  reserve 
until  Oct.  22,  then  takifig  up  positions  at  25.64 — 81.22  where  we  delivered  a 
barrage  upon  26.50—82.00  and  right  to  27.28 — 82.00.  We  received  a  heavy 
barrage  from  the  enemy  but  were  able  to  hold  our  positions  throughout  the 
attack.  We  then  turned  to  25.93 — 75.14  in  reserve  where  we  were  relieved  on 
Oct.  28,  1918  going  to  CHARDOGNE  in  the  training  area. 

16.  Suggestions:  We  found,  being  in  the  rear  of  the  advancing  line,  that 
we  had  the  opportunity  to  choose  our  positions  to  the  extent  of  getting  some 
good  cover  for  our  guns  against  the  aerial  and  direct  observation  and,  at  the 
same  time,  delivering  a  barrage  that  was  of  more  value  to  the  advancing  line 
than  if  we  had  been  further  up. 

ALBERT  E.  ELSEA, 

1st  Lieut.  Inf.,  U.S.A. 
Comdg.  Co.  A. 

****** 
Report  of  Machine   Gun  30  Cal.   Firing,  3rd  Platoon,   Co.  A,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

1.  Date:     12  Oct.,  1918. 

2.  Mission:      Barrage-Overhead   fire   for   advancing   infantry. 

3.  Organization:      3rd  Platoon,  Co.  A,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

4.  CO.  Capt.  Doyle,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

5.  Positions:      26.60—78.95. 

6.  Targets:      28.05—80.25    (BOIS    D'ORMONT). 

7.  Range:      2900  meters. 

8.  Grid   bearings:      865   mils. 

9.  Rate  of  fire:      150  shots  in  one  minute  for  1st  minute  and   100  shots 
in  one  minute  for  remainder  of  firing  period. 

10.  Shots  fired:     22,140  rounds. 

11.  Results:      Good.      Infantry   gained   their   objectives. 

12.  Retaliation:      Enemy  artillery  strong. 

13.  Aerial  observation  of  unusual  character  over  gun  position:  Enemy 
planes  constantly  flying  low  over  our  gun  positions,  apparently  directing 
enemy  artillery  operations. 

14.  Anti-aircraft  firing:     None. 

15.  Remarks:  Company  went  into  reserve  Oct.  9,  with  1st  Bn.,  113th  Inf. 
at  26.05 — 78.00  in  which  position  we  were  shelled  considerably  by  the  enemy 
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due  to  the  observation  of  their  planes.  The  planes  also  opened  machine  gun 
fire  on  our  men  and  rolling  stock.  On  Oct.  12,  we  delivered  a  machine  gun 
barrage  of  overhead  fire  for  the  advancing  infantry  on  the  attack  of  the  BO  IS 
D'ORMONT  from  26.60 — 78.95.  We  were  hampered  by  machine  gun  fire  de- 
livered by  enemy  airplanes  and  by  a  heavy  barrage  from  his  artillery,  medium 
size  calibre.  After  the  infantry  had  gained  their  objective  we  retired  in  order 
to  26.05 — 78.00.     Casualties,  2  dead,  .5   wounded. 

ALBERT  E.  ELSEA, 

1st    Lieut.   Inf.,  U.S.A. 

Comdg.  Co.  A. 

****** 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  B,  111TB.  M.G.  BX. 

On  Tuesday,  8  Oct.,  18,  Company  B,  111th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  took 
reserve  position  north  of  VKRDUN  and  east  of  the  MEUSE  RIVER.  The 
above  named  company  remained  In  reserve  along  the  road  in  front  of  322ml 
r.A.  till  the  morning  of  the  12  Oct.  18.  At  1:00  A.M.  the  company  was  or- 
dered into  the  lines  to  support  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  113th  Infantry.  At 
1  :15  A.M.  the  12  Oct.  18  the  company  moved.  On  reaching  the  point  known  as 
"HELL'S  KITCHEN'  was  caught  in  a  barrage  from  the  enemy  ill  which 
Private  Forink  and  Private  Stopansik  were  wounded,  at  the  same  time  1st 
Lieut.  George  B.  Butcher  ordered  2nd  Lieut.  Louis  J.  Harant,  and  Sergeant 
Walter  G.  Vothers  to  the  hospital  with  gas.  The  company  proceeded  thru  the 
barrage    and    unloaded    their    carts    at     the    point     known    as    the    entrance    to 

"DEATH   VALLEY. ' '     After  unloading  the  carts  the  company  was  passing 

thru  the  valley.  Private  Hunch  well.  Franc  ('.  was  injured  \ry  shrapnel.  The 
COinpan?  laid  in  the  reversed  slope  of  the  hill  to  the  left  of  the  1st  Lattalion 
PXJL  of  the  113th  Infantry.  The  1st  platoon  under  Sergeant  Mooney  wax  held 
in  reserve.  One  section  of  the  2nd  Platoon  under  Sergeant  Powell  advanced 
and  supported  tfie  1st  wave  of  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  114th  Infantry.  The 
2nd  section  of  the  2nd  platoon  was  ordered  to  gO  over  with  the  2nd  wave  hut 
advanced  too  scon  under  Sergeant  Schneider.  Finding  they  were  ahead  of  the 
infantry,  they  waited  on  the  hill  till  they  came  up  with  them  then  advanced 
to  the  edge  Of  the  WOOdS.  The  infantry  retreated  and  one  Hrpi.nl  of  the  2nd 
section   2nd    platoon   held    fast.      The   other   s'piad   mounted   gUfl    for   nnti  aircraft 

work.    The  3rd  platoon  under  Lieut,  inn  started  with  the  Brd  wave,  bul  Lieut. 

Hill  was  injured  in  the  hand  and  Sergeant  McAdams  took  the  platoon,  which 
only  had  a  few  men  as  the  rest  were  injured  or  passed.  Reached  the  old  Gel 
man  first  line  with  our-  <nin  and  one  box  of  ammunition.  Met  ('apt.  DoremilS, 
Company  (',  113th  Inf.  who  directed  them  down  to  the  trench  mnl  to  turn  to 
the  left  at  the  second  communication  trench;  went  tOO  far.  P:in  into  ;i  <;«r 
man  machine  gUfl  nest  and  wiped  it  out,  lining  all  our  ammunition,  fame 
back  and  attached  ourselves  to  Company  L,  1 18th  Infantry.  Advanced  thru 
the   woods    with    them    until    we   met    Serjeant    Yaue-han,   who   had    advanced    and 

supported   them.     Sergeant   Vaughan,  with  the  first  and  third  squads  of  the 

first  platoon,  advanced  with  Company  I>,  L18th  Infantry,  with  orders  to 
hold  the  lines.  Were  relieved  at  2:00  A.M.  17  Oct.  IS.  Private  Cooper  ami 
Private   Sheridan    were    wounded    two   hours    before    being    relieved. 

ARTHUB  H.  EHLER8, 

2nd    Lieut.,    Inf., 

r.s.A. 
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Report   of   Operations.  1st  Platoon,  Co.  B,  111th  M.G.   Bn. 

I  relieved  one  platoon  of  the  Machine  Gun  Company,  113th  Inf.,  with  my 
platoon  at  8:30  A.M.  25  Oct.  18.  This  position  was  on  the  Southern  edge  of 
"BOIS  D'ETRAYES,"  Hill  361.  My  platoon  was  in  support  of  Companies 
F,  G,  and  H,  of  the  114th  Inf.  We  were  holding  a  position,  and  were  not  to 
fire  unless  the  enemy  broke  thru  our  first  lines.  Two  light  "German  Maxim" 
machine  guns  were  mounted  and  made  ready  to  assist  my  other  four  guns. 
There  was  a  light  shelling  of  the  BOIS  D  'ETRAYES  on  the  26  Oct.  18.  The 
enemy  did  not  cause  us  any  casualties  with  his  sniping  or  machine  gun  harass- 
ing fire.  On  the  27th  Oct.  18  Capt.  George  S.  Butcher,  commanding  this  coni- 
I  any  was  killed  in  action.  I  then  assumed  command  of  the  company.  This 
company  was  relieved  by  Co.  B,  312th  Machine  Gun  Battalion  at  1:00  A.M. 
09th  October  18. 

ARTHUR  H.  EHLETRS, 

2nd  Lieut.,  Inf.,  U.S.A. 
****** 

Uepori   of  Oflrations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  B,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

I  relieved  one  section  (two  guns)  of  the  machine  gun  company,  11 3th  Inf. 
with  my  section  (two  guns)  from  Company  B,  111th  -Machine  Gun  Battalion, 
at  8:$0  A.M.  2~>  Oct.  IS,  taking  over  their  positions  on  the  Southern  edge  of 
the  BOIS  DT3TBAYES,  hill  361.  My  section  was  working  in  conjunction 
with  a  platoon  from  Company  B,  111th  Machine  Gun  Bn.  in  support  of  the 
first  lines  held  by  the  lsl  Bn.  of  the  114th  Inf.  My  orders  were  to  support 
tlie  [nfantry,  opening  fire  only  in  case  of  the  enemy,  making  a  successful 
Counter   attack,   should   break   through  our   lines.      Our   additional    Yickers   guns, 

located  near  my  positions,  were  mounted  and  used  as  reserve  guns.  This  posi- 
tion w:is  held  by  my  section  until  relieved  l.y  the  31s1  Machine  Gun  Battalion 
at  1:00  A.M.  2'>  Oct.  IS.  One  man,  Private  Roger  Bontemps  (1273293)  in- 
jured in  both  hands  by  shrapnel  during  enemy  bombardment  lasting  from 
10:10  A.M.  until   12:10  A.M.  on  27  Oct.   IS.,  was  sent  to  first  aid  station.     On 

this  same  date  my  Commanding  Officer,  Capt.  George  8.  Butcher,  was  killed 

in  action. 

EGAR  L.  POTTER, 

2nd  Lieut..   Infantry,   U.S.A. 

Keport    of   Operations,   .3rd   Platoon,   Co.    B,    tilth    M.G.   Bn. 
I.'ih    Oct.      At    7:20    A.M.    at    BOIS    D'OBMONT    the    3rd    Piateon    under 

command  of  Lieut.  Hill  started  over  with  the  third  wave  of  Infantry.  Lieut. 
Hill  w.is  a  casualty  at  the  top  of  the  hill  and  Sergeant  McAdams  took  com- 
mand Of  the  platoon.  We  were  at  the  time  in  support  of  the  1st  Battalion, 
113th  Infantry.  Readied  the  old  German  front  line  with  one  corporal,  eight 
privates,  one  gun  and  one  box  of  ammunition.  Met  Captain  Doremus,  Com- 
pany I),  114th  Infantry,"  who  gave  us  directions  how  to  reach  the  right  flank. 
We  went  the  wrong  way  and  ran  into  German  machine  gun,  which  we  wiped 
out  using  our  only  l>ox  of  ammunition.  Came  back  to  our  starting  place  in 
the  trench  where  we  met  Company  L,  114th  Infantry,  to  whom  I  attached 
myself  and  men.  Advanced  through  the  woods  with  them.  Later  met  Ser- 
geant Vaughan  of  my  own  company,  and  attached  myself  and  men  with  his 
section.  Corporal  Meade  was  slightly  gassed  and  returned  to  first  aid  station 
from   the   Old   German    fr<  nt   line. 
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Subsequent  reports  of  this  platoon  are  embodied  in  the  reports  of  1st  and 
2nd  platoons  of  this  company. 

SERGEANT  T.  McADAMS, 

B  Co.,   111th   M.G.   Bn. 

****** 

OPERATIONS   REPORT   OF  COMPANY  C,    111TB.    MACHINE    GUN    BN. 

For  Period  from  October  10th  to  25th,  18. 

Company  bivouaced  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES  9-10.  Early  on  the  morning 
of  the  10th  received  orders  that  company  would  be  attached  to  2nd  Battalion, 
113th  Infantry,  and  would  operate  with  them  in  the  offensive.  Moved  out 
with  the  Battalion  and  proceeded  by  the  HAUMONT  road  to  ravine  back  of 
the  BOls  BRABANT  at  26.15 — 79.3  where  guns  and  equipment  were  re- 
moved from  the  carts  and  latter  sent  to  the  rear.  Under  orders  from  the  Com- 
manding Officer  of  2nd  Battalion,  L13th  Enfantry,  2nd  and  3rd  platoons  were 
assigned  to  support  Cos.  F  and  E  of  the  L13th  Infantry  respectively,  1st 
platoon  being  held  in  reserve  This  reserve  platoon  was  at  first  used  for  anti 
aircraft  work  and  two  days  later  ivas  sent  in  to  replace  casualties  and  Losse 
of  the  other  platoons. 

The  guns  of  this  company  were,  from  this  time  on,  used  to  suppi  rl    said 
companies  E  and  P,  or  the  companies  relieving  them.     The  detailed  operations 
of  each  platoon  appear  from  the  reports  of  the  platoon  leaders  which  arc  at- 
tached hereto.     All  guns  were  eventually  sit^cl  along  the  slope  south  of  I 
BAVINE   DE  MOLLEVILLE  covering  the  from   of  the  companies  to  which 

igned  moving  when  necessary  to  conform  to  the  movements  of  the  Infantry 
changed  positions  to  the  right  or  left  along  the  ravine. 

The  task  of  the  2nd    Battalion    was  to  hold  and   consolidate  the   line  as 
their  objective  was  reached  with  tittle  tance.    This  fchey  did  for  two  wei 

under  continuous   heavy  shelling  and  re   weather  conditions.     Some   lo 

operations  for  the  purpo  fcraightening  and  improving  the  line  were  •  ■■ 

ried  out  being  assisted  by  overhead  ftxe   from  my  guns.     \o  attack  in  Poi 

was  made  l.v  tie-  (irrnum    Infantry   at    anv    time,  therefore    Were    D01    Called    ll| 

to  repel!  any  attacks.     The  machine  guns  « ere,  o  ted  chiefli    nritb 

this  end  iii  view  and  were  so  placed  that  a  Hanking  (ire  mighl  be  put  down  all 
along  the   RAVINE   DE  MOLLEVILLE.     On   ti  „f  orinhn-  j.ini 

the  general  and  successful  attack  upon  the  BOI8  D'ETRAYES  and   we  then 
became  the  supporl   line,  being  relieved  on  the  nighl   of  October  .'i  .'■>.     Oue 

•ion  under  Lieut.  Wayde  M  Geoghegan  took  pari  in  the  advance  on  Octob< 
2urd  as  appears   from   his   report. 

Commenting  generally  on  the  operation  the  weaknei    a     wai  un 

drmbtedly  obvious  to  everyone  was  the  lark  of  adequate  aerial  support,  Tin 
German   planes   Hew  over  our  lines  without   Interruption  dii  -  the  fire  oi 

their    artillery     uhieh     was    very      .",<      and     very    arcurnto.       Our    OWD    :.rtilhi 

was  rather  weak  at  first  and  frequently  fell  short.  Pen  If  any  forward  ob 
serving  officers  came  into  our  sector.  Later  on  our  own  artillery  Are  Improved 
greatly  and  to  a  ecnsiderable  extenl  neutralized  the  Are  of  enemy  batteries. 

The  sector   in   uhieh    my   company   Operated    was   rather   Unsuitable    for    h< 

machine  guns*  due  to  the  nature  of  the  ground  and  the  topography.  The  onlj 
approach  to  the  line  was  through  a  dense  and  hilly  woods,  the  trails  through 

Which   were  under  constant    shell   fire.      I'rr  this   reason   the  fold   of  fire   WflJ 
poor    and    the    supply    Of    rations    and    ammunition    WSJ    kept     up    only    1»\     till 
hardest    WOrk    and   endurance   Of   the    nun.      The    WOrk    Of    both   our    infantry   and 
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of  other  arms  which  came  under  my  observation  is  worthy  of  the  highest  com- 
mendation. While  the  line  was  being  consolidated  and  the  artillery  brought 
forward  we  endured  severe  hardships  and  the  heavy  bombardment  with  very 
little  protection  from  either.  Without  taking  any  particular  credit  to  myself 
I  wish  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  men  cf  my  own  company  who  were  in  the  line 
for  two  weeks  straight  and  who  cheerfully  underwent  these  hardships  without 
a  man  leaving  his  post  unless  wounded  or  evacuated  for  sickness.  Total 
casualties  in  the  company  three  men  killed   and   twenty-one  wounded. 

******* 

Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Company  C,  111th  M.G.  Battalion.  ' 

1.  Company  Commander  received  orders  that  9th  of  October,  WIS  as  to 
the  distribution  of  his  company  and  of  what  we  were  to  do.  We  moved  out  on 
the  morning  of  the  10th  and  the  first  platoon  was  in  support  of  the  2nd  Bat- 
talion, 113th  Infantry,  which  advanced  thru  the  MOLLEVILLE  WOOD.  We 
moved  forward  again  and  during  the  day  fired  about  1000  rounds  at  hostile 
planes.  Jn  the  evening  we  took  positions  in  the  front  line,  north  edge  MOLLE- 
VILLE WOOD.        V 

On  the  12th  to  the  16th  except  for  a  harassing  fire  and  gas  by  the  enemy 
it  was  quiet.  On  the  16th  I  received  orders  to  move  with  Company  F,  113th' 
Infantry  about  500  yards  to  our  left.  Company  F,  113th  Infantry  received 
orders  on  the  17tli  to  advance  his  line  so  as  to  make  contact  with  the  116th 
Infantry.  We  laid  down  a  barrage  which  lasted  15  minutes  firing  8000  rounds 
to  facilitate  his  advance.  On  account  of  the  woods  and  hills  we  were  forced 
to  remain  in  our  old  positions.  From  the  17th  to  the  22 ltd  we  did  practically 
no  firing.  The  enemy  sent  over  many  gas  shells  every  day  and  also  some  high 
explosives.      The   enemy   aeroplanes   were   very   active   during   that   time. 

On  the  22nd  I  received  orders  that  one  section  of  my  platoon  would  form 
the  combat  liaison  between  the  113th  and  the  116th  Infantries,  and  the  other 
section  the  combat  liaison  between  the  113th  and  the  101st  Infantries,  in  the 
battle  to  take  place  on  the  23rd.  One  platoon  from  Co.  F,  113th  Infantry, 
would  be  with  each  section.  The  battle  began  early  on  the  morning  of  the 
23rd  after  a  terrific  barrage  of  45  minutes  had  been  laid  down  by  our  artil 
lcry.  While  advancing  thru  the  ETRAYES  WOOD  the  113th  and  116th  In- 
fantries  lost  contact  and  there  was  an  opening  of  about  300  meters  between 
the  two  regiments.  We  tried  to  fill  it  with  the  machine  guns  and  the  infantry 
of  Company  F,  113th  Infantry,  and  in  doing  so  the  platoon  cf  infantry  be- 
came separated  from  its  commander  and  one  squad  of  the  machine  gun  sec- 
tion was  lost.  I  took  charge  of  this  squad  which  was  .1  men  and  a  corporal 
and  continued  forward.  There  was  much  machine  gun  fire  by  the  enemy  and 
in  our  advance  we  took  two  machine  guns  and  10  prisoners.  We  reached  the 
observation  tower  and,  knowing  the  objective  to  be  close  to  this  place,  sent 
out  a  patrol  of  two  men  who  found  out  that  the  113th  and  116th  Infantries 
had  not  vet  gained  contact.  A  runner  was  sent  back  with  this  information 
and  our  gun  was  mounted  near  the  observation  tower  in  the  ETRAYES 
WOOD.  The  other  section  was  between  the  113th  and  the  101st  Infantries 
and  liaison  was  sustained  between  the  two  regiments.  We  consolidated  our 
positions  and  liaison  was  established  during  the  day  between  the  113th  and 
116th  Infantries.  We  were  relieved  on  the  25th  by  the  113th  Infantry  Ma- 
chine Gun  Company  and  were  brought  to  the  rear. 

WAYDE  M.  GEOGHEGAN, 

1st  Lieut.  Inf.,  U.S.A. 
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• 
Recommend  that  whenever  a  machine  gun  company  is  operating  with  an 
infantry  organization  a  copy  of  all  maps  and  orders  furnished  to  infantry 
company  commanders  be  included  for  the  machine  gun  company  commander. 
A  machine  gun  officer  cannot  act  intelligently  unless  he  knows  exactly  what 
the  plans  of  the  infantry  are  and  knows  it  in  time  to  make  own  dispositions 
accordingly.  He  should  then  be  permitted  to  make  his  own  plans  with  a  view 
of  aiding  the  infantry  in  every  way  possible  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  general 
plan,  He  must  know  this  plan  at  least  as  soon  as  the  infantry  officers,  as 
bis  own  prepardnesa  require  fully  as  much  time  and  his  own  outfit  is  far  less 
mobile. 

E.  P.  WESTENHAVER, 

Captain,  Inf.,  U.S.A. 

**♦*♦# 

4th   November,   18. 
Report  of  Operation,  tnd  Platoon.,  Co.  C,  UJth  M.G.  Bn. 

The  following  i8  a  report  from  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  C,  111th  M.G.  Bn.,  2nd 
Lieut.    Fulton    G.    Turner,   commanding. 

October  S  and  10—ln  bivouac  on  COTE  DES  ROCHES  north  of  BAMOG- 
SVJ'X  and  CON8ENVOYE  ROAD.  Orders  received  2  A.M.  In  October  to 
enter  linos  and  support  F  Company,  2nd  Battalion,  U3th  Inf.  Moved  off 
about   dawn   going   southwest    until    reaching    BAMOGNEUX,    then    taking 

SAMOGNEUX-OBMONT   ROAD,  direction   north.      Enemy   shelled   valley   with 

U.K.  ami  gas  shells  (sneezing  gas).  All  wore  masks  for  approximately  10 
minutes.     Before  reaching  OBMONT   we  took   northwestern  route   for  about 

600     meters,     then     entered     woods     BB ABA  NT-SUB   MEU8E     taking     northern 

route  here.  Reported  to  Commanding  Officer,  V  Company,  113th  Infantry, 
about  II  o'clock.  Enemy  artillery  fire  Increased  after  18  o'clock  and  con- 
tinued through  fut  ujgbt.     Two  casualti 

October  it     Advanced  our  lines  about  500  meters  at   if,  o'clock  to  normal 

Objective  and   consolidated    our   positions  with   orders   to   hold.      Enemy    artillery 

and  machine  guns  active  during  afternoon  and  eight.     No  casualties, 

October  It    Machine  gun  snipers  very  active  directly  to  our  front.    Enemy 

artillery  active  at  intervals  during  the  day  and  night.  Enemy  planes  active. 
No  casualties. 

October  /•>'    Sniping  continued  on  both  flanks  and  to  our  immediate  front. 

Enemy   artillery    norma]    and    firing    in    our    rear.      \"o   casualties. 
October    11      Sector    apparently    quiff.       \o    casualties. 

October  IS     Enemy  heavily  shelled  woods  In  our  rear,  large  calibre  guni 

being  used.      Signalled    tO  our  own   artillery  that    was    falling  short.    This  caused 

i Hiemy  artillery  to  search  our  positions,  Dsing  mostly  gas  shells,  (chlorine  and 

picric;.       Wore    masks    half    an    hour    ami    cleared    gOS    from     P.O.    by    build 
fire   inside.      \'o   ensualt  ies. 

October  16  -Sniping  continued.    Artillery  normal  on  both  sides.     Received 
orders  to  deliver  harassing  tire  on  Hill  861  grid  bearing  26.8    82.2,    Enemy 

snipers  active   while  firing.      No  casualties. 

October    /'/      Sector   very  quiet   during  day  and    night.      \'o  casualties. 

October  ix-  -v  Company,  118th  fnf.,  was  relieved  by  Company  n,  L18th 

Inf.,  we  holding  our  same  positions.  Knemy  artillery  and  sniping  aHivc. 
Enemy  planes  Hew  low  over  our  lines,  firing  normal  on  both  sides  after  dark. 
No  casualties. 

October    19      At    dawn   enemy   machine  gUUS    on   our   right    Hank   ami    to   our 
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immediate  front  again  firing.  Ordered  stand  by  expecting  counter  attack. 
About  8  o'clock  firing  from  both  sides  quieted  down  and  sector  remained  ap- 
parently quiet  remainder  of  day  and  night.     No  casualties. 

October  20 — H  Company  was  relieved  by  E  Company,  113th  Infantry,  we 
holding  our  same  positions.  Weather  conditions  bad,  rain  and  lower  tempera- 
ture. Day  apparently  quiet.  Enemy  planes  flew  very  low  over  our  lines.  No 
sniping.     No  casualties. 

October  21 — Seven  men  to  hospital,  with    influenza    and    "trench    feet.' 
Enemy  snipers  active  around  dawn.     Six  Germans  were  seen  in  RAVINE  300 
meters  to  our  left  front.     Infantry  and  machine  gun  fire  were  played  on  this 
point.     Remainder  of  day  quiet.     At  night  enemy  shelled  our  back  areas.     No 
casualties. 

October  22 — Entire  day  and  night  quiet.     No  casualties. 
October  23 — Received  orders  to  drop  back  400  meters  from  present  position 
in  MOLLEVILLE  WOODS  for  troops,  safety  when  our  bombardment  started 
at  5:30  o'clock.     Shelling  on  both  sides  heavy,  both  using  large  calibre  guns. 
Returned   to  old   position  at   11:30  o'clock.     One   casualty. 

October  24 — Sector  apparently  quiet.  No  sniping.  Friendly  plane  flew 
over  enemy  lines.  Company  E  relieved  by  Company  F,  101st  Inf.  and  on  night 
of  24-25  Oct.  2nd  Platoon  Mustard — 3  was  relieved  by  Machine  Gun  Co.,  114th 
Infantrv.      No   casualties  on   this   date. 

FULTON  G.  TURNER, 
2nd  Lieut.,  Co.  C,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

4   November,   IS. 
Report   of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  C,  111th  M.G.  Co. 

Following  18  a  report  of  operations  of  the  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  C,  111th  M.G. 
Bn.,  Lt.  William  EL  Buechner,  Commanding. 

20  Qcft — Orders  received  by  company  to  move  forward.  Started  at 
;;:()()  A.M.  and  proceeded  from  SAMOGNEUX  along  road  running  from 
SAMOGNEUX  through  OEMONT  PABM.  Arrived  at  point  26.90—79.10 
and  turned  to  left  stopping  in  valley  behind  BOIS  BRABAXT-SUR-MEUSE. 
At  11  A.M.  order  received  that  3rd  Platoon  (V.  C,  111th  M.G.  Bn.  should  move 
forward  and  support  Company  E,  113th  Inf.  Proceeded  northward  through 
woods  until  objective  was  reached,  and  there  consolidated  with  Company  E. 
Great  deal  of  enemy  aerial  activity.  Enemy  artillery  fairly  active,  increasing: 
its  intensity  throughout  the  night.  Evening  enemy  machine  gun  very  active. 
Two   casualties  this  night,  cause   II. E. 

lt  Oct,— Enemy  artillery  and  airplanes  active  throughout  the  day.  At 
dusk  Co.  K,  113th  Inf.  moved  forward  to  keep  in  communication  with  3rd 
Battalion,  lV'Uh  Inf.  Company  II  and  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  C,  111th  Machine  Gun 
Battalion' moved  forward  to  support  Company  E.  Arrived  at  destination  and 
could  not  find  Company  E.  Company  II  consolidated  the  ground  supported 
bv    2nd    Platoon   Co.    C,    11 1th    Machine   Gun    Bn.      Six   casualties    this   night, 

* 

cause,  U.K. 

Lg   ()ct,—.U  Company   located   on   our     right    flank,    extending    its    line    to 

the   left  and  connecting  up  with  Company  F.     Company  II   again   in  support 

and  machine  gun  platoon  consolidated  ground  with  Company  E.     Two  machine 

guns  placed  on  each  flank.     Replacements  received  consisting  of  one  section, 

1st   Platoon  and  one  gun.     Enemy  artillery  fire  very  intense.     Enemy  sniping 

with  machine  guns  and  one  pounders  or  similar  weapons. 
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13  Oct. — Enemy  artillery  fire  abating.  His  one  pounders  and  machine 
guns  very  active. 

14  Oct. — Enery  artillery  fire  still  abating.  One  pounders  and  machine 
guns  still  active.     One  casualty  on  this  day,  cause  shrapnel. 

15,  16,  17  and  IS  Oct — Enemy  artillery  fire  fairly  active. 

19  Oct. — Stood  to  on  this  morning  in  view  of  a  counter  attack  which 
did  not  materialize.     Enemy  machine  guns  exceedingly  active. 

20  and  01  Oct.— The  two  guns  on  right  flank  of  E  Company's  line  re- 
placed by  a  section  from  26th  Division. 

22  Oct. — Moved  into  new  position  in  support  of  Company  E,  113th  Inf., 
at  4  A.M.  near  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  In  view  of  attack  on  morning  of  23 
withdrew  to  crest  of  hill  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Men  made  to 
dig  in. 

23  Oct. — Attack  started  as  acheduled.  No  casualties  in  3rd  Platoon  in 
Company  C,  111th  Machine  Gun  Battalion.  Moved  down  to  former  position 
near   MOLLEVILLE  FARM  at   14  o'clock. 

24  Oct. — Enemy   artillery   and   airplanes  fairly   active. 

25  and  20 — Believed  on  this  -late  by  Machine  Gun  Company,  114th 
Inf.      Moved   west   until   road   was  reached   which   runs   north    from   BRABANT 

through  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Proceeded  along  road  through  BBABANT 
thence  to  8AMOGNEUX. 

WILLIAM    II.   BUECHNEB, 
LJnd  Lieut.,  Co.  <\  Lllth  M.G.  Bn. 

♦  *#*♦# 

OPEBATIONS    HIJ'OHT   OF   CO.    1>.    111TE    M.G.    BATTALION. 

1.    Operations    n-port    of   part    taken    by   I  "<».    I),    lllth    M.<L    Bn.    in    their    re 

cent  engagements! 

I  took  eomrnaiKl  of  tin-  Company  on  Oct.  18.    The  company  was  iii  bivoi 
at  8AMOGNEUX. 

2ist   Oct. — On    the  0UX   the   company   marched    to    MOLLEVILLE    BOI8 
to  lay  guns  for  a  barrage  to  asms!  the  advance  of  the   L13th  and    L14th   In 
fantry  Regiments.     The  attack  was  postponed  and  the  company  was  ordei 
back  to  8AMOGNET7X,  where  it  arrived  al  midnight. 

22i"i  Oct.  The  company  returned  to  MOLLEVILLE  BOIfi  al  noon  and 
prepared  for  the  attack  ot  the  following  day.    The  company  was  divided  into 

the   first    plafoen    of   five   gum    uruler    2nd    Lieut.    I'arker    T.    A  in-arrow,   ami    the 

eond   platoon  under  2nd   Lieut,  Noel  8.  Franklin. 
23r<i  Oct.— A  creeping  barrage  vai  laid  down  by  firing  on  a  line  in  fronl 
of  our  attacking  troopa  and  swing  to  the  right. 

Firing  was  commenced  al  *i:if>  o'clock  by  the  first  platoon.  At  6:85  o'clock 
the  first  platoon  ceased  fire  and  waa  taken  oul  of  action  to  cover  the  rear, 
At  6:35  o'clock  the  second  platoon  opened  fin-  and  fired  until  7:05  o'clock; 

this   platoon    was    then    taken    out    of   action    to   cover.      The    barrage    was    then 

taken  up  by  Company  A,  Hith  M.n.  Bn.  Our  positions  were  shelled  'luring 
the  firing  but  no  casualties  resulted.  The  Company  lefl  the  woodi  at  tin-.. 
O'clock  and   returned   to   SAMOGNEUX. 

04th  06th.  — Beorganization  and  cleaning  of  equipmenl  took  place. 

2(;tu, — Engaged  fcn  police    and    salvage    work    between    HAUMOXT    and 

front  lines. 

27t,h. At   19:00  O'clock   we  preparer!   to  relieve  a  machine  «tin  company   ill 

the  lines. 
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28th.— Marched  from  SAMOGNEUX  at  2:30  o'clock  and  relieved  the  ma- 
chine gun  company  of  the  114th  Infantry  which  was  in  position  to  a,ssist  the 
1st  Battalion  of  the  114th  Infantry. 

30th. — On  the  30th  the  company  was  relieved  by  the  machine  gun 
company  of  the  315th  Infantry  and  marched  to  SAMOGNEUX. 

NORMAN  P.  WHITE, 

Captain,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

****** 

Report  of  Operations,   1st  Platoon,   Co.  D,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

4  November,  18. 

1.  Operations  report  of  part  taken  by  1st  Platoon,  Co.  D,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 
in   the   recent   engagements. 

10th,—  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

1  lth.— Left  COTE  DES  ROCHES  at  daylight  and  proceeded  north 
on  road  and  halted  near  HAUMOXT  for  a  few  hours.  Proceeded  forward  to 
take  up  positions  on  Recount  of  heavy  enemy  bombardment  on  them.  Were 
ordered  to  stand  by  until  bombardment  ceased.  Upon  an  allied  plane  drop- 
ping stars  we  were  very  heavily  bombarded  by  high  explosives  and  shrapnel. 
Were  forced  to  retire  to  position  in  support  near  HAl'MOXT,  where  we  re- 
mained for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  In  this  bombardment  we  suffered  sev- 
eral  casualties  of  which  three   were  deaths. 

12th. — At  dawn  another  attempt  was  made  to  take  up  these  positions 
which  failed  for  similar  reasons  and  we  were  ordered  to  withdraw  to  SAMOG- 
Xi:rX.  Bring  unable  to  stay  on  the  road  near  HAUMOXT,  at  which  place 
we  were  near  the  positions  of  our  field  pieces,  we  remained  at  SAMOGNEUX 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  during  which  time  the  company  was  acting  as  a 
whole. 

13th. — Left  SAMOGNEUX  at  dawn  and  again  took  up  a  position  in 
support  near  HAUMOXT.  At  noon  on  this  date  the  first  and  third  platoons 
were  «Ombined  to  man  four  guns  ami  ordered  forward  under  my  command  to 
reinforce  Company  B  which  was  greatly  reduced  by  casualties.  Arrived  at 
P.C.  114th.  1st  Battalion  about  2  P.M.  Laid  a  four  gun  barrage  to  cover 
right  Hank  of  1st  Bn.,  114th,  which  was  then  exposed  and  remained  in  this 
position  until  noon  the   following  day  having  done  no  firing. 

Uth. — At  noon  of  this  date  this  platoon  proceeded  forward  to  Co.  0, 
114th,  Where  guns  were  placed  in  front  lines  to  aid  in  consolidating  positions 
and  protecting  exposed  right  rlank  where  they  remained  for  remainder  of  day. 

l.)th. —  Positions  unchanged. 

letk.— Relieved  at  3:30  o'clock  by  102nd  M.G.  Bn.  of  26th  Division 
and  proceeded  back  to  SAMOGNEUX  where  we  remained  in  reserve  during 
which   time   we   were   engaged   in   reorganizing  and  cleaning  equipment. 

lytfc — Remained   in   reserve  cleaning  equipment   and  reorganizing. 

ISth  Dih.  £0th.— Conditions  unchanged;  engaged  in  work  as  in  pre- 
ceding dav. 

W«t.— -Left  SAMOGNEUX  for  the  MOLLEVILLE  BOIS  at  noon 
to  lav  guns  for  a  barrage  to  protect  advance  of  113th  and  116th  Infantry  on 
morning  of  22n,l.  Attack  was  postponed  at  which  time  we  proceeded  back  to 
SAMOGNEUX    arriving    at    midnight. 

22)\d.— Proceeded  for  same  positions  in  MOLLEVILLE  BOIS  at  noon  for 
same  purpose  as  proceeding  (lay.  Guns  were  laid  and  everything  made  ready 
for  attack   on   following  morning. 
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23rd. — Guns  manned  at  6:00  o'clock  and  commenced  firing  at  6:10 
o'clock  which  continued  until  6:35.  Our  position  was  heavily  bombarded  but 
our  casualties  were  light.  Went  out  of  action  at  6:45  at  which  time  men  and 
equipment  were  put  in  cover  in  trench  system  in  MOLLEVTLLE  BOIS  at 
noon  in  small  detachments  for  SAMOGNEUX  and  entire  platoon  was  back  at 
dark. 

24th. — Reorganizing  and  cleaning  equipment. 

25th. — Reorganizing  and   cleaning  equipment. 

26th. — Engaged  in  police  and  salvage  work  between  HAUMONT  and 
front  lines. 

2"/th. — Order  received  at  7  P.M.  to  prepare  men  and  equipment  to 
mcve  immediately.  This  having  been  done,  orders  were  received  that  we  would 
move  at  2:30  A.M.  on  next  morning. 

28th. — Proceeded  forward  to  relieve  machine  gun  company,  114th  In- 
fantry at  2:30  A.M.  which  was  greatly  reduced  by  gas  casualties.  Relieved 
this  company  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYB  during  the  morning  where  we  re- 
mained for  remainder  of  day. 

29th. — Were  relieved  by  a  machine  gun  company  of  the  79th  Division  dur- 
ing the  afternoon  after  which  we  proceeded  to  our  reserve  positions  near 
SAMOGNEUX. 

80th. — Adorning  spent  in  preparation  to  moving  to  rear.  Left  SAMOG- 
NETJX  for  Nicl  barracks  near  VERDUN  at  4:00  o'clock  arriving  at  ^-.00 
o  'clock. 

PARKER  T.  a: W ARROW, 

2nd    Lieut.]    0.S.    Infantry. 

"Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  Z>,  n\tu  M.O.  />'/<. 

i   November,   18. 

1.  Operations  report  of  pari  taken  by  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  I),  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

10th.— Arrived  a1  COTE  DE8  ROCHES. 

11th.— Left    COTE    DES    ROCHES    early    in    the    morning    to    take    up 

positions   of   the    1  1  4th    Inf.      The  Himiv    bombardment    was   so   heavy   that    tin- 

company  was  unable  to  arrive  at  their  position.     During  the  bombardment  the 

2nd    Platoon    lost    two    mules    killed    by    shrapnel. 

t&thi — The  morning  Of  this  date  another  unmiwcMMfifl  attempt  wis 
made   to  take   Qp    position.      The  enemy   plane!   were   so   active   thai    ns   soon    as 

movement  started  ire  were  observed  and  drew  artillery  fire. 

/.///,.    -This     was     the     first     day     thai     my     platoon     acted     u«    :•     separate 

unit.    Early  in  the  afternoon  we  advanced  by  iquadi  to  the  P.O.  of  the  ist 

Bn,,    114th    Inf.      The   platoon   arrived    without   goffering  casualties.      As  soon    ftfl 

night  fell  my  platoon  took  position  in  the  front  line  In  support  of  A,  0,  and 
H  Companies,  114th  inf.  During  the  night  a  strong  enemy  patrol  same  upon 
one  of  the  infantry  positions  and  attempted  to  advance  further,    The  2nd  gun 

Squad  opened  tire  and  assisted  tie-  infantry  in  repelling  the  attack;  on  thin 
occasion   the   enemy   used   a    large    number   of    flares. 

/////.  The  platoon  still  occupied  their  positions  in  the  front  line.  During 
the  night  it  rained  making  it  rery  uncomfortable  for  the  men  had  no  dugouts 
and  packs  had  not  been  brought  to  the  position, 

/.;//,  „_Knin    continued    making    it    harder   each    hour    to    remain    in    position, 

^/j,—Believed  by  L02nd  II.O.  Bn.  of  the  20th  Division.     Upon  being  re 

Moved   the   platoon   reported   tO   SAMOGNEUX   tO   wait    in   reserve. 
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7.7th. — The  platoon  was  reorganized,  equipment  cleaned  and  everything 
made  ready  for  action. 

18th-20th. — The  same  condition  prevailing  as  on  the  17th. 

21st. — The  company  acting  as  a  whole  took  a  barrage  position  in 
MOLLETVILLE  BOIS  to  assist  the  advance  of  the  113th  and  116th  Inf.  The 
movement  was  postponed  so  the  company  reported  back  to  SAMOGNEUX. 

22nd.— Reported  to  position  in  MOLLEVILLE  BOIS  in  the  afternoon  to 
assist  in  the  attack  of  the  23rd. 

23rd. — After  the  first  platoon  had  completed  their  firing  the  2nd 
platoon  fired  on  schedule  from  6:35  to  7:05.  After  the  firing  we  withdrew  to 
deep  trenches  to  await  an  opportunity  to  return  to  SAMOGNEUX.  By  3:00 
o  'clock  the  artillery  started  a  slower  rate  of  fire — this  permitted  the  men  to 
return  to  SAMOGNEUX. 

24tli-25th. — The  company  was  in  reserve  so  we  used  this  opportunity  to 
reorganize  and  put  equipment  in  the  best  of  condition. 

26th. — in  the  afternoon  the  platoon  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  2nd 
Battalion,  113th  Inf.  doing  salvage  duty. 

27th. — Received  orders  to  relieve  immediately  the  M.G.  Co.,  114th  Infantry. 
Everything  was  prepared  to  advance  when  the  movement  was  postponed  until 
the  following  morning  at  2  A.M. 

28th. — My  platoon  was  assigned  to  relieve  the  remainder  of  the  ma- 
chine gun  company  114th  Inf.  The  .position  we  occupied  was  in  the  front 
line  covering  a  gap  between  the  1st  Bn.,  114th  Inf.  and  the  26th  Division  on 
t  lie  right.  At  the  time  we  took  position  the  infantry  units  were  pushing  out- 
posts into  position  to  fill  the  gap.  During  the  day  enemy  planes  were  very 
active,  flying  low  to  the  ground  and  making  a  thorough  reconnaissance  of  our 
positions. 

Beport  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  D,  111th  Machine  Gun  Battalion. 
lid,  Oct.— The  3rd  Platoon  under  the  direction  of  First  Sergeant  Phillip 
J.  Ehrhardt  proceeded  from  the  vicinity  of  SAMOGXEUX-BRAS  road  up 
the  BOIS  D'HAl'MOXT  road,  where  the  entire  company  was  held  in  reserve, 
waiting  for  orders.  Proceeded  with  the  company  to  take  up  position  at  10 
(/clock.  An  allied  plane  dropping  stars  brought  a  heavy  bombardment  of 
Shrapnel  and  high  explosives  forcing  us  to  retire.  During  this  bombardment 
the    platoon    Buffered    several   casualties.     The   remainder   of  the  platoon   was 

merged  into  the  first  and  second  platoons. 

NORMAN  P.  WHITE, 

Capt.,  Co.  D,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 

HEADQUARTERS   58TH   INFANTRY  BRIGADE,   AMERICAN 
EXPEDITIONARY    FORCES,   FRANCE. 

9   November,   1918. 

From:  Commanding  Officer,  58th   Infantry  Brigade. 

To:  Commanding  General,  29th   Division. 

Subject:      Report  of  Operations,  Oct.  8th   to  29th,  1918. 

8  October,  1918. 
The   58th    Infantry   Brigade   under   command   of   Colonel   V.    A.    Caldwell 
and   under   orders   of   18th   Division    (French)    attacked   enemy  on  heights  to 
east    of   MEUSE  north   of   SAMOGNEUX   and   BRABANT.     The   attack,   a 
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surprise    without    artillery   preparation,   commenced    5:00    o'clock,   8    October, 
1918.     The  jump  off  line  paralleled  the  canal  of  the  MEUSE  extending  along 
the    road    from    SAMOGNEUX    to    BRABANT,    the   sector   limits    being    the 
RAVINE    D'HAUMONT    and    the   east   bank   of    the    MEUSE.      The    1  loth 
Infantry    and    116th    Infantry    on   the    left    and    right    respectively,    advanced 
each   with   a   battalion   in   front,   driving   the   enemy   rapidly  before  them  and 
reaching  their  objective  on  scheduled  time.     The  line  attained  was  along  the 
west  of  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE   from   80.4—23.8  to   81.0—24.2,  then 
southeast    to    the    crest    of    COTE    338    then    continuing    along    high    ground 
through    the   BOIS   DE    BRABANT-S-MEUSE   to    about    point    79.40—26.60. 
The    158th   Field   Artillery   Brigade    commenced   firing   without    previous    pre- 
paration  at  the  same  time  as  the  infantry  began   to  attack.     Their  covering 
barrage   waa   reported   as  excellent   by   the  advancing  troops.     The   artillery 
.-  etivity    continued    throughout    the    day.      The    58th   Brigade    advanced    about 
5   km.  during  the  attack.     The   L58th  F.A.  Brigade  moved  one  battalion   into 
a   forward  position   ncrth   of  SAMOGNEUX.     Our  troops   advanced   in   perfect 
formation,    completely    surprising    the    enemy,    captured    many    prisoners    and 
gained     their     objectives     with     slight   -casualties.       The     Corps     Commander 
(French)    wished   to  convey   his  congratulations  to   the  officers  and   men  of  the 
Brigade   for   their   brilliant   successes. 

9  October,   a>!8. 

The  line  attained  8  October  wafl  held  during  the  day  by  the  two  regiments 
and  the  machine  gun  battalions  of  the  58th  Brigade,  orders  not  contemplat- 
ing an  advance  beyond  it,  until  all  the  troops  of  divisions  on  our  rigW  and 
left  bar!  reached  theil  ohj.-ctivcs.  The  left  of  the  line  of  the  58th  Brigade 
(still  Operating  <'<s  a  part  of  the  18th  Division  (French)  rested  on  the  normal 
objective    while    to    the    right    it     was    refused    slightly    through    the    BOIS    DE 

(  OXSKWOVK  and  joined  thai  0*  the  French  in  that  sector.     The  Germans 

counterattacked  at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  but  were  imii.ediatel y  repuK«-l 
and  many  of  them  taken  prisoners.  About  1000  rifles,  mm-li  nmmiinitioii 
and  grenades,  fcWO  IS  CHI.  guna,  two  minnenwerfers,  an. I  one  77  mm.  two  anti- 
tank gtnttB  and  scores  of  machine  gUUfl  were  captured.  About  20  of  the  ma- 
chine  f,nms   were    put    into   action    by   our    troops. 

10  ()cl<>\,<r,    1918. 

The  58th  infantry  Brigade  resumed  its  advance  with  the  L25th  infantry 

on  the  left  an. I  110th  Inf.'intry  on  tin-  rfgW  and  attacked  at  6:00  o'clock  in 
the    morning    ID    Conjunction    with    the    38rd     Division    on    the    left,    in    order    to 

secure  the  BOIS  DE  CHATJME  and  take  the  BOIS  PLAT  OHENE,  the 
observation  point  at  BICHENE  and  the  MOLLBVTJJLB  PAB11    The  leading 

battalions  went,  forward  against  the  heavy  fir.-  from  machine  gnu  nests,  whi'-h 
were  systematically  reduced   by   our   artillery   tin-.      At    L4:25   o'clock   our   troops 

again  encountered  machine  ^nn  fire  forcing  them  to  fall  hack  on  the  BOIS 

DE  CONSENVOYE  ami  call  for  artillery  support  which  finally  enabled 
them  tO  advance.  At  the  end  of  the  flay  our  line  had  advanrr.l  to  RAVINE 
PLAT    CHENE    on    the    left     thence     eatt     to    a      point      100     meters     north     of 

BICHENE  then  bending  back  to  the  tenth  of  the  MOLLEVILLE  PABM 
clearing  and  extending  due  east  to  the  BAVINE  DE  MOLLBVTLLE. 

//  October,  1918* 

The    command    of    the    Division    with    the    exception    of    the    57th    hi  fruit  rj 
Brigade    paffed    from    the    L8th    Division    (French)    to    its    own    romn.amler    at 
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5:00  o'clock  this  morning.  The  advance  was  resumed  at  6:00  o'clock  with 
the  18th  French  Division  including  the  113th  Infantry  on  our  right.  The 
115th  Infantry  advanced  between  parallels  24  and  25  and  the  116th  Infantry 
between  parallels  25  and  26.  The  first  objective  of  exploitation  was  the  gen- 
eral line  24-82.8,  25-83.2,  26-82.9.  The  advance  encountered  intense 
machine  gun  and  artillery  fire.  The  enemy's  entire  front,  especially  along 
the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  was  infested  with  machine  gun 
nests,  whose  fire  covered  the  open  spaces  to  the  south.  Our  troops  after  ad- 
vancing across  the  open  ground  of  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing  were 
forced  to  fall  back  to  the  edge  of  the  wood.  At  9:30  o'clock  the  116th  In- 
iantry  was  held  up  along  the  edge  of  the  BOISSOIS  BOIS.  After  heavy 
fire  by  our  artillery  on  enemy  strong  points  the  infantry  resumed  its  advance. 
At  14:00  o'clock,  the  116th  Infantry  was  again  held  up  bv  enfilade  machine 
gun  fire  from  the  BULTRUY  BOIS  on  the  east  as  the  progress  of  the  18th 
Division  had  been  limited  to  the  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE.  There  was 
heavy  fighting  al^  afternoon.  A  strong  counter-attack,  at  a  point  where  the 
1 15th  and  116th  Infantry  joined,  was  repulsed.  At  the  end  of  the  day  our 
line  was  as  follows:  115th  Inf.  from  RAVINE  PLAT  CHENE  north  of 
RICHENE  HILL  then  southwest  along  the  MARLBROUCK  ROAD  follow- 
ing the  edge  of  the  woods  to  point  25.0—81.6;  the  116th  Infantry  joining 
the  115th  Infantry  at  this  point  continued  easterly  along  the  trail  to  point 
26.0—81.3  covering  the  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE.  The  Brigade  was 
ordered  to  dig  in  and  hold  this  line,  116th  Infantry  being  instructed  to  fall 
hack  after  dark  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  south  of  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM 
Clearing. 

12  October,  1918. 
The  58th  Brigade  having  received  orders  to  take  up  a  defensive  position 
and  organize  in  depth,  utilized  most  of  the  day  and  night  in  entrenching. 
While  entrenching  the  first  line  of  the  116th  Infantry  suffered  heavily  from 
artillery  fire.  At  noon  of  this  day  the  undersigned  assumed  command  of 
the  58th  Infantry  Brigade,  relieving  Colonel  V.  A.  Caldwell  who  was  trans- 
ferred  to   the   28th   Division. 

IS   October,   1918. 
The    line   of   the   58th    Brigade,    remained    unchanged   throughout   the    day. 
The   consolidation   of  the   position   was   continued    and   preparations   made   for 
a    further   advance. 

14   October,    1918. 

The  positions  along  the  whole  front  were  consolidated,  the  troops  re- 
organized and  reconnaissances  made  to  locate  and  determine  the  eneinv  line 
and  defensive  organization.  Plans  for  the  resumption  of  the  attack  to  carry 
the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  were  perfected.  Our  artillery 
and  machine  guns  carried  on  intermittent  harassing  fire  during  the  day. 
Counter  battery  work  by  our  artillery  was  carried  out  by  the  artillery  of 
the  17th  French  Corps.  Our  light  artillery  fired  on  machine  gun  nests  in 
the  woods  north  of  the  RAVINE  DE  LA  MOLLEVILLE  the  fire  being  ob- 
served by  officers  in  the  front  line.  The  58th  Infantry  Brigade  received  a 
concentrated  artillery  fire  on  its  front  lines,  with  a  very  intense  shelling 
over  their  rear  areas  early   in   the  evening. 

IS   October,   1918. 

Under  orders   from   the   17th   French   Corps   the   advance   was   resumed   on 
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this  date,  the  29th  Division  attacking  between  the  meridians  24  and  26, 
the  33rd  Division  advancing  on  the  left.  The  objective  assigned  to  the 
29th  Division  was  that  previously  ordered  in  the  attack  of  October  11th,  the 
essential  object  of  the  attack  being  the  capture  of  hill  375  in  the  BOIS  DE 
LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  The  58th  Infantry  Brigade  was  assigned  the 
mission  of  making  the  assault  within  the  divisional  sector.  The  115th  In- 
fantry (less  one  battalion,  retained  as  brigade  reserve),  was  ordered  to  ad- 
vance between  parallels  24  and  25  and  the  116th  Infantry  between  the  paral- 
lels 25  and  26.  H  hour  was  8:00  o'clock,  the  artillery  preparation  began 
at  H — 30  minutes  and  was  concentrated  principally  on  the  line  of  hostile 
defenses  north  of  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing  and  on  the  BUL- 
TRUY  BOIS.  The  116th  Infantry  was  ordered  in  the  interval  between  H — 
30  and  H  to  advance  its  assaulting  waves  across  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM 
clearing  and  as  near  our  artillery  preparation  fire  as  practicable.  This 
maneuver  was  successfully  accomplished  except  that  the  right  of  the  116tli 
was  delayed  by  flanking  machine  gun  fire  from  BULTRUY  WOOD  and  also 
by  the  German  counter  barrage.  The  exposure  of  the  right  flank  of  the 
b-igade  in  this  maneuver  was  anticipated,  as  the  BOIS  D'ETRAYES  and 
parts  of  the  BULTRUY  HOIS  were  still  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy. 
Liaison  was  maintained  with  the  extended  line  of  the  57th  Brigade  on  the 
right,  but  under  the  existing  situation,  the.  Corps  was  unable  to  extend  a 
strong  attack  farther  to  the  right.  It  was  therefore  the  mission  of  the  29th 
Division  and  consequently  of  the  oSth  Infantry  Brigade  to  carry  its  0DJ6C 
the   in   spite   of   the   exposure   of   its   righl    Hank    (Copy    of    Field    Order    No.    1*  I 

attached).    At  10;25  the  leading  battalion  of  the  noth  Inf.  crossed  the  road 

running  east  and  west  along  the  southern  border  of  HOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE 
MONTAGNE    on    which    liar   enemy    machine    guns    had    been    extremely    active. 

Our  troops  continued  the  advance  well  into  the  woods  to  a  line  along  paral- 
lel   82.4    Where   they  dug    is    for   the    night.      50    prisoners    were    reported    by   this 

regiment  during  the  afternoon.    The  1 15th  Inf.,  on  tin-  left,  commenced  the 

attack   ;it    8:00  o '(dock   with  their   line   in   a   prolongation   of   tli.it    <f   the    L16th. 

The  attack  met  with  intense  machine  gun  and  a  heavy  artillery  fire  some< 
what  retarding  the  advance  until  tin-  machine  gun  nests  could  be  cleaned  out. 
The  left  of  the  line  was  obscured  in  fog.     Tin-  Anal  line  late  In  the  after 

noon    joined    the    1 16th    Infantry   at    25-  82.4    on    the    right    and    was    refused    at 
the    center    to    24.5—82.3    on    account    of    a    ravinr.      The    Ief1    was    drawn    back 
to  24 — 82  to  perfect   the   liaison   with   tin-  88rd    Division   on    that    Hank.      The  en 
tire    brigade,    because   of   Indications   Of    hostile   strength    on    the    right    in    BOIS 

D'ETBAYESj   dug   In   and   consolidated    their   positions   for   the   night,   the 

brigade    reserve    being    placed    at    the    disposal    of    the    CO.,     110th     Infantry. 

u;  October,  1919. 

The  58th  Brigade,  under  orders  from  the  Division  Commander  resumed 
the  attack  commenced  on  the  tStk,  The  IHifh  Infantry  advanced  to  the  at 
tack  from  their  line  in  the  south  of  BOIN  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE 
at  9:30  after  an  artillery  propnrat ion  of  .''.0  minutes.  Although  the  enemy 
artillery  was  somewhat  diminished,  many  machine  gun  nests  were  encountered 
and  cleaned  out  during  the  progress.  Our  troops  wont  forward  steadily  uu 
der  our  artillery  barrage,  advancing  with  five  companies  in  line,  and  reached 
their  objective  at  all  points.  A  light  counter  attack  was  repulsed.  The  LI 5th 
Infantry  in  conjunction    with   the    110th   on    their   right,   advanced    at    the  same 
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hour  under  a  heavy  flanking  artillery  fire  by  the  enemy  from  the  direction 
of  the  BOIS  D'ETRAYES.  By  noon  the  front  line  had  been  pushed  ahead 
500  meters,  except  in  the  center,  where  the  line  encircled  a  ravine.  At  13:45 
the  regiment  had  reached  the  objective  on  the  left  and  was  in  liaison  with 
the  adjoining  troops  of  the  33rd  Division.  The  center  was  slightly  refused, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  terrain;  while  the  right  was  advancing  steadily. 
By  18:55  the  brigade  had  reached  a  strong  defensive  position  approximately 
on  the  line  of  the  prescribed  objective;  the  line  was  dug-in  at  about  24.0 — 
82.7,  25.0—83.0,  25.6—82.6,  25.7—82.2,  25.8—82.1,  and  protective  barrages 
were  arranged  with  the  artillery.  Liaison  throughout  the  advance  was  ex- 
ceptionally good.  The  Germans  depended  chiefly  on  their  machine  gun  nests 
for  their  resistance.  Our  barrage  preparatory  to  the  attack  was  reported 
by  the  infantry  as  excellent. 

17  October,   1918. 

The  day  in  g^ieral  was  comparatively  inactive,  with  intermittent  fire 
throughout  the  day  by  our  artillery.  The  front  line  of  the  116th  Infantry 
faced  the  northeast  in  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  covering 
hill  375.  The  115th  Infantry  dug  in  approximately  along  the  FIRST  EX- 
PLOITATION OBJECTIVE  between  parallels  24  and  25.  Their  line  includ- 
ing LES  RAPPS  and  the  RAVINE  DE  MOYEMONT,  is  refused  on  the  ex- 
treme left  to  join  the  33rd  Division.  The  Brigade  had  thus  taken  up  a  strong 
position  along  a  line  gained  by  hard  fighting  in  the  previous  day,  and  the 
troops  were  reorganized  after   10  days  of  severe  gruelling. 

18  October,  1918. 

The  Infantry  were  comparatively  inactive.  The  115th  and  116th  Infantry, 
taking  every  advantage  of  the  clear  weather,  continued  the  organization  of 
their  sector  and   improved  their  conditions  greatly. 

.       19  October,  1918. 

The  day,  as  regards  fighting,  was  inactive.  The  116th  Infantry,  holding 
C.B.  MOLLKVJLLK  on  the  right  and  the  115th  Infantry  C.R.  RICHENE  on 
the  left.     Both  regiments  continued  their  preparations  for  defense. 

20  October,  1918. 

Exceptionally  quiet  along  our  entire  front.  Reorganization  of  units  and 
strengthening.'  of  the  position  continued  satisfactorily.  The  Germans  continued 
their  sniping.  Occasional  short  bursts  came  from  machine  guns  apparently 
located  east  of  the  cross  road  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  BOIS  DE  LA 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  A  test  barrage  was  laid  down  by  our  artillery  at  11 
o'clock,  lasting  for  four  minutes.  Most  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 
The  P.C.,  115th  Infantry,  and  battalion  P.C 's  on  RICHENE  hili  received 
special  attention  from  the  German  artillery.  The  Corps  scheme  for  an  attack 
on  the  BOTS  D'ETRAYES  was  communicated  from  Divisional  Headquarters. 
Preliminary  reconnaissances  were  made  and  plans  for  the  attack  prepared. 

tl-gg  October,  1918. 

Very  quiet  except  for  continued  harassing  fire  of  artillery.  The  33rd  Divi- 
sion   was    relieved   by   the    15th   Colonial   Division    during   the   night   of   20-21 

October,  19*8. 

23  October,  1918. 

The  58th  Infantry  Brigade  executed  the  attack  ordered  in  Field  Orders 
No.  27  hereto  attached.     The   115th  Infantry  came  under  heavy  shell  fire  and 
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suffered  heavy  casualties.  Later,  under  the  resistance  of  machine  gun  nests, 
it  attained  its  covering  objective,  except  on  the  extreme  rignt.  Reports  indi- 
cated that  the  attack  of  the  116th  Infanry  had  been  held  up  in  the  RAVINE 
D'ETRAYES  notwithstanding  an  aeroplane  report  that  at  10:55  o'clock 
troops  had  exposed  their  panels  on  the  prescribed  objective  throughout.  The 
facts  explaining  these  contradictory  reports  are  as  follows:  The  leading 
waves  of  the  116th  Infantry  comprising  two  companies  of  the  2nd  Battalion 
followed  the  barrage  and  attained  a  line  substantially  on  the  objective.  The 
two  support  companies  were  caught  in  the  hostile  counter  barrage  and  were 
held  up  long  enough  for  the  Germans  to  man  their  machine  guns  and  other 
elements  of  resistance  in  the  BOIS  D'ETRAYES  RAVINE.  The  result  was 
that  this  area  was  not  mopped  up.  In  the  meantime  the  battalion  commander 
lost  liaison  with  his  two  leading  companies,  and  all  reports  transmitted  to  the 
rear  indicated  that  the  assault  was  held  up.  By  nightfall  of  the  23rd  a  re- 
port was  received  that  both  regiments  of  the  brigade  were  on  the  prescribed 
objectives. 

24  October,  1018. 
The  report  of  last  night  above  referred  to  proved  to  be  inaccurate,  as  the 
116th  Infantry  had  not  succeeded  in  attaining  the  east  and  west  line  pre- 
scribed as  its  objective  on  the  north.  However,  the  topographical  objective 
was  attained,  that  is  the  hill  301  in  the  BOIS^I)  'ETBAYES  and  the  saddle 
and  ridge  extending  from  hill  361  to  hill  375  in  the  BOIS  I)E  LA  GEANDE 
M.ONTAGNE.  The  Brigade,  greatly  depleted  in  strength,  now  occupied  o  line 
more  than  three  kilometers  in  length  and  measures  were  taken  to  strengthen 

this  line  and    hold   it. 

tr,  October,  1918. 
Our  troops  contained  the  digging-in;  and  the  organization  of  the  positions 
in  depth,  Resisted  by  a  company  of  divisional  engineers.    Enemy  artillery  very 
much  decreased  in  activity,    Oceasiona]  burets  on  our  rear  areas.    Our  troops 
on  the  right  digging-in  under  extremely  heavy  machine  gun  fire. 

2C  October,  1918. 
The  strengthening  and  organization  of  our  position  continue. I. 

27  October,  1918. 
In  general  there  was  little  fighting  in  our  sector.    The  work  of  strengthen- 
ing our  positions  was  continued  along  the  whole  front  according  to  plan  laid 

out. 

2S  October,   V)1X     .30  October,   1918. 
The    Brigade    Was    relieved    by    the    310th    Infantry    and    the    114th    Infantry 

as  prescribed  in  Field  Order  \'o.  29,  hereto  attached. 

J.    McA.    I'ALMKH. 

Colonel,  General  stair. 

HRADQTJABTKB8,  MVB  INFANTRY   BRIGADE,  AMEBICAN   EXPBD1- 

TIONABT  POBCES,  fkanck. 

23  December,  1918. 
From:        Commanding  Officer,  58th  Infantry   Brigade,  American   K.v. 
To:  Commanding  General,  29th   Division,  American   k.   P.,  Prance. 

Subject:     Report  at  Operations  North  of  Verdun. 

1.    Ah  directed   in   letter   from   the  Chief  of   Staff,  dated    1$   December,    1918, 


118  29TH  DIVISION 

I  am  submitting  herewith  an  account  of  the  operations  of  this  Brigade  be- 
tween October  8th  and  October  29th,  1918,  including  notes  on  supply  and  am- 
munition. This  paper  should  be  considered  in  connection  with  "Report  of 
Operations,  Octpber  8th  to  29th,  1918,"  submitted  9th  November,  1918,  in 
which  a  journal  of  operations  of  the  Brigade  was  presented  with  copies  of  the 
tactical  orders. 

Since  the  latter  part  of  August,  1918,  the  object  of  the  17th  A.C.,  (French) 
had  been  to  deceive  the  enemy  as  to  the  place  where  the  principal  attack  of 
the  1st  Army  would  be  made  and  to  give  the  impression  that  it  would  be  made 
on  the  right  bank  of  the  MEUSE.  As  a  result,  the  enemy  had  brought  up  re- 
serves and  concentrated  artillery  to  oppose  this  anticipated  advance,  (see  Op- 
erations of  17th  A.C.,  pp.  1-4) .  The  heights  of  the  MEUSE  presented  formid- 
able natural  obstacles  to  an  attack,  and  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Ger- 
mans for  more  tha^i  two  years,  during  which  time  they  had  strengthened  it  by 
the  construction  of  the  following  positions:  "  BRABAXTER, ' ■  "  HAGEN, " 
"VOLKER,"  "ETZEL,"  "GISELHER,"  (the  latter  only  partially  com- 
pleted), and  "KRIEMHILD." 

Therefore,  the  plan  for  the  attack  was  a  daring  one,  involving  the  move- 
ment of  two  Regiments  unfamiliar  with  the  country  over  a  shell  swept  roads 
into  the  jump-off  positions,  which  were  in  "No  Man's  Land"  and  on  ground 
with  little  or  no  cover,  exposec^to  shell  fire.  The  plan  also  called  for  the  cross- 
ing of  the  MEUSE  by  a  Regiment  from  the  33rd  Division  in  daylight  over  a 
foot  bridge  subject  to  artillery  fire.  The  movements  were  successfully  carried 
out  during  the  night  of  7-8  October,  and  the  attack  was  a  complete  surprise. 
Advancing  under  cover  of  our  own  artillery  barrage,  the  first  three  enemy 
positions  were  soon  taken.  There  had  been  a  passage  of  lines  on  the  Inter- 
mediate Objective,  and  the  fresh  battalions  successfully  cleaned  out  the  ma- 
chine gun  nests  in  the  southern  part  of  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  ami 
BRAUANT-SUR-MEUSE.  One-pounders  proved  of  value  during  the  advance 
in  the  open,  one  gun  discovering  and  destroying  a  machine  gun  at  50  yards. 
However,  in  this  last  advance  laison  between  the  different  units  was  lest. 
Flanks  were  refused  and  the  lines  dug  in  for  the  night,  somewhat  to  the  south 
of  the  Normal  Objective. 

Marly  in  the  morning  the  counter  attack  took  place,  the  102nd  Saxons  doing 
most  of  the  fighting  against  the  Brigade  front.  The  enemy's  knowledge  of 
the  location  of  our  lines  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  their  artillery  to  give  any 
assistance,  and  the  attack  was  easily  broken  up.  During  the  first  day's  fight- 
ing a  number  of  heavy  machine  guns  and  Lewis  guns  had  been  oaptured  with 
quantities  of  ammunition,  and  some  of  these  were  used  effectively  in  repulsing 
the  counter  attack.  (More  of  our  men  should  have  been  instructed  in  the  use 
of  German  machine  guns,  as  every  advance  resulted  in  the  capture  of  guns  and 
large  quantities  of  ammunition,  which  could  have  been  used  at  times  when  it 
was  difficult  or  impossible  to  get  enough  ammunition  for  our  own  guns). 

On  the  10th  October,  the  advance  was  resumed  without  artillery  prepara- 
tion or  assistance.  The  3d  Battalion,  115th  Infantry,  on  the  left  flank,  en- 
countered severe  machine  gun  fire  from  the  southwest  edge  of  the  woods  on 
R1CHENE  HILL.  Upon  the  advice  of  the  artillery  liaison  officer  with  the 
battalion,  the  line  was  withdrawn  slightly  and  a  15  minute  concentration 
called  for  from  the  supporting  Regiment  of  75  's.     The  opposing  machine  guns 
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were  located  in  shallow  pits  with  no  protection  against  artillery,  and  their 
casualties  were  very  heavy.  Also  the  moral  effect  was  great.  This  was  shown 
by  the  fact  that  when  the  artillery  ceased  and  the  advance  began  again  our 
men  met  with  little  opposition  as  they  advanced  over  RICHENE  HILL.  In 
the  dugouts  underneath  the  large  observation  posts  and  on  the  north  slope  of 
the  hill  hundreds  of  Austrians  and  Germans  had  sought  shelter  and  were 
easily  made  prisoners.  The  1st  Battalion,  115th  Infantry,  encountered  many 
machine  gun  nests  during  its  advance  but  by  infiltration  succeeded  in  pushing 
forward  its  line  to  within  about  200  meters  of  the  tramway.  It  was  found 
that  frequently  machine  £uns  could  be  captured  by  a  sudden  rush  just  after  a 
long  burst  of  fire,  while  the  belts  were  being  changed.  Chauchats  were  de- 
pended upon  foT  covering  fire,  while  V.B 's.  were  used  but  little  at  this  time. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  French  ammunition  was  used  in  the  Chauchats  there 
was  apt  to  be  a  shortage  in  Chauchat  ammunition  which  could  not  be  replen- 
ished from  the  bandoliers  of  the  riflemen.  This  difficulty  would  not  exist  were 
the  Chauchats  replaced  by  BroVnings. 

On  the  lltjt  October,  the  Brigade  came  once  more  under  the  command  cf 
its  own  Division  Commander.  The  first  attack  on  the  GRANDE  MONTAGXK 
on  October  llth  was  a  failure  as  the  machine  gun  fire  from  the  southern  edge 
of  the  wood  showed  the  artillery  preparation  was  insufficient  and  there  was 
also  intense  enfilading  machine  tfun  fire  coming  from  BTJLTBUY  HOIS  on 
the   right    flank. 

On  the  15th  the  attack  was  resumed,  this  time  after  a  heavy  preliminary 
bombardment  of  the  defenses  around  tin-  cross  and  in  the  southern  edge  of 
the  woods  north  of  MOLLTVI LLK  FA  KM  clearing.  Lighl  and  heavy  artil- 
lery, light  and  heavy  trench  mortars,  one  pound,  is,  ami  machine  guns  were 
all  used.  One  battery  of  75'a  assigned  to  the  115th  Infantry  had  taken  up  a 
position  in  the  Dcrthern  edge  of  BOI880I8  BOI8  and  helped  with  direct  fibre 
at.  less  than   1,000  meters  range.     The  attach  captured  the  southern  part   <»f 

the    woods    but    could    not    progress    far   owing    to    the   many    machine   tfUn    nests, 

which  even  the  heavy   bombardment   had  uol   silenced.     Also  the   right   flank 

vas  still  subject    to  enfilading   fire   from   both   machine  tfims  and   artillery. 

The  open  formations  used  in  advances  in  the  open  under  artillery  fire  gave 

place  during  the   WOOd   fighting    /when   tie-   necessity    for   protection    from   arlil 
lery  fire  diminished   and   the   necessity   for  fire   power  from  rifles   increased  |    to  a 
system    of   fighting    W  hich    more   closely    H  -<  mbh-d    a    skirmish    line       During    the 

night  of  the  tsth  October  the  Brigade  Reserve  (2d  Bn.,  11 5th  inf.)  vas  put 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Commanding  Officer,  116th  infantry,  for  the  resumption 
of  the  attack  on  the  GRANDE  MLONTAGNE.     Accordingly  the  gape  In  the 

line  (which  bfld  developed  at  the  intervals  between  men  were  contracted  din- 
ing the  wood  fighting)  were  filled  up.  The  next  morning  the  attack  vas  re 
sumed  and  out  tinea  were  pushed  forward  about  BOO  meters,  although  the  Gei 

manfl  had  sent  reinforcements  into  the  line.  Rifles  were  used  but  little,  it  be 
Dig  hard  tO  discover  the  exact    h cation   of  the  numerous  machine  gU9    |>its   With 

both  puna  and  gunners  cleverly  camouflaged.  Covering  fire  wan  supplied  bj 
spraying  with  Chauchat*  the  woods  in  the  general  direction  of  the  hostile  fire. 

Our  men  also  were  beginning  tO  reali/e  the  value  of  the  V.B1*.  and  were  using 
them  effectively  at  times,  in  RpitC  of  the  danger  of  their  exploding  in  the  trees 
above    their   own    heads.      \o    opportunity    was    afforded    for    the    us,.    „{    Stokes 
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Mortars  in  this  wood  fighting,  and  but  little  for  the  use  of  one-pounders,  as 
the  lines  were  too  close  together  and  the  woods  were  too  dense  to  enable  targets 
to  be  located  at  suitable  ranges.  Whenever  an  attempt  was  made  to  get  them 
close  to  the  lines  they  became  targets  for  German  machine  guns. 

The  men  dug  in  along  the  line  reached  during  this  last  advance  and  pro- 
tective barrages  were  arranged  for  by  75  's  and  machine  guns.  However,  so 
wide  a  margin  of  safety  had  to  be  allowed  owing  to  the  dense  woods,  that 
the  best  real  protection  was  afforded  by  the  Chauchats  and  machine  guns  in 
the  front  line,  covering  the  few  possible  avenues  of  attack  (the  road,  the  two 
tramways,  and  two  or  three  trails).  Between  the  17th  and  22d  October  no  ad- 
vance was  attempted,  and  by  means  of  frequent  reliefs  an  opportunity  was 
afforded  the  men  to  rest  and  to  have  plenty  of  food. 

Our  experience  showed  that  in  the  case  of  inter-company  and  inter-bat- 
talion reliefs  better  results  were  obtained  by  carrying  out  the  relief  in  small 
groups  during  the  jjpytime.  The  woods  were  so  dense  and  the  trails  so  dif- 
ficult to  follow  that  it  was  more  dangerous  and  difficult  to  relieve  at  night. 
Also  daylight  relief  gave  men,  desirous  to  shirk,  no  chance  to  offer  the  excuse 
that  they  had  lost  the  way. 

Owing  to  the  closeness  of  the  lines  in  the  woods,  and  the  care  taken  by  the 
men  to  conceal  their  rifle  pits  from  constant  daring  aerial  observation  the 
hostile  artillery  was  effective  against  our  front  lines  on  only  ia  few  occasions. 
However,  the  North  and  South  road,  the  Regimental  and  Battalion  P.C's,  the 
kitchens,  and  the  dugouts  on  RICHENE  HILL  and  in  BOISSOIS  BOIS  and 
BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  were  being  subjected  to  frequent  bombardments. 
The  German  artillery  was  very  accurate,  and  their  knowledge  of  the  important 
points  within  our  'lines  made  it  very  effective.  Most  of  the  shells  came  from 
the  east;  some  coming  from  the  southeast  caused  our  men  to  report  that  our 
own  artillery  was  falling  short.  The  liaison  between  the  German  aeroplanes 
ami  their  artillery  was  excellent.  Whenever  the  weather  permitted  observation 
their  planes  were  overhead,  and  they  frequently  flew  at  heights  of  less  than 
500  meters,  firing  machine  guns  on  our  troops. 

On  the  23  of  October  the  '29th  and  26th  Divisions  attacked  to  the  east  with 
the  object  of  capturing  the  BOIS  D 'ETRAYES  ridge  and  the  saddle  connect- 
ing it  witli  the  HOIS  DE  C.KAXDE  MONTAGNE.  In  this  attack  the  29th 
Division  was  on  the  left  of  the  26th  Division  with  the  58th  Infantry  Brigade 
rn  the  left  of  the  Division.  The  attack  was  supported  by  the  artillery  of  both 
attacking  divisions,  the  artillery  of  the  33d  Division,  and  the  Corps  Artillery, 
as  well  as  certain  heavy  guns  of  the  VERDUN  fortress.  The  artillery  barrage 
was  also  reinforced  by  a  creeping  barrage  laid  down  by  all  of  the  machine 
guns  of  the  division  except  those  attached  to  assaulting  battalions.  As  the 
attack  was  at  right  angles  to  the  existing  front  and  as  it  involved  the  estab- 
lishment (  f  a  new  jump-off  line  in  the  dark  it  was  a  most  delicate  operation. 
The  116th  Infantry  was  assigned  to  the  attack,  the  115th  Infantry  extending 
its  front  and  covering  the  exposed  left  flank. 

The  assaulting  waves  of  the  116th  Infantry  gained  the  objective  but  the  sup- 
port companies  were  caught  by  the  hostile  barrage  and  were  delayed  long 
enough  for  the  enemy  to  re-man  his  machine  guns  in  the  ETRAYES  RAVINE. 
For  a  time  liaison  was  lost  between  these  elements  of  the  command,  and  by 
dint  of  heavy  fighting  other  units  of  the  116th  Infantry  filled  in  the  gap  and 
held  the  saddle  between  the  BOIS  D 'ETRAYES  and  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE 
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MONTAGNE.  The  line  was  dug-in,  and  organization  in  depth  improved  by 
means  of  the  preparation  of  islets  of  resistance.  Thereafter  the  lines  were 
not  changed  until  the  Brigade  was  relieved  on  27-29  October,  by  the  316th  In- 
fantry. It  seems  probable  that  the  Germans  knew  in  advance  of  this  relief, 
as  the  entire  area  was  heavily  shelled  during  the  early  part  of  the  night  of 
28-29  October.  The  relieving  troops  arrived  late,  which  was  fortunate  as  the 
shelling  slackened  somewhat  after  midnight. 

Except  on  the  opening  day  of  the  attack  the  artillery  barrage  moved  ahead 
too  fast.  The  liaison  between  the  infantry  and  artillery  was  not  as  good  as 
it  might  have  been.  Too  frequent  changes  were  made  in  supporting  battalions, 
and  shifts  in  liaiscn  officers.  Also  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
artillery  to  rely  too  much  on  map  data,  and  too  little  on  front  line  observation. 
There  would  probably  have  been  better  results  had  we  been  working  with 
artillery  with  which  we  had  had  previous  training. 

Supplies   and   M u nitidis. 

During  the  battle  each  of  the  six  machine  gun  companies  of  the  Brigade 
was  assigned  to  a  battali*  n  and  was  furnished  ammunition,  rations  and  forage 
as  a  part  of  the  battalion  to  which  it  was  attached. 

The    Brigade    Munitions    Officer    was    primarily    responsible    for    munitions 
and  pyrotechnics.      The  Regimental   Munitions  Officers  had   available  one  Regi- 
mental   Munitions   Sergeant,  and   the   Bapperjj   Squad    from    Headquarters  Com 
pany,  whose  duties  were  to  take  charge  of  the   Regimental    Dumps  and   to  keep 

the  ammunition  going  forward.  The  battalion  munition  sergeants  kepi  the 
companies  of  their  respective  battalions  supplied,  and  one  corporal  from  each 
battalion  had  charge  of  the  battalion   limbers. 

On  the  opening  day  of  the  attack,  loaded  limbers  were  sent   forward  from 
the  vicinity  of  BRAS  and  dumps  were  established  along  the  SAMOGNETLX 
BRABANT  road   in   the-  vicinity  of  COTE   DBS  ROCHES.     The  limbers  r< 

turned    to    the    Divisional     Dump    at     VACH&KAU  VULLE,    refilled    and    on 

next  day  vent   forward  again  to  onload  at   new  dumps  just   south  of   BRA 
BANT.     From  this  point  small  arms  ammunition  was  carried   forward  to  thi 
line  by  the  Pioneer  Platoons.    On  the  11th  October,  dumps  were  established 
(still  using  the  leap-frog  system)   on  the  BRABANT     BOIS   DE  CONSEN 
VOTE  rond  just  north  of  BRABANT,  with  forward  dumps  of  small  .'inns  am 
munition   near  MALBROUCK.     On  the   tSih   October,   forward   dumps  were 
ablished   in   the  souther.,  edge  of   BOTH    DE  OONKKNVOYK,   which   were 
constantly  replenished,  by  caissons  in   groups  of  thr«>e  bringing  ammunition 

from  the  dumps  near  BRABANT.  (Full  limbers  could  not  he  used  beyond 
BRABANT  over  the   muddy  dirt    roads). 

On    the    tSth    October,   the    Brigade    Munitions    OffiCOT    took    over    the    dumpl 

near  BRABANT,  One  sergeant  and  seven  men  were  detailed  to  bim  from  one 
of  the  Regiments,  with  the  duty  of  unloading  munitions  from  the  Quad  truclj 

Coming   Dp    from    the    Division    Dump,    of    keeping    ;i    list    of    ulmt    was    being 
pended,  and    also   of   assorting   salvage    which    was   brought    down    on    the    ration 

wagons  <'""'  caissons  as  they  came  back  from  the  line.    The  regimental  requisi 

tions  were  consolidated  by  the  Brigade  Munitions  Officer  and  phom-d  in  to 
the  Division    Dump.      Munitions   usunlly   reached   the   Brigade   Dump   within   |  m 

hour  after  the  request  went  In. 

Pioneer   PJatooni  and  carrying  parties  from   the  various  battalions   were 

Used    to    get    ammunition    from    the    Regimental    Dumps    up    to    the    front     line. 
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As  the  advance  progressed  auxiliary  dumps  were  established  in  the  northern 
part  of  BOIS  DE  CONSEXYOYE  and  later  in  the  southern  edge  of  GRANDE 
MONTAGNE. 

There  was  no  difficulty  in  handling  the  small  arms  ammunition,  but  the 
transportation  provided  in  an  Infantry  Regiment  is  not  suitable  for  one- 
pounder  and  Stokes  Mortar  shells. 

Rations. 
Two  days'  reserve  rations  had  been  carried  into  battle,  and  for  the  first 
two  days  the  troops  subsisted  mainly  on  these;  although  the  116th  Infantry 
succeeded  in  getting  some  canned  garrison  rations  to  a  point  above  HAU- 
MONT,  from  which  point  carrying  parties  took  the  food  up  to  the  troops.  On 
the  Oth  October  kitchens  moved  up  to  BRABANT  and  on  the  11th  October 
to  the  southern  edge  of  BOIS  DE  COX8ENVOYE.  On  the  11th  October  both 
supply  companies  moved  to  BRABANT,  establishing  there  a  base  of  supply 
and  keeping  animaft  in  the  shelter  of  a  nearby  ravine.  The  Division  Q.M. 
made  daily  delivery  of  rations  and  forage  to  this  point.  From  here  food  and 
water  were  taken  up  to  the  kitchens  in  the  ration  carts,  escort  wagons  and 
water  carts.  Certain  kitchens  and  water  carts  were  destroyed  by  shell-fire  and 
many  of  the  horses  were  killed.  However,  by  co-operation  these  difficulties 
were  overcome  and  companies  doubled  up  on  the  use  of  kitchens  and  carts.  In 
spite  Of  the  fact  that  the  kitchens  were  moved  up  further  into  the  woods  and 
were  widely  scattered  they  were  subject  to  frequent  bombardments.  However, 
it  rarely  happened  that  they  were  unable  to  cook  the  two  meals  a  day,  as  all 
kitchens  were  located  near  shelters  into  which  the  cooks  could  retire  tem- 
porarily. 

In  a  word,  the  services  or"  supply  and  of  munitions  were  excellently  handled. 
There  was  never  any  lack  of  rations  or  of  ammunition,  and  on  several  occa 
sions  neighboring  units  were  supplied  with  ammunition  by  us.  It  was  often 
difficult  to  get  food  up  from  the  kitchens  to  the  front  lines  because  of  the 
shotting.  There  was  frequently  a  delay  and  food  was  often  cold  by  the  time  it 
got  to  the  front.  However,  these  were  difficulties  which  could  not  be  remedied 
ruder  the  conditions  which  existed. 

J.  McA.  PALMER, 
Colonel,  General  Staff, 
Commanding. 

7   November,  1918. 
OPERATIONS  Rkpokt.  115th  Infantry.  8  Oct.  to  30  Oct.  18. 

1.  la  compliance  with  Bulletin  Xo.  12,  Headquarters  29th  Division,  / 
November,    IS,  the    following   is  submitted. 

On  8  October  IS,  the  115th  Infantry  took  part  in  an  attack  which  had  for 
its  object  the  capture  of  the  heights  of  HAUMONT  WOOD,  ORMOXT  WOOD 
and  CONSENVOYE  WOOD.  The  115th  Infantry  as  a  part  of  the  58th 
Brigade  was  attached  to  the  18th  T.D.  (French)  operating  as  part  of  the 
17th  Corps  (French).  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  the  regiment  left  its 
bivouac  in  the  vicinity  of  GERMONVILLE  and  moved  into  position.  The 
First  Battalion  with  Company  A,  112th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  followed  by 
the  Second  Battalion,  with  Machine  Gun  Company,  11.5th  Infantry,  moved 
into  position   via   the  CII ARX Y-SAMOGNEUX  ROAD.     The  Third  Battalion 
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marched  to  REGNEVILLE  via  CHATTANCOURT-CUMIERES  REGNE- 
Y1LLE  ROAD.  Protected  on  the  left  flank  by  a  company  of  French  Infantry, 
which  had  taken  up  a  position  in  the  town  of  BRABANT,  the  first  battalion 
moved  into  position  along  the  BRABANT-SAMOGNEUX  ROAD  between  the 
points  24.0—77.0  to  24.8—76.6. 

The  Second  Battalion  was  in  the  empty  canal  directly  behind  the  First 
Battalion  and  moved  up  into  the  jump-off  place  as  soon  as  it  was  vacated  by 
the  First  Battalion ;  its  place  in  the  canal  being  taken  by  the  Third  Battalion, 
which  started  across  from  REGNEVILLE  at  "HM  hour. 

At  five  o'clock  the  First  Battalion  left  the  jump-off  place  and  advanced 
due  north  with  two  companies  in  the  First  Line  deployed  as  skirmishers  and 
two  companies  in  the  support,  advancing  in  line  of  combat  groups.  The  artil- 
lery preparation  was  thorough  and  little  resistance  was  encountered  at  the 
first  line  of  hostile  trenches  or  at  the  Intermediate  Objective,  which  were  taken 
as  BOOH  as  the  artillery  barrages  lifted  at  "H''  plus  one  hour  and  twenty 
minutes,  and  "H"  plus  four  hours  and  thirty  minutes  respectively.  Many 
prisoners  were  taken  at  this  place.  The  position  was  immediately  consolidated. 
The  hostile  trenches  were  mopped  up,  one  company  being  detailed  to  mop  up 
on  the  ground  between  the  left  flank  and  the  canal,  as  the  33rd  Division  had 
not  yet  crossed  the  MKI'sk. 

As  soon  as  the  Intermediate  Objective  was  captured  the  Second  Battalion 
executed  a  passage  of  lines  and  advanced  on  the  Normal  Objective.  During 
the  advance  the  attack  of  tins  Battalion  swung  too  far  to  the  right  in  an  en- 
deavor to  keep  in  touch  will,  the  116th,  and  the  company  on  the  right  flank 

was   on    the   right   of  the   road   which   divided    the  sector  of  the    1  loth   from  that 

of  the  116th.    Seven-  machine  gun  fire  wbb  met  at  the  southern  edge  of  the 

BOIS  DB  0ON8BNVOYB,  and  also  well  placed  lire  from  several  T.Ms., 
which  were  afterward  captured.  As  soon  as  the  edtfe  of  the  woods  had  been 
reached   the  advance   wafl  more  rapid   and  at   the  end  of  the  day   the  right    ilank 

of  the  Battalion  had   reached  the  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  Clearing,     in   the 
meantime  the  Third  Battalion  which  had  followed  the  Second  Battalion  at  looo 
meters  to  the  Cntermediate  objective,  receiving  no  word  from  the  Second  Bat 
tabon  that  the  Norm.-. I  Objective  bad  been  gained,  began  t.»  advance  at   12:80 
'M.is  Battalion  bore  too  much  to  the  teft  and  entered  the  BOIH  |>K  roXHKN 

VOYK   on    the    extreme    left.      Some    machine    gOBJ    were   encountered    but    the 

Battalion  pressed  quickly  on  to  the  line  of  the  Normal  Objective,  where  M 

dug    in,   having    received    orders    not    to    reconnoiter    beyond    that    line.      Liaison 

v,;is  established  with  the  83rd  Division  on  the  lefi  flank. 

The  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Second  Battalion  being  unable  to  get   In 

touch  with  the  110th  on  his  right,  before  night,  drew  back  his  lines  about  500 
meters,  refusing  his  right  flank.  At  about  the  snuie  time  liaison  was  estab- 
lished  with  the  Third   Battalion.     Tin-  toes  remained   unchanged   during  the 

night. 

At  6s00  o'clock  on  .9  Ort, ,/,<,-,  ,-.  Battalion  of  Basons  made  a  counter  attack 
on  the  right  flank  of  the  Second  Battalion,  advancing  astride  the  north  and 

South  road.  They  were  repulsed  with  Iomscs  but  left  numerouH  groups  f,f  ma- 
chine  oumners  about    200    meters   in    front    of  our   lines. 

No  orders  to  advance  were  received,  although  the  88r<J  Division  attacked 
at  m  on  and  made  a  substantial  gain. 

On  the  10th  the  First  I'.nttalion  passed  through  the  Second  Imttnlion  while 
the   Third    Battalion   advanced    from    its  position.      Severe   mnchine    earn    fire    was 


124  29TH  DIVISION 

met  all  along  the  line.  The  First  Battalion  advanced  slowly  but  the  Third 
Battalion  was  held  back  in  the  woods  of  the  CONSENVOYE-ETRaYE 
ROAD  by  intense  fire  from  the  edge  of  the  BOIS  DE  PLAT  CHENE  Upon 
the  advice  of  the  artillery  Liaison  Officer  attached  to  Battalion  Headquarters, 
artillery  support  was  requested.  After  fifteen  minutes  fire  by  75s  on  the  ma- 
chine gun  positions  the  advance  was  resumed  with  little  resistance. 

(An   inspection   of   the   position   the   following   morning    showed   that   the 
artillery  fire  had  fallen  with  deadly  accuracy  on   the  nest  of  machine  guns 
which  had  been  placed  along  the  edge  of  the  wood  in  hastily  constructed  em- 
placements, affording  no  protection  against  artillery  fire). 

The  First  Battalion  worked  slowly  up  through  the  eastern  part  of  the 
woods,  encountering  much  machine  gun  fire  from  the  southern  edee  of 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  The  Third  Battalion  swept  on  over  the  top  of 
RICHENE  HILL  capturing  numerous  prisoners  in  the  large  dugouts  on  the 
north  slope.  Here  Hie  advance  was  halted  and  the  men  dug  in  for  the  night. 
The  resistance  on  the  right  flank  was  continually  increasing,  and  the  116th 
had  not  advanced,  and  were  still  holding  the  north  edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS. 
Therefore  our  line  for  the  night  was  established  as  follows:  24.0—81.8  to 
24.7—82.0  to  25.1—81.6,  (the  right  flank  being  refused  for  protection 
against  a  counter  attack  which  seemed  likely  to  come  from  the  direction  of 
the  cross-roads  at  24.8—82.2  and  which  took  place  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
11  tit,  against  the  front  held  by  the  116th). 

The  lines  remained  as  above  until  the  morning  of  the  1.5th  when  a  new  ad- 
vance was  begun  with  the  object  of  taking  the  height?  of  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE. The  Third  Battalion  was  assaulting  battalion  on  a  kilometer  front 
between  grid  lines  224  and  225.  Little  advance  was  made  during  the  day  ow- 
ing to  the  vigorous  opposition  encountered  by  the  116th,  but  our  right  flank 
was  advanced  to  about  225.0—82.3  and  our  left  to  224.0—82.6.  At  one 
o'clock  the  33rd  Division  was  ordered  to  retire  and  our  left  flank  was  forced 
to  fall  back  to  its  old  position  along  the  tramway  at  224.0 — 81.8,  our  right 
holding  the  ground  gained  during  the  day.  In  the  afternoon  a  Brigade  order 
placed  the  Second  battalion,  which  was  at  this  time  Brigade  Reserve,  under 
the  command  of  the  Commanding  Officer,  116th  Infantry,  and  two  companies 
Were  ordered  on  the  line,  relieving  two  companies  of  the  116th  during  the 
night.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  the  attack  was  resumed,  the  First  Bat- 
talion of  the  115th  Infantry  passing  through  the  Third  Battalion  and  moving 
forward,  having  companies  F  and  G  of  the  115th,  on  its  right.  The  attack 
progressed  steadily,  most  of  the  resistance  being  from  machine  guns  in  the 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  The  First  Battalion  had  a  comparatively  easy  time 
pushing  forward  down  into  the  RAVINE  DE  MOYEMOXT.  In  the  after- 
noon Company  H  of  the  115th  was  sent  up  into  the  line  by  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  116th,  from  its  position  in  support  to  fill  up  a  gap  in  the  line. 
Our  advance  ceased  at  dusk  when  the  line  ran:  24.0 — 82.8  to  24.3 — 82.7  to 
25.0 — 82.8.  During  the  night  hostile  artillery  which  "caused  a  number  of 
casualties  in  the  First  Battalion,  forced  a  slight  withdrawal  of  our  lines  in 
the  RAVINE  DE  MOYEMOXT.  The  captured  ground  was  then  organized 
for  defense. 

At  5:15  on  17th  October,  IS,  German  reinforcements  of  about  100  men, 
advancing  South  through  the  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  along  the  tramway  m 
column  of  twos  without  distance  (not  knowing  the  line  had  changed),  were 
ambuscaded  by  Company  II  and  driven  off  with  considerable  losses. 
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During  the  day  of  the  17th  the  Third  Battalion  relieved  the  First  Bat- 
talion, which  went  back  into  the  support  position  on  RICHENE  HILL.  The 
116th  took  over  the  line  E.  of  meridian  225,  relieving  the  Second  Battalion 
which  returned  to  the  115th  going  into  regimental  reserve  along  the  old 
Normal  Objective.  The  relief  between  the  First  Battalion  and  the  Third 
Battalion  was  carried  out  in  daytime  in  small  groups  and  without  any  casual- 
ties. (Our  exeperience  showed  that  daytime  relief  in  very  small  groups  was 
more  successful  than  reliefs  at  night,  owing  to  the  density  of  the  underbrush 
and  to  the  difficulty  of  finding  the  way  at  night).  On  the  20th  the  Second 
Battalion  took  over  the  front  line  and  the  Third  Battalion  went  into  reserve. 

On  the  23rd  the  First  Battalion  took  part  as  covering  party,  in  a  postponed 
attack,  which  had  for  its  object  the  capture  of  the  ridge  of  the  BOIS  DE 
ETRAYES.  After  45  minutes  artillery  preparation  the  Battalion  attacked 
in  a  Northeasterly  direction.  Just  at  "H"  hour  (8  o'clock)  heavy  hostile 
artillery  fire  caused  many  casualties.  After  the  advance  began  little  difficulty 
was  experienced  by  the  left  and  centre,  but  on  the  right  flank  heavy  machine 
gun  fire  was  encountered  from  the  RAVINE  D'ETRAYES,  aud  no  ground 
was  gained.  On  the  next  day  the  left  and  centre  were  pushed  forward  ap- 
proximately to  the  covering  line,  but  the   ritfht   flank   was  still   refused   to  con 

nect   up   with  the   116th,     That   night  the    First   Battalion  was  relieved,  the 

Second  Battalion  taking  over  the  line  as  far  east  as  the  tramway  at  25.5 — 
82.6,  the  116th  taking  over  the  line  east  of  that  point.  On  the  BSth  the  Third 
Battalion  relieved  the  Second  Battalion,  placing  three  companies  on  the  line 
and  one  in  support.     The    115th  took  no  part   in  the  attack  by  the  L'<',tli   Division 

on  the  06th,    Our  area  was  heavily  shelled  during  the  day,  but  tern  casualties 

resulted  as  the  men  had  been  warned  to  keep  under  cover.  On  the  %7tli  the 
116th  was  relieve 1  in  C.R.  MOLLKV I LLK  PAKM  by  the  Support  Company 
of  the   Third    Battalion    and    the  Sub  serter    Bine    W0J   organized    with    the    llolh 

holding  both  c  lis,  with   two  companies  on   the  line  and  two  in  support   in 
(.;i(ii  C.B.,  and  one  battalion  in  res.-rve.     (One  Machine  Gun  Company  re 
maining  attached  to  each  Battalion).    The  organization  of  tlu-  sector  for  de- 
fense by  the  preparation  of  islets  of  resistance  was  continued. 

On  the  night  of  $8tM9th  October  the  Regiment  was  relieved  by  the  810th 
Infantry  (70th  Division;  ami  marched  »>y  Companies  to  COT  10  DE8  ROCHES, 
Where  the  Regiment  was  assembled.  There  was  almost  continued  shelling  of 
the    area    during    the    night    Of    the    relief    and    ten    iii.mi    urn-    wounded    in    one 

platoon  by  an  EL  K.  shell, 

The    total   Casualties   dating   the   operations   were   as    follows: 

OFFICERS 

Killed    in    action l 

Severely    wounded    in    action 

Slightly  wounded  in  action 12 

Gassed ' 

Psychoneurosii    •' 

Sick    and    Injured 4 

Total      M 
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ENLISTED  MEN 

Killed  in  action 120 

Died  of  wounds . . .  #  7 

Severely   wounded   in   action 223 

Slightly  wounded  in  action 297 

Gassed   in    action 113 

Psychoneurosis     26 

Missing  in  action 15 

Accidental    and    Intentional    Wounds 2 

Sick  and  Injured 221 

(182  sick  not  battle  casualties) 

Total     1024 

LESSONS  LEARNED  FROM  THE  OPERATIONS. 
Infantry:  The  success  of  the  advance  showed  that  the  present  formations 
are  elastic  enough  to  meet  any  sort  of  opposition.  In  the  beginning  the  men 
•  lid  not  make  full  use  of  all  Infantry  weapons.  For  example  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  operations  V.Bs  were  used  more  and  more  in  reducing  machine 
gun  nests.  Chauchat  rifles  were  employed  continually  but  the  Enfields  were 
seldom  used.  Little  opportunity  was  afforded  for  the  use  of  hand  grenades 
except  in  mopping  up.  It  is  believed  future  training  should  emphasize  "or- 
ganization in  depth"  for  officers  and  "digging  in"  for  men.  On  account  of 
the  infrequent  use  of  ordinary  rifles,  the  extra  bandoliers  should  not,  in  my 
judgment,  be  carried. 

Artillery:  The  liaison  was  not  good.  One  difficulty  was  the  frequent 
shifting  of  the  supporting  battalions  and  the  change  in  artillery  liaison  of- 
ficers, Owing  to  the  character  of  the  ground  the  accompanying  guns  were 
used  but  once  (on  the  15th  of  October,  when  one  battery  fired  with  excellent 
results  on  Machine  Gun  nests  near  the  cross-roads  at  24.8 — 82.2  from  point 
24.1—  SI. S   near  the  north  edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS). 

Except  on  the  first  morning  the  advance  of  the  artillery  barrage  was  too 
fast  for  the  infantry  and  no  way  was  found  to  regulate  it.  A  distinct  gain 
can  be  made  by  closer  co-operation  between  the  infantry  and  artillery  and  I 
believe  the  liaison  between  these  two  arms  is  very  difficult  and  must  be  im- 
proved in  order  to  allow  the  infantry  to  obtain  maximum  support.  Un- 
doubtedly much  more  can  be  done  by  the  infantry  with  proper  artillery  sup- 
port and  such  support  cannot  be  given  unless  the  liaison  between  the  two  arms 
is   workable  at    all   times. 

While  numerous  reports  were  received  that  our  artillery  was  firing  short 
there  seems  to  have  been  only  one  instance  where  the  information  was  verified. 
This  was  when  a  barrage  was  called  for  at  19:45  o'clock  on  10  October,  18, 
and  fell  300  meters  short. 

Liaison:  Except  on  the  first  day  the  telephone  service  was  good,  although 
great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  keeping  up  communications  because  of  the 
continual  and  accurate  shelling  of  the  forward  P.Cs.  On  one  occasion  four 
wires  to  a  front  line  were  out  within  half  an  hour  after  the  attack  opened. 

Runners  were  used  whenever  telephones  were  out  of  commission.  It  was 
found  advisable  to  keep  no  less  than  24  runners  at  Regimental  Headquarters, 
8  at  Battalions  and  4  at  Companies. 

Pigeons    were   but    little    used    and    visual    signals   were   not   tried.     Very 
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Pistol  signals  for  barrages  were  used  when  the  telephone  wires  were  out. 
(Two  reliable  men  should  be  specially  detailed  from  Regimental,  Battalion 
and  Company  Headquarters  to  carry  the  Very  Pistols  and  tromblon  and  a  sup- 
ply of  grenades,  cartridges  and  rockets,  and  to  look  after  the  panels. 

Machine  Guns:  Our  experiences  were  in  accord  with  Instruction  Bulletin 
Xo.  15,  Headquarters  29th  Division,  7  November,  IS..  However  in  the 
dense  undergrowth  of  the  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  and  along  the  slopes  of 
the  RAVINE  PLAT  CHENE,  better  defensive  results  were  secured  by  placing 
two  or  four  machine  guns  along  each  company  front  close  to  the  line  instead 
of  attempting  to  secure  protection  by  means  of  a  barrage  from  guns  eche- 
loned in  depth.  German  machine  guns  were  made  use  of  to  aid  the  defense  of 
the  line,  on  the  second  day  of  the  operations  at  least  twelve  captured  Lewis 
Guns  and  heavy  Machine  Guns  being  so  employed.  Whenever  German  Guns 
are  available,  instruction  in  their  use  will  be  given  a  certain  number  of  men 
in  each  platoon. 

Trench  Mortars:  Little  used  for  attack  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of 
getting  up  ammunition.  They  were  placed  to  render  protective  barrages  dur- 
ing periods  when  line  was  established.  Only  three  times  were  they  used  to 
good  advantage. 

One  Pounders:  Rendered  effective  work  throughout  the  engagement.  Up- 
on a  number  of  occasions  they  were  able  to  put  out  of  action  enemy  machine 
gun  nests.  On  account  of  dense  undergrowth  it  ua.s  hard  for  them  to  find  a 
good  target  at   all   times  but   fchey  were  extremely  valuable  and  will  be  more  so 

in  the  often  country. 

Supply:  The  munitions  supply  was  excellent  ;i!  ;ill  times  and  the  supply 
of  food  and  water  was  adequate  after  the  first  two  days.  At  times  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  getting  food  from  tin-  kitchens  up  to  the  front  line  because 
of  the  hostile  artillery  fire.  Kitchens  were  moved  well  forward  and  thereby 
suffered  severely  from  shell  fire  but  I  feel  sure  results  obtained  were  \\<-ll  worth 
the  cost. 

German  Methods  of  Fighting!  The  first  day  the  main  resistance  met  was 
from  machine  guns  ma  fined  by  Germans.  The  Aust  ruins  gave  up  quickly  and 
seemed  glad  to  surrender.  Our  attack  progressed  too  rapidly  to  permit  tin- 
hostile  artillery  to  do  much  damage,  although  a  few  en.sunlt  ic.s  were  caused 
during  the  consolidation  of  the  trenches  on  A1ALBROTJCE  (Intermediate 
Objective).  Thereafter  (with  one  exception)  the  only  vigorous  opposition 
during  an  advance  came  from  Machine  (Juris.  Artillery  fire  came  Only  after 
our  men  had  reached  the  objective.  There  was  almost  continual  shelling  ,,(' 
the  rear  areas,  but  the  (rormnns  seemed  to  have;  great  difficulty  in  locating 
our  front  line  with  artillery  fire,  in  spite  of  the  continual  dating  enemy  air 
craft  observation.     Xo  attempt  was  made  by  them  to  use  the  bayonet. 

M.    A.    RECKORD, 

Col.,    1  1.1th     Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  RECENT  OPEHATIONS,  EQ8.  CO.,   115 TE  INFANTBY. 

1.  The  following  is  a  report,  on  the  recent  operations  from  H  October,  1918, 
to  28  October,  WIS: 

Strength  of  Company,  morning  of  Oct.  8th — 4  officers,  286   men. 

Headquarters  Platoon.  This  platoon  was  scattered  throughout  the  area 
occupied  by  the   regiment   from    front   to    rear,   some   being   with    the   battalions 
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and  others  performing  their  various  and  varied  duties  at  the  Battalion  P.C's., 
and  some  being  back  with  the  Statistical  Officer  at  BRAS. 

Particular  mention  is  made  of  the  splendid  work  which  the  members  of  the 
band  performed  as  litter  bearers.  They  were  untiring  and  courageous  in  their 
efforts  to  aid  the  injured.  The  work  they  accomplished  entirely  justified  their 
use  when  all  fighting  men  were  being  occupied  with  the  combat  troops. 

Signal  Platoon.  The  members  of  the  Signal  Platoon  were  attached  to  the 
several  battalions  and  in  conjunction  with  the  detachment  of  the  101th  Field 
Signal  Battalion  did  good  wort  in  establishing  and  maintaining  liaison  from 
the  battalion  P.Cs.  to  the  Regimental  and  rear  areas.  They  repaired  lines 
that  were  out  duaiBig  heavy  bombardments  and  did  good  work  generally. 

Trench  Mortar  Platoon.  The  Trench  Mortar  Platoon  went  forward  with 
the  front  line  battalions  on  the  11th  of  October  and  during  the  entire  time 
that  the  regiment  was  at  the  front  the  platoon  was  available  for  use  in  putting 
down  preparatory  barrages  or  laying  a  barrage  in  case  of  counter  attack. 
They  went  into  action  several  times,  but  owing  to  the  unfavorable  terrain 
(consisting  for  the  most  part  of  dense  woodland)  they  were  unable  to  do  their 
best  work,  being  prevented  from  observing  and  adjusting  fire.  The  nature 
of  the  ground  was  not  such  as  to  lend  itself  to  the  best  use  of  the  mortar. 

Pioneer  Platoon.  The  Pioneer  Platoon,  until  the  majority  of  its  men  were 
detailed  to  the  Division  Quartermaster  at  FROMERVILLE,  did  good  work  in 
establishing  ammunition  dumps  and  carrying  ammunition  and  flares  from 
them  to  the  front  line  companies.  The  men  worked  faithfully  under  heavy 
shell  fire  and  kept  the  line  companies  well  supplied  with  ammunition. 

One  Pounder  Platoon.  The  One  Pounder  Platoon  went  over  the  top  with 
the  Regiment  on  October  8th  with  two  guns  and  the  crews  not  up  to  their  full 
Strength.  The  platoon  was  under  the  command  of  a  sergeant.  The  men  car- 
ried the  guns  and  ammunition  forward  by  hand  and  during  the  entire  advance 
reoorted  in  turn  to  the  battalions  upon  the  passage  of  lines.  They  succeeded 
iu  knocking  out  three  machine  gun  nests,  one  of  which  was  the  very  unusual 
range  of  fifty  meters.  The  platoon  remained  with  the  front  line  battalions 
and  at  the  disposition  of  the  front  line  companies  for  use  whenever  called 
Upon.  The  men  did  especially  fine  work  and  deserve  commendation.  The 
casualties  were  heavy. 

The  density  of  the  woods  and  brush  thru  which  the  battle  was  fought  made 
the  use  of  the  One  Pounder  of  not  very  material  value,  as  it  was  unable  to 
observe  distinctly  the  target  and  the  firing  was  more  or  less  inaccurate.  The 
work  which  they  did  do  entirely  justified  their  position  in  the  line. 

2.  The  nature  of  Headquarters  Company,  which  required  its  personnel  to 
be  so  thoroughly  scattered  throughout  the  regiment,  made  it  difficult  to  ob- 
serve the  individual  men  in  the  manner  in  which  they  could  be  watched  in  the 
line   companies,   but   their   work,   according  to   reports,   was   good. 

GAYLORD  L.  CLARK, 

Captain,  115th  Infantry. 

****** 
Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon,  Headquarters  Company,  115th  Inf. 

1.  For   the   purpose   of   clearness  and   convenience,   the  reports  of  recent 
operations  in   which  the  following  units  figured: 

Band  Mounted  Section,  Office  Detail,  Intelligence  Section  (Reg.),  statis- 
tical  Section,   P.O.   Detail,   Cooks  and  Mechanics  of   Headquarters  Co.,   115th 
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Infantry  and  of  Regimental  Headquarters,  115th  Infantry,  have  been  grouped 
and  reported  herewith  as  1st  Platoon,  Headquarters  Company,  115th  Infantry. 

2.  The  115th  Infantry  Band,  under  Band  leader  Leonard  A.  Plant,  left 
woods  near  GERMONVILLE  on  night  of  October  7th,  1918,  to  follow  th3  ad- 
vance of  regiment.  From  a  total  strength  of  32  men  (not  including  Band 
leader)  at  this  place,  a  detail  of  8  men  and  corporal  was  sent  to  each  of  the 
three  battalion  commanders  for  period  of  drive,  their  duties  being  as  litter 
bearers.  Band  leader  Plant  with  remaining  men  assisted  Chaplain  Reynolds 
in  the  burial  of  bodies,  following  up  the  advance  of  the  regiment,  locating  and 
burying  casualties. 

Band  Casualties:     1  killed;  2  wounded. 

3.  Regimental  Sergeant-Major  Reinhardt  and  five  men  advanced  with 
R( -gi  mental  P.C.,  constituting  clerical  and  recording  force  under  direction  of 
Begimental  Adjutant.  2  Battalion  Sergeant-Majors  (to  school  from  line),  2 
corporals    (1    with  each  battalion )    and   4   privates  with   each  battalion. 

1   Private   died  of  wounds. 

4.  The  Regimental  Intelligence  Section,  of  3  sergeants  and  5  men,  oper- 
ated from  Begimental  P.O.  in  the  services  of  information  and  observation, 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  George  Henderson,  Regimental  Intelligence 
Officer.     Losses:      Killed     1   Sergeant. 

o.  The  Statistical  Section  CI  Regimental  Sergeant-Major  and  5  men)  un- 
der command  of  1st  Lieut.  Harlan  Johnson,  est  abljslied  an  office  at  BRAS, 
October   7th,    remaining   at    this    place    until    relief   of   regiment. 

Xo  losses. 

6.  Regimental    Post   Office    Detail    (1    sergeant    and   2   men)    established   of 

flee  at  BRAS,  October  7tht  remaining  hen-  until  relief  of  regiment. 

NO    losses. 

7.  The  Mounted  Section,  Headquarters  Company,  (1  sergeant  and  6  men  i 
reported    to    Regimental     P.C.    at     MA  LBBOTH  >K,OctODt  T     11th    and     1*th,    an  I 

continued  duties  at   BRABANT,  October  10th  and  up  to  time  of  relief. 

Losses:      1    wounded    (slightly). 

8.  The  Headquarter!  Company  Train  (1  sergeant  and  1 1*  men,  20  hones) 

Was  located  at    BRAS  until   October   10th,  moving  forward   with   rolling  kitchens 

(8.W.  cor.  CON8BNVOYE  woods,  w.  of  main  road). 

Losses:      Xo  men;    horses — 0  killed.    13  hospital. 
9.    Mess    Detail,    (1    mess    sergeant    and     I    cooks,    1    mechanics    and    'J    men) 

advanced   with   rolling  kitchens  from    bras  on   October   mth   to  s.w.  cor. 

CONSENVOYE    WOODS,    W.    of    main    road,    remaining    there    until    regiment 
was  relieved. 

Losses:     Killed— -1  mess  sergeant \  wounded— 1  mechanic. 

JO.  1st  Sergeant  Spreckelmyer  advanced  with  regiment,  maintaining  com 

pany    P.C.   and    acting    meSS   serea'i'nt    upon    death   of  company    mess    sergeant. 

11.   Totol     Losses:        Men— \     killed,     4     wounded.        Horses— 9     killed,      L8 
wounded     (hospital). 

By  order  of  Captain   Clark, 

WALLAOK  S.  MOORE, 

2nd    Lieut..    Infantry, 
Intelligence  Officer,   Moth    Infantry. 
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Report  of  Recent  Operations,  Signal  Platoon,  JELqrs.  Co.  115th  Infantry. 

Strength  of  Platoon  on  morning  of  October  8,  1918: 

One   Officer,   five  N.C.O's,   Forty-eight  men. 

The  mission  of  the  platoon  was  to  have  telephone  communication  estab- 
lished between  all  Battalion  P.C's.  and  the  Regimental  P.C.  five  hours  before 
the  attack  and  maintain  telephone  communication  throughout  the  entire  action. 

Telephone  communication  throughout  the  entire  Regiment  was  not  estab- 
lished until  about  10:00  A.M.  9  Oct.  18,  due  to  shortage  of  wire  at  one  Bat- 
talion P.C.  and  the  intensive  artillery  fire,  on  lines  already  established. 

The  platoon  was  divided  into  four  sections,  one  section  being  with  each 
Battalion  P.C.  an£  the  other  with  the  Regimental  P.C. 

Wireless  communication  was  established  on  October  14th  between  Regi- 
mental Headquarters,  115th  Infantry,  Artillery  Headquarters,  Brigade  Head- 
quarters and  Regimental  Headquarters,  116th  Infantry,  and  continued  through- 
out the  remainder  of  the  action.  Wireless  was  used  on  several  occasions  for 
calling  barrages  with  excellent  results. 

The  Platoon  performed  their  duties  from  8  October  18  to  28 — 29  October 
18,  the  night  of  the  Regimental  relief. 

The   casualties  were  as   follows: 

October     9 — 2  slightly  wounded. 
10 — 1   slightly  gassed. 
//  —  1    slightly   wounded. 
21 — \         "  " 

23—  1  <  < 
24— 1  " 
25— \  " 
26—2        "  <  < 

RALPH  P.  GILMORF. 

2nd  Lieut.,    115th   Infantry. 

lit  port  of  Recent  Operations,   Trench  Mortar  Platoon,  Hqrs.  Co..   1 15th  Inf. 

Strength   of   Platoon   on   morning  of  October  8,   1918: 

One  Officer,  Six   X.C.O  's.,   Twenty-one  men. 

From  October  8th  to  October  11th,  1918,  the  Platoon  was  in  reserve  and 
used  as  ammunition  carrying  parties. 

From  October  11th  to  October  15th  it  went  into  position  one  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  right  battalion  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  prepared  to  put  down 
barrage  on  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  in  the  event  of  counter  attack.  October 
11th,  one  corporal  slightly  wounded. 

October  15th  went  into  position  in  front  of  third  battalion  which  had  with- 
drawn its  lines  during  artillery  preparation.  Assisted  in  thickening  aitillery 
barrage  for  twenty -five  minutes  prior  to  the  attack.  Remained  in  position  in 
RICHENE  WOOD,  in  rear  of  battalions  in  the  line,  from  October  15th  to 
October  21st.  Prepared  to  lay  barrage  in  front  of  our  lines  in  the  event  of 
counter  attack.  October  21st,  one  sergeant  severely  wounded  and  one  sergeant 
Slightly  wounded. 

October  22nd  went  into  position  in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE, 
fifty  yards  in  rear  of  first  battalion  and  assisted  in  thickening  artillery  pre- 
paration.    October  22nd,  one  private  severely  wounded. 
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October  22nd  to  October  28th  platoon  remained  in  position  two  hundred 
yards  in  rear  of  battalions  in  line  in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE 
prepared  to  lay  barrage  in  the  event  of  counter  attack.  Relieved  with  this 
battalion,  115th  Infantry,  by  battalion  of  316th  Infantry  October  28th,  1918. 
Wounded  severely,  1  sergeant  and  1  private;  wounded  slightly,  one  sergeant 
and  one  corporal. 

During  the  operations  the  Sappers  section  of  the  platoon  was  attached  to 
the  Regimental  Munition  Dump.  Due  to  the  extreme  density  of  the  woods 
and  consequent  low  visibility,  the  efficiency  of  the  mortal  was  much  handi- 
capped. 

WILLIAM  A.  TWAMLEY, 

1st  Lieut.,  11.5th  Infantry. 

#*♦♦** 
Report  of  Recent  Operations,  4th  (Pioneer)  Platoon,  Hqrs.  Co.,  116th  Infantry, 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  October  8,  1918: 

1  Officer,  4  N.C.O's,  26  men. 

October  8,  9,    10,   11,   12,    18,   14,   U,   16,    /?,    Jffl8,   this   platoon    performed 
the   duties   of   ammunition    carrying   parties,    carrying   ammunition    from    regi- 
mental   dump    to    advance    positions    of    the    battalions,    and    established    an    ad 
vnrn-e   dump    in    the    BOIS    DE   CON8ENVOYE   on    the    tQth    Oct,    from   which 
point   ammunition    was   carried   thereafter. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  17th  one  sergeant  and  25  men  reported  to  tin- 
Division  Quartermaster  at  FROM BB VJLLLE,  where  they  remained  until  Nov. 
3.     These  men  were  used   in   handling  supplies. 

October  18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  €8,  .-'/.  $3,  26,  27,  28  and  29,  1918,  the  remain 
ing  4  men  and  1  man  who  returned  from  the  hospital  on  Oct.  18,  (making  a 
total   of  o )    continued    to    handle   ammunition    in    the   advance    regimental    dump. 

making  distributions  to  the  respective  battalion  details. 

During   the    operation,    -    men    were    severely    wounded. 

ROBERT  r.  BARBICK, 
1st  Lieut,,  l  l'-th  fnfanl  ry. 


Report  of  "Recent  operations,  One  Pounder  Platoon,  aqrs,  Co,,  Moth  Infantry, 

Strength   of  platoon   on   morning  of  October  8,    1918 1 

0  Officers,  3   N.C.O's,  18  Men. 

Two  guns  advanced   with  the   battalions   in   the  line  during  the  entire  Opera 
tion.s,  guns  and   ammunition   being   enrried    by   the  crews.      GtW   ami    Iripod    were 
carried  dismounted. 

On  the  afternOOB  of  October  8th,  while  in  the  B0I8  DE  OONSENVOYE 
with  the  left  battalion  in  the  line,  one  machine  gun  nest  was  destroyed  and 
those  of  the  crew  not  killed  were  taken  prisoners.  This  nest  was  fired  on  from 
a  range  of  fifty  yards.  On  the  evening  of  the  8th  the  reserve  crew,  consisting 
of  a  corporal  and  seven  men,  was  sent  forward  to  replace  casualties  caused 
during   the   day's   fighting.      This   brought    the   entire   platoon    in    the   line. 

On   the   morning  of  the   9th  of  October,  while   still   in   the    BOIS   DE  CON 
SENVOYK,    another    machine   gun    nest,   was   destroyed   and    those   of   the    crew 
who   remained   alive   where   captured. 

On  the  morning  of  October   loth,  two  guns  were   used  in  supporting  the  ml 

vance  of  the  fnfantry  in  BICHENE  WOOD.    It  wbm  later  reported  by. them 
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that  another  nest  had  been  demolished  but  this  was  not  verified  as  the  effect 
of  the  fire  could  not  be  observed. 

On  the  23rd  of  October,  in  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  one 
gun  was  attached  to  each  of  the  companies  of  the  advance.  During  the  artil- 
lery preparation  the  left  gun  and  several  of  the  crew  were  put  out  of  action 
by  a  direct  hit  of  the  enemy  artillery. 

The  guns  remained  with  the  units  in  the  line  until  relieved  by  the  316th 
Infantry  on  the  night  of  October  28-29. 

Killed  2;   severely  wounded  4;  slightly  wounded  3;  evacuated  sick  2. 

The  terrain  and  extreme  density  of  the  wood  afforded  but  scant  oppor- 
tunity for  the  effective  use  of  this  weapon,  the  efficiency  of  its  work  being 
greatly  handicapped.    * 

WILLIAM  A.  TWAMLEY, 

1st  Lieut.,   115th  Infantry. 

****** 

Beport  of  Operations,  Supply  Company,  115th  Infantry. 

1.  On  Oct.  8th  we  moved  the  Supply  Co.  to  BRAS,  and  held  it  there  await- 
ing order  from  Col.  Reckord.  On  Oct.  9th  we  received  orders  to  send  all 
kitchens,  water  carts,  and  ration  carts  to  BRABANT,  keeping  the  ration  dump 
at  BRAS.  On  Oct.  11th  we  received  orders  to  move  all  the  Supply  Co.  to 
BRABANT.  The  Supply  Co.  and  ration  dump  were  moved  to  the  hill  above 
BRABANT  where  we  stayed  until  the  Regiment  was  relieved.  During  the 
time  the  Regiment  was  in  action  we  supplied  them  daily  with  rations  from  our 
ration  dump.  During  the  time  the  Regiment  was  in  action  they  were  supplied 
with  the  following  clothes:  2000  suits  underwear,  2000  pairs  of  stockings, 
2000  pairs  leggins;  1000  caps,  300  Olive  Drab  Uniforms,  800  pairs  field  shoes; 
candy,  cigars,  cigarettes,  chewing  tobacco,  and  canned  fruits  were  purchased 
from  the  Quartermaster  Department  and  issued  to  the  men  of  the  Regiment 
while  at  the  front.  On  Oct.  20th  a  detail  of  25  men  of  the  Supply  Co.  were 
ordered  by  the  Regimental  Commander  to  report  to  the  Division  Quarter- 
master for  duty. 

Strength  of  Company  on  Oct.  8th,  1918: 

5  Officers,  142  Men. 

Losses  while  in  action: 

3  men  killed;  2  men  gassed;  2  men  wounded  severely. 

Loss  of  animals: 

Horses  killed,  29;  Horses  wounded,  39. 

FRANK  L.  HEWITT, 
Captain,  115th  Infantry, 

Supply  Officer. 

****** 

Report  of  Recent  Operations,  Machine  Gun  Co.,  115th  Infantry. 

Machine  Gun  Company,  115th  Infantry.  Effective  strength  of  company 
on  morning  October  8,  1918,  3  officers;  22  non-commissioned  officers;  114  men. 

8  Oct. — This  company  was  attached  to  2nd  Battalion,  115th  Infantry, 
which  was  the  support  battalion  until  the  intermediate  objective  was  reached, 
when  it  passed  the  1st  Battalion  and  became  the  assault  battalion.  During 
the  advance  the  3rd  platoon  followed  the  support  company  on  the  right,  and 
the  2nd  platoon  followed  the  support  company  on  the  left.  No  guns  in  sup- 
port. At  end  of  day  defensive  positions  were  taken  up  in  front  line.  Losses, 
none. 
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9  Oct.— Four  enemy  machine  guns  mounted.  No  other  change.  Lcsses, 
none. 

10  Oct.— Third  platoon  moved  with  right  flank  to  normal  objective.  One 
section  attached  to  Co.  B  late  in  evening  and  took  position  at  24.75 — 81.8. 
Second  platoon  moved  to  edge  of  wood  on  CONSENVOYE  ROAD  at  24.25— 
81.2,  and  fired  at  several  good  targets  in  woods  near  RTCHENE  HILL.  Los- 
ses, 6  wounded,  1  gassed. 

11  Oct.— Second  platoon  in  support  in  dugout  north  of  RICHENE  HILL. 
Third  platoon  in  position  on  right  at  two  guns,  point  24.75.— 81.8;  two  guns 
point  25.00 — 81.5.     Losses  none. 

12  Oct.— Second  platoon  relieved  one  platoon  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn.  at 
point  24.6 — 82.  in  front  line,  and  whole  company  remained  in  these  positions 
until  October  15.     Losses,   1  wounded. 

13  Oct. — Losses,  1  wounded. 

15  Oct. — Company  less  one  section  with  assaulting  battalion  in  attempt  to 
move  forward.  One  section  on  combat  liaison  duty  between  115th  and  129th 
Infantry  on  left.     Losses,  none. 

16  Oct. — First  Battalion  again  made  an  attack  and  advanced  to  general 
line,  points  24.-82.6  and  25.-82.7.  Did  not  take  up  positions.  Losses,  4 
gassed;   1  injured. 

17  Oct. — Relieved  by  Co.  B,  112th  Machine  Gun  Bn.  and  went  into  support. 
Second  platoon  in  line  of  dugouts  north  of  RICHENE  HILL.  Third  platoon 
at  point  24.9 — 81.65  and  remained   until  23rd.     Losses,  none. 

23  Oct. — One  section,  2nd  platoon,  under  Sgt.  Thomas  attached  to  Co.  I). 
One  section,  3rd  platoon,  under  Sgt.  Tongue  attached  to  Co.  B.  These  com- 
panies advanced  in  direction  of  covering  line  Enemy  shelling  very  severe. 
One  gun   put   out   of  action.      Two   men   killed   at  kitchen.     Losses,   7   killed;    8 

wounded. 

24  Oct. — One  section  relieved   by  Co.  A,  112th   Machine  Gun   Bn.,  other  B6C 

tion  by  Co.  D,  112th  Machine  Gun  Bn.  This  relief  was  made  when  division  of 
section  between  115th  and  116th  was  railroad  al  point  25.45 — 82.8.  Whole 
Ccmpany   went    into   support   and   remained    until   27th.     Losses,   none. 

27  Oct*— Relieved  Co.  J>,  112th  Machine  Gun  Bn.  in  MOLLETvTLLE  Sec 

tor,  and  remained  until  relieved   by  Co.  <\  312th    Machine  Gun   Bn,     Withdrew 
to  COTE  DES  ROCHE.     Losses,  2   wounded. 
20  Oct. — Losses,   2   wounded. 

OABEY  J  AH  MAN, 
Captain,   Infant  rv,  U.S.A. 

In  compliance  with  memorandum  Headquarters  20th  Division,  Reports  of 
Operations  are  submitted.  The  1st  Platoon  Machine  Gun  Company,  was  con- 
solidated with  the  2nd  and  3rd   platoons  on   tfoinfr  into  battle. 

BEBBERT  A.  PAYNE, 
1st   Lieut.,   115th  Infantry, 
Acting   Adjutant. 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  M.G.  Company.   115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8. — Took  up  position  in  rear  of  left  assaulting  company  of  support 
battalion.  Advanced  thru  first  battalion  objective  and  gained  second  battalion 
objective  opportunity  to  go  into  action.     Third  battalion  took  over  second  bat- 
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talion  objective  and  the  second  platoon  fell  back  about  500  yards  and  took  up 
support  position.     Eemained  all  night  in  these  positions.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  9— Moved  up  to  edge  of  wood  on  left  of  second  battalion  which  had 
moved  over  to  the  right.  Eemained  there  all  day  and  all  night  in  shell  holes. 
Losses,  none. 

Oct.  10— Fired  into  CONSENVOYE  WOODS  at  Boche  machine  gun  nests 
with  four  Vickers  and  three  enemy  machine  guns  but  were  forced  to  cease  fire 
when  our  own  infantry  advanced  into  woods.     Losses,  three  wounded. 

Oct.  11 — Moved  in  rear  of  2nd  battalion  on  our  right  and  advanced  into 
CONSENVOYE  WOO©.     Eemained  in  dugout  all  night.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  12— Eelieved  2nd  platoon  of  Co.  B,  112th,  and  held  these  positions 
without  mishap  until  ^relieved  Oct.  15th  when  we  moved  back  into  reserve. 
Losses,  none. 

Oct.  16 — We  moved  up  into  support  position  and  on  the  company  com- 
mander's order  took  shelter  until  night  of  17th.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  17 — Took  up  support  positions  to  repulse  enemy  counter  attack.  One 
section  covering  main  road  and  railroad  at  cross  roads.  One  section  covering 
valley  and  CONSENVOYE  EOAD.  Eemained  in  these  positions  until  after- 
noon of  18th,  when  we  were  relieved.  Moved  back  into  reserve  and  remained 
until  morning  of  23rd.    Losses,  none. 

Oct.  23 — One  section  advanced  with  assault  wave,  Co.  B,  and  took  ud  posi- 
tion on  new  line.  Second  section  moved  up  into  support  after  the  uttack.  Ee- 
mained in  respective  positions  until  relieved  by  Co.  A,  112th,  night  of  24th. 
Moved  back  into  reserve.    Losses,  four  wounded. 

Oct.  27 — Eelieved  Co.  B,  112th,  and  remained  in  position  until  relieved  by 
Co.  C,  312th  M.G.  Bn.,  night  of  Oct.  28th  when  we  marched  out  to  COTE  DE8 
ROCHES. 

AETHUE   SABEIE, 
Sgt.,  Commanding  2nd  Platoon. 
****** 

Operations  Report,  3rd  Platoon,  M.G.  Company,   115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — Advanced  with  2nd  Battalion  from  behind  hill  between  SAMOG- 
NEUX  and  BEABANT  as  assaulting  platoon  of  right  company  of  support 
battalion.     Took  up  positions  with  assaulting  company.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  9 — Held  positions  as  of  previous  day.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  10 — Platoon  advanced  to  the  right  of  2nd  Battalion  joining  first  bat- 
talion. This  night  one  section  of  two  guns  advanced  with  Co.  B  to  positions 
along  the  side  of  tramway  near  water  tower.  The  other  section  remaining 
with  Co.  A,  in  old  positions.    Losses,  none. 

Oct.  11 — The  platoon  was  again  consolidated  to  take  up  positions  with  the 
1st  Bn.  facing  east.  On  this  evening  we  took  up  positions  on  the  right  flank 
of  the  1st  Bn.  with  one  section  and  on  the  left  flank  of  the  same  battalion  with 
the  other  section.     Losses,  one  wounded. 

Oct.  12 — The  section  on  the  right  moved  to  better  positions  near  the  Ger- 
man Eed  Cross  Dugout.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  13 — No  change  of  positions.     Losses,  one  wounded. 

Oct.  14 — No  change  of  positions.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  15 — Fell  back  in  reserve.  One  section  going  on  combat  liaison  with 
a  platoon  from  Co.  A  of  the  115th  Inf.  on  the  extreme  left  flank  between  the 
33rd  and  29th  Div.  They  returned  the  same  night  going  into  reserve.  Losses, 
none. 
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Oct.  16— Remained  in  reserve  this  day.     Losses,  one  wounded. 

Oct.  17— This  evening  an  alarm  of  a  counter  attack  was  given  and  Ihe  en- 
tire platoon  took  up  positions  at  the  cross  roads  near  the  water  tower.  Losses 
none. 

Oct.  19— Returned  to  support  positions  relieving  Co.  B  of  the  112th  M.G. 
Bn.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  19-20-21-22.  No  change  of  positions  during  these  dates.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  W— Advanced  this  morning  with  the  1st  Bn.  taking  up  positions  on  the 

flanks  of  this  battalion  and   remaining    here.      Losses,    four    killed    and    one 

wounded. 

Oct.  24— Fell  back  to  reserve  positions  being  relieved  by  Co.  B  of  the  112th 
-M.G.  Bn.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  25— Took  up  support  positions  further  forward  in  the  woods.     Losses 
none. 

Oct.  26 — No  change  of  positions.     Losses,  none. 

Oct.  27— Relieved  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn.  this  day  in  the  front  line.    Losses, 


none. 


Oct.  &?— Returned  to  reserve  this  night,  being  relieved  by  a  company  of 
the  312th  M.G.  Bn. 

Oct.  23— Marched  to  COTE  DE8  ROCHES  early  this  morning  .joining  the 
regiment  at  the  same  point  where  the  drive  was  started. 

RALPH  SOLOMON, 
2nd  Lieut.,  Inf.,  U.S.A. 

Report  or  Operations,  1st  Battalion,  115th  [nfantrt. 

Map  Reference  VERDUN  B. 

Scale  1  to  20,000. 

S  Oct,. — This   Battalion   was   assaulting   unit  of  Regiment   covering   a    front 

of  one  kilometer  between  meridians  24  and  25.  Battalion  w:m  formed  at 
jumping-off  point  on  parallel  77  with  Company  A  on  right  and  Company  B  on 
left  of  the  assaulting  line,  each  company  covering  a  front  of  500  meters.  Com- 
pany D  on  the  left,  Company  C  on  the  righi  supporting  line.  One  platoon  of 
the  3rd  Battalion  was  attached  to  keep  combat  liaison  with  33rd  Division  on 
left.  The  battalion  jumped  off  promptly  Jit  zero  hour,  direction  due  North. 
A  heavy  artillery  barrage  was  laid  on  the  Battalion's  first  objective  for  one 
hour  and  20  minutes,  which  was  Considered  to  be  a  waste  of  time  and  •immiini 
tion.  The  first  line  advanced  close  to  barrage  and  took  first  objective  as  soon 
as  barrage  lifted,   capturing   a   number  of   prisoners   and   a    few   machine   guns. 

When  barrage  lifted  from  our  first  objective  it  fell  on  intermediate  objective 

for  period  of  40  minutes.  Our  first  line  advanced  close  to  barrage  ahd  took 
objective  as  soon  as  barrage  lifted  and  moved  forward.  Many  prisoners  and 
machine  guns  were  taken  when  battalion  reached  this  point.  Co  ordinate 
points  24.0 — 78.8  to  2o.O — 78.8.  Co.  I)  was  used  in  mopping  up  trenches  from 
left  of  Battalion's  objective  to  canal,  as  the  83rd  Division  had  not  e,ros;ed  :if 
that  time.  The  objective  was  consolidated  and  organized  in  depth.  Second 
Battalion  executed  a  passage  of  lines  on   this  objective. 

'.)  Oct. — Battalion  held  position  taken  previous  day  as  support  battalion. 
Cos.  A  and  C  in  the  afternoon  reported  to  2nd  Battalion  and  were  used  on 
right  to  fill  the  gap  between  the  115th  and  116th  Infantry.  There  was  con- 
siderable artillery  fire   on   sector   occupied   by   battalion   during   Die   day. 
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10  Oct. — The  battalion  was  ordered  to  advance  and  executed  a  passage  of 
lines  through  the  2nd  Battalion  at  co-ordinate  points  24.0 — 80.5  to  25.0 — 80.9, 
moving  North  in  CONSENVOYE  WOODS  between  parallels  24  and  25.  After 
a  30  minute  artillery  preparation  on  strategic  points,  Co.  D  as  left  assaulting 
company  and  Co.  B  right  assaulting  company.  When  these  companies  passed 
thru  the  lines  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  Cos.  A  and  C  joined  them  on  their  right. 
The  battalion  moved  to  objective  at  co-ordinate  points  24.0 — 81.2  to  25.5 — 
81.5  with  the  four  companies  on  the  assaulting  line.  After  reaching  the  point 
the  116th  Infantry  relieved  Cos.  A  and  C  and  they  then  moved  to  support  Cos. 
B  and  D.  Great  machine  gun  resistance  was  met  from  high  ground  at  right, 
front,  North  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  During  the  advance  Co.  D  had  liaison 
with  the  3rd  battalion  on  ljjft  until  the  afternoon  when  Co.  1)  advanced  to 
RICHENE  HILL  and  held  high  ground  as  far  as  co-ordinate  point  81.8  where 
they  lost  liaison  with  either  flank.  Co.  B  was  sent  to  fill  gap  between  our  left 
and  3rd  Battalion.  At  this  point  B  and  D  Cos.  received  both  friendly  and 
enemy  artillery  fire.     Position  was  consolidated  and  organized  in  depth. 

11  Oct. — Battalion  moved  to  dugouts  in  rear  of  RICHENE  HILL  to  sup- 
port advance  of  2nd  Battalion,  who  did  not  advance.  That  afternoon  Co.  B 
was  sent  to  position  previously  occupied,  taking  over  sector  occupied  by  Co. 
D.  Co.  A  was  placed  on  right  of  B  facing  East  and  covering  right  flank  and 
open  ground  West  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Cos.  C  and  D  were  held  in  sup- 
port. Battalion  remained  in  this  position  until  October  16th.  Intermittent 
machine  gun  fire  was  received  from  enemy  during  this  period  and  battalion 
was  subjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire. 

16  Oct. — The  Battalion  withdrew  to  RICHENE  HILL  to  support  the  ad- 
vance of  the  3rd  Bn.  Co.  C  was  attached  to  the  3rd  Bn.  and  advanced  with 
them  on  their  right.  The  left  of  the  3rd  Bn.  was  left  open  in  this  move. 
Cos.  A  and  B  were  thrown  in  to  fill  this  gap  and  connected  with  33rd  Division. 
Intermittent  artillery  fire  including  several  gas  shells  during  the  day. 

17  Oct. — Battalion  advanced  North  between  parallels  24  and  25  from  co- 
ordinate points  24.0 — 81.1  to  25.0 — 81.4.  Co.  A  was  left  assaulting  and  Co. 
D  right  assaulting  company.  Liaison  was  lost  between  33rd  Division  making 
it  necessary  to  put  Co.  B  on  left,  Co.  A  to  connect  with  33rd  Division.  Ob- 
jective was  reached  and  consolidated  at  co-ordinate  points  24.0 — 82.5  to  25.0 — 
82.6.  Great  artillery  resistance  was  met  at  this  point  and  many  casualties. 
Friendly  artillery  fired  into  our  lines  at  this  point. 

18  Oct. — Battalion  held  position  taken  previous  day  and  dug  in.  Intermit- 
tent artillery  fire  all  day. 

19  Oct. — Battalion  relieved  by  3rd  Battalion,  115th  Infantry,  and  went 
into  support  at  RICHENE  HILL  until  October  24th. 

24  Oct. — Battalion  formed  for  advance  to  cover  advance  of  the  116th  In- 
fantry, who  was  to  advance  due  East.  This  battalion  advanced  Northeast  to  a 
covering  line.  Co.  D  on  the  left  and  Co.  B  on  the  right  of  the  assaulting  line. 
Co.  A  and  Co.  C  in  support.  Combat  liaison  was  furnished  from  Co.  C  to  keep 
liaison  with  116th  on  right.  Enemy  barrage  fell  on  the  battalion  as  formed 
for  advance  causing  many  casualties.  Left  of  the  battalion  reached  objective, 
but  due  to  mistake  of  map  showing  but  one  railroad  and  also  due  to  a  depletion 
of  right  assaulting  company,  right  of  objective  was  not  reached.  Battalion  was 
under  intense  artillery  fire  and  encountered  heavy  machine  gun  resistance. 

25  Oct. — The  advance  was  resumed  by  Cos.  A  and  B  on  right  of  sector, 
their  objective  being  reached  and  consolidated.  Little  artillery  but  heavy  ma- 
chine gun  firing  during  the  day.     Battalion  was  relieved  on  the  night  of  25th 
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and  26th  of  October  by  the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  116th  Infantrv.  Then  moved 
to  support  position  on  RICHENE  HILL. 

26  Oct.— The  Battalion  moved  from  support  position  to  reserve  in  CON- 
SENVOYE  WOODS,  where  it  remained  until  October  29th.  Intermittent 
artillery  fire  was  received  during  this  period. 

29  Oct.— The  battalion  was  relieved  by  the  32nd  Battalion  of  the  316th  In- 
fantry and  moved  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES  where  the  regiment  was  assembled. 

Machine  Gun— During  the  entire  advance  the  Machine  Gun  Company  was 
attached  to  the  Battalion,  with  one  section  being  attached  to  each  company. 
They  were  found  very  useful  in  covering  gaps  and  reducing  machine  gun  nests 
so  that  they  could  be  out-flanked. 

Casualties  during  the  entire  operations: 

Killed— Officers,  2;   Men,  46.     Wounded— Officers,  3;   Men,  180. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  this  Battalion  had  three  different  commanders  during 
the  advance,  this  report  is  being  submitted  by  the  Battalion  Adjutant. 

LAWRENCE  C.  PHELPS, 

1st  Lieut.,  Adjutant. 

****** 

REPORT   OF  OPERATIONS,   COMPANY  A,   115TB.   INFANTRY. 

Oct.  8— At  H  hour  this  company  was  ready  and  advanced  with  the  right 
assaulting  unit  of  the  1st  Bn.,  115th  Infantry  in  a  thin  line,  as  per  field  order; 
Lt.  L.  J.  Jobes,  commanding  3rd  platoon.  The  1st  platoon,  Lt.  P.  E.  Marsh 
commanding,  and  the  2nd  platoon,  Lt.  F.  L.  Smith  commanding  was  in  assault- 
ing platoon,  and  the  4th  platoon,  in  charge  of  Sgt.  Guy  Anders,  in  support. 

Keached  first  objective  without  any  opposition.  Waiting  for  the  barrage 
to  lift  and  then  continued  to  the  intermediate  objective,  the  1st  Bn 's.  objec- 
tive, receiving  machine  gun  fin-  and  capturing  aboul   LOO  prisoners. 

When  the  combat  groups  were  placed,  the  enemy's  artillery  compelled  the 
groups  to  dig  in  for  safety.  Two  men  were  killed  and  several  wounded*.  Prom 
this  position  the  2nd  Bn.  went  forward. 

Oct.  9— Had   reliefs  for  the  groups  and   the  remainder   of  the  company 

rested  in  dugouts.     About    14:30  o'clock  was  commanded  to  move  to  ;.   position 
on  the  right  of  the  2nd  Bn.  so  the  line  could  be  Straightened   the  next    day. 

Oct.  10—Tho  1st  platoon  commanded  by  Lt.  P.  E.  Marsh;  the  2nd  platoon, 

under  Lt.  F.  L.  Smith;  flu-  1th  platoon,  in  charge  of  Sgt.  (;,,y  Anders,  formed 
the  assaulting  line  and  the  support  was  the  3rd  platoon  under  Sgt.  Robt. 
Hunter.  The  company  pushed  through  the  woods  and  was  held  along  the 
Northern  edge  of  the  woods  near  MOLLBVILLB  FARM  by  very  heavy  ma 
chine  gun  fire.  When  the  line  was  established  the  company  had  several  men 
badly  wounded  by  the  artillery.  About  dark  was  relieved  by  the  U6th  In 
fantry.  Then  Co.  A  marie  a  Dumber  of  combat  groups  facing  Xortheasl  across 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM  along  the  Improved  road  which  is  parallel,  to  CO -Ordin- 
ate 25.  This  connected  Co.  B,  L15th  Infantry,  and  the  116th  infantry.  These 
groups  were  occupied  five  nights  and  four  days  during  which  times  thev  were 
shelled  by  the  enemy's  artillery. 

Oct.  16 — Was  in  support  to  the  2nd  Bn,  which  was  helping  the  3rd  Bn.  to 
reach  its  objective.  After  doing  so  returned  to  positions  left  and  which  had 
been  held  for  the  past  four  days.     Remained  there  during  the  following  day. 

Oct.  17 — Half  of  the  company,  consisting  of  the   1st   and   3rd   platoons,  1111 
der  Lt.  Marsh,  was  the  combat  liaison  group  between   the  :V.'>v<\  and  20th   Divi 
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sions.    While  performing  their  duty  was  under  a  heavy  artillery  bombardment 
and  some  fire  of  machine  guns.     Several  men  were  badly  wounded. 

Oct.  18 — This  company  relieved  Co.  I,  115th  Infantry,  in  the  front  line. 
Upon  short  notice  went  forward  as  an  assaulting  company  thru  heavy  woods, 
establishing  a  line  on  the  final  objective  of  the  Division's  sector.  Dug  in  after 
connecting  with  the  33rd  Division  on  our  left.  Sent  patrols  to  right  but  could 
not  connect  with  the  company  on  the  right.  Had  some  machine  gun  fire  and 
was  heavily  bombarded  by  the  enemy's  artillery  throughout  the  night.  Had  a 
few  men  killed  and  many  wounded,  but  held  our  position. 

Oct.  19 — Joined  our  line  with  Co.  D,  115th  Inf.,  on  our  right  and  made 
line  straight. 

Oct.  20 — Position  was  take-over  by  Co.  I,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  21-22— Company  was  in  support  of  RICHENE  HILL. 

Oct.  23 — The  1st  and  3rd  platoons,  under  Lt.  Marsh,  were  sent  to  reinforce 
Co.  D,   115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  24 — These  two  platoons  straightened  line  partly  across  ravine  in 
BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  connecting  with  Co.  B,  115th  Infantry. 
The  remainder  of  the  company,  under  Captain  E.  F.  Munshower,  was  on  the 
right  of  Co.  B.  The  2nd  platoon  under  Lt.  F.  L.  Smith  established  a  line  well 
down  in  the  ravine.  During  the  placing  of  the  groups  in  this  line  the  enemy 
made  the  greatest  resistance  w'ith  machine  guns,  snipers  and  artillery.  Three 
men  were  killed  and  several  wounded  during  the  day's  activities.  Was  re- 
lieved by  the  3rd  Bn.  of  the  115th  Inf.  and  3rd  Bn.  of  116th  Infantry.  Com- 
pany went  back  into  dugouts  on  RICHENE  HILL  for  the  night. 

Oct.  2.5-29 — Company  was  in  reserve.  Was  relieved  by  Co.  C,  316th  In- 
fantry at  3:50  o'clock  29th  October.  Marched  back  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES 
where  the  regiment  was  relieved. 

E.  F.  MUNSHOWER, 

Captain,  U.S.   Inf. 

****** 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  COMPANY  A,  115TH  INFANTRY. 
Strength  of  Company  on  morning  of  8  Oct.  18: 

Officers  N.C.O  's  Men 

1st    Platoon 1                 6  19  . 

2nd    Platoon 1                  7  21 

3rd    Platoon 1                  4  IS 

4th    Platoon 0                  6  20 

8  Oct. — Positions  of  platoons  and  formation  of  each.  Third  platoon  in  this 
line,  extending  from  24.5 — 76.8  to  25.0 — 76.8.  First  platoon  on  right  flank 
of  second  line  in  combat  groups.  Second  platoon  on  left  flank  of  second  line 
in  combat  groups.  Fourth  platoon  in  support  in  combat  groups.  This  com- 
pany was  the  right  assaulting  company  of  assaulting  battalion. 

Course  of  Action:  Advanced  to  line  of  trenches  25.0 — 7S.8,  capturing 
three  lines  of  trenches,  also  day  posts,  several  dugouts.  Cleaned  out  one  ma- 
chine gun  nest.  Formed  combat  groups  in  this  line  and  held  position  even 
after  2nd  Bn.  continued  the  advance. 

Location  at  end  of  day:     Line  of  groups  at  25.0 — 78.8. 

Losses:     Killed,  Officers  1;  Men,  1.     Wounded  slightly,  Officers  0;  Men  5. 

Prisoners  captured:      About  100. 
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Remarks:  Bad  resistance  from  a  machine  gun  nest  and  light  artillery 
which  made  direct  hits. 

9  Oct.— Positions  of  company.  Same  as  yesterday  until  noon.  Changed  to 
right  of  2nd  Bn.  extending  to  read  at  25.3—80.4.  Put  out  combat  groups. 
Losses,  none. 

10  Oct.— Position  of  company:  Center  company  of  assaulting  battalion  at 
25.35—80.4.  First  platoon  on  right  flank,  fourth  platoon  in  center,  second 
platoon  on  left  flank,  third  platoon  in  support.  Course  of  action:  Advanced 
to  edge  of  woods  at  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  25.4—81.4.  Losses,  3  wounded. 
Location  at  end  of  day:     Line  of  combat  groups  along  25  from  81.45  to  81.7. 

10-15  Oct. — Occupied  post   established   25.   from   81.45 — 81.7. 

15  Oct. — Position  of  company:  A  support  company  to  2nd  Bn.  at  point 
24.8 — 81.1.  First  platoon  on  right  flank  and  fourth  platoon  in  center;  second 
platoon  on  left  in  combat  groups,  remainder  of  company  in  support.  Course 
of  Action:  Followed  assaulting  line  as  per  orders.  After  the  assaulting  com- 
panies established  their  front  line,  the  enemy  made  great  resistance  with 
M.G's.  This  company  established  a  line  and  prevented  the  men  from  the 
front  line  companies  to  go  back  any  further.     Losses,  1  killed. 

16  Oct. — Reestablished  groups  along  road  at  25  from  81.45  to  81.7. 

17  Oct. — Position  of  company:  Second  platoon  at  Co.  P.O.  at  25.— 81.4. 
First  and  third  platoons  under  Lt.  P.  E.  Marsh  formed  combat  liaison  group  be- 
tween 33rd  Division  and  29th  Division  at  23.9 — 81.9.  Course  of  action:  Kept 
liaison  with  33rd  but  a  heavy  bombardment  caused  unit  on  left  to  move  east. 
Patrols  were  sent  forward  to  connect  with  them  but  failed.  Losses,  2  wounded. 
Location:     All  the  company  at  Co.  P.O.  25. — 81.4. 

IS  Oct. — Position  of  company:  Front  line  and  assaulting  company  of  as- 
saulting battalion  at  24.2—81.9.  Formation:  Two  thin  linos  consisting  of 
first,  second  and  third  platoons.  Course  of  action:  Advance  thru  woods 
reaching  final  divisional  objective  at  24.2 — 82.8.  Established  combat  groups 
and  dug  in.     Location:      24.2—82.8.     Losses,  3  killed;   5   wounded — 2  of  whom 

died  later.  Remarks:  Received  what  seemed  to  be  direel  artillery  fire  and 
trench  mortar  shelling,  all  of  which  lasted  throughout  the  night.  Had  some 
M.O,  fire. 

1.9  Oct. — Position  of  company:  Same  as  t lie  tSth,  but  extending  |jm.  lo 
right  to  connect  with  Co.   I),    115th    Infantry. 

20  Oct. — Position  of  company:  Same  as  the  Uifh  and  !:)Ui  until  dark, 
when    relieved     by    Co.    f,    115th    Infantry.      Went    in    support    on    RICIIENK 

HILL. 

21-22  Oct.—  ln  support  on   RICHENE   HILL. 

23  Oct* — Position  Of  company:  Second  platoon  in  support  on  RICIIENE 
HILL.  First  and  third  platoons,  under  Lt.  Marsh,  were  sent  to  reinforce  Co. 
D,   115th   Infantry,  at   25.3—82.8. 

24  Oct. — Position   of  Company.      First   and   third   platoons  along  2.",..")  --S2.8, 

connecting  with  Co.  B,  L15th  Inf.    Second  platoon  25.7 — 82.8.    Course  of  ac 

tion :      Advanced    thru    wood    and    across    open    strips    of    land    and    established 
line  of  Combat  groups.      Losses:       Killed    2,   wounded    '.',.      Remarks:       Received 

much  machine  gun  fire  and  snipers  were  in   force,  making  it   impossible  to 
move,  even  crawling,  without  being  shot  at  by  a  sniper.    Was  relieved  by  the 

315th   Infantry  and   116th   Infantry  and   went  in  support    on   BIOHENB   HILL. 
25-2!)  Oct. —  Position   of  company:      fn   reserve   at    point    24.8 — 80.7.      Noth- 
ing unusual.     Losses,  none. 
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29  Oct.— Believed  by  Co.  G,  316th  Infantry  and  marched  to  COTE  DES 
ROCHES.    Losses,  none. 


Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  A,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  <?— The  1st  Platoon,  Co.  A,  115th  Inf.,  commanded  by  1st  Lt.  Paul  E. 
Marsh  went  over  the  top  at  6:20  o'clock,  8  Oct.  18,  advanced  and  reached  ob- 
jective about  8:30  o'clock  taking  several  prfeoners.  Held  our  objective  until 
relieved  by  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  which  took  up  the  advance.  Established 
positions  and  remained  in  support. 

Oct.  9 — The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  1st  Lt.  Paul  E.  Marsh,  remained 
in  support  at  the  intermediate  objective,  until  16:30  o'clock  when  we  went 
forward  to  occupy  the  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.,  thereby  protecting  the 
right  flank  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  10 — The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  1st  Lt.  Paul  E.  Marsh,  advanced 
with  the  1st  Bn.,  115th  Inf.  to  close  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.  Beached 
objective  and  established  positions  connecting  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  the 
116th  Inf.  During  the  afternoon  our  position  was  heavily  bombarded.  Two 
men  wounded. 

Oct.  11th — The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  1st  Lt.  Paul  E.  Marsh,  was  with- 
drawn to  the  left  and  advanced  to  take  up  position  on  the  right  flank  of  the 
2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  during  heavy  machine  gun  and  artillery  fire,  later  being 
withdrawn  to  establish  a  position  on  the  right  flank  further  to  the  rear. 

Oct.  12 — The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  1st  Lt.  Paul  E.  Marsh,  occupied 
positions  established  11  Oct.  18.  Was  unable  to  better  positions  on  account  of 
rainy  weather.     Artillery  fire  at  intervals  throughout  the  day. 

Oct.  13 — The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Barry  L.  Castle,  Lt.  Marsh 
commanding  company,  improved  its  position  by  "digging  in"  and  camouflag- 
ing.    Heavy  artillery  bombardments  throughout  the  day. 

Oct.  14,  15,  16 — Held  positions. 

Oct.  17 — The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Harry  L.  Castle,  advanced 
and  formed  combat  liaison  between  the  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  the  33rd  Divi- 
sion. Advanced  thru  an  intense  barrage  having  several  men  wounded,  later 
retiring  and  taking  up  positions  on  the  right  flank  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf., 
Sgt.  Harry  L.  Castle  being  severely  wounded. 

Oct.  18 — The  1st  and  2nd  Platoons  were  consolidated  and  commanded  by 
1st  Lieut.  Lester  L.  Smith.  Relieved  one  platoon  of  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  and  ad- 
vancing thru  a  heavy  woods  and  artillery  fire,  taking  the  final  objective  of 
the  115th  Inf.  During  an  intense  bombardment,  which  lasted  throughout  the 
night,  several  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Oct.  19 — The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  1st  Lt.  Lester  L.  Smith,  held 
position  taken  the  preceding  day.  Improved  the  positions  during  a  heavy 
artillery  bombardment,  losing  several  men  killed  and  wounded. 

Oct.  20 — -The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith,  held  position  until  re- 
lieved by  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  at  17:00  o'clock.  Retired  and  took  \i\y  support 
positions. 

Oct  21-22 — Remained  in  support  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf. 

Qcim  23 — The  1st  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Paul  E.  Marsh,  was  led 
in  support  of  Co.  D,  115th  Inf.  to  close  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.  re- 
treating, later  Lt.  Marsh  placed  his  platoon  in  the  front  line,  holding  the 
front  line  during  heavy  enemy  machine  gun  fire.     Several  men  were  wounded. 
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Oct.  24 — The  first  platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Marsh,  succeeded  in  destroy- 
ing several  machine  gun  nests,  and  establishing  the  front  line  on  the  final  ob- 
jective of  the  116th  Inf.,  holding  that  position  under  heavy  machine  gun  and 
artillery  fire.  Were  relieved  and  retired  to  the  support  position  cf  the  2nd 
Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  Lt.  Marsh  being  placed  in  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.  Several  men 
were  wounded. 

Oct.  25 — The  first  platoon,  commanded  by  Corp.  Millard  M.  Wilraer,  being 
relieved  by  one  platoon  of  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  went  to  the  rear  in  reserve  for 
the  first  time  during  the  advance. 

Oct.  26,  27,  28 — Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.  29 — Were  relieved  by  the  316th  Infantry. 

FREDERICK  L.  SMITH, 

1st  Lieut.,  Co.  A. 

*     *     »     *     ♦ 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  Company  A,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  1st  Lt.  Frederick  L.  Smith,  went 
over  the  top  at  6:20  o'clock.  Advanced  and  reached  objective  about  8:30 
o'clock.  Took  several  prisoners.  Held  our  objective  until  relieved  by  the 
2nd  Bn.,  Inf.  which  took  up  the  advance.  Established  position  and  re- 
mained in  support. 

Oct.  9 — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith,  remained  in  support 
at  the  intermediate  objective  until  16:30  o'clock  when  we  went  forward  to 
occupy  the  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.,  thereby  protecting  the  right  flank 
of  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  10 — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith,  advanced  with  the 
1st  Bn.,  115th  Inf.  to  close  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.  Reached  objective 
and  established  position  connecting  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  the  left  flank 
of  the  116th  Inf.  During  the  afternoon  our  position  was  harassed  by  enemy 
sniping  and  artillery  fire.     One  man  was  wounded. 

Oct.  11 — The  2nd  Phi  toon  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith  was  withdrawn  to  the 
left  and  advanced  to  take  up  position  on  the  righ-1  flank  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  L15th 
Inf.,  during  heavy  machine  gun  and  artillery  /ire.  One  man  killed.  Were 
later  withdrawn  to  established  position  on  the  right  Hank  further  to  the  rear. 

Oct.  12 — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith,  occupied  positions 
established  the  preceding  day.  Was  unable  to  better  positions  on  account  of 
rainy  weather.     Heavy  enemy   artillery   fire   at    intervals   throughout   the   day. 

Oct.  IS — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith,  improved  positions 
by  digging  in  and  camouflaging.  Heavy  artillery  fire  throughout  the  day. 
Enemy  airplanes  sprayed  the  line  with  machine  gun  fire. 

Oct.  14,  15,  16 — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith,  held  posi- 
tions taken  13  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  jy — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt,  Smith,  was  in  the  support 
of  the  1st  and  3rd  Platoons  of  this  company  which  were  the  combat  liaison 
between   the   115th  Inf.  and   the  33rd    Division. 

Oct.  jg — The  1st  and  2nd  Platoons  were  consolidated  and   commanded  by 

Lt.  Smith. 

Oct.    19-20 — The    1st    and    2nd    Platoons,    consolidated,    commanded    by    Lt. 

Smith. 

Oct.  21    22    23 — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.   Smith,  remained  in 

support  of  the  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf. 
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Oct.  23 — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith,  was  led  in  support  of 
Co.  D  to  close  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.  Later  the  2nd  Platoon  was  placed 
on  the  left  of  Co.  D,  115th  Inf.,  which  position  we  held  during  a  heavy  machine 
gun  and  artillery  fire.     Several  men  were  wounded. 

Oct.  24 — The  2nd  Platoon  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith  helped  to  destroy  sev- 
eral machine  gun  nests  and  establish  the  front  line  of  the  final  objective  of 
the  116th  Inf.,  holding  that  position  under  heavy  enemy  machine  gun  and 
artillery  fire.  "W|ere  relieved  and  retired  to  the  support  positions  of  the  2nd 
Bn.,  115th  Inf.  * 

Oct.  25 — The  2nd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Smith,  was  relieved  by  Co. 
I,  115th  Inf.,  and  retired  to  the  reserve  for  the  first  time  during  the  advance. 

Oct.  26,  27,  &S— Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.  29— Relieved  by  the  316th  Infantry. 

FREDERICK  L.  SMITH, 

1st  Lieut.,  Co.  A. 


Operations  Report,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  A,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Lt.  Leslie  L.  Jobes,  went  over  the 
top  at  6:20  o'clock.  Advanced  and  reached  objective  at  8:30  o'clock.  Took 
several  prisoners.  After  reaching  the  intermediate  objective  the  3rd  platoon  suc- 
ceeded in  destroying  one  machine  gun  nest.  Lt.  Jobes  was  killed  and  two  men 
seriously  wounded  by  machine  gun  fire.  Two  men  were  killed  and  one  wounded 
by  artillery  fire. 

Oct.  9 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  William  Cramer,  remained  in 
support  at  the  intermediate  objective  until  16:30  o'clock  when  it  went  for- 
ward to  occupy  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.,  thereby  protecting  the  right 
flank  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  113th  Inf. 

Oct.  10 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Cramer,  advanced  with  the 
1st  Bn.,  to  close  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.  Reached  objective  and  estab- 
lished positions  connecting  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  the  116th  Inf.  During 
the  afternoon  our  positions  were  heavily  bombarded. 

Oct.  11 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Cramer,  was  withdrawn  to 
the  left  and  advanced  to  take  up  positions  on  the  right  flank  of  the  2nd  Bn., 
125th  Infantry,  during  heavy  machine  gun  and  artillery  fire.  Several  men 
were  wounded.     Later  withdrawn  to  establish  position  further  to  the  rear. 

Oct.  12 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Guy  Anders,  Sgt.  Cramer 
being  sent  to  the  rear  seriously  ill,  was  unable  to  better  position  on  account  of 
rainy  weather.     Artillery  fire  at  intervals  throughout  the  day. 

Oct.  13 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  improved  the  posi- 
tions by  digging  in  and  camouflaging. 

Oct.  14,  15,  16 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  held  posi- 
tions taken  on  12  Oct.  1ft, 

Oct.  17 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  advanced  and 
formed  combat  liaison  with  the  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  33rd  Div.  Advanced 
thru  an  intense  barrage.  Several  men  were  wounded.  Later  returned  and 
took  up  position  on  the  right  flank  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.  Several  men 
were  wounded. 

Oct.  18 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  relieved  one  platoon 
of  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  and  advancing  through  a  heavy  woods  and  tirtillery  fire, 
took  the  final  objective  of  the  115th  Inf.  and  held  the  position  during  an  in- 
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tense   bombardment   which   lasted    throughout   the   night,      Several    men    were 
killed  and  wounded. 

Oc^.  19 — The  3rd  platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  held  the  positions 
taken  the  preceding  day.  Improved  the  positions  during  a  heavy  artillery 
bombardment. 

Oct.  20 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  held  position  taken 
on  the  18th  until  relieved  by  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  at  17:00  o'clock.  Retired  and 
took  up  support  positions. 

Oct.  21,  22 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  remained  in 
support  of  the  2nd  Bn. 

Oct.  23 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Robert  L.  Hunter,  led  his 
platoon  in  support  of  Co.  B,  115th  Inf.,  to  close  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf. 
retreating,  later  taking  up  position  in  the  front  line,  which  position  we  held 
during  heavy  artillery  and  machine  gun  fire. 

Oct.  24 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Hunter,  helped  in  driving 
out  several  machine  gun  nests  and  establishing  the  front  line  on  the  final  ob- 
jective of  the  116th  Inf.  Sgt.  Hunter,  being  killed,  Corp.  Thomas  R.  Rock- 
well was  placed  in  command  of  the  platoon,  holding  that  position  under  heavy 
enem}  machine  gun  and  artillery  fire.  Several  men  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Were  relieved,  and  retired  to  the  support  of  the  2nd  Bn.,   115th  Inf. 

Oct.  25 — The  3rd  Platoon,  commanded  by  Corp.  Rockwell,  was  relieved  by 
Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  and  went  to  the  rear  in  reserve  for  the  first  time  during  ad- 
vance. 

Oct.  26,  27,  28 — Remained   in   reserve. 

Oct.  29— Relieved  by  316th  Inf.  FREDERICK  L.  SMITH, 

1st  Lieut.,  Co.  A. 
»      #     #     *     « 

Operation*   I!ei>ort,    1th   Platoon,  Co.  A.,  115th  Inf. 

Oct.  8 — -The  4th  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Guy  Anders,  went  over  the 
top  at  6:20  o'clock,  and  advanced  in  support  of  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  platoons 
of  this  company,  and  mopped  1 1 f >  the  trenches  and  (logouts,  securing  several 
prisoners.  Reached  the  intermediate  objective  at  8:45  o'clock,  and  look  up 
position  in  support  of  Co.  A. 

Oct.  9 — The  4th  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  remained  in  support 
of  the  intermediate  objective  till  16:30  o'clock,  when  it  moved  forward  to 
close  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.,  thereby  protecting  the  righl  flank  of  the 
2nd  Bn. 

Oct.  10 — The  4th  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  advanced  with  the 
1st  Bn.,  to  close  gap  caused  by  the  116th  Inf.  Reached  objective  Olid  estab- 
lished position  connecting  with  the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  the  116th  Inf. 
During  the  afternoon  our  position  was  heavily  bombarded.  Heveral  men  were 
wounded. 

Oct.  11 — The  4th  platoon,  commanded  by  Bgt.  Anders,  was  withdrawn  to 
the  left  and  advanced  to  take  up  position  on  the  right  flank  of  the  2nd  Bn., 
115th  Infantry,  during  heavy  enemy  machine  gun  and  artillery  lire.  Were 
withdrawn   later  to  establish   position  further  to  the  rear. 

Oct.  12 — The  4th  Platoon,  commanded  by  Sgt.  Anders,  was  disbanded  to 
reinforce  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  platoons.  Hgt.  Anders  was  placed  in  command 
of  3rd  platoon. 

FREDERICK   L.  SMITH, 

1st  Lieut.,  Co.  A. 
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REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  B,  115 TH  INFANTRY. 

The  following  is  a  report  covering  the  recent  operations  of  this  company. 

Strength  of  company  on  morning  of  Oct.  8,  1918. 

4  Officers,  31  N.C.O's,  122  Men. 

8  Oct. — Company  on  left  of  front  line  of  assaulting  battalion  at  point  24.6 
— 77.0.  First  platoon  in  single  line  of  skirmishers  with  about  15  pace  inter- 
vals extending  across  entire  company  front,  and  scouts  to  their  front.  Second 
platoon  on  right  and  fourth  platoon  on  left  about  100  meters  in  rear,  both 
platoons  in  line  of  combat  groups.  Third  platoon  in  support  and  about  150 
meters  in  rear  in  line  of  combat  groups.  Advanced  at  zero  hour  with  left 
resting  on  24  and  right  on  24.5.  Captured  24  prisoners  and  one  Machine  gun 
at  24.4 — 77.7.  Continued  to  advance  north  in  same  formation,  capturing  a 
number  of  prisoners,  to  78.7  reaching  objective.  Consolidated  positions  on 
line  24.0—78.7  to  24.5—78.7.  Killed  1;  wounded  slightly  2.  Practically  no 
resistance  encountered.     Remained  in  this  position  until  October  10th. 

10  Oct.— Company  in  front  line  of  advance  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE, 
the  formation  being  the  same  as  on  Oct.  8th.  Left  of  company  at  24.5  and 
right  at  25.0.  Liaison  with  Co.  D  on  left  and  Co.  A  on  right.  Moved  North  to 
81.3  where  considerable  resistance  was  encountered  from  machine  guns  and  artil- 
lery. Afternoon  Oct.  10th  moved  North  to  81.9  connecting  with  right  of  3rd  Bn. 
and  left  of  Co.  D.  Dug  in  at  this  point.  Killed  1;  wounded  severely  2; 
wounded  slightly  2. 

11  Oct. — Company  was  withdrawn  and  moved  to  KICHENE  HILL  to  sup- 
port advance  of  the  2nd  Bn.  and  the  same  night  moved  back  to  the  position 
previously  held,  also  taking  over  the  sector  held  by  Co.  D.  Continued  to  dig  in. 
Wounded  severely  2;  wounded  slightly  3.  Remained  in  this  position  until 
Oct.  16th  with  the  following  casualties:  Wounded  severely  3;  wounded  slight- 
ly 6.  There  was  intermittent  machine  gun  fire  from  the  enemy  during  this 
time  and  the  company  was  several  times  subjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire. 

16  Oct. — Company  was  withdrawn  and  moved  to  RICHENE  HILL  to  sup- 
port advance  of  3rd  Bn.  Occupied  sector  of  front  line  during  night  of  Oct. 
16th.     Slightly  wounded  1;  gassed  5. 

17  Oct. — Company  in  support  in  Battalion  advance  to  North  crossing 
RAVINE  DE  MOYEMONT.  Due  to  the  fact  that  liaison  was  lost  with  the 
33rd  Division  on  our  left  it  was  necessary  to  put  the  company  in  the  front 
line  on  the  left  of  Co.  A  and  connect  with  the  33rd  Division.  The  objective 
was  reached  and  consolidated.  Killed  2;  slightly  wounded  7;  severely  wounded 
6.  The  RAVINE  and  high  ground  East  and  West  of  it  was  heavily  shelled  by 
enemy  artillery. 

18  Oct. — Held  the  sector  taken  the  preceding  day  and  continued  to  dig  in. 
Wounded  severely  2 ;   wounded  slightly  5. 

19  Oct.— Relieved  by  Co.  L  and  went  to  reserve  in  CONSENVOYE  WOODS 
until  Oct.  2S,  1918. 

23  Oct. — Moved  to  support  position  on  RICHENE  HILL.  Slightly 
wounded  1. 

24  Oct. — Company  in  front  line  covering  the  advance  of  the  116th  Infantry 
in  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  Left  of  company  reached  ob- 
jective but,  due  to  depletion  of  company  by  artillery  and  machine  gun  fire  and 
to  mistake  of  railroad  shown  on  map  as  well  as  to  the  fact  that  the  left  of 
company  of  116th  Infantry  with  which  we  were  in  liaison,  did  not  advance, 
the  right   of  the   company   did  not   reach   the  objective.     Killed  4,   wounded 


115TH  INFANTRY  345 

severely  3,  wounded  slightly  3.     Company  was  under  intense  artillery  fire  and 
encountered  severe  machine  gun  fire. 

25  Oct. — Advance  resumed  and  objective  reached  and  consolidated.  Killed 
2;  wounded  slightly  2.  There  was  very  little  artillery  but  heavy  machine  gun 
fire  during  the  day.  The  company  was  relieved  the  night  of  25th  and  26th 
October  by  Co.  M,  116th  Inf.,  and  moved  to  support  position  on  RICHENE 
HILL. 

26  Oct.— Moved  from  support  to  reserve  in  CONSENVOYK  WOODS  where 
the  company  remained  until  October  29th.     No  casualties. 

29  Oct. — Company  relieved  by  the  316th  Infantry  and  moved  back  to  COTE 
DES  ROCHES.     No  casualties. 

WINFIELD  B.  HARWARD, 

Captain,   I  loth  Infantry. 


Operations  Report,   1st  Platoon,  Company  B,   115th  Infantry. 

One  officer;   five  N.C.  O's.;   26  Privates. 

At  point  24.6 — 77.0.  Platoon  in  skirmish  line,  ten  to  fifteen  meters  inter- 
val, covered  front  line  of  advance  of  company  (500  meters).  Scouts  were 
used  in  advance  of  this  line.  Objective  reached.  Resistance  slight.  Con- 
solidated 250  meters  in  position  taken  and  held  this  position  until  Oct.  10th. 
Killed  1  ;  wounded  severely  1.  A  number  of  prisoners  were  taken  and  one 
automatic  rifle  captured. 

Oct.  10 — Held  same  position  in  company  formation  as  on  Oct.  8th  until 
machine  gun  resistance  was  encountered  when  the  platoon  was  strengthened 
by  the  second  and  fourth  platoon.  P.M.  moved  North  with  company  and  pla- 
toon was  held  in  reserve,  two  platoons  of  company  going  on  line  to  left  of 
Co.  D  and  connecting  with  the  right  of  the  Third  Battalion.  Killed  1  :  wound- 
ed severely  1. 

Oct.  11 — Platoon  moved  with  company  to  RICHENE  HTLL  to  support  the 
advance  of  the  Second  Battalion.  Same  night  moved  to  position  held  that 
morning  and  platoon  was  put  on  the  line  and  continued  to  dig  in.  Remained 
in  this  position  until  Oct.  16th. 

Oct.  16 — Moved  with  company  to  RKHENE  HTLL  to  support  advance  of 
the  Third  Battalion,  and  that  night  held  position  on  front  line  of  tramway. 

Oct.  17 — Started  in  support  of  Battalion  advance  but,  in  order  to  maintain 
liaison  between  Co.  A  and  33rd  Division,  the  company  took  a  position  in  the 
front  line  with  the  first  platoon  on  rigid  of  second.  Objective  reached  and 
consolidated.     Slightly  wounded   1.      Platoon   was  under  heavy  artillery  fire. 

Oct.  18 — Continued  to  consolidate  position  taken  previous  day.  Severely 
wounded  I;   slightly  wounded   1. 

Oct.  19 — Company  was  relieved  by  Co.  L  and  went  to  reserve  in  CONSEN- 
VOYE  WOODS  where  we  remained  until  Oct  23rd.     Slightly  wounded   1. 

Oct.  23 — Moved  with  company  to  support  on  BICIIENE  HILL. 

Oct.  24 — In  front  line  of  advance  on  right  of  company  covering  advance  of 
116th  Infantry  in  BOTS  DE  GBANDE  MONTAGNE.  Due  to  intense  shell 
fire  the  platoon  was  depleted  and  lost  liaison  with  platoon  from  Co.  0  on  the 
right.  Platoon  was  reorganized  and  connected  with  right  of  second  platoon 
and  dug  in.     Killed  2;  wounded  severely  3. 

Oct.  25 — Advance  of  previous  day  continued  and  objective  reached  and 
consolidated.     Killed  1.     On  the  night  of  Oct.  25  and  26  platoon  was  relieved 
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by  Co.  M,  116th  Inf.,  and  moved  back  with  company  to  RICHENE  HILL. 

RALPH  B.  BANGHAM, 
Corp.,  Co.  B,  115th  Infantry. 


Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  B,  115th  Infantry. 

One  Officer;  Seven  N.C.O's;  Twenty-five  Privates. 

Oct.  8— At  point  24.6—77.0.  Oh  left  flank  of  assaulting  company  in  line 
of  combat  groups  about  100  meters  in  rear  of  assaulting  platoon  and  covering 
250  meters  in  width.  Connected  with  Co.  A  on  right,  fourth  platoon  on  left. 
Objective  taken  with  small  resistance.  Consolidated  250  meters  in  front  line 
position  and  held  this  until  Oct.  10th.    No  casualties. 

Oct.  10 — Held  same  position  in  company  formation  as  on  8th  until  machine 
gun  resistance  was  met,  then  strengthened  front  line  by  filtration.  Formation 
of  platoon  remained  intact.  Connected  with  Co.  A  on  right  and  fourth  pla- 
toon on  left.  Note:  In  advancing  through  woods  in  combat  groups  at  proper 
intervals  connecting  files  had  to  be  established  between  groups  in  order  to 
maintain  liaison.  Afternoon:  Moved  to  point  81.9  and  took  command  of 
platoon  of  Co.  D.     This  platoon  going  in  support.     One  casualty. 

Oct.  11— Moved  to  RICHENE  HILL  to  support  advance  of  Second  Bat- 
talion. Moved  that  night  back  to  position  held  night  before  by  Cos.  B  and  D, 
and  continued  to  dig  in.  One  casualty.  Remained  in  this  position  until  Oct. 
16,  1918. 

Oct.  16— Moved  to  RICHENE  HILL  to  support  advance  of  Third  Bat- 
talion.    Held  front  line  position  that  night.     Five  casualties. 

Oct.  17 — Started  in  support  of  Battalion  advance  but  in  order  to  maintain 
liaison  between  Co.  A  and  33rd  Division,  company  took  position  in  front  line 
of  advance.  This  platoon  was  in  assaulting  wave  on  left  flank  of  company. 
Objective  taken  and  consolidated.  Two  casualties.  This  position  was  held 
until  Oct.  19th.     One  casualty  on  18th. 

Oct.  19 — Relieved  by  Co.  L.  Went  to  reserve  in  CONSEXVOYE  WOODS. 
Remained  in  reserve  until  Oct.  23rd.     One  casualty. 

Oct.  23— Moved  to  support  on  RICHENE  HILL.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  24— In  front  line  of  advance  on  left  of  Company  covering  advance  of 
116th  Infantry  in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  Reached  objec- 
tive but  due  to  sickness  and  casualties  had  only  one  private  and  two  corporals 
left.  The  platoon  on  my  right  was  completely  disorganized  by  shell  fire  and 
after  two  men  being  killed  in  this  platoon,  withdrew  to  position  in  rear  of 
objective.  Right  of  company  of  116th  did  not  advance  beyond  position  taken 
in  rear  of  objective.     Two  casualties. 

Oct.  25— In  front  line  of  advance  position  same  as  previous  day.  Objec- 
tive reached  and  consolidated.  One  casualty.  Leaving  a  total  of  one  officer, 
one  corporal  and  seven  privates.  Owing  to  depletion  the  company  was  re- 
organized. On  night  of  25th  and  26th  were  relieved  by  Co.  M,  1 1 6th  Infantry. 
Went  into  support  on  RICHENE  HILL. 

Oct.  26— Moved  to  reserve  in  CONSENVOYE  WOODS  and  remained  there 
until    relieved,    October  29th,    by    316th    Infantry. 

RICHARD  J.  RANSONE, 

1st  Lieut.,  115th  Infantry. 
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Report  of   Operations,   3rd  Platoon,  Co.  B,    115th  Inf. 

Oct.  8 — At  point  24.6 — 77.0  Platoon  in  company  support  about  100  meters 
hi  rear  of  assaulting  platoons.  Continued  in  this  position  in  line  of  combat 
groups  until  objective  was  reached,  and  remained  in  support  until  Oct.  10th. 
No  casualties. 

Oct  10 — Held  same  position  in  company  formation  as  on  8th.  Moved  with 
company  to  position  occupied  by  Co.  D.  Platoon  was  small  and  was  used  for 
a  carrying  detail  for  the  company.     Severely  wounded,  1. 

Oct.  11— Moved  with  company  to  RICHENE  HILL  to  support  advance  of 
2nd  Battalion.  Moved  back  to  position  the  day  before  and  remained  there 
until  Oct.  16th.     Platoon  continued  to  act  as  carrying  detail. 

Oct.  16— Moved  with  company  to  RICHENE  HILL  to  support  advance  of 
Third  Battalion.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  17 — Platoon  in  support  of  Company's  advance  but  was  put  in  line 
when  company  was  put  in  on  left  of  Co.  A  to  maintain  liaison  with  the  33rd 
Division.     Objective  reached  and   position  consolidated.     No   casualties. 

Oct.  18 — Continued  to  dig  in  on  same  sector.     Killed,  1. 

Oct.  19 — Moved  with  company  to  reserve  in  CONSENVOYE  WOODS  and 
remained  there  until  Oct.  23.  The  4th  platoon  had  become  depleted  and  the 
3rd  and  4th  platoons  were  consolidated. 

C.  LUTHER  B.  MERNSON, 

Corporal,  Co.   B,   115th   Infantry. 


Report  of  Operations,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  B,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  .9— At  point  24.6—77.0.  On  right  flank  of  eompany,  in  lino  of  combat 
groups  about  100  meters  in  roar  of  assaulting  platoon  and  covering  250  meters 
in  width.     Connected  on   loft   with  combat   liaison  group   from   Third   Battalion. 

Objective  reached  with  alight  resistance  and  consolidated.     Position  held  until 

Oct.  10th.     Slightly  wounded,   1. 

Oct.  10 — Held  same  position  in  company  formation  as  on  Oct.  8th  until 
machine  gun  resistance  was  encountered  when  front  line  WSM  strengthened  by 
filtration.  Moved  North  with  company  and  platoon  was  held  in  reserve.  No 
casualties. 

Oct.  11 — Platoon  moved  with  company  to  RICHENE  HI  LI,  and  same  night 
moved  back  to  the  position  previously  held  where  they  remained  and  continued 
to  dig  in  until  Oct.  16th. 

Oct.  16 — Moved  with  company  to  RICHENE  HILL  to  support  the  advance 
of  the  Third  Battalion.  Was  in  support  that  night  with  part  nf  company  on 
the  front  line.     Gassed,  3. 

Oct.  17 — Started  in  support  of  Battalion  advance  but,  in  order  to  main- 
tain liaison  with  33rd  Division,  company  was  put  in  front  line  with  fourtli 
platoon  on  right.  Objective  was  reached  but  platoon  was  depleted  by  onemy 
artillery  fire  and  was  taken  from  line  and  held  in  support*  Severely  wounded, 
4;  slightly  wounded,  8. 

Oct.  18 — Kemained  in  same  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  19— Went  to  reserve  in  CON8ENVOYE  WOODH  with  company  where 
we  remained  until  October  23rd.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  23— Moved  with  company  to  support  on  RICHENE  HILL. 
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Oct.  24 — Platoon  was  consolidated  with  third  platoon  and  future  operations 
will  be  covered  in  report  of  third  platoon. 

HARRY  H.  KNIGHT, 
Private,  Co.  B,  115th  Infantry. 


OPERATIONS  REPORT,  COMPANY  C,  115TB  INFANTRY. 

Oct.  8— In  support  of  Co.  A,  115th  Inf.,  on  the  right  of  the  115th  Inf. 
section.  Advancing  in  line  of  combat  groups.  Objective  reached.  Positions 
consolidated.  One  strong  point  cleaned  out.  On  intermediate  objective  at 
end  of  day.  One  casualty:  slightly  wounded.  No  materiel  captured.  No  re- 
sistance encountered.  Morale  of  enemy  seemed  very  poor.  Morale  of  our 
troops  excellent. 

Oct.  9 — Remained  in  position  taken  on  8th  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  10 — Took  up  position  in  support  of  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf. 

Oct.  11 — Advanced  on  right  of  115th  Sector,  closing  in  gap,  between  the 
115th  and  116th  Inf.  Relieved  by  116th  Inf.  and  lay  in  support  of  2nd  Bn., 
116th  Inf.  over  night.  No  resistance  encountered.  2  prisoners  captured,  3 
cannon  captured.     Wounded:   1  severely  and  5  slightly. 

Oct.  12 — In  support  of  2nd  Bn. 

Oct.  IS — Took  over  part  of  front  line,  connecting  the  right  of  115th  Inf. 
and  the  left  of  116th  Inf.  Counter  attack  on  right  of  enemy.  Gassed,  5. 
wounded  slightly,  2. 

Oct.  14 — Moved  up  in  support  of  2nd  Bn.  and  dug  in.     1  casualty. 

Oct.  IS,  16 — Held  position  in  support  of  2nd  Bn.  4  men  killed  by  shell 
fire.  2  wounded. 

Oct.  17 — Assaulting  company  on  right  of  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.  Formation 
line  of  combat  groups.  Heavy  machine  gun  and  artillery  fire  encountered. 
One  machine  gun  nest  cleaned  out.  Objective  not  reached  and  dug  in  for  the 
night.     Casualties  8. 

Oct.  18— Support  of  Co.  D,  I15th  Inf.,  on  right  of  115th  Inf.  Sector.  Took 
over  part  of  front  line  and  became  assaulting  company.  Objective  reached 
and  dug  in.  Stout  resistance  from  M.G.  encountered  throughout  the  day. 
Casualties:     1  officer  slightly  wounded. 

Oct.  19 — Held  position  taken  on  18th  Oct. 

Oct.  20 — Held  position  taken  on  18th  Oct.  Relieved  on  night  between  20th 
and  21st  by  the  116th  Inf.,  2nd  Bn.,  and  went  back  for  support. 

Oct.  21,  22,  23 — In  support  position. 

Oct  24 — One  half  of  the  company  combat  liaison  between  115th  and  116th 
Infantry.  This  half  of  company  badly  disorganized  by  enemy  machine  guns 
and  artillery  fire.  Other  part  of  company  ordered  up  in  support  of  Co.  B, 
115th  Inf.  Caught  in  severe  artillery  barrage  and  suffered  severe  losses.  Ob- 
jective not  reached.  Dug  in  at  heavy  resistance  from  enemy  machine  guns. 
Casualties,  14. 

Oct.  25 — Continued  advance,  objective  reached,  positions  consolidated. 
Casualties:  5.  Stubborn  resistance  by  enemy  machine  guns.  Relieved  on  night 
of  25  and  26  Oct.  18,  and  moved  back  to  support  position. 

Oct.  26 — Moved  to  reserve  position.  " 

Oct.  27-28 — Held  position  moved  to  on  26  Oct.  18. 


115TH  INFANTRY  149 

Oct.  29— Relieved  on  night  of  29  Oct.  Oct.  18  by  2nd  Bn.,  313th  iDf. 

C.  A.  COMPTON, 
2nd  Lieut.,  115th  Inf., 
Comdg.  Co.  C. 


Report  of  Operations.  1st  Platoon,  Co.  C,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — In  line  of  combat  groups,  in  support  of  Co.  A,  115th  Infantry. 
Objective  reached.     Held  position  over  night  and  up  to  5:30  P.M.  9  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  9 — Held  position  taken  8  Oct.  18,  up  to  5:30  P.M.  Went  over  in  sup- 
port of  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Infantry,  6:00  P.M.  Lay  in  support  of  2nd  Battalion, 
115th  Infantry,  during  night  of  9  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  10— Filled  up  gap,  between  115th  Infantry  (2nd  Bn.)  and  116th  In- 
fantry. Relieved  that  evening  by  Co.  E,  116th  Infantry.  Lay  in  support  of 
Co.  E,  116th  Infantry  during  night  of  10  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  11 — Moved  up  in  support  of  2nd  Bn.  during  the  day.  Late  in  evening 
moved  to  front  line  in  gap,  connecting  2nd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  width  2nd  Bn., 
115th  Inf.     Held  position  over  night. 

Oct.  12 — Moved  back  to  support  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Infantry,  and  began  dig- 
ging in. 

Oct.  IS — Held  position  taken  on  12  October,  18. 

Oct.  14 — Held  position  taken  on  12  October,  18. 

Oct.  15 — Held  position  taken  on  12  October  18. 

Oct.  16 — In  front  line  of  advance  on  right  of  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.  Reached 
objective  late  in  afternoon. 

Oct.  17 — Received  orders  to  support  Company  D;  but  due  to  shortage  of 
men  -were  compelled  to  hold  part  of  front  line. 

Oct.  18 — Held  position  taken  on  17  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  19 — Held  position  taken  17  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  20 — Moved  to  support  position. 

Oct.  21 — Held  position  taken  on  20  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  22 — Held  position  taken  on  20  Oct.   18. 

Oct.  23 — Held  position  taken  on  20  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  24 — Received  orders  to  go  to  support  of  Co.  B,  115th  Inf.  While  com- 
plying with  this  order  Germans  laid  down  a  thick  artillery  barrage,  during 
which  the  platoon  was  scattered  about,  hunting  shelter  of  some  sort.  Arrived 
at  Co.  B,  115th  Inf.,  with  very  few  men.  Had  a  few  casualties.  Some  men 
joined  us  after  the  barrage  was  lifted;  and  wo  took  up  front  line  position. 

Oct.  25 — In   front  line   of  advance.     Beached   our  objective   and  began   to 

dig  in. 

Oct.  26— Relieved   by  3rd   Bn.,   115th  Infantry. 
Oct.  27 — Moved  to  reserve  position. 
Oct.  28 — In  position  occupied  on  27  Oct.  18. 
Oct  29— Relieved  by  Co.  E,  316th  Infantry. 
Casualties:     Sick  3,  wounded  4,  gassed  2.    „ 

RAYMOND  GORSLIN, 
Sergt,  Co.  C,  11511,   Tnfantry. 

•     ####« 
Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  C,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct,  s — Position  in  support  of  Co.  A,  115th  Infantry.     Formation;  line  of 
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combat  groups;  strength  of  platoon:     Officers,  1;  Sergeants,  2;  Corporals,  5; 
Privates,  27.  * 

Occupied  line  of  trenches,  our  first  objective  from  10  A.M.  8th  October  to 
4:30  P.M.  9th  October.  Resistance  slight;  Morale  excellent;  physical  condi- 
tion good.     In  reserve  of  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Infantry,  on  night  of  9th  Oct. 

Objective  for  10th  Oct.  to  fill  gap  between  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  1st 
Bn.,  116th  Inf.  Results:  Objective  reached.  Relieved  by  2nd  Bn.,  116th 
Inf.,  10th  Oct.  18..  Laying  in  support  during  night  10th  October. 

Operations  for  11th  Oct.  Went  in  support  of  2nd  Bn.,  115th;  relieved  at 
5:15  P.M.  by  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  took  up  position  on  2nd  Bn.,  115th, 
right  connecting  with  Co.  E,  116th  Inf.,  on  our  left;  held  position  until  fol- 
lowing morning. 

Operations  for  12th  Oct.  Relieved.  Took  up  support  of  2nd  Bn.,  115th 
Inf.,  and  dug  in,  completing  operations  for  that  day. 

Oct.  13 — Held  position  taken  on  12  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  14 — Held  position  taken  on  12  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  15 — Held  position  taken  on  12  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  16 — In  front  line  of  advance  on  right  of  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.  Reached 
objective  late  the  same  afternoon. 

Oct.  17 — In  front  line  of  advance.  There  ordered  to  support  Co.  D,  lloth 
Inf.,  but  due  to  shortage  of  men,  were  compelled  to  take  up  front  line  position. 

Oct.  18 — Held  position  taken  on  17th  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  19 — Held  position  taken  on  17th  Oct.  18..  Physical  condition  of 
men  fair. 

Oct.  20 — Moved  to  support  position.     Morale  good. 

Oct.  21 — Held  position  taken  on  20th  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  22 — Held  position  taken  on  20th  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  28 — Held  position  taken  on  20th  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  24 — Received  orders  to  move  in  support  of  Co.  B,  115th.  Germans 
opened  terrific  barrage  (artillery)  which  we  were  compelled  to  pass  through. 
Had  several  casualties.  Reached  Co.  B  's  P.C.  with  very  few  men ;  while  wait- 
ing further  orders  several  of  our  men  rejoined  us.  Took  up  position  in  front 
line. 

Oct.  25. — Advanced  on  new  objective,  which  was  reached  after  stiff  resis- 
tance.    Ordered  to  dig  in. 

Oct.  26— Relieved  by  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  Co.  M. 

Oct.  27 — Ordered  to  move  back  in  reserve  of  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.  Order 
complied  with. 

Oct.  28 — Held  position  taken  on  27th  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  20— Relieved  by  Co.  E,  316th  Infantry. 

DOUGLAS  ALLEN, 
Sgt.,  Co.  C,  115th  Infantry. 


Report  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  Vf  115  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — Front  line  of  advance.     Objective  reached;   morale  excellent. 

Oct.  9 — Remained  in  position. 

Oct.  10 — In  front  line  of  advance  with  3rd  Battalion. 

Oct.  11 — In  support   of  2nd  Battalion. 

Oct.  12 — Organized  line  of  strong  points  in  support  of  3rd  Battalion. 

Oct.  13— Held  position  of  Oct.  12th. 
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Oct.  14— Held  position  of  Oct.  12th. 

Oct.  15 — Held  position  of  Oct.  12th. 

Oct.  16 — In  front  line  of  advance.  Organized  line  of  strong  points  at  end 
of  day.  In  open  field,  at  start  of  day's  operations,  lost  connection  with  pla- 
toon on  right.  Reason :  Barrage  to  our  immediate  front  had  not  lifted.  Had 
four  men  wounded  by  own  barrage.  Connection  was  established  15  minutes 
later. 

Oct.  17 — In  front  line  of  advance.  Final  objective  reached.  Morale  and 
physical  condition  of  men  fair. 

Oct.  18— Held  position  of.  17  Oct. 

Oct.  19 — Held  position  of  17  Oct. 

Oct.  20 — Moved  to  support. 

Oct.  21 — Held  position  of  Oct.  20.     Morale  improving. 

Oct.  22— Held  position  of  Oct.  20. 

Oct.  24 — Was  ordered  to  reinforce  Co.  B,  with  detachment  of  58  men.  Be- 
came slightly  disorganized  and  arrived  at  Co.  B  P.O.  in  two  bodies  about  half 
hour  apart.     Cause  of  confusion — intense  shell  fire.     All  men  put  in  line. 

Oct.  25 — Front  line  of  advance.     Objective  reached.     Morale  fair. 

Oct.  26— Relieved  26th  to  29th  Oct.     In  reserve  29th  Oct.     Relieved. 

Oct.  10 — Two  men  wounded. 

Oct.  11 — Two  men  gassed;   two  wounded. 

Oct.  13— One  man  killed. 

Oct.  16 — Seven  men  wounded. 

Strength    Platoon    October  7-36. 

Strength  Platoon   October  29-22. 

SERGEANT  BUGH'  L.  HADDICK, 


Bepcri  of  Operations,  4  th  Platoon  ,(:<>.  C,  115th  Infantry, 

On  morning  of  Oct.  8th.  Position  in  support  of  Co.  A,  Lloth  Infantry. 
Formation — line  of  combat  groups.  Officers  0;  Sergeants  2;  Corporals  o" ; 
Privates  27;  total  35. 

Occupied  line  of  trenches;  our  first  objective  from  10  A.M.  8th  Oct.  M  to 
4:30  P.M.  9th  Oct.  18.  Resistance  slight.  Morale  of  men  excellent.  Physical 
condition   good. 

In  9ttpp07t  of  2nd  Bn.,  L15th  Infantry,  on  night  of  Oct.  9th.  Objective 
tor  10  Oct.  18,  to  fill  gaps  between  2nd  Bn.,  lloth  Inf.,  and  1st  Bn.,  110th  Inf. 
Objective  reached.  Relieved  by  2nd  Hn.,  116th  Inf.,  10  Oct.,  laying  support 
during  night.     Operation   for   11th  Oct.  went   in  support   of  2nd   P>n.,    115th  Tnf. 

Relieved  at  5:15  P.M.  by  3rd  Bn.,  lloth  Inf.,  and  took  up  position  on  2nd  Bn., 

lloth   Infantry,  right   connecting  with  Co.   B,    1 16th    Infnnt  ry,  on  our  left.     Held 

position  until  following  morning  12th  Oct.     Operation   for   12th  Oct.:     Relieved 

and   took  up  support   of  2nd  Bn.,  1  loth  Inf.,  and  dug  in  and  held  position  on  /.////. 

Nth,  15th  and   16th  Oct.  18,  in   front  line  of  advance  with  3rd   Bn.,    1 1  .It li   Tnf. 

At  4:30  P.M.   16th  Oct.  we  dropped  back  to  old    front   lines  and   (Ui^r  jn   for  the 

night.     On  17th  Oct.  18,  in  front   line  with  Co.   I),   1  1.1th   Inf.  took  objective  and 

dug  in  and  held   positions  on   17th  ,  18th  Oct.   18  and  on   the   19th  Oct.    is  were 

relieved   by  3rd   Bn.,   lloth    Tnf.     On    19th   of   Oct.    morale   of   men    poor.      On 

19th    Oct.   moved   to   support   and   held   for   20th,  21st,  22nd  and   2.',r<l   Oct.    18. 

On  24th  Oct.  18  were  called  to  reinforce  00.    B,    lloth    Infantry,   and   hud   to 

pass  through  a  heavy  enemy  barrage,  causing  losses,  and  reaching  Co.   P>,  lloth 
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Infantry,  with  very  few  men  until  late  in  evening,  when,  while  awaiting  or- 
ders for  rejoining  us  and  on  25th  Oct.  18  taken  up  front  line  and  advanced 
on  our  final  objective  and  held  until  night  of  26th  Oct.  18.  and  was  relieved  by 
3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  Co.  M.  We  then  dropped  back  to  reserve  on  27th  Oct.  and 
28th  Oct.  Was  relieved  on  the  early  morning  of  the  29th  Oct.  by  Co.  E,  316th 
Infantry. 

****** 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  D,  115TB  INFANTRY. 

Left  GERMONVILLE  at  6  P.M.  Oct.  7th,  1918  and  marched  to  COTE 
DES  ROCHES,  a  distance  of  14  kilometers,  arriving  there  at  3:00  A.M.,  Oct. 
8th. 

Strength  of  company:     2  Officers,  133  Enlisted  men. 

Position  taken  by  Company:  Support  of  Co.  B,  which  was  in  front  line 
and  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  sector  then  taken  over  by  the  115th  Infantry, 
the  1st  Bn.  being  the  assaulting  battalion.  The  company  was  formed  in  line 
of  combat  groups  immediately  after  reaching  this  point,  the  position  from 
which  the  attack  was  to  start.  A  barrage  started  at  5:00  A.M.  and  the  lines 
moved  forward  at  the  prescribed  rate  of  speed  traveling  in  the  direction  of 
North.  No  resistance  was  encountered.  Prisoners  taken  about  65.  Objective 
reached,  line  established  and  liaison  formed  with  companies  on  the  right  and 
left.  This  completed  by  10:00  A.M.  This  position  held  until  4:30  Oct.  10, 
1918.    Losses,  none. 

Oct.  10 — Strength  of  company,  2  officers,  131  men.  Left  this  position 
which  was  the  1st  Bn.  objective  at  4:30  A.M.  10  Oct.  and  proceeded  through 
the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  until  in  rear  of  the  position  then  held  by  the 
2nd  Bn.  At  point  24.6 — 80.6  company  in  front  line  of  assaulting  battalion 
on  the  extreme  left.  Co.  M  on  left  in  front  line;  Co.  A  on  right  in  assaulting 
line.  Company  placed  in  line  of  combat  groups  150  meters  in  rear  of  2nd 
Bn.  line.  Crossed  2nd  Bn.  line  at  10:30  A.M.  Encountered  heavy  machine 
gun  and  grenade  fire.  Barbed  wire  entanglements  along  road  at  point  24.6 — 
81.5.  At  point  24.8 — 81.9  a  flanking  movement  was  used  and  a  M.G.  nest  was 
routed.  M.G.  nest  flanked  by  left  platoon  of  Co.,  and  detachment  of  Co.  M, 
at  point  24.9 — 82.1.  Dugout  cleaned  out  and  about  50  prisoners  taken.  Line 
established  on  high  ground  south  of  cross  road  at  2  P.M.  Losses,  3  killed,  6 
wounded. 

Oct.  11 — Heavy  fire  from  light  artillery  at  3:00  A.M.  and  continued  until 
6:15  A.M.  Also  from  11:30  A.M.  until  12:00  M.  Losses:  4  killed,  20 
wounded.     Relieved  by  Co.  E,  and  proceeded  to  reserve  position. 

Oct.  12  to  16 — In  reserve  position. 

Oct.  16 — Moved  up  to  position  in  support  of  Co.  C,  front  line. 

Oct.  17 — Strength  of  company:  2  officers,  84  men.  Relieved  Co.  C  in 
front  line  at  8:45  A.M.  Company  formed  in  line  of  combat  groups.  Barrage 
started  at  9:00  A.M.  and  continued  until  9:30  A.M.  at  which  time  the  assault- 
ing line  started  forward,  Co.  A  being  on  left  and  Co.  E  on  the  right.  Heavy 
M.G.  fire  encountered.  At  10:30  A.M.  a  flanking  movement  was  made  by  the 
left  of  the  company  and  continued  until  a  M.G.  nest  was  routed  and  the  right 
was  able  to  advance.  Shells  from  enemy  light  artillery  falling  near  lines  dur- 
ing entire  drive.  Objective  reached  and  line  formed  at  3:30  P.M.  Losses, 
none.     Enemy  ration  detail  of  9  men  captured. 

Oct.  18 — Relieved  from  front  line  by  3rd  Bn.  and  took  reserve  position. 

Oct.  19  to  23 — In  reserve  position. 
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Oct.  23— Strength  of  company:  2  officers,  83  men.  Left  reserve  position 
at  3:00  A.M.  and  took  front  line  position  which  was  space  between  116th  In- 
fantry and  the  2nd  Bn.  Arrived  there  3:30  A.M.  Took  position  on  extreme 
left  of  assaulting  line  assigned  to  1st  Bn.  with  Co.  B  on  the  right  and  Co.  G 
on  the  left.  Barrage  started  at  5:30  A.M.  and  moved  forward  at  6:15  a!m. 
at  which  time  the  assaulting  line  started  the  advance.  M.G.  and  artillery 
fire  encountered.  Reached  objective  at  10:30  A.M.  Posts  were  established 
and  liaison  formed  with  Co's  on  right  and  left.  Losses:  3  men  killed;  1  of- 
ficer, 11  men  wounded.     This  position  maintained  until  2:00  P.M.  Oct.  24th. 

Oct.  24 — Relieved  by  Co.  I  and  occupied  support  position. 

Oct.  25— From  support  to  reserve  position.  Losses:  1  officer  and  3  men 
wounded. 

Oct.  25  to  29 — In  reserve  position. 

Oct.  29— Relieved  at  4:30  A.M.  by  Co.  H,  316th  Infantry,  and  proceeded 
to  COTE  DES  ROCHES.  Left  COTE  DES  ROCHES  at  5:00  P.M.  and 
marched  to  vicinity  of  VERDUN,  distance  14  kilometers. 

Oct.  30— Marched  for  vicinity  of  VERDUN  to  billets  in  woods. 

Oct.  31 — Left  billets  in  woods  and  took  trucks  to  ROBERT  ESPAGNE 
arriving  there  at  2:30  P.M. 

C  W.  BAILY. 
1st  Sgt.,  Co.  D,  115th  Inf. 


Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  D,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  7  to  10— At  6:00  P.M.  Oct.  7th  my  platoon  was  formed  and  left  GER 
MONVILLE  to  our  point,  which  was  a  distance  about  14  kilometers.  We 
reached  our  position  about  3:30  A.M.  and  then  my  platoon  was  formed  in  its 
proper  position,  in  support  of  Co.  B,  which  was  in  the  front  line.  At  5:00 
A.M.  the  barrage  began  and  my  platoon  advanced  at  the  prescribed  rate  until 
our  objective  was  reached.  My  platoon  reached  our  objective  without  any 
losses  and  without  any  resistance  whatever.  We  took  up  our  position  and 
established  post  and  liaison  with  Co.  B,  which  was  on  the  right.  During  the 
above  operations  my  platoon  was  on  the  right,  of  Co.  I),  advancing  in  combal 
groups.     We  held   this   position   until   Oct.   10,   1918. 

Oct.  10  to  16 — At  4:30  A.M.  Oct.  10  my  platoon,  being  in  the  front  line  as 
the  right  of  Co.  D  and  the  left  of  Co.  B,  we  then  advanced  through  the  HOIS 
DPT  CONSENVOYE  WOODS  until  we  crime  in  contact  with  the  2nd  Bn.,  which 
was  near  point  24.6—80.6. 

About  10:30  A.M.,  my  platoon  began  to  advance  under  heavy  machine  gun 
and  grenade  fire,  near  point  24.6 — 81.5.  At  this  point  we  net  our  strongest 
resistance.  There  was  lots  of  barbed  wire  entanglement!  which  made  it  dif- 
ficult for  us  to  advance.  While  lying  there  I  noticed  two  machine  guns  on  the 
right  of  my  platoon,  three  of  the  enemy  on  each  gun.  I  shot  two  of  them  on 
the  gun  furthest  to  the  right,  leaving  one  who  was  shot  a  minute  later.  Pvl. 
Gooding  of  the  1st  Platoon  threw  a  hand  grenade  at  the  other  machine  gun, 
killing  one  of  them  and  the  other  two  made  their  retreat.  After  making  our 
way  through  their  wire  my  platoon  advanced  about  20  yards  and  there  we 
flanked  the  3rd  machine  gun,  taking  three;  prisoners,  all,  three  of  these  guns 
were  left  in  our  rear.  We  made  our  way  along  the  right  side  of  the  road  about 
300  yards.  We  halted  and  look  position  for  that  night,  on  the;  high  ground 
south  of  the  cross  road  with  Co.  B  on  our  right.     During  the  night  our  posi 
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tion  was  shelled  by  enemy's  artillery,  a  few  shots  ^rom  our  own  artillery  hit 
in  our  lines  also.  It  was  about  3:00  A.M.  when  the  shelling  took  place  and 
lasted  until  11:30  the  next  day,  Oct.  11th.  The  2nd  Bn.  relieved  us  about 
5:00  P.M.  and  then  we  were  put  in  support,  and  held  this  position  until  Oct. 
16th,  when  they  took  up  a  reserve  position  in  rear  of  Co.  C.  The  1st  Platoon 
lost  one  Sergeant,  who  was  killed,  and  the  other  wounded  slightly. 

During  the  night  of  Oct.  16th  the  1st  Platoon  established  three  posts  cov- 
ering the  open  field  to  the  right  and  at  daybreak  was  withdrawn. 

Oct.  17  to  18 — On  the  morning  of  Oct.  17th  my  platoon  again  took  the 
front  line  as  the  right  of  Co.  D  and  the  left  of  Co.  F,  2nd  Battalion.  At  9 
A.M.  a  heavy  barrage  started  and  lasted  until  9:30  A.M.,  which  was  our  start- 
ing time.  We  advanced  about  50  yards,  and  then  I  noticed  machine  guns  on 
my  right  flank.  Halting  my  platoon,  I  notified  my  company  commander.  In 
the  meantime  I  and  my  platoon  layed  there  and  sniped  about  10  of  them  from 
their  guns.  Our  line  then  put  along  the  road  and  there  they  opened  fire  upon 
the  enemy  which  caused  them  to  retreat  leaving  behind  many  wounded.  Then 
our  line  was  placed  in  its  former  position  and  after  that  we  moved  forward 
very  easily  until  we  reached  our  objective.  After  we  reached  our  objective 
this  line  was  formed  and  held  them  until  Oct.  18.  We  were  then  relieved  by 
Co.  K  of  the  3rd  Bn.  about  1:00  P.M.  We  then  went  to  the  rear  and  re- 
mained there  until  Oct.  23.  During  this  operation  there  were  no  casualties  in 
my  platoon  from  Oct.  16  to  18. 

Oct.  23  to  24 — At  3:00  A.M.  we  left  our  place  for  the  front  line  and  took 
our  position.  A  barrage  was  started  from  our  artillery  about  5:30  and  lasted 
until  6:15.  The  barrage  lifted  and  our  line  moved  in  the  front  line.  We 
then  hit  some  barbed  wire  which  was  very  difficult  to  pass  through  as  machine 
gun  and  grenade  fire  was  very  heavy  at  this  time.  We  then  moved  forward 
routing  out  several  machine  guns;  one  gun  was  abandoned  with  a  dead  Boche 
Lieut,  by  it  who  had  been  killed  by  our  Chauchat  fire.  We  then  halted  at  point 
24.9 — 82.1  where  we  established  our  lines  as  we  were  in  advance  of  both  com- 
panies on  our  right  and  left,  as  they  had  met  stiff  resistance.  We  then  got 
in  connection  with  both  companies  and  consolidated  our  tines. 

JAMES  ALBERT  JONES, 

Sgt.,  Co.  D,  115th  Inf. 

****** 

Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon.  Con\pan.y  D,  115th  Infantry 

Strength  of  platoon  in  officers,  N.C.O's  and  men:  No  officers,  6  N.C.O  s, 
33  men.  Movements  from  8  Oct.  to  10  Oct.  The  2nd  Platoon  was  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  support  company,  Company  D  being  in  support  of  Co.  B.  The 
platoon  advanced  in  combat  groups  and  held  this  formation  until  we  reached 
our  objective.  After  we  reached  the  enemy's  first  line  of  resistance  we  mopped 
up  the  trenches  and  dugouts,  taking  about  30  prisoners  and  two  Lewis  guns 
and  quite  a  few  rifles,  grenades  and  a  large  quantity  of  rifle  ammunition. 
They  offered  no  resistance  and  our  formation  was  unchanged  until  we  reached 
our  objective.  We  took  up  our  position  in  the  third  line  of  trenches  and  estab- 
lished our  posts  after  we  got  in  connection  with  the  company  on  our  right  and 
left.     We  then  held  this  position  until  4:30  A.M.  Oct.  10th.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  10th  at  4:30  A.M.  we  advanced  forward  with  Co.  B  on  our  right 
through  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  WOOD  until  in  the  rear  of  2nd  Bn.  Was 
holding  lines   near   point   24.6 — 80.6.     Combat   formation   was   then    taken   up 
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about  150  meters  in  rear  of  Co.  E,  2nd  Bn.,  which  we  passed  over.  We  halted 
here  until  10:30  A.M.,  at  which  time  we  started  our  advance.  The  2nd  Pla- 
toon was  in  the  front  line  with  the  first  platoon  on  its  right  and  Co.  M.,  3rd 
Bn.,  115th,  on  our  left.  We  advanced  through  the  woods  under  heavy  ma- 
chine gun  fire  crossing  over  Co.  E,  2nd  Bn.,  striking  the  road  at  point  24.6— 
SI. 5,  where  we  encountered  heavy  machine  gun  fire  from  our  right  flank  and 
front.  The  guns  on  our  flank  were  silenced  and  we  then  moved  to  our  right 
flank  as  we  were  overlapping  Co.  M  on  our  left. 

We  took  about  50  prisoners  as  the  2nd  Platoon  had  taken  all  of  them,  also 
three  machine  guns.  Night  then  fell.  All  night  long  light  artillery  was  used 
very  extensively  on  our  lines.  There  were  four  men  wounded  on  the  10th  Oct. 
One  was  killed  on  the  morning  of  11th  Oct.  by  artillery  fire.  We  held  this  line 
until  Oct.  11,  then  we  were  relieved  by  Co.  E,  2nd  Bn.  We  went  in  support 
until  Oct.  16th,  when  we  again  went  in  reserve  of  Co.  C. 

Oct.  16  to  18—  On  the  morning  of  Oct.  17  Co.  D  took  the  front  line,  reliev- 
ing Co.  C.  A  barrage  started  at  9:00  A.M.  Oct.  17,  which  lasted  until  9:30 
A.M.,  at  which  time  we  started  our  advance.  The  2nd  Platoon  was  in  the 
front  line  with  1st  Platoon  of  Co.  I)  on  its  right  and  Co.  A  on  the  left.  We 
reached  our  objective  without  any  resistance,  established  our  lines  and  held 
them  until  1:00  P.M.  Oct.  18,  at  which  time  we  were  relieved  by  the  3rd  Bn. 
We  then  went  in  reserve  position  until  3:00  A.M.  Oct.  23rd.  No  casualties. 
Corp.    Shanhan,    John,    captured    a    ration    detail    which    consisted    of    nine    men 

and  rations. 

Oct.  e$  to  24 — Leaving  tin-  reserve  position  at  3:00  A.M.  Ort.  J.)  we  pro 
eeeded  to  the  front  line.  We  took  our  position  which  was  a  space  between  I  he 
116th  Infantry  and  the  2nd  fin.,  115th  Infantry.  Co.  B  was  on  our  right  and 
Co.  G  on  our  hit,  the  L'nd  Platoon  being  on  the  line  with  the  first  p  aloon  on  its 
ri;  lit  ;md  Co.  (',  on  the  left.  We  advanced  after  our  barrage  had  lifted  which 
started  at  ."5:30  A.M.  and  lasted  until  (5:1.")  A.M.  and  we  encountered  heavy 
machine  gun  fire,  also  heavy  and  light  artillery  at  9:00  A.M.  Bil  enemy 
planes  flew  over  our  lines  dropping  bombs.  At  10:15  A.M.  our  objective  was 
reached.  We  then  got  in  connection  with  both  companies  on  our  ri^ht  flanks, 
and  established  our  lines  which  we  held  until  3:00  P.M.  Or/.  21,  then  going 
back    in    reserve;    remained    there   until    our   division    was    relieved    Or'.    J!)(h. 

During  this  Operation  Oct.  23  and  21  we  had  one  man  killed  by  shell  fire 
going  to  our  position  in  the  line  ami  one  killed  by  aerial  bombs,  also  'J  men 
wounded. 

JAMES  ALBERT  JONES, 

Sgt.,  Co.   I),  l  loth   Inf. 

Report  of  Operations,  $rd  Platoon,  Company  IK  115th  i»f. 
Strength  of  3rd  Platoon  on  Oct.  7,  1918  was   -  2  sergeants,  5  corporals,  87 
privates. 

Oct.  7  to  10— At  6  P.M.  my  platoon   was  formed  and  left   GEBMONVILLE 

to  our  point  which  was  a  distance  about  1  1  kilometers.  We  reached  our  posi- 
tion about  3;30  A.M.,  and  then  my  platoon  was  formed  in  its  proper  position, 
in  rapport  of  the  1st  PlatOOIl  Of  CO.  I>,  which  was  iii  sup(ort  of  Co,  B,  which 
was  in  the  front  line.  At  5:00  A.M.  the  barrage  began  and  my  platoon  a<! 
vanced  at  the  prescribed  rate  of  Speed  until  our  objective  was  reached.  My 
platOOH  reached  the  Objective  without  any  resistance  at  all  ami  without  loairfl 
a  man.  We  took  up  our  position  and  established  posts  and  liaison  with  Co,  B, 
who  was  then  on  my  right.     From  the  time  my  platoon  started  until  we  reached 
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our  objective  we  encountered  no  resistance  at  a%and  without  losing  a  man. 
We  took  up  our  position  and  established  posts  and  liaison  with  Co.  B,  which 
was  then  on  my  right.  From  the  time  my  platoon  started  until  we  reached 
our  objective  they  were  in  line  of  combat  groups  and  held  that  formation  until 
our  objective  was  reached.     We  held  this  position  until  Oct.  10th. 

Oct.  10  to  16 — At  4:30  A.M.  Oct.  10th  my  platoon  again  in  the  support  of 
the  first  platoon  with  Co.  B  on  our  right  advanced  through  the  BOIS  DE  CON- 
SENVOYE  until  we  came  in  contact  with  the  2nd  Bn.,  which  was  near  point 
24.6 — 80.6.  About  10:30  A.M.  my  platoon  began  to  advance  under  heavy  ma- 
chine gun  and  grenade  fire.  At  point  along  road  24.5 — 81.5  we  had  difficulty 
in  passing  on  account  of  heavy  barbed  wire  entanglements  and  machine  gun 
fire  from  the  enemy.  The  machine  gun  nest  was  soon  located  and  iianked  and 
captured  the  gun  and  took  5  prisoners.  After  the  machine  gun  was  captured  we 
began  our  advance  again  along  the  road  running  North  and  East  about  300  yards. 
We  halted  there  and  took  up  positions  for  the  night  on  the  high  ground  South 
of  the  cross  roads  with  Co.  B  on  our  right.  During  the  night  our  position  was 
shelled  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  About  3:00  A.M.  what  seemed  to  be  our  own 
artillery,  and  which  seemed  to  be  coming  from  the  right,  shelled  our  positions 
until  about  6:00  A.M.  My  platoon  held  this  line  to  about  5r00  P.M.  when  it 
was  relieved  by  the  2nd  Bn.  and  then  was  put  in  support  and  held  this  posi- 
tion until  Oct.  16,  when  they  took  up  a  reserve  position  in  rear  of  Co.  C.  1 
lost  in  my  platoon  1  Corporal  and  2  Privates  killed;  and  2  Sergeants,  2  Cor- 
porals and  5  Privates  wounded  severely,  from   Oct.  10th  to  16th. 

Oct.  16  to  IS — On  the  morning  of  Oct.  17th  my  platoon  again  took  the 
front  being  in  support  of  the  first  platoon.  At  9:00  A.M.  a  heavy  barrage 
started  and  lasted  until  9:30  A.M.,  which  was  the  time  to  start  forward.  We 
had  not  gone  far  when  the  enemy  put  up  a  heavy  resistance  on  our  right  «snd 
we  were  he'd  up  awhile.  Sojn  the  resistance  was  broken  and  the  Co.  that  wis 
on  my  right,  which  was  Co.  F,  came  up.  After  Co.  F  came  up  on  the  line  we 
had  very  little  trouble  reaching  our  objective.  After  reaching  our  objective 
we  formed  our  lines  and  held  them  until  1:00  P.M.  Oct.  18th.  when  we  were 
relieved  by  Co.  K  of  the  3rd  Bn.  This  platoon  went  to  the  rear  position  and 
remained  there  until  3:00  A.M.  Oct.  23rd.  There  were  not  any  casualties  in 
my  platoon  from  Oct.  16th  to  18th. 

Oct.  23  to  24 — At  3:00  A.M.  we  left  the  rear  for  the  front  line  and  took  our 
position.  A  barrage  was  started  at  5:30  A.M.,  keeping  up  a  steady  bombard- 
ment on  the  enemy  front  line  trench  and  their  rear  until  6:15  A.M.  when  the 
barrage  was  to  lift.  Following  the  barrage  we  encountered  artillery  and  ma- 
chine gun  fire.  At  9:30  there  were  five  German  planes  flying  over  dropping 
bombs  along  our  line.  At  10:30  A.M.  our  objective  was  reached  and  after 
drawing  back  my  platoon  about  75  yards  so  that  we  could  connect  with  Co.  B 
on  our  right  our  lines  were  established.  A  machine  gun  was  placed  at  an  ad- 
vanced post  about  50  yards  from  our  front  line  with  posts  at  each  side  of  it 
to  keep  the  enemy  from  placing  a  machine  gun  again  where  it  was  driven  out. 
This  line  was  held  until  2:00  P.M.  Oct.  24th  at  which  time  we  were  relieved  by 
Co.  I  of  the  3rd  Bn.  We  then  returned  to  reserve  position  in  dugouts  in  rear 
of  position  then  occupied  by  Reg.  Hdqrs.  My  platoon  had  one  man  wounded 
slightly  from  Oct.  23rd  to  Oct.  24th. 

Oct.  24  to  31 — Remained  in  reserve  position  until  5:00  A.M.  Oct.  29th 
when  Ave  were  relieved  by  Co.  H,  316th  Inf.  As  soon  as  relief  was  completed 
we  then  marched  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES  remaining  there  until  5:00  P.M., 
then  marched  to  vicinity  of  VERDUN,  distance  of  14  kilometers.     Remained 
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there  until  5  P.M.  Oct.  30th  and  then  marched  to  billets  in  woods  distance  of 
6  kilometers.  Remained  there  until  10:30  A.M.,  Oct.  31st,  when  we  then  took 
trucks  and  proceeded  to  ROBERT  ESPAGNE  reaching  there  at  2:30   P.M. 

CORP.  HENRY  C.  HENSCHEN, 
Co.  D,  115th  Infantry,  3rd  Platoon. 
****** 

Beport  of  Operations,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  D,  115th  Infantry. 

Strength  of  Platoon  on  Oct.  7th  was  2  Sergeants,  5  Corporals,  40  Privates. 

Oct.  7  to  10— At  6:00  P.M.,  Oct.  7th  my  platoon  was  formed  and  left  GER- 
MOXVILLE  for  our  point  which  was  a  distance  of  about  14  kilometers.  We 
reached  our  position  about  3:30  A.M.  and  then  my  platoon  was  formed  in  its 
prober  position,  in  support  of  the  2nd  Platoon  of  Co.  D,  which  was  in  sup- 
port of  Co.  B  in  the  front  line.  At  5:00  A.M.  the  barrage  began  and  my  pla- 
toon advanced  at  the  prescribed  rate  of  speed  until  our  objective  was  reached. 
One  squad  was  sent  out  to  mop  up  a  small  town  on  our  left,  and  caught  thirty 
prisoners,  one  being  a  Lieutenant.  My  platoon  reached  our  objective  without 
any  resistance  and  without  losing  a  man.  We  took  our  position  and  estab- 
lished posts  and  liaison  with  the  33rd  Division,  which  was  then  on  my  left. 
From  the  time  my  platoon  started  until  we  reached  our  objective  they  were  in 
line  of  combat  groups  and  held  that  formation  until  our  objective  was  reached. 
We  held  this  position  until  Oct.  10th. 

Oct.  10  to  16— At  4:30  A.M.  Oct.  loth,  my  platoon,  again  in  the  support 
of  the  2nd  Platoon  with  Co.  B  on  our  right,  advanced  through  the  BOIS  DE 
C0N8ENVOYE  until  we  cm/i*'  in  contact  with  the  2nd  Bn.,  which  was  Dear 
point  24.6 — 80.6.  One  sergeant  was  taken  si<-k  and  was  sent  back  for  treat- 
ment. About  10:30  A.M.  my  platoon  began  to  advance  under  heavy  machine 
gun   and    grena.de   fire.      At    point   along    road    24.6 — 81.5    we    had    difficulty    in 

passing  on  account  of  heavy  barbed  wire  entanglements  and  machine  gun  fire 

from  the  enemy.  We  advanced  again  after  the  third  platoon  had  taken  a 
machine  gun  and  five  prisoners.  Along  the  road  running  North  and  Fast  about 
300  yards  we  halted  and  took  up  position  for  the  night  on  the  high  ground 
with  the  2nd  platoon  and  with  Co.  B  on  our  right.  During  the  night  our  posi- 
tion was  shelled  by  the  enemy's  artillery.  About  3:00  A.M.  what  .seemed  to 
be  our  own  artillery  and  which  seemed  to  be  coming  from  the  rigid,  shelled 
our  position  until  about  0  A.M.  My  platoon  held  this  line  to  about  5:00  P.M. 
when  it  was  relieved  by  the  2nd  Bn,  and  then  was  put  in  support  and  held  this 
position  until  Oct.  16th  when  they  took  up  ;i  reserve  position  in  rear  of  Co.  ( '. 
1  lost  in  my  platoon  from  the  Wth  day  of  Oct.  to  the  Kith  of  Oct.,  1  sergeant, 
1   corporal,  4  privates  from   wounds. 

Oct.  Hi  to  JS — On  the  morning  of  Oct.  17  my  platoon  again  took  the  front 
being  in  support  of  the  2nd  Platoon.  At  0:00  A.M.  a  heavy  barrage  started 
and  lasted  until  9:30  A.M.,  which  was  the  time  to  start  forward.  We  had  not 
gone  far  when  the  enemy  pat  up  a  heavy  resistance  on  our  right  and  ue  were 
held  Up  awhile.  Soon  the  resistance  was  broken  and  the  Company  that  was  on 
my  right,  which  was  Co.  F,  came  up.  After  Co.  F  c;ime  up  on  the  line  we 
had  wry  little  trouble  reaching  our  objective.  After  reaching  our  objective 
we  formed  our  lines  and  held  them  until  1:00  P.M.,  Oct.  ISth,  when  we  were 
relieved  by  Co.  K.  T  was  then  sent,  to  the  hospital.  Up  until  that  time  no 
casualties  in  my  platoon. 

CORP.  GEORGE  W.  LUEOKERT, 

4th  Platoon. 
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Operations  Report  of  Second  Batt^Ijon,  115th  Infantry. 
Period  Covering  8  October  to  30  October,  18. 
1.  In  compliance  with  Bulletin  No.  12,  Hdqrs.,  29th  Division,   1  November 
IS,  the  following  is  submitted  in  the  absence  of  the   Battalion  Commander: 

On  8  October  18  the  Second  Battalion  together  with  the  First  and  Third 
Battalions  of  the  regiment,  took  part  in  an  attack,  which  had  for  its  objective 
the  heights  of  the  CONSENVOYE  WOOD. 

The  Second  Battalion  moved  into  the  empty  canal  in  rear  of  the  First  Bat- 
talion, who  occupied  the  jumping  off  place. 

At  zero  hour,  5  o'clock,  the  First  Battalion  jumped  off,  followed  by  the 
Second  Battalion  at  500  meters.  When  the  first  Battalion  reached  the  inter- 
mediate objective,  we  executed  a  passage  of  lines  and  advanced  on  the  normal 
objective. 

Our  right  flank  was  on  the  road  which  divided  our  sector  from  the  ll(>;h 
Infantry,  and  efforts  to  connect  with  that  organisation  were  unsuccessful  as 
they  were  not  abreast  of  us.  As  a  result  severe  machine  gun  fire  was  en- 
countered from  that  flank,  and  the  support  Company  (Company  F)  was  forced 
out  of  its  sector,  in  order  to  overcome  this  resistance  and  the  advance  was 
easier  after  entering  the  woods.  Company  E  on  right,  Company  H  on  left 
and  Companies  F  and  G  in  support. 

Unable  Ao  connect  with  the  116th  Infantry  on  the  right  the  lines  were 
withdrawn  about  500  meters,  after  the  normal  objective  had  been  reached,  re- 
fusing the  right  flank.     During  the  night  the  lines  did  not  change. 

About  6  o'clock  on  the  9th  October,  our  right  was  counter-attacked  but 
enemy  was  repulsed  with  losses.     No  orders  to  advance  were  received. 

On  October  10  the  First  Battalion  passed  through  the  Second  Battalion, 
our  position  remaining  unchanged.  Position  remained  unchanged  with  Second 
Battalion  in  Brigade  Reecrve  until  afternoon  of  October  15th,  when  by  order 
of  Brigade  Commander  the  Second  Battalion,  was  placed  under  command  of 
the  Commanding  Officer,  116th  Infantry,  and  two  companies  were  ordered  on 
the  line  relieving  the  two  companies  of  the  116th  Infantry. 

On  16th  October  the  attack  was  resumed  with  companies  F  and  G  on  the 
left  of  the  116th  Sector.  In  the  afternoon  Company  H  was  also  sent  into 
the  line  by  the  Commanding  Officer,  116th  Infantry,  from  its  position  in  a 
support  to  fill  a  gap  in  the  line. 

On  the  17th  October  the  Second  Battalion  was  relieved  by  the  116th  and 
returned  to  Brigade  Reserve  along  the  line  of  the  normal  objective. 

The  Second  Battalion  remained  in  this  position  until  the  20  October,  when 
we  relieved   the   Third   Battalion   in   the   front   line. 

On  the  85th,  the  Third  Battalion  relieved  the  Second  Battalion,  who  moved 
into  support  on  R1CHENE  HILL. 

On  27  October  18,  the  116th  was  relieved  in  C.R.  MOLLEVILLE  FARM 
by  the  115th,  and  the  sector  divided  into  two  sub-sectors,  the  Second  Battalion 
having  two  companies  in  support  in  each  sub-sector. 

On  the  night  of  20-29  October,  the  Second  Battalion  was  relieved  by  the 
First  Battalion,  316th  Infantry  (79th  Division),  and  marched  in  small  groups 
to  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES,  and  despite  severe  shelling  reached  there  without 
casualties. 

HERBERT  A.  PAYNE, 
1st  Lieut.,   115th   Infantry, 
2nd  Battalion  Adjutant. 
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REMARKS    CONCERNING    OPERATIONS 

Aggressiveness — Our  troops  were  bold  during  the  advance,  whi'e  at  the 
same  time  avoiding  undue  carelessness.  This  was  shown  by  the  rapid  manner 
in  which  the  machine  gun  nests  were  overcome.  On  several  occasions  a  nest 
d    four  or  more  guns  was  overcome  by  the  battalion. 

Small  Arms — The  rifle  was  used  but  little  and  it  is  believed  that  the  two 
extra  bandoliers  carried  are  more  than  sufficient.  The  Chauchat  Automatic 
rifle  was  found  to  be  a  surprisingly  valuable  weapon  and  evidently  much  dis- 
liked by  the  enemy.  Early  in  the  attack  as  we  approached  the  woods  the 
V.B.  rifle  grenade  proved  its  worth.  It  is  the  most  effective  weapon  in  our 
possession  for  attacking  machine  gun  nests  in  the  open,  but  is  of  little  value 
in  dense  woods  due  to  the  fact  that  they  frequently  hit  trees  and  pieces  fly 
back  injuring  our  own  men. 

The  bayonet  was  not  used  as  the  enemy's  hands  were  in  the  air  long  be- 
fore he  could  be  reached  with  that  weapon. 

Tanks  and  Aircraft — There  were  no  tanks  used  in  this  attack,  though  it  is 
believed  that  they  would  often  have  been  of  value,  particularly  when  our  right 
flank    was   counterattacked   along   the    North    and    South   road.      Several   and 
tank  guns  were  captured.     They  were  found  in  dugouts  along  the  CONSEN- 
VOYE  ROAD.     Evidently  they  expected  attack  by  this  arm  of  service. 

Enemy  aircraft  was  particularly  daring  and  often  Hew  at  very  low  alti- 
tudes over  our  lines  locating  all  P.C 's  and  the  kitchens  on  more  than  one 
occasion.  During  the  whole  engagement  the  Battalion  P.O.  was  a  most  con- 
stantly  bombarded.      Our   Infantry   planes   reported   our   lines    with    success. 

Artillery — The  artillery  was  generally  effect ive  and  on  several  occasions 
blew  out  machine  gun  nests.  The  jumping  barrage  was  of  great  assistance 
during  the  advance,  particularly  the  first  day.  Except  during  the  last  few 
days  in  which  this  Battalion  was  in  the  front  line  there  was  no  artillery  ob- 
server or  liaison  officer  attached.  It  is  believed  that  much  closer  relations  he 
tween  the  Infantry  and  Artillery  could  be  obtained  if  the  front  line  battalion 
had   an   artillery  officer  and   several   observers  constantly   attached. 

Captured  Materiel — Great  quantities,  of  materiel  were  captured,  notably, 
several  field  pieces  with  ammunition,  many  machine  guns  and  thousands  of 
hand  grenades.  The  enemy  machine  guns  were  used  against  the  enemy  a  num- 
ber of  times,  but  should  our  troops  receive  more  Instruction  in  the  use  of  (Jer 
man  equipment,  many  American  grenades  and  many  rounds  of  machine  gun 
ammunition  would  thereby  be  saved. 

Hundreds  of  shells  were  in  the  vicinity  of  each  gun  captured.  The  guns 
could  not  be  fired  accurately  as  their  sighting  devices  had  been  taken,  but  even 
though  they  were  only  fired  in  the  general  direction  of  Germany,  the;  moral 
effect  would   certainly  be  more  valuable  than   the  captured   shells. 

Signal  Corps — The  telephone  service  was  usually  very  good  except  tin;  first 
day.  The  only  criticism  that  could  be  made  is  that  the  wires  were  usually 
laid  along  well  traveled  paths  and  therefor  often  "put  out"  by  our  men  when 
falling  over  or  walking  on  them   in  the  dark. 

Sanitary  Troops — The  First.  Aid  Station  did  wry  satisfactory  work  but 
there   were   not  sufficient   litter   bearers   to   evacuate   the   wounded    promptly. 

Military  Police — The  M.P's  were  not  in  evidence  at  the  dressing  station, 
and  a   ^unrd  for  the  line  companies  was  necessary  to  handle  stragglers. 

Formations — The  combat  group  formation   is  ideal  for  advance  under  hos- 
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tile  artillery  fire.     This  battalion  passed  fnrough  an  enemy  barrage,  before  it 
reached  intermediate  objective  with  but  few  casualties. 

The  company  officers  evidently  appreciated  the  elasticity  of  this  formation 
as  the  supports  and  reserves  were  manouevred  with  success  on  several  occa- 
sions in  overcoming  machine  gun  nests. 

Practically  the  same  formation  was  used  to  advantage  after  "digging  in." 
Small  groups  dug  in  in  deep  narrow  trenches,  which  afforded  the  greatest  pro- 
tection against  hostile  artillery. 

Enemy  Formations — The  main  defense  of  the  enemy  was  with  machine  guns 
in  trees  and  in  small  box  arrangements  about  four  feet  square  and  five  feet 
deep.  But  when  a  little  boldness  was  shown  in  the  advance  they  usually  sur- 
rendered, particularly  when  they  reached- the  end  of  a  belt.  Our  troops  dis- 
covered that  if  a  quick  advance  was  made  after  a  long  burst  of  machine  gun 
fire,  the  result  was  usually  surrender,  and  obtained  with  the  least  casualties. 

HERBERT  A.  PAYNE, 
1st  Lieut.,  115th  Infantry, 

2nd  Bn.  Adjutant. 

****** 

OPERATIONS   RE  POET,   CO.  E,   115TH  INFANTRY. 

Night  of  October  7th  and  8th,  1918,  hiked  all  night  to  get  into  position  on 
road  between  SAMOGNEUX  and  BRABANT.  Waited  along  roadside  under 
cover  of  high  bank  until  zero  hour. 

Oct.  8th. — Strength  of   Company:      3   officers,   37  N.C.O  's.,   142   men. 

Position  of  Company— 2nd  Battalion,  E  Co.,  on  the  right  flank  with  F  Co. 
in  support,  H  Co.  on  left  flank,  G  Co.,  in  support. 

Course  of  Action — After  preliminary  bombardment  following  in  support 
of  1st  Battalion  up  to  intermediate  objective.  After  second  barrage  had 
lifted,  2nd  Battalion  advanced  toward  normal  objective. 

E  Co.  passed  through  C  and  Cos.  holding  intermediate  line.  During  night 
shelling  of  these  lines.  Combat  groups  had  advanced  only  100  yards  beyond 
this  line  when  machine  guns  fired  on  us  from  edge  of  woods  and  from  machine 
gun  nests  at  point  25.04—79.13,  also  on  right  received  fire  from  right  flank 
east  of  road  near  coordinates  25.  Sent  message  to  F  Co.  to  send  one  platoon 
to  drive  off  flank  fire,  which  was  accomplished  by  Lt.  Lewis  and  platoon. 
After  capturing  machine  gun  nest  at  point  25.04 — 79.13,  (enemy  machine 
gun  was  left  by  Germans),  E  Co.  was  held  up  for  short  time  at  small  line  of 
trenches  and  dugouts  at  this  point  by  machine  gun  fire  from  woods  in  front 
and  Minnenwerfer  fre  frcm  point  25.15—80.25.  These  were  captured  after 
fighting  thru  woods,  cleaning  out  machine  gun  nests  and  capturing  many 
prisoners;  arrived  at  normal  objective  two  hours  behind  scheduled  time,  and 
established  line  from  24.68—81.50  to  25.04—81.40,  only  to  find  that  we  had 
no  support  on  right.  Neither  combat  liaison  nor  116th  Infantry  could  be 
located  within  500  yards  of  our  right  flank. 

After  wailing  two  hours  for  Third  Battalion  to  arrive  and  make  passage  of 
lines  at  17:30  o'clock,  received  orders  from  battalion  commander  to  fall  back 
in  support  of  line  that  had  been  established  near  road,  (Approximate  line  from 
24.50-  -80.50  to  24.84 — 80.82).  Battalion  had  been  drawn  in  on  account  of  no 
protection  on  right. 

During  night  enemy  reinforcements  arrived  sending  patrols  thru  woods 
and  establishing  machine  gun  nests  in  woods  that  we  had  previously  taken. 
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Location  of  Company  at  end  of  day— In  support  of  2nd  Battalion  whose 
line  was  from   24.50 — 80.80  to  24.84—80.82. 
Losses : 

(Approximate)                          Officers  Men 

Killed    0  1 

Wounded  Severely 0  2 

Wounded  Slightly 0  6 

Missing   0  3 

Prisoners  Captured: 
Materiel  Captured: 
2  Minnenwerfers. 
20  Machine  Guns. 
500  Rifles. 
1000  Rounds  of  Ammunition. 

2  Cannon,  150  mm   (By  E  and  H  Co's.) 
300  Artillery  Shells. 
1  Cannon,  77  mm. 
200  Picks  and  Shovels. 
50  or  more  German  Maps.     (Sent  back  to  Regtl.  P.O.) 
1   Electric   Plant,  etc.,   at   point   25.20—81.25. 
(Captured  and  abandoned  when  ordered  by  Bn.  Commander  to  fall  back  to 
support  of  Bn.  line). 

Remarks — Machine  gun  nests  were  principal  resistance  encountered;  hard 
to  locate  in  dense  woods.  After  entering  woods  met  little  resistance.  Aus- 
trians  seemed  to  be  glad  to  surrender  and  came  out  of  woods  in  large  groups. 
Oct.  9th.— Strength  of  Company:  3  officers,  36  N.C.O's.,  131  men. 
Course  of  Action — Enemy  patrols  which  entered  woods  during  night  opened 
fire  on  our  right  flank  5:00  o'clock  A.M.  E  Co.  after  driving  back  patrols 
established  lines  from  21.80— SO. 82  to  24.8.',— 80.87  to  protect  right  flank  con- 
necting With  F  Cos.  right  flank  24.80—80.82.  This  line  was  held  during  the 
day.      Enemy's   machine  guns   active   to   our   immediate    front. 

Near  dusk  two  companies  of  the  1st  Battalion  came  up  to  support  us  in 
advance,   but   advance   was   held   off   until  morning   because   of   darkness. 

Location  Of  company  at  end  Of  day  Connecting  on  right  flank  with  F  Co. 
our  line   ran    from   24.80—80.82   to  24.86—80.67. 

Losses : 

(Approximate)                             Officers  Men 

Killed    0  2 

Wounded  Severely 0  3 

Wounded  Slightly 0  4 

Sick    1  0 

Prisoners  Captured — 3. 

Captured   Materiel — 6  machine  guns  and  50  rifles. 

Remarks — Prisoners  captured  were  from  the  102nd  Regiment  of  Saxom 
and  they  stated  that  Battalion  had  arrived  in  woods  during  night. 

Oct.   Wth* — Strength  oi  Company:     2  officers,  33  N.C.O's,   125  men. 

Course  Of  Action  -Advanced  thru  woods  to  normal  objective  where  line 
•was  established  and  Co.  I),  1st  Battalion,  passed  thru  our  lines  towards  first; 
exploitation  and,  later,  Co.   B  was  sent  Up  on  line  that   I)  Co.  had  established. 
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Location  of  company  at  end  of  da^— Holding  portion  of  line  on  normal 
objective.  * 

Losses : 

(Approximate)                         Officers  Men 

Killed    0  3 

Gassed     0  l 

Wounded   Severely    0  1 

Wounded  Slightly 0  4 

Prisoners  Captured — None. 

Captured  Material— Electric  plant  and  buildings  at  point  25.20—81.25. 
(Recaptured). 

Remarks:  Just  before  reaching  line  of  normal  objective,  great  resistance 
was  encountered  from  machine  gun  nests  established  in  shell  holes  along  road 
and  m  trees  in  woods  north  of  road.  Also  enemy  shell  fire  was  very  heavy  on 
this  point  during  afternoon  and  night. 

Oct.  11th.— Strength  of  Company:     2  officers,  31  N.C.O  's.,   118  men. 

Course  of  Action— Left  position  along  road  near  25.65—81.50  and  advanced 
to  line  held  by  1st  Battalion  preparatory  to  passing  thru  1st  Battalion  towards 
2nd  exploitation.  But  as  the  116th  Infantry  had  not  come  up  on  the  line, 
plan  was  called  off  and  Regimental  Sector  was  established  by  Major  Barrett;' 
3rd  Battalion  held  front  lines;  3  companies  of  1st  Battalion  took  up  active 
position  on  right  flank  facing  slightly  Northeast  to  protect  same;  thfee  com- 
panies of  2nd  Battalion  in  support;  E  and  D  companies  in  reserve.  M  Co. 
returned  about  18:00  o'clock  and  took  up  position  in  reserve  at  24.85—80.75. 
J)  Co.   took  up  position   at   25.20 — 81.25. 

Losses : 

(Approximate)                         Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed     0  0 

Wounded  Severely    0  4 

Wounded   Slightly    0  4 

Oct.  12.— Strength  of  Company,  2  officers,  31  N.C.O 's.,   112  men. 

Course  of  Action— 2nd  Battalion  returned  to  reserve  position  in  CONSEN- 
VOYE  WOODS.  E  Co.,  occupied  line  from  24.60—81.25  to  24.80—81.15,  fac- 
ing slightly  Northeast,  with  II  Co.  on  right  and  G  Co.  on  left.  Remained  in 
this  position  until  16  Oct.  IS. 

Losses : 

(Approximate)                         Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed     0  0 

Wounded  Severely    0  1 

Wounded    Slightly    0  3 

Oct.  16th.— Strength  of  Company:     2  officers,  31  N.C.O 's.,  108  men. 

Course  of  Action— 1  :00  o'clock  16  Oct.  18  two  companies  of  2nd  Battalion 
were  sent  to  support  front  line  of  116th  Infantry.  H  Co.  in  reserve  on  115th 
Sector  and  E  Co.  on  116th  Sector. 

At  10:30  received  orders  for  E  and  H  Cos.  to  move  up  on  the  line  from 
25.00—82.20  to  25.50—82.20  in  support  of  a  battalion  of  the  116th  Infantry 
and  G  and  F  Cos.,  115th  Infantry. 


Il.vni    l\TANTKY  •  !,;.{ 

()b  aeoounl  of  conitonl  shelling  of  woodi  and  roada  did  no1  roach  mpporl 
Uues  m,,il  ISsOO  o'clock,  I!  Co.  Immediately  ordered  to  fill  gap  In  line,  Oo 
E  In  aupport  with  P.O.  al  88.80*  88.17.  Heavy  ehellJng  of  entire  fronl  area 
during  afternoon  and  night, 

Loeaea: 

I  Approximate)                     Ontccra  Men 

Killed    i)  8 

Wounded  Severely   o  o 

Wounded  Slightly               0  I 

Oct.  nth.    Strength  of  Company!    8  oiBeera,  81  NXI.O'a.,  no  inc.. 

(•ours,-  of  Action  Remained  In  eupporl  of  Bn.,  U8th  [nfantry,  and  three 
eowpaniea  2nd  Battalion,  115th  rnfantry,  until  about  18:00  o'clock.  Etc 
turned  to  reaerve  poaition  of  116th  [nfantry  In  conskwovk  woods. 
Remained  In  this  position  until   18:00  o'clock  00  Oot.  is. 

Loeaea: 

I  Apj  "     "  b  i  Cnjlceri  Men 

Killed    o  o 

C;issed      0  ] 

Wounded  Severely    0 

\.  (Hindi  -I        ...    \    o  7 

Oct,  $Oth,    S  renglh  of  Company!     8  offlcere,  88  N.c.oy,  104  man, 
Courai  of  Action     Relieved  K  and  M  Ooi.  on  fronl  line.    Thia  poaition  w 
held  until  14:00  o'clock  U  <>ct.  /v  when  we  were  relieved  by  I  and  K  Cos. 

Losses; 

(Approximate)                     Officera  Man 

Killed    o  o 

OftHHC(l      0  0 

Wounded  Severely    0  8 

Wounded  Slightly  0  i 

<>rt.  $sth,    Strength  of  Company i     8  offteere,  84  N.c.oy,  ion  men, 
Course  of  Action    Relieved  from  front  line  by  i  and  i<  Coa.    Returned  to 

support   position   on    RICHENE   KILL. 

Loeaea: 

('Approximate;                            OfllcerH  Men 

Killed     0  O 

Gaffiicd     0  0 

Wounded  Severely   0  I 

Wounded  Slightly    0  I 

Hick    0  1 

Oot.  Mth-  Strength  of  Company!    ii  offlcere,  84  n.o.ov,  i>7  men, 
Course  of  Action    w  1mm  i in-  whole  of  Brd  Battalion  was  put  on  fron!  line, 
B  and  Q  Coa.  were  put  in  eupporl  of  O.B.  RICHENE*  and  IP  and  H  Cob,  in 
eupporl  of  O.B,  on  right.    Thia  poaition   ivaa  held  until   LiOO  the  nlghl  of 

October  $&th  and  99th,   When    we   were   relieved    hy   CO,    I*,  818th    Infantry,   and 

marched  hacked  to  COTE  DBS  ROCHES. 

Loeeei    No  eaeualtiee. 

Bemarka    Met  very  few  real  piU  boxee.    Machine  gun  nests  were  pits  aboul 
J  feet  equarc  with  heavy  timber  around  top  edge,    At  timei  meali  were  hard 
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to  get  up  front  on  account  of  continually  shellina^of  all  paths.  During  entire 
action  enemy  snipers  were  continually  active  from  trees  and  along  all  clear- 
ings and  paths.     Caused  no  losses. 

H.  C.  KUHL, 
Capt.,  115th  Inf. 


Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  E,  115th  Infantry. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  8  Oct.,  1918,  0  officers;  7  N.C.O's.;  28 
men. 

Position  of  Platoon:  On  right  of  company  second  wave,  in  support  of 
2nd  platoon. 

Course  of  Action:  Advanced  from  intermediate  objective  in  combat  groups 
and  before  reaching  woods  deployed  as  skirmishers  in  two  assaulting  waves. 
Machine  gun  fire  from  right  of  road  hindered  advance  for  short  time.  Also 
machine  guns  and  Minnenwerfers  from  woods  in  front,  but  these  were  silenced. 
Worked  in  conjunction  with  the  2nd  platoon,  going  through  woods,  cleaning 
out  machine  gun  nests,  and  taking  prisoners  from  dugouts  and  in  the  open. 

Arrived  at  electric  plant  at  point  25.20 — 81.25,  line  was  established  by 
company,  in  clearing  along  road  which  was  part  of  normal  objective.  This 
line  was  held  until  ordered  by  battalion  commander  to  fall  back  in  support  of 
line  established  farther  back  in  woods. 

Just  before  falling  back  enemy  patrols  coming  down  through  woods  driven 
back. 

Losses : 

(Approximate)                         Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded   Severely    0  0 

-      Wounded    Slightly    0  4 

Missing 0  1 

Prisoners  captured:      (?) 

Material  captured:  100  grenades;  150  rifles;  2  Minnenwerfers;  2  machine 
guns;    500   ammunition    (rifle). 

LVmarks:     Principal  resistance  encountered  was  from  machine  gun  nests. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  9  Oct.  18:  0  officers;  5  N.C.O's.;  25  men. 

9th  Oct.,  1918. — Enemy  patrols  came  through  woods  during  night  and 
opened  fire  on  right  flank  of  line  about  5:00  o'clock;  E  Co.,  after  driving  back 
patrols,  established  a  line  from  24.80—80.82  to  24.85—80.67,  which  was  held 
during  day  and  night.     No  casualties. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  10  Oct.,  1918:  0  officers,  6  N.C.O's., 
25  men. 

10  Oct.,  1918. — 2nd  Bn.  advanced  to  normal  objective  supported  by  2  com- 
panies of  1st  Bn.,  1st  Platoon  of  E  Co.  was  on  right  of  company  connecting 
with  G  Co.  on  our  right.  Advanced  through  woods,  in  combat  groups  and 
just  before  reaching  normal  objective  encountered  great  machine  gun  fire 
from  machine  gun  nests  established  in  shell  holes  along  road,  and  in  trees  in 
woods  North  of  road. 

Line  was  established  along  road,  and  held  during  day  and  night.  D  Co. 
of  1st  Bn.  passed  through  our  lines  toward  1st  exploitation. 
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The  line  we  held  along  normal  objective  was  heavily  shelled  during  after- 
noon and   night. 

Losses :  Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded    severely    0  1 

Wounded  slightly 0  1 

Strength  of  Platoon  on  morning  of  11  Oct.,  1918:  0  officers;  5  N.C.O'sj: 
24  men. 

11  Oct.,  1918. — Company  left  line  of  normal  objective  preparatory  to- 
passing  through  line  held  by  1st  Bn.  But  as  116th  Infantry  had  not  arrived 
up  on  line,  plan  was  called  off  and  company  returned  to  reserve  position  in 
CONSENVOYE  WOODS,  where  we  remained  until  Oct.  16,  1918.  No  casual- 
ties. 

1st  Platoon:  Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  16  Oct.,  1918:  0  of- 
ficers; 5  N.C.O's;  24  men. 

Course  of  Action:  Company  remained  in  support  of  front  line  Bn.  of  110th 
Inl.  and  three  companies  2nd  Bn.,  115th,  until  about  16  o'clock  when  company 
returned  to  old  reserve  position  of  115th  in  CONSENVOYE  WOODS.  Third 
platoon  held  Co.  E  line  and  1st,  2nd  and  4th  platoons  in  support.  Remained 
in  this  position  until  20  Oct.  platoons  alternating  on  line.     No  casualties. 

1st  Platoon:     Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  20th  Oct.,  1918:    0  officers; 
4   X.C.O's.;   23  men. 

Battalion  took  over  front  line,  E  Company  relieving  K  and  M  Companies,. 
4th  platoon  relieved  K  Company.  1st  and  4th  Platoon  alternating  on  line. 
This  line  was  Held   until  2.5  Oct.,   1918. 

Losses:  Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded    severely     0  1 

Wounded   slightly    0  1 

1st   Platoon — Strength  of  platoon   on  morning  of  2.5  Oct.,   19 IS:     0  officers; 
3  N.C.O's.;   21   men. 

Company    was    relieved    by    I    and    K    companies.      I    company    relieved    1st 
platoon   about   9:00   o'clock   Oct.  21th,   2nd    platoon    was   relieved    aboul     13:00 

o'clock  Oct,  2.5th.  Then  company  went  back  to  support  position  on  RICHENE 

HILL,  which  position  was  held  about  1:00  o'clock  the  night  of  28-29  Oct., 
1918,  when  company  was  relieved  by  B  Co.,  316th  Infantry.  Then  marched  to 
COTE  DEB  ROCHES.     No  casualties. 

Operations  performed  by  1st  platoon  E  Co.,  115th  Infantry,  beginning 
Oct.  8th,  ending  Oct.  29th. 

HOT.  DAVID  R,  RANDOLPH, 

in  Charge. 
###### 

Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,   Co.  E,   116th  Infantry. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  8th,  1918:  1  officer,  9  X.C.O's; 
35  men. 

Position  of  platoon  and  its  formation  for  attack:  right  flank  of  Co.  E  on 
rijrht  flank  of  second  Battalion,  2nd  and  3rd  platoons  in  front  lines,  1st  and 
4th   platoons   in    2nd   line.      Advanced    in   combat   groups    until    leaving    inter 
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mediate  objective  then  deployed  with  Auto,  rifles  on  flanks  at  five  pace  inter- 
vals and  advanced  by  infiltration. 

Course  of  Action :  After  leaving  intermediate  objective,  deployed  as 
skirmishers  at  five  pace  intervals  in  two  waves  and  advanced  toward  woods 
using  road  as  guide  on  right.  Heavy  machine  gun  fire  came  from  the  right  of 
the  road  just  before  crossing  RAVINE  DE  RECHIMPRE  (S.W.  of  COTE 
338).  Found  one  cannon,  probably  a  77mm,  camouflaged  with  hay,  that  had 
been  abandoned  in  corner  of  field  near  point  25.20 — 80.39. 

Advanced  through  woods,  located  and  captured  three  machine  guns  and 
one  Lewis  Auto,  rifle,  many  grenades  and  ammunition.  '  Many  prisoners  were 
taken  from  dugouts  where  they  had  been  driven  by  the  barrage,  especially 
dugouts  and  in  vicinity  of  point  25.08—80.90.  Connected  up  with  balance  of 
company  at  electric  plant  at  point  25.20—81.25.  Established  line  of  dugouts 
until  company  was  ordered  to  return  to  support  of  line  that  had  been  estab- 
lished  approximately  from  point  24.50 — 80.80  to   24.84 — 80.82. 

Losses:           '                    Officers  Men 

Killed    0  1 

Gassed     0  0 

Wounded  severely 0  1 

Wounded  slightly   0  3 

Material  captured : 
1  cannon,  77mm. 
3  machine  guns. 
1  Lewis  Auto,  rifle. 
200  grenades. 
5000  ammunition    (rifle). 

200  rifles. 
Remarks:      Principal   resistance   encountered   was   from   machine   guns,   es- 
tablished in  trees,  all  over  woods. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  .9  Oct.,  1Q1S:  1  officer;  9  N.C.O's.;  30 
men. 

Course  of  Action:  Enemy  patrols  came  through  woods  during  night  and 
opened  fire  on  right  flank  of  line  about  5:00  o'clock.  E  Co.,  after  driving 
"back  patrols,  established  a  line  from  24.80 — 80.85 — 80.67  which  was  held  dur- 
ing day  and  night.     Casualties:     N.C.O's.,  2. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  10th  Oct.,  WIS:     Officers  1,  N.C.O's.,  7;  men  30. 

Course  of  Action:  2nd  Bn.  advanced  to  normal  objective,  supported  by 
two  companies  of  1st  Bn.  2nd  platoon  was  in  support  of  1st  platoon  which 
was  on  right  of  E  Co.,  connecting  with  G  Co.  on  our  right.  Advanced  through 
woods  in  combat  groups  and  just  before  reaching  normal  objective  encount- 
ered heavy  machine  gun  fire  from  M.G.  nests  established  in  shell  holes  along 
road  and  in  trees  in  woods  north  of  road.  Line  was  established  along  road 
and  held  during  day  and  night;  D  Co.  of  1st  Bn.  passed  through  our  lines  to- 
ward first  exploitation.  The  line  we  held  along  normal  objective  was  heavily 
shelled  during  afternoon  and  night. 

Casualties:                             Officers  Men 

Killed    0  3 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded  severely 0  2 

Wounded  slightly 0  1 
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Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  11,  1918:  1  officer;  7  N.C.O's; 
24  men. 

Oct.  11,  1918. — Company  left  line  of  normal  objective  preparatory  to  pass- 
ing through  line  held  by  1st  Bn.  but,  as  116th  Infantry  had  not  arrived  upon 
l:ne,  plan  was  called  off  and  company  returned  to  reserve  position  in  CON- 
KENVOYE  WOODS,  where  we  remained  until  Oct.  16,  1918.  Two  men 
slightly  wounded. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  16,  1918:  1  officer;  7  N.C.O's.; 
22  men. 

About  1  o'clock  Oct.  16,  company  received  orders  to  take  up  reserve  posi- 
tion of  136th  Infantry.  2nd  Platoon  was  in  support  of  1st  Platoon  which 
relieved  D  Company,  116th  Infantry,  on  extreme  right  of  line.  4th  Platoon 
relieved  Company  on  left;  about  10:00  o'clock  company  received  orders  to 
take  up  support  position  of  1st  Bn.  of  116th  Infantry  on  front  line.  Were 
late  in  getting  to  new  position  because  of  heavy  shelling  of  woods  and  roads. 

Casualties :                          Officers  Men 

Killed    0  1 

Gassed  0  0 

Wounded   severely    0  0 

Wounded    slightly     0  1 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  17,  1918 1  1  officer;  6  N.C.O's.; 
20  men. 

Course  of  Action:  Company  remained  in  support  of  front  line  Bn.  of 
116th,  and  3  companies,  2nd  Bn.,  L15th,  until  about  16  o'clock  Oct.  17,  when 
company  returned  t/>  old  reserve  position  of  ll.ltli  in  CONSENVOYE  WOODS. 
3rd  Platoon  held  Co.  E  line  and  1st,  2nd  and  4th  platoons,  in  support,  re- 
mained  in   this   position    until   2<nu   Or/.,   platoons   alternating  on    line.     No 

casualties. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  2d,  1918:  1  officer;  (J  N.C.O's.; 
20  men. 

Battalion  took  over  front  line,  E2  Co.  relieving  K  and  M  Companies.  3rd 
platoon  relieved  M  Co.,  3rd  and  2nd   platoons  alternating  on   line;   this  line 

v,as   held    until   2~>th  of  October y    19 IS.      Xo   casualties. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  85t  19\8:  o  officers,  (transferred). 

V)  N.C.O's.;    20   men. 

Company    was    relieved    by    1    and    K   Companies;    L'nd    platoon    was   relieved 
a)  out    13:00  o'clock  Oct.  2.',,   1918.     Then  Company   went    hack   1o  support    posi 
tion  on  RICHENE  HILL,    which   position    was  held   bach    until   about    1    o'clock 
the  nighl   of  28-29  Oct.,   1918,  when  Co.   was  relieved   by    B  Co.,  .'{Kith    Infantrv. 
then    marched    to    COTE    DEB    ROCHES.       No    casualties. 

SCT.    HOWARD    !',.   CAMERON. 

###### 

"Report  of  Operations,    Third  Platoon,  Co.  K.    Ilf,th   Infantry* 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  8  Oct.,  1918:  1  officer;  S  N.C.O's.; 
31   men. 

8  Oct.,  1918. —  Position  of  platoon  and  its  formation  for  a!  tuck:  left  flunk 
of  Co.  E  on  right  flank  of  Battalion,  2nd  and  3rd  platoons  in  front  wa^o;  Isl 
and  4th  in  second  wave.     Followed    I'it    \'n.  in  line  of  combat  groups      When 
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-passing  through  1st  Bn.  advanced  in  combat  groups  until  fired  on,  then  de- 
ployed skirmishers  at  5  pace  intervals  and  advanced  by  infiltration. 

Course  of  action:  Advanced  across  field,  under  machine  gun  fire,  which 
was  especially  heavy  at  small  line  of  trenches  and  dugouts  at  point  25.04 — 
79.13.  Entered  woods  by  this  line  of  trenches  and  captured  machine  gun  nest 
that  was  holding  up  1st  and  2nd  platoon.  11  heavy  machine  guns  were  cap- 
tured in  this  nest,  also  30  prisoners.  Connected  with  part  of  3rd  platoon  and 
•advanced  through  woods,  searching  dugouts  and  taking  prisoners  up  to  elec- 
tric plant  at  point  25.20 — 81.25.  Line  of  outposts  was  established  along  road 
{normal  objective).  ,  Company  was  ordered  back  into  support  of  line  estab- 
lished by  battalion  at  line  approximately  from  24.50 — 80.80  to  24.84 — 80.82. 

Location  of  platoon  at  end  of  day:  With  company  in  support  of  battalion 
line. 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded   severely    0  0 

Wounded  slightly   0  0 

Prisoners   captured:      Officers   0,   Men  75. 
Material   captured : 
11  machine  guns. 
200  rifles. 
2000  ammunition. 
200  grenades. 
24  picks  and   shovels. 
Remarks:      Machine  gun  nest,  principal  resistance  encountered. 
Strength   of  platoon   on  morning  of  9   Oct.,   1918:     1   officer,   8   N.C.O's.; 
31  men. 

9  October,  1918. — Course  of  action:  Enemy  reinforcements  arrived  during 
night,  and  sent  patrols  through  woods.  They  opened  fire  on  right  flank  of 
line.  E  Co.  was  sent  to  drive  back  patrols,,  after  which  line  was  established 
by  company  to  protect  right  flank.  Line  approximately  from  24.80 — 80.82 
to  24.85—80.67.  This  line  was  held  by  company  during  day.  Two  companies 
of  1st  Battalion  came  up  to  support  2nd  Battalion  in  advance,  but  this  was 
held  off  until  morning  because  of  darkness.  Platoons  were  not  separate  on 
line  but  mixed  up. 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  1 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded   severely    0  0 

Wounded    slightly     0  0 

Prisoners  captured:      Officers   0,   Men  3. 

Material  captured:      1  light  machine  gun. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  10,  1918:  1  officer,  8  N.C.O's.; 
o0  men. 

10th  Oct.,  1918. — Course  of  action:  The  whole  company  advanced  throuoh 
woods  in  combat  groups,  toward  normal  objective.  Encountered  great  machine 
gun  fire  from  nests  established  along  road  and  by  bushes  of  clearing;  also 
from  trees  in  wood  to  North  of  road.     Line  was  established  along  road  which 
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•was  normal  objective.  I  Co.,  1st  Bn.,  passed  through  our  lines,  toward  1st 
exploitation,  our  position  along  road  during  day  and  night.  This  position  was 
subjected  to  heavy  shelling  during  afternoon  and  night. 

Losses :                                Officers  Men 

Killed    0  1 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded   severely    0  1 

Wounded    slightly     0  2 

Sick   1  0 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  11  Oct.  18:  0  officers;  8  N.C.O's.;  26 
men. 

11  Oct.,  1918. — Course  of  action:  Left  position  along  normal  objective  to 
pass  through  line  held  by  1st  Bn.,  but  as  116th  Infantry  had  not  arrived  on 
line,  plan  was  called  off,  and  E  Co.  returned  to  position  in  reserve  at  point 
24.85 — 80.75.  D  Co.  was  also  in  reserve.  While  in  woods  at  point  24.75 — 
81.64  were  fired  on  by  machine  guns  to  Northeast  also  shelled. 

Losses:  Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded   severely    0  0 

Wounded    slightly     0  0 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  12  Oct.,  1918:     0  .officers;  8  N.C.O's; 

26  men. 

12th  Oct.,  1918. — Course  of  action:  2nd  Bn.  returned  to  reserve  Line, 
which  was  then  established.  E  Co.  Occupied  line  from  24.60 — 81.25  to  24.80 — 
81.15;  2nd  platoon  on  line  and  two  platoons  in  support,  alternating  each  day. 
3rd  platoon  in  support  of  2nd  platoon  1st  day.  Line  held  this  way  until  1 
o'clock,   16th  Oct. 

Losses:                                     Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed  0  0 

Wounded      0  0 

Course  of  action:  The  company  received  orders  to  relieve  reserve  bat- 
talion of  110 th  Tnf.,  also  H  Co.,  Moth  Inf.  Owing  to  heavy  shell  fire  on 
woods   and    roads,   also    machine   gUfl    fire,   did   not   arrive   at    our   position   until 

nearly  13:00  o'clock,    H  Co.  was  immediately  ordered  to  fill  gap  in  line.     E 

Co.   in   support.      Heavy  shelling  of  entire   area    during   afternoon    and    night. 
Losses:                                   Officers  Men 

Killed     0  1 

Gassed  0  0 

Wounded    severely     0  0 

Wounded     slightly     0  1 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  17  on.,  1918  >  0  officers;  7  N'.C.O's.j 
25  men. 

Course  of  action:  Remained  in  support  of  IHitli  front  line  until  about  1  6 
o'clock  Oct.  17,  when  company  returned  to  reserve  line  of  115th  and  look  up 
old   positions.      Remained   in   this   position   until    lo:00   o'clock    Oct.  80, 
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Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded    slightly    0  2 

Wounded    severely    0  0 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  20  Oct.,  1918:  0  officers-  7  N.C.O's.- 
L3  men. 

Course  of  action:  Relieved  M  Co.  on  front  line,  4th  Platoon  relieved  K 
Co.  Other  two  platoons  in  support.  Lines  were  held  this  way.  Platoons 
alternating  until  14:00  o'clock  Oct.  25,  1918,  when  company  was  relieved  by 
I  and  K  companies,  K  Co.  relieving  3rd  Platoon. 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded     0  3 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  25  Oct.,  1918:     0  officers;  6  N.C.O's.-  21 

men. 

Course  of  action:  Relieved  by  I  and  K  Companies  relieving  3rd  Platoon. 
Returned  to  support  position  on  RICHENE  HILL,  where  company  remained 
until  1:00  o'clock  night  28-29  Oct.,  when  company  was  relieved  by  Co.  B, 
316th  Infantry,  and  marched  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES.     No  casualties. 

Sick:     One  private   (sent  to  hospital). 

SGT.  WARD. 


****** 


Report  of  Operations,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  E,  115th  Infantry. 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  8,  1918:  0  officers;  7  N.C.O's.* 
34  men. 

8  Oct.,  1918.— Position  of  platoon  and  its  formation  for  attack:  left  flank 
of  Co.  E  on  right  flank  of  battalion  in  second  wave  in  support  of  3rd  platoon. 
Second  and  third  platoon  in  first  wave,  first  and  fourth  in  second  wave.  Fol- 
lowed 1st  Bn.  in  line  of  combat -groups  until  fired  on  by  machine  guns,  then 
deployed  as  skirmishers  with  five  pace  intervals  and  advanced  by  means  of 
infiltration. 

Course  of  action:  Advanced  across  field  under  machine  gun  fire,  which 
was  exceedingly  heavy  at  small  line  of  trenches,  and  dugouts  at  point  25.01 — 
79.13.  Entered  woods  by  way  of  gun  nest  which  was  holding  up  advance  of 
2nd  and  1st  platoons  on  our  right.  The  nest  contained  11  heavy  type  machine 
guns,  also  30  prisoners.  Joined  with  part  of  3rd  Platoon  and  advanced 
through  woods,  searching  dugouts  and  doing  away  with  individual  enemy 
snipers  and  taking  prisoners,  as  far  as  current  generating  plant  at  point  25.20 
— 81.25.  Line  of  outposts  were  established  along  road  (normal  objective). 
Company  was  ordered  back  into  support  of  line  established  by  battalion  ap- 
proximately from  24.50—  80.80  to  24.84—80.82.  Location  of  platoon  at  end 
of  day   with  company  in  support  of  battalion   line. 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded  severely    0  0 

Wounded    slightly    0  2 
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Prisoners  captured: 
Materiel  captured: 

Remarks:      Machine  gun  nest  principal  resistance  encountered. 
Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  9  Oct.,  1918:     0  officers;   7  N.C.O's.; 
32  men. 

9th  Oct.,  1918. — Course  of  action:  Enemy  reinforcements  arriving  during 
flight,  sent  patrols  through  woods.  They  opened  fire  on  right  flank  of  line.  E 
Company  was  sent  to  drive  out  patrols,  after  which  line  was  established  by 
company  to  protect  right  flank.  Line  approximately  from  24.80—80.82  to 
24.85 — 80.67.  This  line  was  held  by  company  during  day.  Two  companies  of 
1st  Bn.  came  up  to  support  2nd  Bn.  in  advance,  but  this  was  held  until  morn- 
ing because  of  darkness.     Platoons  were  not  separate,  but  were  combined. 

Losses :                                Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded    severely    0  0 

Wounded    slightly     0  2 

Prisoners   captured: 

Materiel  captured: 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  10  Oct.,  1918:  0  officers;  6  N.C.O's.; 
3  1  men. 

Course  of  action:  The  whole  company  advanced  through  woods  in  combat 
groups  toward  normal  objective.  Encountered  strong  machine  gun  fire  from 
line  along  road  and  bushes  in  clearing.  Also  from  snipers,  up  in  trees.  Line 
was  established  along  road  which  was  normal  objective.  D  Co.,  1st  Bn.  passed 
through  our  lines  toward  1st  exploitation  objective.  We  held  our  position 
along  the  road  during  day  and  night.  This  position  was  subject  to  heavy 
shelling  during  afternoon  and  night. 

Losses :                                 Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Wounded    severely    0  2 

Wounded    .slightly    0  4 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  11  Oct.,  1918 1  0  officers;  \.  C.O'S.,  6; 
men  25. 

//  Oft.,  1918.  -Course  of  action:  Left  position  along  normal  objective  to 
pass  through  line  held  by  1st  Bn.,  but  as  llo'th  Inf.'intrv  had  not  arrived  on 
line  plan  was  called  off  and  E2  Co.  returned  to  position  in  reserve  al  point 
24.85 — 80. 7o.  While  in  woods  al  point  L'  L85-  HI. (J  I  were  tired  on  by  m.'u-hine 
gung  to    Northeast  ;    also   shelled. 

Losses:                                     Officers  Men 

Killed     0  0 

Gassed  0  0 

Wounded    severely     0  1 

Wounded     slightly     0  I 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  12  Oct.,  I!) IS:  0  officers;  (>  N.C.O'h.; 
2.'!   men. 

12  Oct.,  1918* — Course  Ot  action:  Second  Bn,  returned  to  reserve  line, 
which  was  then  established.  E  Co.  occupied  line  from  24.(50 — 81.25  to  24.80 — 
81.15.      Two   platoons   On    line   and    tWO    platoons    in    Support,    alternating   each 
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day.    4th  in  support  of  1st  on  first  day.    Line  held  this  way  until  1:00  o'clock 
16th  Oct.  ' 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded   severely    0  0 

Wounded    slightly    0  2 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  16  Oct.,  1918:  0  officers;  6  N.C.O's.; 
21  men. 

Course  of  action:  The  company  received  orders  to  relieve  reserve  battalion 
of  116th  Infantry  and  left  reserve  line  115th  about  1  o'clock  Oct.  16.  4th 
platoon  relieved  A  Co.,  116th  Infantry.  Owing  to  heavy  fire  on  woods  and 
roads  also,  machine  gun  fire  did  not  arrive  at  our  position  until  nearly  13:00 
o'clock.  H  Co.,  115th  was  immediately  ordered  to  fill  gap  in  line,  E  Co.  in 
support.     Heavy  shelling  of  entire  area  during  afternoon  and  night. 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  y  '       0 

Wounded   severely    0  1 

Wounded    slightly     0  2 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  17  Oct.,  1918:  0  officers;  4  N.C.O's.; 
20  men. 

Course  of  action:  Remained  in  support  of  116th  front  line  until  about 
16  o'clock  Oct.  17th  when  company  returned  to  reserve  line  of  115th  and  took 
up  old  positions.     Remained  in  this  position  until  15:00  o'clock  Oct.  20. 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Gassed 0  0 

Wounded   severely    0  0 

Wounded    slightly    0  0 

Strength  of  platoon  morning  of  SO  Oct.,  1918:  0  officers;  4  N.C.O's.;  20 
men. 

Course  of  action :  Relieved  K  Co.  on  front  line ;  other  two  platoons  in  sup- 
port. Lines  were  held  this  way  until  14  o'clock  Oct.  25,  1918,  when  company 
was  relieved  by  I  and  K  Companies.     K  Company  relieved  4th  platoon. 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Wounded    severely    0  0 

Wounded    slightly    0  0 

O.  T.  C 0  1 

Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  25  Oct.,  1918:  0  officers;  3  N.C.O's.;  20 
men. 

Course  of  action:     Relieved  by  I  and  K  Companies,  K  Co.  relieving  4th 
platoon.     Returned  to  support  position  on  RICHENE  HILL,  where  company- 
remained  until  1:00  o'clock  night  of  28-29   Oct.,  when  company  was  relieved 
by  Co.  B,  316th  Infantry,  and  marched  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES.     No  casual- 
ties. 

SGT.  FRANK  B.  LAMBIE. 


*     *     *     *     *     * 
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OPERATIONS  REPORT,  CO.  F,  115 TH  INFANTRY. 

First  platoon,  Company  F,  115th  Inf.— Strength  of  Platoon  morning  of 
Oct.  8th,  1918:     1  officer;   8  N.C.O's.;   33  men. 

Position  of  platoon  and  its  formation  for  attack:  Eight  flank  of  support 
company  of  support  battalion  at  point  25.10—76.85.  Line  of  combat  groups 
staggered.  Followed  by  Co.  E.,  this  regiment,  leading  company  of  support 
battalion  at  500  meters  to  intermediate  objective.  Left  intermediate  objec- 
iive  at  11:30  o'clock  following  Co.  E  at  500  meters,  Co.  E  at  this  time  be- 
ing assaulting  company  of  assaulting  Battalion.  At  intermediate  objective 
executed  passage  of  line  thru  1st  Bn.,  115th  Inf.  During  the  advance  from 
jumping-off  point  to  intermediate  objective  and  from  then  on  encountered 
considerable  artillery,  one-pounder  and  Minnenwerfer  fire.  At  500  meters  be- 
yond intermediate  objective  to  the  North  encountered  severe  machine  gun  and 
rifle  fire  from  Southern  edge  of  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  and  COTE  338  and 
Eastern  edge  BOIS  BEABANT-s-MEUSE.  Co.  E  by  this  time  had  overcome 
machine  gun  nests  in  EAVINE  DE  EACHIMPEE  and  Southern  edge  BOIS 
DE  CONSENVOYE  and  had  entered  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  but  appar- 
ently was  encountering  severe  machine  gun  fire  from  COTE  338  and  Eastern 
edge  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  F  Company  by  this  time  had  closed  up  to 
within  about  200  meters  of  Co.  E,  and  to  protect  two  platoons  of  F  Company, 
the  first  platoon  supported  by  the  3rd  Platoon,  to  move  forward  to  the  West 
and  Northwest  and  cover  approximately  500  meters  of  the  sector  adjoining  the 
sector  of  this  regiment,  as  the  116th  Infantry  had  not  yet  moved  up  nor  were 
they  connected  with  the  115th  Infantry  at  all.  These  two  platoons  advanced 
on  COT h7  338,  took  it  and  reduced  thereon  8  enemy  machine  gun  positions  ami 
captared  approximately  50  Austrian  soldiers.  Also  attacked  Eastern  edge  of 
thinly  wooded  section  of  BEABANT-s-MEUSE,  capturing  there  L5  enemy 
machine  guns  and  5  Lewis  Automatic  rifles  and  approximately  120  Austrian 
soldiers  and  2  officers.    In  opinion  of  Company  Commander  of  P  Co.,  this  ac 

tion  was  necessary  to  prevent  severe  enfilading  fire  on  Co.   ]•]  and   as  no  further 
firing  was  encountered    from   these  two   positions  the  result  justified  the  action 

in  going  beyond  the  right  of  our  sector.  Verbal  message  was  sent  to  Bn.  Com- 
mander of  action  taken  and  results,  and  the  two  platoons  then  veered  ofT  to 
the  Northwest  following  Co.  E  until  they  reached  normal  objective  and  re- 
ported by  written  message.  Objective  reached  «*it  H  :•",()  o'clock.  About  ls:()() 
o'clock  Bn.  Commander  ordered  withdrawal  of  entire  battalion  1o  line  of  re 
sistance,   established    about    500    meters    in    rc.ir   of   normal    objective,    :is    righl 

flank  was  still  exposed  and   116th  Inf.  had  not  yet  advanced  abreast  of  us. 

The  entire  company  was  then  disposed  along  this  line  of  resistance  and  due;  in. 
The  2nd  and    tth    Platoons  went    forward   behind   Co.    E  's   line   when   the    1st   and 

3rd  Platoons  went  mound  the  exposed  right  flank. 

Tosses   (Afenj*. 

1st    Plat. 

Silled    2 

Gassed o 

Wounded  severely   .  .      1 

Prisoners   captured:       170. 

Captured    Materiel — 20    Machine   tfiins,    5    Lewis   Auto    Rifle   and    much    am- 
munition. 


2nd    Plat. 

3rd  Pint. 

Ith    PI;..!.   CO. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 
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On  this  date  3rd  Platoon  was  always  in  rear  of  or  with  1st  Platoon  and  2nd 
Platoon  was  on  right  of  1st  Platoon  and  4th  Platoon  in  rear  of  or  with  2nd 
Platoon,  except  when  1st  and  3rd  Platoons  went  around  right  flank. 

Oct.  9  th. — On  this  date  at  dawn  enemy  machine  gunners  opened  up  on  our 
positions,  especially  from  the  right  and  as  the  116th  had  not  yet  advanced, 
we  could  not  advance  to  drive  them  out,  and  held  the  lines,  replying  to  their 
fire  whenever  a  target  presented  itself.  Battalion  remained  in  same  position 
all  day  and  Avas  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  A  and  C  Companies,  115th 
Inf.,  who  took  up  positions  on  our  right. 

Losses    in    Company  Strength    of    Company 

Killed   1  Officers  3 

Wounded  severely     7  Men  149 

Gassed     0 

Prisoners  taken. .     0 

Oct.  10th.— Strength  of  Company:     Officers  2;  Men  142. 

At  8:00  o'clock,  this  date,  the  battalion  as  a  whole  with  A  and  C  Companies, 
115th  Infantry,  again  attacked  with  F  Company  in  front  line.  Considerable 
machine  gun  resistance  was  encountered,  but  objective  was  reached  at  12:50 
o'clock  and   line  established  in  wood  along  tramway  about  24.75 — 81.45. 

Losses :                               Officers  Men 

Killed    0  1 

Wounded   severely    1  7 

Prisoners  captured :     None. 

Oct.  11th. — This  date  held  line  established  day  previous,  but  did  not  ad- 
vance.    Strength  of  Company:     Officers  2;  men  142. 

Losses:     Wounded  severely,  1. 

Oct.   12th. — Strength  of  Company:      Officers  2;   men   142. 

This  date  went  into  Brigade  reserve  and  established  position  in  shell  holes, 
consolidated  at  point  24.25 — 81.25,  left  of  line  extending  250  meters  North- 
Northeast.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  14th. — Held  line  and  position  as  13th.  No  change  in  either  line  or 
strength.     Experienced   considerable  artillery  shelling  and  gas. 

Oct.  loth. — No  change  in  strength.  .Received  orders  at  21  o'clock  to  re- 
inforce 116th  Infantry.  Arrived  at  sector  of  116th  Infantry  at  3:30  morning 
of  16th  and  relieved  Companies  I,  K  and  H,  116th  Infantry.  No  casualties 
on  15  th. 

Oct.   16th. — Strength   of  Company:      Officers  2;    men   128. 

Position  of  Company  25.15 — 82.15,  with  left  extending  250  meters. 

At  8:17  o'clock  received  orders  to  attack  enemy  in  BOIS  DE  GRANDE 
MONTAGNE;  at  9:30  o'clock  artillery  barrage  started.  Attack  held  up  on 
account  heavy  mist  in  woods  and  terrific  machine  gun  fire.  Orders  received 
were  to  advance  1000  meters  and  dig  in.  At  11:00  o'clock  advanced  and 
routed  enemy  in  our  front,  captured  15  prisoners  and  three  machine  guns,  and 
advanced  800  meters  to  25.35 — 82.80,  digging  in  with  that  point  as  left  and 
line  extending  West  (undecipherable)  meters.  Could  not  advance  after  as  Co. 
B,  116th  Infantry  did  not  change  with  us  and  right  flank  would  have  been 
exposed  had  we  gone  further  before  they  caught  up.  Held  line  and  covered 
their  advance  with  machine  gun  and  automatic  rifle  fire  in  the  East. 

Losses :      Wounded   severely  7 ;    missing  6. 
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Oct.  17. — Strength  of  Company:     Officers  2;   men  127. 

Company  still  in  position  established  on  day  previous.  Enemy  counter- 
attacked on  right  in  early  morning,  but  little  fire  received  by  this  company. 
Relieved  by  Co.  E,  116th  Inf.,  at  16  o'clock  and  company  returned  to  position 
held  on  the  15th. 

Losses:     Wounded   slightly   1. 

Oct.  IS.— Strength  of  Company:  Officers  1  (One  officer  sick,  1st  Lt. 
Lewis,  Psychoneuorosis) ;  men  127. 

Company  remained  in  same  position  as  of  day  previous.  Some  artillery 
firing  on  our  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  19. — Strength  of  Company:     Officers  1;  men  127. 

Company  still  in  same  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  20. — Strength  of  Company:     Officers  1;  men  126. 

At  17:30  relieved  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  at  24.25—82.75.  Five  posts  all  auto- 
matic rifle  positions.  Increased  number  of  posts  to  eight.  Severe  artillery 
fire  received.     One  man  wounded  slightly. 

Oct.  21.— Strength  of  Company:     Officers  1;  men  125. 

Company  remained  in  same  position  as  yesterday.  One  casualty  from  artil- 
lery fire.     Holding  line.     One  man  wounded  slightly. 

Oct.  22.— Strength  of  Company:     Officers  1;  men  122. 

Company  in  same  position.  Extremely  heavy  artillery  fire  on  our  positions. 
Losses  from  same,  three  men  severely  wounded. 

Oct.  23 .—Strength  of  Company:     Officers  1;   men  118. 

Company  in  same  position.  On  this  date  29th  Div.  and  26th  Div.  attacked. 
Our  end  of  the  line  was  ordered  to  hold  in  same  position.  Prior  to  hour  of 
attack  I  strengthened  company  line  by  five  additional  posts,  making  thirteen 
posts  on  front  of  about  250  meters.  Received  severe  artillery  fire  from  enemy. 
Also  few  shells  from  friendly  artillery  fell  dangerously  near  our  lines.  One 
stnr  rocket  sent  up  and  immediate  report  made  to  Bn.  Hdqrs.  Casualties  from 
enemy  artillery:     1  man  killed;  3  severely  wounded. 

Oct.   24. — Strength   of  Company:      Officers   1;    men    116. 

Company  still  in  same  position.  Casualties  from  artillery  fire  2  men 
wounded.  Posts  reduced  to  8  on  orders  to  hold  line  with  as  few  men  as  the 
situation  would  permit.     French  patrol  operated  this   night   to  our   front. 

Oct.  25.— Strength  of  Company:     Officers  1,  men   1  1.",. 

This  company  was  relieved   by   Company    M,    115th    Inf.,   at    15:00  o'clock 
and  F  Company  went  into  regimental  support.     Men   were  placed    In   dugouts 
in   vicinity   of   25.10—80.80.      One  casualty  prior   to   relief   by   enemy   sniper. 
Losses:     Men,  wounded  slightly  1;  missing  3. 
Oct.  #£.— Strength  of  Company:     Officers   1;   men   112. 

Company  still  in  dugouts  in  support.  No  casualties.  Three  men  missing. 
Oct.  27. — Strength  of  Company:  Officers  1;  men  105. 
On  this  date  orders  were  received  attaching  this  company  to  .'inl  Bn.,  115th 
Infantry.  Two  platoons  were  sent  to  approximately  25.50 — 82.20  to  25.40 — 
82.40.  These  two  platoons  dug  in  in  support  position  in  rear  of  L  Co.,  115th  Inf. 
No  casualties  at  this  point.  Casualties  of  the  day:  three  men  killed  and  four 
severely  wounded.  These  casualties  occurred  *at  company  kitchen  from  ex- 
plosion of  one  large  II. E.  enemy  shell. 

Oct.  28. — Strength  of  Company:     Officers  1;   men    105. 
Company  still  disposed  as  on  previous  day.     At  16  o'clock  message  received 
from  Bn.  Commander,  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  that  counterattack  was  apparently 
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about  to  be  made  on  his  right  and  entire  company  ordered  to  take  position 
abreast  of  and  with  two  platoons  already  in  position.     Company  was  disposed 
as  ordered,  but  no  attack  occurring,  was  ordered  at   19  o'clock  to  return  to 
dugouts  in  vicinity.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  29.— Strength  of  Company:     Officers  1;  men  105. 

Relieved  by  Co.  I,  316th  Infantry,  79th  Division,  at  4:10.  At  this  time  a 
terrific  artillery  barrage  was  being  laid  down  directly  on  cross  roads  and  com- 
pany was  not  removed  from  dugouts  until  barrage  stopped.  This  occurred 
about  6:00  o'clock  and  company  was  sent  out  in  small  groups  of  six  men 
each  and  marched  to  COTE  DES  EOCHES.  Relief  completed  without  a 
casualty. 

Remarks:  This  report  of  operations  is  made  up  as  accurately  as  possible. 
The  platoon  leaders  who  started  off  with  the  company  have  aU  either  been 
wounded  or  have  been  assigned  to  Army  Candidate  School.  The  remaining 
N.C.O's.  who  had  charge  of  platoons  part  of  the  time  have  assisted  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  report. 

PHILIP  C.  McINTYRE, 

Capt.,  Co.  F.,  115th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  F,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  J.— Right  flank  of  support  company  of  support  battalion  at  point 
25.10—76.05.  Line  of  combat  groups  staggered.  Followed  Co.  E  this  regi- 
ment. Leading  company  of  support  battalion  at  500  meters  to  intermediate 
objective.  Losses:  2  killed,  1  severely  wounded.  Captured  20  machine  guns, 
assisted  by  third  platoon,  and  5  Lewis  auto-rifles  with  much  ammunition. 

Oct.  9.— Enemy  gunners  opened  up  on  our  positions,  especially  from  the 
right  because  the  116th  Inf.  did  not  advance  and  we  could  not  drive  them 
out;  but  we  held  the  lines  replying  to  all  their  fire. 

Oct.  10.— At -8  o'clock  the  battalion  with  A  and  C  Cos.,  115th  Inf.,  again 
attacked  with  Co.  F  in  the  front  line.  There  was  M.G.  resistance,  ^ob- 
jective was  reached  at  12:50  o'clock.  A  line  established  in  woods  along  tram- 
way about  point  24.75 — 81.45. 

Oct.  11.— Strength  of  platoon,  4  N.C.O's  and  34  privates. 
Oct.  12.— Went  in  support  of  3rd  Bn.  in  dugouts  on  RICHENE  HILL. 
Oct.  13.— This  date  went  into  brigade  reserve  and  established  position  in 
shell  holes  and  consolidation  at  point  24.25—81.25,  the  company's  left  of  line 
extending  250  meters  North-Northeast. 

Oct.  14.— Held  line  same  position  as  13th.  No  change,  in  either  lines  or 
trenches.     Experienced   considerable   artillery   shelling   and  gas. 

Oct.  IS.— No  change  in  strength,  but  received  orders  at  21  o'clock  to  re- 
inforce H6th  Inf.,  arriving  at  lines  of  116th  Inf.  at  3:20  A.M.,  relieving  Co. 
I  that  regiment. 

Oct.  16— At  17:00  o'clock  received  orders  to  attack  in  BOIS  DE  GRANDE 
MONTAGNE.  Our  artillery  barrage  started  at  9:00  o'clock.  Our  attack  was 
held  up  on  account  of  heavy  mist  and  terrible  machine  gun  fire. 

Oct.  17 -IS. —In  same  position.     Some  artillery  firing  on  our  position. 

Oct.  19. — In  same  position  as  day  previous. 

Oct.  m— Relieved  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  at  17:40  o'clock  at  point  24.25—82.95. 
First  Platoon  holding  line  with  5  auto-rifle  posts.  Co.  E  on  right  and  Co.  H 
on  left. 
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Oct.  21.— First  Platoon  was  relieved  by  Third  Platoon,  and  then  going  in 
support  of  Company. 

Oct.  22.— Strength  of  Platoon:     5  N.C.O's  and  32  privates. 

Oct.  23.— First  Platoon  was  in  front  line  and  was  ordered  to  hold  line  when 
29th  Div.  and  26th  Div.  attacked.  Sent  up  a  one-star  rocket  on  account  of 
friendly  artillery  firing  near  our  line. 

Oct.  24. — First  Platoon  went  in  support  upon  being  relieved  by  4th  Platoon. 

Oct.  25.— We  were  relieved  by  Co.  M,  115th  Inf.,  going  back  in  Reg.  Sup- 
port.    Men  were  placed  in  dugouts. 

Oct.  26. — Platoon  still  in  dugouts  in  support. 

Oct.  27. — First  was  supporting  Third  Platoon  on  right  flank. 

Oct.  28. — No  change  in  position. 

Oct.  29. — First  Platoon  was  second  to  move  upon  being  relieved,  marching 
in  groups  of  six  men. 

SGT.  PERRY  NORMAN. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,   Co.  F,   115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8. — Left  flank  of  support  company  of  support  battalion,  at  point  25.10 
— 76.85.  Line  of  combat  groups  staggered.  Followed  Co.  E,  115th  Inf.,  lead- 
ing company  of  support  battalion  at  500  meters  to  the  intermediate  objec- 
tive. Left  intermediate  objective  at  11  o'clock  following  Co.  E.  Co.  E  at  this 
time  being  the  leading  company  assaulting  battalion.  At  500  meters  beyond 
intermediate  objective  encountered  severe  machine  gun  fire.  At  this  time 
the  Second  Platoon  was  sent  around  to  the  left  to  flank  a  machine  gun  nest, 
which  we  succeeded  in  destroying,  and  then  moved  forward  behind  Co.  E  until 
normal  objective  was  reached  at  15:50  o'clock.  At  18:00  o'clock,  by  order  of 
the  Bn.  Commander,  we  were  withdrawn  to  a  position  about  500  meters  in 
rear  of  normal  objective,  at  which  place  we  established  a  line  of  resistance. 
One  wounded. 

Oct.  9. — On  this  date  at  dawn  enemy  machine  gun  opened  up  on  our  right. 
We  held  our  position,  which  was  on  the  left  of  the  company,  and  returned 
their  fire  whenever  a  target  presented  itself.  We  remained  in  this  position 
all  day  and  were  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  A  and  C  Cos.  of  the  1st  Bn., 
115th  Inf.,  on  our  right. 

Oct.   10. — At  8:00  o'clock  this  date  Bn.  as  a  whole  with   A  and  O  Cos.,  F 
Co.  being  in  front  line  position  of  second  platoon,  was  in  combat  groups  with 
1st  Platoon  on  right  and  3rd  and  4th  on  our  left.     We  encountered  severe   m;i 
chine  gun  fire  but  reached  our  objective  at  12:15  o'clock  and  established  posi- 
tion in  woods  along  tramway  about  24.75. 

Oct*    11. — No  change  in   position. 

Oct.  12. — On  this  date  we  were  in  support  of  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  in  dug- 
outs on  BICHENE  HILL. 

Oct.  13. — This  date  we  went  into  brigade  reserve  and  established  line  in 
shell  holes  at  point  24.25— 81.85  OB  left  of  line  extending  250  meters  North- 
Northeast.  Position  of  Platoon:  on  left  flank  of  supporting  platoon  of  1st 
Platoon. 

Oct.  14. — No  change  except  that  we  had  considerable  artillery  fire  and  gas. 

Qcft  /£# — Received  orders  at  21:00  o'clock  to  reinforce  116th  Inf.  Arrived 
at  116th  Inf.  sector  at  8:30  A.M.,  16  Oct.  18.  This  Bn.  relieved  Cos.  I,  L  and 
K,  116th  Inf. 

Oct.    -](',. — Advanced    at   11:00   o'clock   and   routed   the   enemy.     Advanced 
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about   800   meters  to  point  25.35—82.80.     We  would  have  advanced  further 
but  we  had  to  wait  for  Co.  B,  116th  Inf.,  so  we  dug  in. 

Oct.  1 7.— Platoon  still  in  position  held  on  previous  day.  Enemy  made 
counterattack  but  little  fire  was  received  by  this  company.  Believed  by  Co. 
E,  116th  Inf.,  and  company  returned  to  position  held  on  15th  Oct. 

Oct.  !<?.— Company  remained  in  same  position  as  previous  day.  Lieut,  of 
platoon  sick  and  went  to  hospital. 

Oct.  19. — Same  position  as  day  before.  " 

Oct.  £0.— Believed  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.,  at  point  24.25—82.75.  Five  posts,  all 
auto-rifles,  increased  to  eight.    Position  of  platoon  was  in  front  line. 

Oct.  21. — No  change  in  position. 

Oct.  #2.— Company  in  same  position.     Heavy  artillery  fire  on  our  position. 

Oct.  23.— On  this  date  the  29th  Div.  and  26th  Div.  attacked.  Our  company 
was  ordered  to  hold  same  position.  We  received  heavy  artillery  fire  from 
enemy,  killing  one  man  and  wounding  three. 

Oct.  24.— Company  and  platoon  in  same  position.  Posts  reduced  to  eight. 
French  patrol  operated  to  our  front  on  this  night. 

Oct.  25. — On  this  date  company  was  relieved  by  Co.  M,  115th  Inf.  Co.  F 
went  in  Beg.  Support  in  dugouts  in  vicinity  of  point  25.10—80.80.     Two  men 


missing. 


Oct.  26. — Company  still  in  support. 

Oct.  27.— On  this  date  company  was  attached  to  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  in  sup- 
port of  Co.  L,  115th  Inf.  Three  platoons  dug  in  the  rear  of  Co.  L  at  about 
250  yards.  The  positions  of  2nd  platoon  was  the  left  flank  of  Co.  F  and  right 
of  Co.  H. 

Oct.  28. — Platoon  in  position  and  support  lines.  At  16:00  o'clock  message 
was  received  by  Co.  Commander  that  counterattack  was  about  to  take  place 
and  the  rest  of  the  company  sent  up  in  support,  but  no  attack  occurring,  the 
company  was  ordered  at  19:00  o'clock  to  be  returned  to  dugouts  in  rear  of 
vicinity. 

Oct.  29.— Company  was  relieved  by  Co.  L,  316th  Inf.,  79th  Div.  at  4:10 
o'clock.  At  this  time  heavy  artillery  barrage  was  being  laid  down  on  roads 
and  company  was  kept  in  dugouts.  About  six  o'clock  the  company  was 
marched  out  in  small  groups. 

JOHN  F.   NEUYZEY, 

Sgt.,  2nd  Platoon. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  F,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8. — Bight  flank  of  support  platoon  of  support  company  at  point  25.10 
— 76.5.  Line  of  combat  groups  staggered.  Followed  1st  Platoon  of  this 
company  about  150  meters,  until  normal  objective  was  reached.  Later  we 
withdrew  to  the  line  of  resistance  which  was  established  about  500  meters  in 
rear  of  normal  objective.     Wounded  1,  missing  2. 

Oct.  9. — Held  position  which  we  occupied  on  night  of  8th  Oct.,  1918. 

Oct.  10. — About  8  o'clock  on  morning  of  10th  Oct.  18,  company  attacked 
along  with  the  Bn.,  the  3rd  Platoon  being  in  the  first  line.  The  objective  was 
reached  at  12:00  o'clock.  The  line  was  established  in  woods  along  the  tram- 
way at  about  point  24.75 — 81.45. 

Oct.  11. — Platoon  held  same  position  as  day  before. 

Oct.  12. — This  date  company  in  support  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  in  dugouts  on 
BICHENE   HILL. 
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Oct.  13.— Company  went  in  to  brigade  reserve  and  established  position  in 
shell  holes,  consolidated  at  point  24.25—81.25.  Left  of  line  extending  250 
meters  North-Northeast. 

Oct.  14. — No  change  in  position. 

Oct.  15. — At  21:00  o'clock  we  received  orders  to  reinforce  the  116th  Inf. 
Arrived  at  116th  Inf.  at  3:30  A.M.  on  morning  of  16th  Oct.,  IS,  and  helped  to 
relieve  Cos.  I,  K,  and  H  of  the  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  16. — At  9:30  o'clock  we  were  ordered  to  attack  enemy  at  BOIS  DE 
GEANDE  MONTAGNE;  combat  groups  staggered;  our  right  flank  was 
covered  by  the  First  Platoon  of  this  company  and  our  left  by  the  Second  Pla- 
toon of  this  company.  The  attack  was  delayed  two  hours  due  to  heavy  mist. 
We  attacked  and  advanced  800  meters  and  dug  in.  During  this  engagement 
Sgt.  Johnson  was  wounded  and  Sgt.  West  took  command  of  the  platoon. 

Oct.  17. — Held  same  positions  established  on  night  of  16th  Oct.  At  16 
o'clock  we  were  relieved  by  Co.  E,  116th  Inf.  Eeturned  to  positions  held  on 
15  Oct. 

Oct.  18-19. — Held  same  position  as  on  15  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  20.— At  17:30  o'clock  we  relieved  Co.  C,  115th  Inf.,  at  point  24.25— 
82.75. 

Oct.  21,  22,  23,   24.— No  change  in  position. 

Oct.  26. — Was  relieved  by  Co.  M,  115th  Inf.,  and  went  into  Eeg.  Eeserve  in 
vicinity  of  point  24.10 — 80.30.     Men  were  placed  in  dugouts. 

Oct.  26. — Were  still  in  dugouts  in  support. 

Oct.  27. — At  17:50  o'clock  platoon  received  orders  to  go  to  rear  of  3rd 
Bn.  and  dig  in,  approximately  25.50 — 82.20  to  25.40 — 80.40. 

Oct.  28. — Message  was  received  from  3rd  Bn.  Commander  that  counter  at- 
tack was  expected  on  our  right,  but  no  attack  occurred.  We  were  then  in  posi- 
tion as  established  the  night  previous.  At  19:00  o'clock  we  were  ordered  to 
dugouts  in  the  rear. 

Oct.  29 — We  were  relieved  by  a  platoon  of  Co.  I,  316th  Ini'.,  70th  Div.,  at 
4:10  o'clock.  At  this  time  a  heavy  artillery  barrage  was  laid  down,  so  we 
were  kept  in  dugouts  until  6:00  o'clock.  We  were  marched  in  small  groups  of 
six  men  each  to  COTE  DES  EOCHES.     Belief  completed  without   a  casualty. 

CLAEENCE  H.  WILSON, 

Cpl.,  3rd    Platoon. 
###### 

Operations  Report,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  F,  1 161k  Infantry. 

Oct.  8. — In  rear  of  left  flank  platoon  of  support  platoon  of  support  com 
pany  at  point  25.10 — 76.85.  Line  of  combat  groups  staggered.  Followed 
leading  platoon  at  200  meters  to  intermediate  objective.  After  leaving  this 
platoon  was  support  platoon  of  support  company  of  assault  Bn.,  following  left 
flank  platoon  to  normal  objective,  when  orders  were  given  to  retire  to  a  position 
500  yards  in  rear  of  normal  objective,  where  this  platoon  dug  in.  During  night 
operated  combat  patrols  on  our  right  where  116th   Inf.  failed  to  connect.      . 

Oct.  9. — At  dawn  this  day  enemy  machine  gunners  opened  fire  on  our  posi- 
tions. We  fired  on  them  whenever  a  target  presented  itself.  We  could  not 
drive  them  out  as  our  right  flank  was  unprotected  by  the  failure  of  the  116th 
Inf.  to  arrive. 

Oct.  10. — This  platoon  was  in  support  of  right  platoon  of  the  jtssault  com- 
pany. Severe  machine  gun  fire  encountered.  Established  line  at  point  24.25 — 
81.45. 
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Oct.  11. — No  change  in  position. 

Oct.  12. — Company  was  in  support  of  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf. 

Oct.  13. — Company  went  into  Brigade  Keserve  and  consolidated  in  shell 
holes  at  point  24.25—81.25.     This  platoon  was  on  left  of  line. 

Oct.  14. — No  change  in  positions. 

Oct.  15.— Received  orders  at  12:00  o'clock  to  reinforce  the  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  16.— This  platoon  was  on  the  left  of  the  sector  held  by  116th  Inf.,  at 
11:00  o'clock.  Advanced  800  meters  to  point  25.35—82.80,  routing  the  enemy 
as  we  advanced,  capturing  one  machine  gun  and  four  prisoners.  Dug  in  at 
this  point,  being  on  left  of  the  line. 

Oct.  17.— No  change  in  position.  Enemy  counterattacked  in  morning  on 
right.  Enemy  patrol  of  three  men  walked  down  path  which  we  swept  with  our 
auto,  rifles.  Relieved  at  14:00  o'clock  by  Co.  E.,  116th  Inf.,  and  returned  to 
position  held  on  15  Oct.  IS. 

Oct.  18-19. — No  change  in  position.     Artillery  firing  and  some  gas. 

Oct.  20.— -Took  up  position  at  point  24.25—82.75.  Were  in  support  of  com- 
pany at  100  meters  in  rear  of  line. 

Oct.  21.— Went  into  line.  Eight  posts,  held  left  of  sector  connecting  on 
left  with  Co.  E,  115th  Inf.    Severe  artillery  firing. 

Oct.  22.— In  support.  . 

Oct.  23. — Holding  line.     Severe  artillery  fire. 

Oct.  24. — No  change  in  positions. 

Oct.  25.— Relieved  by  Co.  M,  115th  Inf.  Went  into  Reg.  Support  near  point 
25.10—80.80. 

Oct.  26. — In  support  and  dugouts. 

Oct.  27. — Still  in  dugouts  in  support.  One  man  killed  and  two  seriously 
wounded  by  shell  which  exploded  at  entrance  to  dugout  near  kitchen. 

Oct.  28— In  same  position  as  previous  day.  At  16:00  o'clock  received 
orders  to  take  up  position  designated  in  line  in  preparation  against  threatened 
counter  attack.  Ordered  to  return  to  dugouts  about  19:00  o'clock,  as  threat- 
ened counter  attack  did  not  occur. 

Oct.  ^.—Relieved  by  Co.  I,  116th  Inf.,  79th  Div.,  at  4:10  o'clock.  Heavy 
artillery  fire  directed  on  a  cross  roads  prevented  our  leaving  until  6:00  o'clock 
when  barrage  ceased.  About  6:00  o'clock  we  left  in  small  groups  of  six  men 
each  for  COTE  DES  ROCHES.     Relief  complete  without  casualties. 

CHESTER  H.  WALTER, 

Sgt.,  4th  Platoon. 

****** 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  G,  115 TH  INFANTRY. 

1st  Platoon. — Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  October  8,  1918:  0  of- 
ficers; 9  N.C.O's.;  34  Pvts. 

Position:  In  support  of  Co.  H,  115th  Inf.  Formation:  line  of  combat 
groups. 

.Course  of  action:     Advance  in  combat  groups,  supporting  Co.  H,  115th  Inf. 

Location  at  end  of  day:  In  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  (24.6—80.7)  sup- 
porting H  Co.,  115th  Inf. 

Losses:     3  wounded. 

2nd  Platoon. — Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  October  8,  1918:  1  of- 
ficer; 7  N.C.O's.;  34  Pvts. 

Position:     In  support  of  Co.  H,  115th  Inf. 

Formation:     Line  of  combat  groups. 
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Course  of  action:  Advanced  in  combat  groups,  supporting  Co.  H,  115th 
Inf. 

Location  at  end  of  day:  In  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  (24.6—80.7),  sup- 
porting Co.  H,  115th  Inf. 

Losses — None. 

3rd  Platoon. — Strength  of  Platoon  on  morning  of  October  8,  1918:  1  of- 
ficer; 7  N.C.O's.;  31  Privates. 

Position:     In  support  of  Co.  H,  115th  Inf. 

Formation:     Lines  of  combat  groups. 

Course  of  action:     Advance  in  combat  groups,  supporting  Co.  H,  115th  Inf. 

Location  at  end  of  day:  In  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  (24.6—80.7). 
Losses — None. 

1th  Platoon — Strength  of  platoon  on  morning  of  Oct.  8,  1918:  0  officers; 
7  N.C.O's.;  30  Privates. 

Position:     In  support  of  Co.  H,  115th  Inf. 

Formation:     Line  of  combat  groups. 

Course  of  action:     Advance  in  combat  groups,  supporting  Co.  H,  115th  Inf. 

Location  at  end  of  day:  In  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  (24.6—80.7). 
Losses:     4  wounded. 

Remarks:  G  Co.,  115th  Inf.,  on  morning  of  Oct.  8th,  was  formed  in  com- 
bat groups  along  grid  77  between  line  24  and  25  moved  forward  in  assaulting 
Bn.,  supporting  Co.  H,  115th  Inf. 

Strength  of  company  on  morning  of  Oct.  8,  1918:  Officers  3;  N.C.O's  30; 
Privates  125. 

Oct.  9. — G  Co.,  as  a  whole,  in  support.  A  scout  detail  from  3rd  platoon, 
consisting  of  3  N.C.O's.  and  13  men,  was  attached  to  115th  M.G.  Co.  Half  of 
second  platoon  was  doing  patrol  duty. 

Oct.  10. — Co.  G  moved  in  support  of  3rd  Bn.  in  line  of  dugouts  (24.2 — 82.2) 
and  remained  here  till  afternoon  of  12  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  12.— Company  moved  in  reserve  in  BOLS  DE  CONSENVOYE  till  15 
Oct.  18. 

Oct.  15 — G  Co.  moved  into  116th  Infantry  sector  and  advanced  with  as- 
saulting troops  to  25.6 — 83.0,  holding  tliis  position  till  17  Oct.  18.  A  light 
counterattack  was  repulsed  on  16  Oct.  18. 

Oct.  17. — Company  moved  in  reserve  of  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  remaining  in 
this  position  till  Oct.  20,  1918. 

Oct.  20. — Company  moved  up  in  support,  remaining  till  morning  of  Oct. 
23rd. 

Oct.  23. — 1st  and  2nd  Platoons  put  in  combat  groups,  liaison  between  D 
and  E  Cos.,  (25.1 — 83).     The  3rd  and  4th   Platoons  remained   in  support. 

Oct.  24. — G  Co.  went  into  support  of  1st  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  in  dugouts  (24.2 
— 82.2)  and  remained  here  till  the  morning  of  89  Oct.  18,  when  company  was 
relieved  by  Co.  A,  316th  Inf.     C  Co.  assembled   with   ll.r,th   Inf.  at   21.5 — 77.0. 

ftcmarks:     G  Co.  furnished  the  following  special  details: 

Oct.  9 — 3  N.C.O's.  and  13  men  attached  to  M.G.  Co.,  115th  Inf.  as  scouts. 

Oct.  15. — 1  officer,  2  N.C.O's,  and  17  privates  detailed  as  combat  liaison  be- 
tween 115th  and  116th  Infantries. 

Oct.  23. — One  platoon  detailed  for  combat  liaison  between  115th  Inf.  and 
French  unit  on  our  left. 
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Oct.  26  — -One  platoon  was  detailed  on  wiring  party  in  front  of  line  held  by 
115th  Infantry. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  company  commander  of  this  company  was  sent 
to  the  hospital,  also  most  of  the  platoon  commanders,  the  above  report  is  not 
as  explicit  as  I  should  have  liked  to  have  had  it,  owing  to  the  fact  that  I  was 
only  in  command  of  the  company  a  short  while  in  the  trenches. 

AETIE  E.  BOLTON, 
1st  Lt.,  115th  Infantry. 


Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon  Company  G,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  £.— Position  in  support  of  Co.  H,  115th  Inf.  Formation:  line  of  com- 
bat groups.  Advanced  in  combat  groups  supporting  Co.  H.  Location  at  end 
of  day  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  in  support  of  Co.  H.    Losses  3  wounded. 

Oct.  9.— Position  in  support  of  Co.  E  on  right  of  battalion.  This  platoon 
followed  the  advance  of  Co.  E  at  a  distance  of  100  yards.  We  were  checked  on 
account  of  heavy  machine  gun  fire.  Our  liaisons  were  intact.  The  advance  was 
about  400  meters.  Still  remaining  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  Losses:  2 
wounded. 

Oct.  10. — In  support  of  3rd  Bn,  along  line  of  dugouts  at  24.2 — 82.2.  Left 
for  this  position  at  9  A.M.  and  stayed  for  the  remainder  of  the  day  and  night. 
Losses:     5  wounded. 

Oct.  11. — In  support  of  3rd  Bn.  along  line  of  dugouts  24.2—82.2. 

Oct.  12. — On  the  afternoon  of  this  date  we  dropped  back  to  reserve  of  the 
3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  at  24.5—81.3  and  remained  there  until  the  night  of  the 
lHh,  and  then  was  ordered  to  the  116th  sector  at  25.6 — 82.4. 

Oct.  15.— We  advanced  in  liaison  with  the  116th  and  reached  their  objective 
at  25.6 — 83.0.     Holding  front  of  line.     Losses:     2  wounded. 

Oct.  16. — We  stayed  in  the  same  position  as  the  day  before.  This  platoon 
repulsed  a  light  counterattack  and  held  the  line.  We  silenced  three  machine 
gun  nests  with  rifle  grenades  and  was  relieved  by  a  platoon  of  the  116th  Inf. 
Losses :  2  wounded.  We  went  back  in  reserve  of  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  re- 
mained there  until  afternoon  of  the  20th.  At  2:30  P.M.  we  went  in  support  of 
2nd  Bn.  at  24.2 — 82.3.     Remained  there  until  morning  of  the  23rd. 

Oct.  23. — On  this  morning  1st  and  2nd  Platoons  went  into  combat  liaison 
between  Cos.  F  and  D.  We  filled  a  gap  and  was  under  light  machine  gun  fire 
and  remained  there  until  the  night  of  the  24th,  point  25.1 — 83.0.  The  rest  of 
the  company  remained  in  support.     Losses:     1  wounded. 

Oct.  24. — We  remained  in  support  of  1st  Bn.  along  line  of  dugouts  at  point 
24.2 — 82.2  and  remained  there  until  the  morning  of  29th  when  we  were  re- 
lieved by  Co.  A  315th  Inf.  and  the  regiment  assembled  at  24.5 — 77.0. 

Remarks — Corporal  Earl  P.  Burton  is  hereby  recommended  for  the  D.S.C. 
for  act  of  bravery,  Runner  from  platoon  to  Co.  Hqrs.,  thru  terrific  barrages. 

ARTIE  E.  BOLTON, 

1st  Lieut. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  Company  G,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8.— In  support  of  Co.  H,  115th  Inf.  Formation:  in  line  of  combat 
groups.  Advanced  in  combat  groups  supporting  Co.  H,  115th  Inf.  Location  at 
end  of  day  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  in  support  of  Co.  H. 
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Oct.  9. — On  this  day  2nd  platoon  split,  1st  half  kept  on  with  Co.  H,  other 
half  doing  patrol  duty.     Still  remaining  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE. 

Oct.  10. — Wjhile  in  support  of  Co.  H,  on  left  of  Bn.  sector,  two  privates 
were  wounded. 

Oct.  11. — We  advanced  in  support  of  3rd  Bn.  to  last  objective  reached.  Re- 
mained there  from  11:00  o'clock  that  morning  to  afternoon  of  the  12th. 

Oct.  12. — In  reserve  this  date  until  night  of  the  14th,  then  left  for  116th 
sector,  at  24.5 — 81.3. 

Oct.  15. — We  were  to  advance  700  yards  to  reach  the  objective  of  the  116th.' 
While  being  led  by  platoon  sergeant  we  met  with  heavy  machine  gun  fire  from 
front  and  rear.     We  advanced  to  the  railroad  and  was  met  with  heavy  machine 
gun  fire.     Reached  objective  and  established  line   for  the  night.     Losses:      1 
killed ;  3  wounded. 

Oct.  16. — In  the  morning  at  daybreak  we  repulsed  a  heavy  counterattack 
of  machine  guns.  At  5  P.M.  we  were  returned  back  to  our  own  sector  and  re- 
mained in  reserve  until  the  night  of  the  20th. 

Oct.  20. — We  went  in  support  of  Cos.  E  and  H,  and  remained  there  until 
the  morning  of  Oct.  23,  24.2 — 82.3. 

Oct.  23. — On  this  morning  we  held  combat  liaison  (25.1 — 83.0)  between 
Cos.  E  and  D.  We  were  relieved  by  Co.  I  on  the  night  of  the  24th,  came  back 
in  support  and  was  relieved  by  Co.  A,  316th  Inf.,  on  the  morning  of  the  29th. 
Losses  in  the  whole  drive:     Officers,  1  killed;  wounded  slightly,  8;  gassed  2. 

ARTIE  E.  BOLTON, 

1st  Lieut. 

##♦### 

Operations  Report,  3rd  Platoon,  Company  G,  115th   Infantry. 

Oct.  8. — In  support  of  Co.  H,  115th  Infantry.  Formation:  lines  of  combat 
groups.  Course  of  action:  Advanced  in  combat  groups,  supporting  Co.  H, 
115th  Infantry.  Location  at  end  of  day:  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  (24.6 
—80.7;. 

Oct.  '■). — Formed  skirmish  line  on  the  front  line  and  was  collateral  tucked  by 
the  enemy  3rd  Platoon  on  right.  Advanced  through  woods  about  ]<»()  yards  and 
established  a  line  for  the  day  and  night.  Was  under  little  machine  jrun  tire, 
also   artillery   fire.      Remained    in    BOIS    DE  CONSENVOYE, 

Oct.    10. — We   were   in   support    of  Co.    B.      Advanced    through    woods   in    line 
of  combat   groups   200  yards.      We   were   then    used    as  moppcrs   up   to  clean   out 
dUgOUtfl  at   MOLLKVILLK    FARM    waterworks,    under    ;in    officer.      After    per 
forming  this  mission   we  tried  to  gel   connection   with  Co.   B.     Stayed   there  that 
night  and  day. 

Oct.  11. —  Advanced  forward  in  line  of  combat  groups  until  we  reached  the 
'.',]•({   fin.     Was  in    front   line  on  the  left   of  our  Company.      We  established   8    line 

of  resistance  for  3rd  Bn.    Was  in  line;  that  nighl  and  day  and  under  heavy 
artillery  fire. 

Oct.  12. — Was  still  on  the  line  and  also  under  shell  fire  until  8  P.M.  We 
left  and  went  back  to  24.5 — 81.3.  We  were  in  reserve  of  the  8rd  Bn.  We  then 
formed  a  support  line  in  rear  of  2nd  I'latoon  of  Co.  G  on  extreme  right  and 
stayed  there  until  Oct.    14. 

Oct.  14. — At  night  we  left  there  and  hiked  over  to  IKith  sector  and  reached 
there  about   5:30   A.M.,   October   15th, 

Oct.  15. — We  established  a  front  line  and  in  the  center  of  Co.  G.  At  7  A.M. 
we  started  over  the  top  but  were  held  up,  on  aCCOIUli  of  machine  gun  fire  and 
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went  back  to  our  trench  and  at  7:30  A.M.  we  were  ordered  to  advance  in  line 
of  combat  groups. 

ARTIE  E.  BOLTON, 

1st  Lieut. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  4th  Platoon,  Company  G,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8.— In  support  of  Co.  H,  115th  Inf.  Formation:  lines  of  combat 
groups.  Course  of  action:  Advanced  in  combat  groups  supporting  Co.  H, 
115th  Inf.     Location  at  end  of  day:  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  24.6— 80.7^ 

Oct.  9.— One  Sergt.,  two  corporals,  13  privates  were  taken  from  our  platoon 
these  men  were  attached  to  a  platoon  of  M.  G.  Co.  to  act  as  seouts  for  same. 
The  rest  of  the  platoon  still  in  support  of  Co.  H,  till  they  reached  their  objec- 
tive.    We  dug  in  and  established  a  line  for  the  night. 

Oct.  10.— About  12:00  o'clock  noon  we  started  an  advance,  our  platoon  be- 
ing in  support  of  Co.  E',  left  of  Bn.  sector,  where  as  we  advanced  we  did  not 
make  our  objective,  as  we  met  with  strong  resistance  and  a  counterattack.  We 
then  joined  Co.  F,  and  established  a  line  in  front  of  the  deep  dugouts  on  the 
hill.     We  still  remained  in  the  woods  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE. 

Oct.  11.— In  support  of  3rd  Bn.  along  line  of  dugouts  at  24.2—82.2. 

Oct.  12.— We  then  dropped  back  to  reserve  of  3rd  Bn.  and  remained  there 
till  the  loth. 

Oct.  15.— A  detail  composed  of  1  officer,  2  corporals,  7  privates  were  called 
on  to  do  combat  liaison  work,  the  balance  of  the  platoon  was  called  to  rein- 
force the  116th.  We  accomplished  our  mission  by  keeping  in  perfect  liaison  at 
all  times  with  the  115th  and  116th.     They  reached  our  objective  25.6—83.0. 

Oct.  16.— We  reported  to  same  place  as  the  day  before  to  Reg.  Hqrs.,  and 
stayed  in  support  with  4th  Platoon  of  Hqrs.  keeping  in  touch  with  Reg.  Hqrs. 
at  all  times. 

Oct.  IS. — We  returned  and  joined  our  company  in  support  at  24.5 — 81.3. 
Remained  there  till  the  night  of  the  20th. 

Oct.  20.— We  went  to  the  deep  dugouts  in  support  of  Co.  E  and  H  and  re- 
mained there  until  Oct.  23rd  at  24.2 — 82.3. 

Oct.  23.— Our  platoon  was  called  on  to  do  combat  liaison  between  the  French 
and  the  2nd  Bn.  We  accomplished  our  mission  and  stayed  in  support  till  the 
26th. 

ARTIE  E.  BOLTON, 

1st  Lieut. 

****** 

HF.PORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  H,  115TB.  INFANTRY,  FROM  8  OCT. 

TO  29  OCT.  18. 

This  report  is  submitted  from  memory  ;is  Operations  Reports  submitted  to 
Hii.  Hqrs.  were  not  preserved.  Losses,  hours  and  details  in  some  instances, 
may  be  inaccurate. 

Oct.  8. — Strength  of  Company: 
First  Platoon— 1  Officer,  9  N.C.O 's.,  22  men. 
Second  Platoon— 1  Officer,  6  N.C.O  's.,  29  men. 
Third  Platoon— 1  Officer,  8  N.C.O  's.,  28  men. 
Fourth  Platoon— 1  Officer,  6  N.C.O 's.,  20  men. 

The  company  was  in  support  of  Co.  B,  115th  Inf.,  which  company  was  in 
the  front  line  of  the  assaulting  battalion.     The  formation  was  two  platoons  in 
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the  first  wave,   in  two   lines,   followed  by  two   supporting   platoons   in  combat 
groups.     Co.  E,  115th  Inf.,  was  on  our  right. 

Our  left  flank  was  open  following  instructions  to  connect  with  the  33rd  Div., 
at  the  normal  objective.  We  advanced  to  the  first  objective  which  was  taken 
by  Co.  B,  115th  Inf.,  and  organi2ed  and  advanced  in  two  waves  toward  the 
normal  objective.  The  first  and  third  platoons  in  the  first  wave  advanced  to 
the  normal  objective  changing  formation  into  one  thin  line  upon  reaching  the 
edge  of  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  In  this  formation  these  two  platoons 
advanced  through  the  woods  to  the  normal  objective,  taking  about  500  prison- 
ers, three  pieces,  two  anti-tanks  guns,  many  machine  guns  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  ammunition  without  suffering  a  casualty.  The  right  supporting  platoon 
changed  formation  into  combat  groups  and  operated  against  machine  gun 
nests  in  the  edge  of  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  capturing  about  100  prisoners, 
a  large  number  of  machine  guns  and  ammunition.  Casualties:  1  officer 
wounded,  2  killed  and  2  wounded.  The  left  supporting  platoon  advanced  along 
the  left  flank  capturing  a  number  of  prisoners  and  machine  guns.  One  cas- 
ualty. At  the  normal  objective  we  connected  with  the  33rd  Division  and  re- 
mained in  position  until  ordered  to  withdraw  in  support  of  the  3rd  Bn.,  115th 
Inf.,  which  did  not  exploit  the  normal  objective.  Total  casualties:  1  officer, 
6  men. 

Oct.  9. — Strength  of  Company: 
First  Platoon— 0  officers,  8  N.C.O's.,  20  men. 
Second  Platoon — 1   officer,   6  N.C.O's.,   18  men. 
Third  Platoon— 1  officer,  8  N.C.O's.,  27  men. 
Fourth  Platoon — 0  officers,  4  N.C.O's.,  22  men. 

Occupied   position  in  support   of  3rd   Bn,,    L15th   Inf.,  and  protected  their 
right  flank  which  was  open.     No  casualties. 
Oct.  10. — Strength  of  Company: 
First  Platoon— 0  officers,  8  N.C.O's.,  20  men. 
Second  Platoon — 3  officer,  0  N.C.O's.,  18  men. 
Third  Platoon-    l  officer,  8  N.C.O's.,  26  men. 
Fourth  Platoon— 0  officers,  4  N.C.O's.,  22  men. 

We  advanced  in  support  of  the  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  toward  final  objective,  in 

combat  groups.      When   3rd    Bn.   u;ih   held    Up  on   account    of  exposed    righl    flank. 

we   occupied    position    in   support    along   the   CONSENVOYE-MOLLEVTLLE 

ROAD.     No  casualties. 

Or i.  //.-.- Strength  of  Company: 

First   Platoon—  0  officers,  7   N.C.O's,  20  men. 
.Second    PlatOOB — I    officer,   5    N.C.O's.,    17   men. 

Third  Platoon — 1  officer,  8  N.C.O's.,  25  men. 

Fourth    Platoon —  0  officer,    I    N.C.O's.,   22  men. 

Proceeded  under  orders  to  execute  a  passage  of  lines  through  the  3rd  Bn., 
115th  Inf.,  Which  was  in  position  on  the  forward  slope  of  RICHENE  HILL. 
Orders    were   countermanded    and    we    remained    for   the    ttighl    in    the    front    line 

with  3rd  Bn.    No  casualties. 

Oct.  £#.— Strength  of  Company; 

First   Platoon-    0  officers,  7   N.C.O's,  20  men. 
Second   Platoon — 1   officer,  0   N.C.O's.,    17  men. 

Third  Platoon—  0  officers,  7  N.C.O's.,  25  men. 
Fourth   Platoon— 0  officers,   4    N.C.O's.,   22   men. 

Returned  to  support  position  connecting  with  left  of  116th  inf.  support  at 
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point  81.25 — 21.40.  Kemained  in  this  position  until  5:00  o'clock  16  October. 
Three  men  wounded  by  shrapnel. 

Oct.  16. — Strength  of  Company: 

First  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  18  men. 

Second  Platoon— 1  officer,  4  N.C.O 's.,  16  men. 

Third  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  25  men. 

Fourth  Platoon— 0  officers,  4  N.C.O  's,  22  men. 

Reported  to  CO.,  1st  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  with  orders  to  support  the  Bn.  Was 
ordered  to  take  position  on  front  line  and  fill  gap  between  Co.  G,  115th  Inf., 
and  Co.  A,  116th  Inf.,  in  the  BOIS  DE  MONTAGNE.  Occupied  positions 
along  final  objective.  Same  was  accomplished  under  difficulties  due  to  exposed 
right  flank,  heavy  artillery  fire,  absence  of  any  information  as  regards  location 
of  enemy  and  the  approaching  darkness.  Gap  was  finally  closed  during  the 
night.  Captured  two  prisoners  and  one  machine  gun  during  the  night.  One 
officer  shell-shocked. 

Oct.  17. — Strength  of  Company: 

First  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  18  men. 

Second  Platoon — 1  officer,  4  N.C.O 's.,  14  men. 

Third  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  25  men. 

Fourth  Platoon — 0  officers,  4  N.C.O 's.,  18  men. 

In  position  along  final  objective  along  the  BOIS  DE  MONTAGNE.  At  4:30 
o  'clock  two  battalions  of  the  enemy  attempted  to  break  thru  our  position  mak- 
ing an  organized  attack  with  machine  guns  and  potato  mashers.  Our  line  was 
organized  during  the  night  in  a  series  of  combat  groups,  dug  in.  This  attack 
was  successfully  repulsed  with  a  number  of  losses  to  the  enemy.  One  wounded 
prisoner  crawled  into  our  lines.  Most  of  the  fighting  was  within  from  25  to  50 
yards.  In  defending  this  position  Chauchat  rifles  and  V.B.  grenades  were  used 
to  great  advantage,  resulting  in  driving  out  two  harrassing  machine  gun  nests 
of  the  enemy.  Our  snipers  did  excellent  work  against  efforts  of  the  enemy  to 
filter  in,  into  a  line  about  50  yards  to  our  front.  Casualties:  2  killed,  6 
wounded.  Relieved  by  Co.  F,  116th  Inf.,  at  16:30  o'clock  and  returned  to  sup- 
port position  at  points  81.25 — 21.40. 

Oct.  18  and  19.— Strength  of  Company: 

First  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  18  men. 

Second  Platoon — 0  officers,  4  N.C.O 's.,  14  men. 

Third  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  23  men. 

Fourth  Platoon— 0  officers,  4  N.C.O 's.,  19  men. 

In  support  at  points  81.25 — 21.40.     No  casualties. 
Oct.  20. — Strength  of  Company: 
First  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  18  men. 
Second  Platoon— 1  officer,  3  N.C.O 's.,  14  men. 
Third  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  20  men. 
Fourth  Platoon— 0  officers,  3  N.C.O 's.,  15  men. 

Relieved  Co.  L,   115th  Inf.,   in   front   line   at   final  objective   in  the   BOIS 
D'ETRAYE.     Remained  until  Oct.  25th,     Casualties:     3  killed,  1  wounded. 
Oct.  25. — Strength  of  Company  : 
First  Platoon— 0  officers,  6  N.C.O 's.,  18  men. 
Second  Platoon— 1  officer,  2  N.C.O 's.,  17  men. 
Third  Platoon— 0  officers,   6  N.C.O 's.,  26  men. 
Fourth  Platoon — 0  officers,  4  N.C.O 's.,  14  men. 

In    position   on   final   objective   BOIS    D'ETRAYE,   two    platoons,  in   front 
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line,  two  in  support.  Relieved  by  Co.  L,  115th  Inf.,  at  15:00  o'clock.  Re- 
turned to  RICHENE  HILL,  in  support  of  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.  Remained  in 
this  position  until  Oct.  27th.  Casualties,  4  killed  by  shrapnel,  1  gassed  and  1 
sick. 

Oct.  #7— Strength  of  Company: 

First   Platoon— 0   officers,   6   N.C.O's.,   14   men. 

Second  Platoon— 0  officers,  2  N.C.O's.,  17  men. 

Third  Platoon— 0  officers,  2  N.C.O's.,  12  men. 

Fourth  Platoon— 0  officers,  4  N.C.O's.,  14  men. 

Reported  to  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  as  left  supporting  company  of  that  Bn. 
Two  platoons  located  in  the  BOIS  DE  MONTAGNE.  Two  platoons  on  RICH- 
IE XE  KILL.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  28. — Strength  of  Company. 

First   Platoon— 0  officers,   6   N.C.O's.,    14    men. 

Second  Platoon — 0  offkers,  2  N.C.O's.,  17  men. 

Third  Platoon— 0  officers,  i»  N.C.O's.,   12  men. 

Fourth  Platoon— 0  officers,  4  N.C.O's.,  14  nun. 

At  15:00  o'clock  ordered  to  occupy  support  position  in  BOIS  DE  MON- 
TAGNE by  reason  of  reported  counterattack.  Withdrew  to  position  of  dug- 
outs after  patrol  reported  ' '  Xo  action  by  the  enemy."  At  19:30  o'clock 
ordered  to  establish  connection  between  two  trout  line  companies  which  had 
become  disconnected.  This  was  completed  at  21:30  o'clock  and  we  were  re- 
lieved by  Co.  U,  316th  Inf.  Relief  completed  at  2:30  o'clock.  Proceeded  to 
COTE  DE8  ROCHES.     No  casualties. 

ROBERT  s.  LANDSTREET, 

1st    U.,  Co.   II,    115th    Inf. 

Operations  Report,   tat   Platoon,  Company  If.   116th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8. — At  the  zero  hour  went  over  the  top  in  line  of  combat  groups  on  the 
left  of  the  front  line  of  the  company.  Our  left  was  open  with  orders  to  con- 
nect with  the  XJ>r<\  Division  on  the  normal  objective.  We  advanced  in  combat 
groups  and  reformed  in   two   waves  after   reaching  the    1st    Bn 's  objective.      In 

this  formation  we  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  BOIS   DE  CONSENVOTE; 

reformed    into    thin    line    of    skirmishers    against    mnchine    gun    nests,    capturing 

runny  prisoners,  many  machine  gixns  and  two  ennnons.  Advanced  until  we 
reached  the  normal  objective,  reorganized  into  combal  groups  until  ordered  to 

withdraw   in   support   of  the  3rd    Bn.   which    took    up  our   position. 

Oct.  ff — Remained  in  position  in  support  of  the  3rd  Bn.  in  the  BOIS  DE 

CONSENVOYE. 

qci    z^.— Advanced  in  combal  groups  in  support  of  the  3rd  platoon  and  took 

Dp  position  along  the  CONSENVOYE  ROAD;  dug  in  in  combat  groups.  We 
were    subjected    to    a   severe    bombardment   without    a    casualty. 

Od.  II. — Ordered  to  advance  thru  3rd  Bn.  Proceeded  to  the  front  line  in 
combat  groups.  Upon  reaching  there  orders  were  countermnnded  and  ue  re- 
mained in  dugouts  on  the  front  line  over  night. 

Oct,  J2.— Returned  to  support  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE, 
connecting  up  with  Company   K  on  our  left   and   remained   there  until  Oct.    Kllh. 

Od.  76'. — In  support  of  the  2nd  Platoon  took  position  in  the  BOIS  DJ£ 
GRANDK  MONTAGNE.  We  dug  in  in  combat  groups  nnd  assisted  in  repell- 
ing an  attack  made  at  daybreak  on   the  following  day. 
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Oct.  17— Relieved  by  F  Co.,  116th.  Went  to  support  position  in  the  BOIS 
DE  CONSENVOYE  where  we  remained  until  October  20th. 

Oct.  £0.— Relieved  Co.  L  and  took  up  position  in  front  line  in  line  of  com- 
bat groups.     Remained  here  until  the  22nd. 

Oct.  ^.—Relieved  by  3rd  Platoon  and  returned  to  support  position  in  the 
BOIS   DE   CONSENVOYE.      Remained  here   until   the  24th. 

Oct.  £4.— Relieved  the  3rd  Platoon  in  the  front  line  and  took  up  position  in 
line  of  combat  groups.     Remained  here  until  the  following  day. 

Oct.  25—  Relieved  by  L  Co.  and  returned  to  support  position  in  the  BO  IS 
DE  CONSENVOYE.    Remained  here  until  the  27th. 

Oct.  27.— Took  up  position  in  support  of  116th  Inf.,  in  line  of  combat 
groups. 

Oct.  26.— In  position  in  support  of  116th.  During  the  night  took  up  posi- 
tion in  the  front  line  due  to  a  reported  counter  attack.  Relieved  by  Co.  M 
316th  Infantry. 

SGT.  CHARLES  C.  CERVIN. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  Company  H,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8.— Went  over  the  top  in  support  of  the  First  Platoon,  in  line  of  com- 
bat groups.  Advanced  in  this  formation  to  the  edge  of  the  BOIS  DE  CON- 
SENVOYE. Changed  formation  into  skirmishers  in  two  lines,  and  advanced 
to  our  normal  objective  connecting  up  with  the  33rd  Division  on  our  left  flank. 
We  captured  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  three  machine  guns.  Remained  in  this 
position  until  ordered  to  withdraw  in  support  of  the  3rd  Battalion. 

Oct.  9. — Remained  in  position  in  support  of  the  3rd  Bn.  until  the  10th. 

Oct.  10. — Advanced  in  support  of  the  3rd  Bn.  in  combat  groups.  Took  up 
position  along  the  MOLLEVILLE  ROAD,  dug  in  and  remained  there  until  or- 
dered to  withdraw. 

Oct.  11.— Ordered  to  advance  thru  the  3rd  Bn.  which  was  in  position  in  the 
front  line  on  RICH  EX  K  HILL.  Orders  were  countermanded  and  we  remained 
in  dugouts  in  support. 

Oct.  12.— Took  up  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  in  support  of 
the  3rd  Bn.  connecting  up  with  the  116th  Inf.  on  our  right,  and  remained  there 
until   the    767//. 

Oct.  16.— Took  up  position  in  Hie  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  in 
line  of  combat  groups,  supported  by  the  1st  Platoon.  Our  right  flank  was  ex- 
posed until  the  morning  of  the  17th  due  to  the  116th  Inf.  not  connecting  up. 

Oct.  17. — Remained  in  position  in  the  front  line  until  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Oct.  18.— Took  up  support  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  dug 
i'i  and  remained  there  until  the  20th. 

Oct.  20.— Relieved  Co.  L  and  took  up  position  in  the  front  line  connecting 
up  with  Co.  P  on  the  right,  formation  line  of  combat  groups  dug  in.  Remained 
there  until   the  J^nd. 

Oct.  22.— Relieved  by  the  4th  Platoon  and  leturned  to  support  position  in 
the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.      Remained   there   until  the  24th. 

Oct.  ^.—Relieved  the  Fourth  Platoon  in  the  front  line  and  took  up  posi- 
tion in  line  of  combat  groups.     Remained  there  until  the  following  day. 

Oct,  #£.— Relieved  by  Co.  L  at  lf):00  o'clock  and  took  up  position  on 
RICHENE  HILL  in  support  of  the  3rd  Bn.  Remained  in  this  position  until 
the  27th. 

Oct.  27.— In  position  on  RICHENE  HILL  in  support  of  the  3rd  Bn. 
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Oct.  28.— On  the  night  of  the  28th  it  was  reported  that  there  was  a  gap  in 
the  lines  and  the  Second  Platoon  acting  as  a  patrol,  located  the  gap  and  filled 
it  up  at  21:00  o'clock.  Returned  to  our  support  position  and  were  relieved. by 
Co.  M,  316th  Inf.     Proceeded  to  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

SGT.  WILLIAM  A.  DOYLE. 


Operations  Report,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  H,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8. — Went  over  the  top  in  line  of  combat  groups.  At  the  edge  of  the 
BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  we  were  held  by  machine  gun  fire.  Changed  formation 
into  skirmishers  in  two  waves.  The  right  supporting  platoon  took  care  of  the 
machine  gun  fire  and  we  advanced  to  our  objective.  We  captured  many  prison- 
ers and  machine  guns  and  several  field  pieces. 

Oct.  9. — Took  up  position  in  line  of  combat  groups  in  support  of  the  3rd 
Bn.  along  unimproved  road. 

Oct.  10.— Took  up  position  in  support  of  3rd  Bn.,  in  line  of  combat  groups, 
and  dug  in. 

Oct.  11. — Ordered  to  advance  thru  the  3rd  Bn.  Advanced  in  line  of  combat 
gjonis  to  BICHENE  HILL  to  execute  a  passage  of  lines.  Orders  were  can- 
ceiled  and  we  remained  in  dugouts  Sn  the  front  line  during  the  night. 

Oct.  12 — Returned  to  support  position  in  the  BOTS  DE  CONSENVOYE. 
Remained  there  until  tin-  16th. 

Oct.  in.— Took  up  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  along 
final  objective  in  support  of  the  1st  Bn.,  L16th  Inf.  Dug  in  in  line  of  combat 
groups  and  remained  all  night. 

Oct.    J7. — At    4:30    A.M.,    a    large    force    of    the    enemy    attempted    to    break 

through  our  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  We  were 
formed   in    line   of   combat  groups,   dug   in   and    repelled    the   enemy    with   Chau 

chat  and  the  v.l'>.  grenades.  One  wounded  man  crawled  into  our  lines  and 
was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  the  rear.  Relieved  by  c<>.  f  and  returned  i<> 
support   position  in  the  BOIS   DE  CONSENVOYE. 

Oct.   20. — Relieved    To.    L    and    took    up     position     in     front     line     of     comlcil 

groups.  Remained  in  this  position  until  the  i,in(t.  One  corpora]  and  four 
privates  AWOL,  no  casualties. 

Oct.  22. — Believed  1st  Platoon  in  front  line  and  took  up  position  in  line  of 
combat    groups   and    dug    in.      Remained    in    thifl    position    until    the  yJflh. 

Oct.  04.  Relieved  by  the  First  Platoon  and  returned  to  support  position  in 
the  BOIS   DE  CONSENVOYE. 

Oct,  2.',.. — Believed  by  Co.  L,  al  15:00  o'clock  and  returned  to  support  of 
:.rd  Bn.,  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  Remained  in  this  position  until 
the  07th. 

Oct.   07/     In    position    in   support     of    Co.    L     in     the     BOIS    DE    GRANDE 

MONTAGNE.     Formation:   line  of  combat  groups*     Dug  in.     Remained   here 

for  two  days. 

on.  08s— -In  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  &BANDE  MONTAGNE,  line  of  com 

bat   groups.      Patrol  of    1 L'  men    from   this  plntoon   went   out    at     L9:30  0  "clock   be 

t    een  two  front   line  companies.    This  was  completed  by  2:30  and  no  casual 

ties.      Relieved    by    1st    Platoon    of  Co.    M,   816th    Inf.,   and,   proceeded    with    com 

pnny  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

SEBGT.  CHAS.  P.  BABDBOPF. 
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Operations  Report,  4th  Platoon,  Company  H,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — At  the  zero  hour  went  over  the  top  in  support  of  the  3rd  Platoon, 
in  line  of  combat  groups.  Held  this  formation  until  we  reached  the  edge  of  the 
BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  when  we  changed  formation  into  skirmishers  in 
two  lines.  Lt.  Regan  and  one  sergeant  with  a  team  of  automatic  riflemen  and 
a  squad  of  hand  bombers  flanked  a  machine  gun  nest  which  was  holding  up 
our  advance,  and  after  some  resistance  finally  captured  it.  We  then  advanced 
to  our  normal  objective. 

Oct.  9 — Took  up  position  in  support  of  3rd  Platoon,  which  was  in  the  front 
line  protecting  the  3rd  Bn's  exposed  right  flank.  Formation  line  of  combat 
groups. 

Oct.  10 — Advanced  in  line  of  combat  groups  in  support  of  the  2nd  Platoon 
until  the  final  objective  was  reached  by  the  3rd  Bn.  and  then  dug  in. 

Oct.  11 — Advanced  in  line  of  combat  groups  toward  the  front  line  in  sup- 
port of  the  2nd  Platoon.    Remained  in  dugouts  over  night. 

Oct.  12— Returned  to  support  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE. 
Took  care  of  guard  at  Bn.  Hqrs.,  at  the  crossroads.  Had  on  post  6  men  and 
one  auto  rifle.     Remained  here  until  the  16th. 

Oct.  16— Took  up  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  in  sup- 
port of  the  3rd  Platoon.     Formation  line  of  combat  groups. 

Oct.  17— In  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  line  of  com- 
bat groups.  At  4:30  A.M.  two  battalions  of  the  enemy  attempted  to  come 
through  our  lines  but  were  repulsed.  Platoon  did  not  take  any  part  in-  this 
as  we  were  in  support  and  were  not  called  on. 

Oct.  IS — Took  up  position  in  the  front  line  in  support  of  the  2nd  platoon, 
lino  of  combat  groups.     Remained  in  this  position  until  the  20th. 

Oct.  20 — Relieved  2nd  Platoon  and  took  up  position  in  the  front  line  in  line 
of  combat  groups.  Returned  to  dugouts  in  support  of  2nd  Platoon  and  re- 
mained there  until  25th. 

Oct.  25 — Remained  in  support  position  in  dugouts  on  RICHENE  HILL 
until   Oct,  28th.     Three  men  returned  from  hospital. 

Oct.  28 — Moved  from  RICHENE  HILL  to  position  in  support  of  the  1st 
Platoon  in  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  Relieved  by  4th  Platoon  of 
Co.  M,  316th  Inf. 

SGT.  ELMER  H.  MARTIN. 


Report  of  Operations  of  3rd  Battalion,  115th  Infantry. 

This  battalion  left  LONGBTTT  at  18  o'clock  Oct.  7,  1918,  and  marched  to 
REGNEVTLLE,  halting  on  the  East  bank  of  the  MEUSE  at  3  o  'clock  on  the 
8th  Oct.  18.  At  5  o'clock  we  crossed  the  river  on  the  pontoon  bridge  erected 
by  the  French  during  the  night,  and  the  canal,  upon  a  temporary  bridge,  en- 
tering the  village  of  SAMOGXKl  X.  At  that  point  we  encountered  heavy 
shelling,  but  we  wore  able  to  gain  the  shelters  of  the  canal  banks  without  con- 
fusion. We  remained  in  the  canal  until  the  2nd  Battalion,  115th  rnfantry, 
that  is  the  support  battalion,  had  advanced  a  thousand  meters  from  the  take- 
off in  our  point  when  we  began  our  advance.  We  reached  the  intermediate 
objective  at  10  o'clock.     Our  men  were  placed  in  the  captured  enemy  trenches. 

Our  orders  were  to  leave  the  intermediate  objective  when  the  second  or 
support  battalion  had  taken  the  normal  objective,  and  to  advance  from  the 
normal   objective   at   12:30.     No   word   whatsoever   from   the   second   battalion. 
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Accordingly  at  12:30  I  decided  to  advance  to  the  normal  objective.  We  gained 
it  with  very  slight  difficulties.  It  was  impossible  to  locate  the  2nd  Battalion 
at  first,  but  we  subsequently  learned  that  they  were  on  our  right  and  not  up 
to  the  line  of  the  normal  objective.     During  the  advance  we  took  prisoners. 

After  reforming  at  the  north  edge  of  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  we 
started  to  advance  towards  the  objective  of  exploitation,  when  an  order  came 
from  the  Kegimental  Commander  not  to  advance  more  than  200  meters  beyond 
the  normal  objective.  A  few  minutes  later  an  order  from  the  same  authority 
was  received  not  to  advance  beyond  the  normal  objective.  Before  the  Battalion 
could  be  withdrawn  to  this  objective  a  heavy  shelling  caught  us,  wounding  or 
kitting  practically  all  the  men  in  an  entire  Platoon  of  Company  L.  I  believe 
this  was  our  own  protective  barrage.  We  placed  M  and  L  Companies  in  the 
line,  with  K  and  I  in  support,  dug-in  and  rested  for  the  night.  Our  lines  ex- 
tended from  points  23.9—80.5  along  the  edge  of  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE 
to  point  24.2 — 80.9  where  our  right  flank  was  refused  to  connect  with  the  second 
battalion's   left.     Casualties  for  the  day,   2   officers,  64  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  I  sent  one  platoon  from  I  Company  to  help  the 
2nd  Battalion  on  its  right  flank.  At  17  o'clock  we  formed  for  an  advance  un- 
der orders  which  were  subsequently  countermanded.  We  held  our  position 
through  the  night.     Casualties  for  the  day,  28  men. 

At  5  o'clock  the  10th  Oct.  we  again  began  an  advance  North  between  grids 
24  and  24.5  with  the  first  battalion  on  our  right.  Our  left  was  able  to  advance 
more  rapidly  than  our  right,  the  first  battalion  on  our  right  also  being  delayed 
by  machine  gun  fire  from  the  front.  Being  unable  to  advance  without  undue 
casualties,  I  withdrew  my  advanced  platoons  and  asked,  through  the  artillery 
liaison  officer,  for  a  fire  upon  the  point  and  edge  of  woods  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE 
from  points  23.8  and  81.5  to  24.3  and  81.4,  which  was  infested  with  enemy  ma- 
chine guns.  That  fire  was  prompt  and  effective,  the  most  effective  artillery 
fire  I  have  seen.  It  lasted  from  13:00  to  13:20.  We  then  reformed  and 
marched  without  difficulty  through  the  woods.  At  this  stage  of  the  advance 
alone  we  captured  300  prisoners  including  2  officers,  also  2  field  pieces  and 
numerous  machine  guns.  Battalion  Headquarters  alone  took  20  prisoners. 
The  enemy  was  demoralized  by  the  artillery  fire  and  for  the  most  part  was 
found  in  his  dugouts. 

We  continued  our  advance  until  I  halted  by  an  order  not  to  go  beyond  the 
RAVINE  DU  PLAT  CHENE.  The  woods  was  very  thick.  We  were  then  on 
the  high  ground  of  a  continuation  of  that  ravine.  As  the  situation  was  a 
favorable  one  with  a  row  of  dugouts  for  shelter,  I  determined  to  halt  there  and 
take  a  defensive  position.  We  established  a  line  of  observation  on  this  high 
ground  over  the  tramway  from  the  points  24.0  and  81.9  to  the  points  where  the 
unimproved  road  crosses  the  tramway  at  point  24.7—82.1  where  a  refused  'flank 
was  formed  by  a  connection  with  I)  Company  of  the  first  Battalion  extending 
south  along  that  road.  L  and  M  Companies  were  placed  on  the  line  with  I 
and  K  in  support.  The  enemy  shelled  us  heavily  that  night.  We  held  this 
position  until  the  morning  of  the  l&th,  Casualties  on  the  loth:  6  officers  and 
40  men.  On  the  morning  of  the  loth  a  new  advance  was  ordered.  Our  left 
could  go  forward.  The  order,  however,  made  the  guide  right,  and  in  addition, 
if  we  had  allowed  our  Battalion  to  advance  beyond  the  element  on  our  right, 
we  would  have  been  shot  to  pieces  from  the  flank  by  enemy  fire  from  point 
25.1 — 82.4  East.  Towards  the  evening  the  33rd  Division  on  our  left  withdrew 
to  its  position.  We  accordingly  withdrew  our  left  to  its  original  position. 
The  net  result  of  the  day's  work  was  that  the  element   on  our  right  came  up 
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practically  as  a  prolongation  of  our  front.     Casualties  for  the  day:   2  officers 
and  46  men. 

On  the  16th  the  elements  on  our  right  were  reinforced,  the  first  Battalion 
passed  through  us  and  advanced  with  them,  we  passing  into  support. 

On  the  18th  of  Oct.  we  relieved  the  first  Battalion  in  the  front  line  and  was 
relieved  on  the  20th  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  passing  into  reserve. 

On  the  24th  of  October  we  relieved  the  troops  in  the  front.  On  the  27th 
we  extended  our  lines  to  the  right,  relieving  the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  116th. 
Our  lines  now  extended  from  point  25.0 — 82.7   to  25.7 82.7  to  25.8 82  3. 

On  the  25th  of  October  we  were  relieved  by  units  of  the  79th  Division  and 
!  assed  to  the  rear  area. 

My  Adjutant,  Liaison  Officer,  Intelligence  Officer,  Scout  Officer,  Gas  Of- 
ficer and  all  the  Battalion  commissioned  staff  were  either  wounded  or  col- 
lapsed, as  well  as  two  newly  appointed  sergeant-majors.  Casualty  figures  mav 
oof   be  correct,  as  records  under  the  circumstances  would  not  be  well  kept. 

Total  casualties:     11  officers  and  289  men. 

A.  W.   W.    WOODCOCK, 

Major,  115th  Infantry. 
****** 

OPERATIONS  EEPOBT  OF  COMPANY  I,  115TH  INFANTRY. 

Operations  East  of  the  MEUSE  October  8th  to  29th. 
Strength:      163  enlisted  men;   3  officers. 

I  Company  advanced  along  CANAL  DU  NOBD  in  support  of  Company  L. 
Formation:     Line  of  combat   groups;   all  four  platoons  in  line.     116th  In- 
fantry on  our  right  and  the  33rd  Division  on  our  left.     Headquarters  Platoon 

;t, ached  to  1st  Platoon;   a  shell  fell   in  the  front   of  it   wounding   12  and  kil- 
ling 3. 

Normal  objective'  about  4  P.M.  Company  dug-in  for  the  night.  Wounded 
14 j  killed  4.    Lt.  Phelps  was  injured;  Lt.  Selby  is  commanding. 

Oct.  0-  Spent  the  day  improving  our  position.  Strength:  143  E.M.  2  of- 
ficers.    No  casualties. 

Oct.  10— Strength:  L45  E.M.,  L>  officers.  Continued  the  advance  in  support 
of  Co.  M,  line  of  combal  -roups.  We  advanced  about  1000  meters,  and  took 
up  position  on  RICHENE  HILL.  10  wounded:  1  killed.  Lt.  Selby  wounded 
in  neck.     Lt.  Kinncar  in  command.     Captured  10  prisoners. 

Oct.  11— Lt.  Paterson  was  sent  to  Co.  I.  Strength:  145  E.M.,  2  officers. 
Co.  I  relieved  Co.  K  on  line  of  observation  along  railroad  track  on  RICHENE 
HILL.  Shell  fire  heavy-  2  wounded.  Remained  in  position  until  Oct.  IS.  On 
the  tS'th  '2  men  killed,  1  wounded.  1  gassed.  Lt.  Kinnear  assigned  as  instructor 
to  Army  Candidate  School. 

Oct.  15— Strength:  135  E.M.,  2  officers.  On  the  loth  Co.  I  advanced  as 
the  assaulting  company.  Advance  was  in  line  of  combat  groups.  Advance  was 
slow,  and  after  advancing  300  meters,  Co.  1  had  to  fall  back  on  previous  posi- 
tion because  the  unit  on  the  right  was  unable  to  advance.  Artillery  was  very 
heavy.     3  severely  wounded;   2  wounded  slightly. 

Oct.  16— Strength:  130  men,  2  officers.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th,  we 
were  relieved  by  Co.  A,  of  the  1st  Battalion,  and  proceeded  to  our  reserve  posi- 
tion. On  arriving  at  our  position  I  was  put  in  command  of  Co.  I  by  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  3rd  Battalion.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  17— Company  I  remained  in  reserve  position.     No  casualties. 
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Oct.  18— Company  I  relieved  Co.  K,  1st  Battalion,  which  was  holding  the 
front  line.  This  line  was  about  400  meters  north  of  front  24.4 — 82.8.  No 
casualties.     Strength:     130  men,  2  officers. 

Oct.  19— Remained  in  position  all  day.  Heavy  artillery  fire.  No  casualties. 
Strength,  130  men,  2  officers. 

Oct.  20— Strength:  130  men,  2  officers.  On  the  night  of  Oct.  20th  Co.  I 
was  relieved  by  Co.  F,  2nd  Battalion.  I  Company  moved  back  to  the  reserve 
position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  21— Strength:  130  men,  2  officers.  Remained  in  reserve  position  two 
.lays.     Two  men  gassed,  2  men  wounded  by  shell  fire. 

Oct.  $8  Strength:  126  men,  2  officers.  On  the  evening  of  the  23rd  Co.  I 
as  ordered,  per  order  Commanding  Officer,  1  L5th  «Inf.,  to  establish  a  signal 
ation  on  RICHENE  HILL.  Company  moved  out  and  took  up  position  to  re- 
lay pyrotechnic  signals  from  the  from    line.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  24 — Strength:  L26  men,  2  officers.  Co.  I  took  position  in  support  of 
1st  Bn.  That  nighl  Co.  I  relieved  Companies  D  and  G,  and  one  platoon  of  Co. 
J.  on  front  line.  The  position  extending  approximately  400  meters  East  of 
point  25.  82.8.  One  man  accidently  wounded  by  a  machine  gunner  of  Co.  D, 
1  12th  M.G.  Bn. 

On.  05-26 — Strength:  125  men,  1  officer.  Remained  in  position  two  days. 
No   casualties. 

Or/.  27 — Strength:      125  men,   1   officer.     Co.   I   extended   line  to  the  righl 

nit  50  yards.     No  casuall 

Oct.  28 — Strength:  125  men,  1  officer.  During  the  aighl  we  were  relieved 
by  Co.   !'.  :;ioili   Inf.     W'e  needed  to    Hi-'    COTE    DES    RGCE  l 

man  killed.     I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  Co.  I  al  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 
(  ould  not  find  »!>»•  strength  <>r  the  company  a    manj   men  had  been  on  d« 

tail.     On  the  evening  of  Oct.    /  th      ■■  moved  to   VEKDUN. 

Oct  29— Moved  to  MOULIN    BBULE   BABBACK8. 

Or/.  $0— Moved  by  truck  to  CONVONG1 

This  report  collected  from  the  N'.C.O'a  of  tin-  Company.     (Sei  p.  198). 

haim.'Y  w.   BALDWIN, 

2nd   Lieut.,   L15th   Enf., 

Commanding    ('<>.    1. 

Operations  Report,   1st   Platoont  Co.  f,   116th  Infantry, 

Oct.  6     Strength  of  platoon,  7  N.C.O's  ami  :;i  men.     We  advanced  In  cnn. 
bat  groups;    116th    Inf.  on   (.in-  righl    and   2nd    Platoon,   Co.    C,  on   oui   left. 
Normal  objective  gained  about    I   P.M.     L2  wounded,  3  killed, 

Ocf.  o     Time  spenl  in  improving  positions. 

Or/.  io    Continued  to  advance  in  line  of  combal  groups,  in  support  of  Co. 

M.       WJ't.     fire     very    heavy.       Captured     1~     fuisonos ;     advanced     about      10(H) 

'meters.    Took  up  posit  ions  on  RICHENE  BILL,  Casualties  i  slightly  wounded. 

Oct.  //--First  platoon  of  Co.  I  relieved  first  platoon  of  Co.  K  on  liim  of 
observation  on  RICHENE  BILL.  Remained  ""  this  position  until  Oct,  I.I, 
1918,  then   went   into  support  of  .''nl    Platoon.      Remained    in    this   position   Ocl. 

/.;.  1918. 

Oct.   IB — On   this   Hay   we   advanced.      Our   company    being    assaulting   cnin 

panv,    my   platoon    advanced    in    combat    groups.      Our   advance    was    slow.      We 

advanced  about    300  meters,  then   fell  back   to  our   previous  position  on   act ni 

of  the  elements  on  our  right  not  being  able  to  advance.      No  casualties. 
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Oct.  16— On  this  date  we  were  relieved  by  the  first  platoon,  Co.  A,  1st  Bn. 
and  moved  back  with  our  Company  in  reserve.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  17 — We  remained  in  reserve  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  18 — On  this  date  relieved  1st  Platoon,  Co.  A,  who  was  holding  front 
line  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  19 — Remained  in  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  20 — On  this  evening  we  were  relieved  by  1st  platoon,  F  Co.  2nd  Bn., 
then  proceeded  to  reserve  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  21-22 — Remained  in  this  position.     Casualties:      1  gassed. 

Oct.  23— We  proceeded  to  RICHENE  HILL,  remained  there  during  the  day. 

Oct.  24 — The  evening  of  this  date  we  relieved  1st  and  2nd  platoons,  E  Co.  on 
front  line.     Casualties:     1  bounded. 

Oct.  25 — Remained  in  this  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  27 — We  extended  our  line  to  the  right  50  yards.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  28 — During  the  night  of  this  date  we  were  relieved  by  Co.  K,  316th 
Inf.,  then  proceeded  with  our  Company  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES.  No  casual- 
ties. 

SGT.   R.    E.   TRAVERS, 

Co.  I,  115th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  I,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8— Strength  of  Company— 6  N.C.O's,   35   men. 

Position:  We  started  our  advance  in  line  of  combat  groups,  the  first  pla- 
toon being  on  my  right  and  the  third  platoon  on  my  left.  We  held  this  posi- 
tion until  our  objective  was  reached  at  about  4  P.M.  We  then  dug-in  with 
the  company  for  the  night.     Losses:     2  wounded  slightly. 

Remarks — No  machine  guns  encountered  but  were  under  heavy  artillery  fire 
during  the  whole  day's  operation. 

Oct.   9 — Time   spent   in   digging-in   and   improving  postion   in   general. 

Oct.  10 — Started  to  advance  at  about  8  A.M.  We  advanced  in  line  of  com- 
bat groups,  my  platoon  being  in  support  of  Second  Platoon  of  Co.  M,  with 
Co.  F  of  Second  Bn.  on  my  right. 

Remarks:  Very  intense  machine  gun  fire  was  encountered  at  beginning  of 
attack.  We  advanced  about  1000  meters  and  dug-in  for  the  night,  position 
being  back  of  line  of  dugouts  on  RICHENE  HILL.  Throughout  night  we 
were  under  severe  artillery  fire.     Killed  1,  wounded  4. 

Oct.  11 — My  platoon  relieved  the  2nd  Platoon  of  Co.  K  on  line  of  observa- 
tion along  railroad  track  on  RICHENE  HILL. 

Oct.  12 — My  platoon  was  in  support  of  fourth  platoon  of  Co.  I,  who  held 
line  of  observation. 

Oct.  13 — Held  line  of  observation.  Artillery  fire  intense,  especially  early 
ii«  morning  and  at  dusk.     Killed  1,  wounded  1. 

Oct.  14 — In  support  of  fourth  platoon  who  held  line  of  observation. 

Oct.  15 — On  morning  of  this  date  we  started  to  advance.  Our  company  be 
ing  assaulting  company,  we  formed  in  line  of  combat  groups,  the  first  platoon 
being  on  my  right  and  the  third  platoon  on  left.  Fog  very  dense,  making  it 
difficult  to  keep  connections  with  different  groups.  Our  advance  was  held  up 
by  the  element  on  our  right.  At  about  4:30  P.M.  we  withdrew  to  our  old  posi- 
tion.    Wounded  1. 

Oct.  16. — Platoon  with  company  was  relieved  by  Co.  A  of  the  1st  Bn.  on 
the  morning  of  this  date.     We  then  moved  back  to  our  reserve  position. 
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Oct.  17 — Remained  in  our  reserve  position. 

Oct.  18 — My  platoon  relieved  a  platoon  of  A  Co.  of  1st  Bn.  and  took  up 
position  on  front  line. 

Oct.  19 — Remained  in  position. 

Oct.  20 — Platoon  was  relieved  in  the  evening  by  a  platoon  of  F  Co.  of 
the  2nd  Bn.  and  proceeded  with  company  to  reserve  position. 

Oct.  21-22 — During  both   days  we  remained  in  position 

Oct.  23 — Platoon  with  company  proceeded  to  line  of  dugouts  on  RICHENE 
HILL. 

Oct.  24 — In  the  morning  platoon  with  company  went  in  support  of  First 
Br.  In  evening  my  platoon  relieved  nearly  the  entire  of  E  Co.  of  the  2nd  Bn. 
on  the  front  line. 

Oct.  25-26-27-28— On  Oct.  25th  the  second  platoon  was  equally  divided  be- 
tween the  first,  third  and  fourth  platoons,  and  I  was  Acting  First  Sergeant. 
Their  operations  for  the  remaining  days  of  the  campaign  will  be  found  in  the 
records  of  the  above  mentioned  platoons. 

JOSEPH  B.  RAWSON, 

Sgt.,  Co.  I,   115th  Inf. 
****** 

Eeport  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  I,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — We  crossed  the  CANAL  DU  NORD  in  the  morning  with  30  privates 
and  eight  N.C.O's,  and  formed  into  combat  groups,  the  third  platoon  as  thr 
center  of  our  company.  We  then  advanced  to  our  normal  objective  which  was 
reached  about  4  P.M.  My  platoon  took  up  a  support  position,  and  dug-in  for 
the  night.     There?   were  no  casualties. 

Oct.  9 — The  day  was  spent  in  improving  position  under  slight  artillery  fire. 
No  casualties. 

Oct.  10 — We  started  our  advance  at  8  A.M.  We  were  in  a  line  of  combat 
groups.  My  platoon  in  support  of  the  third  platoon  of  M  Co.  While  advanc- 
ing my  platoon  was  ordered  to  the  left  of  (Jo.  M  in  assaulting  position.  After 
ad\ancing  1000  meters  took  a  position  near  a  line  of  dugouts  on  RICHENE 
HILL.  Remained  in  position  under  heavy  artillery  fire.  Casualties  two  seri- 
ously wounded,  three  slightly  wounded. 

Oct.  11 — My  platoon  was  placed  in  support  of  first  platoon  who  took  up  a 
position  in  the  front  line.     Casualties  one  slightly  wounded  by  shell  fire. 

Oct.  12 — Remained  in  same  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  13 — Relieved   first  platoon   in   front   line.     No  Casualties. 

Oct.   14 — Renin ined    in   same   position.      No   casualties. 

Oct.  15 — We  advanced  in  line  of  combat  groups,  our  company  assaulting 
company  my  platoon  in  center.     Our  advance  was  slow  on  account  of  the  cle 
ments  on   our  right   could   not   advance.      We   went    abOUl    300   meters  Hint    day, 
but  withdrew  to   our  old    position     for  the    night.      Casualties,    one    slightly 
wounded. 

Oct.  16 — We  were  relieved  by  1st  Bn.  and  moved  to  S  reserve  position. 
Casualties,    none. 

Oct.  17 — We  remained   in  the  reserve  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  18 — We  relieved  1st  Bn.     My  platoon  took  up  position   in   front   Line. 

Oct.    19 — Remained   in   position.      No   casualties. 

Oct.  20 — Relieved  by  2nd  Bn.  and  returned  to  reserve  position.  Casualties: 
one  slightly  wounded  by  shell  fire. 

Oct.  21 — Remained  in  reserve.     No  casualties. 
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Oct.  22 — Remained  in  reserve.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  £3— Returned  to  RICHENE  HILL,  and  went  into  dugouts.  No 
casualties. 

Oct.  24— We  were  ordered  to  the  front  line,  relieving  1st  Bn.  My  platoon 
took  over  100  meters  of  the  front  line.     Casualties,  none. 

Oct.  25 — Remained  in  same  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  26 — Remained  in  same  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  27— My  position  was  lengthened  to  200  meters  on  account  of  116th 
Inf.  being  relieved.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  28-29— On  the  night  of  the  28th  and  morning  of  the  29th  we  were  re- 
lieved by  another  division.     Casualties:      1   killed  by  machine  gun. 

SGT.  GEORGE  W.  CALDWELL. 


Operations  Report,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  I,  11.5th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8— We  crossed  CANAL  DU  NORD  in  the  morning.  With  Company  in 
column  squads  we  took  up  the  advance,  the  whole  company  on  line,  in  line  of 
combat  groups.  The  whole  company  in  support  of  L  Co.,  4th  Platoon  on  left 
of  3rd  Platoon,  33rd  Division  on  the  left  of  4th  Platoon.  We  advanced  about 
3  kilos,  to  woods;  arrived  there  about  4  o'clock  and  dug-in  for  the  night.  No 
casualties.     Strength   of  platoon:      7   N.C.O's,   30  men. 

Oct.  9 — Remained  in  same  position  and  improved  our  position.  No  casual- 
ties. 

Oct.  10 — The  morning  of  this  date  we  started  our  advance,  whole  company 
in  liie  of  combat  groups,  Die  1th  platoon  in  support  of  4th  platoon,  Co.  L. 
Casualties  being  heavy  in  the  assaulting  platoon,  the  4th  platoon  was  ordered 
on  the  line.  We  continued  our  advance  encountering  heavy  .\LG.  fire.  Casual- 
ties: 1  killed,  4  wounded.  After  advancing  about  1000  meters  from  starting 
point  we  arrived  at  line  of  dugouts  RICHENE  HILL,  and  took  up  position 
about  50  yards  in  rem-  of  dugouts. 

Oct.  11 — The  4th  platoon  remained  in  support  of  2nd  Platoon  which  was 
on  the  line.     Casualties:    1    wounded. 

Oct.  12 — The  4th  platoon    line   in    front  of  dugouts.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  13 — In  support  of  2nd  platoon.     Wounded  1. 

Oct.  14 — The  4th   platoon  on   line.      No  casualties. 

Oct.  15 — We  advanced,  the  company  being  the  assaulting  company,  in  line 
of  combat  groups.  The  4th  platoon  on  left  of  the  Company.  We  advanced 
about  300  yards  and  owing  to  the  elements  on  our  right  we  had  to  fall  back 
to  our  former   position   of   RICHENE  HILL.     Casualties:      2   wounded. 

Oct.  16— We  were  relieved  by  Co.  A,  1st  Bn.  Proceeded  to  our  reserve 
position  with  company. 

Oct.   17 — The  4th  platoon  remained  in  reserve  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  18— Relieved  by  4th  platoon  of  Co.  A,  1st  Bn.  No  casualties.  4th 
extreme  right  of  Co.  I  sector. 

Oct.  19 — Remained   in  position,  and   improved  our  line.     No   casualties. 

Oct.  20 — Relieved  by  F  Co.  We  proceeded  with  company  to  our  reserve 
position. 

Oct.  21 — Remained  in   reserve  position.     No  casualties. 
Oct.  22 — Remained  in  same' position.     Wounded:      1. 
Oct.  23 — Remained  in  same  position.     Wounded:     1. 
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Oct.  ^—Proceeded  to  RICHENE  HILL  and  established  a  signal  station. 
No   casualties.. 

Oct.  24— The  4th  Platoon  was  in  reserve  of  1st  Bn.  and  this  evening  we 
relieved  Co.  D.     My  platoon  occupied  about  75  yards.     Co.  I  extreme  right. 

Oct.  25 — Fourth  platoon  remained  in  same  position,  improving  line.  No 
casualties. 

Oct,  26 — We  remained  in  same  position. 

Oct.  27 — Remained  in  same  position. 

Oct.  &9— Fourth  platoon  took  about  75  yards  more  of  line  from  the  116th 
Sector.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  29 — Still  in  front  line.  The  Division  was  relieved.  Casualties:  1 
killed,  3  missing. 


OPERATIONS  REPORT  OF  CO.  K,  115TE  INFANTRY. 

Oct.  8 — Strength  of  company— Officers  4;  E.M.,  171. 

The  company  was  ordered  to  act  as  combal  liaison  group.  One  half  com- 
pany  on  each  flank.  They  were  to  ac1  as  such  until  normal  objective  had  been 
taken  when  they  were  to  consolidate  and  form  the  left  support  company  fol- 
lowing Company  L.  Dug-in  for  the  nighl  with  our  loft  about  23.8—80.3. 
(  asualties:     Killed  1  E.M.  wounded  slightly;  1  officer,  \  E.M.,  missing,  1  E.M. 

()rt.  9— Remained   in  position.     Casualties:     2   B.M.   slightly  wounded. 

Oct.  10 — Strength  of  Co.:  3  officers,  L63  E.M.  Assaulting  company  on 
left  flank.  Ordered  to  cross  open  field  along  grid  24.  Pound  this  Impossible 
and  wore  withdrawn.  Worked  around  edge  of  CONSENVOYE  woods  to 
RICHENE  HILL  which  we  finally  look.  Beached  poinl  24—81.7  and  dug-in 
according  to  orders. 

Casualties;     Killed  5  E.M.;  wounded   i:>  K.M.:  missing  1    E.M. 

Captured  approximately  200  prisoners,  L5  M.G's  and  greal  quantities  of 
supplies  and  ammunition. 

Oct.  11 — Lt.  Butler  who  bad  been  Ln  command  of  company  was  scut  to  M 
Co.  by  Bn.  CO.    Lt.  Patterson  was  sent  to  I  Co,  bj  same  authority. 

Strength  of  company — 1  officer,  oo  v..\\. 

Due    to   sonic    of  our   men    having    beer    scut    to    the    rear    with    prisoners    an-l 

others  having  been  lost  in  woods  the  company  was  growing  very  small.  Was 
ordered  to  form  liaison  group  on  lei't  flank  of  2nd  Bn.,  having  been  relieved  of 
front  line  by  Co.  L,  we  formed  Cor  advance.  The  2nd  Bn.  did  not  advance 
this  date.    We  were  ordered  into  aupporl  position  with  our  left  a1   point  24 — 

81.6.      No  casualties. 

Oct,   IB     Remained  in  supporl  position  until  Oct.  IS,  1 9 IS.     \o  casualties. 
Oct.  U — Strength  of  Company:     l  officer,  90  E.M. 

Formed   as   left   support   company   of  assaulting   haltnlion.      Did  not  advance, 
more   than    100  yards   due    to    the    110th    on    our    right    failing    to    advance.       l,'e 
turned  at  nightfall   to  our   former   position.      Were   under  heavy  artillerv   fin    all 

day.    Casualties:     Wounded  severely  B.M.  8,  passed  (>,  missing  I. 
Oct.  Jfi— Strength  of  Company:     l  officer,  75  k.m. 

Acted  as  combnt  liaison  on  left  flank  in  attack  of  1st  Bn.  on  this  date. 
After  being  relieved,  returned  to  our  former  position  us  reserve  compnny  of 
support    battalion.      No   casualties. 

Oct.    //-Remained    in    position    until    Oct.    19,    1918, 

Oct.  70- -Strength  of  company:     1  officer,  75  E.M. 
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Relieved  Co.  D  on  front  line  which  we  held  without  incident  until  Oct.  21, 
1918.     Casualties:     Gassed  1  E.M.,  sick  2  E.M. 

Oct.  21 — Were  relieved  by  Co.  E  and  went  into  reserve  position  in  CON- 
SENVOYE  WOODS  until  Oct.  24,  1918.    Casualties:     Gassed  1  E.M. 
Oct.  24— Strength  of  company:     1  officer,  8  E.M. 

Some  of  our  men  returned  from  hospital.  Eelieved  Co.  E  on  front  line  and 
held  same  without  incident  until  night  of  Oct.  28-29  when  we  were  relieved  by 
Co.  D,  316th  Inf.,  and  marched  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES.  Casualties:  Wounded 
slightly  9  E.M. 

G.  A.  THOMPSON, 
1st  Lieut.,   115th  Inf. 
****** 

Report  on  Recent  Operations,  1st  and  2nd  Platoons,  Co.  K,  115th  Infantry. 

I  herewith  submit  report  of  operations  of  the  1st  and  2nd  platoons  of  Com- 
pany K,  115th  Infantry.  The  strength  of  these  platoons  on  8  October,  1918 
was  2  officers  and  74  men.  On  8  October,  18  these  two  platoons  were  acting 
as  a  Combat  Liaison  Group  between  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  115th  Infantry  and 
the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  116th  Infantry.  The  right  flank  of  this  group  rested 
on  a  point  approximately  25 — 77.  These  two  platoons  continued  in  the  above 
capacity  throughout  the  day  until  the  3rd  Battalion,  115th  Infantry,  made  a 
passage  of  lines,  when  the  3rd  and  4th  Platoons  of  K  Company,  who  were  act- 
ing as  Combat  Liaison  between  the  29th  and  the  Division  on  our  left,  consol- 
idated forming  the  left  support  company  of  this  battalion.  The  location  of 
the  1st  and  2nd  platoons  at  the  end  of  the  day  was  at  a  point  approximately 
24 — 80.3.  We  remained  in  this  position  9  October,  18.  Casualties:  1  officer, 
3  men. 

On  the  10  October  18  we  continued  our  advance  with  our  left  resting  on  a 
point  23.8 — 80.3,  but  found  it  impossible  to  advance  through  open  field  and 
were  withdrawn.  By  going  up  through  edge  of  CONSENVOYE  WOODS,  we 
were  able  to  advance  on  and  take  RICHENE  HILL.  The  2nd  Platoon  was 
then  placed  in  line  of  observation  along  narrow  gage  railroad  track  with  its 
left  resting  on  point  24 — 81.9.  Casualties:  7  men — 2  killed  5  wounded.  The 
total  strength  of  these  two  platoons  at  the  end  of  this  day:  1  officer,  14  N.C. 
O  's  and  50  men.  The  fighting  on  the  10th  was  very  severe,  the  main  resistance 
met  being  machine  guns.  The  Austrians  who  opposed  us  the  first  day  did  not 
show  any  fight,  in  fact,  they  welcomed  the  opportunity  to  be  taken  prisoners. 
It  was  quite  different,  however,  on  the  10th  as  we  were  opposed  by  real  Boche 
who  fought  desperately  and  in  many  cases  preferred  death  to  capture. 

(From  this  point  on,  the  report  concerns  the  operations  of  Co.  I,  115th  Inf.) 

Oct.  11 — By  V.O.C.O.,  3rd  Bn.,  I  was  attached  to  Company  I  for  duty, 
there  being  only  one  officer  with  the  company.  The  strength  of  the  Company 
at  this  time  was  2  officers,  93  men.  On  this  date  I  Company  relieved  Company 
K  on  line  of  observation  along  railroad  track  on  RICHENE  HILL.  Two  men 
severely  wounded  by  shell  fire.  Remained  in  this  position  until  October  15, 
1918.     On  the  13th,  2  killed,  1  slightly  wounded,  1  gassed. 

Oct.  15 — Strength  of  Company,  2  officers,  87  men. 

Company  I  was  left  front  company  of  the  assaulting  battalion,  the  left  flank 
resting  on  a  point  approximately  24 — 81.8.  The  battalion  was  withdrawn  to 
the  crest  of  RICHENE  HILL  and  from  this  location  began  the  advance  which 
was  very  slow.  We  advanced  possibly  300  yards  the  whole  day.  This  was  due 
to  the  elements  on  our  right  not  being  able  to  go  forward.     As  we  were  but 
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slightly  in  advance  of  the  position  held  previously  we  returned  to  it  that  even- 
ing. There  was  no  fighting  on  this  day,  the  enemy  in  the  sector  to  our  front 
confining  his  efforts  to  heavy  artillery  fire.  Casualties:  3  severely  wounded 
and  2  slightly. 

Oct.  16 — Strength  of  Company:     2  officers,  82  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  we  were  relieved  by  A  Company  of  the  1st  Bat- 
talion and  proceeded  to  our  reserve. .  On  arriving  at  this  position  I  was  given 
command  of  I  Company.     V.O.C.O.  3rd  Battalion.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  17 — Remained  in  reserve  position.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  18 — Relieved  Co.  A,  1st  Battalion,  who  was  holding  front  line  position. 
The  line  ran  approximately  400  meters  Northeast  of  point  24.4 — 82.8.  No 
casualties. 

Oct.  19 — Remained   in  position.     No   casualties. 

Oct.  20 — On  the  evening  of  the  20th  we  were  relieved  by  F  Company,  2nd 
Battalion,  I  Company  then  proceeded  to  reserve  position.     No   casualties. 

Oct.  21-22 — Strength  of  Company:  2  officers,  82  men.  Remained  in  posi- 
tion. 4  casualties:  2  severely  wounded  and  2  gassed,  shell  fire  wounding  these 
two  men,  shell  hitting  door  to  dugout. 

Oct.  23 — Strength  of  Company:  2  officers,  78  men.  On  the  evening  of  the 
23rd  per  order  of  CO.,  115th  [nfantry,  proceeded  to  RICHENE  HILL  and 
there  established  a  signal  station  for  the  purpose  of  relaying  pyrotechnic 
signals  from  the  front  line  hot  ween  grids  24  and  2").     No  casualties. 

Oct.  24 — Strength  of  Company:     2  officers,  78  men. 

On  this  morning  I  Company  took  up  position  in  support  of  1st  Battalion. 
That  evening  we  relieved  Companies  I>  mid  I  platoon  of  K  on  front  line,  our 
position  extending  approximately  400  meters  East  of  point  2o — 82.8.  One 
casualty,  slightly  wounded   by  n   machine  gunner  of  Co.    I),    1 12th    M.(J.   Bn. 

Oct.  25-26 — Strength  of  Company:  1  officer,  77  men.  (On  the  evening  of 
the  24th  Lt.  Kinnear  was  directed  to  report  to  the  Army  Candidate  School  as 
an   instructor).      Remained    in    position.      No   casualties. 

Oct.  21 — On  account  of  the    116th    [nfantry  being  relieved    I   Company,    lloth 
Infantry,    took    over    tlie    M-ctor    held    by    2    platoons    of    1    Company,    IKilli     In 
fantry.      This   was   in   addition   to   what    Wfl    already   held.      No   casualties. 

Oct.  28 — Strength    of   Company:       1    officer,   77    men. 

During  the  night   of  the  28th  and  the  morning  of  the  29th   we  were  relieved 

by  Company  K,  316th  Infantry.    We  then  proceeded  to  COTE  DEB  ROCHES, 
where  Lt.  Baldwin  assumed  command.    Casualties:     l  killed. 

MARK  PATTEBSON, 

2nd    Lieut.,  CO.    K,    1  1.1th    Inf. 

5    November,    11)18. 

Report  of  Operations,  8rd  and  4th  Platoons,  Co.  K,  115th  Infantry, 

Strength  Of  Platoons:      1   officer,    10   N.CO's.,    16   men. 

Oct.   8 — The   half   company    in    my   charge    was    to   act    as   a    combat    liaison 

group  between  the  1st  Battalion,  Moth  [nfantry,  and  the  right  unit  of  the  33rd 

Division  at  point  77 — 24.  At  the  passage  of  lines  executed  by  the  2nd  i'.at 
talion,  11.5th  Inf.,  we  were  to  continue  on  same  mission.  After  reaching  the 
normal  objective  the  Company  was  to  assemble  and  join  in  attack  with  3rd 
Battalion,  115th  Infantry,  as  left  support  company,  These  plans  were  carried 
out  except  that  there  was  some  delay  at  the  normal  objective  and  the  3rd  Bat- 
talion  did  not  advance   further  than   the  normal   objective  on   this  date. 
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Losses                           Officers  Men 

Killed 0  1 

Wounded  slightly    0  1 

Prisoners  captured    2  101 

Materiel  captured    6   M.G's. 

There  was  very  little  resistance  on  the  left  flank  on  this  date.  All  prisoners 
who  were  captured  seemed  to  want  to  be  captured.  Twenty-five  of  the  enemy 
in  a  combination  machine  gun  nest  and  dugout,  with  at  least  two  machine 
guns.  When  our  scouts  arrived  where  they  could  be  seen  one  man  was  standing 
down  in  the  dugout  waving  a  white  flag  which  was  nailed  on  a  long  pole.  It 
did  not  look  as  though  it  had  been  hastily  put  together. 

Oct.  9— Lay  in  position  with  our  left  near  23.8—80.3.     No  casualties. 

Oct.  10— 4th  Platoon,  Co.  K,  115th  Infantry. 

Strength  of  Platoon:     1  officer,  8  N.C.O's,  25  men. 

4th  Platoon  was  on  the  left  flank  of  the  front  line  company  in  assaulting 
battalion  at  point  23.8 — 80.3. 

Started  to  advance  over  open  ground  but  found  this  impossible.  Withdrew 
and  worked  around  edge  of  woods  until  we  got  on  the  RICHENE  HILL  at 
point  24.5 — 81.2.  The  company  had  been  changed  around  at  this  time  putting 
the  4th  Platoon  on  the  right  front  line  of  the  company.  Position  of  platoon 
that  night  was  in  line  of  supports,  its  left  at  24.0 — 81.9. 

Losses                         Officers  Men 

Killed    0  1 

Wounded  severely   0  2 

Wounded  slightly    0  4 

Prisoners  captured    0  80 

M.G's-.    captured     10* 

The  fighting  on  this  day  was  more  like  war  than  on  the  8th.  Machine  guns 
were  in  action  until  they  saw  it  was  no  longer  possible  to  avoid  capture  or 
death.  Due  to  excitement  and  poor  shooting  on  the  part  of  some  of  our  men 
seme  of  them  escaped.  The  large  number  of  prisoners  captured  was  an  ac- 
cident. 

For  some  reason  this  platoon  did  not  get  word  that  our  artillery  was  to  fire 
in  this  part  of  the  woods.  When  the  shells  began  dropping  the  enemy  made 
for  a  dugout,  later  used  as  the  Battalion  P.C.  for  the  support  battalion,  and 
another  one  near  it.  After  all  we  could  see  had  gone  in  we  went  up  and 
brought  them  out  sending  them  out  through  the  barrage. 

It  was  here  we  lost  one  man  killed  by  a  sniper  and  one,  1st  CI.  Pvt.  John 
Walters,  severely  wounded  by  a  machine  gun.  Walters  was  told  to  see  what 
was  in  a  building  near  by  and  had  only  gone  a  few  steps  when  he  was  hit  in 
several  places.  One  through  the  stomach,  lie  had  a  Chauchat  and  killed  three 
of  them.  I  think  two  of  them  got  away.  lie  was  carried  back  to  the  first  aid 
station    by   four  prisoners. 

Oct.  II — Lieut.  Butler  having  been  sent  to  Co.  M  by  CO.  3rd  Battalion,  I 
took  command  of  Company  K.  Company  K,  which  at  this  time  had  only 
seventy  men  in  line,  was  ordered  to  act  as  combat  liaison  group  on  left  flank 
of  2nd  Battalion  in  their  advance  of  this  date  but  as  the  2nd  Battalion  did  not 
advance  beyond  our  support  lines  there  was  not  much  to  do.     No  casualties. 

*10  M.G's.  were  afterwards  found  on  sector  covered  by   this  platoon  on  this  date. 
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Oct.  12— Was  in  support  of  left  flank  of  front  lines  until  15  October,  1918. 
No  casualties. 

Oct.  15— Strength  of  Company:     1  officer,  10  N.C.O  rs,  60  men. 

Co.  K  was  left  support  company  in  assaulting  battalion.  The  lines  were 
withdrawn  about  two  hundred  yards  on  the  left.  We  advanced  very  slowlv 
only  going  about  three  hundred  yards  the  whole  day.  When  ordered  to  dig 
in  for  the  night,  being  only  a  few  yards  in  advance  of  our  did  position  and  the 
129th  on  our  left  having  fallen  back,  we  fell  back  to  our  original  positions. 
Co.  K,  taking  up  the  support  position  on  the  left  flank. 

Losses                          Officers  Men 

Killed    0  0 

Wounded  severely 0  8 

Gassed 0  6 

We  were  not  fighting  on  this  day.  All  our  wounds  were  from  shell  fire. 
This  company  whs  very  lucky  during  the  whole  operation  in  having  very  few 
men  hurt  by  shells,  the  men  wounded  this  date  by  shells  being  practically  ah 
that   were   wounded  by  shell  fire  until  the  last  day. 

Oct.  16— Strength  of  Company  K:     l   officer,  10  N.C.O  s.,  62  men. 

This  company  was  again  picked  as  combat  liaison  group  on  left  flank  in  the 
advance  made  by  the  1st   Ha.  on  this  date. 

The  left  of  the  line  started  the  attack  from  point  24.0—81.9  and  progressed 
due  North  without  a  shot  being  fired  until  we  got  into  RAV.  DE  MOYEMONT 
when  the  enemy  put  over  a  very  heavy  barrage.  On  the  hill  near  the  left  of  the 
33rd  Div.  they  had  direct  fire  on  us  with  a  large  gun.     Fortunately  we  were  in 

the    woods    and    could    not    be    seen.      After    accomplishing    our    mission    uc    im- 
ported to  the  c.o.,  3rd  I'm.,  and  were  senl  to  position  as  second  line  company 
in  support   battalion.     Losses:      \o  easualties. 

The  barrage  put  down  in  RAV.  DB  MOVKMOXT  and  along  slope  just 
above  same  wn.s  the  heaviest  put  down  by  I  he  enemy  in  the  whole  net  ion.  It 
is   certainly   remarkable  that    the  Casualties    won-    not    greater, 

Or/.    17      Remained    in    position    until   ;i  He  moon   of    1st  I,.      One  of  our   ration 

carriers  mustard  gassed. 

IS — Relieved  Co.  I),  il-'th  Inf.,  in  front  line.  Remained  in  front  line  until 
00th  Or/,  IS.    \o  casualties. 

Or/,  to  Was  relieved  by  Co.  E  and  went  Into  reserve  in  CON8ENVOYE 

WOODS   until  24   Oct.,    191S.      One   man    mustard    gassed,   one   man    sick. 

Or/,  m — Relieved  Co.  E  on   front  lim-  and  held  same  without   incident   un 

til  night  of0S-09  Oct.,    W18t  when    \w   were   relieved    by  Co.    I),  316th    I  n  I'.      Com 

pany  was  marched  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

On    our    way   0U1    after    being    relieved    two   shells    burst    almost    nt    the    game 
time  and  slightly    wounded    six   men    nnd   severely   wounded    three  otheis. 

c.  A.  THOMPSON, 

1st    Lieut.,   1  i.ith   Cnfantry. 


#####* 


REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  COMPANY  /,.  //.,'///  INFANTRY. 

Strength  of  Company:       I  63   men;    1   officers. 

Company  L  was  left  flank  of  front  line  of  reserve  battalion  at  COTE  DES 
ROCHES.    The  mission  of  Company  L  was  to  follow  the  2nd   Battalion  at  a 
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distance  of  1000  meters  until  it  reached  its  normal  objective  when  we  were  to 
exploit  the  ground  ahead.  The  advance  of  the  leading  battalion  began  at  5:30 
A.M.  after  half  hour  artillery  preparation.  The  enemy  almost  immediately 
returned  our  artillery  fire  and  we  were  subject  to  a  heavy  fire  from  this  time 
continuing  throughout  the  day.  We  occupied  the  first  objective,  which  was 
captured  by  the  1st  Battalion,  until  11:30  A.M.  when  we  advanced  to  the 
normal  objective  reaching  same  about  3  P.M.  Our  mission  was  to  cover  the 
extreme  left  of  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  and  the  open  ground  to  our  left 
connecting  up  with  the  33rd  Division.  On  entering  the  woods  we  were  held  up  by 
numerous  machine  gun  nests  but  advanced  steadily  driving  them  out  or  capturing 
them.  We  were  continually  shelled  by  the  enemy  at  this  place,  half  of  company 
being  in  woods  and  remainder  in  open  ground  left  of  CONSENVOYE  WOODS. 
Li.  O'Connell,  commanding  4th  Platoon,  which  was  on  our  right  working  in  the 
woods  captured  three  machine  gun  nests  and  about  40  Austrians  and  Ger- 
mans. We  dug  in  for  the  night  at  about  50  meters  South  of  normal  objective, 
L  Co.  being  on  the  left  of  Battalion,  one  half  in  open  groimd  and  one  half  in 
woods.  At  about  4:30  P.M.  enemy  threw  a  heavy  barrage  about  50  meters  to 
our  front  which  lasted  about  15  minutes.     We  were  shelled  the  entire  night. 

Losses:  Oct.  8,  1918,  3  killed;  16  wounded;  Prisoners  40;  captured  6  ma- 
chine guns. 

QcX,  9 — We  held  the  position  the  entire  day.  Enemy  airplanes  came  over  in 
great  numbers  and  fired  at  us  with  machine  guns. 

Losses:     3  slightly  wounded. 

Oct.  10 — 3rd  Battalion  formed  in  early  morning  to  move  across  open  ground 
ond  to  exploit  ground  North  of  normal  objective.  K  and  M  Companies  the  as- 
saulting companies,  and  I  and  L  companies  in  support.  6:30  A.M.  the  bat- 
talion moved  in  a  Northerly  direction  and  were  held  up  after  moving  about  500 
meters  by  machine  gun  nests  in  woods  directly  to  our  front.  At  this  point  L 
Co.  was  ordered  to  move  around  to  the  rear  and  cover  K  Company's  advance 
which  had  changed  its  direction,  which  we  did  advancing  through  the  woods  to 
our  right.  We  were  held  up  by  a  heavy  machine  gun  fire  after  advancing  only 
short  distance  and  met  with  quite  a  few  losses  at  this  place.  We  were  unable 
to  proceed  any  further  because  the  enemy  had  fire  superiority  from  the  woods 
facing  us.  Maj.  Woodcock  called  for  a  barrage  to  clear  this  part  of  the  woods. 
We  advanced  from  this  place  about  1:30  P.M.,  L  Co.  then  being  the  left  front 
line  company.  We  cleaned  the  woods  out  thoroughly  capturing  RICHENE 
HILL  and  140  prisoners  with  many  rifles,  ammunition  and  about  12  machine 

guns. 

Losses:     3  killed;  4  wounded.     Prisoners  140;  M.G 's.  12. 

Oct.  11 — We  held  the  position  gained,  being  shelled  heavily  most  all  the 
time.     Losses:      1  sick. 

Oct,    12 — Same   as  above.     Losses:      wounded   4   men. 

Oct.  IS — Same  as  above. 

Oct.    14 — Held   same  position.     Losses:      4   wounded. 

Oct.  15— At  7  :30  A.M.  we  advanced  from  RICHENE  HILL.  Cos.  I,  M  and 
C,  front  line  companies;  Cos.  K  and  L,  support  companies,  were  under  heavy 
artillery  and  machine  gun  fire  from  the  very  jump-off.  The  enemy  seemed  to 
fire  point  flank  into  our  line  from  hill  in  front  with  one-pounders  and  77s. 
We  met  with  resistance  but  overcame  same.  L  Company,  covering  C  Co  's  flank 
and  cleaning  up  three  M.G.  nests  passed  over  by  C  Co.  and  116th  who  were  on 
our  right.  We  were  held  up  after  crossing  wood  to  right  of  RICHENE  HILL, 
due  to  the  116th  not  covering  up  and   advancing,  leaving  our  flanks  exposed 
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at  point  82.4 — 24.9.  We  were  unable  to  move  any  further;  held  the  position 
until  dark  when  we  retired  about  TOO  meters  to  line  of  trenches  along  road; 
were  relieved  by  Co.  D  in  morning  Oct.  16th.  who  continued  the  advance. 
Losses:      9  wounded;   2   killed. 

Oct.  16 — Support  position,  having  relieved  Co.   B.     Losses:      4   wounded. 

Oct.  J 7 — Support  position. 

Oct.    18 — Relieved    Company    B,    holding    left    of    front    line.      Losses:       1 
wounded. 

Oct.    7.9— Held   same   position.     Losses:      1    wounded. 

Oct.   20 — Relieved    by    Co.    H;     moved    to    reserve    position.      Losses:     1 
wounded. 

Oct.  27 — Holding  reserve  position. 

Oct.  22 — Holding  same  position,  being  regimental  reserve.     Cos.  K  and  M 
Brigade  reserve.    Losses:     1  wounded. 

Oct.  08— Moved  to  RICHENE  HILL  in  support  of  Co.  I,  M  and  K.     Los- 
ses:    5   wounded. 

Oct.  24 — Same  as  above.     Losses:      2   wounded. 

Oct.  25 — Relieved   Companies  I,  L  and   M.  of  the   115th   Inf.,   taking   over 
their  position  which  was  held  by  them,  being  front  line.     Losses:      1   wounded. 

Oct.  26 — Held  same  position.     Losses:      1  sick. 

Oct.  27 — Held  same  position. 

Oct.  28— Relieved  by  Co.  M,  316th  Infantry. 

Oct.  29 — Losses:     2  wounded. 

JOHN    H.   WAGNEB, 

Capt.,  Co.  L,  115th  inf. 
#♦#### 

6   November,   is. 

Report    of   Operations,    1st    I' In  loon,   Co,    L,    II.jHi    Infantry. 
J  was  in  command  of   1st    Platoon  after   Lieut.   Miller  was  wounded  Oil.    16th 

18.    Our  platoon   was  the  left  flank  platoon  of  the  firsl    line  company,  being 

reserve   battalion.      We  advanced   the   morning  of   Oct,  8,    1918,   after   one   half 

hour  artillery  preparation.     We  were  under  a   heavy  artillerj    fire  the  entire 
time.    We  moved  steadily  on  until  we  reached  our  normal  objective  which  was 

accomplished  at  about   .'{    P.M.      Our  BeCtOI   was  over  the   left    part   of  woods  and 

open  ground  of  the  BOIfl   hi:  CONSKNVOYE.     We  met    wiih   machine  mm 

nests  just  after  entering  woods  but  advanced  driving  them  out.  We  were  con 
neeted  on  left  with  '.'>'.\r(\  Division  and  our  ri^ht  with  2nd  Platoon  ;  Lit,  0  '<  on 
nell.  We  due;  in  for  the  Dlght  and  remained  in  position  until  the  next  morn 
BBg,    being  shelled   the  entire   flight. 

Oct.    9 — Held    same    position    but    were   shelled    all    day. 

Oct.  10— Advanced  with  company  in  support  of  B  Co^'who  were  attacking 
from   BOIS   DE  CON8ENVOYE  acrola   RAVINE  to   RDCHENE  HILL.     K 

Company  was  held    up   by   machine   j/un    fire  and   caused    us   to   be   halted   on    hill 
facing    woods.      We    met    with    a    verv    heavy    resistance    here    and    quite    a     few 
losses   until  our  artillery  managed  to  drive   them    out.      ]; ',',()    P.M.    we  again   ad 
vnnccd;   our   Platoon   now  being  on  ri^ht   of  line  and   took  woods  ahead  occupy 

tog  RICHENE  HILL,  capturing  with  other  platoon  i  lb  prisoners. 

Orl.  II  Held  position;  established  line  of  observation  on  tramway  North 
of  RICHENE  HILL  and  line  of  resistance  on  BILL;  were  shelled  the  entire 
time. 

Orl.    18-  Held    positif  n. 


204  29TH  DIVISION 

Oct.  13— Held  position. 

Oct.   14 — Held  position. 

Oct.  15— Held  position.  Advanced  at  7:30  A.M.  Jumped  off  from  RIOH- 
ENE  HILL;  was  right  Platoon  of  support  Co.  Lieut.  Miller  was  wounded  at 
about  9  A.M.  in  morning  and  I  was  put  in  command.  Platoon  lost  connections 
with  company  and  we  lost  a  good  many  men  from  shell  fire  and  machine  gun 
fire.  I  managed  to  connect  up  with  Capt.  Wagner  late  in  afternoon  after  con- 
siderable trouble. 

Oct.  16 — Company  relieved  in  morning  and  occupied  support  position;  were 
shelled  returning  to  position  and  shelled  all  the  time  occupying  same. 

Oct.  17 — Support  positions. 

Oct.  18th — Relieved  Co.  B,  holding  left  of  front  line. 

My  Platoon  was  consolidated  with  3rd  Platoon  as  we  had  lost  a  good  many 
men  and  it  was  necessary  to  reorganize  to  better  handle  the  Platoon  and  com- 
pany, L  Co.  at  this  time  having  two  platoons  left  and  small  Hqr.  Platoon. 

Oct.   1.9 — Held  same  position. 

Oct.  20 — Relieved  Co.  H  in  reserve. 

Oct.  21 — Held  same  position. 

Oct.  22 — Held  same  position. 

Oct.  #3— Occupied  RICHENE  HILL  in  support. 

Oct.  24 — Same  as  above. 

Oct.  25— Relieved  116th  Inf.  on  WOOD  MONTAGNE,  Co.  L  relieving  three 
companies  I,  K  and  L. 
Oct.  26 — Held  position. 
Oct.  27.— Held  position. 
Oct.  :W— Relieved  by  Co.  M,  316th  Infantry. 

RAYMOND  E.  BARRABAN, 

Sgt.,  Co.  L,  115th  Inf. 

****** 

Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  L,  115th  Infantry. 

I  assumed  command  of  2nd  Platoon  Oct.  10th  after  Lt.  O'Connell  was 
wounded.  We  advanced  on  Oct.  8th  at  5:30  A.M.  after  an  artillery  prepara- 
tion, my  Platoon  being  the  right  front  line  platoon  of  the  reserve  Battalion 
I  was  connected  up  with  M  Co.,  115th  Infantry,  and  1st  platoon  of  Co.  L, 
115th.  We  advanced  without  any  trouble  until  we  reached  the  CONSENVOYE 
WOODS  when  we  encountered  a  heavy  machine  gun  fire  from  the  woods.  Our 
scouts  located  two  nests  and  we  drove  them  out,  killing  four  Germans,  and 
capturing  10  at  this  point.  We  were  working  through  a  dense  woods  and  ad- 
vancing  was  very  difficult.  At  3  P.M.  we  reached  our  objective  although  there 
seemed  to  be  machine,  gun  firing  in  our  right  rear.  We  dug-in  and  held  for 
night.     Captured  in  all  about  40  Germans  and  4  Lewis  machine  guns. 

Oct.  9 — Held  all  day  awaiting  orders  to  advance;  it  seemed  our  right  was 
held  up  by  enemy's  machine  gun  fire. 

Oct.  10 — Advanced  in  support  Co.  K,  who  was  in  the  front  line.  They  were 
held  up  causing  us  to  halt  on  the  slopes  of  hill.  We  were  under  a  heavy  ma- 
chine gun  fire  and  at  this  place  Lt.  O'Connell  was  wounded.  I  took  command 
at  this  time  and  reported  same  to  Capt.  Wagner.  We  were  being  fired  on  at 
most  all  points,  lots  of  men  being  hit  and  wounded.  We  succeeded  in  wiping 
out  two  nests  killing  all  the  Germans  as  they  fought  to  the  last.  Our  artillery 
opened  on  their  position  about  11:30  A.M.  and  1:30  we  advanced  across  the 
open  ground  to  CONSENVOYE  WOODS,  capturing  the  woods  without  much 
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trouble.  We  captured  EICHENE  HILL  at  4  P.M.  and  some  140  prisoners 
along  with  1st  Platoon  and  a  great  quantity  of  ammunition  and  some  machine 
^ins. 

Oct.  11 — Consolidated  position  and  held.  4th  Platoon  was  consolidated  with 
2nd  Platoon  as  we  only  had  enough  men  for.  two  platoons. 

Oct.  12 — 'Held  position,  line  of  observation  es.ablished  and  line  of  resis- 
tance organized.     We  dug  in  deeper  and  were  strongly  entrenched. 

Oct.  13 — Held  position. 

Oct.  14 — Held  position. 

Oct.  15 — Advanced  with  Company  at  7:30  A.M.  supporting  C  Co.,  115th 
Infantry,  and  M  Co.,  115th.  The  enemy  returned  our  barrage  with  a  counter 
barrage  and  we  had  a  good  many  losses.  We  advanced  covering  C  Co.  right 
flank  and  clearing  out  machine  gun  nests  on  the  flank  which  they  had  passed, 
and  the  116th  failed  to  get.  We  lost  connection  with  the  1st  Platoon  in  the 
woods  and  did  not  connect  up  until  late  in  afleinocn.  Go.  in  touch  with  110th 
Infantry  and  supported  C  Co.  who  were  being  fired  on  from  flanks  due  to  the 
fact  that  116th  did  not  come  up  with  us,  in  the  morning  and  returned  to  sup- 
port position. 

Oct.  17 — Support  position. 

Oct  18 — Relieved  B  Co.  on  front  line,  extreme  right  flank  of  115th  Sector. 
Were  fired  on  by  enemy  one-pounders  but  no  machine  gun  fire. 

Oct.  19 — Held  same  position. 

Oct.  20 — Relieved  Co.  H  in  reserve  position. 

Oct.  21 — Held  same  position. 

Oct.  22 — Held  same  position. 

Oct.  23 — Occupied  RICHENE  HILL  in  support;  furnished  patrols  for 
front  line  companies.     Report  little  enemy  activity;  encountered  French  patrol. 

Oct.  24 — Same  as  23rd. 

Oct.  26-27 — Held  the  position. 

Oct.  #£— Relieved  by  Co.  M,  316th  Infantry.  Were  shelled  on  return  of 
Platoon  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

WM.  B.  BOLMES, 
Sgt.,   Co.    L,    115th    Infantry. 

Report  of  Operations,   fill  Platoon,  Co.  L,   llfith  Inf. 

I  commanded  4th  Platoon  of  Co.  L,  115th.  We  advanced  with  remainder 
of  company  at  5:30  A.M.  8th  Oct.,  being  support  platoon  of  Co.  L,  115th,  and 
reserve  Battalion.  We  moved  forward  under  a  heavy  artillery  fire  but  gained 
our  objective  at  3  P.M.  We  dug  in  for  night.  Position  was  to  left  of  CON 
SENVOYE  WOODS  in  open  ground  about  50  meters  South  of  our  normal  ob 
jective.  At  about  4  P.M.  we  were  being  fired  on  by  what  Seemed  to  be  at  least 
three  machine  gun  nests  directly  to  our  right  center.  Capt.  Wagner  ordered 
me  to  clear  these  nests  out.  I  proceeded  directly  North  and  by  left  Hank  move 
ment  reached  a  position  about  100  meters  North  of  our  objective  when  we  were 
fired  on  from  the  opposite  hill  (or  woods)  by  machine  gun  nests,  also  from  the 
right  flank.  We  lost  six  men  at  this  place;  hardly  had  we  worked  our  way  to 
flank  these  when  the  enemy  opened  Up  a  barrage  on  us  and  we  suffered  heavy 
losses.  Our  artillery  at  this  time  also  Opened  tip  with  a  barrage  and  we  were 
caught  in  our  own  and  enemy  barrage.  We  managed  to  go  back  to  our  lines 
or  what  was  left  of  us  and  returned  later  for  our  wounded.  We  returned  to 
our  normal  objectives  and  remained  there  until  Co.  L  advanced  on  Oct.   10. 
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Oct.  10 — Were  consolidated  with  2nd  Platoon  as  we  had  lost  a  good  many 
of  our  men.  This  was  ordered  by  Capt.  Wagner.  Continued  the  rest  of  opera- 
tions with  2nd  Platoon. 

CARROLL  F.  flAND, 
Sg't.,  Co.  L,  115th  Infantry. 

****** 

OPERATIONS  REPORT,  COMPANY  M,  115 TH  INFANTRY. 

Oct.  8 — Strength  of  Company:  4  officers,  171  enlisted  men.  I  was  or- 
dered to  have  my  company  act  as  combat  liaison  on  the  right  and  left  of  115th 
Inf.  I  sent  two  platoons  on  the  right,  and  two  platoons  on  the  left,  with  in- 
structions to  consolidate  when  the  2nd  Bn.  reached  it,  or  the  normal  objective. 
I  kept  the  Company  Hqs.  with  me,  and  remained  with  the  Bn.  Cmmander  until 
the  consolidation,  when  K  Co.  became  the  Bn.  Support  Company,  following  in 
rear  of  L  Co.  which  was  on  left  flank  of  Bn.  We  dug  in  for  the  night  about 
100  yards  North  of  the  RAVINE  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  and  about 
100  yards  in  rear  of  Co.  L.  Casualties:  Killed  1  E.M.;  wounded  1  officer,  4 
E.M. ;   missing   1  E.M. 

Oct.  9 — Remained  in  Bn.  Support  position.  Casualties:  2  men  from  artil- 
lery fire. 

Oct.  10— Strength  of  Company:     3  officers,  163  E.M. 

K,  assaulting  company,  on  left  flank  of  Bn.,  ordered  to  cross  open  field 
alon^  grid  24,  starting  from  point  24.0 — 81.0.  The  ravine  on  this  open  field 
was  covered  with  enemy  M.G.  fire.  After  leaving  several  casualties,  I  with- 
drew my  men  to  cover  of  CONSENVOYE  WOODS,  where  Ave  worked  around 
e&ge  of  woods,  finally  reaching  HILL  382.  Shortly  after  reaching  this  point 
our  artillery  put  down  a  barrage,  forcing  us  to  withdraw.  After  the  barrage 
lifted  we  again  advanced,  reaching  point  24.3-^81.7,  where  we  dug  in  for  the 
night.  Casualties:  Killed:  5  E.M. ;  wounded  19  E.M.;  missing  1  E.M.  We 
took  ay  proximately  -00  prisoners,  1")  M.G 's  and  great  quantities  of  ammuni- 
tion and  sup]  lies. 

Oct.  //—Took  command  of  Co.  M,  lloth  Inf.,  af  point  24.5 — 81.9,  where 
we  remained  until  October  15.  1918.  Strength  of  Company:  4  officers,  140 
E.M.     Casualties:     Killed  1  E.M. :   wounded  by  artillery  fire,  2  E.M. 

Oct.  15 — Strength  of  Company:  4  officers,  137  E.M.  Started  advance  at 
7:30  A.M.,  C  Co.  on  our  right,  and  I  Co.  on  our  left;  had  very  little  resistance, 
but  was  unable  to  advance  as  116th  Inf.  was  held  up.  They  were  on  right  of 
G  Co.  That  evening  we  fell  back  to  our  old  position  24.5 — 81.9.  Casualties: 
Killed   4  E.M.,   wounded    14   E.M. 

Oct.  16— At  10  A.M.  we  were  relieved  from  front  line  by  Co.  A,  lloth  Inf., 
and  returned  to  support  position  at  point  25.1 — 80.7,  where  we  remained  until 
2:00  P.M.,  when  we  went  to  assistance  of  Co.  D,  115th  Inf.,  in  front  line  at 
point  25.1 — 82.7.     Casualties:      None. 

Oct.  I?—  Withdrew  to  support  position.  P.C.  at  point  24.5—81.9.  Casual- 
ties:     None. 

Oct.  18— Relieved  Co.  1),  115th  Inf.,  in  front  line.  P.C.  at  point  25.1— 
82.7  where  we  remained  until  Oct.  20,  1918.     Casualties:     None. 

Oct.  20 — Relieved  by  E  Co.,  115th  Inf.,  at  4  P.M.,  returning  to  reserve  posi- 
tion in  CONSENVOYE  WOODS,  at  point  24.4—81.3,  remaining  until  25  Oct. 
18.     Casualties :      Wounded   1  E.M. 

Oct.   25 — Relieved   F   and   H   Cos.,    115th   Inf.,   who   were   holding    p^i  ion 


115TH  INFANTRY  207 

along  RAVINE   DE  MOYE'MONT,  with  P.C.  at  24.6—82.3,  remaining  there 
until  morning  of  89   Oct.     Casualties:      None. 

Oct.  29— Were  relieved  at  6:30  A.M.  by  Co.  D,  316th  Inf.,  and  then 
marched  to  COTE  DES  ROCHES.     Casualties:     Slightly  wounded,  2  E.M. 

HARRY  C.   BUTLER, 

1st  Lieut.,   115th  Inf. 

****** 

COMPANY  M,  115TB.  IN FAN THY . 

Upon  assuming  command  of  M  Co.  I  divided  the  company  into  two  platoons. 
Lieut.  Robertson  in  command  of  one  and  Lieut.  Brockman  in  command  of  the 
other. 

The  above  officers  forwarded  their  reports  covering  operations  of  these  two 

platoons. 

HARRY  C.  BUTLER, 

Capt.,  115th  Inf., 

Commanding. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  M,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — At  the  zero  hour  went  over  the  top  in  line  of  combat  groups  on  the 
left  of  the  front  line  of  the  company.  Our  left  was  open  with  orders  to  con- 
nect with  the  33rd  Division,  on  the  normal  objective.  We  advanced  in  comibat 
groups  and  reformed  in  two  waves  after  reaching  the  1st  Bh's  objective.  In 
this  formation  we  advanced  to  the  edge  «t  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYEj  re- 
formed into  one  thin  line  of  skirmishers  against  machine  gun  nests,  capturing 
many  prisoners,  many  machine  gUHfl  and  two  cannon.  Advanced  until  we 
reached  the  normal  objective,  reorganized  into  combat  groups  until  ordered  to 
withdraw   in   support  of  the  3rd  Bn.,  which   took   up   our   position.. 

(Jrt_  9— Remained  in  position  in  support  of  the  3rd  Bn.  in  the  BOIS  DE 
COXSKXVOYK. 

Oct.  10 — AdWneed  in  combat  groups  in  support  of  the  3rd  Platoon  and 
took  up  position  along  the  CONSENVOYE    ROAD;   dug   in   in   combat    groups. 

We  were  subjected  to  a  severe  bombardmenl   without  a  casualty. 

Oct.  11 — Ordered   to  advance  thru   :'>r<l    Bn.      Proceeded   to   the    front    line    in 

combat  groups.    Upon  reaching  there  orders  were  countermanded  and  remained 

in    dugouts  on    the    front    line   over   night. 

Oct,  i£— Beturned  to  support  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE, 

connecting  up  with  Co.  E  on   our  left   and   remained   there   until   Oct.    Kith. 

Oct.    16 — In    support,    of    the    2nd    Platoon    took    position    iu    the    BOIS    DE 
GRANDE   MONTAGNE.     We  dug   in   in   combat   groups  and   assisted   in   repel 
ling  an   attack  made  at   daybreak  on   the   following  day. 

#      #      #      *      #      * 

Operations  Report,   1st  and  2nd  Platoon.  Co.  Mt   USth  In  fan  fry. 

2nd  PlatOOll.     Strength  on   morning   of   Oct,  98th  I      I    officer,   0   X.C.O's,  33 

men.      Position    right    flank   of  Company    and    P,n.      Connecting   with    Ll6th    Inf., 
advanced  in  line  of  combat  groups,  changing  to  line  at   normal  objective.      Los 

ses:     2  wounded  slightly.     10  prisoners  captured.     Remarks:      Encountered 

Stiff  M,G.   resistance.      Artillery  activity  was   very   intense.      After   reaching  ob- 
jective*, time  spent  in  digging  in. 

9  Oct.  18— Time  spent  in  improving   position.      1    man    wounded   and    1    mis- 
sing. 
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Oct.  10— Continued  advance,  connecting  with  1st  platoon  on  right.  Early 
in  morning  Company  Commander  was  killed,  and  I  took  command  of  the  Com- 
pany. Advanced  about  1000  meters.  Captured  5  M.G's,  65  prisoners,  several 
boxes  of  ammunition.  Arriving  at  objective,  had  men  dig  in  for  defense.  10 
Killed,  8  wounded  severely. 

Oct.  11 — Lt.  Butler  assumed  command  of  company,  and  I  took  command  or 
1st  Platoon. 

Oct.  12-13-14 — Time  spent  in  digging  in  and  improving  position. 

Oct.  15— Continued  advance  with  my  platoon  on  right  flank,  connecting 
with  D  Co.,  advanced  about  400  meters.  Drove  back  several  M.G.'s  but  none 
captured.  Owing  to  unfavorable  position,  we  retired  to  original  position  in 
front  line.     3  killed,  7  wounded  severely. 

Oct.  16  to  29— Alternated  in  support  of  front  line  to  support  in  reserve, 
being  relieved  by  1st  Platoon,  Co.  D,  316th  Inf.  on  night  of  Oct.  29,  18,  COTE 
DES  ROCHES.  I  was  left  behind  16  hours  at  Bn.  Hq.  to  act  as  information 
officer. 

T.  D.  ROBERTSON, 

2nd  Lieut.,  115th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  Hdqrs.  Platoon,  Co.  M,  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8— Strength  of  Company:  1  officer,  4  N.C.O's,  2  buglers,  3  mech.,  10 
liaison  runners — (1  officer,  19  E.M.). 

Liaison  connected  with  the  right  and  left  flank  Co's  and  with  the  4  pla- 
toons also  Bn.  Hqrs.  was  maintained.  Messages  were  relayed  with  promptness 
and  the  runners  showed  great  bravery. 

Oct.  9— Stationed  at  Co  's  P.C.  where  constant  liaison  connection  was  main- 
tained with  line  Platoons  and  Bn.  Hqrs. 

Oct.  10 — Resumed  offensive  at  6:30  A.M.  at  point  24.5 — 81.2.  Perfect 
liaison  connection  was  maintained  with  advancing  and  reserve  platoons,  also 
with  Bn.  Hqs.  Gassed:  2;  wounded  slightly,  1;  prisoners  30.  Enemy  resis- 
tance severe,  using  great  number  of  machine  guns  and  the  use  of  much  heavy 
and  light  artillery. 

Oct.  11,  12,  13,  14— Held  line  at  point  24.5—81.9.  Maintained  perfect 
liaison  with  line  Platoons  and  Bn.  Hqrs. 

Oct.  15— Took  charge  2nd  Platoon  of  Co.  Offensive  resumed  at  point  24.5 
—81.9  at  7:30  A.M.  Advanced  in  line  of  combat  groups  in  the  face  of  de- 
termined enemy  resistance  to  a  depth  of  about  400  yards,  but  owing  to  the 
fact  of  the  116th  on  the  right  of  C  Co.,- which  Co.  was  on  our  right,  we  were 
forced  to  go  back  to  our  original  position. 

Oct.  16 — Ordered  back  to  go  in  support  of  D  Co.,  1st  Bn.,  at  12:30. 

Oct.  17 — Ordered  back  to  line  of  support  at  point  24.5 — 81.9. 

Oct.  IS— Held  line  at  point  82.7—25.1,  and  relieved  D  Co.,  at  12:30  P.M. 

Oct.  19— Held  line  at  point  82.7—25.1. 

Oct.  '20— Was  relieved  by  E  Co.,  2nd  Bn.,  at  4  P.M.  and  went  back  to  re- 
serve position  to  CONSENVOYE  WOODS,  at  point  24.4—81.3,  and  remained 
at  the  position  until  25  Oct. 

Oct.  26,  27,  28— Held  line  at  point,  P.C.  24.6—82.3. 

Oct.  29— Was  detailed  by  CO.,  3rd  Bn.,  115th  Infantry,  to  leave  at  11  A.M. 
29  Oct.  for  billeting  battalion  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

ROBERT  H.  BROCKMAN, 
2nd  Lieut.,  Co.  M,  115th  Infantry. 
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Report  or  Operations,  116th  Infantry. 

1.  Pursuant  to  Field  Orders  No.  18,  Headquarters  29th  Div.,  7  October  18, 
the  116th  U.S.  Infantry  Regiment,  as  a  part  of  the  58th  U.S.  Infantry  Brig- 
ade operating  under  orders  of  the  18th  Division  (French),  moved  from  bivou- 
ac in  the  vicinity  of  FROMEREVILLE,  France,  on  the  night  of  the  7th-8tk 
October  18  to  SAMOGNETJX,  France,  via  LONGHUT,  MARRE,  SAMOG- 
NFUX  ROAD,  taking  up  position  along  the  line  of  departure  by  battalions 
as  follows: 

Third  Battalion  with  attached  Machine  Gun  Company,  section  of  Stokes 
Mortars  and  37  mm.  guns  as  assaulting  battalion;  two  companies  in  assault- 
ing wave,  and  two  companies  in  supporting  wave,  in  position  along  line  76.6 — 
24.8—76.1—25.5. 

First  Battalion  with  attached  Machine  Gun  Company,  in  position  along 
line   76.4 — 24.8,   with   left   resting  on  point,  and  right  on   76.0 — 25.3. 

Second  Battalion  with  attached  Machine  Gun  Company  in  position  in  the 
CANAL  DE  L'EST,  400  meters  South  of  SAMOGNEUX. 

October  8th — All  troops  reported  in  position  at  4:00  o'clock  ready  for  the 
'  jump-off"  on  D  day  (8th  Oct.)  and  H  hour  (5:00  o'clock).  At  5:00  o'clock 
hit  artillery  started  an  intense  rolling  barrage  which  was  laid  down  300 
meters  in  front  of  the  parallel  of  departure.  Assaulting  battalion  (3rd  Bn.) 
moved  forward  at  5:00  o'clock,  rate  of  advance  100  meters  in  four  minutes, 
followed  by  support  Battalion  (1st  Bn.)  at  500  meters.  Reserve  Battalion 
(2nd  Bn.)  following  supporting  battalion  at  1000  meters.  Three  objectives 
were  assigned  to  the  assaulting  battalion:  1st— TR.  DE  BOUSSIEKES. 
2nd.— The  high  ground  North  of  HA  VI X-DE-BOUSSI EBES.  3rd.— Inter 
mediate  objective— the  hill  Wesi  of  RAVIN  DE  COAS8INVATJX.  Norma] 
Objective — the  high   ground   in   the   Northern   edge  of   BOSSOIS   BOIS   and 

MOLLEVILLE  BOIS.  All  objectives  lying  between  parallels  25  and  27. 
Schedule  for  objectives — 1st:  II  plus  1:20.  ^nd:  II  plus  2:00  hours;  3rd: 
II    plus  4:30.     The  normal  objective  at   II    plus  7:20.      During   the   advance   to 

the  intermediate  objective,  which  was  reached  at  9:30  o'clock,  no  effective  re 

sistance   was  met,   where  a   passage  oi  lines  were   executed   by   the    1st    Bn.      The 

.'ird  Bn.  which  had  been  the  assaulting  battalion  became  the  Reserve  Battalion, 
and  began  the  work  of  consolidating  nod  strengthening  the  intermediate  ob 

jective    against    counterattacks.      Shortly    after    the    passage    of    lines    was    ex 

eeuted  on  the  intermediate  objective,  a  heavy  machine gun  Are  was  encountered 
on    the    high    ground    North  of  the  intermediate  objective,  coming  from  the  high 

points  and  trenches  in  the  BOIS  BBABANT-S-MEUSE.  And  also  fire  from 
Trench   Mortars  and  'M  mm.  guns.     These  machine  gUH  nests  were  hard  to  Locate, 

camouflaged  positions,  also  pill  boxes.    The  passage  of  lines  could  not  be  ef 

Actively  executed  until  the  strong  resist.'iucc  made  by  the  machine  gUUS, 
trench  mortars  and  one  pounders  had   been   cleared  out   of   B0I8   BEABANT-S- 

MKUSE  and  adjoining  high  ground.  After  this  resistance  was  finally  over- 
come, the  assaulting  battalion  continued  to  advance  slowly  and  the  normal 
objective  on  the  North  slope  of  MOLLEVILLE  BOIS  (point  26.8  SI.  J)  was 
reached  at.  lo:40  o'clock.  Unable  to  gain  connection  with  the  115th  Infantry 
on  our  left  and  the  French  on  our  right,  and  due  to  heavy  artillery  tire  which 
Seemed  to  be  our  own,  (but  which  was  later  found  to  be  enfilading  tire  from 
the  enemy  artillery  to  the  South  -East,  the  first  line  battalion  was  forced  t» 
fall  back  to  the  high  ground  overlooking  the  KAVINE  DE  KOURVAUX,  on  a 
line  with  the  French.     Here  our  front  line;  was  consolidated  and  established   for 
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the  night.  During  the  first  day  of  this  offensive  we  had  taken  618  Austrian 
prisoners,  including  13  officers,  numerous  machine  guns  and  other  valuable 
war  materiel. 

After  the  normal  objective  was  reached  the  regiment  passed  from  the  com- 
mand of  the  18th  Division   (French)   to  the  29th  Division   (U.S.). 

Infiltration  was  used  in  the  advance  while  under  machine  gun  fire  and  was 
found  to  be  a  very  effective  method  of  advancing,  but  this  advance  was  not  al- 
ways made  under  cover  of  our  own  fire,  for  a  target  was  not  always  repre- 
sented, unless  the  hostile  guns  fired  continuously,  then  a  faint  smoke  could  be 
detected.  It  was  always  very  difficult  to  judge  the  direction  from  which  the 
hostile  fire  was  coming  when  a  number  of  guns  were  firing  at  the  same  time. 
Our  Stokes  mortars  and  37  mm.  guns  did  very  effective  work  in  silencing 
enemy  machine  guns  etc.,  during  the  whole  operation. 

October  9th — At  5:00  o'clock  our  first  line  was  strongly  counterattacked 
by  the  enemy;  this  was  easily  repulsed.  Our  machine  guns  laid  down  a  very 
effective  protective  barrage  which  was  of  great  assistance  in  stopping  the  at- 
tackers; killing  a  number  of  the  first  German  troops  that  had  been  encount- 
ered up  to  that  time.  At  6:00  o'clock  we  pushed  forward  to  the  normal  ob- 
jective, the  North  slope  of  BOIS  MOLLEVILLE  and  BOIS  BOSSOIS  reach- 
ing there  about  14:00  o'clock.  Slight  resistance  from  machine  guns  was  en- 
countered during  the  advance. 

October  10th— The  116th  Infantry  relieved  from  that  portion  of  the  sector 
East  of  meridian  26  by  the  113th  Infantry,  enabling  the  first  line  battalion  to 
shorten  their  lines  and  materially  strengthen  their  position.  First  line  held 
with  two  companies  in  first  line  and  two  in  support.  The  regiment  dug  in  and 
strengthened  the  positions  occupied.  During  the  night  heavy  artillery  fire  on 
BOSSOIS  and  CONSENVOYE  BOIS.  Our  support  and  reserve  battalions 
suffered  many  casualties  from  this  artillery  fire. 

October  11 — Pursuant  to  Field  Orders  No.  19,  Headquarters  29th  Division 
10  October  IS,  the  regiment  attacked  again  at  6:00  o'clock  on  11  October  18, 
between  parallels  of  25  and  2(5,  with  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  and  BOIS  DE  LA 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE  as  the  objective.  First  Battalion  as  assaulting  bat- 
talion with  two  companies  in  the  assaulting  wave  and  two  companies  in  the 
supporting  wave.  Second  Battalion  in  support.  Third  Battalion  in  reserve. 
In  this  advance  the  progress  was  rapid,  the  slight  resistance  offered  by  the 
enemy  being  easily  overcome  until  the  Northern  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM;  here  the  assaulting  battalion,  in  attempting  to  cross  cleared  ground 
and  gain  the  heights  of  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  suffered  heavy 
casualties  by  enfilade  and  direct  machine  gun  fire  from  BOIS  DE  LA  MON- 
TAGNE and  BULTRUY  BOIS.  Our  right  flank  was  exposed  on  account  of 
the  troops  (57th  Infantry  Brigade  operating  under  command  of  18th  Division 
(French)  did  not  advance  and  the  majority  of  hostile  fire  came  from  the 
sector  on  our  right  forcing  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  back  to  the  Northern 
edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS.  In  this  operation  the  assaulting  troops  suffered  very 
heavy  casualties. 

October  12th— Position  on  Northern  edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS  entrenched 
and  strengthened.  All  four  companies  of  1st  Bn.  in  first  line  supported  by 
2nd  Bn.  The  3rd  Bn.  in  regimental  reserve.  Front  line  troops  subjected  to 
heavy  bombardment  by  H.E.  and  shrapnel.  Area  of  all  P.C's  in  BOSSOIS 
BOIS  and  also  roads  leading  to  the  front  through  BOSSOIS  BOIS  and  CON- 
SENVOYE BOIS  heavily  shelled  with  H.E.  and  Gas. 
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October  13th — Consolidation  of  position  on  Northern  edge  of  BOSSOIS 
BOIS  continued.  Throughout  the  day  and  night  of  the  13th  the  enemy  in- 
fantry and  artillery  was  very  restless.  Enemy  machine  guns  fired  continuous- 
ly in  short  bursts.  Relief  of  first  line  battalion  (1st  Bn.)  by  reserve  bat- 
talion (3rd  Bn.).  The  1st  Bn.  was  placed  in  reserve  in  trenches  on  South 
edge  of  BOIS  BRABANT-S-MEUSE. 

October   14th — Position   same   as   13th   October. 

October  IS — Pursuant  to  Field  Orders  No.  24,  Headquarters  58th  Infantry 
Brigade,  14  October  18,  regiment  attacked  at  7:50  o'clock.  Objective:  MOL- 
LEVILLE  FARM  and  the  heights  of  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE. 
After  30  minutes  artillery  preparation,  beginning  at  7:30,  the  advance  of  our 
infantry  started — 3rd  Bn.  as  assaulting  Bn.  with  two  companies  in  the  as 
saulting  wave  and  two  companies  in  the  supporting  wave.  The  enemy  machine 
gun  fire  was  very  heavy  and  enfilading,  making  the  advance  very  slow.  The 
undergrowth  in  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  was  so  thick  that 
it  was  impossible  to  locate  these  machine  gun  nests  which  were  pits  about  four 
feet  deep,  well  camouflaged,  and  enfilading  the  numerous  paths  running 
through  the  woods.  These  paths  had  numerous  pits  dug  along  them,  and  as 
fast  as  the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  forward  pits  they  retired  successfully 
to  those  in  the  rear  with  ammunition  already  stored  in  them.  At  16:00  o'clock 
the  front  line  rested  on  the  general  line  25.0— S2. 35 — 26.0 — 82.2.1  which  was 
entrenched   for  the   night. 

October   isth — Pursuant   to   Field  Orders  No.  25,   Headquarters  58th    '" 
fantry  Brigade,  dated  IS  October  18,  the  attack   was  resumed  by  the   L16th 

Infantry  and  the  2nd   Battalion   of  the   115th   Infantry    (Brigade    Reserve)    be 
tween    the   parallels   25   and   26,   having   for   an   objective    HILL   M~)    and    high 
ground  in  the  BOTS  DE  LA  GBANDE  MONTAGNE.    After  an  intense  artil 

lery    preparation    on    the    Northern     part    of    BOIS    DE    LA    GBANDE     MON 
TAGNE   and   the   high   ground    in    the   woods,   our   advance   started.      The    prog 
ress  was  slow  and    many   enemy   machine  guns  encountered.      The   objective    was 
reached    at    15:35    0  'clock    on    general    line    24.0— 82.8— 25.0— 88. 1     which    was 

consolidated  and  strengthened  againsl   counterattack. 

Oct.    t7— Regiment    holding   position   in    BOIS   DE    LA    GBANDE    MON 
TAGNE.     Resisted  enemy  counterattack  at   10:30  o'clock.     Enemy   artillery 

very  active  on  all  sensitive  points  in  our  sector.  Enemy  seemed  to  be  unable 
to  locate  our  lines,  one  entire  German  ration  part}  being  captured  by  our 
trOOpS,   numerous   other    incidents    of    captures    and    casualties    inflicted    due    to 

enemy's  uncertainty  reported. 

October  I8th-22vd — Regiment  consolidating  and  strengthening  positions. 
Troops  \cry  much  fatigued  from  recent  activities. 

October  23rd—  The  possession  of  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE 
gave  us  an  Opportunity  to  attack    in   an    Easterly  direction.      Pursuant  to   Field 

Orders  No.  22,  Headquarters  29th  Division,  dated  2o  October  18,  the  116th 
Infantry  took  part  in  an  attack  against  the  high   ground  in  the   BOIS   D'E'J 
RAYES.     After   a   heavy   artillery   and   machine   gun   barrage   on    BOIS    D'ET 
RATES    and    adjacent     lines    of    conununicnt  ion    lasting    for     IT,    minutes,    at     II 
hour    (6:16    o'clock;,    the    2nd    Bn.    advanced    from    BOIS    DE    LA    GKRANDE 
MONTAGNE   in   an    Easterly   direction;    objective    BOIS    D'ETBAYES   on    a 
line   running   approximately   26.9—82.8    to    27.1—82.2.      Tin;    first,    battalion    to 
move  forward  behind  the  assaulting  battalion    (2nd   Bn.)   and  take  up  a.  posi 
tion   along   forward    slope   of   high    ground    in    Northern    part   of    BOIS    D'ET 
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KAYES  facing  North  and  covering  left  flank  of  the  assaulting  battalion  (2nd 
Bn.).  The  final  objective  was  reached  about  14:30  o'clock,  but  due  to  the 
difficult  terrain  and  extreme  resistance  the  positions  were  not  consolidated, 
and  liaison  was  not  established  until  nearly  midnight.  Before  this  was  ac- 
complished it  was  necessary  to  clean  up  many  snipers  and  machine  gun  nests  that 
had  been  overlooked  or  had  filtered  in  from  the  left  between  the  assault  and  sup 
port  echelons  of  the  assaulting  battalion  (2nd  Bn.).  Due  to  this  the  support 
Battalion  was  unable  to  take  its  position  as  outlined  in  orders. 

This  present  line  was  held  until  26th  October,  1918.  Much  sniping  and 
machine  gun  activity  on  both  sides.  At  17:00  o'clock  26  October  18  the  114th 
Infantry  took  over  all  of  the  sector  East  of  26.8.  This  enabled  us  to  shorten 
our  line  and  organi2e  in  depth.  This  position  was  organized  in  depth  and  the 
troops  dug  in.  Organization  was  made  in  depth  according  to  plan  outlined 
by  Headquarters,  29th  Division. 

Orders  were  received  on  28th  October  18  for  relief  of  regiment  from  C.  R. 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM  by  115th  Infantry  and  C.  R.  ETRAYES  by  114th 
Infantry.  Two  battalions  relieved  on  night  28th-29th  October,  1918  and  pro- 
ceeded to  vicinity  of  VERDUN.  Due  to  the  thick  underbrush  along  the  first 
line,  the  first  line  battalion  of  the  116th  Infantry,  could  not  be  relieved  until 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  29th  October,  1918.  Entire  relief  of  regiment  com- 
pleted at  7:10  o'clock  29th  October,  18. 

CHAS.  C.  BANKHEAD, 
Lt.  Colonel,   116th  Infantry, 
Commanding. 

****** 
Report  of  Recent  Operations  1  Pounder  Platoon,  Hq.  Co.,  116th  Infantry. 

1.  The  37  mm.  guns  were  ordered  to  follow  in  rear  of  attacking  Battalions 
and  destroy  machine  gun  nests,  which  were  very  successful,  destroying  the 
majority  with  from  8  to  10  shots. 

As  soon  as  guns  went  into  action  they  were  immediately  subjected  to  heavy 
artillery  fire,  but  platoons  suffered  slight  losses  comparatively  and  no  guns 
were  lost  due  to  their  mobility. 

Estimated  that  the  three  guns  fired  about  two  hundred  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion  during  the  operation. 

HENRY  W.  HOLLEY, 
1st   Lieut.,    116th   Infantry, 

Commanding  Hq.  Co. 

****** 

Report  on  Recent  Operations  of  Pioneer  Platoon,  Hq.  Co.,  116th  Infantry. 

1.  The  Pioneer  Platoon  before  entering  the  trenches  were  divided  into  four 
sections,  one  with  Trench  Mortar,  one  with  Cannon,  one  to  repair  dugouts  and 
any  communication  trenches;  one  to  guard  at  Regimental  P.C.  also  to  keep 
traffic  open  to  the  front. 

Reports  from  Platoon  Commanders  and  officers  under  whom  they  had 
worked  stated  they  played  an  important  part  in  the  laying  of  Trench  Mortars, 
and  one  pounders;  also  clearing  and  salvaging  all  property  left  behind  by  the 
advancing  troops. 

HENRY  W.  HOLLEY, 
1st  Lieut.,   116th  Infantry. 


116TH  INFANTRY  213 

Report  on  Recent  Operations  of  Signal  Platoon,  Hq.  Co.,  116th  Infantry. 

1.  The  Signal  Platoon  was  divided  into  four  sections,  one  to  each  Bat- 
talion and  one  to  Regimental  Headquarters. 

During  the  first  day  of  the  attack  it  was  impossible  to  lay  wires  but  com- 
munication was  established  the  following  day  and  kept  up  thereafter.  Tele- 
phone communication  was  found  to  be  the  only  communication  to  be  depended 
upon,  buzzerphones  being  affected  by  dampness,  and  wireless  did  not  work 
on  account  of  woods. 

Projectors  were  set  up  but  not  used  extensively,  while  pigeons  proved 
successful  in  trial  flight,  but  otherwise  no  occasion  arose  where  it  was  neces- 
sary to  use  them. 

Best  results  were  obtained  by  running  two  and  sometimes  three  wires  to 
P.C.  by  different  routes,  so  as  one  was  being  repaired  and  the  other  was  in 
working  order.  All  lines  laid  in  roads  and  trenches  were  less  easily  broken, 
while  light  wire  was  effected  by  dampness;  number  (12)  field  wire  proved 
more  satisfactory  than  any  other  used. 

We  found  it  very  difficult  to  keep  Battalion  P.C.  in  communication  with 
Regimental  P.C.  as  Battalion  P.C.  advanced,  lines  were  continually  broken 
by  shell  fire   and   the  P.C.  's   were   moved   very   frequently. 

Rifles   were  a   handicap  to   the   Signal   Platoon,   when   carrying  reels,   tele 
phones;  also  when  repairing  wire  at  night  with  rifle  in  slung  position,  leaning 
over,  the  rifle  would  knock  the   Helmet  from  the  man's  head. 

HENRY   W.   HOLLEY, 

1st  Lieut.,  116th  Inf. 
Comdg.    Hq.    Co. 


Report  on  Recent    Opera/ ions  of   Sappers  and  Bombers   Platoon,   Ha.   Co., 

1V>1h  Infantry. 

1.   Dairy  of  Sappers  and   Bombers  in  action    from  8  Oct.  18,  to  %8  Oct.   IS. 
Tuesday  5:00,  8  October   is,   went  into  action  in  support  of  nssaulting  bat 
talion    (3rd   Battalion)    guns   being  placed   about    (400)    meters   in   rear  of   first 
wave. 

Destroyed  machine  gun  nest  at  beginnning  of  fight  killing  four  of  the 
enemy  and  capturing  twenty-two  near  same  location,  then  destroying  one  ?" 
mm.  gun  nearby,  taking  seventeen  of  the  enemy  alflO  an  nnti  tank  gun  and  am- 
munition. 

14:30.  Machine  Gun  nest  put  out  of  action,  this  particular  nest  had  held 
up  advance  of  (2nd  Bn.)  about  three  hours  and  a  half,  biking  six  rounds  to 
destroy  same. 

Tuesday,  16th  October,  18,  a  light  barrage  was  put  down  on  enemy's  line, 
twenty  rounds  ])vv  mortar  were  used.  Triable  to  determine  effect  of  fire.  14:30, 
advancing  two  hundred  meters  observers  located  machine  gun  nest  which  was 
put  out  of  action  by  two  shots. 

Registered  on  targets  about  (6*50)  in  advance  of  (1st  and  2ml  Bn.)  each 
registering  shot  was  fired  at  intervals  of  thirty  minutes,  guns  firing  simultane- 
ously,  purpose   of   registering,   determining   range   and    deflection. 

2.  Some  difficulties  experienced  were,  to  keep  up  with  the  Infantry;  also 
hard  to  keep  sufficient  supply  of  ammunition  on  hand  during  a  rapid  advance; 
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easily  located  by  enemy  due  to  fact  that  guns  must  have  certain  elevation  to 
be  effective,  while  several  times  being  fired  on  by  artillery,  direct  range. 

HENRY  W.  HOLLEY, 
1st  Lieut.,   116th  Infantry, 
Comdg.  Hq.  Co. 


REPORT   OF  RECENT   OPERATION,   M.G.   CO.,   116TH   INFANTRY. 

October  8th — This  company  was  attached  to  the  2nd  Battalion,  116th  In- 
fantry, and  left  BOUCHET  at  17:00  o'clock,  7  October  18,  arriving  in  vicini- 
ty of  SAMOGNEUX  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.  At  H  hour  this  company 
moved  by  way  of  canal  to  point  of  departure  and  followed  the  support  com- 
panies of  the  2nd  Battalion,  in  squad  column  at  200  yards.  On  reaching  the 
high  ground  South  of  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  this  company  was  met  with 
a  heavy  artillery  barrage  which  was  maintained  by  the  enemy,  also  heavy  ma- 
chine gun  fire  from  Southwest  edge  of  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  where  we 
sustained  a  loss  of  five  men  wounded.  This  machine  gun  fire  seemed  to  have 
come  from  a  machine  gun  nest  which  had  been  passed  by  the  first  waves  vt 
the  Infantry.  At  this  point  this  company  went  into  action  and  assisted  the 
Infantry  in  taking  these  nests.  Continuing  from  this  point  the  march  was 
taken  up  thru  continued  heavy  artillery  fire  closing  in  on  2nd  Battalion,  116th 
Infantry,  which  at  this  time  had  reached  its  objective.  This  Battalion  having 
reached  a  point  about  200  yards  beyond  the  point  reached  by  organizations 
on  its  right  and  on  its  left,  one  platoon  of  this  company  took  up  position  on 
the  right,  one  platoon  on  the  left  flank,  and  one  platoon  remaining  in  re- 
serve. During  the  night  of  the  9th  we  were  subjected  to  considerable  artillery 
fire  from  the  enemy's  large  calibre  guns,  inflicting  a  loss  of  five  killed  and 
seven  wounded. 

October  9th — On  the  following  morning  (9th)  the  enemy  made  a  rather 
strong  counterattack  and  this  company  assisted  in  checking  same  by  laying  a 
barrage  in  ravine  East  of  BOIS  BRABANT -S-METUSE,  killing  a  number  of 
the  first  German  troops  that  had  been  encountered  up  to  that  time.  This  com- 
pany was  then  assigned  to  1st  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  to  protect  its  flanks 
in   BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE. 

October  10th — On  this  day  numerous  enemy  planes  flew  over  our  sector 
at  will,  harassing  us  with  machine  gun  fire  and  very  effectively  directing  the 
enemy's  artillery. 

October  11th — This  company  was  re-attached  to  the  2nd  Battalion,  116th 
Infantry,  which  was  in  reserve  Lti  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  and  while  mov- 
ing through  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  we  sustained  a  loss  of  one  officer  and 
five  enlisted  men  by  gas. 

October  12th — This  company  went  in  support  of  the  1st  Battalion  in  its 
attack  on  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  and  took  up  position  protecting ,  its  right 
and  left  flanks.  After  it  had  taken  up  position  in  the  North  edge  of  BOIS 
DE  CONSENVOYE  that  night  it  was  subjected  to  heavy  artillery  fire  and 
inflicted  a  loss  of  three  men  wounded. 

October  13th — This  company  went  in  reserve  less  one  platoon  which  re- 
mained with  the  1st  Battalion  on  the  front  line. 

October  14th— This  Company  was  in  reserve  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE 
on  this  day. 
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October  loth — At  8:00  o'clock  this  company  jumped  off  from  line  of  Je 
parture  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  with  the  2nd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry, 
in  support  of  3rd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  in  attack  on  MOLLEVJLLC 
FARM,  having  two  platoons  moving  100  yards  in  rear  of  2nd  wave  of 
the  2nd  Battalion.  Our  first  platoon  on  the  left  continued  the  advance  and 
arrived  at  road  North  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  at  the  time  the  Infancy 
reached  this  point.  This  platoon  was  put  in  action  to  sweep  this  road  to  ihe 
right  and  left  and  to  cover  a  possible  withdrawal  of  the  Infantry.  Our  2nd 
Platoon  was  held  up  along  with  the  Infantry  companies  on  the  right  by  heavy 
machine  gun  fire  from  our  front  and  right  flank.  At  all  times  during  the  ad- 
vance across  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  we  were  under  heavy  machine  gun  hie 
and  here  we  lost  one  officer  and  three  enlisted  men  killed.  We  were  assisted 
in  our  advance  across  this  high  open  ground  by  a  heavy  fog  which  prevented 
our  sustaining  very  great  losses  in  reaching  our  objective.  Our  2nd  platoon 
came  forward  and  together  with  our  1st  platoon  assisted  the  Infantry  in  con 
solidation   where  we  remained  until  the  following  morning. 

October  16th — This  company  went  in  reserve  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE 
with  the  2nd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry.  On  night  of  the  17th  we  returned  to 
the  front  line  with  2nd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  taking  up  positions  on  its 
right    and    left    flanks. 

Oct.  19th — This  company  was  relieved  on  the  night  of  the  l!)th  and  re- 
mained  in    reserve   until   morning   of   the  23rd. 

October  23rd— This  company  moved  to  BOIS  DE   MONTAGNE  and  moved 
with    2nd    Battalion,    1 10th    [nfamtry,   in   attack   on    BOIS    D'KTRAYES.      The 
eempany   composed   of  two  platoons:      One  platoon   with    1st   wave  and  one   pia 
toon   with   second   wave.     The  first   wave   platoon   went    forward  to   its  objective 

and  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  the  Infantry  in  holding  its  ground  with 

both    its    right   and    left    think    open    and    assisted    in    breaking    up   three   counter 
attacks  made  by  the  enemy,  inflicting  considerable  losses  on   him.      This  platOOIl 
remained   in  this  position  until  night  of  the;  2(ilh,  without   relief.     The  Infantry 

of  the  2ml  wave  having  been  cut  off  by  the  enemy  artillery  and  machine  gun 

fire   was   unable  to  advance  and    move   up   to  the  support   of   the   2nd    line  of    In 

fan  try   and   was   subjected   to  heavy  enemy   artillery   ami    machine   gun   inc. 

This    was    kept    up    during    the    entire    day    BUfltaining    losses    to    the    extent    of 

three  men  killed  and  eighl   wounded,  having  two  guns  shot  out  of  action  by 

machine   K""    Mn'-      TMfl    platoon    rendered    very   valuable   assistance    in    proven! 
ing   the   enemy's   infiltrating    in    between    the   2nd    line   of    Infantry,    and    the    1st 
line    which    had    gone    thru    to    its    object  he    and    inflicted    heavy    losses    on    1  h- 
enemy. 

October  21th — This  company  w;is  relieved  and  went  buck  to  the  support 
line    in    HOIS    DE    CONSENVOYE    where    it    remained    until    the    night    of    the 

27th. 

Oct  otter  2~ — This   compnny    was    then    moved    back    in    reserve    where    it    rfl 

mained   until  being  finally  relieved  on  the  night  of  the  2stii,  al    which  time 

went  by  march  to  FAUBOURG  DE  PAVE  where  it  renin ined  until  the  evening 
of  the  20th  when  it  embussod  at  a  point  Southeast  of  VERDl'N  and  went 
into   billets  at    BBILLON. 

This  company  went  Into  net  ion  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  with  i\  officers 
and  103  enlisted  men  nnd  sustained  a  loss  of  one  officer  killed,  one  wounded 
ami   one  gassed  ;    enlisted   men — . 

This  company  was  active  in  the  front  line  or  in  support  during  almost  the 
entire   time   and    displayed    wonderful    endurance    in    keeping    up    with    the    In 
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fantry,  and  always  arriving  on  the  objective  by  the  time  the  Infantry  reached 
it  and  displayed  an  admirable  spirit  in  withstanding  the  hardships  and  over- 
coming difficulties  attached  to  their  branch  of  the  service.  At  no  time  was 
the  strength  of  this  organization  depleted  by  more  than  four  men  not  fully 
accounted  for.  When  this  company  went  forward  it  took  with  it  every  man 
present  for  duty  and  had  absolutely  no  straggling  with  the  exception  of,  in 
the  case  of  two  men  who  are  still  missing.  This  unusual  record  is  attributed 
to  first  line  discipline  and  to  the  absolute  control  of  the  men  by  the  non-com- 
missioned officers.  It  may  be  said  that  the  most  notable  deficiency  observed 
was  in  liaison,  especially  between  the  infantry  and  artillery  and  the  lack  of 
aerial  support  which  not  only  deprived  our  artillery  of  observation,  but  per- 
mitted the  enemy  aviation  to  mark  our  lines  and  harass  us  with  machine  ijun 
fire  at  will.  This  company  received  excellent  support  by  the  Infantry  of  the 
Battalion  to  which  it  was  attached  under  command  of  Major  S.  G.  Waller  who 
thoroughly  understands  machine  gun  tactics  and  which  enabled  this  companv 
to  render  very  valuable  assistance  in  reducing  machine  gun  nests  and  in  as- 
sisting in  the  consolidation  of  ground. 

JOSEPH  P.  AST, 
Captain,    116th   Infantry. 


Report  of  Operations  of  1st  Platoon,  M.G.  Co.,  116th  Infantry. 

1.  The  machine  gun  company,  116th  Infantry,  of  which  this  platoon  if  a 
part,  left  BOUCHET  at  17:00  o'clock,  7  October  IS,  and  arrived  at  SAMOG- 
KEUX  early  the  following  morning.  Captain  Joseph  P.  Ast,  commanding  the 
company  and  2nd  Lt.  John  W.  Sneed  this  platoon. 

2.  The  company  was  attached  to  the  2nd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  Major 
S.  W\  Gardner  Waller,  and  at  point  of  departure,  followed  support  companies 
of  this   battalion. 

3.  The  1st  Platoon  took  part  in  all  the  operations  of  the  company.  Lt. 
Sneed  was  severely  wounded  by  shrapnel  on  the  evening  8  October  18  and  was 
succeeded  in  command  by  Sgt.  William  S.  Passaro  who  was  succeeded  the  ne>t 
day  by  Sgt.  Ivey  P.  Gregory  who  commanded  the  platoon  until  the  18th  when 
he  was  appointed  acting  1st  Sergeant. 

4.  Owing  to  many  casualties  the  company  was  reorganized  into  two  pla- 
toons on  13  October  18  by  Lt.  John  Lyon,  Captain  Ast  being  in  charge  of 
the  Machine  Gun  Companies  attached  to  the  116th  Infantry.  Sgt.  Ivey  P. 
Gregory  commanded  the  1st  Platoon  and  Sgt.  William  M.  Hunt  the  second. 

5.  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  was  taken  on  15  October,  1918.  The  Company 
was  attached  to  the  2nd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  which  was  in  support  of 
the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  same  regiment.  This  platoon  was  on  the  left  where 
it  assisted  in  consolidating  and  holding  the  line  after  the  troops  had  reached 
their  objective. 

6.  In  this  drive  the  company  lost  Lt.  John  Lyon  and  three  enlisted  men 
killed   and   three   enlisted   men   wounded. 

7.  On  October  18  a  drive  was  made  to  the  East  through  the  BOIS 
D'ETRAYES.  The  company  was  attached  to  the  2nd  Battalion,  116th  In- 
fantry, the  2nd  Platoon  following  the  1st  wave  and  the  1st  Platoon  the  second 
wave.  The  first  wave  reached  its  objective  where  the  second  platoon  rendered 
valuable  assistance  in  holding  same.  The  second  wave  was  held  up  by  Boche 
machine  gun  fire.     The   1st  Platoon  was  of   great  assistance   in  keeping  the 
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enemy  from  infiltrating  on  the  right.     The  losses  of  the  company  on  this  date 
were  three  killed,  eight  wounded  and  one  captured. 

ARTHUR  A.  GROVE, 

1st  Lieut.,  116th  Inf. 

****** 

Beport  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  M.G.  Co.,  116th  Infantry. 

1.  Machine  Gun  Co,  116th  Infantry,  Captain  Joseph  P.  Ast  commanding 
lett  BOS  BOUCHET  at  17:00  o'clock,  7  October  18  and  arrived  at  SAMOc" 
JSELX  early  the  following  morning.  The  2nd  Platoon  was  under  command 
of  Sgt.  Raymond  H.  Hill  who  was  wounded  early  on  the  morning  of  the  9th 
snd  was  succeeded  by  Sgt.  David  A.  Yancey  who  was  gassed  on  the  10th. 

2.  Owing  to  the   company  being  greatly  reduced  by  casualties  it  was   re- 
organized into  two  platoons.     2nd  Platoon  was  placed  under  command  of  S<rt 
William  M.  Hunt  until  the  regiment  was  relieved  on  the  evening  of  the  23th, 

3.  This  platoon  took  part  in  all  the  operations  of  the  company. 

4.  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  was  taken  on  15  October,  1918.  The  companv 
was  attached  to  the  2nd  Battalion  of  the  116th  Infantry  which  was  in  support 
oi  the  3rd  Battalion  of  the  same  regiment.  The  2nd  Platoon  was  on  the  right 
with  the  support  companies  where  it  did  excellent  work. 

5.  On  the  23rd  October  a  drive  was  made  to  the  East  through  the  BOLS 
D'ETRAYES.      The   company   was   attached    to   the   2nd   Battalion    116th    In 
fantry.     The  2nd  Platoon  following  the  first  wave,  which  reached  its  objective. 
The  platoon   did   excellent   work   and   was   of  great   assistance   in   holding   the 
line,  during  the  night  shooting  up  several  strong  Boche  patrols. 

ARTHUR  A.  GROVE, 
1st  Lieut.,   116th    Infantry. 

*♦*#** 

Beport    of    Operations,    3rd    Platoon,    M.G.    Co.,    116th    Infant,),. 

1.  In  the  operations  of  the  29th  Division  North  of  VERDUN,  M.G,  (Jo. 
116th  Infantry,  was  attached  to  2nd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry.  The  company 
was  in  command  of  Captain  Joseph  P.  Ast  and  left  HOIS  BOUCHET  .it  17:00 
0  clock,  7  October  18,  and  arrived  at  the  "jump  off"  near  BAMOGNJBTTX 
early  the  following  morning.  The  company  followed  the  support  companies 
of  the  2nd   Battalion,   116th  Infantry. 

2.  The  platoon  under  command  of  2nd  Lieut.  Philip  I).  Tarbell  until  be 
was  gassed  on  10  October  18.  He  was  succeeded  by  Sgt.  George  (!.  BiboM  who 
was  also  gassed,  Sgt.  William  M.  Hunt   then  taking  command. 

3.  On  account  of  the  company  being  greatly  reduced  by  casualties,  it  was 
reorganized  and   two  platoons   were   formed.     This   was  on    13  October     V.)1S. 

ARTHUR   A.  GROVE, 

Ut    Lieut.,    U0th    Inf. 

6   November,    18. 

Report  or  Operations,  1st  b.v,  116th  Infantry. 

1.   Pursuant   to    Field   Order— llb'th    Infantry,    7   October    18,    the    1st     Bat 
talion  moved  from  bivouac  in  BOTH  BOUCHET  at   18:00  o'clock,  7   Oct.    18. 
and   proceeded   to   SAMOGNFUX    via   G WiMONVILLE-LONGBUT  MARRK 
SAMOGNEUX   road,   taking  up  position   along  line  of  departure,   its   left    on 
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76.6—24.8  and  its  right  76.1—25.3.  At  H  hour  plus  20  min.  (5:30)  the  1st 
Battalion  moved  forward  in  support  of  3rd  Bn. ;  direction  32  degrees  (Magne- 
tic), B  and  C  Cos>  following  500  meters,  and  D  and  C  Cos^  in  support  line. 
Infantry  reaction  at  first  was  slight,  artillery  heavy.  The  intermediate  ob- 
jective being  reached  at  H  plus  4:30  (9:30)  a  passage  of  lines  was  executed, 
the  1st  Battalion  becoming  the  assault  battalion.  At  this  point  the  advance 
was  held  up.  for  a  short  time  by  machine  gun  fire  from  BOIS  DE  BRABANT 
-S-MEUSE.  This  was  finally  overcome,  aand  the  Battalion  proceeded  to  normal 
objective,  to  North  slope  of  BOIS  MOLLEVILLE  26.3—81.4  which  was 
reached  at  15:40  (after  encountering  slight  resistance  and  taking  many  prison- 
ers.) Unable  to  gain  connection  with  the  115th  Inf.  on  left  and  French  o  l 
right,  and  due  to  heavy  artillery  fire,  which  seemed  to  be  our  own,  the  Bat- 
talion fell  back  to  high  ground  overlooking  the  RAVINE  DE  BOURVAUX, 
on  a,  line  with  the  French.  (No  contact  yet  with  115th  Inf.).  Lines  con- 
solidated and  established  and  remained  over  night.  At  5?00  o'clock  on  morn- 
ing of  9th,  were  counterattacked;  Battalion  fell  back  to  crest  of  hill  over- 
looking the  RAVINE  DE  BOURVAUX,  reorganized,  easily  repulsed  counter- 
attack, and  pushed  forward,  reaching  normal  objective,  to  North  slopes  of 
BOIS  MOLLEVILLE  and  BOIS  BOSSOIS  about  14:00  o'clock.  Slight  re- 
sistance from  machine  guns  encountered  during  advance,  artillery  negligible. 
Here  the  Battalion  dug  in  and  B  and  D  companies  in  front  line,  C  and  A  Cos. 
in  support  ;  Battalion  P.C.  being  established  in  dugout  about  26.5 — 80.6. 
Since  the  French  on  our  right  had  not  advanced,  contact  with  them  was  main- 
tained  by  a  combat  patrol  furnished  by  the  2nd  Battalion,  operating  in  the 
FOND  DE  WALONSEVAUX  and  the  RAVINE  DE  BOURVAUX.  Unabh 
to  connect  with  115th  Inf.  on  our  left.  This  position  held  throughout  the 
night  of  9th  and  day  and  night  of  10th.  Liaison  with  115th  Infantry  finally 
established  about  15:00  o'clock  on  10th.  Battalion  Commander,  Major  G.  M. 
Alexander,  wounded  slightly  about  14:00  o'clock  on  10th.  Captain  W.  A. 
Stack,  Co.  B,  assumed  command.  Day  of  10th  spent  in  consolidating  posi- 
tions and  assembling  and  listing  the  numerous  machine  guns  and  other  ma- 
terial that  had  been  captured — two  210  mm.  guns  being  captured  at  25.6 — 
80.95.  Pursuant  to  Field  Order  No.  13,  Headquarters,  116th  Infantry,  10 
October  18,  the  sector  East  of  meridian  26  was  taken  over  by  the  113th  In- 
fantry to  shorten  their  lines  and  materially  strengthen  their  position.  The 
advance  was  resumed  at  6:00  o'clock  on  morning  of  11th  Oct.,  direction, — 
Magnetic  North— Objective  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  and  BOIS  DE  LA 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  The  progress  was  rapid,  overcoming  slight  resis- 
tance until  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  was  reached.  Here  the  Battalion 
in  attempting  to  cross  clear  ground  and  gain  heights  of  BOIS  DE  LA 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE  suffered  heavy  casualties  by  enfilade  and  direct  ma- 
chine gun  fire  from  BOIS  MONTAGNE  and  BULTRUY  BOIS.  The  Bat- 
talion withdrew  to  the  ed^e  of  BOIS  BOSSOIS  and  entrenched.  Liaison  was 
maintained  with  units  on  right  and  left,  all  four  companies  in  line  supported 
by  2nd  Battalion,  116th  Inf.  1st  Battalion  P.C.  located  at  25.2— 81.2,  maintained 
this  position  until  night  of  1.1th  October,  being  subjected  to  heavy  bombardment 
by  3rd  Battalion  was  completed  by  22:00  o'clock,  13th  Oct.  18.  1st  Battalion 
marching  back  to  BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE  via  RAPPS-MALBROUCK 
road,  distance  2  kilometers — P.C.  established  at  25.8 — 79.2.  Battalion  re- 
mained here  in  reserve  in  dugouts  until  8:00  o'clock,  16  Oct.  18.  Time  spent 
in  resting,  reorganizing  and  furnishing  various  regimental  and  brigade  salvage 
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and  burial  details,  etc.     Attack  was  resumed  at  5:00  o'clock,  16th  October  18, 
1st  Battalion  moved  North  in  reserve  to  two  preceeding  Battalions.     Northern 
edge   of   BOIS   BOSSOIS   reached   at   9:30   and   position   taken   up   and    P.O. 
located  in  same  place  as  on  11th  Oct.  18.     Battalion  subjected  to  heavy  shell 
fire  throughout  the  day.     During  the  night  of  16th,  and  early  morning  of  17th 
Oct.  the  1st  Battalion  moved  up  to  BOIS  MONTAGNE  relieving  the  2nd  aad 
3rd  Battalions  in  front  line  on  forward  slope  of  high  ground  in  Northeast  part 
of    woods.      P.C.    at    25.3—82.2.     Relief   completed   at   4:00    o'clock    17    Oct. 
Positions  consolidated  and   liaison  established;    remained   here  until  night   of 
18th  October  18;  considerable  machine   gun  and   sniping   during  stay  in  this 
sector.     Feeble  counterattack  on  the  morning  of  17th,  after  which  we  advanced 
our  lines  several  hundred  yards  on  the  left.     Enemy  seemed  to  be  unablo  to 
locate  our  lines,  one  entire  hostile  mess  detail  being  captured  by  B  Co.,  num- 
erous other  incidents  of  captured  and  casualties  inflicted,  due  to  enemy's  un- 
certainty, reported.     1st  Battalion  relieved  by  2nd  Battalion  on  night  of  18th  ; 
relief  accomplished  by  22:55.     1st  Battalion  moving  back  to  old  positions  oc- 
cupied in  BOIS  BOSSOIS;  P.C.  25.2—81.3.    Remained  in  this  position  in  sup- 
port until  morning  of  the  23rd  October  being  under  shell  fire  most  of  the  time, 
with   occasional   concentrations   of  gas.       The    advance    was    resumed    o»i    £5 
October  18  under  the  following  plan — Artillery  and  machine  gun  barrage  on 
BOIS   D'ETRAYES  and  adjacent  lines  of  communication  from  0  minus  -lo  to 
0   hour.      The   2nd   Battalion   to  advance   from  GRANDE   MONTAGNE  at   0 
hour    (6:15)    direction   East,   objective   BOIS    D'ETRAYES   on    a    line   running 
approximately  26.9—82.8  to  27.1—82.2  the  1st  Battalion  to  move  forward   be 
hind   2nd    Battalion   and   take   up   their   positions   along    forward    slope   of   high 
ground   in    Northern    part   of   BOIS   D'ETRAYES   facing   North    and    covering 
left  flank  of  2nd  Bn.  as  hitter  became  exposed  to  the  advance.      This  program 
resulted   as  follows:      1st    Battalion   moved    from   HOIS   BOSSOIS  and   took   lip 
position    behind    2nd    Battalion    in    GBANBE    MOXTAONK,    movement    being 
completed   at  4:30.     At  0  hour  the  advance  began   meeting  with   extreme   resis- 
tance  from   the   beginning.     As  the   advance  continued   it    became    accessary   lo 
send   Cos.   A   and   C  to   reinforce  the   2nd   Bn.      The   final   objective   was   at   Inst 
reached    about    14:30   o'clock,    but   due    to    the   difficult    terrain    and    extreme    re 
sistanee  the   positions   were   not    consolidated    and    liaison    established    till    nearly 
midnight.       Before    this    was    accomplished    it    was    necessary    to    (dean    no    many 
snipers    and    machine    gun    nests    that    had    hern    overlooked    or    had    filtered    in 
from    the    left    between    the    assault    and    support    echelons    of   the    2nd    Mn.,    also 
due    to   casualties    and    disorganisation    of   the    2nd    Bn.    it    became    necessary    lo 
put    all    four    Companies    of    the    1st    Battalion    on    the    front    line,    (taking    over 
part    of   the    2nd     Bn.    sector)     in    order    to    [(reserve    a    continuous    front.       This 
front    was    finally    established    about    midnight,    on    the    forward    slopes    of    tin 
high   ground   in    the    BOIS    D'ETRAYES    with    the    following    disposition    from 
J. -ft  to  right— Co.  B   fin  liaison  on  left   with   115th   Inf.)— Co.  A — Co.  C — Co.   I), 
in    liaison   with   2nd   Bn.  on    right.      This   present   line   was   held   till   2G   Or',    /,-r, 
sniping  and   machine  gun   activity  very  active,  from   both   sides,    while  a   feeble 
counterattack    was    easily    repulsed    about    17:45    o'clock    25th    Ocl.      The    re- " 
niainder   of   the   time   spent    in    continually    digging    in    and    strengthening   and 
consolidating  positions.      V.C  at  25.3—82.2.      At    17:00  o'clock   2(1  Oct.    18,  the 
I  Mth    Infantry   took   over   all  of  the  sector    East   of   26.8.     This   enabled   Co.    !) 
to  be  withdrawn  as  support  and  for  the  other  companies  to  contract  and   there- 
by strengthen  their  positions.     The   Battalion   was  now  organized   in   three   lines 
— an  observation  parallel,  consisting  of  several  two  man   rifle  pits,  established 
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by  each  front  line  company,  a  line  of  resistance,  occurred  by  three  companies, 
and  a  line  of  support,  occupied  by  Co.  D.    This  position  was  held  till  the  night 
of  the  28th,  digging  in  and  consolidating  being  pushed  to  the  utmost  and  com- 
pleted by  morning  of  the  28th.    Wire  was  strung  in  front  of  lines  during  night 
of  26th  Oct.  by  engineers.     Orders  were  received  on  28th  Oct.  18  for  relief  of 
1st  Battalion  in  C.  R.  ETRAYE  on  28th  Oct.  18,  relief  to  be  completed  bv 
19:00  o'clock.     Cos.  B  and  D  were  relieved  by  the  114th  Infantry  at  20:25 
but  word  was  received  at  0:15  o'clock  29th  Oct.  18  that  it  would  be  impossible 
to  relieve  Cos.  A  and  C  until  daybreak,  due  to  the  scattered  condition  of  the 
relieving  units.     The  relief,  was  finally  completed  at  7:10  o'cloek  29th  October 
18.     During  the  night  of  28th  and  morning  of  29th  October  the  Battalion  was 
subjected  to  a  continuous  bombardment  of  high  explosives  and  gas.     Duriiifc: 
the  stay  of  the  Battalion  in  C.  R.  ETRAYE,  sniping  and  machine  gun  activity 
was   practically   continuous,   with  heavy   shell   fire   on   rear   areas.     Battalion 
Headquarters  with  Cos.  A  and  C  moved  at  7:10  o'clock  29th  October,  1918  to 
BELLEVILLE    via    BRABANT-SAMOGNEUX-BRAS-BELLEVILLE    road, 
arriving  at  11:15  o'clock  and  joining  with  Cos.  B  and  D  which  had  arrived 
there  at  4:30  o'clock,  after  being  relieved  the  night  of  the  28th.  Battalion  rested 
in  billets  until  15:30,  then  marched  to  GLORIEUX  to  entruck  for  other  areas. 

WM.  A.  STACK, 

Captain,  116th  Infantry. 

****** 

6   November,    19 IS. 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  A,  116TH  INFANTRY. 

October  8th—  At  daylight  went  over  the  top  in  command  of  a  front  line 
platoon  of  support  Bn.  following  3rd  Bn.  at  a  distance  of  500  meters  the  ad- 
vanced continued  until  about  9:00  o'clock  when  the  assaulting  Bn.  was  held 
up  by  machine  gun  resistance;  at  9:15  was  ordered  to  advance  and  executed 
passage  of  lines.  Continued  the  advance  as  assault  platoon  reached  the  normal 
objective  about  15:30  o'clock,  at  which  place  the  2nd  Bn.  was  to  execute 
a  passage  of  lines  and  make  the  final  exploitation,  but  about  this  time  our 
artillery  began  a  harassing  fire  on  our  immediate  front,  and  gradually  drop- 
ping back,  which  made  it  necessary  for  us  to  withdraw  to  the  high  ground 
near  edge  BOIS  BRABANT-S-MEUSE  where  we  spent  the  night. 

October  9th— At  7:00  o'clock  assisted  the  French  in  breaking  up  an  enemy 
counterattack,  and  about  8:30  took  up  the  advance  to  our  normal  objective, 
met  machine  gun  resistance  at  13:00  o'clock  BOSSOIS  BOIS,  which  was  soon 
put  out  of  action,  continued  the  advance.  We  reached  our  objective  about  14 
o'clock  and  -dug   in,  sending  our  outposts   well,  to   the   front. 

October  10 — Held  same  position,  until  16:00  o'clock;  was  relieved  by 
troops  of  the  113th  Infantry;  moved  to  the  left  connecting  up  with  115th  In- 
fantry, taking  up  position  for  the  night. 

October  11th— At  7:00  o'clock  started  advance  on  MOLLEVILLE  FARM, 
advance  continued  until  we  reached  the  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  where 
we  were  held  up  by  enemy  barrage,  apparently  light  field  guns  used  for  point 
blank  fire  and  mortars.  Here  we  received  machine  gun  support  consisting  of 
four  machine  gun*  with  750  rounds  of  ammunition.  After  30  minutes  of  light 
artillery  preparation  we  started  to  advance  across  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  un- 
der machine  gun  barrage  about  13:00  o'clock.  Here  we  met  with  determined 
resistance,  machine  guns  firing  on  us  from  the  front  and  right  flank,  we  were 
forced  to  take  cover   in  shell  holes,  the  Company  Commander  being  killed   I 
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took  charge  of  the  Company  and  consolidated  and  dug  in  along  edge  of  MOL- 
LEVILLE  FARM. 

October  12th — Held  same  position. 

October  13th — Held  same  position  until  relieved  by  troops  of  the  3rd   Bn. 

October  14th-15 — In  reserve. 

October  16th — Advanced  at  8:00  o'clock  as  reserves  to  hill  overlooking 
MOLLEVILLE"  FARM  which  we  reached  about  9:40  and  held  position  for  the 
day. 

October  17— At  4:00  A.M.  relieved  Company  M,  116th  Infantry,  on  hill 
North  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  and  held  same  position  for  the  day. 

October  18th — At  4:00  A.M.  moved  to  the  left  and  took  up  position  in 
BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  connecting  up  with  Co.  H,  115th  Infantry 
on  the  left,  and  Co.  D,  116th  Inf.  Enemy  counterattacked  at  8:00  o'clock 
which  we  succeeded  in  breaking  up  causing  them  heavy  losses;  was  relieved 
at  21:00  o'clock  by  Co.  G,  116th  Infantry,  and  moved  back  to  the  hill  over- 
looking MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  in  support. 

October  19th,  20th,  21st,  22nd. — Held  same  position. 

October  23rd— At  4:00  o'clock  moved  to  the  hill  North  of  MOLLEVILLE 
FAIvM  to  support  the  2nd  Bn.,  116th  Infantry,  in  an  attack  to  the  East  which 
began  at  6:15  o'clock,  Company  A  supporting  Co.  B,  and  to  fill  the  gap  to 
the  North  as  the  2nd  Bn.  moved  East,  Co.  B  on  left  and  Co.  A  on  the  n^nt. 
Was  knocked  out  by  a  shell  about  6:40  o'clock  and  Lt.  Boone,  Co.  B,  took 
command  of  the  Company. 

October  24th — About  16:00  o'clock  1  again  took  command  of  company, 
then  holding  position  on  high  ground  facing  North  on  BOIS  D'ETRAYKS, 
joining  Co.  B  on  the  left  and  Co.  C  on  the  right. 

October  25th — Dug  in  on  same  position. 

October  26th — At  17:00  o'clock  half  of  my  company  was  taken  over  by 
Co.  C,   116th    Tnfantry. 

October  27th — Organized   in   two   lines   and   dug  squad   trenches. 

October  28th — Held  same  position. 

October  29th — Relieved  by  troops  of  the  114th  Infantry  and  marched  to 
BELLEVILLE. 

JOHN  T.    PULLER, 
1st  Lieut.,   L16th   Inf. 

Operations  "Report,  1st  "Platoon,  Company  A,  116th  Infantry* 
Qctm  7_Left  BOUCHET  WOODS  and  marched  to  BAMOGNEUX,  arrived 

hen;  about  4:00  A.M.  and  rested.  At  5:20  we  cut  through  the  barbed  wire  and 
formed  combat  groups  with  the  third  platoon  in  our  support,  second  platoon 
on   our   left.      The  enemy   artillery   started    filing   about    this    time,   most   slut's 

falling  behind  us,  few  casualties  up  to  this  time;  we  prist  through  third  J'U. 
at  first  objective.    Advancing  we  encountered,  from  concealed  enemy  machine 

guns,  some  resistance.  Captured  some  prisoners.  Shortly  after  reaching  »*UT 
normal  objective  we  rested  for  the  night.  There  was  quite  a  bit  of  artillery 
fire   from  both  Hides  all   night    and   gas   was   shot   over   by   the   enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  we  were  counterattacked  but  pushed  forwirl, 
helped  by  our  artillery  fire.  Broke  up  several  machine  gun  nests  during  t  lie 
day  and  helped  capture  cannon  and  prisoners  and  reached  North  slope  of, 
BOIS  MOLLEVILLE  where  we  dug  in  for  the  night.  Spent  next  day  here 
improving  our  trenches.     Attacked  and  pushed  forward  on  the  morning  of  the 
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11th,  to  slope  of  hill  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  F*!kRM,  here  we  were  shelled 
by  enemy  barrage  of  small  and  large  guns.  Commanded  to  advance  over  open 
field  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  We  went  forward  to  the  crest  of  hill  where 
enemy  machine  guns  and  artillery  fire  was  so  great  we  could  not  advance 
further.  Loss  of  men  great.  That  night  returned  to  edge  of  woods  where  we 
spent  the  night.  Received  men  from  4th  platoon,  as  it  was  broken  up  and 
distributed  among  other  platoons.  Remained  here  until  the  12th  when  we 
were  relieved  by  Co.  K,  116th  Inf.  Moved  2y2  kilometers  to  the  rear  where 
we  went  into  reserve,  remaining  here  until  morning  of  loth,  when  we  went  into 
support  on  hill  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  On  the  morning  of  the 
16th  our  company  relieved  Co.  L,  116th  Infantry,  my  platoon  being  on  the 
line,  here  we  dug  in  meeting  with  stubborn  resistance  from  machine  gunners 
and  snipers.  On  the  morning  of  17th  changed  our  position  on  line.  Many 
casualties  from  machine  guns  and  snipers,  killed  a  good  number  of  Boche  dur- 
ing the  day.  Relieved  night  of  the  17th  by  Company  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  110th 
Infantry,  and  went  into  reserve.  Here  we  rested  and  policed  up  equipment 
and  dead  bodies.  On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  we  received  men  from  the  3rd 
platoon  as  it  was  broken  up  and  distributed  among  the  two  remaining  pla- 
toons. 1st  Bn.,  moving  forward  we  went  in  support  just  behind  the  2nd  Bn., 
116th  Inf.  Our  Company  relieving  Co.  K  from  the  front  line.  Here  we  dug 
in  and  stayed  until  22:00  o'clock  when  we  moved  along  the  line  to  our  right. 
Here  we  took  our  final  position  on  the  line.  Spent  the  rest  of  the  time  on 
line,  clearing  woods  of  snipers  and  machine  guns  until  the  morning  of  the 
29th,  when  we  were  relieved  by  company  of  the  114th  Infantry.  We  then 
ma  relied   to   BELLEVILLE. 

1st  Platoon:         SGT.   M.  R.  GILBERT. 

3rd   Platoon:      CPL.  WILLIAM  R.   HAYDEN 

4th    Platoon:      SGT.    KTSTER    H.    ARNOLD. 

Ope  radon   Be  port,  2nd  Platoon,   Co.   A,  116th   Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  October  7th  at  18:00  o'clock  we  left  BOUCHET  WOOD.S 
and  marched  to  SAMOGNEUX,  arriving  here  about  4:00  o'clock,  resting  until 
5:20  when  we  started  over  the  top  in  combat  groups  in  support  of  the  3rd 
Bn.,  116th  Infantry,  with  enemy  artillery  falling  close  behind  us.  This 
platoon  relieving  a  platoon  of  the  3rd  Bn.  when  they  had  reached  their 
first  objective.  Here  we  encountered  several  machine  guns  but  soon  put  the-n 
out  of  commission.  We  then  moved  forward  capturing  a  few  prisoners.  We 
reached  our  normal  objective  at  about  16:00  o'clock.  Our  regiment  being 
unable  to  locate  or  establish  a  line  of  communication  with  the  French  on  our 
right  or  the  11.1th  on  our  left.  We  returned  to  the  RAVINE  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  remaining  over  night.  A  great  deal  of  friendly  artillery,  both  heavy 
and  light,  fell  around  during  the  night.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  we 
found  that  the  French  were  on  our  immediate  right.  At  about  6:00  o'clock 
we  then  fell  back  to  the  side  of  hill,  reformed  our  lines  attacked  and  moved 
forward  enemy  artillery  falling  all  around  us.  At  about  10:30  we  captured  a 
cannon  and  some  prisoners.  About  14:00  o'clock  we  ran  into  several  machine 
gun  nests  but  soon  put  them  out  of  order,  and  reached  our  normal  objective 
about  15:00  o'clock,  when  we  dug  in  for  the  night.  We  spent  the  day  of  the 
10th,  improving  our  trenches.  The  French  still  on  our  right,  protected  by 
combat  patrols,  later  in  the  day  we  connected  up  with  the  115th  Infantry.  On 
the  morning  of  the   11th   we  were  ordered   to  attack.     We  moved  forward  at 
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6:00  o'clock  through  the  woods  arriving  at  edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS  at  about 
11:00  o'clock.  Here  we  waited  for  our  right  to  catch  up  and  were  shelled  by 
enemy  artillery  from  North  and  East.  About  13:30  after  about  half  hour 
artillery  preparation  we  were  ordered  to  advance  across  a  strip  of  cleared 
ground  on  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  we  advanced  to  the  crest  of  hill  where 
we  were  forced  to  halt  on  account  of  enemy  machine  gun  fire.  Here  we  had  a 
number  of  casualties.  At  dark  we  returned  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  and 
established  our  lines  for  the  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th  we  had  sev- 
eral casualties  from  artillery  fire  and  about  11:00  o'clock  we  moved  to  llie 
top  of  the  hill  where  we  remained  until  10:00  P.M.  when  we  were  relieved  by 
K  Co.,  116th  Infantry,  we  then  going  back  in  reserve.  While  in  reserve  this 
platoon  received  men  from  the  4th  platoon,  it  having  been  broken  up. 

On  the  morning  of  the  loth,  we  went  in  support  of  the  2nd  Bn.  on  hill 
overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  at  16:00 
o'clock  this  platoon  relieved  a  platoon  of  L  Company,  116th  Infantry,  North 
of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  where  we  met  stubborn  resistance  from  machine 
guns  and  snipers.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  we  were  ordered  to  move  to 
our  left  and  take  up  a  position  in  the  woods  where  we  encountered  a  number 
of  machine  guns  and  snipers,  having  a  few  casualties.  We  remained  here  dur- 
ing the  day,  being  relieved  by  Co.  G,  116th  Inf.,  during  the  night  of  the  V.th 
this  platoon  going  into  reserve  and  remaining  there  until  the  morning  of  the 
23rd.  When  this  platoon  received  some  men  from  the  3rd  platoon,  it  having 
been  broken  up,  this  platoon  now  going  in  support  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  116th  In- 
fantry, and  remained  there  until  16:00  o'clock  when  we  were  ordered  to  take 
up  a  position  on  our  right  where  we  dug  in  and  held  the  lines  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  09th.  We  were  then  relieved  by  a  Company  of  the  114th  Infantry. 
Then  taking  up  the  march  to   BELLEVILLE. 

2nd    Platoon:      SOT.    MARVIN    H.    SHUMATK, 
3rd    Platoon:      CPL.    WILLIAM    R.    HAYDEN. 
4th    Platoon:      SOT.    KTTSTEB    H.    ARNOLD. 
****** 
Operations  Report,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  A,   110th  Infantry. 

At  18:00  o'clock  the  7th  October  we  left  B0UGHET  WOODS  and  marched 
about  20  kilometers,  to  BAMOGNEXJX,  arriving  here  about  4:00  o'clock  and 
rested.  At  5:30  we  advanced  through  barbed  wire  and  formed  in  combat 
groups  .supporting  the  1st  platoon,  the  4th  platoon  on  our  left,  advancing 
.slowly  under  barrage  from  both  our  and  enemy  artillery,  we  reached  our  first 
objective  and  passed  through  the  3rd  Bn.  Here  we  met  with  resistan-e  from 
machine  guns  and  captured  a  few  prisoners,  almost  reaching  our  normal  ob- 
jective. We  rested  for  the  night  on  the  slope  of  hill  2.y2  kms.  from  the  start. 
I'p  to  now  our  casualties  were  very  slight.  After  being  harassed  all  night  by 
enemy  artillery  fire  and  gas  we  were  counterattacked  but  easily  withstood  the 
attack  and  soon  pushed  forward  again  after  some  resistance  from  machine 
gun  nests,  helping  capture  some  prisoners.  We  then  reached  our  objective  and 
dug  in,  where  we  spent  the  night.  The  next  day  we  also  spent  here  where  we 
received  some  emergency  rations,  both  artillery  played  back  and  forth  over 
our  heads  all  night.  At  6:00  o'clock  the  morning  of  the  11th  we  push  3d  for- 
ward again  to  slope  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  being  tortured  all 
this  while  by  small  shells  from  the  enemy.  At  1:30  our  company  being  com- 
manded to  advance  we  started  through  the  open  ground  on  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM,  advanced  to  the  crest  of  hill  where  we  were  compelled  to  seek  shelter 
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in  shell  holes  from  enemy  artillery  and  machine  guns.  At  dark  we  withdrew 
to  edge  of  woods  where  we  spent  the  night.  Our  eastralties  were  rather  heavy. 
Here  we  received  men  from  the  4th  platoon  which  had  been  broken  up.  We 
spent  the  day  of  the  12th  entrenching  ourselves.  We  were  relieved  on  the 
night  of  the  12th  by  K  Company  of  the  116th.  We  then  went  in  reserve  in 
trenches  2y2  kilometers  to  the  rear,  staying  here  until  morning  of  the  15th 
when  we  started  in  support  of  H  Company  on  hill  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM.  The  enemy  shells  caused  a  good  many  casualties.  We  stayed  here 
until  the  morning  of  the  16th  when  we  relieved  Co.  L,  116th.  In  woods  where 
we  were  stationed  were  maehine  gun  nests  and  snipers.  On  the  morning  of  the 
17th,  we  changed  our  position  on  the  line  capturing  and  killing  several  Boche. 
We  were  relieved  that  night  "and  went  in  support  on  hill  overlooking  MOLLE- 
VILLE FARM.  The  men  were  tired  and  worn  out  by  much  rain  and  bad 
weather.  On  morning  of  the  23rd  the  platoon  was  broken  up  and  distributed 
among  other  platoons. 

3rd    Platoon:      CPL.    WILLIAM   R.    HAYDEN. 

4th  Platoon:     SGT.  KUSTER  H.  ARNOLD. 
****** 

Operations  Report  4th  Platoon,  Company  A,  116th  Infantry. 

At  18:00  o'clock  on  the  7th  of  October  we  left  BOUCHET  WOODS  and 
marched  to  SAMOGNEUX,  arriving  here  at  4:00  o'clock  the  morning  of  the 
8th,  when  we  advanced  through  the  barbed  wire  and  formed  in  combat  groups . 
supporting  the  2nd  platoon,  the  3rd  platoon  on  our  right.  Shells  from  both 
sides  were  hurled  over  our  heads,  some  falling  among  us  as  we  advanced.  We 
reached  our  objective  where  we  passed  companies  of  the  3rd  Bn.,  116th  In 
fantry.  Resistance  was  here  encountered  by  machine  gun  nests  which  we,  with 
help,  soon  routed  taking  some  prisoners.  After  nearly  reaching  our  objective 
we  having  advanced  to  the  ravine  where  we  halted  because  of  no  connection 
with  the  French  on  our  right  and  fell  back  to  slope  of  hill  where  we  spent  the 
night,  under  shelling  and  gas  from  the  enemy,  our  artillery  also  throwing 
some  shells.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  were  counterattacked,  but  held  our 
ground  and  later  pushed  forward  again.  After  resistance  from  machine  gun 
nests  we  finally  reached  our  objective  and  dug  in.  Spent  the  next  day  here 
where  more  emergency  rations  were  brought  up.  On  the  morning  of  the  11th 
we  started  forward  again  being  shelled  by  the  enemy  light  artillery  and 
reached  the  slope  of  hill  overlooking  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  where  we 
stopped  until  13:30,  when  Orders  reached  us  to  advance  over  open  ground  on 
the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Started,  but  only  reached  the  top  of  first  hill 
where  we  had  to  get  in  shell  holes,  out  of  machine  gun  and  artillery  fire  which 
was  too  violent  to  permit  our  advance.  There  was  not  enough  support  from 
our  artillery  and  machine  guns.  At  dark  we  retired  to  edge  of  woods  where 
we  had  several  casualties,  here  the  remaining  part  of  the  platoon  was  broken 
up  and   divided  among  the  other  platoons. 

4th  Platoon :     SGT.  KUSTER  H.  ARNOLD. 


3rd   November,    1918. 
REPORT  OF  RECENT  OPERATIONS,  CO.  B,  116TH  INFANTRY. 

1.  Pursuant  to  field  orders,  1st  Bn.,  116th  Infantry  Commander,  this  com- 
pany moved  from  Bivouac  in  BOUCHET  WOODS  at  18:00  o'clock,  7th 
October,  1918  and  proceeded  to  SAMOGNEUX,  the  jumping  off  position,  76.1 
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—25.3  (VERDUN  B).  Arrived  at  this  position  about  4:00  o'clock  after 
marching  about  26  kilm;  men  were  extremely  weary  and  foot  sore.  At  H  hour 
plus  20  minutes  (5:20)  with  B  Company  on  right  and  A  Company  on  left, 
assaulting  companies;  D  and  C  Companies  in  support,  we  moved  forward  fol- 
lowing the  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Infantry,  at  about  500  meters.  Enemy  artillery 
started  firing  about  5:10,  majority  of  shells  falling  in  our  immediate  rear, 
direction  32  degrees  (magnetic).  Very  few  casualties  up  to  this  time.  Ex- 
ecuted passage  of  lines  with  Companies  of  3rd  Bn.  and  advanced  to  inter- 
mediate objective.  At  this  point  considerable  resistance  was  met  with,  in  the 
shape  of  M.G.  nests  and  guns  resembling  our  37  mm.  firing  from.  BOIS  DE 
BRABANT-s-MEUSE.  Two  37  mm.  guns  were  brought  up  and  proved  very 
effective  against  the  Boche  one-pounders.  The  M.G.  nests  were  taken  with 
their  crews,  Austrians,  with  German  N.C.O.  in  charge;  our  casualties  were 
small.  Trenches  were  encountered  at  point  26.3 — 79.1,  where  we  captured 
many  prisoners  with  little  difficulty,  mainly  Austrians  and  a  few  Germans. 
Advanced  to  normal  objective  taking  several  M.G.  nests  in  the  advance.  Ar- 
rived at  this  point  about  16:00  o'clock.  "We  were  unable  to  locate  and  estab- 
lish liaison  with  the  French  on  the  right  and  the  115th  Infantry  on  the  left. 
About  16:30  o'clock  friendly,  light  and  heavy  artillery,  started  harassing  fire 
near  our  immediate  front,  creeping  backward.  We  fell  back  with  it  and  shot 
one  star  cartridge  but  without  result.  This  fire  kept  up  all  nighl  playing  back 
and  forth.  This  company  returned  with  the  remainder  of  the  Bn.  to  the  high 
ground  overlooking  the  ravine,  where  we  found  in  the  morning  the  French  in 
trenches  on  our  immediate  right;  Not  in  touch  with  the  115th  Inf.  on  our  left. 
About  6  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  were  gassed  (Mustard)  and  count- 
erattacked. Fell  back  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  reformed  our  lines,  attacked  and 
pushed  forward  again  to  normal  objective,  to  the  N.  slope  of  BOIS  MOLLE- 
VILLE;  about  15:00  o'clock  we  dug  in.  Captured  two  large  cannon  aboul 
six  and   eight   inch    with   caterpillar   treads   and    a   dozen   or   so   of   large   heavy 

wagons,  also  ammunition  for  cannon.     The  enemy  apparently   did   not  know 

where  our  lines  were  for  two  soldiers  (Germans)  strolled  into  our  lines,  one 
Without  a  rifle.  Remained  on  this  line  all  next  day,  loih,  improving  our 
trenches.  The  French  lines  still  in  our  rear,  our  right  protected  by  combat 
patrols.      We    connected    up    with    the    lloth     Infantry    late    in    the    afternoon. 

Spent  the  day  of  the  10th  digging  deeper  and  connecting  up  better.  Received 
orders  morning  Of  the  IVh  October  to  attack,  moved  forward  a1  six  o'clock 
thru  gas  laden  woods  wearing  masks.  Arrived  at  edge  of  woods  (KOHNOIN 
BOIS)  about  11:00  o'clock  and  Waited  for  our  rigid  1o  catch  up.  Here  enemy 
artillery  shelled  us  from  the  front  (North)  and  from  the  East.  Received  Q1C8 
sage  from  CO.  to  cross  the  400  meters  of  cleared  ground,  MOLLEVTLTjB 
FARM,  at  1.3:30  o'clock  after  a  half  hour  artillery  preparation  from  lighl 
guns.  Co.  I),  112th  M.C  Bn.,  was  to  cover  our  advance  with  four  M.G.  Tic 
officer  in  command  of  Co.  I),  112th  M.C  Bn.,  st.'ited  that  he  only  had  710  lt<\* 
of  Amm.  Started  the  advance  at  13:30  o'clock,  B  Co.  on  the  left,  A  Co,  ill 
the  center  ,-ind  one  platoon  of  D  Co.,  on  the  right,  C  Co.  in   support.     The  right 

of  our  Bn.  exposed.     Had  advanced  aboul  50  meters  in  the  cleared  ground 

when  enemy  opened  fire  with  M.G.  and  artillery  from  in  front  and  from  right. 
Their  fire  not  effective  until  we  passed  the  crest,  of  the  hill,  where  we  were 
forced  to  get  in  shell  holes.  Ammunition  for  the  M.G.  was  expended  '"•  about 
five  minutes  from  the  start.  We  retired  that,  night  to  the  edge  of  the  BOIS 
BOSSOIS  and  dug  in.  Remained  here  until  night  of  the  18th  when  we  wen- 
relieved  by  Co.   K,  116th  Infantry,  and  went  in  support  in  trenches  at   26\3 
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79.1.  Remained  here  till  seven  £ 'clock  15th  October  when  we  started  in  sup- 
port of  3rd  and  2nd  Bn.  On  hill  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Left 
this  hill  about  23:00  o'clock  and  relieved  Co.  E,  116th  Inf.  in  the  BOIS  DE 
ETRAYES.  Were  counterattacked  in  the  A.M.  but  easily  drove  them  off. 
Ordered  to  attack  and  push  forward  at  9:30  o'clock  16th  October  to  final  ob- 
jective; advanced  about  800  meters  to  objective  and  dug  in.  Killed  about  28 
Boche  in  this  operation  and  took  10  M.Gs.  Snipers  were  very  active  in  woods, 
had  machine  guns  in  trees.  V.  B.  rifle  grenades  proved  very  effective  in  knock- 
ing them  out.  Here  the  enemy  did  not  discover  our  lines,  and  groups  blund- 
ered into  our  lines  frequently,  in  one  case  a  Mess  detail  of  10  Saxons  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  17th  a  platoon  in  close  formation  marched  or  tried  to 
march  thru  us.  Were  relieved  on  the  night  of  the  17th  by  Co.  E,  116th  Inf., 
and  went  in  support  on  hill  26.9 — 81.6.  Remained  here  until  the  morning  of 
the  23rd.  While  here  Company  policed  up  equipment,  dead,  and  carried  Aimn. 
for  trench  mortars.  At  6:15  the  23rd  of  October  started  the  advance  with  the 
second  Bn.,  116th  Inf.  and  met  with  determined  resistance  from  machine  irun 
nests,  whose  crews  had  remained  in  small  dugouts.  Reached  our  objective  and 
dug  in.  Spent  the  24th,  25th,  26th,  27th  and  28th  of  October  straightening 
lines,  digging  trenches,  and  harassing  the  enemy.  Were  relieved  night  of  28th 
October  by  the  114th  Inf.  Company  then  marched  to  BELLEVILLE  and 
rested.  Boche  planes  extremely  active  at  all  times  flying  low  firing  M.G.  at 
lines.  Every  evening  at  dusk  on  the  24,  25,  26,  27  and  28  of  Oct.  one  plain*  fly- 
ing low  circled  our  lines,  dropping  flares. 

E.  W.  MOORING, 
Captain,  116th  Infantry. 
****** 

8    November,    18. 
Report  on  Recent  Operations,  1st  Platoon  Co.  B,  116th  Inf. 

The  company  arrived  at  SAMOGNEUX  about  4:00  o'clock.  At  5:00  this 
platoon  cut  through  the  barbed  wire  and  formed  line  of  combat  groups  at 
foot  of  hill  with  wide  intervals,  4th  platoon  supporting  1st,  2nd  platoon  on  cur 
left.  At  5:20  we  started  the  advance,  enemy  artillery  started  about  5:35  but 
we  suffered  a  very  few  casualties.  Met  no  resistance  up  to  the  first  objective, 
where  we  passed  through  the  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Infantry.  About  100  yards 
after  the  passage  of  lines  several  isolated  machine  gun  nests  were  encount- 
ered, these  were  captured  with  their  crews,  but  we  lost  some  men  in  operation. 
We  still  met  resistance  particularly  in  the  woods  and  captured  about  200 
prisoners  and  passed  by  a  dugout  in  which  there  were  a  number  of  Trench 
Mortars,  grenades,  etc.  About  16:00  o'clock  we  halted  and  were  preparing 
to  dig  trenches.  Shells  coming  from  the  South  began  falling  about  this  time 
100  yards  in  front  of  us  and  gradually  to  fall  near  us,  signals  were  fired 
from  Very  Pistols,  but  they  came  nearer.  The  Platoon  and  company  were 
ordered  to  fall  back  slowly  keeping  about  100  yards  from  the  shells.  We  fell 
back  on  a  hill  and  remained  there  until  in  the  morning.  Our  artillery  shelled 
in  front  of  us  all  night.  About  4:00  o'clock  enemy  artillery  fired  mustard 
gas  shells  about  us,  about  4  men  were  slightly  gassed;  we  had  to  keep  on  our 
gas  masks  for  an  hour  or  so.  Saw  the  French  in  some  trenches  on  our  right 
when  the  fog  raised,  .9  Oct.  18. 

We  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  top  of  hills  where  we  reformed  our  lines 
and  pushed  forward  again  to  the  place  where  we  started  our  trenches  the  night 
before,  8  October  18,  which  was  our  objective.     The  Germans  had  gotten  in 
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these  woods  during  the  night  and  we  had  to  drive  them  out  before  we  reached 
the  objective.  About  3:00  P.M.  we  started  to  dig  in.  We  captured  some 
large  6  and  8  inch  Cannon  and  several  wagons.  About  7:00  P.M.  two  Bochc 
soldiers  walked  into  our  lines  and  we  captured  them. 

10  October  18,  remained  in  this  position  all  day  digging  trenches  deeper 
and  hiding  them  with  brush.  11th  October  IS,  Sgt.  German  in  charge  1st  pla- 
toon, got  wounded  and  Sgt.  Jones  took  command.  Company  got  orders  this 
morning  (11th  October  IS)  to  attack,  starting  at  6:00  o'clock  through  the 
woods.  Woods  being  previously  gassed  we  were  ordered  to  wear  gas  masks, 
went  forward  about  1  kilm  meeting  no  resistance  and  reached  cleared  ground 
where  we  halted  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  just  in 
front  of  us.     Here  enemy  artillery  shelled  us  severely. 

Our  artillery  shelled  the  wooded  hill  across  the  cleared  ground  for  about 
half  hour.  We  moved  forward  at  1:30,  in  line  of  combat  groups.  We  ad- 
vanced about  60  yards  before  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  machine  gun  and 
artillery  coming  from  the  front  and  the  right  hitting,  however,  very  few  men 
all  the  bullets  going  high,  about  250  yards  from  the  edge  of  the  woods  their 
fire  began  to  be  very  accurate  and  many  men  were  wounded,  the  line  then 
took  up  position  in  shell  holes  where  we  remained  some  time. 

We  dropped  back  that  night  11th  to  edge  of  woods  and  dug  in.  We  stayed 
here  improving  trenches  until  night  of  12th  October  18,  when  we  were  re- 
lieved. The  company  then  went  in  support  in  German  trenches  about  two 
Kilms  South  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  The  2nd  Platoon  was  consolidated 
with  the  1st  rdatoon  here.  We  remained  in  these  trenches  until  about  6:00 
o'clock  15  Oct.  18,  on  the  15th  we  advanced  again  and  got  in  the  1  reaches 
that  we  dug  on  the  12th  on  the  same  hill  overlooking  the  cleared  ground  of 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM. 

We  left  the  Trenches  about  11:00  o'clock  and  relieved  the  3rd  and  1th 
platoons  of  Co.  E,  116th  Inf.,  on  the  hill  which  they  took  that  day.  The 
enemy  counterattacked  in  the  morning  but  we  repulsed  them.  We  were  or- 
dered to  go  over  the  top  at  9:30  on  the  morning  of  the  16  October  18,  we  ad- 
vanced about  1000  yards  through  the  woods  meeting  considerable  resistance. 
We  found  about  30  or  40  dead  Germans  and  numerous  machine  guns  and  rifles; 
killed  several  snipers.  We  dug  trenches  along  a  trail  and  had  several  small 
fights  with  the  enemy.  We  remained  liere  until  the  night  of  the  17th  when 
Company  E  relieved  us.  We  returned  to  the  hill  overlooking  MOLLKV I LLB 
FARM  where  we  remained  until  the  morning  of  the  33  October.  Most  of 
the  time  while  here  was  used  up  in  carrying  ammunition,  picking  up  equip- 
ment and  getting  in  the  dead.  We  left  this  hill  at  4:00  on  the  morning  of 
23rd,  crossed  the  Opposite  liill  and  ndvanced  with  the  2nd  Battalion  to  our 
final  objective.  Dug  trenches  and  remained  here  until,  night  of  the  38th 
October  18. 

Groups  of  the  enemy  were  very  near  us  all  the  time  and  we  did  Considerable 
fighting  with  the  rifle  and  hand  grenade.  We  were  relieved  on  the  night  of 
28th  October,  1018,  and  marched,  to  VERDUN. 

Signed         LINWODD  W.  JONES, 

Comdg.   1st  ) Ma toon, 
Co.  R,   110th   Inf. 

DECATUR   TYLER, 
Comdg.  2nd  Platoon. 
Co.    B,    116th    Inf. 
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*  8  Nov.,   18. 

Report  of  Recent  Operation,  2nd  Platoon  Co.  B,  116th  Infantry. 

The  company  arrived  at  SAMOGNEUX  about  4:00  o'clock.  Ai  5:00  thin 
platoon,  with  rest  of  company,  formed  combat  groups  at  bottom  of  hill  with 
a  good  large  distance  between,  3rd  platoon  was  in  support  of  this  platoon, 
with  1st  platoon  on  our  right.  At  5:20  we  advanced.  Enemy  artillery  com- 
menced firing  about  5:10  but  we  suffered  few  casualties  and  met  little  re- 
sistance up  to  the  first  objective,  where  we  passed  through  3rd  Bn.,  116th 
Inf.  Nearly  100  yards  after  we  passed  through  the  lines  several  machine  gun 
nests  were  encountered.  These  were  captured;  lost  a  few  men.  We  met  more 
resistance  in  the  woods  but  we  captured  about  200  Germans.  Shells  fell  about 
us  coming  from  the  South  about  100  yards  and  gradually  came  nearer,  we 
fired  Very  Pistols  but  they  still  came  nearer.  Mustard  gas  shells  were  thrown 
close  about  us  and  we  had  to  wear  our  gas  masks  for  an  hour  or  more,  and 
four  men  were  slightly  gassed. 

We  were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  top  of  hill  where  we  reformed  our  lines 
and  pushed  forward  again  to  the  place  where  we  left  the  night  before  8 
October  18,  which  was  our  objective.  We  captured  some  6  and  8  inch  guns 
and  several  wagons,  etc. 

About  7:30  P.M.  two  Boche  came  through  our  lines  and  were  captured. 
10th  October  18,  we  remained  here  all  day.  Got  orders  on  morning  11th  to 
attack,  starting  about  6:00  o'clock  through  the  woods,  and  woods  having  been 
previously  gassed  we  were  ordered  to  wear  our  masks.  We  advanced  about 
1  Kilm  until  we  came  into  an  opening  called  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  We 
wert  halted  in  the  edge  of  the  woods  and  the  enemy  artillery  shelled  us 
severely. 

Our  artillery  shelled  the -hill  across  the  clearing  for  some  time,  we  moved 
forward  at  1:30  in  line  of  combat  groups,  we  advanced  about  50  yards  when 
the  enemy  opened  fire  with  the  machine  guns  and  artillery  but  the  aim  was 
very  poor  until  we  had  advanced  about  225  yards  and  their  aim  got  accurate. 
We  took  position  in  shell  holes  where  we  remained  sometime.  The  :'nd  pla- 
toon was  then  consolidated  with  the  1st  platoon. 

DECATUR   TYLER, 
Commanding,  2nd  Platoon. 

8  November,   18. 
Report  on  Recent  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Company  B,  116th  Inf. 

The  company  arrived  at  SAMOGNEUX  about  4:00  o'clock  on  morniag  of 
8  October,  1918.  This  platoon  being  in  support  of  2nd  Platoon,  the  1st  Pla- 
toon cut  through  barbed  wire  and  we  formed  line  of  combat  groups  at  foot  of 
hill  with  wide  intervals,  the  4th  platoon  on  our  right.  At  5:20  we  started  the 
advance.  The  enemy  artillery  started  about  5:15  but  very  few  casualties  J 2th 
October  18.  Company  got  orders  to  attack,  starting  at  6:00  through  the 
woods.  Woods  being  previously  gassed,  we  were  ordered  to  wear  gas  masks. 
We  went  forward  about  1  Kilm  and  met  no  resistance  and  reached  cleared 
ground  where  we  halted  in  the  edge  of  the  woods.  Here  enemy  artillery  shel- 
led us. 

The  fourth  platoon  was  consolidated  with  the  3rd  platoon  on  this  date  11th 
October  18.  Our  artillery  shelled  the  wooded  hills  across  the  cleared  ground 
for  about  half  hour  or  more.     We  moved  forward  at  1:30  in  line  of  combat 
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groups.  We  advanced  only  a  short  distance  when  the  enemy  opened  fire  with 
machine  guns  and  artillery,  but  the  bullets  had  little  effect  owing  to  the  high 
range  of  the  Germans,  but  after  we  had  advanced  some  250  yards  the  fire  be- 
came very  accurate  and  we  were  compelled  to  take  position  in  shell  holes.  We> 
dropped  back  that  night  to  edge  of  woods  and  dug  in.  We  stayed  here  until 
morning  of  12th,  when  we  were  relieved.  The  eompany  then  went  in  support 
in  German  trenches  about  5  Kilms  South  of  MOLLEVILLE"  FARM. 

On  the  night  of  the  15th  we  advanced  again  and  got  in  the  trenches  that 
we  dug  on  the  12th  on  the  hill  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  FAEM.  We  left 
the  trenches  about  11:00  and  relieved  the  3rd  and  4th  platoons  of  Company  Er 
116th  Infantry,  on  the  hill  which  they  took  that  day.  The  enemy  counterat- 
tacked in  the  morning  but  we  repulsed  them.  We  were  ordered  co  go  over 
the  top  at  9:30  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  October  IS.  We  advanced  about 
1000  yards  through  the  woods  meeting  a  good  deal  of  resistance.  We  found 
about  30  or  35  dead  Germans  and  numerous  guns  of  all  kinds;  killed  some 
snipers.  We  dug  trenches  along  a  trail  and  had  several  fights  with  the  enemy, 
although  they  were  minor  affairs. 

We  remained  here  until  the  night  of  the  17th  when  Company  E  relieved 
us.  We  returned  to  the  hill  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  FAEM  where  we  re- 
mained until  the  23rd  October  18.  We  carried  ammunition  and  picked  up 
some  equipment  and  looked  after  the  killed  while  here.  We  left  this  hill  on 
the  morning  of  the  23rd  and  crossed  the  opposite  hill  and  advanced  with  the 
2nd  Bn.  to  our  final  objective.  Dug  some  trenches  and  stayed  there  until  we 
moved  the  night  of  28th  October  18.  Some  of  the  enemy  was  near  us  at  all 
times   and   we   had  a   few  small   fights   with   rifles   and   hand   grenades. 

We  were  relieved  on  the  night  of  28  th  October  18,  and   inn  relied  to   VILE 
DUN. 

LOUIS   F.   EUBANK, 

Comdg.  3rd  Platoon. 


9   November,    L8. 
Report   071  Recent   Operations,   4th   Platoon,   Co.  B,   116th   Inf. 

The  company  arrived  at  SAMOGNEUX  about  4:00  o'clock.  At  5:00  this 
platoon  with  rest  of  company,  after  1st  platoon  had  cut  the  barbed  wire  in 
front  of  us,  passed  on  through  and  formed  in  combat  groups  at  fool  of  billy. 
this  platoon  being  in  support  of  1st  platoon  and  the  3rd  platoon  was  ;m  our 
left.  We  advanced  at  5:20.  The  enemy  artillery  commenced  firing  about 
5:10  but  we  HufTera]  few  casualties,  and  met  little  resistance  up  to  the  first 
objective,  where  we  passed  through  the  lines,  several  machine  gUO  nests  vciv 
encountered.  These  were  captured  and  also  a  few  men.  We  met  more  resis- 
tance farther  on  but  succeeded  in  advancing  and  Capturing  about  200  Germans; 
We  had  to  fall  back  on  account  of  shell  fire  from  the  Mouth  that  gradually 
came  nearer,  even  after  we  had  fired  many  signals  from  Very  pistols.  Mustard 
gafl  shells  were  thrown  near  us  and  a  few  of  the  men,  about  four,  were  passed, 
and   we  were  ordered  to  wear  our  gas  masks  for  some  time. 

We  were  or<h'rv<\  to  fall  back  to  top  Of  hill  where  we  reformed  OUT  lines 
and  pushed  forward  again  to  the  place  where  we  left  the  night  before,  which 
was  our  objective.      We  captured  some   large  gUUfl  about   6  or  8   inch   <_nms. 

We  captured  two  Boche  about  7:30  that  came  through  our  lines  we  re- 
mained here  all  day.    Got  orders  on  morning  of  11th  to  attack,  starting  aboul 
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0:00  through  the  woods.     We  advanced  about  1  kilometer  until  we  came  into 
an  opening  called  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.f 

Our  artillery  shelled  the  hill  opposite  the  clearing  in  front  of  U3  for  some 
time.  We  moved  forward  at  1:30  in  line  of  combat  groups.  We  advanced 
some  distance  before  the  enemy  fire  was  effective,  but  after  we  had  advanced 
about  250  yards  their  aim  got  more  accurate.  We  were  compelled  to  take 
position  in  shell  holes.  We  were  consolidated  with  the  3rd  platoon  on  this 
date  11  October  18. 

JOSEPH  H.  DURHAM, 

Comdg.  4th  Tlatoon. 
****** 

OPERATIONS  RETORT,  CO.  C.  116TH  INFANTRY. 

Oct.  Stli  at  daylight  my  platoon  went  over  the  top  in  support  of  A  Co. 
The  advance  continued  until  about  8:30  when  the  assaulting  battalion  was  held 
up  by  machine  gun  fire,  the  supporting  battalion  assisted  the  assaulting  bat- 
talion in  overcoming  this  resistance.  At  9:20  the  supporting  battalion  ex- 
ecuted the  passage  of  lines  and  my  platoon  continued  the  advance  in  support 
of  A  Co.  until  about  15:30  at  which  time  we  reached  the  point  at  which  the 
second  battalion  was  to  execute  the  passage  of  lines.  Our  artillery  was  shelling 
this  point  so  that  it  was  necessary  for  us  to  withdraw.  We  withdrew  to  the 
ravine  about  1000  yards  and  spent  the  night.  The  second  battalion  furnishing 
the   outposts. 

On  Oct.  9th  my  platoon  assisted  the  French  in  repulsing  a  counterattack 
in  RAVINE;  at  about  8:30  continued  the  advance  in  support  of  A  Co.  After 
A  Co.  overcame  some  machine  gun  resistance  at  about  13:00  o'clock,  we  con- 
tinued the  advance  and  reached  objective  at  14:00  o'clock.  Here  my  platoon 
dug  in  and  consolidated  position.  At  18:30  o'clock  I  received  orders  to  move 
my  platoon  on  line  of  outguards  and  protect  B  Co.  left  flank.  This  I  did  at 
once  and  dug  in  for  the  night. 

On  Oct.  10th  remained  in  position  taken  the  night  before.  After  having 
been  relieved  by  the  113th  Inf.  after  dark  when  the  first  battalion  moved  to 
left,  my  platoon  went  in  support  of  Co.  B  and  we  remained  here  for  the  night. 

On  Oct.  11th  at  6:30  my  platoon  started  to  advance  in  support  of  B  Co. 
The  advance  continued  until  B  Co.  reached  the  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM.  Here  the  enemy  barrage  halted  the  advance.  After  thirty  minutes 
light  artillery  preparation,  my  platoon  started  the  advance  across  MOLLE- 
VILLE FARM  in  support  of  B  Co.  At  12:30  we  met  resistance  by  frontal, 
flank  and  enfilade  fire  from  machine  guns.  When  the  assaulting  lines  were 
held  up  I  placed  my  platoon  in  shell  holes  until  it  began  to  get  dark.  At 
this  time  I  received  orders  from  my  company  commander  to  withdraw  my 
platoon  to  edge  of  woods.  This  I  did,  establishing  an  outguard  and  placing 
other  men  in  a  dugout. 

On  Oct.  12th  I  maintained  line  of  outguards  and  with  the  remainder  of  my 
platoon  dug  a  line  of  trenches  to  right  of  B  Co. 

On  Oct.  13th  I  held  this  position  until  21:00  o'clock  at  which  time  my  pla- 
toon was  relieved  by  L  Co.     My  platoon  then  went  to  rear  as  reserve. 

On  Oct.  14th  in  reserve. 

On  Oct.  15th  in  reserve. 

On  Oct.  16th  my  platoon  advanced  as  reserve  in  attack  on  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM.  Advance  started  at  8  o'clock  and  we  arrived  at  our  position  at  edge 
of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  at  9:40  o'clock  and  remained  here  for  the  day. 
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On  Oct.  17  th  my  platoon  relieved  a  unit  of  the  3rd  Bn.  and  connected  with 
the  113th  Infantry. 

On  Oct.  18th  I  held  position  until  17  o'clock  at  which  time  my  platoon  was 
relieved  by  C  Co.,  and  I  went  in  support. 

Oct.  19,  20,  21,  22,  in  support. 

On  Oct.  23rd  my  platoon  advanced  as  support  of  2nd  Bn.  At  6:15  o'clock 
the  advance  started.  At  18  o'clock  I  was  placed  in  command  of  0  Co.  After 
some  reconnaissance  I  placed  the  company  on  the  objective  and  closed  a  gap. 
I  connected  with  D  Co.  on  my  right  and  A  Co.  on  my  left. 

On  Oct.  24th  dug  in  and  held  position. 

On  Oct.  25th  held  same  position  and  repulsed  counterattack  at  17:45 
o  'clock. 

On  Oct.  26th  held  position  until  17:00  o'clock  at  which  time  my  company 
was  relieved  by  A  Co.,  114th  Inf.  I  moved  to  left  about  300  yards  maintain- 
ing connection  with  the  114th  Inf.  and  also  A  Co.,  116th  Inf.  Here  I  organ- 
ized in  two  lines  (a  line  of  observation  and  a  line  of  support)  and  dug  in. 

On  Oct.  27  held  same  position  and  continued  to  dig. 

On  Oct.  28th  held  same  position. 

On  Oct.  29th  relieved  by  A  Co., '114th  Inf.  at  6:45  o'clock  and  marched  to 
BELLEVILLE. 

LOUIS  D.  JOHNSOX, 

2nd  Lieut.,  116th   Inf. 
****** 

Operations  Report,   First  Platoon,  Co.  C,    11  (It It   Inf. 

In  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  7th,   1913,  my   platoon,   with   the  balance  of  Co.  <\ 
116th  Inf.,  commanded  by  1st  Lt.  James  II.   Phillips  left  camp   (place  unknown 
to  me)  to  participate  in  an  engagement  against  the  enemy — Center  of  resis 
lance,  KTRAYE,   FBANCE. 

Having  reached  the  point  where  the  attack  was  to  start  Lt.  Phillips  was 
taken  suddenly  sick,  and  evacuated  to  the  hospital,  which  left  1st  Lt.  Kay 
mond  S.  Jones  in  command  with  2nd  Lt.  Louis  I).  Johnson  next  in  command, 
totaling  only  two  officers  left  in  the  company,  where  I  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  1st  platoon.  At  dawn,  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  8th,  my  platoon,  with 
the  balance  of  Co.  C,  went  over  the  top  in  support  of  Co.  A,  Ll6th  Inf.  The 
advance  continued  until  about  8:00  A.M.  at  which  time  the  Bn.  leading  or 
making  the  assault  was  forced  to  make  a  stand  on  account  of  the  enemy's  ma 
chine  gun   fire. 

With  the  aid  of  the  supporting  battalion  this  resistance  was  soon  over 
come.  At  01  about  9s30  A.M.  the  battalion  in  support  executed  the  passage  of 
lines,  and  my  platoon  continued  the  advance,  still  supporting  Co.  A.  At  or 
about  15:30  we  reached  the  point  which  was  designated  as  the  place  for  the 
2nd  Bn.  to  execute  the  passage  of  lines.  At  that  time  our  artillery  was  shel 
ling  this  point,  to  such  an  extent,  that  we  not  only  had  to  halt,  but  withdrew 
about  1200  yards   in  a   ravine  and  spent  the  night. 

At  about   8:00  A.M.  on   the  morning  of  Oct.  9th  my  platoon,   with   Hie  bal 
ance  of  Co.  C,  assisted  the   French   in  repulsing  a  counterattack,  and  about   &;30 
Continued    the    advance    still    supporting    Co.    A,    reaching    our    objective    at    or 
about  14:30.     Here  we  dug  in  for  the  night. 

Oct.  10 — My  platoon,  with  balance  of  Co.  C,  remained  in  the  same  position 
taften  on  the  previous  night,  after  having  been  relieved  by  the  113th   Infantry. 

Oct.  11 — At  or  about  0:30  A.M.  my  platoon,  with  balance  of  Co,  C,  started 
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to  advance,  supporting  Co.  D.  Nothing  farther  prevented  our  advance  until 
Co.  B  reached  the  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  where  the  enemy's  machine 
gun  fire  was  so  accurate  and  intense  that  we  were  forced  to  halt  for  about  30 
minutes,  during  which  time  our  artillery  was  playing  on  their  line,  then  Ave 
started  another  advance,  B  Co.  still  in  lead  with  my  platoon  in  support.  The 
advance  continued  until  12:30  at  which  time  we  met  a  strong  resistance,  con- 
sisting of  enfilading  machine  gun  fire,  which  forced  us  back  to  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  where  we  dug  in  for  the  night. 

Oct.  12 — My  platoon  maintained  line  of  outguards. 

Oct.  13 — Held  same  position  until  relieved  by  Co.  L,  116th  Inf.,  about  21:00 
at  which  time  my  platoon  with  balance  of  Company  went  to  the  rear  in  re- 
serve. 

Oct.  14  and  15 — Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.  16 — At  or  about  8:00  A.M.  my  platoon,  started  to  advance,  but  still 
in  reserve,  and  arrived  at  our  position  on  the  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM 
— this  about  9:30  A.M.,  where  we  remained  the  balance  of  the  d'xy. 

Oct.  17 — My  platoon,  together  with  balance  of  Co.  C,  relieved  a  company 
of  the  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  IS — Held  above  mentioned  position  until  on  or  about  17:00  o'clock. 
We  were  then  relieved  by  Co.  G,  116th  Inf.,  and  went  in  support. 

Oct.  19,  20,  21,  22— In  support. 

Oct.  23 — Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  casualties,  the  3rd  platoon  was  con- 
solidated with  the  1st,  with  the  undersigned  in  command,  and  started  to  ad- 
vance in  support  of  2nd  Bn.  where  my  platoon,  with  the  balance  of  Co.  was 
placed  on  the  objective,  where  we  remained. 

Oct.  24,  25,  26,  27,  28— Held  same  position. 

Oct.  29 — Relieved  by  unit  of  114th  Infantry  at  6:45  A.M.  and  marched  to 
the  rear  without  accident. 

CARROL  E.  KAY, 
1st  Sgt.,  Co.  C,  116th  Infantry. 
****** 

Operations  Report,  Second  Platoon,  Co.  C,  116th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — This  platoon  went  over  the  top  at  daylight  in  support  of  Co.  A, 
J  16th  Infantry,  and  continued  so  until  8:30  or  9  o'clock  when  the  assaulting 
battalion  was  held  up  by  heavy  machine  gun  fire.  The  supporting  battalion 
then  went  forward  and  assisted  the  assaulting  battalion  in  overcoming  this 
resistance.  On  or  about  9:30  the  supporting  battalion  executed  the  passage 
of  lines  and  my  platoon  continued  the  advance  in  support  of  A  Co.  until  about 
10:30,  at  which  time  we  reached  the  point  where  the  2nd  Bn.  was  to  execute 
the  passage  of  the  lines.  Our  artillery  was  shelling  this  point  so  it  was  neces- 
sary for  us  to  withdraw  and  we  withdrew7  to  the  ravine  about  900  yards  and 
spent   the  night.      The   2nd  battalion  furnishing  the  outpost. 

Oct.  9 — At  or  about  9  o'clock  my  platoon  assisted  the  French  in  repulsing 
2  counterattack  in  the  ravine.  After  the  counterattack  my  platoon  continued 
the  advance  in  support  of  A  Co.  After  A  Co.  had  overcome  some  machine 
gun  fire  about  13  o  'clock  we  continued  the  advance  and  reached  the  objective. 
Here  my  platoon  dug  in.  At  18:00  o'clock  I  received  orders  to  move  my  pla- 
toon on  line  as  outguard  and  protect  B  Co's  left  flank.  After  this  being  done 
my  platoon  dug  in  for  the  night. 

Oct.  10 — Remained  in  position  taken  the  night  before  after  being  relieved 
by  the  113th  Inf.  at  dark  we  moved  to  the  left.     My  platoon  went  in  support 
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of  B  Co.  We  remained  here  for  the  night.  At  or  about  6:30  my  platoon 
started  to  advance  in  support  of  B  Co.  The  advance  continued  until  B  Co. 
reached  the  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Here  we  came  under  hea\y 
artillery  and  machine  gun  fire  which  stopped  the  advance.  After  30  minutes 
artillery  preparation  my  platoon  started  to  advance  across  MOLLEVJLLE 
I'1  ABM  in  support  of  B  Co.  At  12:30  we  met  resistance  by  frontal,  flank  and 
enfilade  fire  from  both  heavy  and  light  machine  guns.  When  the  assaulting 
lines  were  held  up  I  put  my  platoon  in  shell  holes  until  it  began  to  get  dark. 
At  this  time  I  received  orders  to  withdraw  my  platoon  fo  edge  of  wood.  This 
3  did  establishing  an  outguard  and  putting  remainder  of  platoon  in  a  dugout. 
I  maintained  line  of  outguard  and  with  the  remainder  of  platoon  dug  a  line 
of  trenches  on  right  of  B  Co. 

Oct.  13 — Held  this  position  until  21  o'clock  at  which  time  my  platoon  was 
relieved  by  K  Co.     My  platoon  went  to  rear  in  reserve. 

Oct.  14  and  15 — In  reserve. 

Oct.  16 — My  platoon  started  advance  as  reserve  in  MOLLEVILLE  FARM. 
Advance  started  at  8  o'clock  and  arrived  at  our  position  at  9:30  o'clock  at 
edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  and  remained  for  the  day. 

Oct.  17 — My  platoon  relieved  a  unit  of  the  3rd  Bn.  and  connected  with  the 
113th  Infantry  on  our  right. 

Oct.  18 — Held  position  until  17  o'clock  at  which  time  my  platoon  uas  re- 
lieved by  G  Co. 

Oct.  19,  20,  21,  22— In  support. 

Oct.  23 — My  platoon  advanced  in  support  of  2nd  Bn.  at  6:15  o'clock.  On 
this  date  the  2nd  platoon  and  the  4th  platoon  were  made  into  one  platoon  on 
account  of  casualties;  on  or  about  20  o'clock  I  moved  my  platoon  over  to  fche 
objective  and  (dosed  a  gap,  connected  with  1)  Co.  on  my  right  and  with  1st 
platoon   on   my   left. 

Oct.  24 — Dug  in  and  held  position. 

Oct.  2.5 — Held   position.      Repulsed   a   counterattack   at    17:1.". 

Oct.  26 — Held  position  until  17  o'clock  at  which  time  my  platoon  was  re- 
lieved  by  A  Co.,  Tilth  Inf.,  and  my  platoon  moved  aboul   300  yards  to  the 

left,  keeping  connection  with  A  Co.,  Tilth  Tnf.,  and  also  1st  platoon  on  my 
left.  Here  I  had  two  lines:  line  of  observation  and  line  of  rapport:  and 
dug  in. 

Oct.  27 — Held   same  position   and   continued   to  dig  in. 

Oct.  28 — I  held  same  position. 

Oct.  £.9— Relieved  by  A  Co.,  1 1  1th  Inf.  Moved  to  BELLEVILLE  on  the 
outskirts  of  VERDUN. 

JOE   V.  I'RUTTT, 
Sgt.,  Co.  (',   llGtl,    Infmnry. 


Operations  Report,  Third  platoon,  Co,  (',  t!6th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — My   platoon    at.   daylight    went    over   the   top    in    support    to    the    1st 

platoon  of  Company  0.  We  continued  our  advance  till  aboul  S:.'50  o'clock 
when  the  assaulting  battalion,  being  held  up  by  machine  gun  fir",  the  support 
ing  battalion  assisted  the  assaulting  battalion  in  overcoming  the  resistance.  On 
or  about  9:30  the  supporting  battalion  changed  lines  and  my  platoon  continued 
in  support  of  the  1st  platoon  of  C  Co.  until  about  4:20,  at  which  point  the  2nd 
Bn    was  executing  the  passage  of  lines.   Our  artillery  was  shelling  this  point  and 
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it  was  necessary  for  us  to  withdraw  for  about  700  yards  to  a  ravine  where  we 
spent  the  night,  2nd  Bn.  forming  the  outpost. 

Oct.  9 — My  platoon  assisted  the  1st  platoon  in  repulsing  counterattack. 
We  continued  our  advance  in  support  of  the  1st  Platoon  till  about  8  o'clock. 
The  assaulting  line  met  some  machine  gun  resistance  at  1:30.  We  continued 
to  advance.  Beached  objective  and  dug  in.  Owing  to  casualties  my  platoon 
was  consolidated  with  the  1st  Platoon. 

RUFUS  W.  FOSTER, 
Sgt.  Co.  C,  116th  Infantry. 


Operations  Beport,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  C,  116th  Infamrtj. 

Oct.  8 — At  daylight  my  platoon  went  over  the  top  in  support  of  the  2nd 
platoon.  The  advance  continued  until  about  8:30  when  the  advancing  battalion 
was  held  up  by  machine  gun  fire.  The  supporting  battalion  assisted  the  ad- 
\ancing  battalion  in  overcoming  the  resistance.  At  9:20,  after  this  resis- 
tance had  been  overcome,  the  advancing  battalion  executed  the  crossing  of 
lines  and  my  platoon  continued  to  advance  in  support  of  the  2nd  platoon  until 
about  12:00,  at  which  time  we  reached  the  place  the  2nd  Bn.  was  executing 
the  passage  of  lines.  Our  artillery  was  shelling  this  point  and  we  were  forced 
to  withdraw.  We  withdrew  about  1000  yards  to  a  ravine  where  we  spent  the 
night. 

Oct.  9 — At  about  8:00  o'clock,  after  the  advancing  battalion  had  over- 
come some  machine  gun  resistance,  my  platoon  again  advanced  in  support  of 
urn!  platoon,  and  reached  the  objective  about  14:00;  here  my  platoon  con- 
solidated positions.  At  18:30  o'clock  I  received  orders  to  move  my  platoon 
to  the  left  to  protect  B  Go's  left  flank,  which  I  did  and  remained  there  for 
the  night. 

Oct.  10 — After  being  relieved  by  the  113th  Inf.  after  dark,  when  the  1st 
Bn.  moved  to  the  left,  my  platoon  again  went  in  support  of  the  2nd  platoon 
a imI  remained  for  the  night. 

Oct.  11 — At  about  6:30  my  platoon  again  started  to  advance  in  support 
of  the  2nd  platoon.  The  advance  continued  until  B  Co.  reached  the  edge  of 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Here  the  enemy  barrage  halted  our  advance.  Aftei 
30  minutes  light  artillery  preparation  my  platoon  again  started  the  advance 
across  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  in  support  of  2nd  Platoon.  At  12:20  we  met 
resistance  by  front,  flank  and  enfilade  fire  from  both  light  and  heavy  machine 
guns.  When  the  assaulting  lines  were  held  up  I  placed  my  platoon  in  shell 
holes  until  it  began  to  get  dark.  At  this  time,  after  outguards  were  estab- 
lished by  the  2nd  Platoon,  I  received  orders  from  my  company  commander  to 
withdraw   my   platoon.     T   then   placed  my  men   in  a  dugout. 

Oct.  12 — Outguards  were  maintaianed  by  the  2nd  platoon  and  my  platoon 
assisted  in  digging  a  line  of  trenches  to  the  right  of  B  Co. 

Oct.  IS — Held  this  position  until  21:00  o'clock  at  which  time  my  platoon 
was  relieved  by  K  Co.     My  platoon  then  went  to  rear  in  reserve. 

Oct.  14  and  15 — In  reserve. 

Oct,  16 — My  platoon  advanced  as  reserve  in  attack  in  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM.  The  attack  started  at  8:00  o'clock  and  objective  was  reached  at 
S> :  10  at  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.     Here  we  remained  fcr  the  day. 

Oct.  17 — Platoon  Commander  was  taken  to  hospital  and  I,  being  senior 
N.C.O.,  took  charge  of  platoon  still  in  support  of  2nd  Platoon. 
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Oct.  18 — Held  position  until  17:00  o'clock  at  which  time  my  platoon  was 
relieved  by  G  Co.,  and  went  into  support. 

Oct.  19,  20,  21,  22 — In  support. 

Oct.  23 — On  account  of  so  many  casualties  and  shortage  of  men  my  pla- 
toon was  consolidated  with  2nd  platoon  and  advanced  in  support  of  2nd  Bn. 

HENRY  W.  SCARCE. 

Cpl.,  Co.  C,  110th  Inf. 

****** 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  CO.  D,  116TH  INFANTRY. 

October  7th— Co.  D,  1st  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  at  17:30  o'clock  marched  from 
BOIS  BOUCHET,  near  GERMONVILLE  to  a  point  on  road  between  SAMOG- 
NEUX  and  BRABANT  about  22  kilometers  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in 
an  attack  against  German  forces  occupying  territory  in  that  vicinity;  arriv- 
ing in  that  position  at  about  4  o'clock  8  Oct.  18. 

October  8th — The  attack  was  started  at  5:15  o'clock,  prepared  by  artillery. 
The  French  troops  on  our  right  and  the  115th  Infantry  on  our  left,  the  at- 
tack being  launched  with  the  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Infantry,  in  the  first  line,  the 
1st  Bn.  in  second  and  support  and  the  3rd  Bn.  in  reserve.  General  direction 
being  North,  between  points  25  and  26.  The  advance  to  the  intermediate  ob- 
jective was  reached  with  but  little  resistance,  most  of  which  was  enemy  ma- 
chine gun  nests.  A  passage  of  line  was  to  be  made  at  intermediate  objective 
by  our  Bn.  but  was  delayed  on  account  of  enemy  machine  guns  to  our  front 
and  left.  After  a  period  of  about  two  hoars  the  enemy  machine  guns  were 
wiped  out  and  the  passage  of  lines  took  place,  which  put  the  1st  Bn.  in  the 
front  line  and  progress  was  made  for  the  balance  of  day  towards  normal  ob- 
jective until  darkness  overtook  us  in  RAVINE  WALONSEVAUX  at  which 
place  dugouts  were  found  for  the  night. 

Oct.  9th  and  10 — Gains  were  made  through  this  period  to  about  the  center 
o£  BOIS  BOSSOIS. 

October  11th — Enemy  machine  gun  nests  were  encountered  and  were  com- 
pelled to  clear  woods  of  these  obstacles,  resistance  of  enemy  becoming  more 
pronounced.  In  the  afternoon  the  Bn.  made  an  attack  on  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM,  in  an  attempt  to  cross  open  ground  to  woods  beyond.  After  four 
hours  battle  were  forced  to  retire  to  hill  of  BOIS  BOSSOIS,  on  account  of 
desperate  and  very  heavy  resistance  by  machine  guns  of  enemy. 

October  12th — Were  relieved  by  3rd  Bn.  And  took  reserve  position  near 
RAVINE  DE  BOURVAUX  until  eight  0  'clock  morning  of  tSth  Oct.  at  which 
time  in  a  fog  another  attack  was  made  by  2nd  Bn.  against  MOLLKVILLE 
FARM  being  on  line  as  of  October  11th.  The  general  situation  remaining 
the  same  until  5:00  o'clock  morning  of  the  23rd  at  which  time  after  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  artillery  preparation  another  attack  was  launched  chang- 
ing the  front  slightly  by  a  turning  movement  to  the  right;  the  corr panics  of 
the  1st  Bn.  to  occupy  holding  positions  and  relieve  companies  on  the  line 
These  objectives  were  reached  and  held  until  properly  relieved  on  night  of  28 
and  29  Oct.  at  which  time  this  organization  was  withrawn  from  the  scene  of 
operations.  On  this  line  numerous  attempts  were  made  to  break  our  lines, 
each  attempt  of  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with  few  casualties  on  our  side. 

It  is  believed  the  enemy  suffered  heavily  in  these  attempts.  At  one  stage 
of  these  attacks  this  organization  practically  annihilated  a  company  of  Ger- 
mans about  20  to  25  yards  from  our  lines  in  full  view.     On  the  extreme  right 
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of  our  sector  the  line  was  lightly  held/and  it  appeared  that  the  counterat- 
tacks were  delivered  at  this  more  frequently  than  at  others.  Each  time  the 
enemy  was  repulsed.  Machine  Guns  were  the  prime  weapon  of  the  enemy, 
tljey  also  used  hand  grenades  and  threw  up  flares  repeatedly.  Shell  holes  were 
used  by  us  and  therefore  protected  us  from  view  of  the  enemy. 

At  another  period  the  supporting  machine  gun  unit  had  barely  700  rounds 
of  ammunition,  an  appeal  on  my  part  to  Bn.  Headquarters  brought  sufficient 
ammunition  to  repel  the  heaviest  counter  offensive  against  that  sector  during 
the  period.  Large  numbers  of  prisoners  and  material  captured  and  found 
during  whole  advance,  some  being  abandoned  by  the  enemy  in  their  hasty 
retreat. 

JAMES  B.  CONKLING. 

Captain,  116th  Infantry. 
****** 

Operations  Report  of  the  1st  and  4th  Platoons,  Co.  D,  116th  Inf. 

At  17:00  o'clock  on  the  7th  of  October,  1918,  Co.  D,  116th  Infantry,  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  James  B.  Conkling,  left  BOIS  BOUCHET,  one 
mile  from  GERMANTOWN  and  marched  to  road  between  SAMOGNEUX  and 
BRABANT,  to  support  3rd  Battalion  which  attacked  the  enemy  forces  at  5 :  15 
o'clock  8  October  18. 

8  October— Report  of  the  1st  and  4th  platoons:  They  were  attached  to 
the  French  outfit  on  the  right  of  the  116th  Inf.  under  the  Command  of  2nd 
Lieut.  Francis  J.  Haeseler,  Co.  D,  116th  Infantry,  through  darkness, 
with  the  exception  of  one  squad,  the  rest  were  lost  from  their  platoon  com- 
mander. After  being  lost  in  charge  of  Sgt.  Wm.  Hobday,  they  rushed  to 
Captain  James  B.  Conkling,  down  at  the  canal  and  reported  thai  they  were 
lost  from  their  commander,  so  Captain  Conkling  ordered  them  to  Regimental 
Hqrs.  and  await  orders  from  their  platoon  commander.  After  being  there 
from  evening  of  the  8th  October  until  the  evening  of  the-dftft  October  they 
received  orders  from  Colonel  Harris,  commanding  the  116th  Infantry,  to  join 
your  organization.  We  were  given  a  runner  to  lead  us  to  the  3rd  Battalion, 
and  that  we  would  get  a  1st  battalion  runner,  to  lead  us  to  our  organization; 
as  there  was  no  runners  there,  we  spent  the  night  and  reported  the  following 
morning  to  the  remainder  of  our  company,  which  at  that  time  were  to  the  left 
of  BOIS  BOSSOIS  October  10th. 

1ST.  SERGEANT,  C.  M.  BOWMAN. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  D,  116th  Infantry. 

At  17:30  October  7th,  1918— Co.  D  left  the  BOIS  BOUCHET  one  mile 
from  GERMONVILLE  and  marched  to  a  point  in  the  road  between  SAMOG- 
NEUX  and  BRABANT  to  support  the  3rd  Bn.  which  was  the  attacking  Bat- 
talion. The  action  began  the  8th  Oct.  at  5:15  and  after  a  brief  artillery 
bombardment  progressed  favorably  until  the  intermediate  objective  was 
reached.  Here  we  were  held  up  by  machine  gun  fire  for  a  period  of  about  two 
hours. 

The  machine  gun  nests  were  reduced,  a  passage  of  lines  took  place  and  we 
pushed  on  toward  the  normal  objective,  but  darkness  overtook  us  in  the 
RAVINE  DE  WALONSEVAUX  and  the  action  stopped.  The  night  was 
spent  in  dugouts. 

The  morning  of  the  9th  proceeded  thru  the  BOIS  BOSSOIS.     Fired  on  bv 
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a  few  machine  guns   which  were  readily  put   out   of  action  and   reached  the 
center  of  the  wood  where  we  remained  making  but  slight  gains  the  Wtli. 

The  morning  of  the  11th  advanced  thru  the  BOSSOIS  BOIS  to  the  edge 
of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Attacked  farm  at  13:30  o'clock  and  made  an  ad- 
vance of  about  200  yards  but  on  account  of  heavy  machine  fire  were  compelled 
to  retire  to  edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS. 

October  12th,  were  relieved  by  the  3rd  Battalion  and  took  up  reserve  posi- 
tion South  of  RAVINE  DE  BOURVAUX.  Oct.  13th,  14th  remained  in  re- 
serve. 

Oct.  15 — Platoon  in  support  of  second  Bn.  and  took  up  position  held  on 
11th  of  Oct.    in  edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS. 

Oct.  16— Moved  from  edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS  to  edge  of  BULTRUY 
BOIS  and  during  the  night  to  a  point  along  narrow  gage  R.R.  at  25-55-82-60. 
This  was  held  until  relieved  by  the  3rd  Bn.,  Oct.  17th. 

From  the  18th  to  the  21st  we  were  in  support  in  BOSSOIS  BOIS.  On  the 
morning  of  22nd  the  Second  Bn.,  attached  1st  Bn.,  took  their  position  by  an 
on  left  into  line  movement  holding  the  ground  gained  by  the  Second  Bn. 

Oct.  23-28 — Situation  remained  the   same. 

CHARLES  H.  GILES, 

2nd    Lieut.,    Infantry. 

0  peat  ions  Report,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  D,  116th  Infantry. 

At  17:30  o'clock  on  the  7th  Oct.,  1918,  Co.  D,  116th  Infantry,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Conkling  left  BOIS  BOUCHET,  one  mile  from  GERMAN- 
TOWN  and  marched  to  road  between  SAMOGNEUX  and  BRABANT  to 
support  3rd  Battalion  which  attacked  the  enemy  forces  at  5:15  o'clock  8th 
Oct. 

Everything  progressed  favorably  until  the  intermediate  objective  was  reached 
at  which  place  we  were  held  up  by  the  enemy  machine  gun  Are  for  about  two 
hours.  The  machine  gun  nests  were  wiped  out  and  B  passage  of  lines  effected  this 
place  and  the  attack  progressed  until  we  reached  the  HA  VINE  WALONSIv 
VAUX,  where  darkness  overtook  us  and  we  rested  in  the  dugouts  for  the  night. 

Oct.  9 — Encountered  several  machine  guns  which  where  successfully  dealt 
with.     Reached   center  of  BOIS  BOSSOIS. 

Oct.  10 — Took   up  position  further  to  the   left. 

Oct.  11— Advanced  through   BOSSOIS  BOIS  fco  edge  of   MOLLEVILLE 

FARM.      Made    attack    across    the    farm    at    LB:30.       Heavy    machine    gun    fire 
compelled  us  to  retire  to  the  woods. 

Oct.  12 — Were  relieved  by  the  Srcl  Battalion  and  took  up  reserve  position 
►South  of  RAVINE  DE  BOURVAUX. 

Oct.  13,  14 — Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.  IS — Took  half  of  I)  Co.  to  front  line  to  ael  as  COmbat  liaison  between 
116th  and   113th  on  our  right.     Returned  to  my  company  at  20:00  o'clock. 

Oct,  jfj — Took  over  the  front  line  and  held  it,  until  the   18th  of  October. 

Oct.    10,  20,  21— In  support. 

Oct.  22 — Second  Bn.  attacked;  First,  Bn,  took  up  position  as  they  vero  un- 
covered by  left  into  line  movement. 

Oct.  23rd  to  28lh+—  Situation  remained  the  same. 

ROBERT  M.  REDYRE, 

1st  Lieut.,   I n I'm n try. 
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I 

Operations  Beport,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  D,  116th  Infantry. 

At  17:00  o'clock  on  the  7th  of  October,  1918,  Company  D,  116th  Infantry, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  James  B.  Conkling  left  BOIS  BOUCHET, 
one  mile  from  GERMONVILLE  and  marched  to  road  between  SAMOGNEUX 
and  BRABANT  to  support  the  third  battalion  which  attacked  the  enemy 
forces  at  5:15  o'clock,  8th  October,  1918. 

8th  October — Report  of  the  Fourth  platoon.  They  were  attached  to  the 
French  outfit  on  the  right  of  the  116th  Infantry  under  the  command  of  2nd 
Lieut.  Francis  J.  Hassler.  Co.  D,  116th  Infantry,  through  darkness  with 
the  exception  of  one  squad,  the  rest  were  lost  from  their  platoon  commanders; 
after  being  lost  in  charge  of  William  Hobday,  they  rushed  to  Captain  James. 
B.  Conkling  down  at  the  canal  and  reported  that  they  were  lost  from  their 
commander,  so  Captain  Conkling  ordered  them  to  Regimental  Headquarters 
to  await  orders  from  their  platoon  commander;  after  being  there  from  the 
evening  of  the  8th  of  October  until  the  evening  of  the  9th  October  they  re- 
ceived orders  from  Col.  Harris,  Commanding  116th  Infantry,  to  join  their 
organizations.  We  were  given  a  runner  to  lead  us  to  the  3rd  battalion,  where 
we  were  first  to  get  battalion  runner  to  lead  us  to  our  organization,  but  there 
were  no  runners  there  so  we  spent  the  night  and  reported  the  following  morn- 
ing to  the  remainder  of  our  company,  which  at  that  time  were  to  the  left  of 
BOIS  BOSSOIS,   October  10th. 

The  first  and  fourth  platoons  consolidated  with  the  second  and  third  and 
made  two  platoons  in  command  of  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Giles  and  Lieuten- 
ant Robert  M.  Redyke. 

Through  error  of  operation  report  that  left,  the  report  consisted  of  the 
first  and  fourth  platoon. 

1ST  CLASS  PVT.,  LESTER  MANK. 

****** 

Report  Covering  Recent  Operations  of  The  Second  Battalion,  11  6th  Inf. 

1.  In  compliance  with  Instructions  No.  12,  Headquarters  29th  Div.,  A.E.F., 
dated  31  October  18,  the  following  report  is  made  of  the  recent  operations  of 
this  Battalion. 

2.  18:00  o'clock,  7  October  18,  struck  shelter  tents  and  left  BOIS  BOU- 
CHET,  pt.  20.04—66.08  and  marched  to  its  position  East  of  the  MEUSE  via 
CHiNRNY  to  its  position  in  the  CANAL  DE  L'EST,  400  meters  South  of 
SAMOGNEUX  near  pt.  25.5—75.4,  arriving  there  at  4:20  A.M.,  S  October  18. 
At  5:00  A.M.  it  moved  to  the  attack  as  the  third  line  battalion.  At  9:30 
o  'clock  in  compliance  with  orders  it  executed  a  passage  of  lines,  becoming  the 
support  battalion  of  the  116th  Infantry  at  the  intermediate  objective  near  pt. 
26.5 — 5.79.  It  supported  the  first  line  battalion  until  its  arrival  at  the  normal 
objective  South  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  near  pt.  25.5—81.7  at  or  about 
6:00  P.M.  This  position  was  subjected  to  intense  friendly  artillery  Larrage 
lor  a  period  of  about  two  hours,  it  being  necessary  for  the  1st  Battalion  to 
withdraw  and  this  Battalion  to  support  it,  North  of  BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S- 
MEUSE.  During  this  afternoon  and  night  the  French  troops  on  our  right 
had  been  driven  back  about  400  meters  South  of  ORMONT  FARM.  During 
the  night  through  liaison  with  the  French,  we  were  informed  that  they  would 
launch  an  attack  against  ORMONT  FARM  at  5:00  A.M.  At  about  5:30 
A.M.  this  Battalion  was  counterattacked  on  its  right  flank,  near  pt,  26.6 — 
S0.2  with  result  that  enemy  was  driven  off  with  heavy  losses  in  the  RAVINE 
BOURVAUX. 
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3.  October  9th.  Attacked  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  1st  Battalion  first 
line;  2nd  Battalion  second  line;  3rd  Battalion  third*  line. 

4.  In  same  formation  October  10th  attacked  BOSSOIS  BOIS.  This  at- 
tack by  1st  Battalion  stopped  by  intense  machine  gun  fire  from  vicinity  of 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM  and  BULTRUY  BOIS.  2nd  Battalion  became  first 
line  battalion;   3rd  Battalion  second  line  and   1st  Battalion  third  line. 

5.  October  11th.  This  Battalion  dug  in  on  the  North  edge  of  BOSSOIS 
BOIS. 

6.  October  12th.     Relieved  by  Third  Battalion. 

7.  October  13th.     In  reserve  in  Southeast  of  BOSSOIS   BOIS 

8.  October  14th.     Same  position. 

9.  October  15th.  Joined  in  the  attack  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  with  the 
objective  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE;  3rd  Battalion  first  line; 
2nd  Battalion  second  line;  1st  Battalion  in  reserve.  Arrived  at  its  objective 
9:35  o'clock. 

10.  October  16th.  Relieved  by  1st  Battalion  at  6:00  A.M.  Occupied  BOIS 
DE  CONSENVOYE  in  support. 

11.  October  17th.  Relieved  1st  Battalion  at  8:00  P.M.  in  the  BOIS  DE 
LA  GRANDE   MONTAGNE,  and  resisted  counterattack  at   19:30  o'clock. 

12.  October  18th.     Same  position. 

13.  October  19th.    Relieved  by  3rd  Battalion. 

14.  October  20th.     In  support  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS. 

15.  October  21st.  In  reserve  near  Northwest  edge  of  BOL4  DE  BRA- 
BANT-S-MEUSE. 

16.  October  22nd.     Same  position. 

17.  October  23rd.  Attacked  as  1st  line  Battalion  due  East  from  BOIS 
DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  to  BOIS  D'ETRAYKS  with  right  of  sector 
Northeast  of  Hill  361.  Company  G  and  a  part  of  Company  H,  the  first  line 
companies,  followed  the  barrage  closely  and  went  on  to  normal  objective. 
Companies  E  and  F,  the  2nd  line  companies,  were  stopped  and  prevented  from 
crossing  the  RAVINE  by  enemy  Infantry  and  machine  «^un  fire  from  the 
\icinity  of  point  26.01 — 82.01.  These  enemy  troops  were  finally  dislodged  by 
our  Infantry,  V.B's  and  machine  gun  fire  and  fled  North  under  our  fire  to 
or  toward  point  26.02 — 82.05.  These  enemy  troops  undoubtedly  came  from 
the  sector  on  our  right.  Companies  E  and  F  were  used  to  connect  up  on  line 
finally  organized  as  objective  with  the  115th.  Tnfantry  at  point:  25.08 — 82.05 
and  by  superior  authority  Co.  D  was  sent  under  guide  from  Co  II  to  take 
position  on  the  latter  Go's.  left. 

18.  The  CO.  Co.  H.,  Lt.  Peters,  personally  supervised  llie  mopping  up  of 
dugouts  and  shelters  in  the  vicinity  of  point  26.0 — 82.04  and  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  this  work  moved  Southeast  when  he  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy 
above  referred  to,  and  was  cut  off  from  his  command.  Heavy  counterattack 
by  enemy  preceded  by  barrage  of  one  hour  and  thirty  five  minutes  on  the 
evening  of  23  October  18  and  5:30  A.M.  24  October  18,  nenr  HILL  361.  Com- 
panies E  and  F  relieved  at  3:00  A.M.,  October  25th,  by  1st  Battalion;  Com- 
panies G  and  II  relieved  the  following  night  by  114th  Infantry . 

10.  October  26th.     Battalion  in  support  BOSSOIS  BOTH. 

20.  October  27th.    Battalion  in  reserve  Northwest  edge  of  30IS  DE  BRA 
BANT-S-MEUSE. 

21.  October  28th.  At  17:30  o'clock  Battalion  relieved  by  79th  Division 
?.nd  marched  to  FAUBOURG  DE  PAVE,  North  of  VERDUN. 
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22.  October  29th.  Embussed  at  GfcORIEUX  for  COMBLES.  Arrived 
there  3:30  A.M.  October  '30th. 

23.  During  these  operations  the  Battalion,  the  personnel  of  which  fought 
with  great  gallantry,  sustained,  in  killed  1  Officer  and  46  men;  in  wounded  7 
Officers  and  286  men.     There  were  32  enlisted  men  missing. 

24.  During  all  its  operations  the  Battalion  was  supported  Ivy  the  116th 
Infantry  Machine  Gun  Co.  This  organization  measured  up  to  the  very  highest 
standard  of  efficiency  and  materially  aided  the  advance  of  my  battalion,  and 
relieved  it  of  serious  positions  at  the  moment  of  counterattack  by  the  enemy. 
Captain  Joseph  P.  Ast,  and  the  officers  and  men  who  served  under  him  during 
this  engagement  possesses  my  highest  admiration  and  respect.  I  have  never 
seen  a  more  efficient  organization. 

25.  With  one  exception  (and  this  officer  was  sent  before  an  Efficiency 
Board)  the  officers  of  this  Battalion  exhibited  courage  and  ability  to  com- 
mand. Owing  to  the  absence  of  officers  at  school  and  on  other  details,  sub- 
sequent to  October  9th  there  were  only  three  line  officers  with  the  companies. 
Companies  F  and  G  were,  respectively,  well  handled  by  sergeants  W.  C.  Price 
and  W.  B.  Davis. 

26.  Chaplain  Bulls  of  the  116th  Infantry  lost  his  life  advancing  with  the 
first  line  companies  on  October  23rd  18  in  the  attack  upon  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM. 

27.  The  Medical  and  Sanitary  troops  attached  to  this  Battalion  behaved 
magnificiently  throughout  its  operation  and  lent  valuable  aid. 

28.  The  work  of  the  band  of  the  116th  Infantry  in  evacuating  wounded 
was  of  the  highest  order. 

29.  In  spite  of  the  many  difficulties  and  constant  loss  of  life,  and  injury 
to  property  the  matters  of  food  and  supplies  were  well  handled. 

S.  GARDNER  WALLER, 

Major,  Comdg. 
****** 

OPERATION  REPORT,  CO.  E,  116TH  INFANTRY. 

On  October  8th  this  company  was  in  reserve  until  the  intermediate  ob- 
jective was  reached,  when  it  went  into  support.  It  remained  in  support  until 
the  10th,  when  it  was  ordered  to  the  left  to  fill  a  gap  in  the  front  line  be- 
tween 115th  and  116th  Infantry.  On  the  11th  this  company  was  moved  to 
the  right  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS,  to  fill  gap  between  the  113th  and  1 16th  In- 
fantry, in  support  of  Third  Battalion.  Remained  in  this  position  until  the 
morning  of  the  13th  when  it  was  withdrawn  into  support  in  BOSSOIS  BOIS, 
where  it  dug  in  and  remained  until  the  night  of  the  14th,  when  it  returned  to 
BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE.  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  crossed  the 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing  in  support  of  the  Third  Battalion,  becoming 
a  part  of  the  front  line,  digging  in  in  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE.  On  the  16th,  being  relieved,  returned  to  BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S- 
MEUSE  and  on  the  same  day  moved  to  point  24.8 — 81.2,  in  support  of  attack 
cf  the  115th  Infantry.  On  the  17th  relieved  the  115th  Infantry,  in  the  BOIS 
DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  and  on  the  19th  returned  to  reserve  near 
point  25.1 — 79.2,  where  it  remained  until  the  23rd,  when  it  entered  the  BOIS 
DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  and  constituted  a  part  of  the  assault  wave  in 
the  direction  of  BOIS  D'ETRAYES.  Objective  having  been  reached  remained 
in  line  organizing  and  consolidating  until  the  morning  of  October  25th,  when 
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relieved  by  the  Third  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  this  company  returning  to  re- 
serve area  and  remaining  until  the  Division  was  relieved  on  the  29  October  18. 

ROLAND  THORP, 
Captain,   116th   Infantry. 

****** 

Operation  Report,  First  Platoon,   Co.  E,  116th  Infantry 

On  October  8th,  1918,  the  2nd  Bn.  was  in  reserve  of  the  116th  Infantry, 
Company  E  in  support  of  2nd  Battalion;  and  the  1st  Platoon  Co.  E,  was  in  the 
second   wave.     Were  to  be   three  hundred  meters  in  rear  of   assaulting   Bat- 
talion but  enemy  creeping  barrage  forced  us  to  push  ahead  thereby  reducing 
distance  between  reserve  battalion  and  support  battalion.     The  H.  E.   caused 
the  first  platoon  one  casualty,  it  being  the  sergeant  of  the  platoon,   thereby 
making  the  second  sergeant  in  command;   reached  the  intermediate  objective 
then   went  into  support.     First   Platoon   ordered   to   make  liaison   with    115th 
Infantry  on  our  left,  but  found  the  Third  Battalion,   116th  Infantry,  there, 
so  kept  liaison  with  them.     Remained  in  support  digging  in  until  relieved  by 
U3th  Infantry.     On  the  ,10th  October  ordered  to  fill  a  gap  in  front  line  be- 
tween 115th  and  116th  Infantry,  on  11th  October  this  Company  was  moved  to 
the  right  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS  to  fill  gap  between  115th  and  116th  Infantry  in 
support  of  Third  Battalion,   116th  Infantry;   remained   in  this   position   until 
morning  of  13th  Oct.  when  it  was  withdrawn  into  support  in  BOSSOIS  BOIS; 
dug  in,  first  Platoon  in  liaison  with  Company  G,  116th  Infantry  on  our  right 
and  remained  until  night  of  14th  Oct.  when   it  returned  to  BOIS  DE  BRA-. 
BANT-S-MEUSE.     On  the  morning  of  15th  Oct.  crossed  the  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM  clearing  in  support  of  first   battalion,  becoming  a  part  of  the  front 
line.     First  Platoon  lost  but,  by  aid  of  compass,  getting  into  line  with  rest  of 
Company  at  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.     First  Platoon  ordered  to  left  to  keep  in 
touch  with  the  Company  there,  reaching  the  point   designated  ordered  by  Bat- 
talion Commander  to  move  to  right  to  connect  up  with  right  but  was  held  up 
by  machine  gun  fire,  receiving  casualties.     Flanking  movcm  jnts  by   first    pla- 
toon  destroyed   machine   gun   nests   and   netting   many   prisoners,    also    getting 
in    touch    with    rest    of   Company,    dug    jn    in    BOIS    DE    LA    GRANDS    MON- 
TAGNE  and  on  19th  Oct.  returned   to   reserve   near   point    25  J      79.:!   where  it 
remained  until  23rd  Oct.  when  it  entered   Die  BOIS   DE  LA   GRANDE   MOX 
TAGNE   and   constituted    a   part   of   the   assault    wave   in    direction    of    BOIS 
IVETRAYES.      First   platoon   held   up  by  machine   gun    fire   which    was   over- 
come to  a  certain  extent.     Objective   being  reached,   line   of  resistance   was 
formed.     The  platoons  of  the  company  organized  into  two  platoons,  holding 

the  organized  line,  which  was  held  until  relieved  by  Third  Battalion,  116th 
Infantry,  returning  to  reserve,  remaining  there  until  the  Division  was  re- 
lieved, 29th  October,  1918. 

J.  J.  MEZOFlf, 

1st.   8gt. 

Opera! inn    BepOTt,  Second   Platoon,  Co.   K,    116th  Infanlrij. 

2nd  Bn.  was  in  reserve  of  the  116th  Infantry,  Company  E3  was  in  support 
of  2nd  Battalion.  2nd  Platoon  in  second  wave  of  reserve;  were  ;•)  be  in  rear 
three  hundred  meters  of  assaulting  battalion,  but  enemy  creeping  barrage 
forced  us  to  push  ahead  thereby  reducing  distance  between  reserve  and  sup- 
port   Battalion.      The    II.    E.    causing    us    two    casualties;    readied    the    inter- 
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mediate  objective.  The  evening  of  the  first  day  one  gas  Non-Coin,  a  casualty. 
Second  Platoon  went  into  support  and  remained  in  support  until  relieved  by 
113th  Infantry  on  10th  Oct.  On  10th  ordered  this  company  moved  to  right 
of  BOSSOIS  BOIS  to  fill  gap  and  be  in  support  of  third  Battalion,  dug  in 
and  remained  until  night  of  14th  Oct.  when  returned  to  BOIS  DE  LA  BRA- 
BANT-S-MEUSE. 

On  the  morning  of  15th  October  crossed  the  MOLLEVILLE  clearing  in 
support  of  First  Battalion  becoming  a  part  of  front  line.  The  Second  Pla- 
toon was  held  up  by  machine  gun  fire  but  overcame  them  by  automatics  and 
bombs.  In  touch  with  rest  of  Company  digging  in  at  BOIS  DE  LA.  GRANDE 
MONTAGNE.  On  16th  Oct.,  being  relieved,  returned  to  BOIS  DE  BRA- 
BANT-S-MEUSE,  and  on  the  same  day  moved  to  point  24.8—81.2  in  support 
of  attack  of  115th  Infantry.'  On  17th  Oct.  relieved  by  115th  Infantry  at 
BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  and  on  19th  Oct.  returned  to  reserve 
near  point  25.1—79.2  where  it  remained  until  23rd  Oct.,  when  it  entered  BOIS 
DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  and  constituted  a  part  of  assault  wave  in 
direction  of  BOIS  D'ETRAYES.  The  Second  Platoon  advance  was  checked 
by  severe  machine  gun  fire,  objective  being  reached,  by  first  wave  of  assault- 
ing companies;  the  platoon  joined  rest  of  company  reorganizing  and  digging 
in  on  line  of  resistance;  remained  until  25th  when  relieved  by  Third  Battalion, 
116th  Infantry,  returned  to  reserve  until  the  division  was  relieved,  29  October 
IS. 

****** 

Report  of  Operation,  Third  Platoon,  Co.  E,  116th  Infantry. 

8th  October,  the  2nd  Bn.  was  in  reserve  of  the  116th  Infantry,  Company 
E  in  support  of  Second  Battalion  and  Third  Platoon,  Co.  E,  was  in  second 
nave  of  reserve,  also  in  rear  of  first  wave  of  Company  E  were  to  "be  three 
hundred  meters  in  rear  of  assaulting  Battalion,  but  enemy  creeping  barrage 
forced   us  to  push   ahead  thereby  reducing  the   distance  between  the   reserve 
and  support  Battalion.     The  H.  E.  caused  this  platoon  three  casualties ;  reach- 
ing intermediate  objective  then  went  into  support;   remained  in  support  dig- 
ging in,  remaining  until  relieved  by  113th  Infantry.     On  Oct.  10th  ordered  to 
fill  gap  between  115th  and  116th  Infantry;   Oct.  11  remaining  in  support  of 
third  Battalion;   dug  in  and  remained  in  this  position  until  morning  of  13th 
Oct.  when  it  was  withdrawn  into  support  in  BOSSOIS  BOIS;   dug  in  and  re- 
mained until  night  of  14th  Oct.  when  returned  to  BOIS   DE  BRABANT-S- 
MEUSE.    On  the  morning  of  15th  Oct.  crossed  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing 
in  support  of  first  Battalion,  becoming  a  part  of  front  line,  lost  contact  with 
Company  L  on  our  right  and  first  and  second  platoons  on  our  left;  was  held 
up  by  machine  gun  fire  but  we  soon  destroyed  them  without  having  any  casual- 
lies  and  advanced  on   and  soon  made  connections  with  first  and  second  pla- 
toons on  our  left,  and  Company  L,  on  our  right;   then  dug  in,  in  BOIS  DE 
LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  on  16th  Oct.  being  relieved  returned  to  BOIS 
DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE  and  on  the  same  day  moved  to  point  24.8 — 81.2  in 
support  of  attack  of  115th  Infantry.     On  17th  being   relieved  by  115th  In- 
fantry, in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE   MONTAGNE,  and  on  the  29th  Oct.  re- 
turned to  reserve  near  point  25.1 — 79.2  where  it  remained  until  23rd  when  it 
entered   BOIS  DE   LA   GRANDE   MONTAGNE,   and   constituted   a  part   of 
assault  wave  in   direction  of  BOIS   D'ETRAYES,  where   third  Platoons   ad- 
vance was  checked  by  machine  gun  fire    which    caused    us    many    casualties. 
That  night  the  platoons  of  the  company  consolidated  forming  a  line  of  resis- 
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tance  and  remaining  until  relieved  by  third  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  re- 
turning to  reserve  and  remained  until  the  Division  was  relieved,  29th  October, 
1918. 


Operation  Report,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  E,  116th  Infantry. 

8th  October  2nd  Battalion  was  in  reserve  of  the  116th  Infantry,  Company 
E  was  in  support  of  Second  Battalion;  fourth  platoon  was  in  second  wave  of 
reserve,  also  in  rear  of  first  wave  of  Company  E;  were  to  be  three  hundred 
meters  in  rear  of  assaulting  Battalion,  but  enemy  creeping  barrage  forced  us 
to. push  ahead  thereby  reducing  the  distance  between  the  reserve  and  support 
Battalions.  The'H.  E.  caused  this  platoon  one  casualty,  reached  the  inter- 
mediate objective,  then  went  into  support,  digging  in  and  remaining  in  sup- 
port until  relieved  by  115th  Infantry.  On  10th  Oct.  ordered  to  fill  gap  be- 
tween 115th  and  116th  Infantry.  Oct.  11th  remaining  in  support  of  third 
Battalion,  digging  in  and  remained  in  this  position  until  the  morning  of  13th 
Oct.  when  it  was  withdrawn  into  support  at  BOSSOIS  BOIS.  Remaining 
until  night  of  14th  Oct.  when  returned  to  BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE. 
On  morning  of  15th  Oct.  crossed  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing  in  sup- 
port of  first  Battalion  becoming  a  pari  of  the  front  line.  The  fourth  platoon 
lost  connection  with  Company  L,  on  right  and  held  up  by  machine  gun  fire, 
but  we  soon  destroyed  them  by  automatic  rifle  fire  and  bombs.  Moved  into 
the  woods  and  joined  the  first  and  second  platoons  held  the  line3  that  night 
having  one  counterattack.  Dug  in,  in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE 
and  on  16th  Oct.  being  relieved  returned  to  BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE 
and  on  same  day  moved  to  point  24.8 — 82.2  in  support  of 'attack  of  115th  In- 
fantry. 

On  17th  Oct.  relieved  the  115th  Infantry  in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE and  on  19th  Oct.  returned  to  reserve  near  point  25.1—70.2  where  it 
remained  until  23rd  Oct.  when  it  entered  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE 
and  constituted  a  part  of  assault  wave  in  direction  of  BOIS  DE  KTRAYES, 
held  up  by  machine  gun  fire,  giving  us  many  casualties.  Platoon  sergeant 
wounded,  platoon  taken  over  by  company  and  was  reorganized  on  line  of  re- 
sistance, remained  there  until  25th  Oct.  when  relieved  by  Third  Battalion, 
116th  Infantry,  returning  to  reserve,  and  remaining  there  until  the  Division 
was  relieved,  on  29th  Oct.,  1918. 

ROLAND   THORP, 
Capt.,    116th    Inf.-n.1ry. 
###### 

OPERATIONS  REPORT,  CO.  F,  11GTTI  IX  FAX  TRY. 

After  sleeping  in  shelter  tents  for  seven  nights  in  ...  .  we  received  or- 
ders to  be  prepared  to  move  by  five  P.M.  We  scarcely  had  time  1o  eat  .sup- 
per and  roll  our  packs  before  we  got  the  order  to  move.  We  fell  in  about 
five-thirty  with  full  equipment,  and  by  six  o'clock  on  Oct.  7th  ue  were  on  our 
way.  After  hiking  to  an  old  town  a  distance  of  about  20  kilometers,  where 
we  stopped  for  the  rest  of  the  night,  which  was  not  very  long.  In  a  short 
time  the  company  was  moved  to  the  bottom  of  a  dry  canal,  which  was  only  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  enemy's  lines.  No  one  except  our  officers  knew  where  we 
were  until  the  order  was  given  to  drop  packs.  About  5:30  on  the  morning  of  the 
8th,  just  as  dawn  was  breaking  the  stillness  was  broken  by  a  terrific  roar. 
1  he  barrage  had  started  to  play  on  the  enemy's  front  line.     After  45  minutes 
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of  firing  on  the  enemy 's  front  line  the  barrage  moved  forward,  followed  by 
the  first  wave,  which  was  composed  of  the  3rd  Bn.,  followed  by  the  1st  Bo.*. 
which  in  turn  was  followed  by  the  Second.  The  company  was  under  heavy 
shell  fire  the  first  day  and  late  that  evening  was  moved  forward  to,  the  line. 
The  sector  we  held  was  next  to  the  French.  At  dawn  the  next  morning,  dur- 
ing a  heavy  fog,  the  enemy  launched  a  counterattack  against  us,  which  was 
repulsed  with  heavy  losses.  We  followed  up  the  attack,  driving  them  back 
all  day.  The  night  of  the  9th  the  company  was  sent  back  for  forty -eight 
hours  rest.  Soon  after  returning  to  the  front  line,  the  morning  of  the  12fkf 
the  company  took  part  in  another  attack  and  after  going  a  short  distance 
encountered  a  strong  machine  gun  nest,  which  after  a  quick  rush  was  de- 
stroyed, taking  three  prisoners.  The  position  taken  by  this  advance  was  in  a 
thick  wood  and  constantly  under  fire  of  snipers  and  machine  guns,  but  was 
maintained  until  the  company  was  relieved  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of 
Oct.    No  report  of  attack  on  BOIS  D'ETKAYES. 

LEWIS  B.   STUMP, 
Sgt.,  Co.  F,  116th  Inf. 

Statement  of  Company  Commander. 

Sergeant  Lewis  B.  Stump  being  the  only  sergeant  who  was  with  the  com- 
pany during  the  entire  period  of  operations,  has  written  up  operations  report 
of  the  company,  also  of  the  First  Platoon,  as  that  was  the  platoon  he  was 
vith  at  the  beginning  of  the  attack. 

Corporal  Henry  E.  Mize  who  was  with  the  Second  Platoon,  has  written  up 
operations  of  it. 

Corporal  Herbert  T.  Williams,  who  was  with  the  Third  Platoon  has  writ- 
ten up  operations  of  it. 

All  officers  and  sergeants  who  commanded  the  company  are  not  present 
with  organization  at  this  time. 

The  company  was  organized  in  three  ■  platoons  at  the  beginning  of  the  at- 
tack. I  was  attached  to  this  company,  but  on  duty  at  Regimental  Headquart- 
ers during  this  period. 

W.  H.  M0TT, 

2nd  Lt.,  110th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  First  Platoon,  Co.  F,  116th  Infantry. 

At  5:30  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  8th  the  First  Platoon  of  F  Company,  after 
a  barrage  of  45  minutes,  started  an  advance  in  line  of  half  platoons.  The 
platoon  was  supporting  the  third  platoon  of  C  Company.  The  advance  was 
made  in  line  of  half  platoons  until  we  reached  a  second  hill  and  there  we 
were  in  such  intense  shell  fire,  we  were  forced  to  deploy  into  combat  groups. 
We  continued  the  advance  in  combat  groups  the  rest  of  the  day.  Late  in  the 
evening  the  assaulting  battalion  reached  their  objective  and  the  Second  Bat- 
talion relieved  the  assaulting  battalion.  The  first  platoon  sent  forward  a 
detachment  of  men  as  scouts  on  a  point,  the  remainder  seeking  safety  from 
shell  fire  in  the  dugouts  which  we  had  driven  them  out  of  that  day.  The  next 
morning  we  were  attacked,  the  scouts  being  driven  back  to  the  line.  The  pla- 
toon was  removed  to  the  support  of  H  Company  where  we  remained  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  That  night,  the  9th,  the  first  platoon  was  sent  back  in 
reserve  to  rest,  where  we  remained  the  following  day  and  nigtit.  The  morn- 
ing of  the  11th  the  First  Platoon  left  the  reserve  to  take  up  a  position  on  the 
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right  of  H  Company,  in  support  of  the  1st  Bn.  We  were  following* a  guide- 
who  didn't  know  just  where  to  go,  and  we  were  halted  in  a  hollow  to  wait 
until  a  patrol  could  find  the  way  for  the  company.  "While  the  patrol  was 
gone  the  1st  Platoon  was  gassed  as  the  hollow  in  which  we  halted  had  been 
gassed  a  short  while  before.  Almost  the  entire  platoon  was  gassed  and  sent 
to  the  hospital,  thus  breaking  up  the  platoon  as  a  unit. 

LEWIS  B.   STUMP, 

Sgt.,  Co.  F,  116th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,   Second  Platoon,   Co.   F,  116th   Inf. 

On  the  morning  of  Oct.  8th  with  the  beginning  of  the  Franco-American 
attack  against  the  strongly  held  enemy  position  on  the  East  bank  of  the 
MEUSE,  the  2nd  Platoon,  having  come  up  with  the  other  unit3  to  a  point  al- 
most on  the  German  lines,  and  after  resting  a  few  hours  in  an  abandoned 
canal,  went  forward  to  the  attack  under  a  fierce  barrage,  advancing  in  a  line 
of  half  platoons  and  later  in  line  of  combat  groups,  followed  the  1st  Bn. 
which  in  turn  followed  the  3rd  Bn. 

The  Platoon,  led  by  Sgt.  Perry,  moved  forward  with  admirable  precision 
and  determination,  despite  the  enemy's  barrage  encountered  on  crossiug  the 
first  ravine,  where  the  enemy's  guns,  some  of  them  so  close  as  to  fire  at  point 
blank  range,  taking  a  considerable  toll  from  some  of  the  units.  Hie  behavior 
of  the  platoon,  under  the  conditions  which  faced  it  spoke  well  for  the  long 
months  of  arduous  training  which  it  had  undergone,  as  well  as  for  the  in- 
dividual spirit  and  courage  displayed  by  the  fighting  men  composing  it.  The 
platoon  bore  a  goodly  portion  of  the  shock  of  the  determined  counterattack 
launched  against  the  2nd  Bn.  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  sharing  in  Hie  dis- 
tinction enjoyed  by  almost  all  units  engaged  in  taking  a  number  of  prisoners. 
Later  in  contact  with  machine  gun  nests,  commendable  coolness  and  braveness 
was  shown  by  the  following  men:  Sgt.  Frank  E.  Huffman,  Cpl.  Roy  M. 
Rader,  Pvt.  Willie  R.  .Smith  (promoted  to  corporal  on  the  field)  and  Private 
Wesley  M.  Goforth. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th-13th,  the  platoon  and  company,  having  already 
feuffered  considerably  in  action  was  subjected  to  severe  gas  attack,  which  so 
depleted  the  organization  that  the  platoon  lost  its  identity  as  B  platoon,  and 
from  that  date  on  was  mixed  with  the  remainder  of  the  company,  which  was 
reduced  to  platoon  size  and  strength. 

HENRY    E.   MiZE, 
Cpl.,  CO.    I'\   116th    Infanlry. 
♦      ##### 
Operation*   Report,  Third  Platoon,  Co.  V,    1  Kit  It  Infantry, 

At  the  zero  hour  of  the  morning  of  Oct.  8th  the  Third  Platoon  was  held  in 
an  old  canal  parallel  to  the  MEtJSE  RIVER.  At  zero  pku  forty-nve  they 
moved  oufon  the  righ1  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  which  was  in  reserve.    They  a  Ivanced 

OS  the  right  flank  of  the  Bn.  in  line  of  half  platoons  for  about,  800  yards, 
when  the  shelling  became  so  severe  that    wo   advanced    from   then   on   in  combat 

groups. 

The  3rd  Bn.  reached  their  objective  about  11:00  o'clock  A.M.,  thereby 
making  the  1st.  Bn.  the  assaulting  battalion  and  the  2nd  Bn.  being  the  sup- 
port, with  the  same  formation  as  before.  The  1st  Bn.  reached  their  objective 
about  4:00  P.M. 'but  had  to  fall  back  on  account  of  our  barrage  falling  short. 
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The  front  line  was  held  by  the  Third  Platoon  the  night  of  the  Sth.  On  the 
morning  of  the  9th  the  enemy  made  a  counterattack  and  we  fell  back  in  sup- 
port of  the  1st  Bn.  where  we  remained  for  the  day  and  night.  The  morning 
of  the  10th,  the  2nd  Bn.  was  in  support.  We  were  in  support  of  Co.  H,  116th 
Inf.,  with  connecting  files  to  H  Company.  We  remained  there  until  about 
8:00  o'clock  the  night  of  the  10th,  then  we  moved  forward  to  take  up  a  posi- 
tion on  the  right  of  H  Co.,  the  company  trying  to  get  to  the  new  position, 
passed  through  a  very  badly  gassed  sector  and  the  majority  of  the  company 
was  gassed,  thereby  leaving  only  about  sixty  available  men  in  the  company, 
thereby  breaking  up  the  platoon.  (This  company  was  divided  into  three  pla- 
toons only). 

HERBERT  T.  WILLIAMS, 

Cpl.,   Co.  F,   116th  Inf. 

****** 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  G,  116TH  INFANTRY. 

Battalion  was  held  in  reserve  in  wood  about  twenty-one  kilometers  behind 
the  lines.  On  the  night  of  the  7th  of  October  at  7:30  P.M.,  the  battalion 
moved  forward  with  full  packs  and  extra  ammunition.  After  an  all  night's 
march  this  battalion  reached  this  position  to  be  taken  for  the  attack  at  4:30 
A.M.,  the  barrage  starting  at  5:00  o'clock.  Zero  hour  was  5:30  A.M.  at 
which  time  the  troops  moved  forward.  The  3rd  Battalion  in  attack,  the  1st 
Battalion  in  support  and  the  2nd  Battalion  in  reserve. 

The  reserve  battalion  advanced '  in  line  of  combat  groups,  meeting  prac- 
tically no  resistance.  The  condition  of  the  terrain  showed  the  effectiveness  of 
our  artillery.  After  advancing  about  three  kilometers  the  first  trenches  were 
encountered,  reinforced  with  numerous  dugouts.  These  were  on  the  brow  of  a 
hill,  and  it  was  here  that  we  ran  into  our  first  enemy  barrage  and  suffered  our 
first  casualties.  We  advanced  through  this  valley  into  a  valley  *nd  up  on  an- 
other hill,  being  shelled  all  the  while.  On  the  reverse  slope  of  this  hill  was 
our  intermediate  objective.  From  this  point  we  advanced  up  to  the  crest  of 
the  next  hill  and  met  with  very  heavy  shell  fire  and  machine  gun  fire  which 
caused  us  to  halt.  Here  we  were  held  up  until  the  machine  gun  nest  was 
taken.  When  this  had  been  accomplished  we  advanced  without  further  casual- 
ties to  the  foot  of  the  hill  and  then  to  the  enemy  trench  line.  After  mopping 
up,  we  proceeded  to  consolidate  our  position  about  14:30  o'clock,  Sth  October, 
establishing  outpost  on  the  densely  wooded  hill  in  front  of  the  German  trenches 
on  which  were  a  system  of  dugouts. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  October  we  successfully  resisted  a  German 
counterattack,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  moved  forward  in  support  of 
First  Battalion  to  the  objective,  where  we  dug  in  and  remained  there  until  the 
12th  October.  On  the  night  of  the  12tli  we  moved  back  in  reserve  where  we 
remained  until  night  of  the  14th  Oct. 

About  4:00  A.M.  on  the  morning  of  15th  October  the  Second  Battalion 
went  to  it's  former  support  position. 

At  8:00  o'clock  morning  of  the  15th  October,  the  Second  Battalion  moved 
forward  in  support  of  the  Third  Battalion.  The  final  objective  of  the  day  was 
the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  and  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  The 
objective  being  located  at  the  crest  of  a  steep  hill,  caused  the  troops  to  advance 
with  no  protection  except  shell  holes  from  machine  gun  fire,  which  was  severe 
and  caused  many  casualties.  The  objective  was  finally  taken  about  16:00 
o'clock  and  the  line  consolidated.     During  the  night  we  were  twice  counter- 


116TH  INFANTRY  247 

attacked,  both  attacks  being  successfully  repulsed  and  with  no  casualties  to  us. 
Early  in  the  morning  of  16th  October  our  Battalion  was  relieved  by  the 
First  Battalion  and  we  went  back  in  reserve.  At  4:00  o'clock  A.M.  of  17th 
we  returned  to  the  front  line  and  there  repulsed  strong  enemy  counterattacks. 
Remained  there  until  relieved  at  20:00  o'clock,  Oct.  19th,  when  we  returned 
to  the  rear  and  were  placed  in  dugouts  and  in  reserve.  Battalion  re- 
mained in  reserve  until  the  morning  of  23rd  October. 

Left  reserve  position  at  4:00  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  93rd  October, 
proceeded  by  REPPE-MALBROUCK  road  to  position  in  BOIS  DE  LA 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  The  Second  Battalion  being  the  assaulting  bat- 
talion, with  G  and  H  Companies  in  advance,  supported  E  and  F  companies. 
The  zero  hour  was  6:15  o'clock.  Our  artillery  barrage  lifted  and  we  advanced 
toward  our  objective  which  was  due  East  about  1650  meters,  laying  just  West 
of  railroad  in  the  ravine  between  HILL  361  and  280  in  the  BOIS  D'ET- 
RAYES.  The  intermediate  objective  being  about  1050  meters  distant.  After 
going  down  hill  and  through  woods  an  open  field  was  encountered  which  was 
swept  by  machine  gun  fire.  This  necessitated  slow  moving  and  we  received  first 
losses  here.  The  advance  was  made  from  shell  holes  to  shell  holes  until  we  reached 
the  woods.  On  reaching  the  edge  of  the  woods  we  captured  20  prisoners  which 
were  in  dugouts.  From  there  on  the  woods  were  very  thick  and  we  advanced 
very  slowly  and  met  with  little  resistance.  We  suffered  a  few  casualties  from 
snipers.  Our  advance  was  also  impeded  by  the  enemy  artillery  shelling,  which  was 
severe.  Arrived  at  final  objective  by  12:00  o'clock.  Our  casualties  were  compara- 
tively light  for  the  reason  that  we  followed  very  closely  under  our  artillery  bar- 
rage. During  the  night  we  were  reinforced  by  Company  D  and  later  on  by  Com- 
pany C.  While  Company  F  of  the  114th  Infantry  connected  up  with  us  the  next 
day.  We  remained  here  from  the  23rd  to  26th  October,  when  we  were  relieved 
by*M  Company,  114th  Infantry,  after  having  successfully  repulsed  three  dis- 
tinct counterattacks.  We  then  went  to  dugouts  in  reserve  remaining  there 
two  days  and  on  the  night  of  the  28th  October  we  were  relieved  and  marched 
back  with  Regiment  to  BELLEVILLE  and  from  there  the  next  day  through 
VERDUN  and  on  to  COMBLES. 

('HAS.   V.   KBEUSE, 
1st  Lieut.,   110th  Infantry. 

Report  of  Operations,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  (i,  116th  Infantry. 

We  were  held  in  reserve  behind  the  line  on  the  7th  of  October,  and  at  ftighl 
moved  forward  to  our  position  for  attack,  our  battalion  being  held  in  reserve. 

Advancing  in  line  of  combat  groups  about  three  kilometers  we  were  met 
with  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  from  which  we  received  many 
casualties.  Despite  this  opposition  we  moved  forward  and  came  across  a 
machine  gun  nest  from  which  a  heavy  fire  was  aimed.  In  order  to  make  fur- 
ther progress  we  captured  the  machine  gun  nest  and  then  went  forward  and 
reached  the  German  trenches  which  we,  consolidated. 

On  the  12th  we  went  back  in  reserve.  On  the  16th  we  moved  forward  in 
support  of  the  third  battalion  reaching  our  objective  and  resisting  several 
German   counterattacks. 

Going  back  to  reserve  on  the  16th  we  returned  to  the  front  line  which  we 
held  against  all  the  counterattacks  of  the  Germans  from  the  17th  to  the   19th. 

We  were  again  held  in  reserve  from  the  SOth  to  the  23rd.     On  the  23rd  we 
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advanced  about  1600  meters  and  advancing  from  shell  hole  to  shell  hole  we 
reached  the  edge  of  the  woods  wjth  few  casualties  only.  The  artillery  lire 
from  the  enemy's  guns  were  very  heavy.  We  held  this  position  until  the  26th 
which  was  our  final  objective.  We  successfully  repulsed  'three  counterattacks 
with  heavy  losses  to  the  enemy.  The  114th  Infantry  connected  up  with  us 
and  the  next  day  we  were  relieved  by  the  same  regiment.  On  the  28th  we  were 
finally  relieved  and  moved  to  the  rear. 

JOHN  E.  GODFREY, 
Corp.,   Co.   G,   116th  Infantry. 
*     *     *      *     *     * 

Beport  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  G,  116th  Infantry. 

On  the  7th  of  October  our  Battalion  was  held  in  reserve  behind  the  lines. 
At  night  we  moved  forward  and  reached  our  position  for  attack  early  the 
next  morning.     Our  battalion  held  in  reserve. 

We  advanced  in  line  of  combat  group  meeting  with  practically  no  resis- 
tance. But  after  advancing  about  three  kilometers  we  were  met  with  heavy  artil- 
lery fire  from  which  we  suffered  our  first  casualties.  We  advanced  through  this 
barrage  to  the  next  hill  where  we  encountered  much  opposition  from  the  Ger- 
man .machine  guns,  which  necessitated  silencing.  This  done  we  went  forward 
reaching  the  German  trenches  and  after  mopping  up  same,  we  proceeded  to 
consolidate. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  successfully  resisted  a  German  counterat- 
tack. The  next  day  we  moved  in  support  of  the  first  battalion  to  our  objective 
where  we  dug  in. 

On  the  12th  we  went  back  in  reserve.  On  the  loth  we  held  The  support 
position  and  moved  forward  in  support  of  the  third  battalion,  reaching  the 
final  objective  at  16:00  o'clock.  During  the  night  two  German  counterattacks 
wore  successfully  repulsed. 

On  the  16th  we  went  back  in  reserve,  returning  to  the  front  line  on  the 
17 ih  and  held  this  position  until  the  19th  against  strong  enemy  counterattacks. 

From  the  20th  to  the  23rd  we  were  held  in  reserve. 

On  the  23rd  we  again  made  an  advance  of  1650  meters,  and  by  taking 
every  available  cover  we  readied  the  edge  of  the  woods  where  we  captured 
twenty  prisoners.  Our  advance  was  necessarily  slow  on  account,  of  the  heavy 
artillery  fire  of  the  enemy.  We  arrived  at  our  objective  about  12:00  o'clock. 
VVe  held  this  position  until  the  26th,  repulsing  three  separate  counterattacks. 
On  the  night  of  the  26th  we  were  relieved  by  the  114th  Infantry,  when  we 
went  back  in  reserve,  being  finally  relieved  on  the  night  of  the  2Sth. 

THOMAS   C.   HA  MILL, 
Corporal,  Co.  G,  116th  Infantry. 

****** 
Beport  of  Operations,  Third  Platoon,  Co.  G,  116th  Infantry. 

We  were  held  in  reserve  behind  the  lines  on  the  7th  of  October,  and  at 
night  moved  forward  to  our  position  for  attack,  our  battalion  being  held  in 
reserve. 

Advancing  in  line  of  combat  groups  about  three  kilometers,  we  were  met 
with  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy  artillery  from  which  we  received  many 
casualties.  Despite  this  opposition  we  moved  forward  and  came  across  a  nest 
of  machine  guns  from  which  a  withering  fire  was  aimed.     This  stayed  our  ad- 
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vance — in  order  to  clean  up  the  nest.  This  finished,  wo  reached  the  Genua n 
trenches  and  proceeded  to  mop  and  consolidate  our  position. 

The  next  day  the  Germans  counterattacked  but  this  was  repulsed. 

On  the  10th  we  moved  in  support  of  the  first  bat  In  lion  and  reaching  our 
objective  we  dug  in. 

From   the  12th  to  the  15th  we   went   back   in  reserve. 

On  the  loth  we  moved  forward  in  support  of  the  third  battalion,  reaching 
our   final   objective,   and   resisting   two    German   counterattacks. 

Going  back  to  reserve  on  the  16th,  we  returned  to  the  front  line  which  we 
held  against  all  the  counterattacks  of  the  Germans  from  the  17th  until  the  l!>th. 

We  were  again  held  in  reserve  from  the  20th  to  the  23rd. 

On  the  23rd  we  advanced  1650  meters,  and  advancing  from  shell  hole  to 
shell  hole  we  reached  the  edge  of  the  woods,  where  we  captured  twenty  Ger- 
mans who  were  in  dugouts.  The  enemy  artillery  fire  was  very  heavy.  Wo 
held  this  position  until  the  26th  which  was  our  final  objective,  after  repulsing 
three  distinct  counterattacks.  The  114th  connected  up  with  us  and  the  next 
day  we  were  relieved  by  the  same  regiment,  going  back  in  reserve.  On  the 
£8th   we   were  relieved   and   moved   behind   the    lines. 

WINSTON    B.    BOLUNG, 
Corporal,   Co.   G,    116th    Infantry. 

'Report   of  Operations,   Fourth   Platoon,   Co.   (',,    116th    Infantry. 

Our  Battalion  was  held  in  reserve  in  the  woods  about  twenty-five  kilo- 
meters behind  the  lines.  On  the  night  of  the  ?th  of  Oct.  our  Battalion  moved 
forward   and   after   ;i    night's    march    reached    our    position    for   attack    at   4:30 

P.M.     At  5:30  the  attack  was  started  by  the  third  battalion,  the  first    ba1 

talion  in  support  and  the  second   in   reserve.    . 

Our   battalion   advanced    in    line   of  combat    groups  and    pract  icallv    met    with 

no  resistance.    We  advanced  about  three  kilometers  and  there  met   with  heavy 

artillery    fire    and    here     we    suffered    our    first     cnsunlt  ies.       Wo    advanced     OH 

through  this  barrage  into  a  valley  and  up  on  a  hill,  the  reverse  side  of  this 
bill  was  our  intermediates  objective!     Prom  this  point    we  advanced   to  the 

next  hill  and  met  with  heavy  shell  and  machine  gun  fire,  which  caused  ns  to 
halt,  and  silence  the  machine  gun  nest.  This  accomplished  we  ml  v, Mined  with- 
out  further   casualties   to   the    foot    of   the    hill    (heme    to    the   enemy's   trenches. 

After  mopping  up  these  trendies  we  proceeded  to  consolidate  our  position. 

On    the    morning   of    the    9th    we    successfully    resisted    a    (iormnn    counter.it 
tack.      On    the   morning   of   the;    Kith    we    advanced    in    support    of    the    first    l.:il 
f.ilion   to  our  objective,   where   we  (\u\^   in    and    remained    there   uiilil   the    /;////   of 
October. 

On  the  night  of  the  IBth  wo  went  back  in  reserve.  On  the  l.)th  the  second 
battalion  resumed  the  support  position,  and  moved  forward  in  support  of  I  ho 
third    battalion.      This   final   objective    was    the    MOLLBVILLH    l'\\  b'M    nnd    the 

BOIfl  DB  f>A  guaxdk  montagn'K    Whilst  making  this  advance  we  met 

with  severe  machine  gun  fire  which  cnused  many  casunlt  ies.  The  objective 
was  reached  -*'t    16:00  o'clock  and   the  line  consolidated.      During  the  night    two 

German  counterattacks  w™  successfully  repulsed,  with  no  casualties  to  our 
organization. 

On  the  16th  we  went  back  in  reserve.  On  the  nth  We  returned  to  the  front 
line  and  there  repulsed  strong  enemy  counterattacks.  We  held  this  position 
until  the  10th  when  we  wen;   relieved   and  held   in   reserve  until  the   'Ji.'hd. 
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On  the  23rd  we  made  a  further  advance  of  1650  meters  at  which  point  we 
were  again  met  with  heavy  machine  gun  fire,  but  taking  advantage  of  the 
shell  holes,  the  only  cover,  we  reached  the  edge  of  the  woods  where  we  took 
twenty  prisoners.  We  suffered  a  few  casualties  from  snipers.  Our  advance 
was  slowed  down  by  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  artillery.  We  arrived 
at  our  objective  about  12:00  o'clock.  Our  casualties  were  comparatively 
slight  owing  to  the  following  up  under  our  artillery  barrage.  During  the  night 
we  were  reinforced  from  other  battalions  and  were  connected  up  the  next  day 
by  the  114th  Infantry.  We  remained  here  from  the  23rd  to  the  26lh  when 
we  were  relieved  by  the  114th  Infantry,  after  successfully  repulsing  three 
counterattacks.  The  next  two  days  we  were  in  reserve  and  on  the  night  of  the 
28th  we  were  relieved. 

A.  P.  GATELY, 

Sgt.,  Co.   G,   116th  Inf. 

****** 

BEPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  H,  116TH  INFANTRY. 

1st  Day  8th  Oct.  Companies  of  battalion  were  in  reserve  during  attack  on 
trtiemy;  attack  was  successful  and  objective  was  reached. 

2nd  Day  9th  Oct.  Morning  counterattack  by  Boche  repulsed  with  losses  to 
enemy;  we  moved  up  to  the  support  and  dug  in  on  night  of  9  Oct. 

3rd  Day  10th  Oct.  Relieved  by  Co.  of  —  Infantry.  We  moved  to  new  posi- 
tion on  left  flank  of  troops  who  relieved  us  and  dug  in  for  the  night. 

4th  Day  11th  Oct.  Moved  to  the  attack  as  support  for  assault  battalion, 
distance  gained  in  assault  about  500  yards.  Dug  in  and  remained  in  posi- 
tion under  heavy  artillery  fire  the  rest  of  night  of  11th  and  12th. 

5th  Day  12th  Oct.  Being  too  close  to  leading  Battalion,  wo  moved  about 
300  yards  to  the  rear  and  established  a  support  position,  relieved  on  night  of 
12th  and  13th,  moved  back  again  and  occupied  dugouts  in  reserve. 

6th  Day  13th  Oct.  No  unusual  movement;  enemy  artillery  active  in  shel- 
ling back  areas;  some  counterattack  work  between  French  and  enemy.  We 
remained  in  reserve. 

7th  Day  14th  Oct.  Remained  in  reserve.  Artillery  active  both  sides  dur- 
ing night  of  14th  Oct.     No  unusual  occurrence  in  infantry  lines. 

8th  Day  15th  Oct.  Moved  in  morning  at  4:00  o'clock  back  to  support  posi- 
tion and  at  8:00  o'clock  went  forward  as  support  of  assault  Battalion;  16:00 
o'clock  moved  whole  company  up  to  strengthen  line  of  assault.  Dug  in  after 
reaching  position  in  line  and  remained  in  position. 

'  9th  Day  16th  Oct.  Morning,  4:00   relieved  by  Co.  of  —  Infantry;  we  moved 
to  rear  and  occupied  dugouts  in  reserve. 

10th  Day  17th  Oct.  4:15  o'clock  moved  forward  and  relieved  section  of 
iront  line;   counterattack  of  enemy  repulsed  with  severe  losses  to  enemy. 

11th  Day  18th  Oct.     Held  position  all  day;  nothing  unusual  occurred. 

12th  Day  19th  Oct.  Relieved  20:00  o'clock  19th  Oct;  moved  to  rear;  oc- 
cupied dugouts  in  reserve. 

13th  Day  20th  Oct.     In  reserve  all  day,  nothing  of  consequence  to  report.. 

14th   Day  21st  Oct.     In  reserve;    artillery  active,  both  sides. 

15th   Day  22nd  Oct.     In   reserve;    day  unusually   quiet. 

I6th  Day  23rd  Oct.  Moved  forward  as  assault  company  in  vigorous  at- 
tack on  enemy;  objective  reached  in  afternoon  on  23rd  Oct.     Casualties  light.. 

17th  Day  24th  Oct.     Relieved;  moved  to  rear  in  reserve. 

18th  Day  25th  Oct.     In  reserve;  nothing  unusual. 
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19th  Day  26th  Oct.  In  reserve;  artillery  active;  both  sides  counter-battery 
work  between  American  and  German  artillery. 

20th  Day  27th  Oct.     In  reserve;  line  very  quiet. 

21st  Day  28th  Oct.  Relieved  17:30  o'clock  on  28th  October  and  moved  to 
rear;    relief    accomplished   without    any    unnecessary    commotion;    reached    on 

morning  of  29th  October,  1918.  ^m™a     tt>  ' 

ANTHONY  F.  PETERS,  JR., 

1st  Lieut.,    116th  Infantry. 
*  '  *     *     *     *     * 
Operations  Eeport,  First  Platoon,  Co.  E,  116th  Infantry. 
Oct.  8— With  company  as  reserve  for  attack,  attacking  troops  reached  their 

objective  and  took  up  position.  , 

Oct   9— A  Boche  counterattack  turned  back,  we  moved  forward  and  dug-in. 
0cU  ^—Kelieved   and  moved  to  left   of   previous  position,   took  up  new 

position  and  dug  in.  **•««« 

Oct    11— Went  forward  with  company  in  support  of  assaulting  Battalion, 

advanced  about  300  yards  and  dug  in  where  we  remained  for  the  rest  of  the 

afternoon  and  night  under  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the  enemy. 

0ct    12— Moved  to  the  rear  a  short  distance  and  again  dug  m.     We  were 

relieved  from  this  position  about  20:00  o'clock,  after   which   we  went  to  the 

rear  in  reserve. 

Oct.  13-14 — Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.  15— Again  went  forward  as  support  for  assaulting  battalion,  and 
reached  our  objective  and  dug  in  for  the  night. 

Oct    xe—Was  relieved  and  sent  to  the  rear  in  reserve. 

Oct  17— Relieved  a  section  of  the  front  line  and  were  attacked  by  the 
enemy;  attack  was  repulsed  with  losses  to  the  enemy  and  we  remained  m  posi- 

tion. 

Oct    18 — Remained  in  our  position  on  front  line. 

0ct[   J9—We  were  relieved   about   20:00   o'clock  and   wont   to  the  rear   in 

reserve. 

Oct.  20 — Remained   in  reserve. 

Oct.  21st  and  22nd— Remained  in  reserve. 

0ct  23— Went  in  to  the  attack  as  part  of  assault  battalion.  We  reached 
our  objective  and  dug  in  for  the  night.  Commander  of  the  1st  Platoon 
wounded.  1st  and  2nd  platoon8  continued  in  action  as  one  platoon  under 
command  of  Sgt.  C.  W.  Breeden. 

0cU  ^—Relieved  and  moved  to  the  rear  in  reserve. 

Oct.  25  and  26th — In  reserve. 

Oct.  27— In  reserve— Lines  very  quiet. 

0ctt  ^—Policed  our  sector  behind  lines  and  were  relieved  at  17:30  o  clock. 

We  then  moved  to  the  rear  to  rest  billets. 

GEORGE  L.  DURHAM, 
Sgt.,  Co.  H,  116th  Infantry, 
CLAUDE  W.  BREEDEN, 
Sgt.,  Co.   H,  116th  Infantry. 
Commanding  Platoon  after  Consolidation. 

Operations  Report,  Second  Platoon,  Co.  H,  116th  Infantry. 
0ctt  s— Went  forward  with  company  as  reserve  for  attacking  troops.    At- 
tack successful,  reached  our  objective  and  took  up  position. 
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Oct.  9 — Morning  a  Boche  counterattack  was  checked  and  we  moved  for- 
ward established  a  line  and  dug  in. 

Oct.  10 — Relieved  in  our  position  by  Co.  H  of  the  —  Inf.  We  moved 
to  the  left  flank  and  took  up  a  new  position  and  dug  in. 

Oct.  11— Was  with  company  in  support  of  assaulting  battalion.  Advanced 
about  300  yards  and  dug  in.  Remained  under  heavy  artillery  fire  from  the 
•enemy  during  the  afternoon  and  night. 

Oct.  12 — Moved  to  the  rear  about  200  yards  and  dug  in.  Remained  in  that 
position  until  we  were  relieved  which  was  at  20:00  o'clock.  We  then  moved 
to  the  rear  and  remained  there  as  reserve. 

Oct.  13th  and  14th — Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.  15th — Went  forward  as  support  for  assault  battalion,  which  reached 
its  objective  and  dug  in  for  the  night. 

Oct.  16 — Was  relieved  and  sent  to  the  rear  in  reserve. 

Oct.  17 — At  dark  we  relieved  a  section  of  the  front  line  and  were  counter- 
attacked by  the  enemy  which  was  repulsed  and  we  remained  in  position. 

Oct.   18 — Remained   in  position  in  front  line. 

Oct.  19 — We  were  relieved  at  20:00  o'clock  and  went  to  the  rear  in  re- 
serve. 

Oct.  20th,  21st  and  22nd — Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.  23 — Went  in  to  the  attack  as  part  of  assault  battalion.  We  reached 
our  objective  and  dug  in  for  the  night.  Commander  of  First  Platoon  wounded 
on  special  duty.  Both  platoons,  as  1st  platoon,  continued  in  action  as  one 
platoon  under  command  of  Sgt.  C.  W.  Breeden. 

BENTON  K.  CAMPBELL, 
Sgt.,  Co.  H,  116th  Infantry. 


Operations  Report,  Third  Platoon,  Co.  H,  116th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — With  rest  of  company  as  reserve  for  attacking  troops;  attack  suc- 
cessful and  objective  was  gained  and  held. 

Oct.  9 — Morning  Boche  counterattacked  but  was  repulsed,  then  moved  up 
to  the  support,  established  our  line  and  dug  in. 

Oct.  10 — Relieved  by  a  company  of  the Inf.     We  moved  to  the  left 

flank  and  established  a  new  position.  4th  Platoon  cut  up  and  disorganized 
consolidated  with  3rd  platoon.     Company  commander  wounded,  moved  to  rear. 

Lt.  took  command  of  Company.     3rd  Platoon  continued  in  action 

under  command  of  Sgt  . 

Oct.  11 — Platoon  was  in  support  of  assaulting  battalion.  Advanced  sev- 
eral hundred  yards  and  dug  in  for  the  night.  Remained  in  this  position  dur- 
ing afternoon  and  night  under  fire  from  enemy  artillery. 

Oct.  12 — Moved  to  the  rear  about  200  yards  and  dug  in.  Remained  in  that 
position  until  we  were  relieved  about  20:00  o'clock.  Then  we  moved  further 
to  the  rear  and  occupied  dugouts  in  reserve. 

Oct.  13 — Remained  in  reserve,  nothing  unusual  happened. 

Oct.  14 — Still  in  reserve.     Artillery  active  on  both  sides. 

Oct.  15 — Was  in  support  of  assaulting  battalion,  reached  our  objective  and 
dug  in  for  the  night.  Some  shell  gas  sent  over  but  very  slight.  No  damaging 
effect. 

Oct.  16— Was  relieved  and  moved  to  the  rear  in  dugouts  where  we  re- 
mained in  reserve. 
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Qcim   17— At   16:15   o'clock   we   relieved   a  section   of  the   front  line.     A 
counterattack  by  the  enemy  was  checked  and  turned.     We  remained  in  posi- 

Oct.  18— Remained  in  position  in  front  line.     Nothing  unusual  occurred. 
Oct.  19— We  were  relieved  at  20:00  o'clock  by  troops  from  our  own  Regi- 
ment and  we  again  moved  back  to  the  rear  as  reserve. 
Oct.  20 — Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.   21— Still  in  reserve.     Counter  battery  work   between   French  on   our 
right  and  the  enemy.     Few  gas  shells  fell  near  our  position  but  not  enough  to 
do  any  damage.    No  concentration. 
Oct.  22 — Remained  in  reserve. 

Oct.  23— We  went  in  to  the  attack  as  part  of  assault  battalion.    We  reached 
our  objective   and  dug  in   for  the  night.     Commander  of   1st  Platoon,   Sgt. 

wounded.     First  and  second  platoons  consolidated. 

Oct.  24— Remained  on  front  line;  separated  from  my  platoon  rest  of  the 

organization.     Stayed  in  front  line  attached  to  Co.  same  battalion. 

0cU  25— Relieved   on  night   of   25th   and  moved   to  the   rear    as  reserve. 
Located  and  joined  by  my  own  organization. 
Oct.  26th  and  27th — Remained  in  reserve. 

0ct.  28— Policed  our  sector  behind  lines  and  at  about  17:30  we  were  re- 
lieved and  moved  to  the  rear  in  rest  billets. 

JOHN   H.   LOWMAN, 
Sgt.,  Co.  H,  116th  Infantry. 

Operations  Report,  4th  Platoon,  Co.  H,  116th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8— Platoon  went  forward  with  Company  as  reserve  for  attacking 
troops.     Attack  on  enemy  was  successful  and  objective  gained. 

0cU  9th— Morning  of  9th  Boche  counterattacked  without  success.  Moved 
ud  to  support  and  dug  in  for  the  night. 

0ct    10— Relieved  by  Co.  Infantry.      Platoon   consolidated   with    3rd 

Platoon  and  moved  to  left  flank  of  troops  who  relieved  us  and  again  dug  in. 

CLAUDE  W.  BKEEDEN, 

Sgt.,  Comdg.  41  li    Platoon, 
Co.  II,  llnlh  Infantry. 

****** 
Report  of  Operations,  3rd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry. 

1  In  compliance  with  instruction  No.  12,  Headquarters  29th  Division,  A. 
E.F.,  dated  31  October  18,  the  following  report  is  made  of  tl.e  recent,  opera- 
tions of  this  Battalion. 

2.  18:00  o'clock,  7  October  18,  struck  shelter  tents  and  left  BOIS  BOU- 
CUET  pt  20  04—66.08  and  marched  to  its  position  Kast.  of  the  MISUSE 
via  CHARNT  to  its  position  in  the  CANAL  DB  L'EOT,  400  meters  South 
of  SAMOGNEUX  near  pt.  25.5-75.4,  arriving  there  at  4:20  A.M.,  8  October 
18  At  5-00  A.M.,  the  battalion  with  attached  Machine  Gun  Company,  Sec- 
tion of  Stokes  Mortars  and  37  mm.  guns  as  assaulting  battalion;  two  com- 
panies in  assaulting  wave,  and  two  companies  in  supporting  wave,  took  up  its 
position  along  the  line  76.6-24.8-76.1-25.5.  The  Battalion  moved  forward 
nt  5-10  AM  rate  of  advance  100  meter*  in  four  minutes,  followed  by  support 
Battalion  at  500  meters.   Three  objectives  were  assigned  to  the  Battalion;  1st- 
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TR.  DE  BOUSSIERES;  2nd^The  high  ground  North  of  RAVINE  DE 
BOUSSIERES;  3rd— Intermediate  objective— The  hill  West  of  RAVINE  BE 
CONSENVOYE;  normal  objective — The  high  ground  in  the  Northern  edge  of 
P.OSSOIS  BOIS  and  MOLLEVILLE  BOIS.  During  the  advance  to  the  inter- 
mediate objective,  which  was  reached  at  9:30,  no  effective  resistance  was  met. 
Having  obtained  its  objective,  the  Battalion  began  the  work  of  consolidating 
and  strengthening  its  position  against  counterattacks.  After  destroying  sev- 
eral hostile  machine  gun  nests,  the  battalion  moved  forward  to  the  normal  ob- 
jective, which  was  reached  at  15:40  o'clock.  Here  our  line  was  consolidated 
and  established  for  the  night. 

9  October — At  5:00  o'clock  our  front  line  was  strongly  counterattacked  by 
the  enemy;  this  was  easily  repulsed. 

10  October — We  suffered  many  losses  from  enemy  artillery  fire. 

11  October — In  reserve. 

12  October — Battalion  in  regimental  reserve.  Area  of  P.C.  heavily  shelled 
with  H.E.  and  Gas. 

15  October — Through  the  whole  day  and  night  of  the  13th  the  enemy  in- 
fantry and  artillery  was  very  restless.  Machine  guns  fired  continuously  in 
short  bursts.     Battalion   relieved   1st  Battalion   in   front  line   trenches. 

14  October — Position  same  as  13th  October. 

15  October — Pursuant  to  Field  Orders  No.  24,  Headquarters  58th  Infantry 
Brigade,  14  October  18,  we  made  an  attack  at  7:50  o'clock.  Objective:  MOL- 
LEVILLE FARM  and  the  heights  of  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE. 
After  30  minutes  artillery  preparation  our  infantry  started.  The  enemy  ma- 
chine gun  fire  was  very  heavy,  making  our  advance  very  slow.  At  16:00 
o  'clock  the  battalion  rested  on  the  general  line  25.0—82.35  to  26.0—82.25  and 
entrenched  there  for  the  night. 

16  October — The  attack  was  resumed  on  the  16th,  and  the  objective 
(HILL  375  and  the  high  ground  in  the  BOIS  DEL  A  GRAND  IT  MONTAGNE) 
was  reached  at  15:35  o'clock. 

17  October — Counterattack  repulsed.     Enemy  artillery  very  active. 
IS  to  22  October — Position  being  consolidated  and  strengthened. 

28  October — Objective  BOIS  D'ETRAYES  was  taken  and  all  lines  were 
then  held  until  the  relief  of  the  Regiment  on  the  29th  October  IS. 

A.  D.  BARKSDALE, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

****** 
REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  I,  116TB.  INFANTRY. 

g  Oct. — Third  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  moved  from  bivouac  near  FORT 
DU  CHANA,  the  evening  of  the  7th  at  17:00  o'clock  into  position  for  attack 
the  morning  of  8th.  Co's  I  and  L  assaulting  companies,  K  and  M  in  sup- 
port. Co.  I  occupying  the  right  of  the  line,  its  right  resting  and  guiding  on 
the  RAVINE  D  'H AUMONT.  The  left  in  liaison  with  Co.  L.  Liaison  estab- 
lished with  the  unit  of  the  66th  Division  (French)  which  rested  on  the  right 
bank  of  RAVIN  D'H AUMONT. 

Three  objectives  were  assigned  to  the  3rd  Bn.;  the  1st  TR.  DE  BOUS- 
SIERES;  2nd  the  high  ground  North  of  RAVINE  DE  BOIJSSIERES;  3rd 
and  normal  objective,  the  hill  South  of  RAVIN  DE  COASSINVAUX;  all 
objectives  lying  within  parallels  25 — 27.  Axis  of  march  about  18°  E.  of  N. 
H  hour  5:00  o'clock.    Rate  of  advance  100  meters  in  four  minutes.     Schedule 
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for  objectives:  1st,  H  plus  1:20;  2nd,  H  plus  2:00;  3rd,  H  plus  4:30.  The 
normal  objective  to  be  consolidated  after  occupation  and  a  passage  of  lines  ex- 
ecuted by  the  2nd  Bn.,  116th  Infantry. 

The  "jump-off"  was  made  at  H  hour  from  a  point  N.  of  the  village  of 
SA.MOGNEUX,  beyond  the  canal.  Formation:  Assault  Platoon  in  line  two 
waves;  automatics  right  and  left;  interval  between  men  about  10  meters; 
distance  between  waves  30  meters.  Advance  was  made  under  a  creeping  bar- 
rage.    No  effective  resistance  was  met  until  the  normal  objective  was  reached. 

Two  men  with  wire  cutters,  five  pair  in  all,  were  sent  50  to  tiO  meters 
ahead  of  assaulting  platoons  to  cut  paths  in  wire.  No  wive  to  retard  the  ad- 
vance was  met  until  the  normal  objective  was  reached;  there  three  bands  wire 
found  through  which  paths  were  cut  for  passage  of  troops. 

A  few  casualties  occurred  from  our  own  artillery,  one  gun  persistently  fir- 
ing short ;  signals  fired  repeatedly  but  without  effect. 

A  heavy  machine  gun  fire  was  encountered  on  the  high  ground  near  normal 
objective,  coming,  wood,  light  points  and  trenches  in  the  BOIS  BRABANT-S- 
MEUSE  also  fire  from  trench  mortars  and  one  pounders. 

These  machine  guns  were  hard  to  locate,  camouflaged  positions  also  pill 
boxes.  Personally  I  saw  only  two  guns  fired  from  parapet  and  these  were 
soon  reduced  by  rifle  fire  at  a  distance  of  250  or  300  yards.  Filtration  was 
used  in  the  advance  while  under  machine  gun  fire;  found  to  be  a  very  effective 
method  of  advancing  but  this  advance  was  not  always  made  under  cover  of 
)our  own  fire  for  a  target  was  not  always  presented,  even  with  glasses  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  detect  machine  gun  positions  without  they  fired  continu- 
ously; then  a  faint  smoke  could  be  picked  up.  Promiscuous  rifle  firing  might 
avail  something  but  it  is  hard  to  judge  the  direction  fire  u  coming  from  when 
a  number  of  guns  are  firing,  and  the  volume  of  fire  one  coukJ  concentrate 
would  be  nil  if  target  was  not,  or  vicinity  of  same,   visible. 

Quite  a  few  prisoners,  machine  guns  and  equipment  wore  taken  at  all  ob- 
jectives, more  in  the  BOIS  RBABANT-S-MEUSE  WOODS  than  any  point. 
The  fire  from  this  point  holding  up  the   passage   of  lines,  until   it  was  cleared 

out. 

All    objectives   were   taken   on   schedule   time.      Normal   objective   occupied 
and   consolidated  preparatory  to   counterattacks.      The   Trench   Mortar  section 
under  Lt.  Reed  did   some  excellent   work    from   the   normiil   objective   in   knock- 
ing out  a  trench  mortar   and   one   pounder   position   near    R.B.   at   point  27.4 
79^9. 

!)  Oct.— Position  still  held  that  was  moved  into  the  night  of  the  filh  the 
BOIS  BRABANT  SMEUSE  WOOD,  which  wan  the  objective  of  the  2nd  Bn. 
but  found  to  be  unoccupied,  and  position  taken  up  for  counternttnek.  Mes- 
sage sent  CO.,  3rd  Bn.,  stating  position  and  disposition.  Activity  of  the  8rd 
Bn.   on   this   date:    none.     Reorgnnizing   nnd    Checking   up   list    of    cisir:lties. 

10  Oct.— Received  orders  to  withdraw  from  present  position  at  7:15  to 
COTE  338,  3rd  Bn.  as  reserve  for  the  Regiment.  Before  the  hour  of  with 
drawal  arrived  the  2nd  Bn.,  113th  Infantry,  came  into  my  sector  preparatory 
to  making  an  advance,  completely  blocking  my  withdrawn!.  Withdrew  as  soon 
as  clearance  could  be  effected  to  reserve  position  on  COTE  338.  At  this  point, 
again  rechecked  and  reorganized.     Some  shelling  by  enemy. 

11  Oct. Moved  from  reserve  position   to  position   in   woods  OS  support  for 

1st   Bn.      Took  up   position   in   wood    at   25.4—81.8   without    shelter   from   artil- 
lery fire.     Kitchens  moved  to  this  position.     Hot    meals   furnished  the  men. 
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12  Oct. — Still  occupying  same*  position.  Enemy  shelled  our  area  some,  not 
conducive  to  the  moral  effect  on  the  men.  Too  near  kitchens  and  traffic  on 
roads.  Looked  for  shelters;  none  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  Did  some  sal- 
vage work  in  the  BOSSOIS  BOIS;  carrying  same  to  the  road,  covering  trail 
on  East  road  at  point  81  to  aim  including  RAVIN  DE  BOURVAUX.  Quite 
an  amount  collected  and  carried  out. 

13  Oct. — Occupying  same  position — Dug  a  line  of  trenches  due  East  from 
road  at  point  25.3 — 81.7  sufficient  in  length  and  depth  to  afford  cover  for  the 
company.  Enemy  still  shelling  at  intervals.  Made  a  complete  reorganization, 
have  three  platoons  but  not  full  ones. 

14  Oct. — Occupying  same  position.  Furnished  several  ration  parties  and 
carrying  parties.  Finished  trenches.  Getting  equipment  that  we  were  short. 
Enemy  still  shelling  area.     Orders  received  to  go  "over  the  top'1  again. 

±5  Oct.— Went  over  again  at  7:50;  objective  BOIS  DE  LA  MONTAGNE. 
Right  resting  on  R.R.  near  MOLLEVILLE  FARM;  left  on  road.  Moved  into 
position  at  6:30,  Co.  I  and  L  again  assaulting  companies.  Formed  for  the 
advance  in  open  field  at  edge  of  wood  overlooking  MOLLEVILLE  FARM. 
Artillery  preparation  was  nothing,  a  few  shells  only  landed  in  wood.  Fire 
only  lasted  30  minutes.  Moved  forward  across  the  open  at  appointed  hour; 
good  formation ;  moved  up  close  to  the  barrage  and  when  it  lifted  went  into  the 
woods  with  a  rush  for  my  right  flank  was  exposed.  Took  the  first  machine 
gun  nests  by  surprise,  even  before  they  had  time  to  man  all  of  them,  although 
received  an  enfllading  fire  that  swept  the  road  running  parallel  to  the  edge  of 
wood;  quite  a  few  German  grenades  were  thrown  at  us  but  were  harmless; 
titration  was  used  and  advance  continued.  For  a  hundred  or  so  meters  from 
edge  of  wood  there  was  very  little  undergrowth;  numerous  dugouts  and  light 
shelters;  from  these  some  prisoners  were  taken.  The  machne  gun  fire  was 
\(jry  heavy,  and  enfilading;  our  advance  was  continued  though  slow  until  we 
were  forced  to  fall  back  40  to  50  meters  to  temporary  shelter.  Supports  were 
sent  for;  these  came  from  K  company.  Line  was  reformed  again  and  the  ad- 
\ance  taken  up.  The  115th  on  our  left  moving  forward  at  the  same  time; 
our   right  flank  was  still  exposed,  and  a  patrol  sent  to  cover  it. 

The  undergrowth  was  so  thick  that  it  was  impossible  to  locate  these  nests, 
which  were  pits  dug  about  4  feet  deep,  camouflaged  and  enfilading  the  numer- 
ous paths  running  through  the  wood. 

These  paths  had  numerous  pits  dug  beside  them  and  as  you  drove  him  out 
oi  one  he  retired  to  another;  ammunition  was  already  stored  in  them.  V.B's 
were  tried  on  these  nests;  it  was  only  chance  hits  that  got  him,  for  in  several 
instances  the  gunner  was  bayoneted  on  the  guns.  The  enemy  encountered  in 
these  wood  put  up  a  stiffer  resistance  than  the  Austrians  on  the  8th,  hanging 
on  to  their  guns  until  the  last  minutes,  then  "hands  up"  and  "Kamerad" 
which  was  often  too  late;  its  not  much  incentive  to  take  prisoners  when  they 
stay  on  a  gun  to  the  last  minute  killing  and  wounding,  then  wants  to  come  off 
with  a  whole  skin. 

More  rifle  fire,  automatics,  V.B's  and  grenades  were  used  by  us  than  in 
previous  attack,  and  with  less  effect  except  in  cases  where  targets  were  visible 
or  close  proximity  could  be  ascertained.  Our  men  showed  their  ability  to 
shoot  and  shoot  straight  whenever  a  target  presented  itself.  Night  found  us 
holding  the  ground  gained.'  No  semblance  of  counterattacks  from  enemy. 

16  Oct.— Relieved  this  morning  by  the  2nd  Bn.  of  the  115th  Tnfantry  at 
5:00  A.M.     The  night  passed  very  quietly,  and  relief  effected  without  mishap. 
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Went  back  into  reserve  and  rest.     Reorganization  needed  badly.     Losses  were 

heavy  on  the  15th. 

U  Oct. — Resting.  Still  in  reserve.  Reorganization  effected.  Three  Ser- 
geants left;  16  corporals  and  54  privates.  Found  that  automatic  squads  of- 
fered the  most,  in  some  instances  entire  squads  wiped  out.  Details  sent  to 
salvage  dumps  for  supplies.     Enemy  shelling  back  area. 

IS  Oct. — Still  in  rest  and  reserve.     Enemy  shelling  back  area. 

iy  Oct.—  Relieved  the  2nd  Bn.,  116th  Infantry,  occupying  same  sector 
taken  on  the  morning  of  the  15th.  Found  the  sector  very  quiet.  Day  passed 
quietly;   nothing  of  importance.     Relief  effected  without   mishap. 

20  Oct. — Still   holding   front   line.      Everything   quiet. 

21  Oct. —  Still  holding  front  line.     Quiet  as  usual. 

22  Oct. — Still  holding  front  line.     Quiet  as  usual. 

93  Oct.— Relieved  this  A.M.  at  4:30,  in  other  words  a  withdrawal  from 
front  line  preparatory  to  an  attack  to  be  launched  at  6:15  by  2nd  Bn.,  116th 
Infantry.  Withdrawal  was  effected  without  mishap;  withdrew  due  West  and 
then  South  to  reserve  position  at  point  25.5—81.8.  This  was  rather  a  delicate 
movement  but  carried  out  in  good  shape.  Men  were  placed  under  shelter  and 
rest.  Being  short  of  men  entailed  more  work  on  them  and  they  were  much  in 
need  of  rest  after  84  hours  on  the  front  line. 

24  Oct. — Still  in  rest  and  reserve.  Orders  received  to  relieve  the  front 
line  this  evening.  Relief  effected  without  mishap.  Sector  taken  over  by  115th 
Infantry.  Lines  very  close  to  German  lines.  Learned  that  the  Germans  had 
been  relieved  too;  seemed  to  have  their  "wind  up"  from  the  number  of  flares 
sent  up.     Occasional  bursts  of  machine  gun  fire.     No  shelling  of  front  lines. 

All  in  back  area. 

25  Oct.— Still   holding  the   front.      Everything   quiet.     Some   machine   gun 

fire  to  our  right. 

26  Oct.— Still  holding  the  front.  Dug  support  trenches  about  150  meters 
in  rear  of  line  of  observation.  Test  barrage  put  down  by  our  artillery.  They 
still  have  trouble  in  finding  our  front  lines,  always  short  and  when  correction 
is  sent  in  say  they  are  firing  400  meters  beyond  your  lines;  it  would  be  a 
good  idea  for  some  of  the  artillery  officers  to  come  up  to  the  front  when  they 
fire  test  barrages  and  see  for  themselves  or  take  the  word  of  those  on  front 
line  and  make  necessary  correction. 

2y  Oct. Still  on  the  front.  Orders  for  our  relief  received.  115th  In- 
fantry relieved  us  at  17:30.  Relief  effected  without  mishap.  Back  in  re- 
serve. 

28  Oct.— Still  in  reserve.  Orders  for  relief  of  Division  received.  Relief 
made  of  3rd  Bn.  at  18:30  o'clock  and  march  toward  VEBDUN  taken  up. 
VERDUN  reached  at  23:30  o'clock.     Billeted  in  CITADKL. 

2u  Oct.— heft  CITADEL  for  embussing  area  at  5:30  for  our  rest  area  at 
SAUDRUPT. 

REMARKS. 

Morale:  Exceptionally  fine.  Tho  losing  nearly  all.  of  their  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers  and  comrades,  they  never  failed  to  perform  their  duty. 
At  times  were  exposed  to  enemy  shell  fire  without  shelter;  at  one  time  without 
food  and  water  for  48  hours;  nothing  subdued  that  true  "American  Spirit." 

Liaison:  Between  platoons  good.  Units  on  right  and  left  good  with  one 
or  two  exceptions.  This  no  doubt  due  to  runner  not  being  given  proper  direc- 
tion or  not  using  his  head.     A  few  runners  questioned  didn't  know  even  gen- 
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era!  direction  of  Bn.  P.C.     What  units  he  could  find  in  rear,  also  right  and 

left.  * 

Liaison  between  Airplane  and  Infantry:  The  first  day's  engagement  this 
was  very  good  when  signal  for,  "Where  are  you"  was  displayed  promptly; 
after  that,  it  was  nil.  One  Boche  plane  asked  for  our  front  line  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th.    His  identity  was  discovered  and  everything  laid  low. 

Lines  in  wood  and  thick  underbrush  had  trouble  to  impart  their  where- 
abouts when  asked  for,  or  inability  of  plane  to  locate  signals.  Though  both 
flares  and  panels  were  used. 

The  Boche  didn't  seem  to  have  much  trouble  in  locating  any  part  of  our 
line  or  area  to  be  used  for  target  and  his  system  of  liaison  between  plane  and 
artillery  was  perfect,  a  few  signals  exchanged,  then  the  shells. 

Artillery:     Liaison  between  Infantry. 

The  morning  of  the  8th  signals  were  used  to  no  purpose  for  the  correction 
of  both  H  and  L  artillery  firing  on  us.  Showing  evidently  no  system  of  ob- 
servation as  to  effect  of  shell  fire.  Numerous  observation  posts  used  by  the 
Germans  were  found  in  the  BOIS  BRABANT-S-MEUSE  and  BOIS  DE  LA 
MONTAGNE,  especially  numerous  lines  running  from  these  to  ground  lines  to 
artillery;  in  the  BOSSOIS  BOIS  was  an  observation  post  containing  three 
stands,  the  view  from  which  dominated  the  whole  area.  It's  the  man  on  the 
front  that  can  tell  you  where  and  how  they  shoot,  and  if  the  artillery  ofiicer 
is  not  present  when  the  test  barrages  are  put  down,. then  his  correction  should 
be  made  from  data  furnished  by  one  that  observes  the  fall  of  the  shells.  Num- 
erous rockets  and  Very  Pistol  signals  were  used  to  correct  this  error,  but  to 

no  avail. 

HAROLD  It.   DINGES, 

1st  Lieut.,  116th  Infantry. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  I,  116th  Infantry. 
8th  Oct.  to  Oct.  28th,  1918. 

The  1st  platoon  was  in  assault  wave  on  the  right  of  the  company.  The 
advance  was  successful  and  objective  was  reached  in  due  time.  October  15th 
left  trenches  and  attacked  at  7:30  A.M.  Still  met  resistance  from  the  enemy 
machine  guns  but  advanced  as  far  as  possible  and  dug  in;  were  relieved  at 
5:00  A.M.,  October  16th,  by  a  company  from  the  115th  Infantry  and  went  into 
reserve;  relieved  one  company  115th  Infantry  October  19th;  was  relieved 
October  23rd;  took  over  sector  of  front  line  October  24th;  were  relieved 
October  27th  by  company  of  115th  Infantry;  was  relieved  by  another  division 

5:30  P.M.,  October  28th  and  hiked  to  VERDUN. 

SGT.   A.  C.   KELLY, 
Co.  I,  116th  Infantry 

****** 

Operations  Report,  2nd  Platoon,  Co.  I,  116th  Infantry, 
Oct.  8th  to  Oct.  28th,  1918. 

The  2nd  platoon  was  in  support  of  the  1st  platoon  on  October  8th  until 
objective  was  reached  then  consolidated  with  1st  platoon  and  stayed  together 

until'  the  division  was  relieved. 

SGT.  L.  E.  SNAPY, 

Co.  I,  116th  Infantry. 
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Operations  Report,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  I,  116th  Infantry. 
Oct.  8th  to  Oct.  28th,  1918. 
The  third  platoon  was  in  the  assault  wave  on  left  of  the  company  on  the 
morning  of  October  8th;  the  advance  was  successful  and  objective  was  reached 
in  due  time.  Attacked  7:30  A.M.  October  15th;  met  stiff  resistance  from 
enemy  machine  guns  but  advanced  as  far  as  possible,  dug  in  and  held  posi- 
tion until  5:00  A.M.,  Oct.  16th,  when  we  were  relieved  by  a  company  from  the 
115th  Infantry;  relieved  a  platoon  from  115th  Infantry  October  19th;  was 
relieved  October  23rd.  Took  over  part  of  front  line  October  24th.  Was  re- 
lieved  October  27th  by   platoon  from   115th  Infantry.     Was   relieved   by 

Division  5:30  P.M.,  October  28th  and  marched  to  VERDUN. 

CORP.  ISAAC  s.  allam;ong, 

Co.  I,   116th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  Fourth  Platoon,   Co.  I,   116th  Infantry, 
Oct.  8th  to  Oct.  28th,  1918. 

The  4th  platoon  was  in  support  of  the  3rd  platoon  on  the  morning  of 
October  8,  1918  until  objective  was  reached;  there  consolidated  with  the  3rd 
platoon  and  stayed  together  until  the  Division  was  relieved. 

CORP.   SAMUEL  McFARLAND, 

Co.  I,  116th  Inf. 
****** 

OPERATIONS  REPORT,  CO.  K,  116TH  INFANTRY. 

Oct.  sth — At  5:30  this  company  was  on  their  feet  patiently  awaiting  our 
barrage,  which  began  at  5:40.  This  company  was  in  support  of  Co.  L.  Hav- 
ing one  hour  and  twenty  minutes  to  advance  1700  meters,  we  advanced  very 
slow  to  the  first  line  trenches  which  we  took  with  no  resistance  whatever.  We 
found  the  front  held  by  Austrian  troops  who  seoired  anxious  to  be  captured. 

Having  another  hour  and  twenty  minutes  in  which  to  reach  the  second 
line  trench  we  again  proceeded  in  support  of  Co.  L,  which  was  advancing 
very  slowly.  The  assaulting  wave,  which  was  Co.  L,  was  allowed  to  pass  over 
the  second*  line  trench,  after  which  time  we,  with  the  aid  of  a  machine  gun 
company,   captured   two   machine   guns   and   a   number   of   prisoners. 

Our  next  objective  which  was  about  one  kilometer  distance  and  in  the 
edge  of  a  thick  woods  on  a  hill,  was  advanced  upoil  very  cautiously.  There 
we  were  held  about  two  hours  and  forty  five  minutes  by  heavy  machine 
gun  fire  after  which  time  the  supporting  company,  which  was  Co.  K,  was  called 
into  the  front  line  trench  to  strengthen  the  assaulting  Co.  L,  After  about 
foity-five  minutes  of  hard  fighting  we  took  the  position,  capturing  12  machine 
guns  and  288  prisoners,  three  Stokes  Mortars  and  two  .V  field  pieces.  At  this 
point  this  company  took  the  assaulting  wave;  Co.  I,  falling  back  to  reorganise. 
This  company,  forming  a  small  line  of  combat  groups,  began  advancing 
through  the  woods  very  slow,  without  attack  of  any  kind.  \VY  advanced  about 
one  kilometer,  taking  four  large  guns  and  several  more  machine  guns.  At  this 
point  we  were  relieved  by  the  1st  Bn.  of  this  regiment  and  this  company  fell 
back   about   one   kilometer  and   spent   the   night    in   dugouts   which    we   had   cap 

tured  from  the  Austria ns. 

Qcft  gfa — This  company  formed  a  line  of  resistance  in  third  line  trenches, 

which  we  held  the  9th  and  10th  of  October. 

Oct.   11th— The  third   battalion    goes    in    support   of   the   second    battalion, 
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about  700  meters  North  of  third  line  of  the  German  trench.  This  position 
being  on  the  brink  of  a  wooded  hill  and  without  any  cover  of  any  kind,  we 
were  shelled  practically  continuously  throughout  the  days  of  October  11th  and. 
12th. 

Oct.  13th — During  the  afternoon  this  company  took  over  the  front  line 
trench  which  was  on  the  edge  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  We  held  this  posi- 
tion throughout  the  13th  and  14th  through  continuous  shell  fire  and  disagree- 
able weather.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  third  battalion  went  over  the 
top  for  the  second  time.  At  8:00  A.M.,  Cos.  I  and  L,  assaulting  wave,  and 
Cos.  K  and  M,  supporting  wave,  second  battalion  in  reserve,  advanced  very 
cautiously  through  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  to  the  edge  of  the  wood3,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  one  kilometer.  We  met  very  stubborn  resistance  by  machine 
gun  fire.  Here  we  lost  our  Battalion  Commander;  also  Lt.  A.  L.  McCormack, 
second  in  command  of  \h.\s  Company,  but  the  Lieutenant  remained  with  the 
Co.  for  quite  a  while  after  being  wounded  by  machine  gun  fire.  Here  this 
company  was  called  into  front  line  to  reinforce  Co.  I.  The  enemy  barrage 
held  the  machine  gun  company  on  opposite  side  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM 
from  us  which  put  us  in  a  very  difficult  position  to  advance  on  the  German  ma- 
chine guns.  We  found  that  we  were  fighting  the  best  of  Germany's  men  which 
was  a  Division  of  Prussians.  About  18:00  o'clock  we  were  counterattacked 
by  heavy  machine  gun  fire,  but  our  line  held  fast.  We  established  a  line  of 
resistance  about  300  meters  in  the  woods  and  held  line  until  the  morning 
of  the  16th,  when  we  were  relieved  by  troops  of  the  115th  Infantry.  We  re- 
turned to  the  dugouts  in  the  German  third  line  trenches.  In  reserve.  We  re- 
mained in  reserve  throughout  the  16th,  17th,  18th  and  19th. 

Oct.  20th — At  18:00  o'clock  the  third  Bn.  took  over  the  front  line  trenches,, 
relieving  the  Second  Bn.  and  held  the  front  line  the  21st,  22nd  and  23rd.  On 
the  morning  of  the  24th  at  4:45  we  were  withdrawn,  the  1st  Bn.  taking  the 
assaulting  wave  to  go  over  the  top.  We  returned  through  heavy  artillery  fire 
to  support;  remaining  in  shelters  all  the  day,  through  the  German  counter- 
artillery  barrage.  At  18:00  o'clock  this  company  was  ordered  to  front  line  to 
reinforce  the  1st  Bn.  against  counterattack,  my  Company  taking  position  of 
support.  The  next  day,  Oct.  25th,  this  company  took  over  extreme  right  sec- 
tor, driving  the  113th  Infantry,  and  reached  the  objective.  On  the  26th  this 
company  was  withdrawn  to  support,  remaining  therein  during  the  26th  and 
€7th.  The  night  of  the  27th  we  were  relieved  by  the  1st  Bn.  We  were  under 
enemy  artillery  fire  during  the  relief  and  my  company  was  sent  back  in  very 
small  groups,  reaching  the  position  with  only  three  casualties,  of  which  two 
were  very  slight.  We  remained  in  support  the  night  of  the  27th  and  through- 
out the  day  of  the  28th.  We  were  relieved  the  evening  of  the  29th  at  17:30 
o'clock,  by  the  79th  Division,  and  our  Battalion  reached  a  pont  beyond  shell 
fire   safely,   and  without   suffering   any   shell  fire   during  the   relief. 

A.  H.  STONE, 

1st  Lieut.,   116th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  First  Platoon,  Co.  K,  116th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — This  company  was  in  the  support  position  of  the  assaulting  com 
pany,  Co.  L,  116th  Infantry.     The  artillery  barrage  started  at  5:40,  at  which 
time  we  started  our  advance.     We  were  to  advance  1700  meters  to  the  enemy 
trench.     The  first  line  trench  was  taken  with  no  resistance.     In   our  attack 
upon  the  second  line  trench  we  met  with  slight  resistance  of  a  machine  gun, 
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which  was  easily  overcome  by  a  few  shots  from  ordinary  rifl-s.  At  the  third 
line  trench  we  met  stubborn  resistance  of  machine  gun  fire  which  checked  out 
advance  and  we  were  held  for  about  two  hours.  At  this  time  the  1st  Platoon, 
which  was  in  support,  was  ordered  to  the  front  line  to  reinforce  the  assaulting 
wave  and  after  about  45  minutes  of  hard  fighting  we  flanked  the  machine  gun 
nest  by  the  infiltration  method  of  advancing  under  machine  gun  fire,  capturing 
approximately  200  prisoners  and  15  light  and  heavy  machine  guns.  Having 
taken  our  final  objective  (the  enemy  third  line  trench)  the  1st  Bn.  of  this 
Regiment  took  the  position  of  the  assaulting  wave  and  continued  the  drive. 
We  then  took  up  the  reserve  position  and  reorgani2ed  our  troops,  remaining  in 
this  position  from  8th  to  10th,  inclusive. 

Oct.  11th — We  moved  into  the  support  position  for  the  2nd  Bn.  of  this 
regiment  who  was  then  holding  the  front  line  trenches.  This  position  was 
maintained  for  two  days,  during  which  time  we  were  under  no  cover  and  con- 
tinuous enemy  shell  fire. 

Oct.  13— We  moved  into  the  front  line  trenches  relieving  three  companies 
of  the  1st  Bn.,  this  platoon  relieving  one  entire  company.     This  position   we 
held  until  the  morning  of  the  15th,  at  which  time  this  Bn.  went  over  the  top 
with  Cos.  I  and  L  as  the  assaulting  wave  and  Cos.  K  and  M  in  support.     We 
advanced  one  kilometer  across  open  field  in  face  of  heavy  machine  gun  fire. 
L-pon  reaching  the  edge  of  woods   such  stubborn   resistance  of   machine   gun 
fire   was   met   that   the  support   was   called   to   reinforce   the   assaulting    wave. 
After  a  hard  battle  we  took  up  position  for  the  night  and  about  18:00  o'clock 
a  heavy  machine  gun  counterattack  was  easily  repulsed  by  a  few  shots  from 
ordinary  and  automatic  rifles.     During  the  night  there  was  little  activity  and 
on  the  morning  of  the  16th  we  were  relieved  by  the  115th  Inf.     We  then  re- 
turned to  the  reserve  position  under  heavy  enemy  artillery  barrage.     We  re- 
mained in  the  reserve  position  Oct.  16th,  17th,  18th,  10th  and  throughout  the 
dav  of  the  20th.     On  the  night  of  Oct.  20th  we  moved  into  the  front  line  and 
relieved  Co.  H  of  this  regiment,  and  held  this   position   until  the  morning  of 
the  24th;  at  which  time  we  withdrew  from  the  position  to  the  reserve,  under 
enemy  heavy   artillery.     We  remained   in   the   reserve   position   throughout   the 
day  of  the  24th  and  were  called  into  support  of  the  1st  Bn.  on  the  night  of  the 

0ctt  25— We  were  called  from  the  support  position  to  fill  a  gap  between 
companies  A  and  B,  where  we  advanced  for  a  distance  of  three  hundred  meters 
without  a  barrage  and  took  an  objective  that  had  been  left  by  the  1st  Bn. 
This  position  was  held  until  the  afternoon  of  the  86th,  at  which  time  we  were 
withdrawn  and  moved  into  support  of  Company  I,  who  was  then  holding  a 
section  of  the  front  line,  where  we  remained  until  the  afternoon  of  the  37th, 
when  we  were  relieved  by  the  115th  Infantry.  We  then  took  up  the  reserve 
position,  remaining  there  until  the  28th  and  at  which   time  we  were   relieved 

and  moved  back  to  the  rest  billets. 

0,   C,    BROWN, 

Sgt.,  Co.  K,  116th  Infantry. 

#*#♦** 

Operations  Report,  Second  VMoon,  Co.   K,    116th   Infantry. 

Drive  started  at  5:40  October  8th.    Co.  L  was  forming  the  assaulting  wave 

and  Co.  K  was  in  the  support.     First  line  trench  was  taken  with  no  resistance, 

where   we  captured  about   40   prisoners.      Second   line   trench    was   taken    with 

little  resistance  by  machine  gun  fire,  which  was  put  out  of  action   by  a  few 
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shots  from  ordinary  rifle.  Here  this  platoon,  after  mopping  up  several  dug- 
outs took  a  number  of  prisoners.  Af£er  advancing  up  to  within  about  150 
yards  of  the  third  line  trench,  the  assaulting  wave  met  with  heavy  resistance 
from  machine  gun  fire  and  compelled  to  halt  until  the  support,  Co.  K  could 
be  brought  in  as  reinforcements.  This,  platoon  was  placed  in  an  open  field 
under  heavy  machine  gun  fire  and  after  being  held  in  this  position  for  two 
hours  and  forty-five  minutes  we  worked  with  the  infiltration  method  of  attack- 
ing machine  gun  nests  and  captured  about  200  prisoners  and  about  15  light 
and  heavy  machine  guns.  We  continued  our  advance  through  a  heavy  forest 
to  a  depth  of  one  kilometer,  capturing  a  few  officers  and  four  pieces  of  heavy 
artillery.  Here  the  1st  Bn.  of  this  Kegiment  took  up  the  position  of  the 
assaulting  wave  and  we  withdrew  to  the  third  line  trench,  which  we  had  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy,  where  we  were  held  in  reserve. 

On  October  9th  we  were  under  heavy  shell  fire  and  in  the  reserve  position 
until  the  night  of  the  10th,  at  which  time  we  were  placed  in  support  of  the 
Lnd  Bn.  which  position  we  held  until  the  night  October  13th,  when  we  took  up 
position  in  front  line  trench.  This  position  was  maintained  until  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  during  which  time  we  were  under  practically  continuous  enemy 
shell  fire.  On  the  morning  of  October  15th  we  went  over  the  top  in  support 
of  Co.  I.  The  enemy  held  a  position  which  enabled  him  to  fire  directly  at  us 
with  machine  guns  and  one  pounders,  this  position  being  on  our  right,  it  was 
destroyed  by  the  113th  Infantry.  We  advanced  for  a  distance  of  about  one 
kilometer,  across  an  open  field,  to  the  edge  of  a  heavy  woods,  where  the  as- 
saulting wave  met  with  heavy  resistance  from  machine  guns.  Here  we  were 
moved  up  to  reinforce  the  assaulting  wave  and  advanced  for  a  distance  of 
about  500  meters,  where  we  took  up  a  position  and  remained  throughout  the 
night.  , 

On  the  morning  of  October  16th  we  were  relieved  by  the  115th  Infantry 
and  took  up  reserve  position  where  we  remained,  under  heavy  shell  fire,  until 
the  night  6f  October  20th,  at  which  time  we  went  into  the  front  line  trenches 
anJ  held  this  position  until  the  night  of  October  24th.  At  this  time  we  were 
relieved  by  the  1st  Bn.  and  took  up  the  position  of  support  and  on  the  night 
of  the  24th  we  were  called  to  reinforce  the  1st  Bn.  This  position  wns  held 
until  the  night  of  the  25th,  when  we  withdrew,  taking  up  position  of  support, 
where  we  remained  until  the  night  of  the  27th.  At  this  time  we  were  relieved 
by  the  115th  Infantry  and  took  up  reserve  position,  holding  same  until  the 
afternoon  of  October  28th,  when  we  were  relieved  by  the  79th  Division  and 
returned  to  rest  billets. 

J.  G.  WHITE, 
Sgt.,  Co.  K,  116th  Infantry. 
*     *      *      *     *     * 

Operations  Report,  Third  Platoon,  Co.  K,  116th  Infantry. 

This  platoon,  in  support,  went  over  the  top  at  5:40  October  8th  advancing 
behind  Co.  L  to  the  first  objective,  the  German  front  line  trench.  We  con- 
tinued in  the  support  of  Co.  L  until  we  were  called  into  the  front  line  to  re- 
inforce Co.  L  at  the  third,  or  Battalion  objective,  where  we  met  a  strong  ma- 
chine gun  resistance.  After  flanking  the  machine  gun  nests  and  taking  a 
u umber  of  prisoners  this  company  took  the  assaulting  wave  to  give  Co.  L 
time  to  reorganize.  Advancing  through  dense  woods,  this  platoon  lost  con- 
nection with  rest  of  company  and  we  advanced  about  one  and  a  half  kilometers 
ahead  of  the  other  platoon,  where  we  stopped  and  sent  several  runners  and 
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learned  that  our  battalion  had  been  relieved  by  the  first  battalion,  and  had 
entered  dugouts  for  the  night.     We  retreated  back  to  the  3rd  Bn.  dugouts. 

October   9th   our   company   reorganized   and   took    up   position   of   reserve, 
where  we  remained,  in  line  of  resistance,  until  the  11th.     At  this  time  we  went 
In  support  of  the  2nd  Bn.  and  there  we  remained  until  the  13th.     My  platoon 
and  one  platoon  of  Co.  L  held  the  right  flank  of  our  sector  while  the  113th 
Infantry  made  a  drive.     On  this  date,  October  13th,  our  battalion  went  into 
front  line  and  held  same  until  the  morning  of  the  15th,  at  which  time  the  third 
battalion  went  over  the  top  with  Cos.  I  and  L,  forming  the  assaulting  wave, 
and  Cos.  K  and  M  in  support.     Upon  reaching  the  edge  of  the  woods,   this 
company  went  into  the  front  line  to  reinforce  Co.  I.     We  held  the  line  until 
the  morning  of  the  16th,  when  we  were  relieved  by  the  115th  Infantry.     We 
went  in  reserve  and  remained  the  16th,  17th,  18th  and  19th.     On  the  20th  our 
Paltalion  took  up  position  in  the  front  line  and  remained  there  from  the  20th 
until  the  24th,  at  which  time  we  were  relieved  by  the  1st  Bn.  and  went  through 
a   heavy  barrage  to  the  support.     We  held  this  position  throughout  the   day 
and  were  called  back  to  the  front  line  to  reinforce  the  1st  Bn.    We  were  in  the 
front  line  position  until  the  night  of  October  26th,  when  we  withdrew  to  sup- 
port, there  remaining  until  the  afternoon  of  the  27th.     At  this  time  we  were 
relieved  by  the  115th  Infantry,  returning  to  the  reserve  position.     This  posi- 
lion  was  held  until  the  afternoon  of,  the  28th  when  we  were  relieved  by  the 

79th  Division  and  returned  to  the  rest  billets. 

E.   W.   BAKER. 
Sgt.,  Co.  K,  116th  Infantry. 

Operations  Beport,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  K,  116th  Infantry. 

This  entire  platoon  was  disorganized  and  the  members  were  used  for  liai- 
son work  through  the  entire  period  of  operations.     There  is,  therefore,  nothing 

to  report,   in   way  of  combat   engagements. 

ABE   COLNARD, 

Sgt.,  Co.  K,  116th  Infantry. 

OPERATIONS  REPORT,  CO.   L,   11GTH  INFANTRY. 

October  7th  to  11th— At  midnight  of  7th-8th  October,  L  company  was  in 
position  on  parallel  of  departure  for  116th  Infantry.  L  company  was  an  as- 
saulting company  over  the  left  half  of  the  116th  Infantry  sector;  I  company 
was  on  our  right  and  115th  Infantry  on  our  left. 

After  a  45  minute  artillery  preparation,  at  5:00  A.M.  on  the  8th  of  October 
our  advance  started.  L  company  had  two  assault  platoons  move  forward 
through  enemy  wire  in  squad  formation,  taking  up  the  assault  formation  after 
clearing  wire.  The  assault  platoons  were  in  two  waves,  with  about  thirty 
meters  distance  between  waves,  and  followed  at  from  100  to  150  motors  by 
support  platoons.  Immediately  in  rear  of  support/platoons  were  placed  the 
twelve  battalion  scouts  who  were  to  act  as  " mopping  up."  We  received  only 
j.bout  20  "O.F."  hand  grenades  which  were  turned  over  to  the  "moppers 
up."  The  supply  of  "V.B."  rifle  grenades  was  very  limited,  so  the  support 
platoons  were  forced  to  go  without  any. 

The  first  200  meters  was  made  under  our  barrage  without  troublo,  but  at 
this  time  we  entered  a  very  effective  enemy  barrage  in  front  of  their  front 
line  trenches  and  were  forced   to  cut  wire  while  under  this  barrage.      (Tpon 
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clearing  the  wire  and  reaching  first  line  enemy  trenches  very. little  resistance 
was  met  and  seven  or  eight  prisoners  were  taken.  The  company  continued  the 
advance  to  the  enemy  second  line  trenches  where  some  machine  gun  and  rilie 
fire  was  encounterd.  This  fire  was  quickly  reduced  by  infiltration  method  and 
trench  crossed  by  the  assault  platoons.  The  support  platoons  "mopped  up" 
these  trenches,  capturing  about  twenty-five  prisoners  who  were  sent  to  the 
rear  without  guards,  as  supporting  companies  were  not  far  in  rear. 

The   advance   continued  at  the   prescribed   rate   of   100   meters   every  two 
minutes  until,  within  about  200  meters  of  the  enemy  third  line  trenches,  the 
intermediate  objective  of  the  116th  regiment  and  the  normal  objective  of  the 
3rd  Bn.     We  were  met  by  heavy  machine  gun  fire  from  these  trenches,  but 
captured  them  and  about  40  prisoners,  the  rest  of  the  enemy  withdrawing  from 
the  trenches  to  the  woods    (BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE).     The   system 
used  by  this  company  on  this  line  was  to  advance  small  groups  by  rushes  up 
to  the  trenches  where  the  few  grenades  on  hand  were  used  to  open  the  way 
for  some  of  our  men  to  enter.     The  enemy  surrendered — those  who  had  not  with- 
drawn  to   the  woods — and  were  sent  back,   several   of  them  being  killed  by 
their  own  machine  gun  fire  from  the  BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE,  which 
was  very  heavy.     These  trenches  were  taken  at  9:20  A.M.,  8  Oct.,  and  a  com- 
bat patrol  was  sent  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  to  cover  the  passage  of  line 
which  was  expected  by  the  1st  Bn.,   116th  Infantry.     The  trenches  occupied 
by  this  company  were  somewhat  exposed,  and  as  the  machine   gun   fire    was 
very  heavy  we  advanced  the  assault  platoons  to  trenches  just  at  the  edge  of 
the  BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE,  where  we  remained  until  about  14:00 
o'clock,  when,  seeing  that  there  would  be  no  passage  of  lines  and  the  posi- 
tion becoming  more  serious  under   heavy   fire   from   machine   gun3   placed   in 
trees  by  the  enemy,  our  left  flank  also  being  exposed  on  account  of  the  lack 
of  contact   with  the   115th,   which   was   at   least   200   meters   to   our  left,  the 
second  platoon  of  L  company  being  still  in  support,  was  ordered  up  on  the 
left  flank  of  the  company.     Then  we  advanced  into  the  woods  with  K  com- 
pany,  116th,  in  support.     Resistance  was  very  soon  overcome  and  about  200 
prisoners  and  18  heavy  machine  guns  and  many  automatic  rifles   (Lewis  type) 
were  taken   from   Southwest  points  of  the  BOIS   DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSE. 
The   company  continued   to   advance  North   through   these   woods  meeting   no 
resistance  to  the  South  edge  of  BOSSOIS  BOIS.     We  then  returned  to  our 
normal  objective  and  organized  our  position.     We  remained  in  this  position, 
October  8th,  9th  and  10th. 

October  11th  to  15th — On  the  11th  October,  Co.  L,  less  two  platoons,  was 
ordered  to  go  up  on  the  left  of  the  113th  Infantry  to  fill  gap  between  that 
regiment  and  the  116th.  We  moved  up,  and  at  15:00  o'clock  took  position 
on  the  South  side  of  MOLLEVILLE  RAVINE,  covering  sector  from  point  26. 
—81.5  to  point'  26.4 — 81.5  making  contact  with  F  Co.,  113th  on  our  right. 
The  Stokes  Mortars  and  enemy  high  explosives  made  this  position  on  the  ex- 
posed side  of  the  slope,  with  no  protection  other  than  digging  in,  almost  im- 
possible to  hold;  so  I  advanced  the  company  to  trench  in  bottom  of  ravine, 
but  had  to  withdraw  to  edge  of  woods  as  both  flanks  were  exposed  to  heavy 
machine  gun  fire.  This  line  was  held  until  12:00  o'clock  12th  Oct.,  when  we 
were  relieved  by  the  113th  Infantry  extending  its  line  to  the  left  to  mclude 
point  26. — 81.5,  thereby  covering  sector  we  had  occupied.  We  moved  back 
to  Regimental  support,  remaining  in  support  October  13th  and  14th. 

October  15th  to  17th — On  Oct.  15th  this  company  was  the  assaulting  com- 
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pany  on  the  right  half  of  the  116th  regiment  sector,  I  Co.  being  the  assault- 
ing company  on  the  left.     L  Co's  sector  was  from  25.5  to  26,  parallel  of  de- 
parture from  the  South  side  of  MOLLEVILLE  RAVINE,  and  advance  was 
.almost  due  North.     The  company  was  in  position  at  6:30   A.M.   with   verbal 
.orders  to  advance  North  with  company  right  resting  on  26  meridian.     At  7:45 
we  moved  into  the  RAVINE,  our  right  resting  on   26  meridian;   but  F   Co., 
113th  which  was  on  our  right,   remained  in  woods   at  parallel  of   departure, 
leaving  our  right  exposed.     This  advance  was  made  impossible  by  very  heavy 
enemy  machine  gun  fire  enfilading  from  the  right,  as  enemy  had  moved  ma- 
chine guns   down  to  the   North   edge   of  MOLLEVILLE   RAVINE   in  BUL- 
TRUY BOIS  to  the  right  of  the  116th  sector,  and  these  guns  were  firing  up 
the  ravine   (East)   on  our  right  and  exposed  flank.     Two  attempts  were  made 
to  advance,  but  each  time  we  were  stopped  with  loss  by  enemy  machine  guns 
firing  from  our  right.     I  sent  company  runners  to  Commanding   Officer,   3rd 
Bn.  to  notify  him  that  our  right  flank  was  exposed  and  that  it  was  impossible 
to  pass  across  the  ravine  with  enemy  machine  guns  on  our  right  and  no  flank 
protection.     No  reply  was   received  from  the   Commanding   Officer   until   late 
in  the  day  after  MOLLEVILLE  RAVINE  was  crossed.   The  enemy  was  shelling 
our  position  heavily  and  using  quite  a  lot  of  gas,  so  one  platoon  of  113th  noti- 
fied me  that  they  would  move  forward  on  my  right  to  bottom  of  ravine.     As 
soon  as  they  moved  out  we  advanced  our  line  with  them  and  continued  this 
advance,  our  right  flank  being  exposed  after  passing  the  bottom  of  the  ravine. 
We  cleared  out  the  machine  guns  in  BULTRUY  BOIS  West  of  26  meridian, 
but  found  that  the  enemy  moved  around  our  exposed  right  and  replaced  ma- 
chine guns,  firing  on  us  from  the  rear.     So  it  was  necessary  to  send  back  one 
platoon  to  again  clear  out  this  part  of  BULTRUY  BOIS.     Company  M  came 
up  in  support  and  protected  my  right  against  a  flanking  movement  which  the 
enemy  attempted,  with  a  force  of  more  than   75  men.     Company  M  and  one 
platoon  of  F  company,  113th,  came  in  on  my  right  but  failed  to  make  contact 

on  their  right. 

We  held  position  on  hill  West  of  BULTRUY  BOIS  through  the  night  of 
October  15th  and  were  relieved  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  returning  to  Brig- 
ade reserve  occupying  trenches— normal  objective  of  Third  Battalion  on  the 
8th  of  October  just  South  of  BOIS  DE  BRABANT-S-MEUSK. 

October  17th  to  28th — Our  status  changed  to  Regimental  Reserve,  although 
we  were  holding  same  position.  On  the  18th  of  October  L  company  returned 
to  the  front  line,  relieving  F  company,  116th.  We  retained  this  position  until 
the  morning  of  23rd  of  October,  when  we  withdrew  through  the  115th  Third 
Battalion  to  Regimental  Reserve  for  eleven  hours.  At  17:30  o'clock  the  23rd 
of  October,  we  were  ordered  to  report  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  1st 
Bn.  and  we  moved  immediately  to  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GBANDE  MONTAGNK 
where  we  spent  the  night  of  23rd-24th  October.  On  the  morning  0f  the  24th 
we  moved  up  on  the  right  of  B  company,  116th,  covering  their  advance  by  our 
fire.  On  the  night  of  the  24th  w#  relieved  E  and  F  companies,  110th,  on  the 
left  of  B  Company,  holding  this  section  of  the  front  line  until  relieved  by  the 
115th  on  the  night  of  27th  of  October,  when  we  moved  back  to  the  Regimental 
Reserve.     On  the  28th  of  October  we  withdrew  to  VERDUN. 

KWART  JOHNSTON, 
Captain,   116th  Infantry. 


m>  29TH  DIVISION 

Operations  Beport,  First  Platoon,  Co.  L,  116th  Infantry. 

Oct.  8 — This  platoon,  along  with  4th  platoon,  were  the  assaulting  platoons. 
On  the  morning  of  the  8th  at  5:00  A.M.  we  started  our  drive  with  the  4th 
platoon  on  my  right  and  the  115th  on  my  left.  Until  our  intermediate  objec- 
tive was  reached  we  had  very  little  resistance  until  we  arrived  at  the  point. 
It  was  here  we  captured  our  first  prisoners,  9  in  number,  also  several  machine 
guns.  A  few  seconds  before  this  I  lost  2  of  my  platoon  by  shell  fire  from  our 
own  artillery.  Leaving  these  trenches  to  be  mopped  up  by  supporting  pla- 
toons we  moved  forward  slowly  but  surely,  until  we  ran  into  a  machine  gun: 
nest.  Had  very  little  trouble  capturing  this  along  with  9  prisoners.  We  now 
started  towards  our  normal  objective  and  also  towards  the  worst  bunch  of 
machine  gun  nests  imaginable.  These  guns  were  taken  by  an  advance  from 
the  flanks  and  also  21  prisoners.  We  were  held  up  at  this  point  about  4  hours, 
waiting  for  our  left  to  come  up,  which  was  the  115th  Infantry.  No  relief  on 
our  left  being  in  sight  after  waiting  this  long,  it  was  necessary  to  fill  in  the 
gap  with  the  2nd  platoon,  L  Company  and  one  platoon  of  K  company  and 
immediately  advanced  silencing  machine  guns  and  capturing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  210  prisoners.  This  made  possible  our  advance  through  the  wood  to 
our  front,  a  distance  of  1  kilometer.  We  slept  that  night  in  trenches  on  our 
normal  objective. 

Oct.  9 — On  the  morning  of  this  day  we  vacated  these  trenches  and  retired 
to  dugouts  and  were  held  in  regimental  reserve. 

Oct.  10 — No  change. 

Oct.  11 — This  platoon,  less  2  automatic  squads,  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Regimental  Headquarters  at  7:00  A.M.  as  provost  guard.  The  day  was  spent 
hq  rounding  up  skulkers  and  stragglers.  At  4:00  P.M.  I  was  ordered  to  re- 
port with  my  detail,  Lt.  Roberts  and  21  men  to  my  Battalion  Commander  for 
duty  with  same.  I  remained  with  my  detail  in  the  vicinity  of  Bn.  Hqrs.  until 
8:00  A.M.  of  the  12th. 

Oct.  12 — I  was  ordered  to  send  one  Sergeant  and  10  men  in  company  with 
a  scout  detail  of  equal  strength  to  reinforce  M  Company,  116th  Infantry, 
which  was  reported  to  have  suffered  50%  casualties.  This  left  me  only  eight 
men  of  my  platoon.  With  remaining  detail  I  was  ordered  800  M.  to  rear  and 
again  established   provost   guard. 

October  18th — No  change. 

Oct.  14 — Remained  on  provost  guard  all  day  until  5:30  P.M.  Was  recalled 
and  ordered  to  report  back  to  my  company. 

Oct.  15 — This  morning  I  reorganized  my  platoon  and  formed  a  support 
for  the  two  assaulting  platoons  that  took  part  in  the  second  drive  which  started 
on  this  date.  Constant  machine  gun  fire  held  up  our  advance,  which  finally 
got  under  way.  About  half  way  up  the  hill  towards  our  objective  we  were 
called  upon  to  flank  a  hostile  machine  gun;  during  this  operation  we  lost  one 
mar  and  also  captured  the  gun.  After  arriving  on  our  objective  we  con- 
solidated our  positions  and  organized  a  strong  point.  I  want  to  state  here 
that  owing  to  the  poor  support  which  we  received  on  our  right  flank  we  could 
never  do  ourselves  justice.  We  were  constantly  exposed  to  very  harassing  ma- 
chine gun  fire  which  could  have  been  avoided  if  some  provision  had  been  made 
to  have  taken  care  of  our  right.  The  113th  Inf.,  which  was  in  touch  with  our 
right  at  the  jump  off  claimed  to  have  known  nothing  whatever  of  our  pro- 
posed movement.     Here  the  platoon  commander  was  relieved  of  command  of 
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this  platoon,  and  assigned  to  command  of  M  Company,  of  which  he  held  com- 
mand until  the  morning  of  the  30th. 

Qct.  iq — Relieved  from  these  positions  at  5:00  A.M.  by  G  Company,  2nd 
Bn.,  and  fell  back  to  position  of  reserve,  where  this  platoon  was  consolidated 
with  the  other  three  platoons  of  the  company. 

CHAS.  F.  SOURITT, 
1st  Lt.,  Co.  L,  116th  Inf. 


Operations  Report,  Second  Platoon,  Co.  L,   116th  Inf. 

Oct.  s — As  ordered,  I  was  in  position  as  the  right  support   platoon  of  L 
Company,  116th  Inf.,   at   midnight  on  Southwest  of  RAVIN  DU   BOIS  DES 
CAl'RlSS.     At  4:15  o'clock  the  next  morning  our  barrage  started  to  play  on 
enemy's  first  line.     At  5:00  o'clock  barrage  lifted,  and  we  started  to  advance. 
Both  assault  and  support  platoons  advanced  in  squad  columns  until  they  had 
passed   through   enemy's   wire   entanglements,   where   the   regular   assault    for- 
mation  was  taking  up.     Enemy's   first  line  was  taken   with   little   resistance, 
the  same  can  be  said  of  the  second  line,  although  we  were  held  up  for  a  brief 
period  here.     Up  to  this  time  my  platoon  had  little  to  do  outside  of  mopping 
up.     After  passing  enemy's  second  line  we  continued  to  advance  without  fur- 
ther  resistance  until  we   reached   a   point   about   200   meters   South   of   BOIS 
BRABANT,  where  we  were  held  up  by  heavy  machine  gun  fire.     Up  till  now 
my  platoon  was  still  intact.     We  are  now  on  the  normal  objective  of  the  3rd 
Bn.,  which  was   reached   at   9:20  o'clock.     We   held   this  position  under   very 
heavy  machine  gun  fire  until  14:00  o'clock,  awaiting  a  passage  of  lines  (which 
never  did  take  place)  when  I  received  an  order  from  my  company  commander, 
(Oapt.  Johnston),  to  move   my  platoon   on   his  left  flank,   which   was   exposed 
owing  to  lack  of  contact   with   the  115th    Infantry.     After  following   out  his 
order  I  reported  to  him   in  person.     He  then  ordered  me  to  prepare  my  men  to 
go  over  the  top  and  advance  into  the  woods  with  him.     He  had  with  him  the 
remaining  three  platoons   of  L  Company.      Al    14:30   o'clock   my   platoon    wenl 
over,  supported   by   a  platoon    from    K   Company  and   advanced    into  the   woods. 
At   the   same  time  Captain   Johnston   moved    forward    with   his   men.      One   half 
hoUI  later   we  had   cleared   the   woods,   capturing   240   prisoners   ami    many   ma 
chine   guns.      In   this   action   I   had   two   men   killed   and    12    wounded.      We   ate 
linner  in  the  BOSSOIS   HOTS,  then   returned  to  the  3rd    Bn.   normal  objective, 
as  the  1st  Bn.  had   in   the  meantime   moved   up, 

Qcti   <)__;\Joved   back   to   roar   about   300   meters   to   dugouts,   where   we   wen- 
held   as  Regimental    Reserve. 

Oct.  10— Same  place.     Still  in  reserve. 

0cL  n — Ordered  to  report  to  CO.,  1st   Bn.,  with  detail  of  two  platoons 

Infantry  and  one  machine   gnu   section.     On   reporting  to  Captain    Stuck,  com 
manding  1st  Bn.,  he  ordered  me  to  take  up  a  position  on  his  right  flank  and 
advance  with  his  battalion,  keeping   in  contact   with  the   1  1 3th  Infantry,   which 
by  the  way,  were  about  one  kilo,  to  his  right   rear.     Remained  in   position  un- 
der heavy  artillery  fire  for  18  hours,  waiting  for  the  advance  to  begin. 

()(.ft  12 Relieved  by  E  Company  and  returned  to  3rd   Bn.   Eqs.     Lost    five 

men:   one  killed  and  four  wounded,  while  protecting  1st  Bn.  right  flank.    Later 
in  the  day  1  returned  to  my  company  and  moved  back  to  dugouts  as  Regimental 

Support. 

Oct.  13th  and   11th— Still  in  dugouts  as  regimental  support. 
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Oct.  15 — L  Company  is  the  right  assaulting  company  and  my  platoon  is 
the*  right  assaulting  platoon.  M  Company  is  supporting  L.  No  one  on  our 
right  flank.  Ordered  to  advance  due  North  to  obtain  advantage  of  high  ground 
on  our  immediate  front.  At  7:45  o'clock  we  started  to  advance,  but  did  not 
get  far  as  it  was  impossible  to  move  forward  with  our  right  flank  exposed 
without  suffering  great  losses.  I  received  orders  from  my  company  com- 
mander to  return  to  edge  of  woods,  from  which  we  had  started,  which  I  did  at 
once.  We  held  this  position  until  about  10:30  o'clock  when  I  was  ordered  to 
advance  again.  In  the  meantime  a  portion  of  the  113th  Infantry  had  moved 
up  on  our  right  and  that  made  things  a  lot  more  easier.  We  advanced  to  crest 
of  hill  and  met  with  strong  resistance  from  Machine  Guns.  At  this  point  we 
captured  one  machine  gun  and  four  prisoners,  two  others  were  killed  while 
trying  to  recover  gun.  I  was  then  ordered  to  consolidate  and  hold  what  we 
had.     In  this  action  I  lost  five  men:  one  being  killed  and  four  wounded. 

Oct.  16 — Relieved  by  F  Company,  115th  Infantry.  Returned  to  3rd  Bn. 
normal  objective  of  first  day  as  Brigade  Reserve. 

Oct.   17 — Same  place.     Now  Regimental  Reserve. 

Oct.  18 — Returned  to  line  and  relieved  F  Company,  116th  Infantry.  Held 
line  until  morning  of  October  23rd,  when  we  withdrew  through  3rd  Bn.,  115th 
Infantry,   to    regimental    support. 

Oct.  23 — At  14:00  o'clock  we  were  ordered  to  report  to  CO.,  1st  Bn., 
116th  Inf.  Remained  in  readiness  in  vicinity  of  1st  Bn.  P.C.  until  morning 
of  24th,  when  we  took  up  a  position  on  B  Co 's  right,  which  we  were  ordered 
to  hold.     In  this  action  I  had  one  man  killed  and  four  wounded. 

Oct.  24 — L  Company  relieved  companies  E  and  F  and  my  platoon  held  the 
line  until  relieved  on  night  of  27th. 

Oct.   27 — Relieved   by   115th    Infantry. 

Oct.  £S— Marched  to  VERDUN. 

S.   R.   HODGE, 
1st  Lieut.,  L  Co.,  116th  Inf. 
****** 

Operations  Report,  Third  Platoon,  Co.  L,  116th  Infantry. 

On  this  date  at  5:00  o'clock  A.M.  our  battalion  started  slowly  to  ad- 
vance. H  Company  was  the  assaulting  Company  with  I  Company  on  our  right, 
and  the  115th  Inf.  on  our  left.  The  3rd  Platoon  was  in  support  of  the  first 
platoon.  The  fust  joint  of  our  objective  was  reached  with  very  little  resis- 
tance at  all.  From  the  first  to  the  second  objective  we  were  held  up  on  ac- 
count of  a  machine  gun  on  our  left  flank.  This  is  where  a  part  of  my  men 
captured  their  first  prisoners.  I  sent  a  few  men  back  with  these  prisoners. 
One  proved  to  be  ' '  yellow, ' '  however,  and  went  back  on  his  own  hook.  This 
man's  name  was  Pvt.  (Deleted).  We  were  held  up  about  a  half  hour  at 
this  point.  We  then  went  forward  again  until  we  reached  the  edge  of  the 
woods.  It  was  there  that  we  received  our  Baptism  of  Fire.  We  were  held 
up  here  for  four  hours.  This  platoon  had  very  little  to  do  in  capturing  them 
on  account  of  having  to  close  a  gap  in  the  left  flank,  caused  by  the  115th  In- 
fantry being  held  up.  It  was  here  that  we  lost  our  first  man  by  being  wounded. 
After  mopping  up  this  strong  point  the  company  was  assembled  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ravine  and  drove  through  the  woods  in  a  body.  That  night  we  slept 
in  the  trenches  of  the  final  objective,  a  very  tired  bunch. 

Oct.  9 — Vacated  these  trenches  and  moved  back  to  dugouts  and  were  held 
in  reserve  of  the  first  and  second  battalions. 
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Oct.  10 — No  change.     Still  in  reserve. 

Oct.  11 — On  this  morning  we  moved  up  in  support  near  Regimental  Head- 
quarters on  a  road.  We  stayed  here  about  two  hours  when  we  were  called  on 
to  fill  in  a  gap  between  the  113th  and  116th  Inf.  Arriving  on  the  line  we 
dug  in  for  the  night. 

Oct.  12 — It  was  here  that  enemy  artillery  harassed  us  and  we  lost  3  men: 
1  killed  and  2  wounded.  At  noon  on  the  same  day  we  were  relieved  by  the 
113th  Inf.  and  we  went  back  in  support  position  on  road. 

Oct.   13th  and   14th — Positions  unchanged.      Still   in   reserve. 

Oct.  15 — On  this  day  we  went  out  of  the  woods  and  started  our  second 
drive.  Immediately  after  clearing  woods  we  were  stopped  by  violent  machine 
gun  fire  and  we  retired  back  in  the  woods  for  a  couple  of  hours.  Finally  we  got 
started.  We  were  in  support  of  the  2nd  and  4th  platoons.  It  was  an  uphill 
advance,  held  up  now  and  then  by  a  few  machine  guns.  We  lost  two  men  be- 
fore reaching  the  top  of  the  hill.  Shell  holes  galore  on  top  of  this  hill  and  it 
was  there  that  we  dug  in  and  consolidated  our  positions,  pestered  now  and 
then  by  a  few  snipers.     We  slept  here  all  night. 

0ct.  iff—Relieved  at  5:00  o'clock  A.M.  by  Co.  G  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  116th 
Inf.     We  retired  back  to  our  former  support  positions  in  dugouts. 

Oct.  17-18-19 — Positions  remained  same  until  night  of  the  19th.  At  dusk 
we  moved  up  to  relieve  Co.  F  of  the  2nd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.  We  remained  here 
until  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  when  we  moved  back  in  shelters  around  our  old 
Bn.  Hqrs.  We  stayed  here  exactly  7  hours  amidst  a  violent  bombardment.  It 
was  here  we  lost  one  of  our  sergeants.  On  this  same  day  at  4:00  P.M.  we 
moved  forward  again  to  support  B  Company  of  the   1st  Bn.     We  stayed   in 

support  that  night. 

Oct.  24— Moved  up  and  took  up  B  Company's  position,  when  they  advanced 
forward  to  straighten  the  line.  It  was  here  we  were  forced  to  dig  in  owing 
to  a  very  harassing  machine  gun  on  our  immediate  right.  We  lost  most  of 
our  men  at  this  point  without  filing  a  shot.  8  men  in  all  were  wounded.  We 
stayed  in  these  positions  all  day  and  that  night  with  our  whole  company; 
moved  up  and  relieved  E  and   P  Cos.  of  the  2nd  Bn. 

Oct.  25-26-27 — Positions  remained  the  same  until  the  night  of  the  27th, 
when  we  were  relieved  by  the  110th  Infantry.  Here  we  had  started  a  series 
of  support  trenches,  which,  however,  we  did  not  complete.  Footsore  and  weary, 
but  still  ready  to  fight,  we  went  back  in  reserve  in  dugouts  .''t  the  bottom  of 
the  ravine  and  after  spending  a  night  and  part  of  the  next   day  the  battalion 

was  relieved. 

Oct.  28— At  4:00  P.M.  on  this  date  the  battalion  was  formed  and  took  a 
lonjr  hike  to  a  historic  town  called  VEBDTJN  and  spent  the  ttighti 

.JOHN    B.    ARNOLD, 

Bgt.,  Co.  L,  iinth  inf. 

Operations   Report,    Fourth    Platoon,    Co.    />.    ll$th    Inf. 

Oct.  £— Went  over  the  top  at  5:00  A.M.  Reached  our  first  objective  with 
very  little  resistance.  Reached  cor  second  after  running  into  several  machine 
?uns.  Reached  our  normal  objective  after  being  held  up  by  stubborn  resis- 
tance by  machine  guns  and  Snipers,  also  a  little  enemy  artillery.  The  1st  Bn. 
then  passed  through  and  we  took  Up  our  position  in  the  German's  third  lino 
trench  for  the  night.     On  this  day  we  had  one  wounded  by  machine,  gun  fire. 

Oct.  9— Took  up  our  position   in  trenches,   being  held   in   reserve. 
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Oct.   10 — Position  unchanged. 

Oct.  11 — We  moved  up  in  the  woods  by  Regimental  Headquarters  in  sup- 
port. We  were  ordered  to  fill  in  the  gap  between  the  116th  and  113th,  and 
dug  ourselves   in. 

Oct.  12 — Same  position.  Lost  two  men,  one  killed  and  one  wounded. 
Were  relieved  about  noon  by  113th.  Went  back  to  the  road  in  the  woods, 
where  we  had  our  Headquarters. 

Oct.  13 — Same  position  as  the  12th. 

Oct.  14th — Same  position  as  the  13th. 

Oct.  15 — Started  a  drive  at  7:45.  Went  out  in  open.  Met  with  resistance 
by  heavy  artillery  fire  in  our  lines,  also  machine  gun  fire.  Were  held  up  about 
three  hours.  We  then  started  over  and  reached  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  we 
vere  held  up  by  some  machine  guns  with  nobody  on  either  flank.  On  this  day 
we  lost  10  men,  3  "killed  and  7  wounded.     We  spent  the  night  in  shell  holes. 

Oct.  16 — Were  relieved  from  the  line  by  G  Company,  116th.  Went  back 
to  third  line  trenches,  acting  as  reserve. 

Oct.  17 — Same  position  as  on  the  16th. 

Oct.  19 — At  night  we  moved  up  to  the  line,  relieving  Co.  F,  116th,  which 
we  held  until  the  morning  of  October  23rd. 

Oct.  23 — We  were  relieved  by  the  1st  Bn.  Took  up  position  to  start  a 
drive.  Went  back  to  dugouts,  from  which  place  we  moved  up  in  support  of 
B  Company,  116th,  at  night. 

Oct.  24 — Moved  in  behind  B  Co.,  where  we  stayed  until  night  and  then 
went  up  on  the  line,  relieving  E  and  F  Cos.,  which  position  we  held  until 
night  of  Oct.  27th.  During  the  day  we  lost  one  man  killed,  three  wounded  by 
artillery.     We  were  relieved  by  the  115th  Infantry. 

Oct.  28 — We  stayed  in  shelters  all  day.  Moved  that  night  to  the  rear 
where  the  Bn.  was  formed.  We  then*  marched  to  VERDUN,  where  we  spent 
the  night. 

CREEGAN, 

Sgt.,  Co.  L,   116th  Infantry. 


REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  M,  116TB.  INFANTRY. 

S  October  18.  My  company  was  in  position  at  0  hour,  having  marched 
from  camp  near  FORT  DE  CHANA  the  night  of  7  October.  The  men  slept 
on  the  ground  until  5:00  o'clock  when  I  formed  the  company  for  attack:  I 
Company  was  the  right  assault  company  and  M  Company,  the  right  support 
Company.  At  5:30  the  barrage  started  and  I  Company  moved  forward.  My 
company  followed  at  400  meters.  The  enemy  barrage  fell  after  about  10 
minutes  but  it  was  scattered  and  I  passed  thru  without  casualties.  My  right 
forward  platoon  under  Lt.  Howe  assisted  the  French  on  my  right  to  reduce 
a  machine  gun  nest  on  the  first  objective.  We  took  some  prisoners  (about  20) 
and  killed  some  (about  10)  who  ran.  The  second  objective  was  easily  reached 
and  we  moved  toward  the  third  (the  normal  objective  of  the  Bn.)  When 
near  it  my  forward  platoons  halted  and  the  chiefs  sent  messages  that  I  Co. 
had  halted.  I  then  received  a  message  from  Lt.  Dinges  saying  that  he  was 
held  up  by  machine  gun  fire  on  his  right  and  asking  for  help.  I  sent  a  sec- 
tion of  Stokes  Mortars  and  automatic  squad.  They  captured  the  guns  and 
gunners.  I  then  moved  forward  to  my  normal  objective  and  took  shelter  in 
shell  holes.     Late  in  the  evening  we  were  subjected  to  severe  shell  fire  and  I 
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had  three  casualties   (1  death).     Many  Boche  aeroplanes  flew  over  firing  ma- 
chine guns.     We  slept  in  shell  holes. 

9  October  18.  About  daybreak  our  position  was  violently  shelled,  there 
being  no  shelter  save  shell  holes.  Several  casualties.  About  9  o  'clock  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  the  Bn.  CO.  to  occupy  a  system  of  trenches  to  my  left 
front  which  I  Co.  had  moved  out  of.  I  took  position  there  in  a  dense  fog. 
About  one  half  hour  after,  I  got  numerous  reports  that  the  Boche  were  counter- 
attacking and  driving  the  1st  Bn.  back.  •  Men  came  back  with  wild  stories.  I 
stopped  all  I  could  catch  and  put  them  in  my  trench  and  ordered  that  it  be 
held  at  all  cost.  The  fog  was  so  dense  that  I  could  not  ascertain  the  location 
of  other  units  but  I  organized  the  trench  as  well  as  I  could  with  A.R's  to  pro- 
tect my  flanks.  No  counterattack  reached  me  and  shortly  afterwards  I  got  in 
liaison  with  all  the  other  companies  of  my  Bn.  and  we  organized  for  defense. 

10  October  18.  Had  my  first  gas — a  few  shells  which  caused  a  few  slight 
casualties.  About  3:00  o'clock  (P.M.)  I  was  ordered  to  report  with  K  and 
M  companies  to  Major  Barrett,  115th  to  fill  a  supposed  gap  between  115th  and 
116th.  Found  out  on  reporting  that  no  gap  existed  so  marched  back  to  vicinity 
I  started  from  and  spent  night  in  dugouts  with  K  Company. 

11  October  18.  At  .6:00  o'clock  Bn.  moved  up  in  wood  near  MOLLE- 
VILLE  FARM;  while  taking  up  position  in  woods,  Lt.  Howe  was  killed  by  a 
75  shell.  At  17:00  o'clock  I  received  an  order  from  Bn.  CO.  to  move  to  front, 
extend  line  occupied  by  L  Company  which  was  on  left  of  113th  Inf.  and  con- 
Dect  with  116th.  It  was  dark  when  I  started  and  the  three  guides  given  me 
all  became  bewildered   in  the  darkness  so  I  bivouacked  in  the  woods. 

12  October  18.  At  5:30  I  started  to  find  L  Company.  Located  them  with- 
out trouble  and  reeonnoitered  with  Captain  Johnston.  After  having  placed 
one  platoon  and  while  placing  the  second  the  Boche  began  a  terrific  bombard- 
ment of  the  whole  adjacent  area.  My  company  suffered  39  casualties  in  less 
than  5  minutes.  We  expected  a  counterattack  and  prepared  for  it  but  nothing 
developed.     There  was  a  very  large  gap  and  I  never  could  completely  fill  it. 

IS  October  18.     Held  same  position.   Very  little  shelling. 

14  October   18.     Same. 

15  October  18.  Took  position  at  8:00  o'clock  ready  to  follow  L  Company 
as  Bn.  support  according  to  verbal  attack  order.  At  8:15  L  Company  moved 
forward  and  I  prepared  to  follow.  Upon  emerging  from  the  wood  L  Com- 
pany was  met  with  a  terriffic  machine  gun  fire  from  the  right  flank.  I  suf- 
fered from  it  also.  The  113th  Inf.  did  not  advance  as  both  Captain  Johnson 
and  myself  had  been  told  it  would.  This  left  our  right  flank  exposed  as  our 
direction  took  us  away  from  the  woods  where  the  machine  gun  fire  was  coining 
from.  Captain  .Johnston  immediately  reported  the  situation  to  the  Bn.  CO. 
and  asked  for  cover  for  the  right  flank  or  permission  to  leave  proper  sector 
and  clean  up  woods  on  right  flank.  Meanwhile  we  got  in  touch  with  company 
commander  of  the  113th  who  said  he  had  00  orders  to  advance  but  had  heard 
he  would  be  ordered  to  advance.  We  never  received  any  answer  from  Bn. 
CO.,  but  Captaill  Johnston  received  an  order  from  CO.,  LI 6th  Infanlrv,  to 
advance  at  all  costs.  The  11 3th  was  notified  and  this  time  they  advanced  to 
COVer  the  flank  of  L  Company.  While#gOing  through  the  woods  I  ran  into  a 
heavy  bombardment  with  gas  and  U.K.  Suffered  many  casualties  but  finally 
reached  IVfOLLEVTLLE  FARM  where  1  reorganised  and  followed  L  Company. 
Found  them  again  held  up  by  machine  guns.  I  put  two  A. It.  squads  on  his 
right  to  fire  at  the  machine  guns  while  they  advanced.      In   a    few   minutes  my 
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men  reported  Boche  in  the  woods  to  our  right  and  right  rear.     I  thought  they 
were   mistaken   but   investigated    and    found   they   were    right.      The   A.    R's 
opened  on  them  and  scattered  them.     I  began  placing  my  men  to  protect  the 
right  flank  and  discovered  about  6  or  8  Boche  in  a  hole  about  30  yards  away 
in  the  woods  placing  a  machine  gun.     I  showed  them  to  2  or  3  men  who  were 
with   me   and  we   opened  fire   on  them,   killing   three  and  driving  the   others 
away.    I  got  up  to  about  10  feet  from  the  hole.     There  was  wire  in  the  front ; 
when  I  saw  about  10  more  about  30  yards    farther    back    in    the    woods.      I 
emptied  my  45  at  them  and  they  ran.     I  started  after  them  with  a  few  men 
but  decided  it  would  be  better  not  to  go  further  into  the  woods  as  I  would 
necessarily  lose  contact  with  L  Company  and  leave  the  whole  right  flank  ex- 
posed.    So  I  retired  from  the  woods  being  somewhat  hastened  by  a  machine 
gun  which  opened  on  us.     I  then  placed  my  men  just  inside  the  woods  with 
wide  intervals  and  extended  as  far  to  the  flanks  as  I  could  with  an  A.R.  on 
the  extreme  flank,  keeping  a  small  reserve  in  shell  holes.     A  few  more  Boche 
were  seen  coming  up  through  the  woods  but  they  ran  when  my  men  fired  on 
them.    A  platoon  of  the  113th  reported  to  me  just  before  dark  and  I  put  them 
on  my  right  flank  and  I  instructed  the  platoon  chief  to  connect  with  his  com- 
pany which  he  said  was  somewhere  on  the  right.     Just  then  I  was  ordered  to 
report  at  Bn.  Hqrs.  to  take  command  of  the  Bn. 

Upon  reaching  Bn.  Hq.  I  found  Major  Waller  in  command  of  both  the  2nd 
and  3rd  Bns.  Before  dawn  we  were  relieved  by  the  1st  Bn.  and  two  companies 
of  the  115th.  The  3rd  Bn.  went  back  into  Brigade  reserve  and  Major  Markey 
took  command. 

October  18,  1918— About  noon  I  was  ordered  to  relieve  the  Second  Bn. 
and  guides  having  been  arranged,  the  3rd  Bn.  moved  out  at  6:30  P.M.  The 
relief  was  completed  successfully  about  9:30.  Nothing  of  interest  hap- 
pened during  the  night. 

19  Oct.  18.     Remained  on  front  line. 

20  Oct.  18.     Same. 

21  Oct.  18.  The  Bn.  was  relieved  by  the  1st  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  we  moved 
back  to  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  as  Regimental  Reserve.  The  1st  and 
2nd  Bns.  attacked.  We  were  heavily  shelled  during  the  day  and  just  before 
dark  L  and  K  companies  were  ordered  to  report  to  Capt.  Stack  to  act  as  sup- 
ports. L  Company  moved  very  promptly  but  K  was  badly  disorganized  by 
shell  fire  and  did  not  get  its  strength  up  until  morning.  Both  companies  were 
sent  into  line  by  Captain  Stack  and  suffered  casualties. 

22  Oct.  18.  The  3rd  Bn.  was  ordered  about  2:00  P.M.  to  relieve  the  1st 
Bn.,  115th  Inf.  We  moved  up  as  soon  as  it  was  dark  and  fbund  that  K  and  L 
companies  were  in  the  front  line  and  Captain  Stack  would  not  consent  that 
they  be  withdrawn.  The  1st  Bn.,  115th,  was  relieved  by  I  and  M  companies. 
About  midnight  L  Company  was  withdrawn  and  relieved  E  and  F  companies. 

23  Oct.  18.  K  company  was  relieved  and  placed  in  reserve.  Nothing  of 
interest  on  the  front  except  Boche  very  close  indeed,  30  or  40  yards. 

24  Oct.  18.  Held  front  line.  Counterattack  threatened  at  5:30  but  never 
materialized. 

25  Oct.  18.     Held  front  line. 

26  Oct.  18.     Same. 

27  Oct.  18.  Relieved  after  dark  by  115th  Infantry.  Went  back  into  BOIS 
DE  CONSENVOYE  as  regimental  reserve. 

28  Oct.  18.     Was  ordered  to  march  to  VERDUN  at  5:00  P.M.     Later  or- 
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dered  to  move  at  5:30.     Moved  out  and  marched  safely  to  VERDUN.     Billeted 
in  CITADEL. 

A.  D.  BARKSDALE, 

Captain,    116th    Infantry. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  1st  Platoon,  Co.  M,  116th  Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  the  7th  and  8th  October  1918,  the  1st  platoon  being  the 
right  support  platoon  of  the  right  support  Company,  went  into  position  on 
the  Northeast  side  of  the  MEUSE  RIVER.  At  5:00  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th,  we  started  to  advance,  gaining  our  first  objective  at  6:15  A.M., 
where  we  were  held  for  a  short  time  by  machine  gun  fire  from  the  French 
sector  and  our  own  artillery  fire  falling  short.  At  9:00  o'clock  we  reached 
our  normal  objective,  in  the  meantime  capturing  quite  a  few  prisoners  and 
without  loss  of  men  in  my  platoon.  This  platoon  we  held  until  our  Battalion 
was  relieved  by  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  116th  Infantry  then  we  withdrew  to 
the  reserve  in  the  rear,  remaining  in  hostile  artillery  fire  all  night,  taking 
shelter  in  shell  holes.  We  remained  in  this  vicinity  until  the  morning  of  the 
11th  October  18,  when  we  moved  up  to  take  position  on  the  front,  being  sub- 
jected to  enemy  artillery  frre  wounding  about  one-third  of  my  platoon  and 
killing  Lt.  Elliott  H.  Howe,  our  platoon  leader.  This  position  as  support  to 
the  assault  company  we  held  until  the  morning  of  the  15th  October  18,  when 
we  started  our  second  advance  and  being  held  up  on  account  of  enemy  ma- 
chine gun  fire  and  quite  a  few  gas  shells  which  caused  a  number  of  casualties, 
reached   our  objective  at  16:45  o'clock.     Losses   in  killed:     two  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  October  18  our  Battalion  was  again  relieved 
by  the  1st  Battalion,  falling  back  in  reserve  where  we  remained  until  the  night 
of  the  19th  and  20th  October  18  when  we  moved  up  to  the  front.  This  posi 
tion  as  support  to  the  right  assault  company  we  held  until  the  morning  of  ?.'? 
October  18  when  we  fell  back  for  24  hours  in  reserve.  The  night  of  the  24th 
October  18  my  platoon  was  again  moved  up  to  the  front  where  we  remained 
until  the  night  of  the  27th  Oct.  18,  being  relieved  by  a  platoon  of  the  1st  Bat- 
talion, 115th  Infantry. 

The  night  of  the  28  October  18  we  were  relieved  from  the  trout  and  moved 
back  to  VERDUN. 

C.  E.  SULPHIN, 
Pvt.  1st  Class,  Co.  M,  116th  Inf. 
****** 
Operatuyns  Report,  Second  Platoon,  Co.  M,  116th  Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  the  7  October  18,  the  13n«l  PlatOOD  in  charge  of  2nd  Lieut. 
James  M.  Malcomb  moved  forward  from  a  small  strip  of  woods  about  3  kilo- 
meters Xorthof  VERDTX  and  after  hiking  until  nbout  1  :30  0  'clock,  8  Oct  18,  we 
were  permitted  to  rest  on  a  hillside  on  No  Man's  Land  until  about,  .1:00 
o'clock  on  morning  of  8  Oct.  18.  We  were  then  placed  in  line  to  await  the 
zero  hour,  which  was  5:00  o'clock  and  under  a  heavy  barrage  of  shell  fire  we 
advanced  across  Xo  Man's  Land  with  full  packs  to  meet  the  enemy.  W> 
captured  prisoners  and  reached  our  normal  objective  about  9:00  o'clock,  then 
relieved  by  the  1st  Bn.,  116th  Infantry.  We  were  left  in  reserve  and  made 
ourselves  as  comfortable  as  possible,  taking  shelter  in  shell  holes  for  the  re 
mainder  of  the  day  and  night. 

On  the  morning  of  9  October   18  we  moved   forward  a  few  hundred  yards 
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into  reserve  trenches  and  established  a  line  of  resistance  which  we  held  until 
the  evening  of  10  October  18,  then  being  withdrawn  and  held  in  dugouts  for 
the  night.  The  following  morning  we  marched  into  the  woods  and  as  night 
came  we  started  on  the  way  to  the  front  line  to  fill  the  vacancy  left  in  the 
front  lines  by  the  113th  Infantry  but  on  account  of  intense  darkness  we  be- 
came lost  and  stayed  in  the  woods  by  the  roadside  until  daybreak.  We  then 
moved  on  to  fill  the  vacant  line  which  was  only  a  short  distance  and  just  as 
we  were  going  into  position  the  enemy  threw  a  barrage  which  was  fierce  and  a 
hard  blow  to  the  2nd  platoon,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  company,  killing  a  few 
and  wounding  many,  among  the  wounded  was  our  platoon  leader,  Lt.  Malcomb. 
After  the  bombardment  we  took  our  position  which  we  held  until  the  morning 
of  the  15  October  18. 

On  the  morning  of  15  October  18  we  were  ordered  to  advance  again  which 
we  started  and  were  held  up  at  a  short  time  by  enemy  machine  gun  fire,  also  a 
number  of  gas  shells,  which  caused  a  few  casualties,  but  with  the  help  of  our 
artillery  and  our  automatic  rifles  and  grenades  we  reached  our  objective  some- 
time early  in  the  afternoon.  We  established  our  lines  by  using  shell  holes  as 
protection  and  connecting  up  with  the  113th  Infantry.  We  held  this  position 
for  the  night,  being  relieved  at  daybreak,  16  October  18.  We  then  went  back 
to  the  front  line  again  to  hold  the  trenches  and  held  this  position  until  morn- 
ing 21  October  18.  We  Avere  again  ordered  to  the  front  on  the  night  of  2-1 
October  18,  and  held  this  position  until  the  night  of  27  October  18,  being  re- 
lieved by  the  1st  Bn.,  115th  Infantry.  We  then  fell  back  to  dugouts  until  the 
night  of  28  October  18  when  the  116th  Infantry  was  relieved  and  marched 
back  to  VERDUN. 

VERNICE  M.  JONES, 
Pvt.  lcl.,  Co.  M,  116th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  Third  Platoon,  Co.  M,  116th  Inf. 

On  the  night  of  7  October  18  we  took  our  position  on  the  Northeast  side 
of  the  RIVER  MEUSE  and  on  the  morning  of  the  8  October  18  we  started  to 
drive  at  5:00  o'clock  reaching  our  objective  at  6:15  o'clock  and  capturing  a 
few  prisoners  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  We  were  held  by  enemy  machine  gun 
fire  a  short  time  and  continued  the  advance,  reaching  our  normal  objective  at 
9:00  o'clock  with  the  loss  of  one  man  and  was  relieved  by  the  1st  Battalion, 
116th  Infantry,  at  17:00  o'clock.  We  remained  in  support  under  hostile  artil- 
lery fire  remainder  of  the  night,  taking  shelter  in  shell  holes.  We  remained  in 
reserve  until  morning  of  the  12  October  18  when  we  took  up  position  on  the 
front  and  while  going  into  position  the  enemy  threw  a  barrage  on  our  com- 
pany, killing  a  few  and  wounding  about  one-half  of  our  platoon.  We  held  our 
position  until  morning  of  15  October  18  when  we  went  over  the  top  for  the 
second  time  and  were  held  up  a"  short  time  on  account  of  enemy  machine  gun 
fire,  also  the  enemy  threw  a  number  of  gas  shells  into  our  lines,  causing  a  few 
casualties.  We  reached  our  objective  at  16:45  o'clock  with  the  loss  of  two 
men.  We  held  our  position  until  the  morning  16  October  18,  then  were  re- 
lieved by  1st  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  and  dropped  back  in  reserve.  We  re- 
mained in  reserve  until  the  night  of  19  October  18,  then  took  our  position  on 
the  front  and  held  the  position  until  the  morning  of  23  October  18;  then  fell 
back  in  reserve  for  24  hours. 

We  went  back  to  the  front  line  on  night  of  24  October  18  and  held  our 
position  until  relieved  by  1st  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  on  night  of  27  October 
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18.     On  the  night  of  28  Oct.  18  the  regiment  was  relieved  and  were  moved 
back   to  VERDUN. 

LUTHER  L.  MANNING, 
Corporal,  Co.  M,  116th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report,  Fourth  Platoon,  Co.  M,   116th  Infantry. 

On  the  night  of  the  7  October  18  we  took  up  position  on  Northeast  side  of 
the  RIVER  MEUSE.  At  5:00  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  8  October  18  this 
platoon  moved  off  as  combat  liaison  between  the  115th  Infantry  and  116th 
Infantry.  Reached  our  first  objective  at  6:15  o'clock,  which  position  we  held 
a  short  period  of  time  under  hostile  artillery  fire  and  machine  gun  fire.  Moved 
forward  and  gained  our  normal  objective  at  9:45  o'clock.  This  position  was 
held  until  relieved  by  1st  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  then  joined  my  company 
ic  reserve.  On  9  October  18  this  platoon  was  merged  into  the  other  platoons 
of  the  company  to  replace  casualties  occuring  in  platoons. 

ARVLE  H.  ALLEY, 
Sgt.,  Co.  M,  116th  Inf. 

****** 

Operations  Report  of   112th   Machine   Gun   Battalion. 

On  October  7th  this  Battalion  was  encamped  in  the  woods  \y2  kilometers 
Southeast  of  FROMEREVILLE.  At  a  conference  with  the  brigade  commander 
concerning  the  disposition  of  the  units  of  this  command  in  the  attack  on 
October  8th  it  was  decided  to  attach  Companies  A  and  B  to  the  115th  Infantry 
and  Companies  C  and  D  to  the  116th  Infantry  for  the  following  reasons: 

1st:  The  French  Corps  attack  order  directed  the  assignment  of  machine 
gun  companies  to  the  assault  and  support  battalions. 

2nd:  The  terrain  was  such  that  it  was  apparent  that  the  machine  guns 
would  have  a  series  of  missions  which  could  not  be  clearly  foreseen  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  attack. 

The  company  commanders  were  assembled  and  Field  Order  No.  3,  direct- 
ing the  above  distribution,  was  issued.  At  the  same  time  the  following  points 
were  again  carefully  rehearsed: 

1.  Support  infantry  attacks  by  D.O.F.  (direct  overhead  fire),  whenever 
possible  protect  the  flanks,  advance  whenever  possible  by  bounds  of  section  and 

hold  consolidated   ground  by  oblique  fire. 

2.  Seep  your  transportation   with  you  as  long  as   possible. 

Liaison  was  established  by  machine  gun  companies  with   their  respective 

battalions  and  movement  began  to  the  front  at  16:30,  7  Oct.  18.  Headquarters 
Detachment,  112th  M.G.  Hn.,  consolidated  with  58th  Infantry  Brigade  and 
moved    forward   during   the   night   to   the    Brigade    P.O.   at    COTE    DE   TALOU. 

The  attack  proceeded  on  the  schedule  planned.  The  machine  gun  companies 
found  it  necessary  to  send  their  transportation  to  the  rear  and  in  most  cases 

the  concentration   to  2  platoons   resulted,   the  3d   platoon   being   used    for  carry 
ing  ammunition.      The  infantry  reached   its  intermediate  and   part   of   its  norrnnl 
Objective   the   evening  of  the    first    day,    I  he   machine    guns   taking  Up    their    mis 
sion  in  consolidation. 

The  9th  and  10th  were  days  devoted  to  the  strengthening  and  adjusting 
of  the  infantry  lines,  the  machine  guns  being  emplaced  to  properly  cover,  by 
Oblique  fire,   the   entire;   front. 

On  October   11th  the  1st    Battalion   attempted   to  cross  the  MOLLEVILLE 
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FARM  clearing,  assisted  by  oblique  fire  from  two  batteries  of  machine  guns,. 
Co.  D,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  stationed  on  the  high  ground  to  the  West  of  this  clear- 
iug.  This  fire  continued  for  28  minutes.  The  infantry,  after  moving  forward 
several  hundred  meters,  retired. 

On  October  12th,  13  and  14th  positions  for  covering  fire  were  occupied, 
protecting  the  entire  front. 

On  October  15th  the  3rd  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  with  a  preliminary 
artillery  barrage  of  30  minutes  attacked  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE.  This  attack  was  supported  by  direct  overhead  fire  lasting  2  hours 
and  30  minutes  by  three  batteries  of  machine  guns  of  Company  C,  112th  M.G. 
Bn.,  stationed  in  the  woods  South  of  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing. 
This  attack  was  successful.  Machine  guns  were  pushed  forward  through  artil- 
lery and  machine  gun  fire  and  helped  to  consolidate  the  new  position. 

On  October  16th  positions  were  protected  by  covering  fire. 

On  October  17th  Company  A,  110th  M.G.  Bn.,  was  sent  into  the  line  to  re- 
lieve Co.  C,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  which  company  became  part  of  the  Brigade  Re- 
serve. On  this  same  day,  Cos.  A  and  D,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  were  pushed  forward 
to  advance  support  positions  in  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  to  re- 
sist expected  counterattack.  S.O.S.  barrages  were  arranged  for  the  RAVINE 
D'ETRAYES  and  the  North  and  South  roads  along  parallel  25  in  BOIS  DE 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE. 

On  18th,  19th,  20th,  22nd  and  23rd  Companies  A,  B  and  D  assisted  the  in- 
fantry in  further  strengthening  and  consolidating  their  positions.  On  the 
morning  of  the  24th  on  the  high  ground  East  of  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM 
clearing,  Cos.  B  and  D  covered  the  advance  of  the  infantry  during  their  en- 
tire attack  with  a  barrage  based  on  the  artillery  fire  table,  firing  for  four  hours 
and  thirty  minutes.  Co.  A,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  was  made  part  of  the  brigade 
reserve. 

October  25th  26th,  27th  and  28th,  units  of  this  command,  less  Cos.  A  and 
C,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  were  used  to  cover  the  fronts  of  the  respective  advance 
battalions.  On  the  27th  and  28th,  Company  A,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  was  used  for 
salvage  work  in  the  brigade  area. 

On  the  night  of  the  28th  and  the  morning  of  the  29th  the  companies  were- 
relieved  by  the  machine  gun  units  of  the  158th  Infantry  Brigade.  Upon  relief, 
Captain  Taylor,  Brig.  M.G.O.,  158th  Infantry  Brigade,  was  given  all  maps  and 
sketches  together  with  other  information  concerning  the  disposition  of  the 
machine  guns  in  this  sector. 

The  battalion  commander  had  his  headquarters  at  the  P.C.  of  the  Brigade 
but  by  daily  inspection  of  the  front  line  and  consultation  with  the  regimental 
and  advance  battalion  commanders,  kept  in  close  touch  with  the  disposition 
of  the  respective  machine  gun  units  and  constantly  advised  the  brigade  com- 
mander as  to  their  proper  disposition.  The  transportation  of  the  command 
was  distributed,  two  companies  along  the  Southern  edge  of  the  BOIS  DE 
CONSENVOYE  and  Headquarters  and  the  remaining  companies  at  BRA- 
BANT. The  Signal  Detachment,  Headquarters  Company,  maintained  liaison 
with  companies.  Daily  operation  reports  were  received  showing  positions,  dis- 
positions, changes  and   casualties. 

The  tactical  lessons  learned  from  this  practical  employment  of  machine 
guns,  for  a  period  of  21  days,  over  very  difficult  and  wooded  terrain  were 
very  valuable.  It  was  discovered  that  in  most  cases  the  Infantry  battalion 
commanders  assigned  the  tasks  to  the  machine  gun  company  commanders  and 
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left  him  free  to  properly  employ  his  company.  In  each  regiment,  however,, 
there  were  found  battalion  commanders  who  insisted  upon  giving  direct  or- 
ders as  to  the  positions  the  machine  guns  should  occupy. 

Machine  gun  units  of  this  command  performed  their  respective  tasks  dur- 
ing the  entire  period  of  the  operation  in  an  admirable  manner.  They  were 
more  constantly  on  the  line  and  in  action  than  any  infantry  company,  carry- 
ing on  a  great  part  of  their  work  under  very  trying  conditions.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  the  machine  guns  added  materially  to  the  splendid  successes 
gained  by  this  brigade  from  October  8th  to  28th,  1918. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  fact  that  upon  two  occasions,  one  by  Company 
A  on  October  8th,  and  one  by  Company  G  on  October  9th,  these  units  de- 
stroyed, unassisted,  machine  gun  nests  containing  4  and  7  guns  respectively,, 
and  captured  30  prisoners.  In  both  cases  our  guns  were  placed  on  parapets, 
and  fired  directly  into  the  enemy  nests.  For  extraordinary  heroism  two  of- 
ficers and  three  men  were  mentioned  for  medals  and  seven  enlisted  men  for 
divisional  citation.  Sergeants  John  Magin  and  John  A.  Davis,  Company  Cr 
were  recommended  for  immediate  commissioning  in  view  of  their  taking  charge 
oi  platoons  after  their  officers  were  gassed,  and  successfully  leading  them  for 
the  next   14  days. 

Losses  Officers  Men 

Killed    0  15 

Died    from    wounds    ....      0  2 

Severely  wounded    0  17 

Slightly  wounded    1  52 

Gassed     3  55 


141 


Train                                                       Killed  Wounded 

Animals     48  16 

M.G.   carts   destroyed    by    shell    fire 7 

Limbers    destroyed    by    shell    fire 3 

Equipment    " 

Machine    guns     destroyed     by     enemy     shell     fire....      7 

I).    .JOHN     MAKKKY, 

Major,    112th    M.G.    Hn. 

KEFOXT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  A,  U2T11  MACHINE  OUN  BATTALION. 

The  attack  started  on  the  morning  of  October  8,  1918,  at  5:00  A.M.  My 
company  was  in  the  rear  of  the  1st  Battalion,  115th  Infantry,  with  eight  tfuns 
in  action,  four  on  each  flank. 

Our  mission  was  to  cover  the  flanks,  especially  towards  BRABANT  and 
to  assist  in  the  consolidation  of  the  intermediate  objectives,   which   was  done. 

The  barrage  was  perfect  and  the  first  objective  was  reached  on  time.  The 
infantry  lay  in  wait  until  the  barrage  lifted  and  then  went  forward  to  the 
intermediate  objective,  reaching  it  at  7:50  A.M.  The  2nd  Battalion,  115th 
Infantry,  passed   us  at  this  point  to  continue  on   to  the   normal   objective. 

Our  position  was  consolidated  and  the  guns  mounted  to  flank  and  enfilade 
the  battalion  front  to  prevent  counterattack.     The  company  had   seven   guns 
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mounted  with  orders  to  sweep  the  ground  to   the   front   in  case   of  counter- 
attack. 

The  platoon  on  the  right  continued  on  to  help  a  M.G.  nest,  after  which  it 
returned   and   took  up   its   position   on   the  right   flank. 

On  the  evening  of  the  9th  October,  the  platoon  on  the  right  moved  for- 
ward with  Cos.  A  and  C,  115th  Infantry,  one  section  with  each  company.  The 
following  morning  at  4:00  A.M.  the  remainder  of  the  1st  Battalion  and  the 
platoon  on  the  left  flank  moved  forward  to  take  its  place  in  the  continuation 
of  the  attack. 

After  reaching  the  normal  objective  the  guns  were  placed  on  the  flanks 
to  cover  towards  and  enfilade  the  front. 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  11th  my  company  was  relieved  and  placed  in 
reserve  and  later  was  assigned  to  the  second  battalion,  115th  Infantry.  The 
Company  was  held  in  reserve  until  the  morning  of  Oct.  15th,  when  I  was  or- 
dered to  move  forward  with  the  2nd  Battalion,  115th  Infantry,  and  re- 
lieve the  M.G.  Co.,  116th  Infantry.  This  was  accomplished  Oct.  16th,  at 
5:30   A.M. 

The  Company  had  seven  guns  mounted  with  orders  to  sweep  the  ground  to 
the  front  in  case  of  counterattack.  We  were  relieved  by  the  M.G.  Co.,  116th 
Infantry,  on  the  afternoon  of  October  18,  1918,  and  returned  to  the  reserve 
position  with  the  2nd  Battalion,  115th  Infantry. 

We  remained  there  until  October  20,  1918,  when  the  company  was  ordered 
to  relieve  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  in  the  front  line.  This  was  done  4:30  P.M. 
the  same  date.  Seven  guns  were  mounted,  three  on  the  left  flanks,  two  in  the 
center  and  two  on  the  right  with  orders  to  sweep  the  roads  and  ravines. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Oct.  24th  the  center  section  was  moved  into  a  posi- 
tion between  the  right  flank  115th  Inf.,  and  the  left  flank  116th  Inf.  to  close 
a  gap  and  to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  a  platoon  of  Co.  E,  115th  Infantry. 
They  relieved  a  section  of  115th  Inf.  M.G.  Co.  This  was  done  and  on  October 
25th  the  Company  was  relieved  by  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  and  went  into 
support. 

On  October  26th  the  company  was  reassigned  to  the  1st  Bn.,  115th  Inf. 
and  placed  on  salvage  duty;  we  continued  on  this  until  the  afternoon  of  Oct. 
29th  when  we  were  relieved  from  the  sector  by  the  M.G.  Co.,  316th  Infantry. 

JOHN  R.  KAISER, 
Captain,   112th   M.G.   Bn. 


Operation  Report  of  First  Platoon,  Co.  A,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

The  mission  of  the  1st  platoon  was  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  the  1st 
Battalion,  115th  Inf.,  in  the  attack  on  Oct.  8,  1918,  and  to  assist  in  the  con- 
solidation of  the  positions   when  taken. 

The  platoon  went  forward  on  schedule  time,  in  the  attack,  on  the  left 
flank  of  the  battalion,  and  when  the  battalion  arrived  on  a  line  several  com- 
bat groups  of  Infantry  went  into  the  village  of  BRABANT,  while  one  sec- 
tion covered  the  village  with  its  guns,  this  section  rejoining  the  platoon  at 
this  intermediate  objective.  The  remaining  section  continued  forward  with 
the  Infantry  and  took  up  a  position  covering  some  M.G.  nests  to  the  left  of 
the   battalion   sector. 

Upon  the  battalion  reaching  its  objective  the  platoon  aided  in  the  con- 
solidation of  the  position  by  the  guns  of  one  section  being  sighted  to  enfilade 
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the  battalion  front  and  the   guns  of  the  remaining  section  being  sighted   to 
flank   the  battalion. 

In  the  continuing  of  the  attack  on  October  10th  when  the  1st  Battalion, 
115th  Infantry,  made  a  passage  of  lines  thru  the  2nd  battalion,  115th  In- 
fantry, the  mission  of  the  platoon  was  to  protect  the  left  flank  of  the  bat- 
talion and  to  assist  in   the   consolidation   of  the  new   position. 

By  some  unforeseen  circumstances  the  two  support  companies  of  the  1st 
Battalion  did  not  move  forward,  therefore  the  M.G.  platoon  moved  forward 
on  the  left  of  the  combat  groups  of  the  attacking  troops  and  assisted  in  the 
reduction  of  numerous  M.G*.  nests,  and  in  the  consolidation  of  the  new  ground 
by  disposing  of  the  guns  that  their  fire  covered  both  flanks  and  the  front. 

On  the  afternoon  of  October  11th,  the  platoon  was  withdrawn  and  placed 

in  reserve. 

On  the  morning  of  October  15th  the  1st  Platoon  as  part  of  the  M.G.  Co. 
with  G,  F  and  H  Cos.  of  the  115th  Infantry,  went  forward  to  reinforce  the 
1st  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  and  was  relieved   Oct.  17th. 

On  Oct.  20th,  attached  as  part  of  the  2nd  Battalion,  115th  Inf.,  the  1st 
Platoon  relieved  a  platoon  of  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  which  was  attached  to 
the  1st  Bn.,  115th  Inf.,  and  was  relieved  the  evening  of  October  25th  and 
went  with  the  brigade  reserve  and  was  relieved  from  the  sector  by  the  M.G. 
Co.,   316th   Infantry.  '   THOMAS  B.  BURGESS, 

1st  Lieutenant,  Inf.,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 
****** 
Operations  Report  of  Second  Platoon,  Co.  A,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

The  mission  of  the  2nd  Platoon  in  the  attack  on  October  8,  1018,  was  to 
protect  the  right  flank  of  the  1st  Bn.,  115th  Infantry,  and  to  assist   in   hold 
ing   the   ground   when   taken.     We   reached   our   objective   at    7:50   A.M.    and 
went  forward  again  to  reduce  a  M.G.  nest.    After  reducing  it  we  returned  to 

our  objective. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  October  we  went  forward  with  Cos.  A  and  C, 
115th  Infantry,  reaching  our  normal   objective  on  the   following   morning. 

On    the   afternoon   of   the    11th    October   the    platoon    was    withdrawn    and 

placed  in  the  reserve. 

On  the  20th  we  were  attached   to  the  2nd   Battalion,   115th   Infantry.     The 
2nd  Platoon  relieved   a   platoon   of  CO.   B,   112th    M.G.   Bn. 

On  the  afternoon   of   October  Uth   the   Left   section    was   moved    forward    to 
close   in   a  gap  and   to  cover  the   withdrawal  of  a  platoon   of  Co,    E,    L15th    In 
fantry;    they   relieved   a   section    of   the    115th    M.G.   Co. 

On 'the  afternoon  of  October  iSth  the  platoon  was  relieved  by  a  platoon  of 

Company   B,    112th    M.G.   Bn.,    and    went    with    the    brigade    reserves,    and    was 
relieved  from  the  sector  by  the  M.G.  Co.,  316th    Infantry,  on   the  afternoon   of 

the  28th  October  18. 

OTHO  L.   TUCKER, 

Sergeant,  Co.  A,   112th   M.G.  Bn. 

******* 

OPERATION  REPORT,  COMPANY  B,  11MTE  MACHINE  GUN   BN. 

On  October  6th,  upon  receipt  of  orders  attaching  Company  B,  112th  M.G. 
Bn.,  to  the  third  Bn.,  115th  Infantry,  Lt.  Koop,  Reconnaissance  Officer  of 
this  company,  and  three  privates  were  sent  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  3d  Bn., 
115th  Infantry  at  LONGBUT  to  establish  liaison  between  that  command  and 
Company  R,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  at   FROMEREVILLE. 
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On  the  evening  of  October  7th  at  16:30  orders  were  received  that  the  3d 
Bn.,  115th  Infantry,  would  move  to  REGNEVILLE  to  take  part  in  the  attack 
of  Oct.  8th.  This  company  was  assembled  and  hurried  to  LONGBUT  in  order 
to  arrive  before  the  3d  Bn.  had  moved,  but  on  arrival  at  LONGBUT  Lt.  Koop 
reported  that  no  further  orders  had  been  received  and  that  the  3d  Bn.  had 
begun  to  move.  Lt.  Koop  was  given  command  of  the  company  and  ordered 
to  keep  in  touch  with  the  rear  of  the  Bn.,  as  no  information  had  been  given 
as  to  the  route  to  be  taken.  The  Train  Officer  of  the  3d  Bn.  informed  us 
that  orders  had  been  given  to  attach  the  train  of  this  company  to  that  of  the 
battalion,  and  it  was  done  accordingly.  Effort  was  made  to  locate  Command- 
ing Officer,  3d  Bn.  but  without  success.  Knowing  that  their  destination  was 
KEG  NEVILLE,  I  proceeded  to  cut  across  country  to  endeavor  to  find  the 
column.     I  did  so  about'  1  kilometer  from  LONGBUT. 

After  a  march  which  was  very  hard  on  both  animals  and  men  the  column 
reached  REGNEVILLE  and  received  orders  to  wait  there  until  5:00  A.M., 
when  we  would  cross  the  MEUSE  to  SAMOGNEUX  and  proceed  to  attack. 
This  was  the  first  direct  information  received  from  the  battalion  commander. 
After  waiting  at  REGNEVILLE  until  5  A.M.  8  October  we  crossed  the  pon- 
toon bridge  over  the  MEUSE  and  moved  to  the  junction  of  the  road  to  BRA- 
BANT and  route  64.  Here  the  gun  equipment  was  unloaded  and  the  carts 
sent  back  to  the  North  end  of  the  bridge.  Men  carried  no  packs  but  their 
emergency  rations  in  overcoats.  After  the  3d  Bn.  had  taken  their  formation 
along  canal,  the  following  disposition  of  the  machine  gun  company  was  made: 

(a)  One  platoon  to  follow  the  right  attack  company,  covering  its  flank. 

(b)  One  platoon   following  the  left   attack  company,  covering  its   flank. 

(c)  The  3d  platoon  in  reserve  and  following  the  right  support  company. 

(d)  Company  commander  and  company  headquarters  remaining  with  the 
battalion  commander. 

After  the  attack  was  launched  there  was  very  little  opportunity  for  ma- 
chine gun  work  until  the  intermediate  objective  was  reached  when  the  two 
forward  platoons  were  able  to  sweep  the  woods  along  the  North  edge  of  the 
BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  The  3d  Platoon  had  become  somewhat  scattered 
during. the  advance  but  it  was  finally  collected  and  reorganized.  Headquart- 
ers were  established  at  a  point  near  the  unimproved  road  running  East  and 
West  through  the  center  of  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  When  informa- 
tion was  received  that  we  would  remain  at  our  present  location  I  sent  for  our 
carts  to  proceed  to  the  position  of  the  3d  Platoon,  at  the"  same  time  deciding 
to  use  this  platoon  as  a  replacement  and  carrying  detachment. 

During  the  night  of  Oct.  9th  while  I  was  sick  the  battalion  commander 
ordered  Lt.  Emigh,  then  commander,  to  cover  his  advance  across  the  open  to 
the  West  of  the  Boche  battery  position  along  the  CONSENVOYE-DAMVIL- 
LIERS  ROAD.  The  guns  of  both  platoons  were  laid  accordingly  for  direct 
overhead  fire.  They  searched  the  wood  due  North  of  their  position  but  I 
understand  that  the  infantry  decided  to  skirt  the  woods  and  passed  on  the 
right  of  their  position.. 

On  October  10th  I  resumed  command  and  sent  runners  to  locate  the  new 
line  of  the  3d  Bn.  and  the  P.C.  of  the  115th  Infantry.  Upon  this  information 
the  two  forward  platoons  were  sent  to  take  positions,  one  on  the  extreme  left 
of  the  3d  Battalion  near  M.C.  [military  crest?]  24.0 — 81.8  to  cover  the  gap 
between  the  33rd  Division  and  the  3rd  Bn.  and  the  other  on  the  right  along 
the  narrow  guage  railroad  which  determined  the  front  line  of  the  3rd  Bn.  at 
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this  time.  Overhead  fire  was  practically  impossible,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
it  was  generally  a  matter  of  conjecture  as  to  where  the  line  was  actually 
located.  After  establishing  the  two  platoons  the  most  of  the  3rd  Platoon  and 
part  of  headquarters  section  were  used  to  replace  casualties.  The  rest  were 
detailed  as  a  carrying  detail  from  the  kitchen  and  train  and  five  were  re- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  liaison. 

On  October  11th  the  enemy  artillery  began  to  search  the  woods  and  made 
it  impossible  to  keep  the  carts  so  close  to  the  front;  they  were  therefore  sent 
back  to  BRABANT  after  unloading  as  many  belt  boxes  as  could  be  cared  for. 

On  the  evening  of  the  12th  the  right  platoon  was  relieved  by  a  platoon 
of  the  115th  Infantry.  Cover  was  scarce  and  gas  plentiful.  Nine  men  were 
lost  by  gas  while  in  reserve. 

The  next  day  October  13th  the  reserve  platoon  relieved  the  left  platoon  and 
on  the  14th  orders  were  received  to  move  forward.  When  the  3rd  Bn.  had  been 
established,  one  platoon  was  placed  near  the  P.C.  of  Co.  L  on  the  left  flank 
about  300  yards  North  of  the  railroad  near  parallel  24.  One  battery  of  two 
guns  was  placed  at  the  head  of  MOYEMONT  RAVINE  and  the  other  two 
guns  of  the  1st  Platoon  placed  near  crossroads  to  the  left  of  small  Boche 
railroad  yards,  North  of  the  MOLLEVILLE  FARM. 

Platoons  remained  in  these  positions  with  slight  changes  until  the  18th 
when  the  right  battery  received  too  much  shell  fire  to  remain  in  place  so 
dropped  back  to  a  point  near  water  tower  on  railroad.  We  lost  a  few  men 
by  gas  and  moved  again  to  a  point  just  in  rear  of  Boche  cemetery  in  South- 
west  corner  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing. 

We  remained  in  these  positions  until  relieved  by  Co.  A,  112th  M.G.  Bn., 
on  Oct.  21st,  when  the  company  dropped  back  to  old  concrete  telephone  station 
rear  P.C,  115th  Infantry. 

Received  orders  for  barrage  on  Oct.  23rd  and  guns  were  laid  accordingly 
and  barrage  was  fired  on  morning  of  Oct.  24th.  Difficulty  was  experienced  in 
obtaining  food  so  I  went  back  to  the  kitchen  to  investigate.  Conditions  were 
remedied  but  I  was  too  ill  to  return  owing  to  the  fact  that  both  myself  and 
orderly  had  been  twice  through  heavy  gas.  I  remained  with  the  train  that 
night,  and  proceeded  to  go  back  in  the  morning  to  the  company,  but  only 
reached  kitchen,  having  encountered  gas  again.  I  got  into  communication 
with  Lt.  Coop  who  had  been  left  in  command  ami  found  that  he  had  received 
orders  to  resume  former  position.  These  positions  were  held  wit Ji  the  excep- 
tion of  one  change  until  relieved  on  Oct.  28th.  Upon  receipt  of  relief  orders 
the  company  was  prepared  to  withdraw  but,  after  waiting  all  night  without 
the  appearance  of  the  relieving  party,  information  was  requested  ,«it  2d  Bn. 
to  which  we  had  been  attached  for  the  last  four  days.  Communications  wms 
obtained  with  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  115th  Infantry  who  ordered  the 
company  moved  out  in  small  groups.  This  was  done.  In  this  manner  company 
proceeded  to  BRA  B  A  XT,  thence  to  BKAS  where  supper  was  served  while  I 
went  ahead  to  BELLEVILLE  for  orders  which  I  received,  ordering  me  to 
attach  the  company  to  the  115th  Infanlry.  Information  wms  received  that 
the  2nd  Bn.,  115th  Infantry,  was  proceeding  to  FAUBOURG  PAVE,  VER- 
DUN. The  company  was  marched  to  that  point  and  remained  with  2nd  Bn., 
115th  Inf.,  until  Ihey  reached  ROBERT  EfSPAGJWS  where  I  reported  to  Bat- 
talion  Commander,   112th   Machine  Gun    Battalion. 

THOMAS   A.  LYON, 
Captain,  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 
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(Indorsement) 

[In  reply  to  call  from  Div.  Hq.  for  missing  reports] 

26  November,   18. 

HEADQUARTERS,    112TH    M.G.    BN. 

There  were  no  operation  reports  submitted  from  the  third  platoons  of  the 
respective  companies  due  to  the  fact  that  it  was  impossible  to  take  the  24 
machine  gun  carts  belonging  to  each  company  over  the  top  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  carry  all  the  gun  equipment  and  ammunition  by  hand.  The  skeleton 
platoon  that  remained  with  each  company  was  used,  to  carry  forward,  for  the 
ether  two   platoons   an   adequate   supply  of   ammunition. 

D.  JOHN  MARKEY, 

Major,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

****** 

Report  of  Operations  1st  Platoon,  Company  B,  112th  Machine  Gun  Battalion. 

October  8th  1918 — 1st  Platoon  advanced  with  Company  M,  115th  .In- 
fantry, into  the  woods  which  they  had  captured,  taking  up  position  with  three 
guns  covering  their  right  flank,  remaining  in  this  position  until  the  following 
evening. 

October  9th,  1918 — One  of  our  guns  fired  on  enemy  machine  guns  which 
was  holding  up  the  advance  of  a  scouting  party;  enemy  gun  was  silenced. 
After  dark  a  new  position  was  taken,  covering  a  deep  ravine  through  which  a 
counterattack  was  expected. 

October  10th,  1918 — On  this  date  the  infantry  advanced  and  the  guns  of 
the  1st  Platoon  were  placed  to  cover  the  woods  to  the  front,  with  a  range  of 
700  yards,  with  a  mission  to  neutralize  the  enemy  machine  gun  fire  which 
was  coming  from  machine  guns  located  there.  Firing  commenced  at  8:00 
o'clock  and  ended  at  10:30.  Targets  were  plentiful  and  this  platoon  fired 
,';,00G  rounds.  At  10:30  guns  were  laid  for  indirect  fire  but  same  Avere  not 
used.     We  remained  in  this  position  rest  of  day. 

October  11th,  1918 — Situation  unchanged  in  the  morning  but  in  the  after- 
noon guns  were  moved  forward  and  placed  in  position  on  the  left  of  the  3rd 
Battalion,   115th  Infantry. 

October   12th   and   13th,   1918 — Situation   unchanged. 

October  14th,  1918 — During  the  evening  of  this  date  we  were  relieved  by 
2nd  Platoon,  Company  B,  112th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  and  moved  back  to 
reserve. 

October  15th,  1918 — At  7:30  A.M.  we  advanced,  arriving  at  point  of  in- 
tersection between  C  and  M  Companies,  115th  Infantry,  under  heavy  artillery 
and  machine  gun  fire.  Three  men  were  gassed  in  this  advance.  Guns  were 
placed  in  position  to  right  of  C  Company  but  were  driven  out  by  enemy  artil- 
lery, losing  two  men.  Guns  were  withdrawn  and  placed  three  hundred  meters 
to  rear  of  original  position  when  orders  were  received  to  return  to  reserve. 

October  16th,  1918 — Upon  orders  received  from  company  commander  posi- 
tion was  taken  up  100  meters  West  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing  but 
same  was  hardly  reached  before  enemy  artillery  started  to  fire  on  positions. 
Shelling  became   so   heavy   that  platoon   was   forced  to   withdraw7. 

October  17th,  1918 — -During  the  morning  one  section  was  placed  in  the 
rear  of  the  German  cemetery  with  a  field  of  fire  on  the  main  road  leading  to 
the  woods.  Other  section  was  placed  100  meters  to  left  of  the  road  covering 
ravine.     Nine  men  were  gassed  while  holding  this  position. 
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October  18th,  19th  and  20th,  19 1  <*?— Assisted  infantry  in  consolidating  posi- 

Oetaher  21st,  1918— On  the  evening  of  this  date  was  relieved  by  the  1st 
Platoon  of  Company  A,  112th  Machine  Gun  Battalion,  and  returned  to  dug- 
outs near  MORTAL  [115th  Inf.]  P.C.  where  we  remained  for  two  days. 

October  23rd,  1918— Guns  placed  for  barrage  to  be  fired  on  the  morning  of 

the  2 fth.  , 

October  24th  1918— On  the  morning  of  this  date  a  barrage  was  fired  to 
assist  the  115th  Infantry  in  their  advance.  Guns  fired  3,000  rounds.  Casual- 
ties, 1  killed  and  6  wounded. 

October  26th,  1918— Relieved  1st  Platoon,  Company  A,  112th  Machine 
Gun  Battalion,  one  section  being  placed  East  of  German  cemetery  covering 
the  main  road  and  the  other  200  yards  to  the  North  on  high  ground  with  the 
sum   of  the  latter  section  laid  for  indirect  fire. 

October  27th,  1918— Platoon  was  relieved  by  2nd  Platoon,  Machine  Gun 
Company,  115th  Infantry,  returning  to   reserve. 

October  28th,  1918— Two  guns  mounted  for  anti-aircraft. 
October  29th,  1918— During  the  morning  platoon  was  relieved. 

THOMAS  J.  ROUZIE, 
Sergeant,  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 
****** 
Report  of  Operation,  2nd  Platoon,  Company  B,  112th  Machine  Gun  Battalion. 

8th  October  to  28th  October,  1918. 
October  8th,  V.)18— This  r-l^oon  was  attached  to  Company  L,  115th,  and 
protected  its  left  flank  during  the  advance  on  this  date      After  the  advance 
was   halted  guns   were   placed   on   .he   left   flank   of  the   3rd   I at  a  bo,,       15th 
I,fantrv,  and  remained  in  this  position  until  the  morning  of  October  10th. 

October  10th,  1918-0*  this  date  platoon  took  up  position  on  ngW r  of 
Company  L,  115th  Infantry,  and  fired  barrage  into  the  CONSENVOYt 
WOODS  to  the  North.  In  the  afternoon  platoon  moved  to  the  front  hue  ami 
there  placed  guns  on  the  right  flank  of  Company  M  and  remained  m  thu 
position  until  the  evening  of  the  Uth  when  same  was  relieved  by  platoon  from 
Machine  Gun  Company,  115th  Infantry. 

October    12th,    WIS— Platoon    ordered    to    support    pos.tion    and    remain.  .1 

there  13th  of  October.  ,     w    w 

October  Uth,  1918— Believed  the  first  platoon  Company  B,  112th  machine 

G,„   Battalion  and  placed  guns  protecting  the  lefl  -lank  of  the  3rd  Battalion, 

115th  Infantry,  remaining  there  18th  and   Kill,  of  October. 

liber  r,\h,   W18-kto ed  -th  company  L,  UM   gantry. •  After 

assisting  in  consolidating  positions,  returneu   to  support   positions  with  3rd 

Bat0,/2r  Uth,   tUS-4»  section   sent   tO  front   line  to  xssis.    in  establishing 

liail  between  ihe  Irt  Battalion,  UMI  Gantry,  and  UM  [nfantry.    After 
accomplishing  mission,  section  returned  to  support  pos,t,on. 

wlw  19th    UU-VUnm  attached  to  Company  M,  115th  [nfantry,  and 
took  up  position' on  left  flank  of  3rd  Battalion     Etemained  thee  the  Mftwfl 

£(  J  UtaT  when   platoon  was  rebeved   by  2nd   ^^Ompany^       - 

Machine  Gun  Battalion,  when  we  moved  to  reserve  al  MOBTA1  [115th  lnf.| 
PC    Where  we  remained  during  the  22d  of  October. 

October  23rd,    1M*-OOM  laid   for  barrage  to  be  fired   the   next   mornmg. 

October  Uth,  tflt-Bmtl  fired  to  assist  115th  .nfantry  in  their  advance. 
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October  25th,  1918— Took  up  position  in  the  reserve. 

October  26th,  1918— Relieved  a  platoon  of  Company  A,  112th  Machine 
Gun  Battalion,  on  the  left  flank  of  the  115th  position  where  we  remained  until 
company  was  relieved  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  October. 

FORREST   CATHEY, 

Sergt.,  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

****** 

OPERATION  REPORT,  CO.  C,  112TH  M.G.  BN. 
Oct.  8— This  company  was  assigned  to  3rd  Bn.,  114th  Inf.',  and  the  fol- 
lowing disposition  of  platoons  were  made.  1st  platoon  in  reserve,  2nd  Platoon 
attached  to  Co.  M,  116th  Infantry,  3rd  Platoon  attached  to  Co.  L,  116th  Inf. 
The  attack  started  at  5:00  o'clock  and  we  advanced  about  5  Kilos,  during 
the  day,  part  of  which  was  under  heavy  artillery  and  machine  gun  fire.  Our 
objective  was  reached  about  9:00  o'clock  and  2nd  and  3rd  Platoons  were 
placed  in  position  to  resist  counterattack  which  position  they  held  during  the 
night,  1st  Platoon,  although  in  reserve,  captured  7  machine  guns  and  13  prison- 
ers. They  were  turned  over  to  the  infantry  and  sent  to  the  rear.  Casualties: 
1  private,  wounded,  one  private  missing. 

Oct.  9— Strengthened  positions  reached  on  Oct.  8th  and  remained  in  re- 
serve. 

Oct.  10— Held  same  position  with  3d  Bn.  Casualties:  two  privates 
wounded. 

Oct.  11— 3rd  Platoon  placed  in  reserve  with  third  Battalion,  116th  In- 
fantry, 2nd  Platoon  with  Company  L,  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Infantry.  Moved  in 
North  edge  of  woods  (BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE)  and  was  later  joined  by 
the  1st  Platoon,  both  taking  up  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE 
and  holding  same  during  night.  Casualties:  three  privates  gassed;  one  priv- 
ate wounded. 

Oct.  i2—-Company  relieved  about  noon  and  took  up  position  in  woods  for 
counterattack.     Casualties:   two  privates  wounded;   two  privates  gassed. 

Oct.  13— Relieved  Machine  Gun  Company,  116th  Infantry,  in  BOIS  DE 
CONSENVOYE  at  17:00  o'clock  and  supported  the  2d  Battalion,  116th  In- 
fantry.     Casualties:    one    corporal    wounded. 

Oct.  14— Prepared  position  for  barrage.  Brought  up  extra  ammunition  at 
night. 

Oct.  15— Fired  barrage  on  BOIS  DE  LA  MONTAGNE  to  assist  infantry 
assault.  Crossed  MOLLEVELLE  FARM  with  infantry  under  enemy  artil- 
lery and  machine  gun  fire.  Casualties:  2  officers  gassed,  6  men  gassed-  7  men 
wounded. 

Oct.  16— Held  positions  taken  on  15th  Oct.     Casualty,  1  private  wounded. 
Oct.  17— Relieved  at  1:00  o'clock  by  110th  M.G.  Bn.,  and  retired  to  BOIS 
DE  CONSENVOYE  for  rest. 

Oct.  18— In  reserve  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  Mounted  two  anti- 
aircraft guns. 

Oct.  19— Returned  to  line  at  17:30  in  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE and  held  in  reserve. 

Oct.    20-21-22 — Maintained  defensive  position  insupport  of  3rd  Bn.  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  23— At  4:00  o'clock  was  relieved  and  sent  to  BOIS  DE  CONSEN- 
VOYE and  was  called  on  at  16:00  o'clock  to  again  take  position  in  BOIS  DE 
LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  in  support  of  2nd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.  Casualties:  2 
privates  wounded. 
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Oct.  24— Held  in  defensive  positions  in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE.     Casualties:  4  men  wounded;  1  gassed. 

Oct.  25 — Still  in  support  of  2d  Bn.,  116th  Inf.     Casualties :  4  men  wounded. 

Oct.  26,  27,  28 — Remained  in  defensive  positions  in  the  BOIS  DE  LA 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE.     Relieved  with  brigade  on  night   of  October  28-29. 

F.  H.  BOUDURANT, 

Corp.,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

****** 

Operations  Beport,  First  Platoon,  Co.  C,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

Oct.  8 — Drive  started  5:00  A.M.  1st  Platoon  in  reserve,  attached  to  3rd 
Bn.,  116th  Inf.  Advanced  about  5  kilometers.  In  course  of  day's  work  1st 
Platoon  captured  7  enemy  machine  guns  and  13  prisoners;  1  man  killed;  none 
wounded. 

Oct.  9 — In  reserve.  Carried  ammunition  for  2nd  and  3rd  Platoons.  Noth- 
ing of  importance  to  report. 

Oct.  10 — Reported  for  duty  to  Commander  of  1st  Bn.,  116th  Inf.  2  men 
wounded.     Nothing  more  of  importance  to  report. 

Oct.  11— Advanced  with  1st  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  across  MOLLEVILLE  FARM, 
and  attacked  on  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  Attack  failed.  Un- 
der cover  of  darkness  fell  back  and  took  up  defensive  positions  in  edge  of 
BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.     2  men  gassed. 

Oct.  12 — Maintained  same  positions  until  late  afternoon.  Then  took  up 
defensive  positions,  according  to  map,  on  right  flank  of  2d  Bn.,  116th  Inf.  2 
men  wounded;   2  men  gassed. 

Oct.  13 — Maintained  same  positions  until  late  afternoon.  Then  relieved 
116th  M.G.  Co.  in  support  of  2d  Bn.,  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  14 — Nothing  of  importance  to  report  during  day.  At  night  took  up 
suitable  positions  for  laying  barrage  on  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE. 

Oct.  15— At   7:45  A.M.   laid   barrage   on  BOIS   DE  LA   GRANDE  MON-  . 
TAGNE,  each  gun  firing  2750  rounds.     Nothing  more  of  importance  to  report. 

Oct.  16 — At  8  A.M.  reported  to  company  commander  in  BOIS  DE  LA 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  and  placed  in  reserve.  At  19:00  o'clock  entire  Co. 
were  relieved  by  Co.  A,  110th  M.G.  Bn.,  and  placed  in  reserve  in  BOIS  DE 
CONSENVOYE. 

Oct.  17-18-19— Held  in  reserve  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  On  night 
of  19th  relieved  1st  Platoon,  Co.  A,  110th  M.G.  Bn.,  in  support  of  3rd  Bn., 
116th  Inf.,  in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE. 

October  20-21-22 — Maintained  defensive  positions  in  support  of  3rd  Bat- 
talion, 116th  Infantry. 

October  23—4:00  A.M.  placed  in  reserve  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE. 
At  16:00  o'clock  took  up  defensive  position  support  of  Co.  B,  116th  Tnf.,  in 
BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE. 

Oct.  24 — Maintained  defensive  positions.  4  men  wounded;  1  gnssed.  At 
night  moved  to  more  suitable   positions  in  support  of  Co.   B,  116th   Inf. 

Oct.  25-26-27 — Mantained  same  positions.  On  night  of  Oct.  27th  relieved 
by  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  C,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

Oct.  28—Hehl  in  reserve  in  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  On 
night  of  Oct.  28-29  relieved  with  entire  company  by  Co.   I),   812th    M.G,   Bn., 

79th  Division. 

('LINTON  S.  OVERBY, 
2nd  Lieut.,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 
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Operations  Report,  Second  Platoon,  Co.  C,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

Oct.  8 — We  were  in  position  and  started  forward  at  zero  hour  with  Co.  M, 
l]6th  Inf.  Advanced  to  BOIS  DES  CAURES  under  heavy  artillery  and  ma- 
chine gun  fire.  One  Sergeant  and  one  private  wounded;  one  private  injured 
and  one  private  missing.     Held  positions  that  night  on  top  of  hill. 

Oct.  9 — Held  positions  reached   October  8th. 

Oct.  10 — Still  held  positions  and  at  night  moved  1000  yards  left  and 
joined  L  Co.,  116th  Inf.,  and  held  positions  that  night.     2  privates  taken  sick. 

Oct.  11 — In  morning  moved  forward  with  L  Co.,  116th  Inf.,  into  BOIS 
DE  CONSENVOYE,  in  afternoon  moved  forward  to  North  edge  of  woods 
under  heavy  artillery  fire,  dug-in  and  held  positions  that  night.  1  act.  corp. 
wounded;    1   private   gassed. 

Oct.  12 — Relieved  at  noon,  moved  back  1000  yards,  and  took  up  positions 
and   dug-in,  in  case  of  counterattack. 

Oct.  13 — Still  held  positions.     1  Corporal  injured. 

Oct.  14 — Still  held  positions  and  at  night  dug  positions  for  overhead  fire 
to  be  used  in  the  attack  in  the  morning.     Stayed  at  old  positions  that  night. 

Oct.  15 — In  morning  before  daylight  moved  to  positions  prepared  night 
before  and  supported  infantry  with  direct  overhead  fire,  but  weather  was  too 
fcggy  to,  be  very  effective  at  9:30  A.M.  Moved  forward  under  heavy  artil- 
lery and  machine  gun  fire  at  noon.  Lieut,  in  command  of  platoon  was  gassed. 
Sgt.  Magin  took  command  and  advanced  into  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE  and  at  night  took  positions  with  infantry  in  case  of  counterattack. 
1  officer  gassed ;   2  privates  wounded ;   4  privates  missing. 

Oct.  16 — Held  positions  in  forenoon.  At  noon  moved  forward  with  Co. 
F,  115th  Inf.,  and  took  positions  with  infantry  and  dug-in.     1  private  wounded. 

Oct.  17— Relieved  at  1:00  A.M.  by  110th  M.G.  Bn.,  moved  back  to  BOIS 
DE  CONSENVOYE  and  was  held  in  reserve.     Rested  as  best  we  could. 

Oct.   18 — Still  in   reserve.     Mounted   2  machine   guns   for  aeroplanes. 

Oct.  19 — Stayed  in  reserve  until  5:30  P.M.  1  private  taken  sick.  3  priv- 
ates from  train  brought  up.  Left  at  5:30  P.M.  and  went  up  on  line  in  BOIS 
DE   LA   GRANDE   MONTAGNE   and    stayed   in  reserve. 

Oct.  20 — Held  in  reserve  and  carried  food  for  other  2  platoons  on  line. 

Oct.  21 — Still  in  reserve  and  carried  food  for  other  2  platoons. 

Oct.  22 — Still  in  reserve  and  carried  grub.  2  privates  taken  sick  and  sent 
back. 

Oct.  23 — Were  held  in  reserve  and  were  to  fill  in  gap  between  116th  and 
114th  Infantry  as  they  advanced  if  such  should  occur.  It  did  not  and  we 
remained    in   reserve.      1   private   wounded. 

Oct.  24 — In  reserve  in  morning.  In  evening  took  up  positions  on  right  of 
B  Co.,  116th  Infantry,  to  protect  right  flank. 

Oct.  25— Still  held  positions  on  right  of  B  Co.,  116th  Inf.  1  corp,  3  pvts. 
wounded. 

Oct.  26 — Moved  back  150  yards  to  better  suited  positions  and  dug-in. 

Oct.  27 — Held  same  positions. 

Oct.  28 — Held  same  positions. 

Oct.  29— Relieved  at  1:00  A.M.  by  Co.  D,  312th  M.G.  Bn.  Came  out  and 
joined  company. 

SERGT.  J.   MAGIN, 
Co.   C,   112th  M.G.  Bn. 


112TH  M.  G.  BATTALION  287 

Operations  Be  port  t  Third  Platoon,  Co.  C,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

Oct.  S— Advanced  with  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  to  heights  of  MOLLEVILLE 
and  woods   (BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE). 

Oct.  9 — In  reserve  with  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf. 

Oct.   10 — In  reserve   with  3rd  Bn.,   116th   Inf. 

Oct.  11 — In  reserve  with  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  12— Dug-in  positions  in  woods,  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  according 
to  map,  for  counterattack. 

Oct.  13— Same  positions,  relieved  116th  M.G.  Co.,  at  17  o'clock  on  hill  in 
woods  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE. 

Oct.  14— Fired  barrage  from  woods  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  and  ad- 
vanced with  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  over  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  to  the  GRANDE 
MONTAGNE   and   BOIS   DE   ETRAYES   areas.      Two   men    gassed   and   five 

wounded.     ( 

Oct.  is — Advanced  with  F  Co.,  115th  Inf.,  and  dug-in  for  counterattack. 
One  man  wounded.     Relieved  at  midnight  by  110th  M.G.  Bn. 

Oct.  16 — In  reserve  with  3rd  Bn.,  116th  Inf. 

Oct.  17 — In  reserve  with  3rd  Bn.,   116th  Inf. 

Oct.   18 — In  reserve  with  3rd  Bn.,   116th  Inf. 

Oct.  19— Relieved  110th  M.G.  Bn.,  in  support  of  F  Co.,  115th  Inf.,  in 
woods    (GRANDE  MONTAGNE  and  BOIS  ETRAYES  areas). 

Oct.  20 — Same  positions. 

Oct.  21 — Same  positions. 

Oct.  22 — Same  positions. 

Oct.  0*— Withdrew  at  4:00  o'clock  to  woods,  BOIS  DE  COXSKXVOYE. 
Moved  back  to  woods  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  and  BOIS  DE  ETRAYES 
areas  at   16:00  o'clock   in   reserve.     One   man   wounded. 

Od.  24— In   reserve   in  woods    (BOIS   DE    KTRAYES). 

Oct.  25— In  reserve  in   woods    (BOIS   DE    ETRAYES). 

Od.  26— In    reserve   in    woods    (BOIS    DE   ETRAYES). 

Oct.  27— Relieved  1st  Platoon,  C  Co.,  112th  M.G.  Bn.,  in  support  of  1st 
Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  in  woods  (BOIS  DE  ETRAYES). 

Oct.  28— Same  position.  Relieved  on  night  of  28-2!)  Oct.  by  312th  M.G. 
Bn.,   79th    Division. 

JOHN    A.    DAVIS, 

Sergt.,  Co.  0,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 


BETOBT  OF  OPERATIONS,  CO.  V,  UtTB.  MACHINE  GUN  BATTALION. 

Oct,  7 — This  company  was  attached  by  Field  Order  No.  3,  L12th  M.G.  Bn., 
116th  Inf.  Liaison  was  immediately  established  bul  contacl  with  Bn.  was 
fost  enronte   to  SAMOGNEUX. 

Oct.  8 — The  company  moved  up  to  the  intermediate  position.  At  2:00 
P.M.  this  Hate  Lt.  Hatcher,  who  had  been  in  command  of  this  company,  was  re 
lioved  by  order  of  the  battalion  machine  gun  officer  and  I  was  placed  in  com- 
mand. I  reported  the  1st  Platoon  of  this  company  to  the  CO.,  1st  Bn.,  LIGth 
Infantry,  tin-  evening  of  this  day  and  directed  thai  the  remainder  of  the  com- 
pany  he   brought    up  as  soon   .as   possible. 

Oct.  10— On  the  morning  of  this  date  Lt.  Hatcher  reported  with  one  sec 
tion;   the    remaining   guns    having    been    destroyed    in    this    platoon.      At     10:00 
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A.M.  one  section  was  sent  forward  to  protect  the  right  flank  of  the  infantry 
battalion  and  other  platoon  was  held  in  support. 

Oct.  11 — On  the  morning  of  this  date  the  company  advanced  with  the  1st 
Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  covering  its  left  flank  through  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENYOYE. 
When  the  infantry  battalion  reached  the  edge  of  the  clearing  South  of  the 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM  one  battery  was  placed  in  position  at  24.7 — 81.65  and 
covered  by  oblique  fire  the  attack  of  this  infantry  battalion  on  the  BOIS  DE 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE.  This  covering  fire  continued  for  28  minutes  and 
infantry  lines,  after  advancing  200  meters  over  clearing,  was  stopped  by 
heavy  enemy  fire  and  withdrew  to  edge  of  woods.  The  guns  were  then  placed 
in  position  covering  the  left  flank  of  battalion. 

Oct.  12,  13,  14 — The  guns  of  this  company  were  used  to  cover  the  front  of 
the  battalion. 

Oct.  15 — One  platoon  was  sent  to  the  edge  of  woods  South  of  MOLLE- 
VILLE  FARM  with  orders  to  reduce  machine  gun  nests  that  were  active  in 
the  BULTRUY  WOODS.  This  was  successfully  accomplished.  The  guns 
were  placed  with  the  1st  Bn.  which  was  then  in  support. 

Oct.  16 — At  3:00  P.M.  the  company  went  forward  to  help  support  the 
advance  line  of  the  116th  Infantry  in  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE. 
On  October  17th  the  company  was  used  to  close  an  interval  which  had  de- 
veloped in  the  line  held  by  the  116th  Infantry.  At  11:00  P.M.  company  was 
relieved  by  the  machine  gun  company,  116th,  and  took  up  support  position. 

Oct.  18 — Capt.  Gilkeson  reported  for  duty  and  assumed  command  of  the 
company. 

WILLIAM  M.  STORM, 
1st  Lieut.,  Co.  D,   112th  M.G.  Bn. 

Oct.  18 — I  reported  back  from  hospital  and  took  command  of  the  corn- 
puny,  which  was  in  support  at  point  25.10 — 81.15  attached  to  the  1st  Bn.  of 
the  116th  Inf.  Remained  in  support  19th,  20th,  21st.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  21st  orders  were  received  placing  me  in  command  of  a  group  of  16  guns, 
8  from  Co.  B,  112th  M.G.  Bn.  and  8  from  Co.  D,  112th  M.G.  Bn.  These  guns 
were  to  fire  a  barrage  covering  the  advance  of  the  infantry  on  the  morning 
of  the  22nd,  fire  to  be  opened  at  6:15  A.M.  of  the  22nd.  Above  order  re- 
scinded on  the  night  of  the  21st  and  reissued  on  the  22nd.  On  the  morning  of 
Oct.  23rd  barrage  fire  was  executed  from  6:15  to  10:20  A.M.  Returned  to 
shelter  and  remained  in  support  balance  of  23d  and  24th  October. 

Oct.  24 — This  company  was  attached  to  the  3d  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  who  were 
to  relieve  a  battalion  of  the  115th  Inf.  on  the  night  of  Oct.  24th.  The  Bn. 
commander  wanted  all  guns  placed  in  the  front  line.  After  looking  over  the 
ground,  found  it  impossible  to  get  a  field  of  fire.  Col.  Kelly,  then  command- 
ing 116th  Inf.,  approved  of  a  plan  to  put  2  guns  on  the  front  line  and  4 
guns  to  be  placed  in  rear  to  do  overhead  fire.  This  was  done.  25th,  26th,  27th 
October  positions  unchanged.  On  the  night  of  Oct.  27th  the  2  forward  guns 
were  relieved  by  the  M.G.  Co.,  115th  Inf.,  and  they  returned  to  support  posi- 
tions. 

Oct.  28 — D  Co.,  112th  M.G.  Bn.  was  returned  to  the  control  of  the  brigade 
machine  gun  officer,  and  was  withdrawn  and  ordered  to  camp  for  the  night  at 
COTE  DES  ROCHES.  Company  reported  there.  No  space  available  for  the 
men.  While  looking  for  other  quarters  received  orders  to  proceed  to  BELLE- 
VILLE. This  was  done,  arriving  at  BELLEVILLE  4:00  A.M.  29  Oct.  18. 
Spent  the  day  at  BELLEVILLE  in  rest.     In  the  afternoon  marched  to  cross 
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roads  in  GLOEIEUX  and  were  put  in  busses.    Arrived  at  ROBERT  ESPAGNE 
at  4:00  A.M.  30  Oct.  18. 

G.  M.  GILKESON, 
Captain,  Co.  D,  112th  Infantry. 

****** 

Report   of   Operations,  First   Platoon,   Co.  D,  112th  M.G.  Bn. 

This  platoon  having  liaison  with  the  1st  Bn.,  116th  Inf.  lost  this  com- 
munication enroute  to  SAMOGNEUX  due  to  Battalion  train  being  placed 
between  this 'unit  and  infantry  battalion.  Guides  which  were  promised  would 
be  at  SAMOGNEUX  could  not  be  found.  Company  moved  forward  to  rear 
of  advancing  infantry  and  took  up  position  in  the  intermediate  objective. 
.Secured  contact  with  the  battalion  and  reported  on  the  night  of  the  9th  to 
Infantry  battalion. 

On  Oct.  10th  one  section  was  sent  forward  to  protect  the  right  flank  of 
the  battalion  and  the  other  held  in  reserve.  This  platoon  covered  the  right 
flank  of  the  1st  Bn.,  116th  Inf.,  in  its  advance  through  the  BOIS  BE  CON- 
►SENVOYE.  At  10:00  A.M.  this  platoon  was  located  on  the  high  ground 
left  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  clearing  and  supported  the  advance  of  the 
1st  Bn.  in  its  attack  on  the  BOIS  DE  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  which  was 
unsuccessful.  The  guns  of  this  platoon  were  then  brought  to  the  left  flank  of 
ihe  battalion  and  protected  the  front  of  this  battalion  by  covering  fire.  These 
positions  were  maintained  on  the  12th,  13th  and  14th  of  Oct. 

On  Oct.  15th  platoon  took  up  position  on  the  right  of  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM  and  silenced' machine  gun  nests  in  the  BULTRUY  WOODS. 

On  the  16th  of  Oct.  the  Company  was  rushed  into  position  to  cover  the  right 
of  the  116th  by  oblique  fire. 

On  the  17th  supported  Cos.  A  and  D  of  the  116th  Inf.  and  in  closing  up 
interval  in  the  line.  This  platoon  was  relieved  by  platoon  of  the  M.G.  Co.  of 
the  116th  Inf.,  took  up  support  position,  and  remained  in  the  same  position 
on  the  10th,  20th,  21st  and  22nd. 

On  the  23rd  guns  were  placed  at  25.51 — 81.10  and  covered  the  advance  of 
the  116th  Infantry  by  indirect  fire.     This  fire  for  4  hours  and   30  minutes  con 
tinned   and   Infantry   Bn.   commander   complimented    it    for    its    accuracy    and 
effectiveness. 

On  Oct.  24th  this  platoon  laid  guns  for  S.O.S.  barrage  on  RAVINK  D'ET- 
KAYES.  This  position  was  maintained  on  the  25th,  2(Uh,  27th  and  2Hth.  On 
the  evening  of  the  28th  were  relieved  and   proceeded  to   BELLEVILLE. 

EDWIN  T.  MAY, 
2nd  Li.,  Co.  I),  112th  Tnfantry. 

###### 

Report  of  Operations,  2nd  Platoon,   Co.   T),   112th   M.(l,    Halt  alum, 
From   8th   to   28th    October,    1918. 

2nd  Platoon,  having  liaison  with  the  1st  Battalion,  116th  Infantry,  until 
somewhere  enroute  to  SAMOGNEUX  an  ammunition  train  intercepted  us, 
took  position  in  rear  of  advancing  infantry  and  advanced  to  the  intermediate 
objective.  Contact  with  our  infantry  battalion  secured  on  the  night  of 
October  9th. 

On  October  10th  this  platoon  covered  the  left  flank  of  the  1st  Battalion, 
116th  Infantry,  while  it  advanced  through  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE, 
At   conclusion  of  the  advance  we  dug-in   at  point  25.05 — 81.12   covering   road 
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loading  to  BOIS  DE  LA  GKANDE  MONTAGNE.  At  10:00  A.M.  guns  were 
placed  on  hill  West  of  MOLLEVILLE  FAEM  and  fired  barrage  lasting  28 
minutes  (scheduled  time)  but  suffered  loss  of  one  gun  from  enemy  artillery 
fire.  On  withdrawel  took  up  positions  covering  road  leading  to  BOIS  DE  LA 
GKANDE  MONTAGNE.  These  positions  were  maintained  from  the  12th  to 
15th  October  inclusive.  On  the  16th  of  October  reinforced  by  the  remaining 
guns  of  the  1st  Platoon  we  took  position  on  the  right  of  Company  A,  116th 
Infantry,  to  protect  their  flank  by  oblique  fire.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th 
of  October  we  cohered  the  advance  of  Companies  A  and  B,  116th  Infantry. 
We  were  relieved  at  10:00  P.M.  by  platoon  from  machine  gun  company,  116th 
Infantry,  and  took  up  support  positions  25.65 — 81.17.  These  positions  were 
held  on  the  19th,  20th,  21st  and  22nd.  On  the  morning  of  the  23rd  we  took 
positions  at  25.51—81.10  laid  on  target  26.40—85.50  to  26.02—81.13.  Fire 
was  opened  at  6:15  A.M.,  and  continued  until  problem  finished  at  10:20  A.M. 
Took  up  position  at  25.51 — 81.10  on  morning  of  October  24th  for  S.O.S.  bar- 
rage  on  RAVINE  D'ETRAYES.  This  battery  was  manned  on  the  25th,  26th, 
g?th  and  28th.  Relieved  at  5:30  P.M.  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  and  pro- 
ceeded  to   BELLEVILLE. 

ROBERT  T.   MARKHAM, 

2nd  Lt.,   Co.   D,   112th  Inf. 
****** 

REPORT  OF  OPERATIONS  OF  110TH    (DIVISIONAL)    MACHINE  GUN 

BATTALION. 

8  November,  1918. 

1.  Troops: 

17th  Army  Corps  (French)   and  29th  Division,  U.  S. 

2.  Objective: 

COTE  DE  MEUSE  between  the  MEUSE  and  the  THINTE. 

3.  The  110th  M.G.  Bn.  a  part   of  Division  reserve.  , 
Night  of  7-8  Oct.  18— at  BOIS  DELOLIME. 

9-14  Oct.  18— At  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

14-21  Oct.  18  Bn.  was  in  reserve  and  attached  to  the  58th  Infantry  Brig- 
ade on  HILL  338.  Night  of  15-16  Oct.  18,  Co.  A  relieved  Co.  C,  112th  M.G. 
Bn.,  in  front  line  and  was  attached  to  116th  Infantry  until  the  night  of  19- 
20  October  18  When  Co.  A  was  relieved  and  rejoined  battalion  in  brigade  re- 
serve. 

21  Oct.  18 — Bn.  was  reassigned  to  division  reserve  and  remained  on  HILL 
338. 

23  Oct.  18 — Bn.  executed  a  preparation  barrage  in  conjunction  with  the 
artillery  for  an  attack  on  BULTRUY  BOIS  Northeast  of  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM.  H  hour  6:15  o'clock;  artillery  and  machine  gun  preparation  opened 
promptly  as  ordered  at  H  hour,  minus  45  minutes. 

The  machine  gun  barrage  ceased  promptly  at  H  hour  and  the  116th  In- 
fantry moved  forward  to  the  attack. 

4.  Reconnaissance  and  selection  of  battery  positions  was  made  during  the 
day  of  22  Oct.  18  and  tl  Tl '  bases  dug-in.  Guns  and  equipment  were  moved 
into  position  and  all  arrangements  made  during  the  night  of  22-23  Oct.  18. 
Gun  teams  were  taken  to  shelter  near  the  battery  positions  at  4:30  o'clock. 
At  H  hour  minus  60  minutes  gun  teams  mounted  their  guns.  Two  batteries 
of  twelve  guns  each  were  used  in  the  barrage.  The  batteries  were  located., at 
a  point  25.0—81.5  West  of  BRABANT-MONTAGNE  ROAD.     Fire   was  de- 
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livered  on  Southwestern  edge  of  BULTRUY  BOIS  from  point  26.0—81.8 
thence  Northwest  to  point  25.8—82.25  to  a  depth  of  300  meters  on  either  side 
of  narrow  guage  railroad  toward  the  Northeast.  Battery  A  lost  one  gun 
from  shell  fire  before  fire  was  opened.  Battery  A  had  another  gun  knocked 
out  bv  shell  fire  at  H  hour  minus  30  minutes  and  Battery  B  had  two  guns 
out  from  shell  fire  at  H  hour  minus  20  minutes.  Total  number  of  rounds 
fired  110,000. 

5.  At  H  hour  minus  30  minutes  the  enemy  artillery  and  machine  gun  bar- 
rage fell  on  our  positions.  The  enemy's  machine  gun  fire  was  weak  and,  at 
H  hour  minus  10  minutes,  ceased  altogether  or  was  switched.  Enemy's  artil- 
lery fire  was  intense,  H.E.  and  some  gas,  and  continued  until  H  hour  plus  150 
minutes.     All  gun  teams  manned  their  guns  during  entire  period. 

Casualties  during  the  action: 

1  officer  wounded  slightly;   2  enlisted  men  killed  and  7  wounded. 

Equipment   destroyed  by  shell  fire: 

4  machine  guns,  (partially)  120  belts,  M.G.  40  boxes  ammunition,  6  spare 
part  boxes  and  10  boxes,  water. 

§.25-28  Oct.  18  Co.  B  was  assigned  to  58th  Infantry  Brigade  to  take  up 
position  in  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE  and  deliver  covering  fire  for  the  116th  and 
115th  Infantry.     Co.  B  was  relieved  of  this  mission  28  Oct.  18. 

7.  Night  of  28-29  Oct.  18,  battalion  was  relieved  and  marched  to  MOUL- 
IN  BRULE. 

Gas:  During  the  period  9th-28th  Oct.  18  while  battalion  was  at  COTE 
DES  ROCHES  anjl  HILL  338,  intermittent  H.E.  and  gafl  shell  attacks  were 
delivered   daily   on  our   position. 

Casualties:  Officers  Enlisted    Men 

Killed    0  6 

Wounded 1  -' 

Gassed  -  ' 

Sick    1  1" 

Stragglers f)  1 

Missing   °  - 

.1.  B.  WASHBURN, 
Major,  linth  M.c  Bn. 

BEPOST  OF  0PEBAT10NS,  CO.  A,  110TE  M.G,  BN. 

Company  A  with  13  Ford  trucks  accompanied  by  the  rest  of  the  110th 
M.G.  Mn.  left  REMBEBCOURT  AC  POTS  on  the  night  of  Sept.  80th  with 
an  effective  strength  of  5  officers  and  156  men.  [PPECOURT  was  reached 
that  same  night  afteT  a  15  Km.  hike  in  the  rain  and  men  were  quartered  In 
barracks.     The  following  evening  .-mother  march  brought  the  organization  to 

BOIS   DE  8IVRY  where  three  days   were  spent    in   resting  the  men    and    putting 

equipment  in  first  class  condition.  During  this  time  an  anti-aircraft  battery 
was  established;  no  net  ion.  On  October  tth  the  battalion  hiked  to  CASERNE 
NEIL,  THIERVILLE  where  it  was  quartered  for  three  days,  the  time  being 
devoted  to  cleaning  of  equipment  and  occasional  drill.  Vicinity  raided  on 
iiie  night  of  5th,  no  casualties;  anti-aircraft  battery  established. 

The   next    move  on  the   ttighl    of  October  7  Silt  brought    the   company   to   the 

BOIS  DELOLIME  where  the  balance  of  the  nighl  was  spent.    On  the  follow 
tag  morning  the  march  was  continued  to  CUMIERE8.     Battalion   bivouacfld 
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on  reverse  slope  of  hill;  anti-aircraft  battery  again  established.  The  company- 
proceeded  to  1  Km.  North  of  SAMOGNEUX  on  the  night  of  9-10  October  and 
bivouaced  at  point  25.2 — 76.5.  During  the  four  day  stay  there,  occasional  gas  and 
H.E.  shells  struck  close  to  the  camp.  No  casualties.  Anti-aircraft  guard  on 
duty.  Time  spent  in  cleaning  equipment  and  N.C.O's  school  on  indirect  fire 
data. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  the  camp  was  moved  to  25.1 — 80.05  just  South 
of  BOIS  DE  CQJsTSENVOYE,  East  of  the  MEUSE.  Dugouts  were  found 
for  a  small  portion  of  the  company  while  the  balance  had  to  dig-in  and  sleep 
under  shelter  halves.  The  following  evening  Co.  A  was  ordered  to  the  lines  to 
relieve  Co.  C,  112th  M.G.  Bn.  This  was  done  the  same  evening  under  heavy- 
shell  fire  and  two  gas  attacks.  Two  platoons  took  up  positions  in  the  first 
line  while  a  third  was  held  in  reserve.  Four  days  were  thus  spent  during 
v»hich  time  there  was  considerable  gas  and  H.E.  delivered  to  our  area;  no 
casualties.  Our  machine  guns  accounted  for  several  of  the  enemy. '  The 
company  returned  to  its  camp  on  the  19th,  remaining  there  until  23rd  October, 
when  it  again  went  to  the  front  and  at  5:30  A.M.  laid  down  a  direct  over- 
head barrage  for  three-fourths  of  an  hour  in  conjunction  with  Co.  B,  across 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM  from  point  24.9—81.75  in  preparation  for  the  attack 
of  that  date.  This  was  accomplished  under  violent  artillery  fire  from  the 
enemy.  Three  of  our  guns  were  put  out  of  action.  However,  a  total  of  42,- 
500  rounds  were  fired.  The  company  suffered  casualties  in  2  killed  and  3 
mounded. 

Following  this  the  organization  returned  to  its  camping  area.  In  this 
move  several  of  the  trucks  were  damaged  by  shell  fire.  During  the  balance  of 
its  stay  in  the  advance  zone  a  number  of  additional  casualties  listed  here  be- 
low occurred  due  to  shrapnel  and  gas  shells.  Company  A  was  assigned  to  the 
salvaging  of  area  bounded  by  meridian  24.5 — on  West;  North  by  ordinate  82; 
East  and  South  by  BRABANT  ROAD  through  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE. 
The  work  was  carried  on  by  all  effectives,  21-28  October.  Twenty-two  Ford  truck 
loads  of  equipment  were  gathered  up.  Seven  corpses  (American)  turned  over 
to  burying  squad  and   37  horses  interred. 

On  the  evening  of  Oct.  28th  the  Battalion  was  ordered  to  the  rear.  MOUL- 
IN BRULE  was  reached  at  an  early  hour  the  next  morning  after  a  hike  of  24 
kilometers  via  VERDUN.  The  men  Avere  placed  in  barracks.  That  same  day 
they  were  given  baths  and  clean  clothes.  31st  October  the  company  was  trans- 
ported by  bus  to  MUSSEY  where  it  is  now  billeted. 

CASUALTIES 

Killed    3 

Wounded 11 

Gassed     3 

Sickness    9 

D.   A.   PEASE, 
1st  Lieut.,  Co.  A,  HOth  M.G.Bn. 

****** 

Report  of  Operations,  First  Platoon  Co.  A,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 

Arrived  at  IPPECOURT  about  3  A.M.  Oct.  1,  after  hiking  all  night.  Here 
we  stayed  in  barracks  until  6:00  P.M.  Oct.  2d  after  which  time  we  left  for 
BOIS  DE  SIVRY.    We  stayed  here  three  days,  Oct  2,  3  and  4th. 
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On  the  night  of  Oct.  4th,  we  marched  to  CASERNE  NEIL.  Here  we  re- 
mained three  days,  Oct.  5,  6  and  7th,  during  which  time  we  spent  in  keeping 
our  equipment  in  good  order  waiting  for  an  order  to  move  forward.  On  the 
night  of  Oct.  7th,  we  marched  to  BOIS  DELOLIME.  Here  we  remained  over- 
night and  in  the  morning  (Oct.  8th)  we  left  for  CUMIERES;  here  we  stayed* 
overnight  and  on  Oct.  9th  we  marched  to  1  Km.  North  of  SAMOGNEUX, 
remaining  here  seven  days,  from  the  9th  to  the  17th,  during  which  time  we 
pitched  shelter  tents,  and  went  through  with  our  regular  drill  schedule  as  far 
as  possible.     The  equipment  was  cleaned  and  inspected  daily. 

On  the  night  of  Oct.  17th,  we  marched  to  HILL  25.1—80.05.  We  stayed 
there  until  Oct.  28,  18,  during  which  time  the  2nd  and  3rd  Platoons  were  sent 
to  the  front  line  to  hold  them.  Here  they  stayed  four  days,  while  the  1st 
Platoon  remained  in  reserve,  keeping  the  other  platoons  supplied  with  am- 
munition and  equipment.  On  Oct.  22,  18,  we  were  relieved  by  Co.  C,  112th 
M.G.  Bn.  "We  then  went  back  to  25.1 — 80.05  and  remained  until  the  morning 
of  Oct.  23,  18.  At  3:00  A.M.  we  returned  with  the  whole  company  to  the  lines. 
At  5:30  A.M.,  same  morning,  we  put  over  a  barrage  for  the  advance  of  the 
infantry.  Everything  came  off  fine,  although  we  were  heavily  bombarded  by 
the  enemy's  artillery;  one  man  severely  wounded.  We  then  returned  to  HILL 
25.1—80.05.  On  Oct.  28th  we  marched  to  MOULIN  BRULE  and  remained 
there  in  barracks  until  the  31st.  During  these  three  days  we  were  given  new 
clothes.  On  the  morning  of  Oct.  31st  we  were  taken  to  the  town  of  MUSSEY 
in  motor  trucks. 

C.  J.  O'DONNELL, 

Sgt.,  Co.  A,  110th  M.G.   Bn. 

Report  of  Operations,  Second  Platoon,  Co.  A,  110th  M.G.  Jin. 

Arrived  at  IPPECOURT  Sept.  30th.  Left  IPPECOURT  for  BOIS  DE 
SIVRY  and  arrived  at  the  woods  on  the  2nd  of  the  month.  We  stayed  there 
until  the  4th,  then  left  BOIS  DE  SIVRY  for  the  CASERNE  NEIL  barracks. 
We  arrived  at  2:00  A.M.  on  the  5th  of  October.  On  the  6th  of  the  month 
about  10:00  P.M.  there  was  an  air  raid,  and  air  bombs  were  dropped  about 
200  yards  in  the  rear  of  barracks.  Loft  the  CASERNE  NEIL  BARRACKS 
on  the  7th  of  October  and  arrived  at  DELOLIME  on  the  same  date  at  11  :30 
P.M.  Stayed  there  in  a  large  dugout  until  the  8th,  when  we  hiked  to  CUMI- 
ERES about'  10:00  A.M.  We  stayed  at  CUMIERES  until  the  Kith,  during 
that  time  there  was  quite  a  bit  of  artillery  fire  by  both  sides.  On  the  9th  of 
the  month  an  enemy  airplane  broke  through  the  lines  and  brought  down  two 
American  observation  balloons  and  returned  back  to  its  lines  safely.  Nad  nn 
inspection  of  machine  guns  and  personnel  by  the  company  commander.  Left 
CUMIERES  Oct.  10th  at  7:30  P.M.  arriving  at  SAMOGNEUX  1:00  A.M. 
where  we  stayed  until  the  17th  of  the  month.  During  that  time  there  w.is 
quite  a  few  shells  landed  in  our  vivinity,  also  gas  shells  were  sent  over  by 
the  enemy.  His  object  was  to  destroy  the  road  leading  to  the  front  Where  he 
made  several  hits  causing  the  engineers  to  stop  work  and   seek   shelter. 

We  left  SAMOGNEUX  and  we  hiked  to  HILL  25.1—80.05.  We  camped 
on  the  side  of  the  hill  on  the  morning  of  the  18th.  Corporal  Snead  and  1st 
CJ.  Private  Woods  of  my  platoon  were  taken  sick  and  sent  to  hospital  on  the 
18th. 

We  marched  to  the  trenches  and  relieved  Company  C,  112th  Machine  Gun 
Bn.,  until  the  22nd,  when  we  were  relieved  by  the  same  company.     During  that 
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time  it  was  very  quiet  except  for  one  night  the  enemy  counterattacked  and 
was  repulsed  by  our  machine  gun  fire  which  lasted  20  minutes.  In  that  time 
we  fired  8000  rounds.  The  next  morning  one  of  my  section  sergeants  crawled 
out  in  front  of  No.  2  gun  about  50  yards  and  brought  back  two  machine  guns, 
making  two  trips.  Both  guns  were  in  very  good  condition.  There  were  no 
casualties  in  my  platoon.  After  we  were  relieved  we  went  back  to  HILL 
25.1 — 80.05  and  stayed  there  until  the  23d.  During  that  time  there  was  in- 
tense artillery  activity  by  both  sides.  On  the  23rd  we  laid  a  barrage  at  5:30 
A.M.  which  lasted  45  minutes.  One  of  my  sergeants  was  killed  by  a  H.E. 
shell.  After  the  barrage  we  went  back  to  HILL  25.1 — 80.05.  The  same 
morning  a  shell  bursted  in  front  of  a  dugout  and  wounded  one  of  my  men. 
He  was  given  first  aid  and  sent  to  the  hospital.  On  the  25th  the  company 
started  out  at  5:30  A.M.  and  policed  over  area  of  1  Km.  wide  and  about  3 
Km.  in  depth  cleaning  the  woods  of  all  kinds  of  equipment  and  making  dumps 
along  the  road.  We  also  buried  dead  horses  and  dead  soldiers.  We  collected 
the  dumps  which  we  made,  making  about  22  loads,  which  we  took  to  the  58th 
Brigade  dump  near  BRABANT. 

That  night  the  28th  of  October  we  left  HILL  25.1—80.05  and  hiked  24 
Km.  to  MOULIN  BRULE  where  we  stayed  until  the  31st.  On  the  morning 
of  the  30th  the  platoon  was  issued  new  clothing.  We  left  MOULIN  BRULE 
on  the  31st  in  trucks  and  were  taken  to  the  village  of  MUSSEY,  where  we  are 
at  present. 

THOMAS  P.   ARTHUR, 
Sergeant,  Co.  A,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 


Report  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  A,   110th   M.G.  Bn. 

Left  IPPECOURT  Sept.  30,  arrived  in  BOIS  DE  SIVRY. 

Inspection  held  by  Bn.  Commander  Oct.  3rd. 

Cleaned  gun  equipment  Oct.  1th. 

Left  BOIS  DE  SIVRY  for  CASERNE  NEIL,  arriving  there  received  pay 
and  issued  clothing.  Cleaned  gun  equipment  Oct.  6th.  Three  hours  close  or- 
der drill  on  morning  Oct.  7.  Left  same  night;  arrived  at  BOIS  DELOLIME 
and  were  quartered   in  large  dugouts. 

Left  Oct.  8  for  CUMIERES  remaining  until  Oct.  10.  Had  gun  inspection 
by  company   commander. 

Left  Oct.  10  for  SAMOGNEUX  staying  until  17th.  Hiked  Oct.  17  to 
KILL  25.1—80.05.  Left  night  of  Oct.  18  for  front.  Following  night  opposed 
two  alleged  counterattacks,  firing  approximately  10,000  rounds  of  ammunition. 
Returned  to  HILL  25.1 — 80.05,  the  morning  of  Oct.  22  remaining  in  prepara- 
tion for  barrage  of  Oct.  23.  Inspection  of  gun  equipment  and  filling  belts  on 
Oct.  24.  Filling  belts  and  cleaning  gun  equipment  Oct.  25.  Inspection  and 
replacement  of  gun  equipment  Oct.  26.  Oct.  27th  and  28th  devoted  to  polic- 
ing and  salvaging  equipment  in  area  assigned  Company  A,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 

Left  HILL  25.1—80.05  for  MOULIN  BRULE  Oct.  28.  Remained  until 
Oct.  31   receiving  new  clothing. 

Left  for  MUSSEY  Oct.  31  arriving  same  date. 

W.  W.  MINES, 
Sgt.,  Co.  A,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 
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SEPOST  OF  OPEBATIONS  OF  CO.  B,  110TB.  M.  G.  BATTALION. 

On  the  night  7th-8th  Oct.  18,  this  company  with  battalion  marched  to 
BOIS  DELOLIME  where  it  formed  a  part  of  the  corps  reserve  for  the  fiist 
dav  of  the  attack.  On  the  morning  of  October  8th  it  took  up  a  new  position 
on  the  outskirts  of  CUMIERES  where  for  that  and  the  day  subsequent  it 
was  held  as  divisional  reserve. 

On  the  evening  9th-10th  Oct.  the  Company  with  Battalion  marched  to  the 
COTE  DES  ROCHE,  one  kilometer  North  of  SAMOGNEUX,  where  it  again 
formed  a  part  of  the  divisional  reserve  until  the  morning  of  17th  Oct. 

From  17th  Oct.  to  25th  Oct.  it  was  located  in  the  RAVINE  DE  RECH- 
JMPRE,  South  of  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE,  where  as  part  of  division 
reserve  it  was  held  in  readiness  at  the  center  of  resistance. 

The  company,  as  part  of  the  battalion,  assisted  in  preparation  fire  on  morn- 
ing of  October  23rd  by  firing  approximately  60,000  rounds  in  45  minutes. 
This  mission  completed,  it  moved  back  to  the  RAVINE  DE  RECHIMPRE  and 
remained  there  until  the  morning  of  Oct.  25th,  when,  having  been  assigned  to 
the  58th  Brigade,  it  took  up  a  position  in  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE,  one  battery 
of  six  guns  being  assigned  to  each  regiment  of  the  brigade. 

The  mission  of  the  company  being  completed  on  October  28th  it  was  or- 
dered back  to  its  Battalion  and  marched  during  the  evening  28th-29th  October 
to  MOULIN   BRULE. 

Casualties   in   the  company  are  as  follows: 

Killed,  1   Wagoner,  2  Privates,  1/c. 

Wounded  and  evacuated  to  rear,  1   Wagoner,   7   Privates. 

Gassed — Since  returned  to  organization,   2  Sergeants,   1  Corporal. 

Wounded — restored  to  duty,  1  Mechanic,  9  Privates. 

(;.  J.  KESSENICH, 
('apt.,  Co.  B,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 

###### 

4    November,   191 8. 
Report    Of   Operations,    1st    Platoon,    Co.    Ji,    110th    M.G*    Bn. 

Marched  with  battalion  night  of  the  9th  loth  October  from  CUMIERES  to 
point  1  kilometer  North  of  SAMOGNEUX.  Shelled  at  infrequent  intervals 
while  bivouaced  at  that  point,  shelling  directed  at  battery  positions  near  by. 
instruction    given    platoon    in    indirect    fire.       Moved    morning    17th    October    to 

point  25.10 — ho.Oo;  no  shelling  during  move.    Bivouaced  at  that  point;  slighl 

shelling  of  road   between   truck   pari   and   bivouac,     (inns  of  platoon   set   up   for 

anti-aircraft  work.    Morning  of  23d  Oct.  a  barrage  was  laid  in  support  of  the 

58th  Brigade.  China  were  taken  to  position  and  laid  on  the  evening  of  the 
22nd.  Guns  manned  at  6:28  A.M.  Oct,  23rd  and  fire  opened  about  5:32  AM. 
Great  difficulty  was  encountered  in  firing,  owing  to  belts  becoming  damp  over- 
night. As  soon  as  fire  was  opened  enemy  started  to  register  on  position  with 
artillery.  About  5:55,  2nd  Section  of  1st  Platoon  was  Ordered  out  of  action 
and  sent  to  the  rear  in  charge  of  section  sergeant.  One  gun  out  of  action 
account  of  stoppage*  from  oversize  cartridge  casing,  and  could  not  be  reduced. 
Other  gun    account  Stoppage   from    new   belts   jamming   carrier. 

At  termination  of  barrage  at  0:15,  superintended  clearing  of  remaining 
section.  (Juris  and  tripods  were  carried  to  the  trucks  on  the  road  near  MOR- 
TAL [115th  Inf.]  P.O.  The  men,  with  such  equipment  as  they  could  carry, 
were  ordered  about   50  yards  to  the   rear  of   gun   position.      After   seeing    1st 


296  29TH  DIVISION 

Platoon  position  clear  of  men,  guns  and  tripods,  joined  platoon  and  proceeded 
South  through  woods,  avoiding  road,  as  I  expected  it  to  be  shelled.  Arrived 
at  bivouac  around  7:30  A.M.  Section  previously  ordered  out  of  action  ar- 
rived at  bivouac  shortly  after  my  arrival.  About  19,500  rounds  were  fired 
iby  1st  Platoon. 

In  afternoon  took  detail  up  to  gun  position  with  2  trucks,  around  3:00 
•o'clock.  Shelling  had  abated  somewhat.  Started  collecting  remaining  equip- 
ment, but  was  observed  by  enemy  balloon  and  aeroplane  and  position  shelled. 
At  dark,  made  a*  run  through  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE  with  the  two 
trucks  full  of  equipment,  and  the  detail.  Continued  work  next  morning. 
Lightly  shelled.  Completed  with  two  loads.  Gun  positions  of  battalion  almost 
plowed  under  by  shell  fire. 

After  return,  nothing  of  interest  except  frequent  shelling  until  25th  Oct., 
when  B  Company  took  up  position  near  MOLLEVILLE  FAEM.  1st  Platoon 
went  under  command  of  Lt.  Pennington. 

E.  H.  STORNMER, 
2nd  Lieut.,  Co.  A,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 
****** 

Report   of  Operations,  Second  Platoon,   Co.  B,  110th  M.G.  Battalion. 

.Sept.  £0— Arrived  at  IPPECOURT. 

Oct.  1— Left  IPPECOUTtT  for  BOIS  DE  SIVRY. 

Oct.  2,  3,  4— At  BOIS  DE  SIVRY. 

Oct.  4— Left  BOIS  DE  SIVRY  for  NEIL  BARRACKS. 

Oct.  5,  6,  7— At  NEIL  BARRACKS. 

Night  of  Oct.  7th-8th— Marched  to  BOIS  DELOLIME. 

Morning  of  Oct.  8th— Marched  to  CUMIERES. 

Night  of  Oct.  9th- lOthr— Marched  to  one  kilometer  North  of  SAMOGNEUX. 

Oct.  10th- 17th— At  one  kilometer  North  of  SAMOGNEUX. 

Oct.  17th— Marched  to  25.1—80.05. 

Oct.  23rd— Action  in'  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  Pvt.  William  P.  Murray 
badly   wounded.      (Divisional   reserve). 

Oct.  25th— Defense  position  in  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE.  (Brigade  re- 
serve). 

Oct.   28th — Pvt.  L.   J.   Thomas    (slightly   wounded). 

Oct.  28th— Marched  to  MOULIN  BRULE. 

Oct.  31— Moved  by  bus  to  MUSSEY. 

WM;  F.  CREELY, 
2nd  Lieut.,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 
****** 

Report  of  Operations,  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  B,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 

5  Nov.,   18. 

Oct.  8  to  28,  1918.  Inch 

Performed  duties  of  company  adjutant,  Co.  B,  110th  M.G.  Bn. 

Oct.  23,  1918. 

Placed  in  command  of  3rd  Platoon,  Co.  B,  110th  M.G.  Bn.,  Oct.  23,  1918, 
at  4:00  A.M.  while  the  battalion  was  in  divisional  reserve  at  25.1 — 80.05. 
Co.  B,  in  conjunction  with  Company  A,  was  ordered  to  fire  a  barrage  lasting 
45  minutes  from  position  25.1—80.05,  into  BULTRUY  BOIS.  The  barrage 
started  at  5:30  A.M.  and  ceased  at  6:15  A.M.  Number  of  rounds  fired  by 
this  platoon,   20,000.     Two  of  my  guns  were  knocked  out  of  action  at  5:55 
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A.M.  by  shrapnel  and  pieces  of  high  explosive  shells.  During  the  firing  we 
were  subjected  to  an  intensive  bombardment  of  high  explosive  shells,  gas 
shells,  and  machine  guns.  The  men  remained  at  their  guns  during  the  entire 
time  of  firing.  Guns  and  equipment  were  in  excellent  condition,  and  we  were 
bothered  with  a  very  few  slight  jams.  No  casualties.  The  position  was 
evacuated  after  the  mission  had  been  completed  in  good  order,  without  any 
confusion,  with  the  equipment.  v 

Oct.  24,  1918. 

Performed  duties  of  company  adjutant. 

Oct.  25  to  28,  1918,  incl. 

In  divisional  reserve,  and  attached  to  the  58th  Infantry  Brigade,  Co.  B, 
110th  M.G.  Bn.,  was  ordered  to  take  up  a  position  in  the  BOIS  DE  CONSEN- 
YOYE  to  be  in  position  to  lay  down  a  barrage  in  case  of  counterattack.  Posi- 
tion taken  was  at  24900 — 81675.  Upon  a  rocket  signal  (1  cartridge,  3  white 
stars)  a  barrage  was  to  be  fired  on  designated  area  for  25  minutes  from 
time  of  opening  fire.  I  wras  placed  in  command  of  a  battery  of  6  guns,  con- 
sisting of  1st  Platoon  and  the  1st  Section  of  the  3rd  platoon.  Guns  were  laid 
by  14:00  hours.  During  the  time  we  were  in  this  position  we  were  subject 
to  intermittent  heavy  and  light  artillery  bombardment  of  H.E.  shells  and 
gas  shells,  also  intermittent  machine  gun  fire,  whose  location  I  was  unable  to 
locate.  Hot  meals  in  sufficient  quantities  were  brought  up  to  us  twice  a  day, 
with  no  failures.  Health  of  men  good.  Weather,  generally  clear.  Was  re- 
lieved by  M.G.  Co.,  316th  Infantry,  and  evacuated  position  19:00  hours,  28 
November  18.     Casualties:   wounded  2. 

GEORGE  B.  PENNINGTON, 
1st  Lieut.,  110th  M.G.  Battalion. 


Messages  Sent  From  and  Received  by 
Division  Headquarters 

Source:     Original  Messages. 

Code  names  have  frequently  been  de-coded,  for  clearness. 
The  method  of  transmitting  the  message,  where  known,  has 
been  added. 

NAMES   WHICH   FBEQUENTLY  APPEAR   IN   MESSAGES   WHICH 

FOLLOW. 

Andlauer,   Maj.   Gen.   Comdg.   18th   Div.  '(French). 

Ashburn,  Col.,  Thomas  Q.   Comdg.  324th  F.A.,  Comdg.  Art.  Brig,  at  start 
of  operation. 

Alexander,   Major,   G.M.,   Commanding    1st   Bn.,    116th    Inf.   wounded   Oct, 
9th. 

Barksdale,  Capt.  A.D.,  Comdg.  Co.  M. 
Brown,  Lt,  Col.  Hobart  B.,  114th  Inf. 
Bush,  Capt.,  J.  D.,  F.A.,  Art.  Int.   O.,   158th  F.A.  Brig. 
Briggs,  A.I.O.  with   116th  Inf. 

Burger,  Lt.  V.  J.,   Observer,   90th  Aero  Squadron. 
Bearss,  Col.  H.  I.,  Comdg.  51st  Inf.  Brig. 
Bowen,  Lt.  Col.  W.   S.,  Gen.  Staff,  G-3,   29th  Div. 

Chapman,  Capt.   Percy  A.,   A.D.C.,  C.G.   29th   Div.  Liaison  Officer   at  Hq. 
38th   Div.   French. 

Claudel,  Comdg.   (Jon.  XVII  Corps. 
Cloman,  Col.  S.  A.,  C.  of  S.,  29th  Div. 

Cleverdon,   1st  Lt.   H.  S.,   104th   Engrs.  Liaison  Officer  to   33d   Div. 
Caldwell,  Col.,  V.  A.  Comdg.  58th  Inf.  Brig. 
Cutchins,  Major  John  A.,  G-2,  29th  Div. 
Conover,  Lt.  J.  H.,   Pilot,  90th  Aero  Squadron, 
d 'A vila,   Lt.   Col.,    (French),   G-3,   XVII    Corps. 

De  Del'Escale,  Major,  Liaison  Officer   (French)   from  XVII  Corps  to  Hq. 
First  Army. 

Dowell,  Colonel  Cassius  M.,  G-3,  26th  Div. 
Doyle,  Capt.  W.  A.  Co.  A,  111th  M.G.  Bn. 
Dent,  Colonel,  E.  J.  104th  Engrs. 
Hinges,  Lt.  H.  R.,  Co.  I,   116th  Inf. 
Fern,  Lt.  Richard,  Int.  Officer,  58th  Inf.  Brig. 
Fleming,  Brig.   Gen.   A.S.,  Comdg.   158th  F.A.   Brig. 
,  Freeman,  Major  Russel  P.,  Comdg.  3d  Bn.,  113th  Inf. 
Finley,  Major  Chas.  B.,  Adj.  58th  Inf.  Brig. 

Grier,  2d  Lt.  A.  T.,  F.A.,  90th  Aero  Squadron   (attached)   115th  Inf. 
Greer,  2d  Lt.  H.   Edgar,  Hq.  Commandant. 
Graber,  Lt.  O.   J.  Co.  D,  114th  Inf. 

Gray,  Capt.,  Liaison  Officer  from   First   Army  to  XVII  Corps. 
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Harris,  Col.  A.  J.,  116th  Inf. 

Hayden,  Lt.,  H.  J.  Observer,  90th  Aero  Squadron. 
Hazeltine,  Major  Chas.  B.,  U.S.A.,  Div.  Sig.  Officer. 
Henderson,  Capt.  G.,  Intelligence  Officer,  115th  Inf. 

Hill,   Major  John  P.  Judge  Advocate  29th  Div.   Liaison  Officer  to  XVII 
Corps. 

Howell,  Lt. 

Jones,  Major  H.  L.,  Division  Inspector. 
Johnston,  Capt.  Ewart,  Co.  L.,  116th. 
Knight,  Major  James  G.  H.,  1st  Bn.,  113th  Inf. 
Kelley,  Col.  Reginald  H.,  U.S.A.,  116th  Inf. 
Lohr,  Major,  L.  R.   57th   Inf.  Brig.  Adjutant. 
Lambie,  Capt.  J.  D.,  Co.  C,  113th. 
Lex,  Arty  Liaison  Officer  to  115th  Inf. 
Lake,  Lt.  H.  A.,  90th  Aero  Squadron. 
Landis,  Operations  Officer,  113th  Inf. 
MacLeod,  1st  Lt.  Chas.  C,  Inf.,  Asst.  to  G-3. 
McKinlay,  Col.  L.  H.,  Comdg.  323d  F.A.   (75 's). 
Myers,   Capt.,   Asst.   to   G-3. 

May,  Capt.,  H.  D.  Operations  Officer,   116th  Inf. 
Xoyes,  332d  F.  A. 

Oehrl,  2d  Lt.  Harry  W.  Munitions  Officer,  115th  Inf. 
Opie,  Major,  H.  L.  3d  Bn.,  116th  Inf. 
Pope,  Col.  Wm.  R.,   113th   Inf. 

Palmer,  Col.  John  McA.,  U.S.A.,  Comdg.  58th  Inf.  Brig. 
Parr,  Lt.,  90th  Aero  Squadron. 
Pierson,  Lt.,  Pilot,  90th  Aero  Squadron. 
Reynolds,  1st  Lt.  E.  T.,  Inf.,  Asst.  to  G-3. 
Reckord,  Col.  Milton  A.,   115th  Inf. 

Randall,  1st  Lt.  Blanchard  Jr.,  Aide  to  O.G.,  29th  Div.,  Liaison  Officer  to 
57th   Brig. 

Robb,  Capt.  Henry  F.,  Co.  G,  115th  Inf. 
Rond,  Wally,  Liaison  Officer,  322d  F.A. 
Rohrback,  Capt.,  Co.  A,  111th   M.G.    Bn. 
Sullivan,  Capt.  Leroy  E.,  Co.  A,  113th  Inf. 
Stone,  Lt.  A.  K.,  Comdg.  Co.  K. 

Stack,  Capt.  Wm.  A.,  Comdg.  Co.  B,  116th  Inf.  to  Oct.  9;   comdg.  1st  Bn., 
116th  Inf.  from  Oct.  10th. 

Stewart,  Capt.  Geo.   S.,  Jr. 

Stover,  1st  Lt.  E.  C,  Co.  H,  115th  or  116th   Inf. 
Taylor,  Major  John  C,  Comdg.  1st  Bn.,  114th   Inf. 
Taylor,  Capt.  E.  G.,  Liaison  Officer  from  26th  to  29th  Div. 
.      Tydings,  Major  Willard   E.  Comdg.  111th  M.G.  Bn. 
Upton,  Brig.  Gen.  Leroy  S.,  Comdg.  57th  Brig. 
Warfield,  Col.  Augustus   B,  U.S.A.,  Comdg.  322d    F.A.    (75s). 
Washburn,  Major,  J.  H.  110th  M.G.   Bn. 
Williams,  Col.  George,  U.S.A.,  Comdg.  316th  Inf.,  79th  Div. 
Regard,   Capt.    Bernard    J.,    113th    Inf. 
Woodcock,  Major,  A.  W.  W.  Comdg.  3d  Bn.,  115th  Inf. 
Walker,  Capt.,  L.  D.  Asst.  G-2,  29th   Div. 
Waller,  Major,  S.  G.  2d  Bn.,  116th  Inf. 
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Wilmerding,  2d  Lt.  324th  F.A.,  Liaison  Officer  to  58th  Brig. 
Winterton,  Capt.  Clyde  E.,  Comdg.  3d  Bn.,  113th  Inf. 

****** 

CODE  NAMES  FOR   DIVISIONAL  UNITS. 

Division Mockingbird 

P.C.  Guynemer  was  the  location  of  29th  Div.  Hq.,  a  dugout  in  VACHER- 
AUVILLE. 

57th  Brigade Modest 

58th   Brigade    Mold 

113th  Infantry    Monday 

114th   Infantry    Mood 

115th   Infantry    Mortal 

116th  Infantry Mouth 

110th  Machine  Gun  Bn Muslin 

111th   Machine   Gun   Bn Mustard 

112th   Machine   Gun   Bn Mutton 

104th   Field  Signal  Bn Music 

104th   Engineers    Much 

158th   Field  Artillery   Brigade    Muzzle 

322d  F.  A.    (75)    Myriad 

323d  F.  A.   (75)    Myro 

324th   F.A.    (155)     Mystic 

308th  Trench  Mortar  Battery    •. .    Myth 

The  code  name  for  the  18th  Div.  (French)  was  Neptune.  This  name  was 
also  applied  to  its  P.C.  (in  abutment  of  bridge  at  BRAS),  and  hence  the 
26th  U.S.  Div.  on  relieving  the  18th  Div.  was  sometimes  called  Neptune. 

The  following  code  names  of  the  26th  U.S.  Division  appear  in  messages: 

Division    Jamaica 

51st    Brigade     Jackson 

52d    Brigade     Johnson 

101st  Infantry   Jackdaw 

102d    Infantry    Jangle 

51st  Field   Artillery  Brigade    Jamaica  A 

101st    F.A.    (75)     Jordan 

102d  F.A.   (75)    Journal 

103d    F.A.    (155)     Joyful 

The  following  system  of  numbers  to  indicate  officers  and  staff  sections  was 
prescribed : 

No.  Division  Brigade  Regiment  Smaller  Units 

1  CG.  C.G.  Col.  CO. 

2  A.D.C.  A.D.C.  Lt.Col. 

3  C  of  S 
5  G-l 

<>  0-2  Int  O  Int  O  Int  and  Opns 

7  G-3  Opns  O  Opns  O 

10  Signals  Signals  Signals  Signals 
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No. 

Division 

Brigade 

Regiment 

Smaller  Units 

1J 

Adjutant 

Adj 

Adj 

Adj 

12 

I.G. 

• 

13 

J.A. 

14 

C.Q.M. 

Sup  0 

Sup  0 

15 

C.  Surg 

Surg 

Surg 

Surg 

The  number  indicating  the  office  or  officer  required  was  given  after  the 
Division  code  name  of  the  organization,  for  example  MOCKINGBIRD  FIF- 
TEEN to  indicate  the  Division  Surgeon,  29th  Division. 


7-8  October,  18 


129.1 
Decoded  telegram 
(Copy  of  Telegram  Received  at  G.H.Q.) 

,      S.O.  Oct.  7,   1918. 


Secret 

.Received 
8-Oct.,    1918 
Operations   Section. 


G-3 


H.A.E.F. 

Post  of  command  29th  Division  closes  at  VKRDUN  and  opens  at  VACIT- 
ERAUVILLE  15:00  today. 

A.C.  of  S.,  G-3 
Distribution:  29th  Division. 

Chief  of  Staff  643    p.m. 

G-3  -  2  copies 
G-2  -  3  copies 

HS 

****** 

(Delivered  by  Staff  Officer) 
17°   Corps   d'Armee 
Etat   Major 

3°   Bureau  le  7   Octobro  1918 

N  ."5 5 8-8/3  Note  personelle  et  secrete 

(suite  au  plan  d 'engagement  du  17°  O.A.  N°  532-8/3  du  4/10-18) 

Jour  J =8   (huit)   Octobro 
Hen  re  H=5    (cinq)    hours 

Toutes  mesuros  pour  garder  le  secret  de  ces  indications  seront  prises. 

P.O.  le  /  Chef  d  'Etat-M.-ijor 
Dostinatnires  Metoworry 

18°  D.I.  26°    D.I.U.S.  Becd,  99th  Div.,  7  Oct  18,  17:16  o'clock 

26°  D.I.  A/17 

10°   D.I.G.  Genison 

29°   D.I.U.S.  Aviation 

33°  D.I.U.S.  3°  C.A.U.S.    (a  titre   de  rensgt.) 
33°  C.A. 

****** 
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(Reed.  8:30  o'clock). 

By  Phone 

20:30  o'clock,   7th   Oct.  Co.   104th   Eng.   to  Lt.   Col.   Bowen.     One   Battalion 
104th  Engineers  will  be  available  D  day.     Personnel  can  reach  destina- 
tion by  hour  discussed.*     Trucks  not  yet  here   and  transportation  will 
be  slow  arriving.     Will  notify  you  when  ready  for  more  help. 
*(7  o'clock  at  SAMOGNEUX). 

Oct.  FR.  AT  TO  AT 

8—5:15       Bowen       P.C.  GUYNEMER  CO.  58th  Brig.      P.C.  LA  PERCH 

Communications  cut. 

****** 

By  Phone 

5:00 — Chapman  to  Bowen.     General  directs  that  an  officer  be  sent  from  Divi- 
sion Headquarters  to  each  regiment  of  the  58th  Brigade  to  remain  with 
it  until  it  reaches  the  intermediate  objective  then  return. 
(Lts.  Reynolds  and  Grier  sent). 
******         i 

By  Phone 

5:35 — Capt.  Chapman,  (A.D.  C.  liaison  officer  at  Hq.  18th  Div.)  Col.  Cloman 
would  like  to  know  whether  Maj.  Hazeltine  has  gone  out  and  whether 
he  has  any  results  from  that  effort  to  get  communication  to  P.C.  LA 
PERCHE. 

****** 

By  Phone 

6:05 — Captain  Chapman  to  Lt.  Col.  Bowen.  Following  message  received  5:20 
A.M.  German  calls  for  barrage  to  East.  No  calls  on  our  front. 
Feeble  reaction  of  enemy  artillery  on  HILL  344. 

Second  Message  received  5:50  A.M.:  High  explosive  on  HILL  344  and 
on  high  ground,  N.E.  of  it.  Gas  shells  on  low  ground  below  slopes  N.E. 
of  HILL  344.     Counter  battery  called  for  by  18th  Division. 

****** 

By  Phone 

6:50— Chapman  to  Lt.  Col.  Bowen.  Friendly  troops  at  0572-0260;  Map 
ETAIN-A,  1/20,000.  (to  right  of  29  Sector). 

****** 

By  Phone 

6:50 — Capt.  Chapman  to  Lt.  Col  Bowen.  Second  message:  6:30  A.M.  Some 
prisoners  coming  down  HILL  344,  Co-Ord.  70-73,  Map  VERDUN— B. 

****** 

By  Phone 

7:00 — Lieut.   Fern,   operations   officer   58th  Brig.,   to   Bowen: 

There  is  nothing  to  report  except  that  everything  is  moving  very  well. 
We  have  an  O.P.  which  is  in  touch  with  the  operations  and  we  have 
been  getting  some  messages  in.  They  gave  us  the  locations  of  the  PC's 
as  the  attack  began.  The  OP's  report  the  troops  moving  ahead  nicely. 
There  is  nothing  more  definite  yet. 
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By  Phone 

From  58th  Brig.— To   G-3— 7:30 — 10/8/18. 

At  6:10  o  'clock  signals  our  light  artillery  firing  short.  Aide  sent  to  Artil- 
lery PC  and  learned  that  artillery  fire  had  been  checked  and  found  correct. 
Infantry  was  advancing  too  rapidly.  Barrage  jumped  at  6:20  o'clock.  At  6:30 
our  OP  reports  it  can  see  lines  of  115th  Inf.  moving  up  slope  COTE  238  in  good 
order.  Barrage  apparently  effective.  No  Boche  counter-battery  work,  until 
5:30  o'clock.  Little  since  then.  About  20  Austrian  130  mm  shells  have  fallen 
within  radius  of  500  meters  from  this  point  up  to  7:00  o'clock. 

58th  Brig. 

****** 

By  Phone 

7:40 — Captain  Chapman,  A.D.C.,  to  Bowen — Wire  to  Headquarters  58th  Brig- 
ade is  broken  again. 

****** 

By  Runner 

From  116th  Inf.— To  G-3— 6:20— 10/8/18. 

No   phone   communications.     Attacks   progressing   normally   as   ascertained 
by  observers.     First  objective  reached  at  6:20  o'clock,  with  little  opposition. 
Reed.   8:20  116th   Inf. 

****** 

By  Phone 

8:00— Situation    at    8:00    o 'clock— Capt.    Chapman,    A.D.C.,    to    Bowen. 

The   Americans   at   Southern   edge   at    HOIS    DU   BRABANT.      French 
have  penetrated  into  BOIS  DU  HAUMONT  on  their  entire  front. 

****** 

By  Phone 

8:06 — From  Lt.  Reynolds  to  Lt.  Col.  Bowen.  French  and  American  troops 
reached  their  first  objective  and  are  still  advancing  on  intermediate 
objective. 

****** 

By  Phone 

8:35 — From  Cloman  to  Col.  Bowen,  10/8/18.  Troops  referred  to  in  special 
order  857-3  belong  to  33d   Division. 

****** 

By  Phone 

Secret  8  October  18—8:00  o'clock 

SPECIAL   ORDER    No.    857/3. 

1.  The  58th  Brigade  has  occupied  the  Trench  of  SYRMIE. 
The  battalion  Southeast  of  BOIS  DE  POBGE8  will   cross  Hie  MEUSE  in 
the  region  of  BRABANT  as  soon  as  this  order  is  receive*  1. 

The  two   other  battalions  will   hold   themselves   in   readiness   to    follow   the 
movement,  but  without  beginning  crossing  of  the  river  until  further  orders. 

Signed:      ANDLAUER, 
Comdg.   18th  Div.    (French). 

This  order  reed,  by  Lt.  Col.  Bowen,  G-3,  29th   Div.,  by  phone  from  Head- 
qvarters,  18th  Division,  for  transmittal. 
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By  Motorcyclist 
Secret  HEADQUARTERS  29TH  DIVISION, 

8  October  18. 
Message  No.  5.  9:15  o'clock. 

To:   CG,  58th  Inf.  Brig. 

1.  The  troops  referred  to  in  orders  of  the  18th  Division,  No.  543/3  are 
troops  of  the  33rd  Division  and  do  not  concern  you.  It  was  sent  for  your  in- 
formation simply  to  show  you  that  the  33rd  Division  was  going  to  join  in  the 

attacks. 

S.   A.   CLOMAN, 

Colonel,    Infantry, 

Chief  of  Staff. 

****** 

By  Courier 
Message  No.   1  P.C.   58th   Inf.   Brigade 

8  Oct.  18—7:30  o'clock 

18th  Div.  French 
29th  Division 

All  units  of  this  command  reported  in  position  by  H  hour  except  one  MG 
Co  which  became  separated  from  116th  Infantry  at  SAMOGNEUX  and  re- 
turned to  this  P.C.  This  Co.  was  sent  into  position  at  5:00  o'clock.  Pre- 
viously reported  by  phone  to  18th  Div.,  French. 

58th  Brig. 
****** 

1  By  Phone 
Thru  58th  Brig,  via  runner  from  115th  Inf.,   10/8/18.  No.  2 
(Relay  to  18th  Div) 
At  7:00  1st  Bn  115th  Inf  had  reached  objective  indicated  on  map  1  for 
that  hour.     At  7:30  o'clock  they  appeared  to  be  practically  on  intermediate 
objective.     All   movements   made    in   good   order,   but   we   have   no   telephone 
communication    except    with    artillery.      Ask    permission    to    move    regimental 
P.C.  to  SAMOGNEUX-,  as  it  will  enable  me  to  keep  closer  touch. 

******  RECKORD 

By  Phone 

From  Lt.  Reynolds  To  G-3— 8:06— 8/10/18. 

French  and  American  troops  reached  their  first  objective  on  time  and  are 
still   advancing   on  the   intermediate   objective. 

REYNOLDS, 
Asst.  G-3,  29  Div. 
****** 

By  Courier 

Information  from  Brig  OP 
From  58th  Brig— To  G-3 

No  troops  seen  since  6:49.  Heavy  enemy  artillery  fire  on  REGNEVILLE. 
No  men  have  passed  thru  as  yet.  Will  keep  sharp  lookout  for  troops  moving 
that  way.  At  one  time  (clear  visibility  for  10  min.)  machine  gun  fire  was 
visible  from  this  point.     (8:17  o'clock)  on  hill  occupied  by  our  troops. 

PHILLIP,  Corp. 
Relay  to  18th  Div 
(Bowen) 
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By  Phone 

From  58th  Brig— To  G-3— 7:00— 10/8/18— No.   1. 

All  units  of  the  command  reported  in  position  by  H  hour  except  one  MG 
Co  which  became  separated  from  116th  Inf  at  SAMOGNEUX  and  returned 
to  this  P.C.  This  company  was  sent  into  position  at  5:00  o'clock.  Previously 
reported  by  phone  to  18th  Div.   French. 

58th  Brig. 

****** 

By  Phone 
From  58th  Brig  CP— To  G-3— 10:00. 

No  enemy  artillery  fire  since  about  9:00.     About   five  Austrian   prisoners 
just  turned  in  here;  they  are  being  sent  over  to  Div  CP.     More  coming. 
Relayed— C.C.M.— 10 :  30 

****** 

By  Phone 

10:05 — Ashburn,   Comdg.   158   F.A.   Brig,  to  Col.  Bo  wen : 

The  French  report  that  they  have  met  determined  resistance  in  the 
BOIS  D'HAUMONT  and  have  not  yet  reached  their  intermediate  ob- 
jective. They  cancelled  my  order  to  move  one  battalion  forward  on 
this  account.  Following  just  received  at  9:55  from  Warner,  Liaison 
Officer,  with  115th,  reports  from  CP  115th  Inf,  on  road  1/2  way  be- 
tween SAMOGNEUX  BRABANT  as  follows:  Everything  this  AM 
beautiful;  artillery  preparation  very  fine;  infantry  reached  all  ob- 
jectives on  time.  Casualties  very  light.  Prisoners  coming  in  in  good 
numbers,  all  Slovaks.  Communication  difficult.  Wire  reached  this 
place  about  1/2  hour  ago.  A  heavy  enemy  battery,  210  or  240  is 
shelling  this  neighborhood. 

Relayed  to  18th  Div.  10:30 
C.C.M. 
(Asst.  G-3)  ****** 

By  Phone 
8:45 — 58   Brig   to   Bowen — Message  received    from   CP    H6th    Inf,    8   Oct    18, 
8:30  o'clock.     To  OP  58th  Brig— First  line  battalion  reached  H  plus  2 
objective    7:00    o'clock — Advance    continues — 21     prisoners    sent    back, 
also  one  light  machine  gun — Signed  HARRIS.     Relayed  to   18th   Div. 

****** 

By  Courier 
To  G-3,  29th  Div— 9:20— 8  Oct  18. 

Pursuant  to  orders  568  8/3  17  C.A.,  1  am  sending  118th  Inf  with  110  MG 
to  -South  slope,  COTE  DE  L'OIE  Northeast  of  CUMIEBE8.  114th  Inf  to 
North  edge  BOIS  DE  BOURRU8.  Combat  trains  with  organizations.  Field 
trains  remain  here. 

CP  57  Brig  remains  at  GERMONVILLE. 

UPTON, 
*     *     *     *     *     *  Brig.  Gen. 

By  Courier 

From  CO  58  Brig— To  Div.  CP— 10:23. 

116th  Inf  and  115th  Inf  observed  from  OP  58th  Brig,  moving  up  slope  of 
intermediate  objective  in  perfect  formation,  mopping  up  methodically  in  rear. 
Lines  of  prisoners  observed  moving  back  from  front  under  small  guard. 
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By  Phone 

10:34— 58th  Brigade  OP  to  Col  Bo  wen. 

Heavy  fire  along  whole  slope  of  HAUMONT  WOOD  seems  to  be  our 
barrage  lifting  to  the  crest  of  these  hills.  One  allied  plane  landed  in 
rear  of  our  advancing  troops  but  we  could  not  from  this  point  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  he  called  for  panels.  Our  line  of  troops  advanc- 
ing over  hills  to  enemy  lines  on  sector  on  our  left  several  isolated  units 
seem  coming  back,  cannot  determine  whether  or  not  they  are  prison- 
ers. Troops  are  very  visible  here.  Tell  Mr.  Blue  the  troops  are  in 
excellent  formation  on  the  hill  and  are  still  wearing  their  packs. 
Working  as  if  they  are  on  a  maneuver.  One  detachment  of  Austrian 
prisoners  passed  this  post  at  10 :  08  o  'clock  about  35  men  in  all.  Three 
American  guards;  several  more  units  seen  coming  this  way  at  this 
distance.  Looks  to  be  prisoners  also.  One  French  plane  in  our  lines 
to  the  left  of  FORGES.  Unable  to  fly.  Fire  in  small  village  near 
FORGE,  seems  to  be  ammunition  dump  fired  by  shells  from  our  barrage. 

****** 

By  Motorcyclist 

From  G-3,  PC  GUYNEMER,  10/8/18— 8:00— No.  2. 
To:     CG  58th  Inf.  BTig. 

No  phone   connection  with  your  PC.     Please  send  report   of   progress  by 
bearer. 

BOWEN, 

Lt.  Col.  G.S. 

****** 

From    Chapman— To    Mr.    Fleming— 11:01— 10/8/18. 

Mr.  Cloman  is  coming  over  to  see  Mr.  Fleming  immediately. 

****** 

By  Courier 
No.  1  33d  Div.  (Patterson)   CP  LE  CLAIRE 

To  G-3  8  Oct.  18,  7:40   AM 

Bridge  party  at  BRABANT  shelled  last  night,  two   killed;   bridge  prog- 
ressing.    All  other  reports  state  the  situation  normal. 

H.  S.  CLEVERDON, 

1st  Lt.,  Liaison  Officer. 

****** 

By  Phone 

11:25 — Col.  Ashburn  to  General  Fleming — Artillery  Liaison  with  115th  In- 
fantry reports  from  road  at  PC  half  way  between  SAMOGNETJX  and 
BRABANT  everything  this  AM  beautiful.  Infantry  reached  all  ob- 
jectives on  time.  Casualties  very  light.  Prisoners  coming  in  in  good 
numbers,  all  Slovaks.  Communication  difficult.  The  French  report 
that  they  have  made  determined  resistance  in  the  BOIS  D'HAUMONT 
and  have  not  yet  reached  the  intermediate  objective.  They  cancelled 
my  order  to  move  one  battalion  forward  on  this  account. 

31:25  From  Colonel  Warfield  to  Col.  Ashburn— There  is  nothing  of  great 
importance  to  report.  I  have  seen  approximately  300  German  prison- 
ers going  into  SAMOGNEUX.  The  third  line  of  advance  has  gone 
forward  out  of  sight.  A  message  from  the  artillery  liaison  officer 
wth  the  1st  Bn  just  North  of  BRABANT  as  follows: 
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1 1  Have  been   going  ahead   in   fine  shape  and   practically   no  resis- 
tance.    About  9:00  o'clock  enemy  artillery  opened  up  strongly  on 
hill  52.80  on  VERDUN  B  Map.     Just  now,  at  10:00  AM,  no  artil- 
lery activity  of  enemy  that   I   can  positively   identify. " 
11  :25     From  Lt.  Brown  to  Col.  Ashburn — We  are  having  very  good  success. 

Several  Majors  amongst  the  prisoners. 
11:25     From  Col.  Warfield  to  Col.  Ashburn — (Quoting  message  from  artillery 

liaison  officer  from   1st   Bn). 

"Thru    .0115    1st   Bn,   reached   its   objective   well   ahead   of   time; 

captured  about  150  Austrians  and  Poles. 

2d  Bn  has  gone  thru  and  well  on  its  way;   up  to  schedule. " 

From    Adj.,    104th    Engineers,    BOIS    BORRUS— to    CP    29th    Division— 
8  Oct.  18—9:15  AM— By  courier. 

CO.   104   Engs.   is  at  SAMOGNEUX. 

Adjutant,   104th  Engineers. 


By  Phone 

12:10 — Lt.  Reynolds  to  Col.  Bowen:  116th  reached  intermediate  objective  at 
9:30,  advancing  on  normal  objective. 

By  Phone 

12:20 — Capt.  Chapman  (Liaison)  to  Col.  Bowen:  The  Commanding  General 
desires  that  the  following  message  be  sent  to  Commanding  General 
58th   Inf  Brig: 

The  entire  intermediate  objective  has  been  reached.     Therefore  the 

infantry   will    immediately     proceed     towards    the     taking    of    the 

normal   objective,    as   planned. 

There  is  a  delay  of  2  hrs.  30  min.,  in  schedule.     Artillery  barrage 

is  being  rectified  accordingly. 

This  .order  issued  at  the  request  of  the  Commanding  General  18th 

Div. 

By  Phone 

12:45  From  Major  Finley  to  Lt.  Col.  Bowen.  CO.  58th  Brig,  .just  received  an 
order  from  you.  We  have  just  been  in  touch  with  116th  Inf.  and  he 
reports  having  reached  the  intermediate  Objective  at  9:30.  His  troops 
are  moving  forward.  The  information  was  delayed  in  reaching  him 
from  his  advance  element  because  the  runners  were  cut  off  by  artillery 
fire. 

It  is  too  late  for  us  to  call  them  back.  They  have  already  begun  their 
forward  movement  in  accordance  with  the  Original  schedule.  What 
do  you  want  us  to  do? 

By    Phone 

1:00 — Lt.  Holden  to  Col.  Bowen:  First  regiment  57th  Inf  Brig  cleared  BOIS 
BOURRUS.  2nd  Regiment  held  up  by  shell  fire  GKRMONVILLE-LA 
CLAIRE  ROAD  in  North  part  BOIS  BOURRUS. 
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By  Runner 

From  Henderson  at  22.9—75.0;   OP   115th  Inf.— 8   Oct— 6:35— No.   1. 

To  G-2,  29th  Div. 

Sketch  attached  shows  approximate  location  of  1st  and  2d  Bns  115th  Inf 
at  6:20.     At  this  time  the  barrage  lifted.  (see  Fig.  1) 

Becd.  11:45— 58th  Brig.  HENDERSON. 

Note:  Attach  explanations — Sketch  ground  features — Number  Coordinates. 

Scale— 1/20,000     Date   8   Oct     Purpose  Line  at  6:20  (see  Fig.  2) 

Time  6:20.     Organization  115th       Signature.     G.  HENDERSON. 
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Fig.  3 


Note:      Attach  explanations — Sketch   ground    features   number   coordinates. 

Scale  1/20,000       3d  Bn.  8  Oft        Purpose     Lines  at   8  AM 

Time  8:00         Organization  115th  Big.  (J.   HENDERSON. 

****** 

By  Runner 
From  Henderson  at  22.9— 75.0— (OP  of  115th)    8  Oct— 8:  LO 
To  G-2,  29th  Div 

Sketch  herewith  shows  location  of  units  of  116th  Inf  al  8  o'clock.  1st 
Bn  (and  probably  2d  Bn)  are  near  crest  of  hill  at  MALBROUCK  waiting  for 
barrage  to  lift  on  normal  objective.     Seem  to  have  met  no  resistance  so  far. 

(sec   Pig.  3) 
Reed.  11:45— 58th  Brig  CP  HENDERSON. 

****** 

By  Phone 
12:50 — From    Mr.    Chapman    to    Mr.    Bowen.      Artillery    is    taking    necessary 
measures. 
Send  exact  information  as  to  whereabouts  of  infantry  as  soon  as  obtained. 


****** 
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By  Courier 

From  P.C.  Patterson   (33d  U.S.  Div.)   at  LA  CLAIRE— 8  Oct  18—11:15 
—No.   2. 

To  Division  G-3 

Bridge  at  BRABANT  completed  8:30  AM. 

1st  Bn  132d^ordered  to  cross  river  at  BRABANT  at   8:05  AM. 
Aerial  Service    Report    10:30    AM. 

Fire  blazing  at  point  209/793,  explosion  at  that  point  10:10  AM. 
Shrapnel  bursting  over  CONSENVOYE. 
Shell  burst  in  BRABANT   10:12  AM. 

Black   smoke    from    FORT    SPINCOURT    10—10:20    AM. 
Aerial  Report  10:38  AM. 

Shells   falling  on   ORMONT   FME— CREPION   ROAD. 
Smoke    (blue)at   line   255/792   to   260/790   at    10:35. 

H.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 

****** 

By  Phone 
2:00 — Capt.  Chapman  to  Lt.  Col.   Bowen.     At   1:40   PM   an  aviator  reported 
presence  of  our  infantry  on  normal  objective  from  CONSENVOYE  to 
wood   of   CONSENVOYE.      He    does    not   know   where    the   infantry   is 
within   the  wood. 


■o 


By  Phone 
:  00— From   Liaison    Officer   on   the    left   to    G-3— The    Regiment   of   the    33d 
Division  has  just   been   ordered  to  form  on   the  normal'  objective  line 
and  to  proceed  forward  under  creeping  barrage  at  16:00  o'clock.     They 
are  to  join  up  with  the  29th  Division  on  the  line  of  exploitation.     The 

creeping  barrage  will  cover  the  entire  zone  of  action  of  the  33d  Division. 

****** 

(Memo   to    G-3    by   Div    Signal    Officer?) 

We  have  wireless  connections  with  the  D.P.C 's  on  our  right  and  left  also 
connections  with  Army  Corps. 

****** 

By  Phone 
From   116th  Inf — 10/8/18— 12:20  to  CP  58th  Brig.    (Repeated  to  G-3): 
Machine   gun   fire   on   flank.     Holding   up   1st   line  battalion   also   2d   line 
battalion.    MG  nest  at  45.8 — 79.2,  also  near  26.5 — 78.7.    Arty  BOIS  DE  CON- 
SENVOYE has  been  active.     Attacking  MG  nest  by  flank. 

(Above)  Message  sent  by  bn  to  Regt  at  12:20.  We  have  since  been  in  touch 
with  116th  Inf;  from  information  received  would  indicate  this"  was  overcome. 
When    116th   Inf,   was  talking  units  were  moving  forward. 

Signed   58th   Brig. 

Phoned  15:35  McCOY. 

****** 

Translation  HEADQUARTERS  29TH  DIVISION 

8   Oct   18—11:00   o'clock 
18th  Division 

Rtat  Major  P.C.  8  Oct  18— 10h.45 

3d  Bureau 

SPECIAL  ORDER  NO.  859/3 

The  Colonel  commanding  the  left  regiment  of  the  58th  Brigade  will  move 
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immediately    on    receiving    this    order    to    CASERNES    DE    METJSE     (Point 

48.68). 

Distribution:  General  ANDLAUER. 

29th  Division,  Comdg.  18th  Division   (French) 

58th  Brig.  U.S.  S/C  29th  Div 

****** 
By  Motorcycle 

From  Liaison  Officer  at  57th  Brig— 8  Oct  18— 14:00— No   1 
To  G-3,  Division  CP 

57th  Brig,  is  carrying  out  orders  of  17  C.A.  (French)  No.  556.  Movement 
delayed  in  part  by  shelling  on  road  North  edge  of  BOIS  DE  BORRUS. 
Motorcycle  liaison  every  two  hours  as  called  for  in  Field  Orders  No  18  An- 
nex complied  with  but  once  at   11:30  this  morning. 

RANDALL 
****#* 

By  Courier 

From  104th  Enginers  at  SAMOGNEUX— -8  Oct  18—4:50 

To   Division. 

Road  North  from  SAMOGNEUX  good  condition— Road  SAMOGNEUX  to 
REGNEVILLE  and  CUMIERES  very  bad.  Three  companies  and  Regtl.  CP 
here. 

****** 

By  Phonr 

Confirmation  of  message  transmitted   by   telephone  at    15:15  o'clock. 

The  regiment  of  the  33d  Div  has  just  been  ordered  to  form  on  normal  ob- 
jective line  and  to  proceed  forward  under  creeping  barrage  at  lb*  o'clock. 
They  are  to  join  up  with  the  29th  Div  on  the  Line  of  Exploitation.  Their 
creeping  barrage  will  cover  their   (33d   Div)   entire  zone  of  action. 

H.  S.  CLKYKRDON,   1st  Lt. 

***** 

By  Courier 

From   Patterson   (33d  Div.)   CP,  LA  CLAIRE— 8  Oct   18  -15:45— No  3. 

To  G-3,  29th  Div. 

2nd  Bn  has  crossed  at  BRABANT  and  now  advancing  North.  Also  Hie 
bridge  at  CONSENVOYE  is  ready   for  use   (12:10  h). 

Following  dropped  by  airplane  13:58. 

Troops  33d  Div  at  13:40  front  line  sloping  on  rond  U5M5-R5C2  and  in 
position    along   CONSENVOYE  BRABANT    ROAD.      CONSENVOYE    bridge 

destroyed. 

****** 

By  Pit  one 

17:50 — Col.  Ashburn  to  Bowen — Please  tell  Brig  Comdr  whom  I  have  been 
trying  for  three  hours  to  get  by  phone  that  1  am  prepared  to  put  down 
a  barrage  tonight  from  200  to  500  meters  in  front  of  the  normal  ob- 
jective. Tell  him  that  the  range  is  wry  long  and  sonic  short  bursts 
might  occur.  The  barrage  will  be  put  down  on  signal  calling  for  it. 
One  bn  of  75 's  is  starting  now  to  move  up  to  the  RAVIN  I  THAU- 
MONT. 
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By  Phone 

To  G-3— 10/8/18 

My  modification  of  Order  No.  2  of  today.  The  combat  train  of  113th  will 
remain  on  the  left  bank  of  the  MEUSE  at  the  COTE-DE-L'OIE.  We  are  re- 
quested to  immediate!^  give  this  order  to  the  57th  Brig. 

CAPT.  GRAP 
Phoned  18:00  17th  Corps. 

Sent  out  at  18:20  o'clock  8  Oct. 

****** 

Prom  Major  Hill  to  G-3  29  Div— 8  Oct   18—14  hr  40  min  CP  REGRET 
(XVII  Corps) 
1.  Report  13  hrs.  8  o'clock  18,  sent  from  here  to  Staff  at  SOULLY,  LAHEY- 
COURT  and  IOD  I.C. 

"The  capture  of  the  BOIS  D'HAUMONT  is  confirmed  at  11  hrs  25,  at 
12  h  30.  The  line  passes  by  LA  COTE  208—1500  M.  East  of  CON- 
SENVOYE-MALBROUCK— outskirts  of  South  of  BOIS  DE  BRABANT 
—outskirts  of  North  of  BOIS  D'HAUMONT  close  behind— beginning 
of  RAVINE  of  JABLEME— 200  m.  Northeast  of  the  corner  West  of 
the  BOIS  DES  CAURES. 

Prisoners  have  been  taken  by  the  58th  Brig  (29  Div).  The  137  Regt 
(German)  belongs  to  the  15th  D.I.  The  108th  D.I.  should  have  been 
dissolved  about  3  weeks  ago  (reports  of  prisoners). 
II.  Report  9  h  from  REGRET  to  Hq  1st  Army  (part  not  9  noted:  super- 
seded by  above.  The  137th  German;  61st  K.U.K.;  31st  and  17th  Austrian 
Chausseurs:   5th  K.U.K.;    602nd  Artillery  identified. 

III.  Received  at  REGRET,  14  hrs  20  from  26th  Division  (French)  :  Have 
taken  all  intermediate  objectives  and  push  patrols  beyond  this  objec- 
tive. The  left  Bn  of  the  Div  after  having  been  stopped  while  abreast 
of  the  intermediate  objective  conquered  the  resistance  and  progressed 
beyond  the  said  objective. 

IV.  Weighted  messages  dropped  by  avion   at  14  hrs.    (at  P.C.   17th  C.A.)  : 

Friendly  troops  are  all  in  the  BOIS  D'HAUMONT,  also  Southwest 
half  of  the  BOIS  DES  CAURES;  Americans  all  in  positions  but  not 
advancing   on    the   road   CONSENVOYE-FERME    MOLLEVILLE. 

****** 

By  Phone 
20:10— Reed,    at    58th    Brig.— From    Operations    Officer,    CP    58th    Brig,    at 
QUARRY.     16:05   reached  normal  objective.     Friendly  artillery  bar- 
rage has  been  shelling  us  steadily. 

116th   Inf. 

****** 

By  Phone 

"20:40 — Major  Hill  Liaison  Officer  to  XVII  Army  Corps  to  Col.  Bowen: 

18:00:  The  line  passes  by  CONSENVO YE— North  from  CONSEN- 
VOYE  to  DAMVRILLE  through  the  BOIS  DE  CONSENVOYE- 
FERME  D 'HAUMONT— North  of  BOIS  D'HAUMONT  BOIS  DE 
COURES  (except  the  Northeast  corner) —  BOIS  DE  LA  WARVILLE. 
17th  Corps  has  taken  1400  prisoners  and  one  battery  with  its  per- 
sonnel. 
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By  Phone 

18:50— Major  L'Escale,  Liaison  Officer  from  the  XVII  Corps  to  1st  Army  to 
Col  Bowen:  The  British  Army  have  made  an  attack  today  between 
ST.  QUENTIN  and  CAMBRAI.  Remarkable  advance.  The  line  is 
indicated  by  ESNES-VALINCOURT-MALINCOURT-HELINCOURT 
-FERIN   THINONT. 


By  Phone 

18:30— From  4th  French  Army:  ST.  ORNES  on  the  AISNE  passed  by  1500 
meters.  CELLES  is  occupied.  The  38th  Army  Corps  has  taken  the 
plateau  Northeast  of  BOIS  D'AUTRY,  TUILERIE,  DE  DIEVRES, 
BASTON  D'ALETTE.  Numerous  prisoners.  Tomorrow  morning  at  5 
o'clock  I  will  take  an  order  to  57th  Brigade.  57th  still  remain  as  a 
reserve. 

(HILL.) 


By  Motorcyclist. 

From  CP  REGRET   (XVII  Corps)— 8  Oct.  18—7  hrs.  48. 
To:   G-3,   29th   Div. 

1.  Attack  started   5:00  hrs.  and    is  reported   progressing  normally. 

2.  The  following  reports  have  come  in: 

(a)  To  2°   Bureau  8  Oct.  18  at  1  h  from  33°   D.I.U.S.— following  tele- 
phone. 

"Two  prisoners  of  5°    K.P.K.  have  been   captured  at  BKABANT. 
(Please  note  that   this   is   confirmation   of   that   element   of   presumed 
enemy  position  as  set  forth  in  copy  of  map  sent  you  by  me   (Oct.   18). 

(b)  At  7  hrs.  these  Hq.    (CP   17th  C.A.)    made  following  report  to   1st 
Army: 

"Attack  began  normally  at  5  hrs.     At  7  hrs.  the  line  attained  passed 
by    trench     DE    BOU88IERE8    edge    of    woods    NW    of    BOIS     DE8 

CAOURES— CR  329  on  the  route  from  JOLI-COEUB  to  VTLLE  DE- 
VANT-CHAUMONT.     The  observatory  of  WAVBILLE  is  ours.    One 
signals   that   00   prisoners   arc   taken    at    BEAUMONT. 
The  enemy  artillery  reaction  is  feeble  except  in  the  ravines  South  and 
Southeast  of  BEAUMONT. 

(c)  Report  received  at  7  hrs.  as  follows:     "M.F.2.  Matters  go  well  on 
the   WAVRTLLE.     The   crest    is  ours. 

3.  At  5  hrs.  T  went  to  CP  of  57th  Britf.  at  GERMONVJLLK  and  brought 
location  of  units.     CP  remains  at  GrERMON VILLI;. 

HILL. 


By  Phone 

From  13,    (Maj.  Hill,  at  Corps  Hq.)    10/8/18— 21  : 35— To  G-3. 
Latest  reports,  prisoners  taken   British   10,000.     17th  Corps  2400  counted 
3000  estimated.     4th  Army  very  numerous. 
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By  Phone 
From  Lt.   Grier,   115th   Inf.— 16:30— To   G-3. 

Normal  objective  reached.     Many  prisoners,  few  casualties;   am  returning. 
(Lt.  Grier,  Hq.  Comdt.  had  been  sent  forward  by  G-3.) 

*  GRIER, 

I  *     *     *     *     *     *  115th  Inf# 

By  Phone 

— 58th  Brigade  to  Bowen:  Message  received  from  CP  116th  Infantry,  8- 
October  18,  8:30  o'clock,  to  CP  58th  Brigade— First  line  battalion 
reached  H  plus  2  objective  7:00  o'clock — advance  continues;  21  prison- 
ers sent  back,  also  one  light  machine  gun. 

Relayed  to   18th  Div.  HARRIS. 

****** 

By  Horseman. 

From  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig.  GERMONVILLE,  8  Oct.  18— 19:00— No.  2. 
To   Division   CP— G-3. 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  17  C.A.  French  57th  Brig.  CP  is  being  moved; 
from  GERMONVILLE  to  CUMIERES.  No  hour  has  been  set  for  closing 
this  message  center  or  opening  the  new.  Monday  (113th)  enroute  to  position 
set  forth  for  it  in  1st  A.U.S.  17  C.A.  114th  Inf.  enroute  to  COTE  DE  L 'OIE. 
Mustard  (111th  M.G.  Bn.)  placed  under  command  of  Monday.  110th  to 
COTE  DE  L'OIE.     I  will  proceed  to  CUMIERES  at  about  21:00  o'clock. 

RANDALL. 

****** 

OFFICE   OF    THE    DIVISION   MUNITIONS    OFFICER 

8  October  18. 
Memorandum  from  Division  Munitions   Officer. 

1.  The  munitions  for  the  29th  Division  can  now  be  obtained  from  dumps 
located  at  MARRE  and  CHATTANCOURT. 

2.  All   kinds    of    infantry    ammunition    and    pyrotechnics    are    available    at 
either  dump,  also  37  mm  and  Stokes  Mortar. 

HARRY   W.   OEHRL, 

2d  Lt.,  Inf. 

****** 

By  Phone 
From  CO.  58th  Brig,  at  CP— 8  Oct.— To  P.C.  Ashbum. 

Desire  extra  $  heavy  harassing  fire  in  front  of  normal  objective  from  5:00 
to   5:30   A.M. 

CALDWELL. 

****** 

By  Courier  to  G-3— Phoned  to  158  F.A.  Brig.  2  o'clock  10/9. 

CP  18th  Div,  Oct  18— Situation  at  16:30  (Translation) 

French:     The  line  passes  through  hill  at  East  and  Northern  edge  of  BOIS  DE 
HAUMONT— observatory    7597— farm    of    ORMONT— point    6901 
and   connects   with  the  Americans   in   the  bottom   of  the  ravine  of 
WALONSEVAUX. 
American:     Holds  point  6596 — 5996.     Situation  indecisive   up   to   4311:    held 
by  33d  Div,  whose  line  follows  from  this  point  the  road  of  CON- 
SENVOYE. 


MESSAGES  9  OCTOBER  18  315 

18e  Division  8  Oct.   18. 

SITUATION  A  14  h.  30 

Americans— La    33e    D.I.    borde    le    chemin    CONSENVOYE-DAMVILLERS 

jusqu'a  la  lisiere  ouest  du  bois  de  CONSENVOYE. 

Aucum  renseignement  sur  la  29*  D.I.U.S.  (Le  116e  Regiment  a 
fait  230  prisonniers,  dont  13  officiers.) 

Francais  — La  gauche  est  arrivee  a  la  cote  247  (900  m.  Nord  de  la  ferme 
d'ORMONT)  et  occupe  la  partie  sud  du  bois  de  la  REINE.  Le 
regiment  de  gauche  a  pris  entre  autre  butin  15  mortiers  de  21. 

La   droite  est  beaucoup   plus  en   retard;    aucun   renseignement 
certain. 


9  October  18 


By  Phone 

7:45 — Major  Finley   (Adjutant  58th  Brig.)   to  Bowen.     A  Lt.  has  just  come 

in    from   our   front    lines    (115th    Inf.)    with    information    that    reports 

from  prisoners  indicate  that  a  counterattack  by  the  102d  German  Regt. 

is   being  made   on   the   North    part    of   BOIS-DE-CONSENVOYE,    near 

point   25.0—81.;";. 

The  Lt.   informed  us  that   the  attack   was  actually   going  on ;    he  himself, 

was  slightly  gassed.     This  enemy  counterattack  is  reported  progressing  South. 

The  113th  Infantry  is  right  under  our  hand.     He  recommended  that   they  be 

ordered  North  on  BRABANT  ROAD  to  meet  this  and  that  artillery  barrage 

bo  put  down   North   of  coordinates   given  just  beyond   our  normal  objective. 

By  Phone 

7:45 — Col.  Caldwell  to  Lt.  Col.  Bowen: — I   think  this  thing   is   rather  serious 

and  you  better  get  some  fresh  troops  up. 
7:50 — Col.  Aflhburu  informed  by  Bowen.     Stated  he  would  act   immediately. 

###### 

By  Phone 
CQ    V   A.C.   sends   following   information    regarding   the   attack    which    he   is 
to  make  9  Oct  18. 

H  hour— 8:30— Artillery  preparation   8  Oct.   18  at  12:30. 

By  Phone 

FromCP   115th   Inf.— 10/9/18— 7:20— To  0-3: 

still  holding  normal  objective.    Nothing  new  to  report. 

Opus.  O.,  115th    Inf. 

By    Phone 

10;55 — Report   from  Col.  on  Hie   right  of  tin-  33d    Div. 

Right  battalion  report  that  they  estimate  they  have  sent  back  about. 
400  prisoners  during  the  nighl  and  this  morning.  They  are  Htill  pro- 
ceeding. Think  they  are  on  the  finnl  objective,  but  DOthing  definite 
as  yet.  Early  this  morning  enemy  counteral tacked  against  regiment 
on  right,  116th  (sic).  This  attack  was  easily  reputed.  The  regiment 
on    my    right    started    to   the    North    early   this    morning,    and    kept    in 
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contact  with  my  right  battalion.  Two  companies  of  my  support  Bn. 
are  to  take  up  positions  on  the  right  to  close  up  the  gap  in  case  the 
116th  (sic)  does  not  keep  up.  Orders  issued  to  hold  the  line  after 
reaching  objective.  The  orders  are  to  make  the  line  of  resistance, 
the  line  of  the^  first  exploitation  objective. 

****** 

By  Phone 
8:55 — From  Capt.  Chapman  to  Lt.  Col.  Bowen: — The  18th  Division  has  been 
given  disposition  of  the  113th  Infantry.  They  will  not  issue  any  or- 
ders to  it  until  a  Liaison  Officer  arrives  from  that  regiment  at  the  CP 
(NEPTUNE).  Messages  regarding  counterattack  were  delivered  to 
18th  Division  and  the  artillery  concentration  ordered  on  counterattack 

area. 

****** 

Message  No.  1  HEADQUARTERS,  29TH  DIVISION, 

9  September  (sic)  18,  8:55 
To  The  Commanding  Officer,  113th  Infantry: 

1.  The  Commanding  General,  18th  Division,  desires  me  to  say  that  he 
wishes  to  have  a  liaison  officer  from  your  regiment  sent  to  his  CP  (CP 
NEPTUNE)   Eastern  abutment   of  old  bridge  in  BRAS. 

S.  A.  CLOMAN, 
Col.   Infantry, 
CHIEF  OF  STAFF. 

Copy  to  CO  57th  Inf.  Brig. 

****** 

By  Phone 
9:50 — Col.  Harris  116th  Inf.  to  Bowen: — The  advanced  elements  are  slightly 
in  rear  of  the  normal  objective.  The  organization  is  echeloned  in  depth. 
The  intermediate  objective  is  organized.  Orders  were  issued  for  the 
normal  objective  to  be  attained  this  morning  but  I  have  no  reports  on 
it  yet. 

There  is  no  counterattack  being  made.  I  just  received  a  report  from 
the  115th  Inf.,  who  had  reported  that  a  counterattack  was  in  progress, 
that  there  was  no  change  in  the  situation,  and  sent  an  officer  to  in- 
vestigate, who  has  instructed  the  third  Bn.  to  be  prepared.  There  has 
been   no   counterattack  developed   that  we   have   heard   of. 

****** 

By  Phone 

9:45 — 58th  Brig.  Message  Center  to  Col.  Bowen: 

6:39— From  Arty  Officer  at  115th  Inf.   to  Col.  Bowen. 

Still  holding  normal  objective.  Nothing  new  to  report. 
Message  center  from  115th  Infantry  front  line  reports  that  at  7:30  the 
German  counterattack  was  developing  along  the  whole  115th  front, 
115th  is  on  normal  objective  and  pushing  back  the  counterattack.  A 
German  officer  captured  by  the  115th  this  morning  states  that  new 
German  Regt.  strength  1000  men  went  into  action  against  front  of  58th 
Brig,  this  morning.  He  also  states  that  another  regiment  arrived  this 
morning  (the  102nd  Infantry).  He  also  stated  the  Brig,  to  which  he 
belongs  was  mobilized  a  considerable  distance  in  rear  of  line  and  that 
the  Regt.   was   sent   forward   last   night   by   rail. 
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By  Phone  • 

10:30 — Col.  Ashburn  to  Bowen:  Just  received  a  message  from  18  Divl  arty 
comdr  that  when  our  troops  reach  the  BOIS-DE-CONSENVOYE,  I 
am  to  turn  over  the  command  to  Gen.  Fleming.  I  am  now  trying  to 
get  in  touch  with  Gen.  Fleming.  We  have  not  on  hand  more  than  \y2 
hours  supply  of  ammunition.  I  have  moved  one  more  Bn.  (2d,  322d) 
forward.  The  normal  objective  is  entirely  out  of  reach  of  any  am- 
munition that  I  have,  except  the  155s.  I  moved  them  in  order  to 
utilize  ammunition  that   I  have. 

****** 

By  Phone 

12:05 — Maj.  Finley  to  Bowen: — CO,  116th  Inf.,  reports  that  they  were  mis- 
taken on  reaching  normal  objective  last  night.  They  were  counter- 
attacked this  morning  and  repulsed  the  counterattack  and  at  7:00 
o'clock  were  moving  forward  to  the  normal  objective. 

****** 

Confirmation  of  telephone  message  sent  19:20  o'clock: 

The  MPs  have  been  given  orders  to  prohibit  all  motor  traffic  North  on  the 
MARRE-CUMIERES.  This  interferes  with  the  transportation  of  this  div. 
(33d)  as  it  is  their  main  artery  of  communication.  Message  sent  20:15 
o'clock.  The  unit  of  the  29th  Div.  bivouaced  at  REGXEVILLE  has  been  re 
ported  by  an  officer  of  this  div.  (33d)  as  having  many  candles  lighted.  The 
bivouac  is  in  direct  view  and  range  of  the  Germans. 

*####* 

By  Courier 

From  Patterson  (33d  Div.)   OP,  LA  CLAIRE— 9  Oct.   18—9:45  AM— No.  1. 

To  G-3. 

No  reports  at  this  CP  affecting  the  29th  Div.  up  to  this  time. 

H.  8.  CLEVEBDON,   1st   Lt.,   Liaison  Officer  from 
29th   Div.  with  33d    (American)    Div. 

****** 

From  CP  116th  Inf.— To  Hq.  58th  Inf.  Brig: 

Attached  herewith  is  a  sketch  of  the  posit  ions  occupied  by  the  three  battalions 
of  this  regiment  from  last  report.  The  details  of  present  position  are  being 
obtained.     All   information  covering  same  will   he  forwarded   upon   receipt. 

9  Oct.  18—9:00  o'clock,      (see   P.   318). 

**##*# 

OFFICE  OF  THE  DIVISION  MUNITIONS  OFFICES, 

29th  Division  9  October  18. 

MEMORANDUM  from  Division   Munitions  Officer: 

1.  In  addition  to  Division  Munitions  Dump  at  MAHRK,  there  is  located  at 
VACHERAUVILLE  a  second  dump;  infantry  ammunition  and  pyrotechnics 
can  be  obtained  at  either  dump. 

2.  The  Dump  at  CHATTANCOURT  is  discontinued. 

HARRY  W.  OEHRL, 

2nd  Lieut.,  Inf., 

Division    Munitions    Officer. 
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By  Phone 
13:54— From  C.G.  58th  Brig.  No.  1— To  G-3:—  No  report  that  116th  Inf.  has 
yet  reached  normal  objective.  Report  from  115th  Inf.,  that  enemy 
has  penetrated  on  his  open  right  and  is  outflanking  him  in  gap  left  by 
116th  Inf.  Two  companies  of  reserve  battalion,  115th  Inf.,  sent  forward 
to  close  gap. 

(Reply:    Push  116  and  put  Col.  Harris  forward  so  that  he  can  command 
his  Regt.     Do  not  hesitate  to  relieve  any  Col.  who  fails  you). 

****** 

Reed,  from  plane  by  radio — 14:30: 
Q  L  O  C  (Enemy  troops  at) 

H    9  P  4  (29.9—78.4) 

****** 

By   Phone 
15:00 — From  Capt.  Grey   17th  Corps— to  G-3:— Patterson    (33d  Div.)    is   dig- 
ging in  along  the  line  of  the  first  objective  of  exploitation.     His  ad- 
vance   posts   are   on   the   line   of   the   second   objective   of   exploitation 
(except  perhaps  on  his  extreme  right).     He  has  captured  an  Austrian 
major.      At    2    o'clock    an   aviator    reports    enemy   troops    in    the    BOIS 
BOSSOIS,  800  meters  South  of   PEEME   MOLLEVILLE. 
Mr.  Claude],    (Comdg  Corps),  is  coming  to  see  Mr.  Morton;   he  is  start 
ing  now. 

GRAY. 

****** 

Message  from  Bagan  ;it  115th  Inf.  t<»  58th  Brig.,  repeated  to  G-2,  8/9/18  (sic): 

Captured    thifl    morning:    5    medium    caliber    105   or    \7t7>   enemy   cannon    and 
approximately  1500  prisoners,  11  machine  guns. 


By   courier   from    Lt.  ( 'leverdon.    (Liaison    Officer   to   33d    Div.    U.8). 
Confirmation   of  message  sent   by   telephone   9  Oct.    18- -10:15   A.M  : 

###### 
BepOli    received    from    regiment    on    right    of    this    Div.    (33d)    dated    !>    Oct. 

18 — 9:50  AM: — Early  thin  morning  enemy  counterattacked  against   Regt.  on 

right,  116th  (sic).  The  attack  was  easily  repulsed*  Tin-  Regt.  OH  right 
started    to    North    early    this    morning   and    have    kept    in    contact    with    my    right 

bn.    2  cos  of  my  support'  bn.  are  to  take  up  position  on  the  right  ami  close  up 

the  gap    in    case   the    110th    (sic)    does   not    keep    up.      Orders    issued    to    hold    line 

after  reaching  objective.    The  orders  are  to  make  the  line  of  resistance  the 

line  of  the  first  exploitation  objective.     To  hold  the  second  exploitation  ob 

jective  by  sentinels  and  patrols.  In  case  of  counterattack  the  sentinels  an  I 
patrols  are  to  fall  bad  on  the  main  line  of  resistance  which  line  will  be  held 
at   all    costs. 

Signed-— Pancake  One  (O.O.  right  regt.  ( !}  of  :\:u\  Div.). 

****** 

The  following  are  notes  made  at    the  time  by   Major  John    I'.    Bill,   Division 
Judge  Advocate,   Liaison   Officer  to   XVH   Corps: 
U  .  |5—  Received     from    0-8,    20th     DiV.    for    transmittal    to    (',':,,    XVII    Corps, 

0  Oct.  18.     (By  telephone). 
In  reference  to  conversation  this  morning  about  counterattack,  the  counter- 
attack was  made  by  1   Regt,  of  Germans    a  captured  officer  states  thai  the 
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strength  of  this  regt.  is  1000.  He  also  states  that  another  regt.  arrived  this 
morning,  the  102d  Inf.  (32d  Div.)  from  a  distant  point  by  rail,  detraining 
last  night.  The  counterattack  was  thrown  back  and  we  are  again  on  the 
normal  objective. 


(From  Maj.  Hill's  notebook) 

21:45,  9  Oct.  18— Order  No.  4  No.  578/S/3. 

The  line  attained  at  the  end  of  the  day  passes  along:  500  meters  from 
S1VEY,  edge  North  of  BOIS  DE  CHAUME,  BOIS  BOSSOIS,  BOIS  DE 
MOLLEVILLE,  FARM  D'ORMONT,  edge  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT,  edge 
Northwest  of  BOIS  DES  CAURES,  at  point  29.6—78.0,  point  30.6—27.6  (in 
the  BOIS  DES  CAURES),  edge  South  of  BOIS  DE  CHAMPNEUVILLE- 
OUVRAGE  (earthworks)  DU  DAUPHIN,  OUVRAGE  DU  BONNET  (WAV- 
RILLE  31.8—76.3),  cote  351,  corner  Northeast  of  BOIS  LESS  FOSSES. 
The  action  will  continue  tomorrow  10  Oct,  on  all  the  front. 

The  33d  D.I.,  U.S.,  will  assume  the  possession  of  the  BOIS  DE  CHAUME 
in  liaison  with  the  29th  Division  and  push  the  reconnaissance  on  the  crest  of 
ST.  PANTALEON  and  SUR  SIVRY. 

29th  Division  and  18th  D.I.  will  pursue  the  progression  toward  the  ob- 
jectives of  plan  of  engagement  notably  in  the  direction  of  BOIS  DE  LA 
GRANDE  MONTAGNE,  and  in  the  region  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE— BOIS 
D'ORMONT,  BOIS  DE  MOIREY,  whose  capture  will  mark  an  important  re- 
sult. 

By  reason  of  the  extensive  front  of  the  engagement,  1  regt.  of  the  57th 
Brig.  U.S.,  passes  over  to  the  right  bank  of  the  MEUSE  and  is  placed  at  the 
disposition  of  the  general  commanding  the  18th  D.I.  who  will  be  able  to  en- 
gage it  at  the  right  of  the  58th  Brig.  U.S.  (in  such  a  manner  that  the  ele- 
ments of  the  29th  D.I.,  U.S.  will  remain  grouped). 

26th  D.I.— Same  mission.  Object  of  plan  of  the  engagement  in  liaison 
with  the  right  of  the  18th  D.I.  to  assure  the  safety  of  the  right.     10th  D.I.C. — 

Same  mission  with  26th  D.I.  and  of  strict  contact  with  enemy  on  

front. 

Reserve  of  the  C.A. — 

The  Regt.  of  the  57th  D.I.,  U.S.,  (Brig)  stationed  at  the  COTE  DE  L'OIE 
and  the  110th  Bn.,  MG  will  remain  in  reserve  for  the  C.A.  and  will  retain 
their  present  positions.     CP  of  CG  57th  D.I.,  U.S.   (Brig.)   remains  at  CUMI- 

KRES. 

Corps  Artillery  continues  its  mission  of  interdiction,  of  counter-battery, 
and  working  with  the  divisional  artillery. 

****** 

(From  Maj.  Hill's  notebook) 
111th  MG  Bn.  gone  with  113th  R.I.  Verbal  9  Oct.  18. 
Good  work  today  29th  Div. 

****** 

(By  courircr  from  Lt.  Clcvcrdon,  Liaison   Officer  to  SSd  Div.). 

Message   reed,  from  Regt.  on  right  of  this    (33d)    Div.  dated  9  Oct.  18— 

11  :50  A.M.: 

We  are  having  considerable  trouble  on  our  right  flank;  just  received  this 
message  from  the  reserve  Bn.,  which  is  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  pro- 
tecting the  right  flank.  Message  as  follows:  Need  reinforcements  at  once. 
Casualties   very  heavy  and  Bn.   about   wiped   out.     Need  ammunition,  trench 
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mortars  and  one  pounders.  In  very  dangerous  position  at  23.7 — 81.4  making 
our  right  impossible  to  get  in  liaison  with  troops  on  the  right.  Practically 
surrounded  by  machine  guns.     CP   at  23.1—80.7.     Signed  Ridgeway. 

I  am  sending  the  bn.  of  the  129th  Inf.  in  a  NE  direction  from  CONSEN- 
VOYE  with  orders  to  take  up  a  position  in  trench  CABESAN,  South  of  BOIS 
DE  CHAUME,  and  protect  our  right  flank  from  further  assault  by  the  enemy. 
I  am  sending  an  officer  with  this  message  to  get  this  bn.  of  the  129th  Inf. 
into  that  position.  I  just  heard  from  the  CO  of  the  122  MG  Bn.  and  as  soon 
as  they  come  in  I  will  send  them  up  with  that  bn. 

Signed  Pancake  One.     (CO.  right  regt.   (?)  of  33d  Div.). 
****** 

(By  courier  from  Lt.  Cleverdon,  Liaison  Officer). 

Message  reed,  from  Regt.  on  right  of  this  (33d)  Div.  dated  9  Oct.  18— 
11:30  A.M. 

Col.  Davis  rinds  that  the  58th  Brig.,  after  getting  in  liaison  with  us  this 
morning  at  the  starting  off  point,  did  not  proceed  North.  He  has  just  been 
talking  with  the  liaison  officer  of  the  Brig,  and  he  said  their  orders  were  not 
to  go  beyond  the  normal  objective. 

Col.  Davis  has  arranged  to  send  an  officer  out  to  reconnoiter  with  a  view 
of  connecting  up  with  the  58th  Brig,  on  his  right. 

Signed  Pancake  One.      (CO.  right  regt.   (?)   of  33d  Div.). 
****** 

By  Phone 

15:50— Oapt.  Gray  at  XVII  Corps  to  Bowen:— You  are  directed  by  order  of 

CG,   XVII   C.A.,  to  establish   telephone  communication  between   the  CP 

of  57th  Brig,  and  OP  of  29th   Div.      You  are  directed  to  furnish  to  CP 

57th  Brig,  the  necessary  telephone  material  to  establish  communication 

between  the  CP  of  57th  Brig,  and  the  XVII  CA. 

This  to  be  executed   at  oner-  and   report   made  to   the   3rd   Bureau,   17th 

Corps. 

By  Phone 

From  Hq.    18th    Div— 4:25.    (16:861). 

Says  khaki  Been  east  of  BICHENE.    Genera]  of  L8th  Div.  congratulates, 
and  hopes  MOLLEVILLE  will  soon  be  taken. 

Hy  Phone 
17:23— Henderson  (MM— 61.16)  to  G-3:     Am  with  CO  L15th  inf.    Can  see 
our  troops  along  CP  DV  CABLE  (South  of  the  woods  l>r  CHAUME) 
Small  groups  along  ridge  between   woods   DTJ  OHAUME  and   woods 

PLAT   CHKNK.      Hostile   artillery    Shelling   woods    DV    OHAUME   and 
M<;    fire    heard     from    woods    PLAT    GHENE.       It     seems    certain    our 

troops  are  North  of  above  ridge.     MG  firing  on  2d   Bn.  sector  has 

Ceased)   will  get  their  lines. 

18th   Division    (French)  9   October    18. 

PARTICULAR  NOTE   NO.   809.",. 

1    Information  from  an  aviator,  signals  .-it   16  hours  thai  s  line  (men  with 

khaki   uniforms)    is  across   the   road    from   0ONSENVOYE   tO    BEVTLLE    ESast 
of  BICHENE  at  48.17. 
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2.  The  58th  Brig,  will  try  to  exploit  their  success  in  capturing  the  M)OL- 
LEVILLE  FARM,  the  idea  being,  however,  to  outflank  from  West  and  East, 
the  resistance  which  delays  the  advance  to  the  North  of  the  18th  French  Divi- 
sion. 

3.  Report  as  soon  as  MOLLEVILLE  will  be  occupied  by  the  58th  Brig. 
The  height  of  RICHENE,  which  is  an  observatory,  very  important  for  the 
enemy,  as  well  as  for  ourselves,  must  be  held  at  any  cost. 

GENERAL  ANDLAUER, 
Distribution:  Comdg.  18th  Division. 

58th  Inf.  Brig., 
115th  &  116th  Inf. 
(Reed.  29th  Div.  10/9/18—17:30  o'clock). 

****** 

By  Phone 

17:53 — Col.  Caldwell  (Comdg.  58th  Brig.)  to  Bowen: — Just  been  talking  with 
Reckonl  and  he  says  it  is  so  dark  they  can 't  do  a  thing ;  that  he  can 
have  things  all  right  to  go  ahead  in  the  morning  and  do  things  in 
good  shape.  Reckord  is  on  the  normal  line.  He  has  not  reported  any 
elements  in  front  of  it.  He  understands  his  new  orders  for  liaison  on 
the  left  from  NW  to  SE  and  about  sending  down  his  dispositions  in 
case  a  barrage  is  needed.  He  has  been  directed  to  send  in  a  runner 
every  hour.  The  brig,  has  not  advanced  beyond  the  normal  objective. 
We  have  some  news  from  the  116th  Inf.  They  have  scouts  on  the 
normal  line  with  two  cos  on  the  unimproved  road  just  behind  the 
normal  line.  They  were  up  there  yesterday  on  the  normal  objective  at 
16:00  o'clock  and  were  driven  back  by  friendly  artiller\r  fire.  They 
arc  up  there  now  as  I  said  with  the  flank  towards  the  French  in  the 
air.     The  French  are  not  there. 

****** 

From   CO   lid    Bn.,    116th    Inf.,    Dugout    Gotha,   Point    26.5—80.2;    9    Aug.    18 

(sic)    21:40. 
No.  4— By   runner— To   CO.,    116th    Infantry: 

Burnhain  (H  Co.  116th)  encountered  heavy  M.G.  opposition  in  direction  of 
MONTAGXK  WOODS  and  could  not  advance  further.  Enemy  heavy  artillery 
still  pounding  from  directions  WAVRILLE  WOODS.  Can't  they  be  silenced? 
Enemy  planes  directing  enemy  artillery  to  indicate  positions  "without  interrup- 
tion. 

WAJLLER,   Major. 

****** 

By  Courier 

From  2d  Lt.  C.  H.  Wilmerding,  324th  F.A.,  Liaison  Officer  with  58th  Inf. 
Brig.     Oct.  9,  19:59— No.  6— Thru  58th   Brig.  Hq. 
To  C.G.,  29th  Div.: 

324  F.A.  will  send  as  soon  as  is  possible  1  gun  squad  and  6  horses  to  sal- 
vage German   guns   reported  in   neighborhood  of  47.05    (x=24.7  y=80.5). 

WILMERDING. 

****** 

By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig.  CP  CUMIERES:— 9  Oct.  18— 22:20— No.  5. 
To   Mockingbird   CP— G-3. 
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Orders  have  just  been  received  from  17  C.A.  (French)  placing  113th,  now 
at  1  kilometer  NW  SAMOGNEUX,  under  direct  command  18  D.I.  French. 
Orders  have  been  sent  from  this  CP  to  Pope  (Col.  113th  Inf.)  carrying  out 
this  order. 

RANDALL  (Liaison  Officer,  29th  Div.  to  57th  Brig.) 

****** 

By  Runner 
From  CO.   116th  Inf.,  9/1/18— 1 : 30— To  CO.   58th  Brig.: 

Attention  is  called  to  the  enclosed  map  showing  the  positions  talked  of  in 
former  message. 

HARRIS. 

****** 

10  October  18. 
By  Phone 

From  58th   Brig,  to  Division — 4:00  o'clock: 

113th  Inf.  leaving  now.     French  Liaison  party  arrived  2  minutes  ago. 

58th  Brig. 

****** 

By  Phone 
7:50— 58th  Brig,  to   Bowen : — 115th   were  held  up  by   machine  guns,   having 
reed,  no  artillery  preparation,     Arty  preparation   waa  then   called   for 

by  giving  coordinates.  In  the  meantime  troops  on  our  left  had  advanced 
to  such  a  distance  that  it  was  necessary  to  stop  artillery.  We  started 
forward    about    seven    o'clock.      Officers    and    runners    are    forward    with 

the  organization  for  means  of  communication,  but   no  information  has 

been     received     from    them.       ll.'Jth     went     forward     on     time    with     their 

guides,  provided  by  us.    No  communication  with  116th  at  present,  either 

by   runners  or  phone. 

**»### 

By  Phone 
10:45— Capt.  Chapman  to  Col.  Bowen:— The   Lldth  Infantry  will  be  ready  to 

move   at    three   o'clock    tomorrow.      The   orders   are    being    drafted    and 

will    be   sent. 

From  Plane  by  radio— 9:05-    10  Oct.  is. 
To    F.f\: 
Q    h    1    A  (Very    heavy    enemy    barrage    fire. 

C  O  P  7  25-— 78.7, 

W   8    P   7  2*. 8—  78.7;. 

(Phoned   158th  Artillery  Brig,  9:80. 

Myers;. 

***#*# 

By  rii  our 

9:25— Major    Hill,   Liaison   Officer   to    18th   Corps,   to   Col    Bowenj 

At    H:'.','.',   it    was   reported:       I    see   friendly  shots    falling  on    BOI8    D'OB 

JfONT  at  80—04. 

At  8;48  another  plane  reported:     Enemy  troop*  edge  of  woods  Basl  of 

HAUMONT. 

At.    0:00;      8990    Prisoners   to   date,   of    which    110   are   officers.      Of   thesr 
1800    were    taken    by    the    American     Divisions. 
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By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  CP  Patterson,  LA  CLAIRE— 10  Oct.  18—7  AM— No.  1. 
To  G-3,  29th  Div.: 

The  units  of  the  33d  Div.  operating  on  the  East  side  of  the  MEUSE  have 
been  forced  to  retire  to  the  trenches  on  the  South  edge  of  the  BOIS  DE 
CHAUME  by  German  counterattack.  These  units  will  advance  at  6  AM  and 
liaison  with  the  left  units  of  the  29th  Div.  will  be  effected  as  soon  as  possible. 

H.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 
****** 

By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  Patterson  CP,  LA  CLAIRE— 10  Oct.  18— 8:30— No.  2. 
To  G-3,  29th  Div.: 

Report  from  observer  of  90th  Aero  Squadron  states  the  33d  Div.  was  ob- 
served on  North  side  of  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE  at  6:25  AM  this  morning. 

H.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 

****** 
By  Phone 

From  Chapman,  Liaison  Officer  18th  Div.  (French)  to  McLeod,  Asst.  G-3. 
10:20. 

The  French  have  sent  an  officer  to  SAMOGNEUX  to  straighten  out  traffic 
congestion.     It  is  suggested  that  you  do  the  same. 

Liaison  officer  of  Div.  on  left  requests  information  as  to  where  contact  is 
established  between  our  two  divisions. 

****** 

By  Phone 

Message  from  CO.   115th   Inf.— 8 : 50— Coordinate   81. 

M.G.  hostile  fire  from  hill  371.  Right  of  115th  Inf.  line  at  8:30  on  normal 
objective  at  road,  the  line  extended  East  and  West  from  that  point.  The  CO 
is  in  touch  with  all  3  bns.  by  phone  and  everything  is  progressing  regularly 
and  rapid  as  is  consistent  owing  to  MG  fire  which  is  systematically  being 
reduced.  58th  Brig. 

(This  phone  message  from  115th  Inf.  to  58th  Brig,  sent  by  courier  to  G-3). 

****** 
By  Phone 

From  Mr.  Gray  at  57th  Brig,  to  G-2— 23:30:  113th  Inf.  and  115th  Inf. 
state  that  they  cannot  lift  enemy  equipment  captured.  They  have  enemy  ma- 
chine guns  set  up  and  working  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  ammunition  for 
same. 

****** 

By  Phone  ' 

From  115th  Inf.,  CP  MALBROUCK  25.4—78.9—10/10/18—10:15  AM  to 

G-3 :  *       . 

Line   at   9:30:      24   at   81.3,   runs   to   25   at   81.5;    advancing   towards   hill 

382.    Heavy  MG  fire  on  left.     Sketch  follows: 

Signed  HENDERSON, 

Phoned  10:45.  R  O  I  O 
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By  Phone 
From  Hill  (Liaison  Officer  at  17th  Corps)   to  MacLeod   (Asst.  G-3) : 
Just  received  10:40  by  avaitor,   90  Aero.     Flight,    (10:30):    Enemy  arty 
fire  NE  of  BOIS  DE  CHAUME— nothing  else  to  report. 


****** 


By  Runner  to  Brig. 
From  Henderson,  CP  115th  Inf.  at  MALBROUCK— 10  Oct— 8:15— No    12 
To  G-2,  29th  Div.: 

Sketch  showing  position  of  115th  at  about  7:30—7:50  o'clock.  Also  where 
small  group  of  33d  Div.  was  seen. 

3d  Bn.  met  with  heavy  M.G.  fire  from  edge  of  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE  (371) 
but  is  pushing  forward  steadily. 

HENDERSON. 
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Note:     Attach  explanations — Sketch  ground  features— Number  coordinates. 
Scale   1/20,000.     Date  10  Oct.     Purpose.      Lines  of    115th. 
Time  8:00.    Organization  115th  Sig.  HENDERSON. 

****** 

Hy  Phone 

11:25 — Col.  Beckord  reports  his  right  advancing  steadily,  his  left  also  ad- 
vancing. 

%***** 

By  Phone 

12:10— CO  58th  Brig,  to  Bowen:  — Showing  left  of  line  at  24.0—81.5,  direc- 
tion of  line  across  hill  382  on   top   of  ridge. 

****** 

By  Phone 

12:39 — From  Mr.  Chapman  to  m>.  (Roman : — Message  feed,  from  aviation 
12:20:  Infantry  panels  at  following  points:  28:84—48.16—88.98 
(probably  not  first  line  troops)  r,i.23   (probably  German). 


****** 
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By  Phone 
13:00— From  57th  Brig,  to  29th  Division:— No  change  from  CP  57  Inf.  Brig., 
114  and  113  Inf.,  110  MG  Bn. 

Reed.  13:45.  LOHR. 

****** 

Line  at  12. 

24.0—81.5  SE  to  Pt.  24.5—81.4—1  Platoon  of  K  Co.  has  edge  of  wood  at 
24.0—81.5.  Were  driven  back  to  this  line  by  MG  fire  from  RICHENE  Ridge. 
Impossible  to  advance  without  enormous  losses  without  heavy  arty  fire  on  ridge. 

FINLEY. 
(This  appears  to  be  the  final  portion  of  a  message  from  58th  Brig.  Hq.  the 
first  part  of  which  is  missing). 

****** 

By  Plwne 
1:35 — Hill  to  Bowen: — 4th  French  Army  has  reached  all  of  its  objectives 
including  SENUE.  Capt.  Bonnet,  Arty  Liaison  Officer,  reports  13:40 
Patterson  now  occupies  BOIS  DE  CHAUME  and  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE 
Northern  edge.  18th  D.I.  at  13:20  making  progress  in  BOIS  D'OR- 
MOXT  but  are  meeting  with  strong  resistance. 

****** 

By  Phone 
1:50— Capt.  Chapman  to  Bowen:— Right  Regt.  33d  Div.,  131st,  Col.  San- 
born, CP  at  23.5—78.5  in  BALIS  Trench,  about  2  K  from  115th  CP. 
Right  of  33d  on  Meridian  24.  CO  18th  Div.,  orders  Liaison  Officers 
exchanged  between  regts.  There  is  a  trail  from  BOIS  DE  CONSEN- 
VOYK    and   BOIS   DE   PLAT   CHEXE   which   can   be   used   to   obtain 

liaison. 

****** 

By  Phone 
14:00— 58th  Brig.  CP  MALBROUCK,  by  Runner,  13:10  o'clock  to  G-3 :     Fol- 
lowing received  here  from  German  prisoner   (officer)   that  four  German 
divisions  are  coining  up  on  this   front.     They  are  the  6th,  25th,  30th 
and    250th    Divs.      Henderson    Intelligence    Officer,    115th    Inf. 

****** 

By  Phone 
g:30 — Chapman    to    Col.    Cloman: — Information    reed,    at    2:10    from    French 
Infantry  on   t he  right   indicates  the  attack  of  the   113th  is  progressing 

normally. 

****** 

By  Phone 
14:55 — Major    Hill   to    Bowen: — Patterson   confirms   that   they   hold   Northern 
edge  of  BOIS  DE  CHAUME,  the  Southern  edge  of  RAVIN  DE  PLAT 
CHENE.     We  are  in  liaison  with  5Sth  Brig,  near  hill  371. 

****** 

By  Phone 

3:14 — Chapman  to  Cloman: — Aviator  has  just  seen  a  column  in  march  at 
22.5 — 82.9.  At  14  to  14  :30  0  'clock  saw  retirement  of  200  meters  in  Ameri- 
can lines  along  North  o^  of  BOIS  DU  PLAT  CHENE,  points  23.5— 
82.9.  The  CG  18th  Div.  requests  115th  Inf.  push  forward  their  re- 
serve bn.  to  attack  in  the  hole  between  right  of  131st  Inf.,  left  115th  Inf. 
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By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  CP  Patterson,  LA  CLAIRE— 10  Oct.— 13 :  15— No.  3. 

To  G-3,  29th  Div.: 

Message  dropped  from  aeroplane  and  reed.  10:50  AM. 

Called  for  the  lines  of  the  33d  at  6.25  on  the  line  just  on  Northern  edge 
of  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE  but  received  no  panels  or  signal.  American  troops 
seen  along  Northern  edge  of  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE  and  in  open  ground  North 
of  this  line.  Owing  to  very  bad  visibility  I  was  unable  to  see  Boche  move- 
ments but  received  machine  gun  fire  from  points  just   North  of   SIVRY-RE- 

VILLE  ROAD.  H.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 

****** 

By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  CP  Patterson,  LA  CLAIRE— 10  Oct.  18—13:15— 
No.  4. 

To  G-3,  29th  Div.: 

Pigeon  message  received  11:30  AM  from  131  Inf.,  1st  Bn. 

Our  troops  falling  back  from  objective  23.0 — 82.5  and  24.0 — 82.5.  Mes- 
sage  received   12:1.1. 

....  Information  received  from  German  officer  that  there  are  4  German 
divs.,    the    6th,    25th,    30th    and    230th    on    the    way    here,    moving    into    this 

area  ....  H.  S.  CLEVl^RDON,  1st  Lt. 

****** 

By   Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  CP  Patterson,  LA  CLAIRE— 10  Oct.  18—13:20— 
No.  r>. 

To   29th    Div.: 

Message    dropped    by    aeroplane    at     12:50. 

J  saw  our  troops  in  response  to  my  call  at  12:25  in  the  edge  of  the  woods 
at  22.5 — 83.4.     They  were  all  along  the  South  edge  of  woods  and   I  also  saw 

;.   few  in   the  woods   100  meters  or  so.  H.   S.  OLEVEBDON,    1st    Lt. 

****** 

/;//  Courier 

From   Liaison  rOfhVer,    CP    Patterson,    LA    CLAIRE— 10    Oct.    18—18:15— 

No.  6. 

To   G-3,   29th    Div.: 

Message  dropped  by  aeroplane  and  received  iO:uo  am. 
Called  for  lines  and  saw  panels  in   X.  pari  of   BOIS  DB  OHAUME  and 
BOIS  PLAT  CHENE.     Enemy  artillery  8ring  on  BOIS  DB  OHAUME.     No 

movements  sen..  n.  S.  OLEVEBDON,  1st   Lt. 

****** 

By    Co  urn  r 
From   Liaison   Officer,  OP   ."-<l    Div.,    LA    ('LA  IKK      10   Oct— 18  ;80— No.   7. 
To  G-3,   20th   Div. 

Message  received  L8  \  10, 
Enemy  observed  moving  about  trenches  near  BOIS  DE  E30UEEY.     Enemy 
now  shelling  road  along  South  edge  of  BOIS  TUBE. 

II.  S.  OLEVEBDON,  1st  Lt. 

****** 

By  /'hour 

Situation  in  the   18th   Division:     .lust  reported  at    io:i5  and  transmitted 

by    telephone    to     1st     Arrnv:       The    Senegaline    have    entered    tin-     LOIS    D'OB 
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MONT  and  they  are  now  reducing  the  nests  of  resistance  about  50  meters 
South  of  edge  of  woods.  A  bn.  of  the  66th  surrounded  the  farm  of  ORMONT. 
This  bn.  is  reducing  armoured  machine  gun  nests.  60  prisoners.  Further  to 
the  left  the  Americans  are  progressing  normally  in  the  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE. 
Left  bn.,  77th,  is  penetrating  the  thicket  Southwest  BOIS  MOIREY,  82.96, 
Right  hand  bn.,  77th,  has  been  completely  stopped  at  the  exit  from  the  BOIS 
D'HAUMONT  by  machine  gun  fire. 


By  Phone 
14:30— 26th  Div.  (French)  (on  right  of  18th  Div.)  telephoned  that  2  bns.  ->f 
the  left  regt.  have  progressed.  Left  bn.  has  reduced  some  machine 
guns  and  made  approximately  80  prisoners.  The  exact  situation  of 
this  bn.  unknown.  The  right  bn.  is  also  progressing.  It  has  retaken 
some  dead  and  a  machine  gun  which  it  was  forced  to  abandon  on  the 
8th  in  the  North  part  of  the  BOIS  DES  CAURES. 

****** 

By  Courier 
To  G-2,  thru  57th  Brig.,  Rush. 
Roc  VI.   14:10   o'clock. 

Our  left  flank  was  driven  back  by  intense  MG  fire  and  we  have  had  Arty 
barrages  on  spots  indicated  by  ...  .  We  are  not  in  touch  with  the  116th  ou 
right  flank  and  believe  they  are  some  distance  to  rear  of  us.  The  116th  has 
been  ordered  to  close  gap. 


Fig.  6 


Note:      Attach    explanations — Sketch    ground    features — No    coordinates. 

Scale  1/20,000.     Date  10  Oct.     Purpose  115th  lines. 

Time   13:15.     Organization   115th  Inf.     Signature   G.  Henderson. 


Pigeon    Mossji^c — Hour   released   14:25 — Hour   received   at  loft   15:10. 

From   115th   Inf.— Tnt.   O   to  G-2,  29th   Div.: 

(225.4 — 78.8)  line  advanced  to  point  shown.  Encountered  intense  MG 
fire  and  was  driven  back  to  edge  of  BOIS  CONSENVOYE.  Arty  barrage 
was  laid  down  as  shown  and  line  is  again  advancing.  Result  of  arty  barrage 
was  good.     Hostile  aeroplanes  active  over  our  sector,  advise  friendly  aircraft. 

HENDERSON. 
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Ky  phone   16:36    (from   loft). 

Map   will   follow  from   Pigeon  Loft  at   VERDUN   via  motorcycle  courier. 

****** 

By  Phone   15:51 
From   58th   Brig.— Brought    in   by    Mr.   Alexander   at    11:25    o 'clock.— On 
normal  objective  with  left  on  woods  right  26,  could  not  find  115th  Inf.     CO., 
116th  Inf.  has  sent  one  officer  to  verify  position. 

FINLEY. 

****** 

By  Phone  15:50 
From  58th  Brig. — We    have    telephone    communications    with    116th    Inf. 
and  115th  Inf.  STEWART. 

****** 

By  Phone 
5:37 — Chapman  to  Bowen: — I  have  just  been  talking  by  telephone  to  an  of- 
ficer of  the  regt.  in  question  at  its  CP.     He  tells  me  that  they  are  in 
touch  neither  on   the   left   nor   the  right.      Is   it  possible   to   assure   ac- 
curate reports? 

****** 

Casualties  to  noon   10  Oct.    (reaching  GLORIEUX)    wounded   216,  Gassed 
34.     Estimate  casualties  on  10  Oct.:  244  wounded,  6  gassed  (to  16  o'clock). 

W.8.B. 

****** 

By  Phone 

16:35 — Chapman  to  Bowen: — The  command  of  the  American  div.  (less  the 
57th  Inf.  Brig.;  will  be  turned  over  to  the  CG  of  that  Div.  at  6  o'clock 
tomorrow.  The  present  sector  of  the  58th  Brig,  will  be  maintained. 
The  114th  will  receive  orders  from  the  17th  Cyrps  to  move  tonight  to 
the  right  bank  of  the  MEU8E;  CP  at  former  OP  of  58th  Brig.  The 
57th  Brig,  will  receive  orders  to  establish  its  CP  at  8AMOGNEUX. 

The  114th  is  to  relieve  the   French   Regiment   on   the   right  of  the    I  lath 
Inf.— 66th    Infantry. 

In  accordance  with  the  orders  of  the  corps  which  it  i.s  understood  will 

be  transmitted   to  the  29th    Div.  the   18th   Div.   will   attack   at   6   o'clock 

tomorrow  morning. 

The  General  Andlauer  HUggests  (only;   that   the  29th   Div.  do  the  lame. 

One   Co.   from   3d    Bn«   and    MG   Co.   have   been   ordered    up    to   clo.se   up   gap 

between  115th  and  88d  Div.    vw  are  on  objective  between  224  and  225.     (see 
Fig.  7). 

Note:     Attach  explanations — Sketch   ground    features     Nfo  coordinates. 

Scale— 1/20,000.     Date  Oct.    10.      Purpose-    Lines  of    lloth. 

Time— 16:20.      Organization  —  11  fifth.      Signature — G.    BBNDERSON. 

By  Courier 

From  Henderson  at  OF  115th  Inf.    10  Oet— 14:45     \'o.  18. 

To  G-2,  29th  Division  J 

40  prisoners  Bent  on  from  these  Eq.  They  report  1st  Hungarian  Division 
IS  being  relieved  and  that  103  Regt.  of  32d  Saxon  Div.  and  85th  Etogt.  of  228th 
Div.,  have  come  into  line.  Other  regts.  of  228th  Div.  did  not  come  into  this 
sector.      Papers,   maps,   etc.,    forwarded    herewith.      Reported    that    another    15 
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Fig.  7 


'  124 


Fig.  8 
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cm  gun  has  been  taken  by  our  troops.  Sketch  showing  present  front  line  here- 
with. Enemy  aircraft  active  over  our  sector.  (The  sketch,  Fig.  8,  contained 
the  message  following). 

HENDERSON. 

**♦*#* 

By  Courier 

Arty  has  enabled  our  left  flank  to  again  advance.  Our  right  flank  is  cal- 
ling for  arty  fire  on  road  beyond  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  where  enemy  is 
thought  to  be  concentrated.  Centre  is  working  steadily  up  RICHENE  HILL. 
Our  right  is  waiting  for  116th  to  come  up  to  protect  it. 

Note:      Attach   explanations — Setkeh   ground    features — No.   coordinates. 

Scale— 1/20,000.     Date  Oct.  10.     Purpose — 115th  Lines. 

Time— 2:50    (14:50.     Organization— 115th  Inf.     Sig.— G.  HENDERSON. 

By  Phone 
10:55 — 58th  Brig,  to  Bowen :     Message  reed,  from   116th  Inf.  at  8:50:      The 
following   message   has   been    reed,   from  the   CO   1st   Bn.   as   follows: 
7:45  AM,  advancing  as  per  orders.     Will  halt  on  line   with  advanced 
elements  of  115th.     Signed  CUFF. 

The  CG,   58th  Brig.,   says  this  message   is  old.     That   they  are   goin.j 
forward    now. 

By  Phone 
10:55 — 58th  Brig,  to  Bowen: — Just  received  from  58th  Brig. :  Report  just 
reed,  from  Fearn,  intelligence  Officer,  58th  Brig.,  that  113th  Inf. 
lias  no  orders  to  move  forward  and  is  in  his  position  of  last  night. 
Following  is  reported  by  58th  Brig.:  Kelly  (116th  Inf.)  reports 
that  he  was  on  82  at  9:15;  that  he  has  liaison  both  ways  at  10:35; 
line  being  slowed  up  by  hostile  artillery.  Heavy  arty  fire  being  asked 
for  to  clear  them  out.  Telephonic  liaison  with  artillery  extremely  un- 
satisfactory. 

Hy  Phone 

From  58th   Brig,  to  0-3—12:18  o'clock    (tie)— Seed,  by  G-3    12:10  o'clock. 

Heavy  Field  Arty  fire  requested  at  25.7—82.7.  Field  guns  seem  too  light 
for  action  in  this  vicinity.  This  arty  is  delaying  action  to  North  of  MOL- 
LEVILLE FARM,  those  of  115th  and  llfith  Inf.  All  possible  action  to  get 
heavy  arty  on  above  spot  is  being  taken  locally  but  higher  authority  might 
be  more  effective.  The  lines  are  reported  to  have  combat  liaison  throughout. 
Water  question  very  acute.  113th  Inf.  has  had  no  orders  to  move  and  are 
situated   in   their  original  position. 

Signed  by  BTEWABT. 

(Liaison  Officer,  T)iv.  to  58th  Hrig.) 

By  Phone 

14:20 — From  Mr.  Chapman  to  Mr.  Cloman — Aviator  who  gave  report  at 
12:20  has  just  telephoned  that  his  impression,  which  he  could  not  in- 
corporate in  message,  was  that  the  Germans  were  retreating  from 
B0I8  DE  GRANDE  MONTAONF. 
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11  October  18 

By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  CP  Patterson,    (33d  Div.)   LA  CLAIRE— 11   Oct— 
8:30  AM— No.   1. 
To  G-3,  29th  Div.: 

Much  activity  observed  along  river  in  direction  of  DOULCON  and  CLERY 
LBS  PETIT.     Strong  working  party  seen  at  22.8—84.5. 

H.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 
****** 

From  Oper.  O.,  158th  F.A.  Brig:— Friendly  Arty  fire  on  BOIS  DE  REINE 
and  BOIS  DES  CHENES.     Reed.   12:45. 

*     *     * ,  *     *     * 
By  Phone 

14:15 — 58th  Brig,  to  Bowen : — 58th  Brig,  reports  considerable  enemy  artil- 
lery and  machine  gun  fire  on  its  front. 

116th  Inf.  reports  that  the  counter-artillery  and  machine  gun  bar- 
rage is  working  fine  and  the  line  is  one-half  across  the  open  ground. 
Expect   resistance  to  break   very  soon. 

****** 

By  PJwne 

16:15 — Major  Finley,  58th  Brig,  to  Bowen: — 116th  reports  that  after  get- 
tng  his  line  across  the  open  ground  at  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  he  met 
strong  resistance  and  his  left  has  been  obliged  to  fall  back  to  the  edge 
of  the  woods  South  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  His  right  is  on  a 
line  with  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  115th  Inf.  is  on  line  82  and  h's 
right  is  exposed.  He  has  had  to  put  in  some  of  his  support  troops 
to  fill  the  gap  between  his  right  and  116th  's  left  which  is  some  dis- 
tance below  him.  116th  does  not  know  whether  he  can  go  forward  and 
115th  cannot  go  forward  until  116th  goes  forward,  to  close  up  on 
115th  'b  right. 

****** 

By  Plione 

17:55 — 58th  Brig,  to  Bowen: — There  is  no  change  in  our  lines  since  last  re- 
port. There  has  been  heavy  fighting  all  afternoon  along  the  line, 
mostly  on  the  right.  The  lines  are  organized  for  tonight.  115th  Inf. 
is  organised  in  depth  in  three  echelons.  116th  Inf.  is  organized  to  a 
depth  of  two.  The  whole  line  in  front  of  them  is  filled  with  MG 
nests,  particularly  between  25  and  26.  The  kitchens  are  up  and  the 
men   are   being   fed — sketches   of  positions   being   sent    in. 

****** 

By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  CP  57th  Brig.,  NW  SAMOGNEUX— 11  Oct.  18— 
17:30— No.  6.    . 

To   Division  Headquarters,   G-3: 

57th  Brig,  demands  arty  liaison  officer  with  113th  Inf.  113th  Inf.  with- 
stood two  counterattacks  during  this  day  and  has  counted  50  dead  Germans  in 
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one  place.  This  organization  has  field  kitchens  up  and  hot  meals  to  men  in 
very  front.  CP  113th  Inf.  150  meters  NW  HAUMONT.  CP  114th  Inf.  100 
meters  E  113th  Inf.  114th  Inf.  has  begun  movement  to  carry  out  its  part  in 
17  C.A.  plans. 

57th  Brig.  CP  at  coordinates  26.1 — 76.6.  Message  center  opened  here  at 
17:00,  11  Oct.  18.  Morale  of  114th  Inf.  is  excellent.  Movement  toward  front 
begun  in  good  order.  German  arty  shells  SAMOGNEUX-RAVINE  D'HAU- 
MONT — farm  road  at  26.9 — 79.1,  causing  casualties.  Direction  of  these  shells 
unknown.     This  throughout  the  day  at  intervals. 

RANDALL. 


By  Phone 

8:30 — From  Lohr  at  57th  Brig,  to  Div  Hq: — Must  have  water  cart  for  Hq  Det., 
57th  Brig.  We  have  no  available  source  of  supply  at  our  present  loca- 
tion and  if  you  have  no  transportation  for  it  we  will  haul  it  with  our 
Restor  truck.     Request  immediate  reply. 

****** 
By  Runner 

From  Opns  O.,  115th  Inf.— 11  Oct.— 19:05— thru  58th  Brig.— To  G-3,  29th 
Div. 

Sketch  herewith  shows  disposition  at  17:30.  Situation  at  one  time  was 
Serious  and  break  nearly  came  to  East  of  25.0.  Believe  everything  itf  OK  now 
and  our  refused  right  flank  is  strongly  reinforced.  Ammunition  supply  taken 
care  of,  and  food  and  water  was  gotten  to  our  troops  during  day.  Our  moral" 
not   affected   but   men   are   worn   out. 

Some  gas  shells  being  dropped  along  right  of  our  sector  in  woods.  Not  a 
great  concentration. 


By  Cmirirr 

Opns    O.,    115th    Inf. 

132d    (33d    DlV.)    notifies   us   their   casualties   have   been    rather  heavy. 

From  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig.  OP.    1   km  X.  NE  HAMOGNEUX,   L2  Oct. 
18—9:45— No.   7. 
To  Division  Hq.  G-3: 

Liaison  runner  reports  114th  Inf.  went  over  this  morning  ;IM   per  ichedule 

and  1st  Bn.  made  good  progress.     No  definite!  news  as  yet.     1  1  Ith  Inf.  Buffered 

losses  from  shell  fire  and   gas  during  night   il-12  Oct.   in   vicinity  of  26.4-    77. S 

and  26.6 — 77.7.     No  figures  on  this  available.     Gas  in  vicinity  of  HAUMONT 

20:00—23:00  o'clock   11   Oct.   18. 

RANDALL. 


(From   0-2  to  G-3?): 

Two  companies  106th  Storm  Battalion  at  NE  of  HI  VRY -SUB  M  EDUSE, 
South  end  of  SIVRY  is  held  by  a  machine  gun  company  of  the  25  NONSTRU 
Infantry.  Koad  leading  due  South  of  SI  VRY  held  by  1  bn.  of  69th  Inf.  On 
road  due  East  of  SIVRY,  from  SIVBT  to  BOIS  NACIIET,  one  bn.  82d 
LANDSTURM  Inf.    In  the  BOIS  NACHET,  one  Co.  of  the  106th  Storm   Hat- 
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talion.  Just  North  of  the  BOIS  NACHET,  72d  Inf.  Regt.  in  reserve.  West 
of  the  72d,  is  the  1st  Bn.  of  the  25th  LANDSTURM,  in  reserve.  Other  two  bns. 
somewhere  in  the  line  PANTALEON  to  MEGENTA  FARM.  The  35th  Inf. 
Regt.,  plus  one  Co.  5th  Storm  Bn.,  just  SW  of  ECUREY— 2  bns.  of  the  69th 

Inf.  Regt. 

****** 

By  Phone 

11:43— From  Randall  (Liaison  Officer  to  57th  Brig.)  to  G-3:— Enemy  air- 
planes flying  for  last  15  minutes  in  region  1  km  North  of  57th  Inf. 
Directing  enemy  arty  fire  on  roads  and  valley  in  this  region.  No 
friendly  planes   in  sight   and  no  anti-air-work  on  our  part. 

****** 

By  Phone 

10:17 — From  58th  Brig,  to  G-2 : — At  9:50  enemy  planes  flew  over  hill  338 
and  fired  on  our  advancing  troops  and  directed  arty.  Same  act  re- 
peated at  9:55  and  again  at  10:00.  There  are  six  planes  and  they  are 
after  the  advancing  reserves  behind  HILL  MALBROUCK.  Intelli- 
gence reports  from  113th  Inf.  are  being  sent  to  58th  Brig,  which  is 
not  correct.     Please  report  that  they  should  go  to  French  Hq. 

Copy  to  G-3. 

##**** 

By  Motorcycle. 

Prom  G-3,   29th    Div.,   PC— 10/12/18— 12:50— No.    1. 
To  G-3,   18th   Div.,   French. 
Please   give   your    line    as    held    at    time   of   your   latest    information,   with 

notation   of  hour. 

****** 

By  Phone 

10:40 — Cloman  at  115th  Inf.  to  Bowen: — The  engrs.  are  working  on  the 
MALBROUCK  ROAD,  where  the  General  said  he  did  not  want  them. 
The  engr.  cos.,  some  of  them  are  two  miles  away  from  their  camp 
where  they  have  to  march  back  and  forth.  I  have  given  orders  that 
the  camp  l)e  moved  near  to  where  they  work.  Col.  Dent  protests 
against  this  and  has  started  for  the  CP.  I  request  that  the  General 
take  no  action  until  I  return. 

****** 

(Report   of  58th   Brig.   Intelligence  Officer,  night   of  Oct.   11-12.) 
Weather — Cloudy  and  Foggy. 
Inf.  Activity—  116th   Inf.   advanced   on   MOLLEVILLE  Fme   during  morning, 
but  were  forced  to  retire  on  account  of  MG  fire  from  SW  part 
of  BOIS  D'ETRAYES. 
MG  —Our  MGs  harassed  edge  of  woods  N  of   MOLLEVILLE  Fme. 

Fire  returned  by  enemy.  Enemy  MG  fire  generally  high  and 
ineffective,  although  causing  many  casualties  in  line  as  well  as 
rear  units. 
Artillery  — Our  arty  acting  in  front  MOLLEVILLE.  Very  effective. 
Regtl  arty  liaison  very  good.  Brig,  arty  poor.  Enemy  using 
HE  mostly — shelling  roads  in  rear  and  along  front  line.  Few 
mustard   shells  on  right  of  115th  Inf. 
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Aeroplanes  — Enemy  over  our  MGs  directed  enemy  arty  and  MiGs  unmolested, 

and  definitely  reported  as  carrying  French  markings.     Only  one 

of  our  planes  reported;   it  flew  to  rear  of  our  lines  and  asked 

for  panels   (about  17:30).     Battalions  on  line  relieved.     Enemy 

attacked  from  25:00  to  27:00  with  arty  about  mid-day;  easily 

repulsed   with  large  enemy  losses.     Enemy  evidently  using  all 

possible  means  to  check   advance.     Our  operations   checked   by 

enemy  flanking  MG  fire.     A  systematic  cooperation  of  arty  and 

observation  evidently  not  existing;    (our)   casualties  not  heavy. 

Figures  not  available.     Practically  no  change  in  our  lines  for 

24  hours.      (See  sketch   p.   336.) 

1st  Lt.  RICHARD  FEARN, 

Brig.  Int   O. 

The  following  are  notes  made  at  the  time  by  Major  John  P.  Hill,  Division 
Judge  Advocate,  Liaison  Officer  to  XVII  Corps: 

12   Oct.    18. — At    15:20   o'clock   following   message   received    from   Bowen: 

By  Phone 

Boche  arty  getting  much  more  accurate  and  more  active.  He  has  brought 
up  trench  mortars  today.  All  fire  is  from  North  of  29th  Div.  Sector.  More 
than  1  company  are  reported  to  have  lost  more  than  50%  of  its  strength  this 
morning. 

Advise  Corps,  and  get  counter  lottery  working.  2  Boche  planes  were  over 
the  sector  constantly  yesterday  and  today,  flying  back  and  forth.  Fire  of 
registration  is  going  on  under  direction  of  planes.  Tho  chasse  planes  that 
went  over  this  morning  are  not  enough,  but  request  a  regular  patrol.  The 
Boche  planes  left  this  morning,  but  came  back  5  minutes  after  our  pla&efl  left. 

No  anti-air  guns  <in  sector,  or  if  there  are  any  there,  they  are  not  active. 
Wanted  3-75  mm  anti  aircraft  btrvs.  Our  MG  fire  on  enemy  avions  has  no 
effect.     They   are  harassing   roads   and    troops. 

This  at  once  translated  by  (/ray  and  handed  to  d'Avila.   (G-3,  XVI I   Corps). 

Meanwhile   I   verbally   made   the   report    to   d'Avila. 


12  October  18 


(From  M;i.j.  Hill's  Notebook). 

15:20— G-3,   29th    Div.,   gave   the   following    information    12   Oct.    18: 

The  113th  has  met  with  serious  resistance.  Ft  attacked  (from  the  North) 
the  BOIS  D'ORMOXT  this  afternoon,  which  objective  the  11  Hh  this  morning 
attacked  from  the  .South.     At  the  snme  time  the  60th   attacked   from   the   West. 

###### 
fly   ftutwer 

From  C,G.  58th  Brig,  at  OP,  12  Oct.  18— 11:40— To  G  8: 
J  i:n,h  Tnf.  reported  his  left  at  26.5 — it  should  run  to  80,     L16th  inf.  ob- 
liged  to   extend    beyond    his   normal    sector   to   cover    the   gap    thus    left.      Eave 
notified    113th    Inf.    and    116th    Inf.    has   taken    the   mntter    up    with    him.      The 
mistake  should   be   rectified   as  soon   ,-js  possible. 

CO.,  r>8th  Brig. 
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By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig.,  at  CP  1  km  NNE  SAMOGNEUX,  12 
Oct.  18— 11:45— No.  9. 

To   G-3: 

Telephone  message  from  114th  Inf.:—" Held  up  in  South  part  of  BOIS 
D'ORMONT.'  18th  D.I.  (French)  orders  113th  Inf.  to  attack  BOIS  D'OR- 
MONT  from  direction  BOIS  DES  CHENE— BOIS  DE  LA  REINE  with  two 
(2)  cos. 

This  CP  has  issued  proper  orders  and  notified  Col.  Brown,  114th. 

RANDALL. 

****** 

By  Courier 
From  CP  Patterson,  (33d  Div.)  Liaison  Officer,  LA  CLAIRE,  12  Oct.  18— 
13:00— No.  1— To  G-3,  29th  Div.: 

Message  dropped  by  airplane  8:25  AM  at  33d  Div.  CP: 
Our  troops  occupying  a  line  of  trenches  running  approximately  through 
these  points  22.0—83.0;  23.0—83.3;  23.6—83.2.  Saw  a  few  outposts  in  shell 
holes  in  advance  of  this.  Flew  over  SIVRY  at  100  meters,  but  could  see  no 
one  in  town.  Also  flew  over  HARAIJMONT  but  could  not  see  any  Boche. 
Could  not  see  any  German  batteries  firing.  Everything  appears  quiet.  All 
other  reports  state  conditions  quiet.  II.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 

18th  Div.  Cp   12   Oct.   18. 

Staff— 3d  Bureau  PARTICULAR  ORDER  NO.  874/3. 

The  left  Bn.  of  the  114th  US,  penetrated    from  the  South   into  the  BOIS 
D'ORMONT,   where  it  encountered  a  .stubborn   resistance. 

The   66th   Regt.,   attacked    in    the    Western    pari    in    liaison    with    the    114th 
Inf.,  and  has   repulsed   a  violent  counterattack. 

It- is   necessary   that  the   113th   Tnf.   take   immediately    a    part    in    this   com- 
bat, achieving  the  encircling  of  the  BOIS   D'ORMONT,    from   the   North. 

To  this   effect,   2   or   3   Cos.,   will    debouch    from   the    HOIS    DBS   CHENES 

and  from  the  HOIS  DE  LA  SEINE,  which  will  penetrate  into  the  BOIS  D'OR- 
MONT through  the  Northern  edge. 

The  bold  execution  of  this  maneuver  might  achieve  the  <oii(|uest  of  the 
woods.  Call  for  all  the  units  remaining  Of  the  2d  line  bn.  in  order  to  have 
.sufficient  effectives   in   the   HOTS   DE  LA   BEfNE  and   DEB  CHENES. 

General  ANDLAUER, 

Comdg.   isth   I). I. 

###### 

r.  8.  army  FIELD  MESSAGE. 
By  Buwner 
From  57th  Brig,  at  OP,  L2  Oct.     11:30,  No.   1.     To   LIStfa  Inf. 
114th  Tnf.  held  up  in  South  pari  BOIS  D'ORMONT.    By  direction  comdg. 

gen.    18th    French    Div.,    you    will    ,-it    onC€    attack    BOIS    D'ORMONT    with    2 
CC'S.    of   113th    Inf.,     from     direction     BOIS     DES     CHENES— BOIS     DE     LA 

BEINE.     Notify   Brown.  DPTON,   Brig,  (Jen. 

###### 

Instructions  by  Liaison  Officer  for  phoning  to  attached  aerial  iquadrone): 
Ask  for  BEGBET  then  BEAUZEE  (Aerial  Park),  then  L'ESCADILLE  272; 
(call  for)  an  officer.    Oomdr.  Bonnetl  Cetl  L'EseadiUe. 

Lt.  Manage,  bit  O. 
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By  Phone 

23:30— Hill  .to  Bowen:— The  Corps  Arty  Munitions  Officer  says:  "With 
reference  to  our  statement  that  six  days  of  fire  is  required  for  attack, 
that  for  each  day  before  attack  we  can  have  ordinary  allowance  and 
for  the  day  of  attack  16,000 — 75  's.  They  are  better  off  for  155  's  and 
if  Gen.  Fleming  will  take  up  the  matter  with  Col.  Gascogne  he  will 
arrange  to  make  up  for  shortage  of  75  ,s. " 

****** 

From   plane  by   radio— 12/10/18— 14:45. 

To  29th  Division— 3070— 3303— 2640— 3211— 4011— 3311— 2617  — 4397  — 
4603— 3274— MONTAGNE  WOODS^516 — 4295—4612—4324 — 4074 — 4610— 
2674 — 2846— 3669— z— 00— g—  45  and— d— oo— g50— d— MAY. 

****** 

By  Phone 

3:50— From  CG  57th  Inf  Brig  to  Col.  Bowen: — CO  113th  reports  two  com- 
panies of  his  organization  have  penetrated  entirely  through  BOIS 
D'ORMONT  in  Southeasterly  direction  from  NW  edge  of  wood  and 
wood  was  entirely  cleared  of  Germans,  except  extreme  Eastern  corner. 
These  two  companies  have  joined  114th  Inf. 

****** 

By  Phone 

1:50 — 57th  Inf  Brig  Message  Center  to  Col  Bowen: — Two  prisoners  taken  by 

Co.  A  Inf.,  this  afternoon  on  Western  edge  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT 

from  177th  Regt.  Saxon.  Prisoners  state  there  are  about  140  men  in 
the  woods,  1/2  machine  gun  and  1/2  inf.,  who  have  orders  to  hold  out 
at  all  costs.     Machine  guns  are  about  30  meters  apart. 

States  he  came  into  the  woods  at  10  o'clock  today,  having  marched 
through  fields  1  hour  to  the  woods.  He  marched  yesterday,  rested  last 
night,  and  entered  BOIS  D'ORMONT  today  as  reinforcements.  He 
was  to  hold  NW  edge  of  woods  and  was  captured  near  the  middle  of 
woods  about  1.1  o'clock.  Private  of  A  Co.  Inf.,  who  captured  him,  con- 
firms much  of  his  statement  and  adds  that  his  Co.  was  still  advancing 
SW  direction  through  the  woods,  with  light  opposition  only  when  he 
left   with   the  prisoners. 

****** 
By  Radio 

From   G-3,   29th   Division,   CP   Guynemer— 12   Oct   18— 21:30— No.   2. 

To  Comdg.   Officer,   272d   Aero   Squadron: 

CODE 

Send  officer  here  at  7:30  tomorrow  morning  to  arrange  flights  for  regulat 

ing  arty  firo. 

BOWEN. 

****** 
By   Phone 

9.4O— I-Yoin  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig.  CP  to  Bowen :— Very  large  number  of 
men  passing  this  place  claim  to  be  gas  cases.  Many  are  assisted  by 
other  men;   all  are  walking.     57th  Brig,  desires  medical  supervision  of 
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this  at  his  CP,  as  dressing  station  to  the  front  will  not  handle  gas 
cases  and  insists  on  the  men  being  escorted  to  the  rear  on  foot  by  their 
companions. 

****** 

By  Phone 

10:25— 58th  Inf  Brig— Operations  Officer,   to   Col.   Bowen:— First   Bn,    116th 
Inf,  relieved  by  3d  Bn  at  2  o  'clock.     Bns  are  arranged  in  order,  3d, 

2d,  1st. 

****** 

By  Phone 

10:25 — 58th   Inf   Brig   to   Intelligence  Officer,   29th   Div: — Disregard   wireless 

No.  3. 

****** 

By  Phone 
10:55 — Hill  to  Bowen: — Following  from  Col.  Cloman: — Attack  tomorrow 
morning.  Notify  58th  Brig  to  complete  all  possible  arrangements 
therefor  today.  Ammunition  question  remains  acute.  Have  gone  to 
33d  Division  and  18th  Div  (Fr.)  to  try  and  arrange  coordination.  This 
coordination  will  be  directed  by  the  Corps,  but  in  general  terms  only. 
Owing  to  ammunition  situation,  suggest  every  possible  trench  mortar 
be   moved   up,    with    ammunition. 


HEADQUAKTKRS   20TH    DIVISION,   (;.",. 

13    October    18—11  :20    o'clock. 
Memorandum  for  CO  58th  Inf  Brig, 

CQ    158    FA    Dri<j, 
CO  104th  Engrsj 
CO  110th  MG  Bn. 

1.  The  div  attacks  tomorrow  morning,  1  I  October  18,  at  an  hour  to  no- 
announced  later,  on  its  present  front  with  the  object  of  taking  the  heights 
of  the  ORANDF:  MOXTACM;.  B.   A.   CLOMAN,   Col,    Inf, 

Chief  of   Staff.        W.8.B. 


The  following  are  notes  made  al  the  time  by  Major  John  I*.  Hill,  Division 
Judge    Advocate,    Liaison    Officer    to    X  V 1 1    Corps: 

Sunday  13  Oct  18.-10:33  Col  Cloman  (C,  of  S.,  20th  Div),  directs  follow- 
ing  mess;jK<'    sent   O -.'J,   29th    Div.: 


13  October  18 

]',)}    /'hour 

17*00— 18  Oct  18. 

Col   Cloman,  C  of  S  of  29th    Div,  says  they   can't   gel   the  arty  support    for 
tomorrow   morning    from   Corps   which    is   required.      Are    frilling   to   go   on   with 
attack    tomorrow    without    the    arty   but    desire    order    from    Corps,      den    Ami 
lauer   advised    attack    be   postponed   till   corps   artillery   a\  a  ilnble.      Col.    Yaseoino 
says  COrpi    (artillery)    will   not   be  available  till   day  after   tomorrow. 
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By  Phone 

9:47 — 58th  Inf  Brig  Operations  Officer  to  Bowen: — Lines  unchanged;  or- 
ganizing and  digging-in.  All  work  being  carried  out  as  suggested. 
CO,  115th  Inf  making  forward  reconnaissance  with  view  to  plan.  Un- 
usually quiet.  Very  little  enemy  arty.  Visibility  poor.  Our  arty  in- 
creasing on  the  right.  To  gain  facilities  58th  Inf  Brig  Hq  will  move 
this  morning  to  L-3,  A-3.  (26.3—77.3?)  You  will  be  notified  as  to 
time.     Signed  Opns.  O.,  58th  Inf  Brig. 

****** 
By  Phone 
15:00 — From   57th   Brig   to   G-3 : — 3d   Bn    113th   Inf.   repulsed   counterattack 
(illegible)    :45  some  enemy  casualties.     I  have  nothing  further  to  re- 
port at  present.     Will  have  more  information  as  to  position  later  in 
afternoon. 

K  AND  ALL   (Liaison  Officer) 

****** 
(Memo,  to  Air  Squadron).  HEADQUARTERS  29TH  DIVISION, 

13   Oct  18 — 12:00  o'clock. 
Attack  tomorrow  14  Oct  18  between  parallels  23  and  26  (29th  Div  between 
24  and  26;   33d  Div  West  of  24). 

Flight  to  locate  infantry  lines  desired  at 

8:00  o'clock 
9:45 
11:30 
14:15 
Plane  to  cross  parallel  82  at  those  hours.     Infantry  will  be  instructed  to 
signal   their   location    at   those   hours   exactly   and    for   10   minutes   thereafter 

whether  or  not   the  plane  is  seen. 

**##** 

By  Phone 
113th    and    114th    Inf   and    French    advanced   and    are   at   present    holding 
ground  gained.     Will  not  advance  further.     Ground  gained  includes  ORMONT 

WOODS. 

JONES   (Div  Inspector) 

NOTE:     Col.  Kelley  so  infoformed  Ma.j.  Jones  at  about  15  o'clock  10/13/18. 

****** 

By  Phone 
18:15  o'clock.   Message  from  Major  Hill  (Liaison  Officer,  Corps),  to  Bowen: 
— Continue  preparation  but  do  not  attack  tomorrow. 

****** 
By  Phone 
18:30— Gen.  Upton  to  Bowen:— 114th  Inf  has  reorganized  its  units  and  has 
them  well  in   hand. 

****** 

By  Phone 
18:45— Gen.  Upton  to  Bowen:— 114th  occupies  the  BOIS  D 'ORMONT  entire. 


13TH  OCTOBER,  1918. 


341 


By  Courier 

115th  Infantry  12  to  13  October  18. 

B  Company  line  extends  to  right  along  the  road.  No  apparent  movement 
of  the  enemy.  Intermittent  arty  and  machine  gun  fire  from  the  Boche  on  our 
right  and  left. 

C  Company,  strong  point  on  RICHENE  HILL  about  24.8—81.8,  organized, 
protecting  the  North  and  East  of  our  front  line,  work  completed  at  17:50  and 
occupied  during  the  night.  Under  heavy  shell  fire  on  three  different  occasions 
during  the  night. 

Second  Battalion:  Reports  signal  rockets  are  scarce  and  ineffective. 
Heavy  bombardment  of  1-pdrs.  Request  for  ammunition,  grenades,  etc.,  by  M 
Company.  Morale  good.  Food  good.  Weather  rainy.  Visibility  poor.  Dis- 
position of  companies  shown  on  accompanying  map. 


V\o.  10 


Note: — Attach  explanations— sketch   ground   feature! — no.  coordinates. 

Scale  1/20,000        Date  Oc-f  18-18    Purpose . 

Time  8  AM       Organ.  Co  O,   ilffth  Inf       Big,  HKNRY   F.   ROBB. 
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By  Phone 
20:30— Cloman  at  115th  Inf  to  Bowen:—  The  Div  Comdr  wishes  you  to  begin 
salvaging  the  arms  and  equipment  in  the  captured  area  tomorrow 
morning  early,  by  details  from  the  reserve  bns.  Gather  it  in  piles 
near  roads  where  it  may  be  picked  up  by  carts.  Send  it  back  by 
empty  ration  carts  and  transportation  to  the  brig  dump,  which  you 
will  start  somewhere  on  the  open  ground  near  the  road  NE  of  BRA- 
BANT. Report  number  and  calibre  of  guns  captured  but  do  not  move 
them.  Report  total  of  MGs  captured.  Put  guards  on  the  brig  dump. 
The  salvage  details  should  be  under  command  of  officers  and  the 
ground  systematically  and  carefully  covered. 

****** 

Extract  from  German  Communique  13  October  18. 

The  von  Gallwitz  Group  of  Armies:  Local  attacks  of  the  enemy  on  the 
West  bank  of  the  MEUSE  have  failed.  Between  BOIS  D'ORMONT  and 
WAVRILLE  to  the  NE  of  BEAUMONT  serious  combats  have  taken  place 
ail  during  the  day.  The  Americans,  who  vainly  re-launched  their  continued 
attacks  with  large  forces,  have  been  repulsed  by  Prussians,  Saxon,  Waton- 
burg   and  Austrian-Hungarian^ regts   after   desperate   hand   to   hand  fighting. 

****** 

By  Phone 
9-25 — Major  Hill  to  Bowen: — Referring  to  report  about  114th  Inf  yesterday 
evening,   that   was   a  mistake:      All   the  D'ORMONT    WOOD   has   not 
been    taken. 


14  October,  18 


From   plane   bv   radio— Oct   14/18— 11 :00— To   G-3,    29th   Division. 
3644^3229—3373—4410—4374—3122-4419—4759—4732—3892  —  4606 -- 

3949—2979— 3261— 4000— 3805— 

Opns  O.,   58th  Brig. 

(Unusually  quiet   the  En  clearing  IRE  morning  all   instructions  being  fol- 

lowed.) 

****** 

By  Courier 
From  Liaison   Officer,  CP   57th  Brig— 14   October   18— 14:30— No.   11. 
To  G-3,  29th  Division: 
Liaison  Officer  of  57th   Brig  at   58th  Brig  reports:— CP   115th  at   25.3  — 
78.7,  CP  116th  at  25.5 — 79.2.     Front  line  of  58th  Brig  at   24 — 82;   24.4 — 82; 
25.0—81.6  ;    25..",— 81.5— 25.7— 81.4— 26.0— 81.3. 

There  was  heavy  shelling  in  the  region  of  HAUMONT  last  night  which 
included  from  that  place  to  the  front  lines.  Machine  gun  activity  and  light 
field  pieces  at  close  range  with  trench  mortars  against  113  reported  at  10:00; 
reported   to   French  and   artillery  help   received. 

No  other  activity  during  the  morning.  Am  now  making  memorandum 
showing  sector  and  CPs  on  the  latest  information. 

RANDALL. 
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By  Courier 

From  Liaison  Officer,  CP  57th  Brig— 14  Oct  18— 15:00— No.  12— to  G-3, 
29th  Div.: 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  an  order  received  from  the  18  D.I.  Gen.  Upton  has 
received  instructions  that  he  will  have  command  of  113th  Inf.,  114th  Inf.,  and 
66   (French)  ;  exact  order  to  follow.     I  will  report  details  as  soon  as  possible. 

RANDALL. 

****♦# 

By  Phone 

21:30 — Finley  to  Bowen: — Great  enemy  activity,  consisting  of  heavy  mo- 
chine  gun  fire  and  heavy  concentration  of  artillery  fire  on  our  front 
line,  combined  with  shelling  of  our  rear  areas. 

****** 

The  following  note  was  made  at  the  time  by  Major  John  P.  Hill,  Division 
Judge  Advocate,  Liaison  Officer  to  XVII  Corps: 

By   Phone 
U  Oct    18. 

The  report  of  yesterday  evening  that  114th  captured  BOIS  D'ORMONT 
announced  as  a  mistake  this  morning — only  edge  of  woods  taken  and  nothing 
more  done  yesterday.      14  Oct   18  received  16:00  o'clock.     Captain  Gray. 


15  October  18 


From  Intelligence  Officer,  58th  Brig— To  A.C.  of  S.,  0  2: 
Everything  OK,  barrage  correct,  men  moving  forward.  (This  from  115th 
Inf).  Everything  going  fine.  Liaison  as  ordered  throughout.  (This  from 
116th  Inf).  Liaison  to  the  rear  from  58th  Brig  poor.  (Note:  The  Signal 
people  tell  me  that  the  line  was  shot  out  and  this  last  criticism  cannot  now  be 
made,  as  the  line  has  been  repaired). 
(Copy  furnished  0  3 — the  note  is  by  Gr-2)« 


By   I'hone 
8:55 — From  Arty  Liaison  Officer,  58th   Brig,  to  Bowen  :    -116th   entered   woods 
North   of   MOLLEVILLE    FABM.      115th    Inf   Efl   abreast   Of   them. 


By  Thom 

(Date  and   hour  torn   off). 

Operations    Officer,    58th    Inf    Brig    to    Bowen:      At     110th    OP,    T  15,    9:00 
0  'clock : 

Third    Bn    moving    forward  ;    second    following   at    400   meters. 
9:20:      Left    flank    entered    woods    with    support    companies    following. 
8:43:       115th    Inf    reports    elements    of    line    in    liaison    moving    forward    satis 

factorily. 
9:40:       115th   reports  advance   retarded   by   MO   nests,   which   .'ire   being   cleared 

out. 

Our    left    Obscured    in    fog    but    liaison    good. 
115th    Inf.   OP    L-5,  0-7. 
(26.5)    (79.7) 


#***## 
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By  Phone 

(Date  and  hour  torn  off) 

CG,  58th  Inf  Brig  to  Bowen: — 110th  Machine  Gun  Bn  ordered  near  MAL- 
BROUCK.  No  report  received  from  them.  Can  you  inform  me  of  their  move- 
ment. 

****** 

From  Capt.  Walker,   (Asst.  G-2,)   29th  Div,  to  G-2: 

Our  troops  enter  woods  North  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  at  8:40. 
(Copy  furnished  G-3) 

****** 

By  Courier 
From  Liaison  Officer,  CP  33d  Div,  LA  CLAIRE,  15  Oct  18,  8:00  AM,  No.  1. 

To  G-3,  29th  Div.: 
From  airplane  received  at  21  o'clock  14  Oct  18. 

HARAUMONT  and  trenches  in  front  of  it  do  not  seem  to  be  occupied. 
At  16:15  many  machine  guns  shot  at  us  at  24.0 — 84.5.  French  soldiers  seen 
at  22.9 — 80.0;  believe  it  to  be  arty  digging  in. 

H.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 

****** 

158th  F.A.  Brig. 

Message  from    (Colonel)   Warfield,   10:10: 

Infantry  regiment  on  right  bringing  back  34  prisoners.  They  say  they 
have  been  6  days  in  the  line  but  have  been  kept  in  reserve  out  of  sight.  They 
heard  that  peace  was  to  be  declared.  They  have  been  ordered  to  retire  at 
12:00  noon  according  to  own  statements.     They  seem  very  much  delighted  at 

this. 

No  direct  fire  upon  our  lines  by  arty,  only  MG  fire  encountered.  Inf  ad- 
vance has  encountered  no  enemy  arty  resistance.  Visibility  makes  it  very 
difficult  for  observers  to  follow  inf  advance.  Line  now  reported  well  into  the 
BOIS  DE  LA  MONTAGNE.     Our  arty  fire  reported  to  be  very  effective. 

BUSH,  Capt.  F.A.,  A.I.O. 

Copy  to  G-3 

*»***• 

By  Radio 
From  G-3,  at  CP  GUYNEMER— 10/   (Oct.  15?)— 12:00— No.  1. 

To  CG  57th  Brig. 

Is  113th  Inf  pushing  its  left  company  forward  along  parallel  26?  116th 
Infantry  reports  machine  gun  fire  from  vicinity  26.1 — 82.4. 

CODE  BOWEN. 

****** 

By  Phone 

10:25 The  line,  3d  Bn,  116th  Inf,  has  crossed  road  parallel  to  82.     Two  left 

companies,  2d  Bn  in  BOIS  DE  LA  MONTAGNE.     Companies  E  and 
F  were  delayed  by  severe  machine  gun  fire  from  direction  of  BELLEU 
(BULTRUY)    WOODS   and  also   from  direction   of   LE   RAPPS   uut 
they  are  moving  forward.     (Colonel)   Warfield  is  with  him. 
(Report  from  Briggs,  A.I.O.,  with  Warfield,  CO.  Arty  supporting  116th  Inf). 

BUSH,  Capt.,  F.A.,  A.I.O. 
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By  Phone 

26-82.50. 
11:35 — Opie,  Comdg  3d  Bn,  116th  Inf,  to  message  center: 

We  are  being  heavily  shot  into  from  the  right  rear.  Cannot  get  into 
contact  with  the  right  company.  Runners  and  officers  being  sent  to 
them  shot  down  in  my  presence.  Will  hold  left  until  right  can  be 
pushed.  Heavy  effort  being  made  to  locate  an  enfilade  machine  gun 
nest.  H  Company  in  contact  with  115th  on  left,  but  that  regt  is  giv- 
ing us  no  assistance. 

(NOTE:  By  telephone  from  (Colonel)  Warfield  (arty  CP)  to  Bush, 
Capt.   FA,   A.I.O.) 

(See  Kelley.     Ask  57th  Brig  what  113th  Inf  is  doing.  W.S.B.) 

****** 

To  29th  Division  Message  Center: — 

Enemy  heavy  arty  are  firing  on  our  rear  doing  damage.  The  fire  is  com- 
ing from  our  right  flank.  Try  to  get  them.  All  the  lines  are  out.  Infantry  is  meet- 
ing with  MG  opposition  but  are  moving  slowly.  Cannot  get  location  of  lines 
definitely.     Enemy  had  barrage  on  our  lines  from  10:00  to  10:30. 

Signed  LEX, 
Arty  Liaison  Officer  to  115th  Inf. 
By  runner  to  McKinley;  by  phone  to  Fleming,  CG  58th  F.A.  Britf. 
Reed.   11:55  Bush,  A.I.O. 


From  plane  by  radio — Oct.  15 — 12:05. 
To  Y  W  29th  Division: 
Ca  ne  gaze   pas — goodbye — (observation   impossible). 

**#**# 

By  Phone 
12:20 — From  Hopkins  to  Col  Cloman  : — Colonel   Warfield  is  forward  and  .sends 
the    following    message:      Infantry    met    .serious    Opposition    at    juntion 

of  Railroad  track  55—23  (25.5—82.8)  to  junction  of  road  57—23 
(25.7 — 82.3).  Infantry  asks  Colonel  Warfield  to  concentrate!  Mh  gone 
on  that  line  for  15  minutes  at  the  rate  of  4  per  minute.  Fleming 
directed  them  to  do  this  at  the  rate  of  3   pel  minute. 

•     •**»» 

By  Phone 

12:40— from  58th  Brig. 

11:05 — 115th   Inf    1st   Line   approximately   82.4.     Line   in    liaison.      Telephone 
communication  cut. 


By  Phone 

IS*26 — From  Colonel  118th   Inf,  to  Howen  :  —  No  report  81  yet   :h  to  progress 
of  my  left  unit  which  was  ordered  to  close,  liaison  with   IJUt.1l  Inf.     One 

company  inf  and  one  plat  machine  gnu  company  put  under  orders  of 
116th  Inf  as  liaison  agents  to  keep  up  communication,  No  Informa- 
tion as  to  116th  Inf  advance.  Reports  have  been  called  for  and  when 
received  will  be  forwarded   to  you. 
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By  Phone 
12:20— From  C.G.,  58th  Brig  to  C.G.  29th  Div.:— Eight  of  Utfeh  Inf  held  up 
by  MG  fire  from  positions  to  right  of  sector.     Arty  is  preparing  fire 
on  target  as  indicated  from  regimental  CP.     Important  for  troop3  on 
my  right  to  intervene  actively  if  possible. 

****** 

By  Phone 
15:00— -CG  58th  Brig  to  CG  29th  Div:— The  message  from  116th  Inf  recently 
sent  you  confirmed  by  wire  just  received  from  UOUi  Inf  rfiows  that 
our  advancing  line  of  58th  Brig  runs  along  parallel  82.4  as  far  East 
as  25.5.  On  the  extreme  right  it  has  entered  iSTTLTKUy  WOODS. 
58th  Brig  is  fighting  to  conquer  MG  nests  immediate  right  in  BUL- 
TRUY  WOODS  and  in  the  corners,  immediately  North  thereof.  It 
cannot  alone,  however,  extend  its  influence  far  beyond  meridian  26; 
xit  is  not  known  what  enemy  resources  lie  East  of  meridian  26  and 
North  of  81.6,  but  MG  and  heavy  flanking  arty  fire  has  been  received 
from  that  direction,  the  latter  repeatedly  cutting  w»re  communications 
in  the  115th  zone. 

I  have  held  whole  reserve  bn.  intact  to  cover  contingencies  on  the 
right  flank,  but  security  of  ground  gained  calls  for  active  support  on 
right,  both  by  arty  and  inf.  We  have  gained  important  ground  by 
heavy  fighting  and  if  practicable  these  gains  should  be  supported  by 
the  18th  French  Division  or  other  troops.  I  have  no  knowledge  of 
the  progress  of  the  33d  Div. 

****** 

By  Phone 

15 :0o — CO  113th  Inf  to  Col  Cloman: — Your  message  received:  one  company 
moving    along    parallel    26. 

****** 

By  Phone 

15:80 — From  Capt.  Bush  to  Bowen: — Reported  at  1?:20  thai  line  is  at  5024  — 
6024  (25.0—82.4;  26.0—82.4).  Extreme  right  seen  entering  South 
edge  of  BULTBUY  BOIS  at  13:20.  A  prisoner  taken  reports  65 
Officer  to  116th  Inf  advance  bn,  was  killed  on  road  to  left  of  BUL- 
Offlcer  to  119th  Inf  advance  bn,  was  killed  on  road  to  left  of  BOUL- 
TRY  BOIS.  Reed,  by  Bush  10158  through  NOYES  322  F.A.  from 
Brigga  A.I.O.  322nd  F.A.  at  116th  Inf. 

****** 

By  Phone 

15:21 — CG  58th  Brig  to  Bowen: — Following  message  just  received  from  my 
Liaison  Officer  with  33d  Division:  From  Blue  at  CP  Pick,  Oct  15, 
1:5.4.'),  to  C.G.,  58th  Brig;  Pine  Tree  CP:  at  this  time  we  are  with- 
drawing to  our  front  line  result  of  failure  of  29th  Div  to  advance, 
time  13:00  o'clock. 
From  Colonel  on  your  left  flank — Blue. 

The  progress  of  my  brig  has  already  been  reported  to  you.  The 
withdrawal  here  indicated,  if  correct,  indicates  that  left  flank  is  now 
being  uncovered.  This  ground  should  not  be  given  up  if  it  is  avoidable 
— CG,  58th  Brig. 
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By  Phone 
3:50— From  Briggs— A.I.O.— With  116th,  through  NOYES,  322d  to  Bush 
A.I.O.— 158th  (F.A.  Brig.)— to  G-3:—  CO  116th  Inf  says  that  no  ap- 
parent counter-battery  work  on  enemy.  Guns  shelling  his  front  line  and 
sensitive  points  unopposed  and  at  will.  Liaison  now  established  with 
113th  Inf  on  right. 

****** 

From  58th  Brig  to  Fleming — 15:24. 

116th  Inf  reports  that  enemy  is  heavily  shelling  woods  South  of  MOLLE- 
VILLE  FARM  and  particularly  along  main  road  near  line  25.  This  firing 
seems  without  molestation.  It  comes  apparently  from  the  North  and  East  of 
North  and  is  principally  150  mm  shells.  Two  bns  of  116th  Inf  are  North  of 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM  on  line  82.04  (40?)  and  slowly  advancing  and  this 
line  is  prolonged  by  115th  Inf  to  the  left.  Reserve  bn  of  116th  Inf  is  still 
held  in  the  woods  to  the  South  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Relief  from  shel- 
ling of  these  woods  and  along  road  is  urgently  needed. 

From  WILMERDING  (Liaison  Officer  from  Arty 

to  58th  Brig) 

BUSH,  A.I.O. 

****.*# 

Prussian  officer  prisoner  reports  they  have  orders  to  lay  down  arms  at 
midnight    tonight. 

From  WILMERDING  to  FLEMING  through  COOMBE. 

BUSH,  A.I.O. 
(These  3  copies  of  messages  received  ;it   Arty  Brig  Hq,  were  furnished  to  G-3). 

****** 
By    I' hone 
(Received  by  G-3   10:10  from  piegon  loft  at   VERDUN). 

To  CO  115th   Inf  15  Oct  18:— Our  rigW   held  up  bemuse  Of  failure  of  110th 

to  advance  with  which  it  is  in  contact.  The  commanding  officer  of  my  right 
company  reports  Co  r,  1  loth  disorganized.  Bight  .-it  point  24.9—82.5  and  not 
attempting  to  advance. 

From  CO  11  l/l  15th  Inf;  place  CP  24.5—  81.7— Time  12:45— Signature 
WOODCOCK,   Major. 

Time  of  receipt  at  Loft  3:40.     (15:40). 

¥■         #         *  #         #         # 

By  llorfio 
From  plane— 15:15— 15  Oct  18. 

To:    "Y  W"  29th   T)iv. 

QPBD    (Friendly  troops  at)    B   8  0  7— T  8X2. 

#####♦ 

By   /'hour 

16:16— From  CQ  58th  Brig  to  CG  29th  Div:  Col  Kelley  reports  thftl  2  1ms 
of  his  regt  arc  North  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  The  front  line  nhout 
on  line  82.4 — and  slowly  advancing.  115th  Inf  prolongs  his  line  to 
the  left.  His  reserve  bn,  is  still  Mouth  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  and 
the  Western  projection  of  BATRIVNY  (BTJLTBUY)  WOOD  is  being 
Cleaned  tip.  Be  stated  that  115th  has  been  ordered  to  prolong  his 
right  altho  r  have  no  other  information  in  this  respect.  His  report  of 
heavy  Shelling  has   worked   South  of  HATRJVNY    FARM   and  the  main 
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road  axis,  transmitted  at  once  to  arty  comdr  with  copy  to  div  comdr. 
He  states  that  our  barrage  this  morning  was  excellent  but  that  a  Boche 
barrage  also  came  down  and  held  back  advance  of  his  right.  His  line 
North  of  MOLEVILLE  WOODS  now  extends  entirely  across  his 
normal  sector,  he  also  states  that  his  accompanying  btry  is  laying  a 
North  and  South  barrage  East  of  26  and  beween  82  and  83.  He 
states  that  he  does  not  know  total  number  prisoners  but  that  he  can 
personally  account  for  about  50,  they  are  from  German  Jaeger  Bn. 
and  appear  to  be  fine  troops.  I  am  still  holding  my  brig,  reserve  bn. 
to  meet  contingencies  and  particularly  until  I  am  advised  as  to  the 
situation  of  113th  Inf.     Please  transmit  copy  of  this  to  Fleming. 

#  *  /  *     *     *     * 

By  Phone 

From  Col  Cloman  to  Major  Hill,  Liaison  Officer  to  17th  Corps: — The  fight- 
ing for  GRAND  MONTAGNE  is  heavy.  We  are  advancing  slowly,  but  hostile 
MGs  and  arty  from  right  flank  are  making  progress  difficult  and  threaten  to 
bring  it  to  an  immediate  stop.  Request  active  counter-battery  work  throughout 
the  night  to  East  of  meridian  26.3  and  North  between  points  26.3 — 82.0  and 
27—81.8. 

♦  ***♦* 

C.G.  58th  Brig  to  Fleming  16.47: 

Artillery  line  from  116th  Inf  and  115th  Inf  both  out.  Asking  artillery 
through  Fleming  to  fire  on  enemy  concentration  indicated  in  BOIS  D'ET- 
RAYES.      L15th    Inf  also   reports  heavy  H   E  fire   from  right   of  our  advance 

line  approximately  82.4. 

WILMERDING. 

Reed,  at   17:00  thru  324th   H.P.A.  to  Bush,  Capt.  F.A.,  AIO. 
(Reed  at  Arty   Brig   Eq  and  furnished  to  G-3) 

By  Courier 

Prom  CP  33d  Div.;  Liaison  Officer,  LA  CLAlRE— 15  Oct  18— 14:00— No.  3 

To  G-3,  29th   Div: 
Phone   message   received   from  regiment   on  right   of   this   div. 

My  right  advanced  successfully  with  regt  on  my  right.  This  adjacent  regt 
then  tell  hack  due  to  its  right  being  uncovered.  My  right  is  now  holding  its 
present  position  in  hopes  that  the  adjacent  regt  will  come  up.  In  case  the 
adjacent  regt  does  not  come  up,  I  shall  pull  my  right  back.  14:40.  Enemy 
shelling  BOIS  DE  FORGES.  Our  arty  heavily  shelling  East  side  of  the 
METJSE,  between   CONSENVOYE  and  SIVRY. 

H.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 
*###♦* 
By  Courier 

Prom  OP  Patterson  Liaison  Officer,  LA  CLAIRE— 15  Oct  18— 14:00— No  2. 
To  G-3,  29th   Div.: 

Following  message   dropped   by   airplane   13:25   o'clock: 

Boche   now   shelling  BOIS  PLAT  CHENE  and   BOIS  DE  CHAUME   and 

open   space  just   SE  of  latter. 

H.  S.  CLEVERDON,  1st  Lt. 
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By  Phone 
17:45— From  CG  58th  Inf  Brig  to  Bowen:— CO  115th  Inf  reports  by  phone 
that  he  has  been  encountering  stiff  MG  resistance  in  his  advance. 
Still  at  82.4.  116th  Inf  is  on  prolongation  of  this  line  with  his  right 
slightly  refused.  He  reports  high  explosive  shell  tire  from  right. 
Fleming  and  McKinly  notified.  I  have  instructed  the  115th  Inf  to 
dig  in  and  hold  and  he  is  transmitting  same  message  to  Kelley.  In 
view  of  indications  of  hostile  strength  in  BOIS  DE  ETRAYES  region, 
I  have  placed  the  brig  reserve  under  116th  Inf  orders  for  right  flank 
protection. 

By  Radio 
17:46 — From  113th  Inf  to  Bowen: — Following  message  received  from  116th 
Inf:  "Liaison  now  established  between  116th  and  113th  Infs.  The 
right  flank  of  the  116th  will  clear  BULTRUY  WOODS.  113th  's  left 
.flank  sweeping  to  the  North  to  keep  close  liaison  with  the  116th  inf 
which  is  now  established.  Necessity  for  attack  now  seems  to  have 
passed.  Report  from  116th  at  17:00  o'clock  attack  is  progressing." 
Signed:     CO  113th  Inf. 

By  Phone 
1«:19 — CG   5Sth   Brig  to  Co]   Bowen: — The   following  message  received   from 
CP  SOTLEY:     "Nothing  oew.     Qniet  sector." 

By  "Phone 
18:20 — Operations  Officer,  58th  Brig  to  LI   McLeod: — Combat  groups  are  do1 

on    any   line.      Thev    may    be    200    meters    one    w;iv    or    t  lie    other;     I    CRO 

only  give  average  line  until  later  details: 
24.00— -82.45— 25.0— 82.40— 26.00— 82.40. 
The  line  has  been  straightened  according  to  reports. 


By  I' lio n i 
17:36— Frrom   0-3,   33d    Div   thru   Oleverdon    to   Col    Bowen:— Airplane   jusl 
dropped  message  of  Pine  Cross  CP,  asking  Tor  positions  of  our  front 
line.     He  also  said  that  there  is  heavy  arty  al   BOIS  PLAT  0HENE. 

Did    not    say   whether    it    WAS   ours   or    what    it     meant.       l'ick-1    has    heen 

up   front    with   their  advancing   bns.     Thev  jumped  off  mi   time  and 

went    to    theil   objective.       115th    did    not    gO    forward    with    them.      Then 

got  word  from  the  58th  Brig  thai  thev  were  attacking  and  told  Col 
Myer  to  get  in  touch  with  them-  Ee  reports  thai  their  liaiHon  says 
the  116th  is  attacking  i * < * t  the  1 16th  not  yet  Be  told  them  to  go 
forward  if  the   116th  did.     He  thinks  the  position  of  the   L15th   ao1 

quite    Certain,        When     he    loft     np    there    our    troops     were    l»;ick    OH     the 

same    position    from    which    thev   jumped    off. 

###### 

By  Phone 
10:35 — From  CG  ">Hth  Inf  Brig  to  G-2  and  G-8i  —68th  inf  Brig  coordinates 
of  heavy  guns  reported  by  Pick-lj  28.67-  86.8;  23.8    84,26;  27.14— 
87.63.     Have  reported  to  Fleming,     Signed  58th  Brig. 
(Taken  over  phone  by  bt.  Reynolds). 


•  » 
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The  line  from  Y — line  25  runs  East  about  400  meters  North  of  X — line  82 
to  56.24 — (25.6 — 82.4)  and  bends  South  from  56.24  to  58.22  then  bends  South 
through  BOIS  DE  BULTRUY.  Good  liaison  with  right  and  left  and  will 
probably  be  all  right.  Report  on  machine  gun  nest  has  been  conflicting.  At 
20:00  o'clock  back  areas  were  shelled,  not  heavily.  About  17:00  o'clock  aero- 
plane came  over  and  adjusted  in  the  vicinity  of  Warfield  CP. 

BRIGGS. 

(Reed,  at  Art.  Brig  Hq  and  furnished  G-3.)  AIO,  322d  FA. 

****** 

8:20   PM:— 115th   Inf   front   line   now   follows   null   3928   4026   4521  4722 

null    5024     (23.9—82.8;    24.0—82.6;    24.5—82.1;     24.7—82.2;     25.0—82.4)     at 

10:00   o'clock.     Digging  in  null  for   the   night.     Enemy   heavy  arty  reported 

II-.  woods  at  3782  this  afternoon   (by   115th  Inf)   Heavy  shelling  all  day  long 

on  Inf  CP  at  4914.     Trench  mortar  being  used.     Aeroplane  reported  at  16:30 

concentration   of  enemy  troops  at  BOIS   D'ETRAYES. 

(Re<-d.  at  Brig  Hq  and  furnished  G-3). 

VERRIL. 

****** 

By  Phone 
21:42— From  Opns  O,  58th  Brig,  to  CP  29th  Div.,  G-2— G-3— 115th  Inf.  left 
withdrawn  to  point  24.82  to  conform  with  Pick.  Liaison  established. 
115th  Inf  center  held  at  point  24.50—82.20  to  take  advantage  of 
ground.  115th  Inf  right  at  25 — 82.40  in  liaison  with  116th  Inf. 
116th  Inf.  left  at  point  25—82.4  extending  to  26— 82.4  where  it  was  es- 
tablished at  14:30.  116th  Inf  right  not  reported  in  liaison  with  113th 
Inf.  This  line  established  for  the  night.  115th  Inf  support  bn  re- 
ported at  L'4.40— 81.70.  116th  Inf  support  bn  reported  at  25.40—82.15. 
116th    Inf   reserve   bn    reported   at    (f??f)— 81.40.      No   other   changes 

<  >???),   CPs. 

****** 

The  following  pencil  menu)  was  made  at  the  time  of  a  telephone  conversa- 
tion between  XVII  Corps  and  Col  Cloman,  C.  of  S.,  29th  Div): 

A[eino .  —  Points   covered    in   phone  orders— XVII   Corps   to   Col   Cloman   15 

Oct-- 9: 30. 

Attack  Tomorrow. 

1.  Agrees  on  movement, 

2.  Put  at  disposal  at  57th  Brig   (57th  Brig  put  at  disposal  29th  Div?). 

3.  Take  up  with  Neptune  (26th  Div  U.S.  at  CP  Neptune  at  BRAS). 

4.  Patterson    (33d   Div  U.S.)   cooperate. 

H    liour=9:30;    arty    preparation    30    minutes;    Patterson's   movements, 
100  meters   in   10  minutes. 

****** 

The  following  are  notes  made  at  the  time  by  Major  John  P.  Hill,  Division 
Judge   Advocate,  Liaison   Officer   to   XVII  Corps: 
Tuesday   15   Oct   18. 

Attack  of  29th  Div  (less  57th  Brig  and  also  less  57%  of  115th  and  58% 
of  116th  given  in  casualties).  Attacks  at  8  AM  (after  30  minutes  artillery 
preparation)  between  parallels  24—26  on  the  crest  of  the  GRANDE  MON- 
TAQNE  (BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  and  LES  RAPPS).  Drizzly 
and  foggy  weather. 
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13    Oct    18—10:25.     By   phone. 

116th — line  of  3d  Bn  covered  road  parallel  to  82.  2  left  companies,  2d 
Bn,  in  BOIS  DE  LA  MONTAGNE— companies  E  and  F  delayed  by  severe 
MG  fire  from  direction  of  BULTRUY  WOOD  and  also  from  direction  of  LA 
KAPPS,  but  they  are  moving  forward.  (Handed  in  to  G-3,  XVII  Corps  at 
11:40  by  J.P.H.  and  translated  thereafter  by  Captain  Gray). 

****** 

15   Oct  18    (f)    15:45— Report  by  phone  from  29th  Div  thru  Major   Hill, 
Liaison  Officer: 
1G  Oct  18    (?) 

The  left  of  our  line  has  reached  objective  of  exploitation.  Right  is  well 
up  and  still  advancing. 

HILL. 

****** 


16  October,  18 


By  Phone 

10:25 — From   Opns   O,   58th    Brig,    to    Lt.    McLeod: — Enemy    artillery    ceased 
completely  on  this  sector  about  7:30. 

****** 

(From  Opns  O,  58th  Brig,  to  Message  Center  for  G-3): — 115th  Inf  re- 
ports take  off  at  zero  hour  under  heavy  arty  fire  from  the  Bast.  116th  Inf 
reports  take  off  at  zero  bom   under  decreasing  arty   file. 

(Reed.  11  :07)   by  phone. 

****** 

By  Phone 
Disposition    116th   follows   later. 

Disposition    115th    Infantry:    L'    companies    front    line,    2    companies    support. 
First    bn    leading,    third    battalion    support;    second    bn    attached    116th. 

Opn*  o,  58th  Brig. 

By  Phone 

1.1:4ft— From  58th  Brig  to  (13 :  — Disposition  of  llo'tn  Inf  1st  Pn.  first  line 
less  Co.  C,  plus  two  companies  of  115th  Inf.  Support  Co  (\  two  com- 
panies of   115th    r  n  f ;    reserve,   1M    fin;    Brig   reserve   .'id   Bn. 

5SII.    Brig. 

****** 

By  Count, 

From  OP  S3d  Div.,  Liaison  Officer,  LA  0LAIBB,   L0  Oct    18—10  AM— No  1. 
To  G-3,  29th   Division: 
Situation  normal. 

if.  s.  0LBVBBDON,  1st  Lt. 

****** 

By  Phone 

11 :4S — From  58th  Brig  to  0G  and  Col  Bowen  thru  Message  Tenter:  At  11:15 
115th  Tnf,  reports  that  at  hist  report  his  front  line  had  progressed 
about    500   meters   except    in    the   center    where    it    was    working    around 
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the  ravine.  At  11:20,  CO  115th  Inf,  reports  that  he  heard  through 
his  liaison  officer  with  the  33d  Div  that  115th 's  left  had  reached  the 
objective. 

Signed  CG,  58th  Brig. 

*      *     *      *      *      *  • 

From  116th  Inf  CP,  10:15— To  G-2,  29th  Div,  11:55  o'clock: 

Our  art j  barrage  (as?)  ordered.    Enemy  barrage  weak.     (We  are?)     Prog- 
ressing, many  MG  nests  being  encountered. 


Cannot   elucidate   this,   nor  can   Col  Palmer  with  whom  I've  just   talked. 

A.S.F.    (General  Fleming). 

(This   message   apparently   sent  by  phone   from    intelligence   officer,   116th 

Inf  to  G-2.     Not  being  understood,  sent  over  to  Arty  Brig  and  returned  by 

latter   after   he   had   talked   by   phone   with   Col   Palmer,   CO   58th   Brig,   with 

attached  note). 

****** 

By  Phone 
12; 25— Pigeon  Message — 115th  Infantry  to  G-3— 8:45— Reed,  at  COTE  11:45; 
G-3  12:25: — No  change  in  lines  during  the  night.  Effectives  in  line 
companies  approximately  1200.  The  regt,  1550  approximately..  Im- 
possible to  do  more  than  guess  at  casualties  of  yesterday.  Probably 
killed,  30;  wounded  and  gassed,  250  to  300.  Morale  is  good  but  men 
are  "all  in''  physically,  due  to  exposure,  and  are  also  very  nervous, 
due  to  incessent  bombardment.  Difficult  to  keep  up  communication, 
except  by  runner.  Great  deal  of  arty  fire  and  trench  mortars  from 
XK.      Has    been    no    bombardment    for   last    hour.      Companies    are   in 

position    and    ready.      (3i/,    hours    in    transmission). 

****** 

By  Phone 
13:45 — Opns  O,  58th   Brig  to  G-3— thru   Message  Center: 

1 15th  Inf  left  in  perfect  liaison  with  regt  on  our  left  and  is  practically 
on  objective:  our  left  center  slightly  refused  on  account  of  ground. 
Our  right  at  25 — 82.9  moving  in  good  shape  and  in  perfect  liaison 
with  right  unit.  At  11:15,  116th  Inf  progressing  slowly  with  five 
Companies   in  line.     Enemy  counter-barrage  on  116th  very  light.     Arty 

action    in    general    not   heavy. 

****** 

2  PM  16  Oct   18 
CP    116th    Inf. 
By  Courier 
1.  Lt  Col   Kelley  reports  that  up  to   10  AM  Tuesday,  15  Oct  18,  the  left 
(lank   company,    118th   Inf,  had  no   orders  to  advance. 

Col   Kelley  was  compelled  to  deploy  a  company  and  drive  the  enemy 
out  of  this  sector.     He  encountered  heavy  MG  fire  from  the  BULTKUY 
WOODS  and  received  many  casualties  on  account  of  the  failure  of  the 
left  flank  company,  113th,  to  advance. 

The  left  of  the  116th  Inf  advanced  and  entered  the  woods  at  8:30 
under  personal  supervision  of  Col  Kelley.  They  found  Germans  with 
MGs  and  automatic  rifles,  also  snipers  in  concrete  pill  boxes  and  trees 
and  holes  in  the  ground.  They  would  not  surrender  but  fought  until 
killed.  As  a  result  only  one  officer  and  50  prisoners  were  captured 
all  day.     They  are  Saxon  Jaegers  and  are  Storm  troops. 
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By  reason  of  the  non-advance  of  the  left  of  the  113th,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  Co  C  of  116th  and  a  MG  plat  in  to  clear  up  the  BULTRUY 
WOODS.  This  enabled  the  line  to  advance  to  26.0—82.3.  At  the 
end  of  the  day  the  line  116th  Inf  extended  practically  East  and  West 
between  25   and  26   along  82.4. 

2.  The  116th  has  not  yielded  any  ground  at  any  time. 

3.  Before  daylight  this  morning  the  2  bns  in  yesterday's  attack  were 
relieved  by  fresh  troops  who  are  now  advancing.  The  fresh  troops 
are  my  reserve  bn  and  the  brig  reserve,  consisting  of  the  2d  Bn,  115th 
Tnf,  which  was  placed  under  Col  Kelley's  command. 

4.  The  33d  Division  has  advanced  well  forward. 

5.  The  115th  has  not  been  able  to  keep  up  with  33d  Div. 

6.  The    arty    counter-fire    is    practically    worthless. 

The  Germans  fire  continuously,  both   with   MG  and  arty. 

7.  The  men  are  tired  but  dogged. 

8.  Kitchens    well    up    and    food    going    forward. 

9.  CP  116th  under  fire  2  PM. 

10.  BOIS  ETEAYE  will  have  to  be  taken  by  57th  Brig,  or  heavily  shelled 
by  long  arty  barrage,  before  line  can  go  forward.  Enemy  arty  and 
M(J   enfilade   right  of  110th. 

JONES,    (Div    Inspector). 


From  Continuing    (sic),  Lt.  Col,    113th   Inf.   Seed    14:00 — 10/16/18 — at   Dug- 
out 25.9—81.88. 
To  Commanding  Officer   113th   Inf, 

Am    in    liaison    with    right    of    llo'th;    58th    Brig   line   right    tO   left    afl    follows: 

2  cos  115th;  Company  B,  Co.  A  and  I),  llflth  Inf,  their  right  at  25.9— -81.88 
on  road.  Our  left  riow  company  <;  at  25.9 — 81.88.  Small  counter-attack  ap- 
parently on  now.  Will  rearrange  lines  when  over.  Result  of  coordinate  given 
yon  by  commanding  officer,  116th  Inf,  caused  U  Bobbins,  Kelley,  White,  my- 
self  and    3    enlisted    men    to    run    into    MG    ambush;    have   just    escaped.      1    s^'t 

killed;  Lt  Bobbins  severely  wounded.  Three  nests  attacked  us  simultaneously. 
They  are  at  approximately  25.80  82.15.  Am  proceeding  bach  to  CP,  via 
available  E.    Impossible  to  send  message  before  now. 

LAMBIE. 
(This  message  probably  phoned  by  CO  L18th  inf  to  div  message  center). 

###### 
By  Phone 

Prom  Operation   ().,  58th    Brig      L6  October    L8i 

4424—2806—6200  2554-  114*— 8010  -2829— 2900— 4001-  1207-  5275 
4001—5200—2000—1672—2547—2267-  1616  2806-  5200  2554-  .".its. 

Line  at   end  of  day    10/10/18: 

24.00—82.90;  24.50— €8.05:  25.00  -88.10;  25.00    82.80:  26.f0  —82.10. 


By    /'hour 

17:10— 58th    Brig   to    Bowen:-  -115th    [ni  on   objective,  as   is   indicated   by 

coordinates  in  div  order,  and  reports  that  there  is  good  defensive 
ground  ID  front  of  him,  States,  however,  that  map  represents  the  ac- 
tual ground  quite   inaccurately,     He  encountered   considerable   resis- 
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tance  but  states  that  116th  's  left  is  also  in  liaison  with  him  on  the 
objective.  116th  is  still  awaiting  full  reports  on  his  front  but  above 
report  of  115th  inclines  me  to  believe  that  he  is  substantially  on  the 
objective  determined  in  my  conversation  with  the  C  of  S  and  G-3. 

****** 

HEADQUARTERS  29TH  DIVISION, 
Mem.  to  CO  272d  Aero  Squadron:  16  October  18. 

Request  flights  as  follows,   17   Oct  18: 

9:00   o'clock— 11:30— 2:30. 
to   reconnoiter   for  enemy   activity. 

W.   S.   BOWEN, 
Lt.  Col.,  General  Staff, 
A.  C.  of  S.,  G-3. 
****** 

By  Phone 
16  :00 — From    Liaison   Officer,    33d   Div   to    Col   Bowen : — Following    messages 
reed.      13 — 15  o'clock:      Troops  have   reached  their  objective  and  are 
digging  in.     Liaison  good.     CG  65th  Brig   (right  brigade). 

12:28:  Pine  Tree  1  (CO  Right  regt,  33d  Div)  reports  that  we  have 
arrived  at  82.8.  Am  in  close  liaison  with  115th  Inf.  Gaps  caused  by 
movements  of  115th   Inf,  to  right  have  been  filled  in. 

Lt.  CLEVERDON. 

****** 

By  Phone 
10:00 — From   Liaison    Officer,    33d    Div,    to    Col    Bowen: — Following    message 
received:     Pine  Tree  1   (CO.  Right  Regt,  33d  Div)   reports  everything 
going   nicely.     He  will   not   say  he  has   reached   his   objective  but   CG 
65th  Brig   (right  brig)    thinks  he  has. 
(Sgd)   CG   65th  Brig    (right   brigade). 

****** 

By  Phone 
18:55— CG   58th   Brig   to  CG,   C  of   S  and   G-3,   29th    Div:— 115th   and   116th 
both    on    prescribed    objective.      Both    confirmed    previous    report    that 
they  have  arranged  with  their  arty  liaison  for  a  protective  barrage. 

****** 

By  Phone 

11:07— From  Opns  O,  58th  Brig.   To  G-3:— 1705— 1644— 1943— 1593— 5126— 

4973 — 1127 — 1692— 1705— 1644— 1943— 5011—  3489 — 4071 — 4170 — 4538 

—5784—3822 — 4456 — 4692—3643—3792—2291—3875—2500  —2958  — 

3525—2714—3792—2118—3720—3244—3573—2164—  1943  —  1593  — 

4692. 

****** 

The  following  note  was  made  at  the  time  by  Major  John  P.  Hill,  Division 
Judge  Advocate,  Liaison  Officer  to  XVII  Corps: 

By  Phone 

Wednesday  16  Oct  18 — Report  reed.  10:25  from  Opns  O,  58th  Brig.  Re- 
ported by  G-3   29th  Div. 

"Enemy  arty  ceased  completely  on  this  sector  about  7:30.  Before  this 
for  24  hours  unusually  heavy  arty  fire  on  whole  sector  especially  5:00  o'clock 
this   morning. 
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1  115th   Inf   reports  at   11:07:      Take-off  at   zero   hour   under   heavy   arty 
fire  from  East. 

'116th  Inf  reports:      Take-off  at  zero  hour  under  decreasing  arty  fire. 

****** 

17  October  18 

By  Phone 
10:25— From  Opns  O,  58th  Brig  to  Col  Bowen:—  At  6:15  enemy  counter- 
attacked on  high  ground  at  left  of  116th  sector.  It  was  easily  re- 
pulsed. Our  arty  assisted.  From  6  to  10  o'clock  arty  unusually  quiet 
on  entire  front  and  rear  area.  Front  line  substantially  sustained  as 
at  16:30  and  in  good  defensive  position.  Patrols  sent  ahead  at  500 
yards  to  the  North  from  the  regt  on  our  left. 
Received  by  Lt.  Reynolds. 


****** 


From  113th  Inf  at  PC,  17  Oct  18— 8:40— No  1— By  Mtd  (Messenger?) 
thru   Brig— To  G-3,   29th   Division: 

Report  followng  casualties  for  16  inst.: 

1  officer  severely  wounded;  9  men  killed;  2  severely  wounded;  50  slightly 
wounded;    7    missing;    5    gassed   slightly. 

Effective  strength  12  midnight,  line  only— 37  officers,  1214  men. 

POPE. 

****** 

Report  on  units  of  114th  Inf  in  Reserve. 

Companies  A,  B,  C,  I)  and  L,  are  stationed  in  ravine  SE  of  COTE  DES 
ROCHF;S;  commanded  by  Capt  Rohrback  until  Major  Taylor  is  relieved  in 
the   sector   now    occupied    by    114th    Inf. 

Capt  Rohrback  is  to  send  a  liaison  officer  to  58th  Brig  Hq  and  to  report 
personally    before    noon    today. 

The  average  Strength  of  the  Companies  is  approximately  50  men;  the 
morale   of    these    men    is    execellent. 

The  Bn  Comdr  has  been  instructed  to  reorganize  companies,  plats  and 
squads,   also   to   have  equipment    overhauled,    and    to    procure   ammunition    at    the 

dumps* 

0.   0.    MacLKOI). 

(Asst.  Gr-8f) 

The  following  note  was  marie  at  the  time  by  Major  .John  J\  Hill,  Division 
Judge  Advocate,  Liaison  Officer  to  XVII   Corps: 

By  Phone 
17   October   18   from   29th    Div.      11  :r,:>   hrs.-— Report   thru    Mjijor   Hill,   Liai- 
son Officer : 

"Weak  counterattack  on  left  of  llfith  Inf  at  0:1.",  o'clock,  17  Oct  18, 
easily    repulsed." 

###### 

By  Phone 
21:20 — Col  Palmer  to  Bowen: — Average  rifle  strength  of  both  regts  today  is 
75  men  per  company. 

The   total   effective   strength    of    11.1th    Tnf    is    approximately    1400; 
the  116th  Inf  iH  roughly  the  same. 

This   gives   a   strength    in   flftch    front    line   bn   of  800   rifles. 
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By  Phone 
22:09 — From   Intelligence    Officer,   57th   Infantry   Brigade,   to    Bowen: — thru 
Message    Center: — Machine    gun    sniping    all    day    from    27.2 — 81.3. 
Sounds  coming   from  direction  of  CREPION   suggests   a  relief  being 

made. 

(MYERS) 
****** 

By  Phone 
22:30— CG   58th   Inf  Brig  to   Capt   Myers    (Asst.   G-3)  :— 115th   Inf   reported 
activity  on  their  front.     Barrage  has  been  laid.     Feel  confident  we  can 
take  care  of  it  satisfactorily. 


18  October  18 

By  Courier 
From  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig  CP— 18  Oct  18— 34:00— No.  13. 
To  G-3,  29th  Division: 

Position  57th  Brig  CP  26.0—76.7   (no  change). 

113th   Inf  CP  26.5—77.8;    1st  Bn  26.6—79.1;   2d  Bn  26.2—80.2,   3  Cos  of 
this  bn  in  line,  1   co  in  support.     3d  Bn  26.05 — 78.2. 
111th   Machine  Gun  Bn.  CP  26.5—77.8. 
114th  Inf.  CP  and  2d  and  3d  Bus  less  L  Co,  at  24.8—77.1.    1st  Bn  and  L  Co 

25.2— 78.5. 

Much  enemy  airplane  activity  throughout  entire  morning.  Flights  in  the 
region  to  the  North  and  Northeast  of  HAI'MONT-SAMOGNEUX  line.  Three 
French  airplanes  appeared  twice  in  the  distance.  Boche  flying  in  flights  of 
Eve*,  seven  and  eight.  Allied  anti-aircraft  btrys  took  little  part.  Periodical 
firing  by  our  arty  during  morning;  75s  and  155s.  Boche  answered  very  infre- 
quently and  then   by  only  section  and  platoon  salves. 

Roads  are  drying  but  are  still  difficult.  113th  Inf  in  reserve  positions  is 
Cleaning  up  and  reorganizing  and  refitting.  Those  at  COTE  DES  ROCHES 
ir  much  belter  shape  than  was  the  bn  and  L  Co,  who  were  there  yesterday. 

Correct  111th  Machine  Gun  Bn,  position  in  first  part  of  this  message.  111th 
Machine   Gun   Bn,   CP   24.8—77.1.     Cos   in   the   vicinity  immediately   South  of 

SAMOGNEUX. 

RANDALL. 


19  October  18 

By  Phont 

14:00— Prom    Hill    to    MacLeod:— Use    MARRE-CUM1ERES-REGNEVILLE- 
SAMOGNEUX  road  as  little  as  possible  night  of  19-20  Oct. 

By  Courier 
From   Liaison   Officer,   57th  Brig— 19   Oct   18—10:00   o 'clock— No.   15. 

To  G-3: 

113th  Inf  reports:  "A  relieved  F,  C  relieved  G  and  extended  its  left  to 
CR  25.8—82.2  and  is  now  in  physical  liaison  with  right  of  "G'  116th  Inf. 
Co  E  right  Co  of  113th  Inf  line.  H  in  support.  Cos  F  and  G  with  support 
bn   at   26.5—79.05.     No  change   in   reserve  bn. " 
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Boche  planes  over  BRABANT  and  COTE  DES  ROCHES  driven  away  by 
anti-aircraft  barrage  9:30,  were  quite  high.  A  few  French  planes  out.  In- 
termittent firing  by  both  sides;   Boche  against  region  W  of  HAUMONT. 

RANDALL. 

****** 

By  Phone 
Front  Line  19  Oct  18. 

113th  Line.  (Supply)  Maps:  Pope,  18-1/20,000 

C   (25.8—82.3;  25.85—81.95;  26.— 81.85)       Tydings,  6-1/10,000  or  1/5,000 

A   (26.15—81.65;   26.15—81.50).  . 

E   (26.6—81.35). 

(Sgd)      113th  Infantry.  (Attend  to)   Stragglers. 

****** 

20  October  18 

By  Phom 

9:40— From  C.G.,  57th  Brig  1  to  G-3:—  Change  of  station   1st  Bn   114th  Inf 
and  Co  L  completed. 

****** 

By   Mot  ore  ye  list 

From   G-3,   PC  GFYXKMER— 10/20/18— 12:30— No.  2. 

To  CO  110th  MG  Bn. 

Report  location  your  battalion  and  precise  location  rour  PC. 

BOWEN, 

****** 

By  Orderly 

From  G-3,   PC  GUYNEMER-- 10/20/18  -16:35— No.  3. 
To  CO  l.'stj,  FA  Brigade. 

Allowance  o±  ammunition  for  D  day:     For  75'i    2  dayB  of  fore:  t"<>r  i5Sfs 
— 3  days  oi  fire. 

BOWEN. 

****** 

90th  Squadron  at  80UTLLY    Code  Name— Plying   Fish. 
1st.  Lt  If.  A.  Lake  reports  as  liaison  officer  for  the  day. 

****** 

21  October  18 

(Dropped   McH&age) 
From   90th   Aero  Nqmiflron   Oct   21,    18: 

Nothing  to  report. 

7. or,  enemy  plane  called  for  enemy  lines  over  BOIS  DE  sivhv  with  green 
rocket  or  flare.  We  irere  too  far  to  pick  them  up,  don't  think  he  stayed  to 
get  them ;  be  left  noon  as  we  started  for  him. 

Unable  to  see  any  increments  behind  enemy  lines.  Beavy  mist,  visibility 
poor. 

vLt.    A.    T.    GBIER,    2d    lit.,   90th    A.M. 

****** 
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By  Phone 

From  Liaison  Officer  at  57th  Brig— To  G-3. 
1 1  :10:  15  Boche  shells  9:30  to  9:40  vicinity  of  SAMOGNEUX.  75  Boche  shells 
on  RAVINE  DE  BOUSSIERES  and  vicinity  of  HAUMONT  9:45  to  10:15, 
77s  and  a  few  larger  mustard  gas  shells  near  113th  Inf,  1st  Bn;  7  men  burned; 
113th  Inf  report  confirming  and  no  other  known  casualties. 

RANDALL. 
****** 

Dropped  Message 

90th  Aero  Squadron,  Lt  Burger,  Observer;  Lt  Conover,  Pilot: — 

29th  Div  sector  and  French  sector  very  quiet.     No  signs  of  movements  in 

enemy  lines. 

A.  J.  BURGER,  90th  Aero  Squadron. 

(Reed.  12:25  o'clock  10/21/18) 

****** 

By  Phone 
12:28— From  Opns   O,  57th  Brig  to   G-3— The   kitchens   in  BRABANT  have 
been  receiving  a  small  concentration  of  gas  for  the  past  20  minutes, 
11:45  to  12:05  o'clock.     Other  than  that  nothing  reported. 

****** 
The  following  note  was  made  at  the  time  by  Major  John  P.  Hill,  Division 
.Judge  Advocate,  Liaison  Officer  to  XVII  Corps: 

By  Phone 
21  Oct  18— Report  at   11:20  from  29th  Div  U.S.   (Thru  Major  Hill). 
Report  received  at  CP  29th  Division  at  10:55  from  friendly  infantry  plane: 
' '  Panels  displayed  in  response  to  my  signals  at   10:55   on  the  normal  ob- 
jective— 82.5— 27.0*;   27.5— 81.8." 

****** 

21  o'clock,  21  Oct  18.  ' 
American  Communique 
West  of  the  MEUSE  our  troops  have  continued  their  pressure  on  the  enemy. 
East  of  BANTHEVILLE,  in  the  course  of  local  fighting  in  the  BOIS-DE- 
RAPPS,  they  have  taken  over  100  prisoners.  On  the  entire  front  North  of 
VHRDUN  there  has  been  heavy  arty  and  MG  fire.  So  far,  counterattacks  have 
been  thrown  back  with  heavy  losses  to  the  enemy.  During  the  heavy  fighting 
of  the  past  week,  North  of  VERDUN,  we  have  drawn  from  other  parts  of  the 
Western  front,  a  considerable  and  increasing  number  of  German  divisions, 
which  are  bitterly  contesting  every  foot  against  our  strong  attack,  in  order  to 
secure  the  retreat  of  the  German  Army,  the  position  of  which  has  been  com- 
promised by  the  attacks  from  South  and  West. 

****** 

By  Phone 
7:20— 7:45— From  F.A.E.  PARR,  90th  Aero  Squadron  to  Lt.  Col.  Bowen:— 
Smoke    at    BRIEULLES.      Much    smoke   near   DUN-SUR-MEUSE    and 
DOULCON.     Shells  (150  's)  falling  around  24.2—84.0;  26.5—82.8;  27.0 

83.7.     Our  troops  seen  in  edge  of  woods  by  MOLLEVILLE  FARM. 

Btry  in  action  at  about  27.6 — 86.7.  / 


22ND  OCTOBER,  1918  359 

22  October  18     ' 

Dropped  Message 

To  29th  Div: — There  are  no  movements  apparent  back  of  the  Boche  lines 
but  owing  to  bad  visibility  it  was  impossible  to  go  far  over. 

An  attempted  arty  reglage  with  a  btry  had  to  be  called  off  because  it  is 
impossible  to  do  spotting. 

No  enemy  air-craft  seen. 

H.  A.  LAKE,  90th  Aero  Squadron. 

Reed.   12:40. 


By  Phone 

12:50 — From  58th  Brig  to  Lt  Reynolds: — Reported  one  77  field  piece  at  23.9 — 
81.65  in  first  class  condition.  Sights  present.  85  ammunition  boxes 
3  shells  per  box,  some  high  explosive  and  some  gas.  Dead  Saxon  from 
102d  and  103d  in  vicinitv. 


By  Runner 

From  C.G.,  58th  Brig  CP— 22  Oct  18 — 11 :00 — To  G-3,  29th  Div: 
I  note  on  the  diagram  of  barrage  and  accompanying  fire  that  the  upper 
inclined  part  of  the  jumping  off  line  extends  to  about  83.1.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  as  explained  to  you  over  telephone,  it  extends  to  present  front  line  de 
termined  by  the  ravine  about  82.85.  I  know  thai  you  understood  this,  but  I 
would  like  to  be  sure  thai  the  arty  plan  con  forms  and  would  request  you  to 
take  it  up  with  Fleming  if  you  consider  it  necessary.  T  would  also  appreciate 
it  if  I  could  know  something  more  about  the  arty  cover  North  of  the  existing 
sector  of  the  115th  Inf.  I  presume  this  is  assigned  to  the  15th  Colonial  Divi- 
sion. 

PALMER. 


Dropped  Afrttsafjc 

From  90th  Aero  Squadron,  Oct  22,   1918—15:50. 

No  movements  seen  behind  enemy  lines  on  roads  or  trenches.  .Two  enemy 
shells  seen  to  (burst;  just  South  of  BOI8  DE  OONSENVOYE.  Tnable  to 
locate  enemy  arty  flashes  because  of  mist.  Anti  aircraft  fired  at  us  at  about 
900  meters  alt.  over  HOIS  DE  OHAXJME  (indecipherable)  lines  unable  to 
say  if  they   were    fired   by   the   enemy   or  our  own   arty;    they   were    EE   shells. 

A.  T.  GEIER,   2d   Lt,   U5th    Inf, 

U.S.A.   attach.    90th    Aero    Sq. 


By  Phone 

IP'Oe— Prom  Opns  O,  57th  Brig  to  (J  .'', :— Opns.  (),  113th  Inf  reports  enemy 
Shelling  very  heavily  in  immediate  vicinity  of  1st  I'm,  113th  Inf  OP  and 
2d    Bn,    113th    Inf.      Intermittent    shelling   vicinity   of   regimental    CP. 

Reed,  by  G-3,  18:10  o'clock.  Signed  Opm  (),  57th   Brig. 
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•    23  October  18 

By  Phone 

6:30 — Reckord  to   G-3 : — Mist   out   here   is  very  heavy.     Can't   see   50   yards. 
Very  little  arty.     All  O.K. 

****** 

By  Phone 

6:40 — Reckord  to  G-3: — Went  off  exactly  on  time.     Up  to  jump-off.     No  one 
could  be  seen  for  100  meters. 

****** 

By  Phone 
7:20 — From  Opns  O,  58th  Brig  to  Capt  Myers   (Asst.  G-3): — Front  line  can- 
not be  followed  by  observation  posts  because  of  poor  visibility.     Every- 
thing went  off  on  time. 

****** 
By  Phone 

8:10 — Opns  O,  58th  Brig,  to  MacLeod: — Barrage  is  good;  operation  continues; 

visibility   poor. 

****** 

By  Phone 

8:15—  From  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig  PC  to  G-3 :— About  30—77  (mm)  and 
20 — 155  (mm)  shells  fell  in  vicinity  of  57th  Brig  PC  from  6  to  7  o 'clock. 
There  were  also  six  duds.  The  noise  of  these  shells  and  our  own  guns 
made  it  Impossible  to  distinguish  much  in  direction  which  was  generally 
NTS  to  S\V.  About  15  other  shells  of  77  and  155  along  HAUMOXT- 
SAMOGNEUX   ROAD  and  on  hill  South  of  HAUMONT. 

RANDALL. 

****** 

By  Phone 
9-00 — CG   58th   Brig   to   Bowen: — Have  had  no   reports   since   Reckord    (CO. 
115th)    told  me  just  after  kick-off  that  our  arty  preparation   was  very 
intense  and  movement   started  on  time.     All  wires  were  soon  afterward 
broken,     But  little  Boche  fire  here  in  the  back  area. 

****** 

By  Phone 
7:55— From   M.T.O.    Corps— To   29th    Div:— 320— 746— 001— 351— 021— 153— 
051—755—101—753—151—155. 

M.T.O. 

****** 

Dropped  Message 

From  90th  Aero  Squadron— 23  Oct  18— 8:15:— Our  troops  seemed  to  shoot 
Bengal  Mares  in  Western  edge  of  BOIS  DE  ETRAYES ;  mist  and  clouds  so 
heavy  can  hardly  see  ground. 

Look  out  for  suspicious  looking  Brequet  over  26  and  29th  Div  sector. 

Engine  trouble,   must  return. 

A.  T.  GRIER, 
2d  Lt,   115th  Inf,  U.S.A., 
90th  Aero  Squadron. 


23RD  OCTOBER,  1918  361 

The  following  are  notes  made  at  the  time  by  Major  John  P.  Hill,  Division 
Judge   Advocate,   Liaison   Officer   to   XVII   Corps: 

Report  from  29th  Div.  by  phone  at  14:15,  23  Oct   18: 

Following  reports  received  by  29th  Div  at  times  noted  below.  13:40, 
"313th  Inf  CP.  Received  by  runner  at  8:20  from  1st  Bn  113th  Inf  this  mes- 
sage:     'Passed  intermediate  objective  at   8:20,  casualties  light.'    " 

13:32:  By  telephone — "Advance  of  116th  Inf  slow,  meeting  with  stub- 
born resistance.  (No  time  of  this  report  given).  10  prisoners  on  way,  from 
5th  and  6th  Cos.  of  103d  Saxon  Regt.  M 

14:10:  By  telephone — "116th  Inf  reports  through  115th  Inf  that  com- 
manding officer  116th  Inf  has  sent  for  confirmation  of  aeroplane  report  (pre- 
viously reported).  Last  information  from  116th 's  own  sources  that  116th 's 
line  is  still  fighting  on  North  and  South  line  to  rear  of  intermediate  objective. 
116th   Inf   now   advancing  slowly  and   encountering   stiff   resistance. 

By  Phone 

From  29th  Division.— 23  Oct  18,  17:30  hours.     (Hill,  Liaison  Officer). 

Confirmation  that  113th  Inf  has  attained  normal  objective.  All  units  of 
29th  Division  have  attained  normal  objective  and  are  in  liaison  with  each 
other  and    with   26th    Division,    U.S. 

By  Phone 
Report   from    29th    Division    at    20:30,   23   Oct    IS— (Major    Hill). 
16:50   from   57th    Brig  "  Kncmy 's    155's   firing   on   HAU.MONT.      Phosgene 
gas  at  57th  Brig  CP." 

17:00   from    115th    Inf:      "We  are   on   covering   line   as   indicated    in    order, 

except  on  our  extreme  right,  where  we  are  in  liaison  with  116th   Inf.     Save 
RAVINE"  (D'BTBAYES)  "absolutely  covered." 

17:12  from   l  L6tfc   Inf  "Immediate  norma]  objective  reached  <>n  schedule 

time  by  two  companies — every  effort    being   mnde  to  arrange  entire   line  on   oh 
jective    tonight.      Kncmy   ;.rty   still   active,   covering    the    woods   occupied    by    our 
front." 

18:05  "Our  moving  machine  gun  barrage  in  front  of  LIStJj  Inf  and   L16th 

Inf  from  tl.e  jump  off  to  1  lie  normal   objective  was  reported   by  the  infantry  U8 
excellent—  90,000   rounds   fired— helped   the  morale  of  our  troops. 

18:25  from  57th  Brig,"Two  oHiccrs  reporl  1st  Bn  of  ll.'ith  Inf.  on  nornml 
obiective    in    (dose    liaison    with    troops   OH    their    right    and    left.      Small    counter 

attach  repulsed  without  trouble." 

To   d'Avila    (G-3,    XVII    Corpe)    al    20:50    (Signed)    HILL. 

By  Phone 

9:10— Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig  tO  Bowen:-    Liaison  Officer  .'it  "'1st    Inf  Brig  re 

ports  "barrage  started  on  time.     Boche  counter-battery  quickly.     Bn 

reported    in    position    on    time.  ' 

At  8:45  single  Boche  plane  Hying  aboul    L500   feet   up  passed  over 
118th  inf  and  57th  Brig  fired  a1  by  A. A.  and  machine  guns  and  turned 

back.       Flew    lower   over     ll.'.th     Inf    than    here. 

By    I' li<> lie 

From    51st    Inf.    Brig    to    Lt    MacLeod  : 
7*35- Report     received    gas    being    thrown     in    valley    on     our    left     between    the 

BOI8   DB  LA   BEINE  and   BOI8  D'ORMONT. 
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8:10 — Keport  that  attack  started  well;  arty  and  MG  barrage  effective. 
8:45 — Heavy  barrage  put  down  in  front  of  102d  Inf  position. 
9:01 — Communications   improving.     Our   arty  going  strong.     Enemy   MG   ac- 
tivity nil. 

****** 

By  Phone 
The  following  messages  were  received  by  Liaison  Officer,  from  26th  Divi- 
sion to  29th  Division  at  9:50  o'clock,  from  Hq,  26th  Div   (G-2). 
8:35_Six  White  star  rockets  from  plane  over  BOIS  CONSENVOYE.     Plane 

not  identified. 
9:30 — Enemy  plane  directing  arty  fire  on  2d  Bn,  102d  Inf. 
9-40 — Xo  information  received  so  far  indicating  how  first  phase  has  developed 

(From  102d  Inf  Hq). 
9.43 — poor  visibility  prevents  observation  of  troop  movements  from  the  left 
of  the  3d  Bn,  102d  Inf.  Our  arty  is  dropping  shells  on  BELLEU  BOIS, 
steadily.  Message  No.  31 — From  Message  Center,  26th  Division  Hq. 
The  following  message  dropped  at  9:30  by  aviator: — 2d  Lt  Peidenis 
(French  observer)  to  Hq,  26th  Div — "Observation  impossible  at  be- 
ginning because  of  fog.     Upon  my  request  for  marking  out  line,  T  saw 

no  rockets  and  no  panels." 

****** 

By  Phone 
10:25— From   Liaison    Officer   at   57th   Brig— To   G-3:— 16   Boche   planes   over 
OBMONT,  MALBROUCK  and  HAUMONT.    No  allied  planes  in  sight. 
Only    4    allied    planes   seen    during   morning.      Anti-aircraft    arty    very 

ineffective. 

RANDALL. 

##**** 

By  Phone 
10:34— 57th   Brig   to  Bowen:—  113th   Inf  reports  that  line   is  advancing  well 
but   casualties  are  heavy   from  enemy  arty  and   MGs. 

****** 

By  Phone 
10:50— Opus  O,  57th  Brig  to  Bowen:— 51st  Inf  Brig,  reports  9:40  enemy 
planes  directing  arty  fire  on  27.4—79.8.  9:50:— 3d  Bn,  101st,  has  not 
moved  at  this  time  (8:04);  many  casualties.  Airplane  asked  "Where 
are  yon,"  over  intermediate  objective  at  8:50.  Patrol  has  left  the 
left  Hank  of  102d  to  connect  with  right  of  101st.  Still  have  no  com- 
munication   with    101st. 

*      *      *      *     ,»      » 

By  Phone 
11:00— Col   Clomnn   to   Major  Hill,   17th   A.C.:— Ask   Corps   if  they   intend  to 
keep  ravine  to  the  North  of  our  line  gassed  all  day  and  all  night. 


****** 


By  Phone 
11:05— Major  Hill,   17th  A.C.  to  Col  Cloman :— Corps  telephoned  to  arty  and 

then  replied  "It  will  be  done." 

****** 

Dropped  Message 
From  90th    Aero   Squadron,   Plane   No.   4— Lieut   Burger   Observer— Lieut. 

Cohovct  Pilot: 
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.-,—  Unable  take  lines  at  10:30  due  to  enemy  aircraft.     Our  men  at  27.5 — 
81.8  also  at  27.0 — 83.5;   panels  shown  at  latter  place. 
Our  barrage  falling  at  27.6 — 84.1. 


By  Phone 

11:1.3— Col  Bowen  to  Major  Hill,  Liaison  Officer  to  17th  Corps:— Infantry 
plane  reports  panels  displayed  in  response  to  his  signal  on  the  normal 
Objective  at  10:55  o'clock.     Line  27 — 82.5,  27.5 — 81.8. 


By  Phone 
—68th  Brig  reports  brigade  line  advancing  Bteadily  and  in  liaison.    Right 

id    up    at    this    tame    by    well    directed    arty    fin-.      Radio    and   telephone 

out  of  commission.     115th    Inf  left   reported  at  25.7 — 82.5.     Evidently 
enemy  expected   farther  attack  and   s<>   placed   },js  barrage  on  our  normal 
front. 
9:15— Heavy  hfG  fire  directed  on  KOTRTKS.      Probably  ours.     This  from  115th 
Inf. 

<".'-.,   5sr h    Brig   to  G-3— Unable  to  communicate    with   Mould   or   Mortal 

(l)5th  Enf)    by   radio  or  telephone.     Message  sent   by   Mortal   by  courier  at 

thai  advance  of  M5ti,  was  held  ap  al  start  by  well  directed  arty  lire. 

He  was  "i  contact  with   110th  and  bis  besl    informatioii   was  thai   line  was 

steadily  advancing. 

Advise  me  if  you  have  anj  informatioii  iron,  aeroplanes. 

NOTE:     Mold  in  first   line  above  should  evidently   be  Month   (116th  int.) 

is  fie-  way  the  mcMftagn   w;i  vi\   by  the  <ouri«-r  ;it    Brig    Bq, 

Taken  by  me  over  phone. 

.J..\  < 


Message  from  ETq,  20th   D  11:40  by  Liaison  Officer, 

A  message  to  CO    103d    Inf  reports  thai   nl    H):  I"  pm^ri-ss   wan  satisfactory. 

Norma]  objective  had  been  taken  end  BELLEU  BOIS      exploitation  in  pm^- 

Case  normal 

(probably  by  phone  from  CP  heptane  .-it  BBAS 


/;>/  Phone 
12:25— From  Opm  0,  58th  int  Hi  M  NfncLeod:     ll5tfa  tnt  reports  they 

are  near  normal  objective.    Liaison  good.     Decreasing  enem}  arty  ac 
tivitv.     (10:60  o'clock). 


10:60.  Oar  troops  entered   woods  over  bill  87.8-  81.6.   Prisoners  in  some  num- 
bers senl   back.     They  are  Saxons, 
(The  first  part  of  thii  message  Is  missing). 

By  rii  nin 

I2:0fi  Prom  Liaison  Officer,  67th  Brig  To  G  8i  Capl  Lambie,  2d  Bn,  L18th 
Inf.  reports  to  116th  [nf  and  repeated  hers  al  11:00  o'clock:  ''Heavy 
arty  Are  prevents  my  moving  Dp  to  original  position.  "This  is  the  rap 
port  bn.  CO  118th  Inf  has  reed,  no  irord  from  his  front  line.   Boche  arty 
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fired  a  few  rounds  of  light  and  155  on  road  HAUMONT-SAMOGNEUX 
at  11:00  o'clock. 

RANDALL. 

*     *     *     *     *     * 

11:25  AM.  Message  to  JOYFUL  1  (CO.  103d  FA  of  26th  Div)  at  10:55  o'clock 
reports  that  at  10:10  o'clock  progress  was  satisfactory.  Normal  objec- 
tive had  been  taken  and  BELLEU  BOIS  exploitation  was  in  progress. 
Casualties  normal. 

****** 

By  Phone 

12:15 — From  57th  Brig  to  G-3  : — Liaison  Officer  at  Jackson  (51st  Brig  of  26th 
Div.)  reports;  "1st  Bn,  101st  reached  letter  H  in  HOUPPY  BOIS  at 
8  o  'clock ;  little  opposition  and  few  casualties.  Enemy  arty  fire  on 
MOLLEVILLE  FARM  causing  losses.  Neutralization  has  been  asked 
for.  At  10:50  entering  wood  on  hill  27.3 — 81.6.  Prisoners  coming  in. 
Our  troops  ordered  to  push  ahead  as  per  schedule. ' '  58th  Brig  reports 
French  airplane  observed  enemy  barrage  on  SW  edge  of  BOIS  DE 
(REPIOX  and  East  of  BOIS  BELLEU,  no  hour  given  on  this  barrage. 

RANDALL   (Liaison  Officer) 
****** 

MESSAGE  CENTER  26th  Division  23  Oct.  18. 

11:85.     Capt.  WOLCOTT  to  Sgt.  Major  GAVIN, 

For  Colonel  DO  WELL  (G-3,  26th  Div). 

The  following  message  received  from  airplane  at  10:55.  The  coordinates 
seem  to  be  unreliable,  but  I  give  it  literally — 

"  ('liable  to  take  lines  at   10:30  due  to  enemy  aircraft.     Our  men  at  27.5 — 
81.8,  also  at   27.0 — 83.5.     Panels  show  at  latter  place.     Our  barrage  falling  at 
27.6—84.1. 
Copy  to 

Colonel  H.  I.  BEABSS,  Comdg  51st  Inf  Brig 

Capt   E.  G.  Taylor,  Liaison  Officer  with  29th  Div. 
for   their    information. 

O.K. 

*##**♦ 

B  y  Phone 

12:10 From   Lt    Parr,   90th    Aero   8q,   to  29th   Div    (Aero  Message)    see  map 

also:  Heavy  Boche  shelling  in  open  space  and  woods  near  MOLLE- 
VILLK  FARM;  also  in  woods  to  XE  of  FARM  at  ETRAYE.  Boche 
balloon    North    of    BABAUMONT. 

(Reed.    12:25/) 

MEMORANDUM   FOB  G-3,  23  Oct  18. 

I  have  just  bad  conversation  with  Intelligence  Officer,  58th  Brig  who  gives 
the  following:  "10:50 — Our  advance  has  approximately  attained  its  objec- 
tive  excellent   liaison — and  report  considerable  decrease  of  arty  activity.     At 

10:00  o'clock,  divisional  observers  report  14  Boche  planes  over  our  lines,  flying 
very  low."  This  message  was  taken  at  1  :12.  Immediately  afterwards  another 
call  came  telling  that  troops  in  front  lines  report  their  inability  to  answer 
friendly  aeroplanes  by  displaying  panels  because  of  the  extreme  and  effective 
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interference  of  enemy  planes.     In  other  words  our  lines  could  not  be  marked 
without  showing  the  enemy  our  whereabouts  also. 

G-2 

****** 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  G-3  23  Oct  18 

1.32.  Phone  message  just  received.  116th  Infantry's  advance  is  slow,  meet- 
ing with  stubborn  resistance.  10  prisoners  on  the  way  from  the  5th  and 
6th  companies  of  the   103d   Saxon  Regiment. 

G-2 

****** 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  CHIEF  OF  STAFF: 

Seven  prisoners  from  the  102d  Saxon  sent  in  by  57th  Brig  now  being  ex- 
amined. They  belong  to  the  32d  Div  which  has  been  in  front  of  us  since  Oct 
9th.  10  prisoners  above  from  the  5th  and  6th  companies  of  the  103d  Saxon 
arc  also  from  the  32d  Div  and  confirm  in  all  respects  the  order  of  battle.  No 
new  units  have  been  discovered.  Prisoners  now  being  examined  were  captured 
in  a  shell  hole  at  dawn  and  have  been  in  the  front  line  for  a  considerable 
time.     If  anything  of  interest  develops,  will  advise. 

G-2. 

****** 

By  Phone 
13:40 — Message  sent  by  runner  at  8:20  from  1st  Bn,  113th  Inf.     To  CO,  113th 
Inf,  received  at  13:30: — Passed  intermediate  objective  at  8:20;  casual- 
ties light. 

****** 

By  Phone 
13:42 — CO  58th  Brig  to  liowcn:-  The  following  message  from  Intelligence  Of- 
ficer, at  116th  Inf:  Advance  slow,  meeting  with  stubborn  resistance. 
Sending  10  prisoner!  direct  to  0*2  from  5th  and  0th  Cos,  103d  Saxon 
Regt.  Evidently  part  of  IWJtli  still  fighting  West  of  objective.  Am 
making  every  effort  to  secure  direct    report    from    1 16th   Inf. 

By    I' hour 

13:42— CG,  58th  Brig,  to  Bowen:-  -115th  inf  reports  that  his  advance  to  cover- 
ing line  was  Opposed  bv  very  heavy  arty  fire  from  NTS.  He  says  he  is  on 
covering  line  to  include  ravine  from  BTBAYB8.  I  have  wire  to  1  loth 
and  courier  thence  to  L16th  and  expect  direct  information  from  him 
soon.  I  have  no  confirmation  of  airplane  report  that  L16tfa  is  on  ob- 
jective. 

##**## 

By    /'hour 

K.lO—  From  CG,  58th  Brig  to  MacLeod:     Lldth  reports  thru  il5th  thai  lie 

has   sent    for   confirmation    of   airplane   report.      Last    Information    from 
his  own  sources  is  his  line  was  still   fighting  on    North  and  South   line  to 

rear  of   intermediate  objective.     He   wbm  advancing  slowly  ami   en- 
countering   stiff    resistance. 

By  Thorn 

14:4o— From  C0,  80th  Di?  to  CG  20th  Div:  The  26th  Div  congratulates  the 
29th   Div  on   the  success  of  its  operations  this  date. 


36G  29TH  DIVISION 

By  Phone 
14:45— From  CG,  58th  Inf  Brig  to  Lt  Col  Bowen:— Mouth  (116th  Inf)  re- 
ports thru  115th  Inf  as  follows:  il  113th  reported  as  having  reached 
objective;  no  report  from  my  own  line  yet. "  115th  Inf  reports  his  own 
line  on  covering  line  except  at  extreme  right  where  he  has  ordered  an 
immediate  advance. 

****** 

By  Phone 
14:12— From  CG.  57th  Brig  to  G-3:— 5444 — 4428—5809—3720—2352—2752— 
1543—4582—3720—1880—2762—2757—3472—1633—2742—2752—2752 
—2167—2438. 
Request  authority  to  relieve  113th  Inf  by  114th  Inf  tomorrow. 

UPTON. 

****** 

By  Phone 
15:35 — Opns  O,   57th    Brig   to   Bowen: — CO,   113th   Inf,   reports   intermediate 
objective  reached  at  8:20.     Advancing  to  27.2 — 82.6;   about  15  casual- 
ties. 6  prisoners  at  OP.     Arty  holding  up  advance  beyond  SW  slope  361. 

****** 

By  Phone 
2:55    (14:55) — From  57th  Inf  Brig  to  Lt  McLeod: — Thick  smoke  reported  to 
the   right   of    BELLEU   WOODS. 

****** 

By  Phone 
15:05— From   Lit   Pienon,  Pilot;   Lt  Hayden  Obs,  90th  Squadron,  to  Hq,  29th 
Div:     Reconnaissance  of  Sector: 

Large  fire,  starting  with  an  explosion  at  20.9 — 82.2  at  14:30  o'clock. 

Feu   shells  falling  in  Eastern  end  of  BOIS  D'ETRAYE  at  14:30  to 

14:40.    Small  fire  at  just  West  of  ETRAYE  about  500  meters  at  14:35. 

No    convoys    were    seen    on    roads    leading    through    REVILLE    and 

ETBAYE.      Xo   German    troops    were   seen   concentrated   in   open   and 

no   battery   flashes  were   observed   to   East   or   North. 

****** 

By  Phone 
15:30— From  CG,  58th  Inf  Brig  to  Lt  Col  Bowen:— I  have  just  heard  from 
1  16th  Inf.  He  Bays  that  his  liaison  with  113th  Inf  and  his  other  in- 
formation gives  him  the  impression  that  the  right  of  116th  Inf  prog- 
ressed and  is  on  the  normal  objective;  that  apparently  the  left  of 
116th  Inf  is  held  up  and  had  lost  liaison  with  the  advance  part  and 
that  as  his  only  communication  was  with  the  left  part  he  had  no  in- 
formation of  the  advance  part.  It  appears  now  though  still  subject 
to  confirmation  that  what  I  have  just  told  you  is  correct.  All  state- 
ments confirm  the  idea  that  the  shell  lire  along  the  crest  of  the  ridge 
has   been    terrific. 

****** 

By  Phone 
15:28—  57th  Brig  to  Bowen:— CO,  1st  Bn,  113th,  reports  from  26.35—81.9,  at 
10:50:     "Intermediate  objective  reached  at  8:20;  advancing  to  26.2 — 
82.6;  about   15  casualties.     Arty  holding  up  advance  beyond  SW  slope 
Hill  361." 
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This  came  thru  CO,  113th,  who  is  sure  point  26.2—82.6  is  point  27.2— 
82.6,  although  he  has  been  unable  to  verify  this  point.  58th  Brig  re- 
ports information  from  116th  "Fighting  on  North  and  South  line  to 
rear  of  intermediate  objective.  Advancing  slowly  against  stiff  resis- 
tance. M     113th  reports  6  prisoners   at   CP. 

****** 

23  October  18. 

MEMORANDUM  FOR  THE  CHIEF  OF  STAFF: 

Examination  of  the  7  prisoners  sent  forward  by  the  116th  and  113th  Inf 
discloses  the   following: 

1.  Our  arty  barrage  and  machine  gun  fire  was  so  accurate  and  in  such 
volume  that  the  troops  in  the  front  line  were  compelled  to  stick  close  to  every 
available  shelter.  Our  Inf  followed  the  preparatory  fire  so  closely  that  the 
machine  gunners  did  not  have  time  to  set  up  their  instruments. 

2.  The  order  of  battle  is  the  same  as  last  published.  No  new  units  have 
been   identified. 

3.  The  enemy's  defenses  consist  of  organised  shell  holes  and  a  very  com- 
plete system  of  wire  throughout  all  the  woods.  The  32d  Div,  the  unit  from 
which  these  men  come,  were  expecting  a  relief  today  or  tomorrow.  All  of  the 
prisoners  captured  are  from  the  same  bn,  two  cos  of  which  were  so  depleted 
by  losses  that  they  had  been  merged. 

4.  They  were  not  informed  by  their  officers  that  an  attack  was  imminent, 
though  from  the  thorough  combing  of  the  woods  yesterday  by  our  arty  and 
the  noises  of  wagons  and  other  preparation*  heard  yesterday  and  last  night, 
they  concluded  that  an  attack  WOB  imminent.  No  g;is  was  used  on  them,  but 
they  used  gas  on  our  people. 

5.  The  men  are  of  a  filthy  lot,  the  oldest  of  them  being  -'.',  years  of  age  am1 
according  to  their  statements  have  not  received  enough  water  in  the  front  lines 
to  wash  for  over  10  days.  They  claim  not  to  have  been  relieved  since  the  9th 
of  Oct,  the  same  units  having  been  occupying  the  front  lines  since  this  time. 
These  statements  seem  confirmatory  of  in  format  inn  already  in  our  hands. 
Their  morale  is  naturally  low  and  they  are  all  looking  forward  for  peace  and 
realize  that,  their  man  power  and   offensive  power   IS  exhausted. 

J.  A.  0UT0HINS, 

Gr-2,  29th  Div. 

****** 

By  Phone 
7-30 — Prom    May    (Opni   0,    Lldth    [nf)    to    Bowen:     Advance    progressing 

slowly.      Meeting  much    \](i   fire  and   heavy  arty   resistance. 


By  rii  on' 

11:30 — From  May  (Opm  O,  116th  [nf.)  to  Bowen:— Enemy  arty  very  active 
on  BOI8  B0880IS.    Progress  \ery  slow.     Enemy  making  strong  re 

sistance. 

By  Phone 

U;35 — From   May   (Operations  Officer,    1  With   Inf),  to   Bowen: — Advance  slow; 
.meeting   with   resistance. 


o 
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By  Phone 

15:28— From  57th  Inf  Brig  to  Lt  Col  Bowen:— CO  113th  Inf  reports,  "Can 
see  crest  of  hill  361.  All  quiet  there  and  apparently  inside  our  line; 
heavy  smoke  to  right  of  BELLEU  WOODS.  "—RANDALL. 


By  Phone 

15:55 — 58th  Brig  to  57th  Brig: — 58th  Brig  front  line  is  established  on  normal 
objective.  (Liaison  agent  from  57th  Brig  to  58th  Brig,  15:15  o'clock. 
Repeated  to  G-3). 


By  Phone 
10:15— From   Major   Hill   to   Capt   Myers    (Asst.    G-3)  :— BOIS   BELLEU   is 
taken. 


By  Phone 
Message  47.  Reed  by  26th  Div  Liaison  Officer, 

From  G-3,  26th  Div  (Message  Center):  at  hour  16:10 

At  15:20  our  Inf  airplane  dropped  a  sketch  at  these  Hq  showing  our  panels 
resting  on  E.  edge  of  BOIS  BELLEU.  Exploitation  of  these  woods  is  there- 
fore-  indicated    as  having   been   completed. 


By  Phone 

16:50—  From  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig  to  Col  Bowen: — Enemy  firing  155s  on 
HAUMOXT  and  RAyiNE  DE  BOUSSIERES  and  adjoining  road. 
Has  increased;  about  200  shots  in  the  last  hour.  Phosgene  gas  at  57th 
Brig.     Firing  is  500  yards  North  of  here.     (Signed)  RANDALL. 


By  Pit  on, 
16:50 — From  Liaison   Officer,   57th   Brig  to  Col- Bowen: — Graber  at   51st  Inf 
Brig  reports:      cl  Nothing  else  to  report.     Two  enemy  balloons  up  in 
rear  of  BRABANT,  one  in  front  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT. 


j  > 


By  Phone 

From  Liaison  Officer,  57th  Brig  to  Col  Bowen:— 113th  Inf  reports  "CO 
113th  Inf,  standing  outside  of  dugout,  observed  two  caterpillar  rockets  going 
up  from  direction  of  our  front;   this  at   15:45  o'clock. 

(Caterpillar  rocket   was  signal  meaning  "Objective  reached.") 


By  Phone 
lg;05 — From  Gen.  Upton  to  Bowen: — MG  barrage  fired   as  planned.     Placed 
moving  barrage   in  front  of   113th   and   116th   from  jump-off  point   to 
normal    objective.      Casualties    three   slightly   wounded.      Rounds   fired 
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90,000.     Several  men   and  officers  report  same  as  perfect  and  tell  me 
they  followed  MG  barrage  at  about  150  meters.     They  state  there  was 
a  continuous  stream  of  bullets  to  their  front  which  helped  morale  very 
much.     Colonel  of  26th  Div  on  right  of  113th  was  much  pleased  with 
our  work  and  asked  us  to  give  his  outfit  some  of  it.     We  did.     An  of- 
ficer of  his  regiment  states  "It  was  the  greatest  thing  I  ever  saw." 
We  don't  want  any  other  to  grab  credit  for  this.     As  far  as  I  can 
learn  no   infantry  men  were  hurt  by  us.     Prisoners  state   it  took  the 
heart  out  of  them.     Infantries  have  praised  us  all  day  as  they  returned, 
wounded,  etc.     Manning,  110th  MG  Bn. 
From  113th  Inf : — The  following  message  has  been  received  from  Knight 
(TO  1st  Bn   113th)   at  15:30.     Battalion  250  yards  short  of  objective.     Held 
up  by  short  range  arty  fire.     This  at  2  PM.     Will  push  on  as  soon  as  possible 
with  all  troops  in  Line.     Should  have  carrying  details.     Can  only  work  at  night. 
A  btry  of  75s,  2  guns  of  which  are  firing  into  rear  of  our  bn  with  variation  of 
200   on   coordinate   26.6 — 82.1.      This  substantiated* by   Wiegard   and   by   arty 
observer. 

Comment    by   CO   113th   Inf: 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  I  saw  two  caterpillar  rockets  sent  up  in  direction 
of  our  sector,  believe  objective  was  gained  at  15:45.  This  by  time  rockets 
were  noticed.  Have  taken  necessary  action  on  arty  and  carrying  parties,  etc. 
hgd.  CO  113th  Inf. 


Jiy  Phone 

17:00— From  115th  Inf  to  G-3  (thru  G  2 )  :  —115th  Inf  is  on  covering  line  as 
indicated  in  order,  with  exception  of  extreme  righl  at  V  line  26.  On 
this  flank  we  are  in  liaison  with  110th  Inf  which  had  not  passed  V 
line  26  at  last  report.  We  have  RAVIN  L  absolutely  covered — better 
than  had  we  pushed  down  into  it.  Have  sent  sketch  and  barrage  1'ne 
to  both  McKinlav  and  Fibish  and  established  rocket  station  on  RICH- 
ENE    MILL   and   at    this   CP.— BECEOBD. 

By  I' hone 

17:12— From  110th  Inf  to  G-3  (thru  (12):  German  captive  balloon  put  up 
at  4:00  I'M  in  position  to  survey  MOLLKY I LLF  FARM  area.  As 
this  area  is  crossed  by  reinforcements  it  is  essential  to  remove  this 
Boehe  Observation,  Intermediate  and  normal  objectives  reached  on 
schedule  time  by  two  companies  of  1  Kith  Inf;  every  effort  being  made 
to    arrange   entire    line    on    objective    tonight.      Reports    from    front    line 

that  Germans  are  active  to  ,\  F  as  if  indicating  a  general  withdrawal. 
The  Boehe  arty  is  still  active,  covering  woods  occupied  by  our  troops. 

By  "Phone 

18:25- — Gen  Fpton  to  Howeii : — Two  young  officers  just  returned  from  11.5th 
Jnf  (1st  Bn),  state  he  is  on  normal  objective  in  ClOSC  liaison  with  right 
and  left.  CO,  L18th,  has  runners  from  all  companies  at  ration  dump, 
and   pioneer  plat   will  carry  rations  up  tonight.      A   small   counterattack 

was  repulsed  without   trouble.     (8gd.  CO,  118th   inf). 
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The  following  received  from  51st  Inf  Brig:  Objectives  are  being 
consolidated;  liaison  has  been  established  between  51st  Inf  Brig  and 
113th  Inf.  Patrols  are  being  pushed  in  the  point  of  BOIS  DES 
CHENES  and  information  has  reached  us  that  COTE  360  is  being 
evacuated.  Patrols  are  being  sent  out  there  also.  The  operation  here 
was  a  complete  success  with  casualties  below  normal  and  110  prisoners 
counted  so  far.  BELLEU  BOIS  is  practically  clear.  Will  send  word 
when  the  line  has  reached  there. 

****** 

By  Phone 
19:40— From  CG  58th   Inf  Brig  to  Lt  MacLeod:— Col  Reckord's  liaison  of- 
ficer reports  that  116th  Inf  reached  normal  objective  at  17:00  o'clock 
and  are  consolidating  their  lines. 

Lt  Howell,  recently  returned  from  Col  Reckord,  reports  as  follows: — 
Just  as  our  barrage  lifted  this  morning,  heavy  German  barrage  fell 
on  the  115th  Inf  advance.  Troops  in  that  region  reported  much  heavier 
shell  fire  than  any  before  experienced.  Shells  observed  from  North, 
Northeast,  East,  and  even  Southeast.  Little  MG  fire  and  no  gas  in 
that  region.  Telephone  and  wireless  shot  out  early  and  all  carrier 
pigeons  except  one  killed  by  shell  fire.  Apparently  115th  Inf  and  left 
of  116th  Inf  came  under  strong  enemy  arty  fire.  Concentration  to 
cover  approaches  to  ETRAYE. 

****** 

By  Phone 
Reed,  from  CG,  58th  Brig  at  21  o 'clock— Our  first  line— 24.0— 82.8 ;  25.0— 
82.85;   25.5—82.85;    25.8—82.7;   26.0—82.5;    27.0—82.55;    27.15—82.45. 

****** 

By  Phone 
21:10— From  Liaison   Officer  at  58th  Brig  to  G-3:— 115th  and  116th  Inf  are 
on  normal  objective  as  indicated  on  special  map,  XVII  Corps,  French. 

STEWART. 

****** 

By  Phone 
23:48 — From  Liaison  Officer  at  17th  Corps  to  Bowen : — The  26th  French  Div 
captured  3  deserters  this  evening  in  North  part  of  BOIS  DE  CAURES 
belonging  to  31st  Regt  Landwehr.  They  say  they  were  alerted  this 
morning  expecting  a  French  attack  and  that  the  enemy  does  not  in- 
tend to  attack.  Further  to  the  East,  however,  the  10th  Colonial  Div 
lias  taken  an  Alsatian  deserter  who  says  the  enemy  intends  to  attack 
tomorrow  morning.  This  information  needs  confirmation  but  Corps 
directs  that  every  precaution  be  taken  at  once.  Corps  arty  has  been 
notified.      (26th  Div  Liaison  Officer  speaking  for  Mr.  Hill). 


24  October  18 

To  G-3  Division: — Col  Ashburn,  324th  FA,  reports  to  have  personally  seen 
the  Boche  piano  brought  down  near  BRABANT.  He  was  told  by  French  of- 
ficers at  the  spot  that  the  plane  was  brought  down  by  American  (Number  17). 

BUSH,  A.I.O., 

158th  F.A. 
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AMERICAN  OFFICIAL  COMMUNIQUE— To  midnight  24  Oct: 

On  the  VERDUN  front  there  has  been  local  fighting  throughout  the  day. 
In  a  minor  operation  in  the  region  of  BANTHEVILLE  our  troops  advanced 
their  line  500  meters  reaching  the  ridge  North  of  the  village  and  capturing 
170  prisoners.  As  a  result  of  yesterday's  successful  action  East  of  the 
MKUSE,  our  troops  are  now  established  on  the  high  ground  in  the  BOIS  D  'ET- 
KAYES.     Severe  arty  firing  has  continued  on  the  whole   front,   especially  on 

the  COTE-DE-CHATILLON  and  the  BOIS-DE-CAURES. 

****** 

Reed.   6:53. 

Received  from  Knight   (Comdg.   1st  Bn,   113th) — Quote: 

Line  has  been  forced  to  fall  back  about  300  yards  from  original  position 

on  account  of  flank  attack.     Am  sending  up  Co  E  at  once. 

****** 

By  Phone 

22:35 — From  Opns  O,  57th  Brig  to  G-3: — The  following  message  received 
from  CO.,  113th  Inf: — fl  Received  message  from  Knight  dispatched 
20:00  o'clock.  Reported  that  front  line  has  fallen  back  slightly;  101st 
has  had  to  do  same.  Enemy  arty  has  lessened. ' '  Am  asking  for  fur- 
ther report,  that  is,  number  of  meters  bn  fell  back. 

Opns.   O.,   57th   Brig. 
****** 

By  Phone 
10:30 — Adjutant  57th   Brig  to  Jiowen: — The  total  retreat  of  the   L13th   Inf  was 
150   yards.      Patrols   are   now   out    toward    the   normal   objective,   with   a 

view  to  recovering  it.     Report  last  night  indicated  that  101st  was  on 

our  ri^ht  but  slightly  in  our  rear  as  was  the  116th  on  our  left;  an 
Understanding  of  CO  L13th  was  that  neither  one  of  these  units  had 
attained  the  line  they  thought  they  had,  and  he  fell  back  to  get  liaison 
with   them. 

By  Phone 

12:45— From  CG  57th  Inf  Brig  to  I'.t  Col  Howen:  —  The  following  messages 
have    been    receive*!  : 

From  Major  Knight  to  57th  inf  Brig  (8:00  o'clock).  -Bn  repeatedly 
counterattacked  with  losses.  Now  in  shell  holes.  Line  approximately 
26.75     82.4,  26.8-  81.9. 

10:00    O'clock       From     Major    Knight    to    li:;th    Inf:      BOO    yards    has 

not  been  regained,  will  ask  lOlsl  to  advance  with  me.  They  are  on 
line  with  us.     Enemy  counterattack  was  with  MEG  fire  and  strong  as 

sault  trOOpS.  Arty  protection  will  be  asked  for  when  I  can  arrange 
with  101st  to  gO  forward  With  me,  otherwise  both  Hunks  would  be  ex- 
posed.      Without    phone    connection.       It    takes    nearly    two    hours    to    get 

arty  preparation  and  would  have  to  do  H  (attack)  with  left  dank  ex 

posed  for  several  hundred  meters.     My  assaulting  troops  number  be 

two(.n   (t0  })V  gotten    later)    -  including    (u    new    unit    that    has 

gone  up  from  another  bn).  I  advise  remaining  in  present  position 
until  Strong  detachment  of  trOOpS  connects  us  with  I  With  Inf.  I  have 
H0f    the    men    to    cover    it.      Strong    patrols    of    (Jeru.ans    were    working 

through  this  gap  last  night. 
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By  Phone 
10:50— From  CG  58th  Inf  Brig  to  Bowen:— We  reported  to  you  last  night 
that  all  of  116th  was  on  the  normal  objective.  That  appears  to  have 
been  incorrect  in  some  particulars.  A  considerable  part  of  them  (just 
how  much  I  don't  know)  has  not  attained  that  East  and  West  line.  I 
have  given  instructions  to  116th  to  rectify  their  situation  and  to  call 
on  me  for  such  assistance  as  he  may  require.  I  have  not  heard  from 
him.  All  of  116th  and  a  considerable  portion  of  115th  are  engaged  in 
an  operation  that  leaves  very  few  men  available  for  ordinary  work  like 

fatigue  work. 

I  have  been  talking  to  Mr.  Dent  (Col.  104th  Engrs.)  this  morning 
and  he  has  very  few  men  but  he  says  that  a  great  deal  might  be  ac- 
complished in  the  way  of  salvaging  wire  and  screw  pickets  if  men  were 
available.  It  occurred  to  me  that  perhaps  some  of  the  units  of  the 
57th  Inf  Brig  that  are  not  engaged  might  be  placed  at  Mr.  Dent's  dis- 
posal. Under  the  circumstances  existing  my  people  are  hardly  avail- 
able, that   is,  officers  are  engaged  in  something  else. 

****** 

By  Phone 
8:05— From  Roml  Xialy,  Liaison  Officer,  322d  FA  to  116th  Inf :—  Enemy  MG 
infiltration  on  this  crest  forces  reserve  to  fight  over  and  mop  up 
same  ground  covered  yesterday  by  advance  bn  who  established  them- 
selves on  normal  objective.  Reserves  are  now  going  to  advance  on  crest. 
Will  accompany  them  and  establish  OP,  as  soon  as  possible. 

»♦**** 

By  Phone 
11:40— From   58th   Brig:— 113th    Inf.   retired   300  yards  at   6:35  as  result   of 
counterattack.     115th    Inf    reports    that     at  4  :  15  AM,  a  large  number  of 
single  Boche  planes  were  observed  and  due  to  weather  conditions  it  was. 
impossible  to  tell  the  number. 
Arty  very  quiet  all  night. 

4-00    \\[ — 14  scattered  arty  shots  in  forward  sector. 
Arty  activity   in  this  vicinity    none.      Xo    enemy    shells    since    7:0O 
o'clock.      116th    Inf   reports   local    advance   this   morning,   aligning   on 

normal  objective. 

****** 

Dropped  Message 
From  Plane  Xo.  4,  90th  Aero  Squadron,  Lt.  V.  J.  Burger,  Observer;  Lt,  H. 

Conover,   Pilot,  Time:    12:15. 

Our  sector  very  quiet.  Xot  much  activity  behind  enemy  lines.  Saw  -4 
wagons  and  about  100  men  going  East  out  of  road  going  from  ETRAYE. 
Used  our   MOs  on  them.     Wo  were  chased  away  by  enemy  aircraft. 

BURGER. 


Hill   (Liaison  Officer  to  17th  Corps)  to  Bowen:— 12:00  o'clock  10/24/18. 

In  general,  the  line  indicated  in  669-S/3  is  the  line  to  be  entrenched  and 
held.  This  does  not  mean  however  that  it  may  not  be  slightly  varied  to  meet 
the  exigencies  of  the  terrain.  Any  ground  now  held  beyond  line  indicated  by 
669-S/3  should  also  be  held  by  entrenched  outposts. 
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From  Int  O,   115th  Inf  24   October   18. 

To  G-2,  29th  Div: 

Three  enemy  aeroplanes  observing  our   front   and  rear  area;   none   of   our 

aeroplanes  seen  today;   cannot  they  be  had? 

Int  O,  115th  Inf. 

Reed,  by  G-3,  15:25. 

****** 

24   October   18. 
From  May   (Operations  Officer  116th)   at  Mouth  2   (PC  2d  Bn,  116th.) 

Slowly  advancing  on  our  normal  objective.     Meeting  strong  resistance  from 

MGs  and  snipers. 

MAY. 

Reed.  G-3  15:43  o'clock. 

****** 

By  Phone 
2 (3 .33— From  Adjutant  57th  Brig  to  Bowen:— Copy  of  message  from  Adju- 
tant, 113th  Inf,  received  16:04.  "Following  message  was  received  by 
phone  thru  51st  Inf  Brig  at  16:15  o'clock;  message  was  despatched  at 
15:20  o'clock.  "Two  large  caliber  arty  falling  short  on  our  front 
line— Signed  KNIGHT." 

This  message  also  repeated  to  158th  Arty  Brig  at  16:25. 

****** 
By  Phone 

From  58th  Brig  to  C  of  S,  29th  Div. 

Bequest  is  made  for  one  company  of  lioth  M(J  Bn  to. report  to  this  command 

to   be   used   as   indicated   in   paragraph   2   of   memo   from   C   of  *,   29th    Div,  24 

Oct    18. 

PALMER. 

****** 

By  I' hone  , 

19:55_M(.SM;iKf.  No>  85—  From  G-3  20th   Div  to  Lt    MacLeod:     Laal   reliable 

reports    from    the    front     Indicate    advance    nenring    summit     of    0OTE 

300.    There  haa  bees  heavy  fighting  throughout  the  day  BOIS  D'OB 
MONT.    Counterattacks  were  beaten  off  (in)   bois  MCLLKU  where 

the  situation    is  not    wholly   cle;,r  yet    following   .«.    fresh    attack    bunched 

by  o..r  troops  al  15:30.  u<^y  <•"<•»'>'  arty  and  MG  ftreallday  which,  a1 
h,st  reports,  appears  to  be  decreasing  in  intensity.  Cnterrogation  of 
prisoners  indicates  it  appears  thai  the  relief  of  the  82d  German  Div 

by    the    192d    is    in    pregreM   Opposite   our   front. 

By   I 'limit 

W40— From  <'<-,  57th  Enf  Brig  to  Lt  0ol  Howe,.:     The  follow..,-  messages 
hare  been   reed,   from  officer  sent  ou1  by  Col,   L15th   inf  to   Major 

Knight: 

13-80  o'clock j— Arrived  12:20,  vc  2d  Bn.    First  bn  fell  bnck  about 

300  yanls  on   nccount   of  out  own   nrty  firing   on    them.      They   lay  they 

have  reed  no  ammunition  of  any  kind  yet.  They  are  in  contact  with 
r,int  [nf  \u\k  on  right,  110th  Enf  on  left.  Point  of  contad  with  LlOth 
D,f    FDii  861,  ;>t  obiervation  tower.     Liaison  with  51sf   inf  Brig  a1 

26.8—  81. 95,       Major    Knight    left    here    ;.t     18    O'elOCh    lor    bn    line.       He 
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will  send  his  reports  here.     Am  having  Lodge  install  axis  of  liaison  as 
directed. 

From  Officer  sent  out  by  Col  115th  Inf  to  Major  Knight: 

Wingard  has  now  6  MGs.  Maj  Knight  reports  that  C  Co  has  15 
men;  D  Co  30  men.  Shelling  very  heavy  now.  Maj  Knight  has  not 
reed  reports  of  casualties.     Is  after  them  now. 

11:45 — From  CO,  Combat  Group  between  115th  Inf  and  116th  Inf, 
to  CO  115th  Inf.  The  two  regts  are  in  contact  at  this  hour.  Point  of 
contact  is  observation  tower;  Hill  361.  Seems  to  be  a  break  between 
Co  C  and  Co  B.  Co  B  runner  in  charge  said  he  did  not  have  contact 
with  his  right  nor  could  he  find  any  higher  ranking  officer  in  command. 
He  did  not  have  enough  men  to  extend  that  way. 

Trench  mortar  fire  forced  the  line  to  fall  back  and  few  lines  (sic) 
at  point  of  contact  with  regts.  I  have  2  men  and  1  MG  and  am  in  a 
position  300  yards  in  rear  of  point  of  contact.  There  are  no  supports 
for  me  to  be  abreast  of.  Other  regt  is  said  to  have  6  cos  in  line  with 
Co  G  at  extreme  right.  Have  searched  all  morning  without  finding  any 
more  of  my  men — 1st  Lt  STEVER,  Co  H,  Comdg  liaison  group. 

From  Liaison  Officer,  2d  Bn  113th  Inf  to  CO  113th,  14:15  o'clock. 
(by  runner)  :  Relay  posts  established  up  to  point  247  by  liaison  per- 
sonnel, 3d  Bn.     Nothing  from  Maj  Knight  as  yet. 

Sgd,   WILLIAMS. 
##»*♦* 

To  G-3   Div— 13:10— Oct  24,  18: 

Following  telephone  report  just  received:  "8:00  o'clock.  Am  with  113th 
Inf.  Bn  repulsed  enemy  counterattack  with  heavy  losses  to  enemy.  We  are 
now  in  shell  holes  on  line  approximately  67.24—68.19  (26.7—82.4;  26.8— 
81.9).      (Sgd),    McCONXAGHY,  Liaison   Officer   with    113th   Inf." 

BUSH,    A.I.O. 


G-3 
HQ  26th   DIV,   A.E.F.,   France. 
24  October  18—16:10  o'clock. 
To  Chief  of  Staff,  29th  Division— From :   Chief  of  Staff,  26th  Division. 

\o.    71    G-3. 

The   inclosed   message  and  reply   by  Colonel  BEARSS,  who  commands  our 
brig  on  your  right,  are  furnished  for  your  information  with  request  that  you 
cause  Gen  UPTON  to  call  up  Colonel  BEARSS'  PC  and  see  if  communication 
cannot  be   established   in   that   direction. 
Reed.  G-3   16:45—24  Oct  18  DUNCAN  K.  MAJOR,  Jr. 

**♦**♦ 

G-3,  26th  Div,  24  Oct   18—14:45. 
To  C.G.,  51st  Brig— From  G-3,  26th  Div— No  53  G-3. 

1.  The  following  message  has  just  been  received  from  the  Chief  of  Staff  of 
the  neighboring  div  on  your  left: 

"Reports  recently  received  indicate  that  our  right  element  is  in  rear  of 
the  normal  objective  in  liaison  with  your  left  element.  It  has  been  ordered  to 
move  forward  to  the  normal  objective.  Can  you  issue  similar  orders  to  the 
element  with  which  we  are  in  liaison  and  make  the  movement  together?' 
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2.  You  will  confer  with  the  Brig  Comdr  on  your  left  and  take  the  necessary 
action  for  making  the  movement  together. 

CG  FA  Brig 

OK    (sgd)   C.M.D.  C  of  S  G-3 

G-2  File 

Msg  Ctr 
Received  at   15:40  o'clock  from  Message  Center. 

(t  Colonel  Bearss  has  been  trying  to  get  Brig  Comdr  on  left  but  with  no 
success.     He  wishes  us  to  get  in  touch  with  this  Brig  and  have  the  comdr  call 
Lim  for  necessary  arrangements. ' ' 
Kecd.  G-3  16:45,  24  Oct  18. 

****** 

By  Phone 
10:10 — From  G-3,  26th  Div,  to  Lt  MacLeod: — Replying  to  your  inquiry,  the 
latest  reports  from  several  sources  indicate  that  we  hold  BELLEU 
BOIS.  The  situation  in  BOIS  D'ORMOXT  is  still  not  clear.  Exceed- 
ingly heavy  Boche  arty  fire  on  the  whole  of  the  front  line  with  con- 
centrations of  large  caliber  on  BOIS  D'ORMOXT  and  BELLEU  BOIS. 
Under  our  counter  battery  this  fire  slackened  and  died  away.  The  first 
of  these  especially  severe  fires  occurred  late  yesterday  afternoon  and 
the  second  this  morning  at  5  o'clock.  We  are  holding  what  we  have 
gained. 


By  Phone 

19:20 — CO    57th    Brig    to    Bowen: — CO    ll-'itli    has    .just    come    in    and    given    me 
following  interesting  report  ;   at   8:10   (18:10.')    o'clock. 

"Line  is  practically  continuous,  excepl  between  L18tfa  and  110th  and 

they  were  fixing  that  up.  Casualties  very  heavy.  ('  Co  under  comma  ml 
Of  1st  8gt  Situation  very  tight.  1  .saw  10'Jd  and  101st.  both  of  whom 
have  lost  more  henvijy  than  113th.  They  were  nil  of  opinion  that  ad- 
vance .'it  present  is  out  of  the  question  unless  very  heavy  arty  prepare 

t ion.  Knemy  arty  is  very  heavy.  Heavy  barrage  kept  Pope  (CO,  113th) 
and    other    officers    in    shell    holes    and    trenches    for    50    minutes.       Major 

Tydin^s  of  same  opinion.     MG  Are  very  heavy  on  both  sides.    Strength 

as    follows: 

Company        Men  Officer! 

A  27  1 

E  m; 

B  :..-.  o 

I)  60  o 

r  in  3 

Two    officers    killed:        1st     Lt     Lurke,     1st     Lt     Jones;     three    wounded; 

Woods,   Rooney  and   Benedict;   one  officer  missing  t     Lt    McLaughlin. 

Only  9  BIGs  left.     Undergrowth  ho  dense  very  difficult   to  use  them. 

Line  coordinates  as  follows:  26.9— 82.3,  27—82,  from  there  it  trails 
j/enernlly  8E  to  about  100  meters  27.3—81.7.  Our  line  rims  Kast  of 
Observatory.     Cos    in    line   as   follows:      0,    E,    A,    B,    I).      PC    1st    I'm    a1 

2()f) — 82.1    in    a   trench.      Landis    reports   fluit    right  of    IKHh    is  npproxi 

mately  200  meters  behind  obj  left  causing  q  bending  around  and  a 

flank    gap    which    has    been    filled    up. 


1376  29TH  DIVISION 

Major  Ty dings  reports  enemy  snipers  in  LA  HOUPPY  BOIS  which 
are  being  cleaned  up  by  a  co  of  the  101st.  Boche  planes  were  flying 
up  and  down  the  ravine  below  the  treetops,  dropping  stars  and  regulat- 
ing arty  fire  which  was  very  heavy.  CO  113th  Inf  states  positively  he 
is  connected  up  with  the  front  line  and  both  of  his  neighbors  and  will 
stand  or  fall  with  the  situation  as  at  present.  Would  be  suicidal  to 
advance  without  thorough  arty  preparation  and  especially  counter -bat- 
tery work.  He  had  one  co.  scattered  on  the  combat  liaison  work — "H.' 
He  has  two  more  cos  in  immediate  support. 


25  October  18 

Dropped  Message 

From  90th  Aero  Squadron— 7  :57  AM— Oct  25,  1918,  Lt  F.  Hart  A.S.  Pilot, 
Moii.  No.  5.     Lt.  Grier,  Observer. 

Visibility  very  bad.  Unable  to  locate  even  our  own  position.  No  enemy 
arty  fire  seen.  Things  seem  to  be  quiet.  The  Brequet  plane  reported  to  you 
by  "me  on  Oct  23,  was  shot  down  by  a  Spad  yesterday  and  had  two  German 

officers  in  it. 

2d  Lt.  A.  T.  GRIER,  115th  Inf,  U.S.A. 

»♦**** 
By  Phone 
1S:00— From  Jamaica  (26th  Div)  G-3:—  The  following  message  has  just 
been  rec  M  from  Opne  O,  attacking  Brig  (51st)  :  "Word  just  received 
that  entire  line  is  moving  forward.  Advance  is  being  made  from  NW 
up  COTE  360.  The  German  barrage  on  front  line  has  practically 
ceased  but  concentrations  are  being  fired  by  their  arty  on  the  rear 
areas.  There  was  a  large  percentage  of  gas  being  used  in  these  con- 
centrations.    Enemy  MG  fire  has  appeared  to  decrease  slightly/ 

Jamaica  (26th  Div.)— 18:00  o'clock. 

From  airplane  by  Fadio 
Oct  25.     No  call  given,  8:4°- 

MW    (Have   readied   objective) 
Wi  C3  (27.4—81.3) 
W2  CI    (27.2—81.1) 
Rocd.  9  o'clock.     Repeated  to  Jamaica   (26th  Div.)   at  9:15. 

#♦»*** 

By  Phone 
Sj:35—  From  CQ  57th  Inf  Brig  to  Bowen :—  Support  and  reserve  are  accounted 
for:      NO   reports  from   front   line  yet.     Col,   114th  Inf  has  gone  out  to 
take   personal   charge   of   situation.      M,    113th   had   heavy   casualties   in 
coining  out. 

By  Courier 

From   Liaison    Officer,    57th    Brig— 25    Oct    18— 13:45— To    G-3: 

Following  messages  received  from  Liaison  Officer  at  Jackson  (51st  Brig). 
Message  has" been  sent  from  here  by  runner  to  get  further  detail  and  explana- 
tion on  the  second.     1-11 :38  "Left  of  51  Inf  Brig  line  at  27.6-81.9,  runs  SE 
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to  28.3,  thence  in  parabolic  curve  to  28.2 — 81.4.  Is  right  of  57th  Brig  going 
to  advance?  Signed  Jackson  11  (Adj.,  51st  Brig).  2-12:38 — "Jackson  (51st 
Brig)  driven  out  BOIS  BELLEU;  4th  counterattack  flanked  Jackdaw  on 
Tight  and  left. ' '  Signed  Graber,  Liaison  Officer  from  57th  Brig,  to  Jackdaw — 
(101st  Inf). 

RANDALL. 

****** 

By  Phone 
From  Hill  to  MacLeod.— 3  :30   (15:30?) 

G-3,  17th  Corps,  wants  Col  Bo  wen  or  an  officer  representing  him  at  Corps 
Hq  at  13:30  tomorrow  with  all  reports  concerning  situation  of  troops  for  con- 
ference with  G-3  of  79th  Div. 

******        ' 

By  Phone 
10:00 — Intelligence  Officer,  58th  Brig  to  Capt.  Myers   (In  reply  to  question  as 
to  cause  of  barrage)  :      Precautionary  measure — everything  quiet. 

****** 

By  Courier 
From  Liaison  Officer,  57th   Brig,  25  Oct  18— 16:30— To  G-3: 

Liaison  officer  at  Jackson  reports  code  names  as  "Jamaica-26  Div;  Jack- 
son 51st  Brig.;  Johnson  .">2d  Brig.;  Jackdaw -101  Inf.;  Jangle- 102  Inf;  Jamaica 
A -53  Arty  Brig;  Jordon — (75)  101  FA.  Journal— 102  (75)  F.A.,  Joyful— 
103    (155;    FA.     Officers'  number  same  as  ours. 

"Operations  apparently  ;it  ;i  standstill  on  left  (15:20).  Slow  progress  on 
right.     Unconfirmed  report  lull  360  is  taken.     2d  and  3d   Bns,  lOlat,  and  1st 

Bn,  102d,  will  attack  and  Capture  BELLEU  BOI8  at  15:30.  .Jackson  1  asks 
CG  57th  Brig  if  lie  knows  of  modification  Of  the  divisional  boundary,  and  of  re- 
Kef  of  Certain  elements  effected  bv  order  (]  have  not  seen  this  order).  New- 
boundary     is     28.4—82.4,     27.6—81.7,     20.5—81.4,     thence     South     along     old 

boundary. ' ' 

Effective   strength    111th    Inf.    19   officers   and    1197   men. 
Rohrback   in   command   of  Taylor's  bn  ;    latter   relieved   "sick.'' 

26.95— 82.35,  27.1—82.21,  27.21-  82.00,  27.4—81.85  is  line  pf  L14th  Inf  at 
present  (16:00). 

Cos  left  to  right  A  F  (MI  K;  I)  or  ('  (uncertainty)  in  support;  I'm  PC  at 
26.6—82.1  ;   Stone  COmdg. 

RANDALL. 

#     #     »     #     #     » 


26  October  18 


////   I'll  our 
11  {25-     From    ('.(>.,    "7th    Brig,    to    (>'.',:      In    compliance    with    your    memo    25 

Oct   18,  CO'i  inth  MG  Bn,  L13th,  114th  Inf  have  reported  to  these 
Hq  thai  nil  dead  animate  within  their  sector  have  been  buried,     in 

addition    CO.,    113th    Inf   DM   been    directed    to    bury    :i    number    of  (lend 

animalg  which  are  out  of  his  sector. 

"By    I 'hour 
11:38—  From    Adj.    57th    Brig      To    C.'i:      Copy    of    message    from    Adj,    11  Ith 

Inf.  to  C.G.  57th  Brig.    Following  ree'd  from  stone;  time  8:50  o'clock, 
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26  Oct  18:  Relief  of  two  Cos,  116th  Inf,  G  and  H,  completed  3  AM. 
Liaison  established  with  right  unit.  Officers  patrol  not  returned  but 
will  send  result  on  arrival  here  STONE. 

****** 

Dropped  Message 
14:55— From  Lt  Parr,  90th  Aero  Sq  to  29th  Div  and  17th  Corps: 

and         Shells   falling    245840    (24.5—84.0)    and   just   North    of   there    and 

15:15     three  at  BRABANT   at   15:00   o'clock  sector  of  29th  and  15th   Diva 

throughout.   More  to  South  moderate  shelling  near  FLABAS,  MOIREY 

and   CREPION.     No    signs    of    hostile    concentration    in    ETRAYE, 

WAVRILLE   or    vicinity.      Anti-aircraft    from   DAMVILLERS. 

****** 

By  Phone 
14:15— From  Gen  Upton  to  MacLeod -.—Whole  of  113th  and  two  cos  of  111th 
MG  Bn  are  cleaning  up  area  between  road  from  BRABANT  to  MAL- 
BROUCK  and  RAVINE  BOUSSIERES  in  Northerly  direction.  To- 
morrow from  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE  South.  Trucks  will  go 
forward  tomorrow.     114th  to  work  from  RAVINE  DE  MOLLEVILLE 

forward  to  front  lines. 

****** 

By  Phone 
3:20— Major  Hill  to  Col  Bowen:— The  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  says  that  one- 
(15:20?)   ton  trucks  may  use  the  bridge. 

****** 

By  Phoni 
from  CO   110th   MB   Bn,  2.-.1— 80.05— 26  Oct   18— To  G-3,   29th  Div. 

It  is  requested  that  Priv.  Veitch,  Hqrs  Co,  this  Bn.,  be  relieved  from  duty 
with  Div  Message  Center  and  returned  to  duty  with  his  organization  whore  his 
sen  ires  are  needed,  as  r  am  receiving  side  ears  and  have  no  one  to  drive  them.. 

WASHBUKX, 
Maj,   110th   MG. 

(OK — At  noon  today — 10/27. 

Bowen   (\'.\) 

****** 

By  "Phone 

0:10— From  OG,   57th    Brig  to  Lt    MeLeod :— Concentration  of  gas  on  road— 
BRABANT-8AMOGNETJX, 

27  October  18 

From  Plane  by  Radio 

27    Oct    10  :59. 
To    Y   W — (our  old  call) 

K   A   S    (Nothing  to  signal) 

#      #      #      #      #      * 

Dropped  Message 
From  90th  Aero  Squadron— 27  Oct  18.     11:50. 

Bengal  flares  were  shown  at  27.4-81.9  and  27.7-81.7  also  in  BOIS  D  ET- 
BAYE  about  27—82.5,  saw  what  looked  like  a  panel  on  road  coming  Irom 
ETBAYE  to  MOLLKY1LLE  FARM  at  about  2C>.7— 82.7. 
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Could  not   locate  burst   of   any   enemy   arty  fire. 
Our  barrage  is  falling  well  in  front  of  this  line. 

A.  T.  GRIER,  2d  Lt  115th  Inf. 

****** 

By  Phone 

11:30 — From  Jamaica  7  (G-3,  26th  Div)  to  MacLeod: — Arty  preparation  be- 
gan on  time.  Heavy  shelling  by  enemy  SW  edge  of  BOIS  D'ORMONT 
and  vicinity  of  ORMOXT  also  BOIS  DE  LA  REINE,  which  was  in- 
creasing at  10:54.  ' 

At  10:55  large  cloud  of  smoke  reported  coming  up  from  enemy 
lines  opposite  our  sector.  Three  heavy  explosions  within  our  lines  in 
BOIS  D'ORMONT  at  same  hour,  throwing  up  heavy  columns  of  white 
smoke. 

****** 

By  Courier 

From  G-3,  29th  Div,  PC  GUYNEMER— 27  Oct.  18— 6:45— No.   1. 
To  CO  104th  Engrs. 

There  will  be  about  18  truck  loads  of  wire  coming  up  to  you  today.     Please 
advise  Col.  French  where  you  wish  it  placed. 

BOWEN,   G-3. 

****** 

From  Message  ('<  nt<  r 
By  I'll i me 

12:55  to  13:20 — From  Lt  Parr,  00th  Aero  Bq  To  G-3:— No  panels  displayed 
in  answer  to  rocket.  Troops  in  trenches  along  line  27.5 — 82.0;  27.7 — 
81.5.  Troops  seen  along  narrow  gange  railway  about  2<i.l — 83.2.  One 
star  white  rocket  ut  13:1."5  o'clock  at  L'iUJ— 8li..~>.  One  three  green  star 
rocket  at  L3:00  o'clock  -'it  27.5 — 81.8.  Our  barrage  weU  distributed. 
Boche  shells  at  24.4      84.0  at    12:55. 

****** 

1.3:00—  From  H.  A.  Lake,  90th  Aero  8q  to  G  3:  Called  for  your  line  at  11:10 
and  no  panel  seen  but  your  troops  wen-  seen  in  the  open  ground  in  ad- 
vance of  your  line  of  last  night  and  on  the  edge  of  the  FiOIS  DF 
BELLEU.  Your  arty  barrage  it  falling  well  but  the  Boche  machine 
guns  are  veiy  active  and  there  appears  to  be  a  large  number  of  them 
On  the  lines  of  your  present  objective  as  we  received  heavy  fire  there. 
There  are  no  signs  of  the  I'.oche  bringing  up  troops  and  00  npp.'ircnl 
activity  on  the  roads  immediately  behind.  There  is  a  large  fire,  ap 
parently  munitions  on  Cote  318,  starting  at  II  o'clock,  and  a  large 
fire   giving   black   smoke   near    DAMVILLEBS. 

****#* 

By  /'hoi" 

l].;55_Krom  Jamaica  7  (Q-$f  26th  Div;— to  Q-8,  29th  Div.:  Jackson  1  (filst 
Brig)  reports  at  11:18  that  heavy  smoke  Fast  of  OBMONT  FARM 
within  enemy's  lines  was  probably  a  dump  that  was  hit  by  our  arty. 
He   also    reports    our    line    moving    forward    and    meeting    heavy    machine 

gun   fire. 

0  3,   26th    Div. 

L'ecd   (',:>,  21  Oct  18  o'clock. 
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By  Phone 
1:30  (13:30?)— From  Opns  O,  57th  Brig  to  Col  Bowen:— Adjutant,  101st  Inf, 
has  just  phoned  that  he  had  received  messages  timed  12:20,  stating 
that  his  people  were  in  BELLEU  BOIS;  that  things  were  progressing 
satisfactorily.  I  don't  know  whether  normal  objective  has  been  reached. 
Units  to  his  right  are  also  progressing  satisfactorily.  He  had  no  news 
of  us,  nor  had  I.  Signed  Opns  O,  57th  Brig. 

****** 

By  Phone 
11:14 — From  Adjutant,  57th  Brig — To  G-3: — Copy  of  message  from  Adju- 
tant, 114th  Inf  to  C.G.,  57th  Brig  at  14:00  o 'clock— ' ' Meyers  at  Jack- 
daw (101st  Inf)  reports  that  at  13:05  Jackdaw  (101st  Inf)  line  was 
reported  near  crest  of  BELLEU  WOODS,  left  moving  slowly,  right 
slower.     Much  shell  fire  and  MG  fire  from  enemy. — Mood  ll.'     (Adj., 

114th  Inf).  Adj.,  57th  Brig. 

****** 

By  Phone 
1.5:44 — From  Adjutant,  57th  Brig  to  G-3: — Copy  of  message  from  Adj,  114th 
Inf  to  Adj,  57th  Brig:  "Myers  at  Jackdaw  (101st  Inf)  reports  that 
latest  information  of  exact  location  of  lines  was  at  14:10  o'clock  when 
it  was  about  along  meridian  28°.  It  was  then  in  liaison  with  our 
right.     Adj,  114th  Inf." 

Adj.,  57th  Brig. 

****** 

By  Phone 
IS: 45 — From  Graber  at  51st  Inf  Brig   (by  runner)   to  Lt  Randall: — Jackdaw 
(101st    Inf)    reports    objectives   gained.      One    company    of   Jewell    in 
support.     Message  received  concerning  cooperation.     Signed  GRABER. 

****** 

By  Phone 
IS: 35— From  G-3,  26th  Div  to  Capt.   Myers    (Asst  G-3,  29th  Div.)  :     Message 
No.    12.") : — Reports   are   confirmed    that    we   hold   the   whole   of   BOIS 

BELLEU. 

****** 

By  Phone 
12:29 — From  57th  Brig  to  G-3: — Liaison  Officer  at  Jackdaw  (101st  Inf)  11:00 
reports:  "Nothing  to  report.  Large  quantities  of  white  smoke  seen 
from  PC,  apparently  North  side  BOIS  D'ORMONT.  Same  smoke  seen 
from  here  in  same  direction.  1 — 77  landed  near  PC,  seriously  wound- 
ing   arty    liaison   officer    11:20. 

RANDALL. 

Kecd.  by  G-3  12:35. 

****** 

By  Phone 
12-29 — From  Adj.,  57th  Brig,  to  G-3:— Copy  of  message  from  Graber  to 
Jackson  (51st  Brig)  to  A.D.C.,  57th  Brig.:  "At  ten  o'clock  arty 
preparation  began,  some  trouble  with  shorts.  No  signs  of  Boche  C.F. 
At  10:40  Boche  harassing  fire  on  rear  areas  reported.  At  11:03.  line 
advancing   meeting  heavy   MG    fire." 

Adj.,  57th  Brig. 
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By  Phone 
10:26— From  Adj.,  57th  Brig,  to  G-3:  —  Copy  of  message  from  Adj.,  114th 
Inf.  to  Adj.,  57th  Brig.— time  15:59:  " Myers  reports  that  message 
received  at  Jackdaw  (101st  Inf),  time  15  o'clock,  stated  that  Germans 
were  apparently  evacuating  BELLEU  WOODS.  Jackdaw  (101st  Inf) 
line  was  receiving  enfilading  fire  from  woods  in  front  of  our  right. 
Jackdaw  (101st  Inf)  requested  that  our  right  come  forward  faster. 
Have  forwarded  message  to  Guthrie  by  telephone,  relay  and  runner. 
Have  sent  Gay  out  for  information  and  am  having  our  agent  at  116th 
Inf.  sent  out  to  Guthrie  for  information  and  to  locate  CO.,  114th  Inf. 
(Adj.,   114th    Inf.) 

Signed  Adj.,  57th  Brig. 

By  Phone 
16:30— From  Adj.,  57th  Brig,  to  G-3:— Copy  of  message  from  Graber  16:10 
at  Jackson  (51st  Brig)  to  A.D.C.,  57th  Brig.  Jackdaw  (101st  Inf) 
reports  machine  guns  in  woods  in  front  of  114th  Inf.  enfilading  men. 
Jackson  1  (C.G.,  51st  Brigade)  requests  you  to  mop  up  this  place  as 
it  holds  up  the  right  of  Jackdaw  A  (1st  Bn.?  101st  Inf.)  from  line 
28.0 — 81.7  Eastward.  Requested  that  you  look  into  this  matter  with- 
out delay. 

GRABER. 

By  Phone 
16:37— From    Adj.,    57th    Brig,    to    G-3:— Copy    of    message    from    Graber   at 
Jackson   (51st  Brig)   to  A.D.C.,  57th   Brig.;   time   15:25.     Attack   prog- 
ressing  nicely.      Some    units    have   reached   objectives.      Jackdaw    A   re- 
ports reaching  objectives   from   line   28.0 — 81.6  NW   to   27.83 81.75 

and  in   liaison    with    lllth    Inf.  at   that   point.      Line  thinly  held.     Jack 
son    1   suggests  that  C.G.,  57th   Brig,   watch   the  junction   and    help   him 
in    case    of    counterattack    as    his    (Jackson's)     reserves    are    very    few. 

Unconfirmed  reports  state  all  objectives  reached. 

GRABER. 

By  J 'hone 
From    CO.,    113th    Tnf.    to   (','.',,    20th    Division:      ll.'Jth    Inf.    PC   at    320.75- 

265.75  f275.7r,  \)  VERDUN  55  Map.     Notify  57th  Brig. 

O.O.,    11 8th    Inf. 

By  "Phone 

Time 

20:35— From    Jamaica    7    (G  .'!,    20th    Div.)    to    G  .''»,    29th     [)iv. — 27    Oct.    18— 
Phoned     No.   128:  — 

21:00     Latest   reports  indicate  that    BELLEU    BOIS   is  at    present    held   by  our 
troops  hut  the  situation   on   the   remainder  of  the  line   is   not    vet    clearly 

defined.    The  front  at  present  is  quiet.    The  regiment  on  the  righl  of 

the  attacking  brig   was  reported   to   have   rushed   itrong   points   with    the 
bayonet. 

.JAMAICA    7. 
8ent   by   Sgt.    Fen  se  I  an 
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By  Phone 
Message  rec'd  at  22  o'clock: 
27.2—82.0—27.6—81.7. 


Col.,  114th  Inf. 


By  Phone 
22:55— From  C.G.,  58th  Brig,  to  G-3,  29th  Division:— 115th  Inf.  1527—3824— 
5186—2550.     Relief   completed   21:30   o'clock. 

Adj.,  58th  Brig. 
Sent  by  Wood. 


****** 


By  Phone 
16:10— G-3,  26th  Div.  to  G-3,  29th  Div.— No.  116:— Message  just  received 
from  Operations  Officer,  51st  Inf.  Brig,  states:  "The  present  line 
runs  as  follows:  28.0 — 81.7  to  28.3—81.25  to  28.6—80.3.  Known  to 
have  cleared  BOIS  D'ORMONT  and  think  they  are  on  the  normal  ob- 
jective.    Roughly  handled  but  doing  well. " 


28  October  18 


9:10— Prom  57th  Brig  at  PC,  28  Oct  18  to  G-3:— CO  Jackson  (51st  Inf)  per- 
sonally Congratulated  114th  Inf  on  the  splendid  work  of  cooperation 
performed  by  114th  Inf.  yesterday  and  announced  that  Jamaica  (26th 
Div)  had  reached  all  its  objectives  and  had  had  perfect  liaison  on  the 
Left  at  all  times. 

UPTON. 


By  Thorn 

To  Jamaica  3  (C  of  S,  26th  Div.): — Can  you  give  present  position  your 
front  line,  especially  aa  regards  BELLEU  and  ORMONT? 

C.  of  S.,  29th  Div. 

By  Phone 

Report  Oct  28,  1918— From  90th  Aero  Squadron  Plane  No.  17— Lt.  V.  J. 
Burger,   Observer;    Lt.   Harvey  Conover,   Pilot. 

Mission:      Infantry  Contact.  29th   Division,  1o  take  lines  at  3:15  PM    (Oct 

27,    18): 

At  15:10  o'clock  large  explosion  at  27. S— 83. 9,  also  barracks  at  about  point 
27.1—83.4  on  fire.  At  15:10  I  started  to  call  for  our  lines  and  fired  about  8 
rockets  (6  stars)  and  only  received  one  reply — namely,  a  white  rag  shown  by 
one  man  at  25.7 — 82.2*  I  decided  to  go  lower  and  try  to  pick  up  line,  this 
was  done  and  I  saw  about  10  men  at  27.2—81.5.  Also,  about  15  at  26.0—82.5, 
v ►ho  were  behind  trees  and  in  shell  holes.  At  26.5 — 82.9  saw  5  shell  holes  with 
boche  troops  using  MGs  and  this  I  took  was  holding  up  our  advance.  The 
pilot  and  I  decided  to  descent  and  try  to  dislodge  the  Boche.  We  dove  down 
on  them  three  times  using  our  MGs,  and  at  the  last  time  my  plane  started  into 
n  nose  dive.  At  the  same  time  my  pilot  (Lt  Conover)  told  me  he  was  shot. 
In  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  bullet  had  gone  through  his  leg  and  caused  a  bad 
wound,  he  safely  landed  the  machine  at  22.3—77.9,  where  the  French  gave  him 
first  aid  and  helped  me  get  him  to  a  hospital.    Unable  to  report  here  last  night 
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due  to  bad  telephone  connections.     Signed  VALENTINE  J.  BURGER,  2d  Lt 
Inf,  U.S.A.   (90th  Aero  Squadron). 
(By  phone  from  landing  field). 

****** 

By  Phone 
1.1:38 — From  57th  Brig  to  G-3 :— Practical  requirements  caused  me  to  send 
Co  D,  111th  MG  Bn  to  line  last  night.  Your  march  table  for  move- 
ment relief  of  Div  should  be  amended  in  column  of  remarks  to  show 
Co  D,  111th  MG  Bn  attached  to  114th  Inf  until  relief  is  completed, 
this  in  addition  to  Co  B,  111th  MG  Bn. 

C.G.,  57th  Brig. 

****** 

Dropped  Message 
I'rom  90th  Aero  Squadron,  Oct  28,  1918— Time  12:45: 
Visibility  poor. 

Enemy  artillery  shells  falling  at  27.7—81.7.     Very  heavy  here,  and  about 
27.7—82.8  and  27.8—80.8. 

Visibility  too  poor  to  locate  enemy  artillery. 
rJ:50— The  towns  of  ETRAYE  and   WAVRILLE   very  quiet;   could   not   see 
any  enemy  movements  in  or  about  these  towns.     Xo  movements  on  the 
roads  behind  enemy  lines. 

A.  T.  GRIER,  Observer, 
F.  H.  Hart,  Pilot  2d  Lt  115th  Inf,  U.S.A. 

2d  Lt,  Air  Service. 

#*##»# 

« 

Dropped   Messayr 
From    Lt    Parr,   90th    (Aero   8q) — to   29th — 15:05 — 15:25. 

Btry    in    action   at   22.9—87.2   al     15:15.      Two   more    were   Been    but    off   my 

map.     Approximate  location  will  be  telephoned. 

Heavy    shell    fire    around    MOLLEVJLLK     FARM    at     15:0.1 — 15:20.      At 
neighborhood   of   28.0 — 80.8   at   same    time. 

#**##* 

By  /'hone 
11:38— From  Adj,  57th   Brig  to  (;  3:— Copy  of  message  from  Graber  at  Jack- 
son  (51et  Brig)  to  A.D.C.,  57th  Brig.,  time  L0: 35:— Consolidated  re- 
ports  show   Jaekdsw    (lOlet    inf)    penetrated    BELLETJ    BOIS,   bul 

meets  Hie  ol<!  line  BE  of  BELLEU  BOIS.  Hill  300  and  BOIS 
MOIREY  were  not  taken.  This  Brig  is  much  reduced;  from  reports 
the  men  put  Dp  n  grand  fight,  but  Jackson  foist  Brig)  chums  the  arty 
fired  short.  Nothing  else  to  report.  Strong  enemy  harassing  fire  dur- 
ing the   night;   back   areas  gamed.      Intermittent    M(J   fire   during   nigh! 

(GRABER). 

Adj,  57th  Brig. 

*#*#*# 

By  /'hone 

$%4Z — From  Adj,  57th   Brig  to  G-3:— Copy  of  message  from  58th   Brig  to 

Adj,  57th   Brig:      M115th    Inf  relieved   by   Invent   in    Blue  sector  nt  day- 
break.—f,8th    Brig." 

Adj,  57th  Brig. 
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The  following  messages  were  received  by  Liaison  Officer,  26th  Division  at 

9:50  o'clock  from  Hq,  26th  Div   (G-2). 

8:35— Six  White  Star  Rockets  from  plane  over  BOIS  CONSENVOYE.  Plane 
not  identified. 

9:36 — Enemy   plane   directing   arty   fire   on   2d   Bn,    102d   Inf. 

9:i0 — No  information  received  so  far  indicating  how  first  phase  has  developed 
(from  102d  Inf  Hq). 

9:43 — Poor  visibility  prevents  observation  of  troop  movements  from  the  left 
of  the  3d  Bn,  102d  Inf.  Our  arty  is  dropping  shells  on  BELLEU  BOIS, 
steadily.  Message  No.  31  from  Message  Center,  26th  Div  Hq: — The 
following  message  dropped  at  9:30  by  aviator: — 2d  Lt  Peidenis  (French 
Observer)  Hq,  26th  Div: — "Observation  impossible  at  beginning  be- 
cause of  fog.     Upon  my  request  for  marking  out  line,  I  saw  no  rockets 

and  no  panels. ' ' 

****** 

By  Plwne 
19:35 — From  Adj,  57th  Brig— To  G-3: — Copy  of  message  from  Adj,  114th 
Inf  to  Adj,  57th  Brig;  time  19:20:  "Guthrie  phoned  at  19:15  every- 
thing OK.  One  of  his  men  shot  down  a  Boche  plane  this  afternoon 
with  a  Boche  anti-tank  gun  which  he  has  in  his  line.  Plane  fell  within 
Boche  line.     Fact  verified  by  Capt.  Rickert.     Adj,  114th  Inf.' 

Adj,  57th  Brig. 


29  October  18 


Dropped  Message 

From  Lt  H.  L.  Borden,  90th  Aero  Sq— Oct  29,  1918—7:30  AM— To  CG, 
COth   Div.     Mission:      Reconnaissance. 

Tlew  over  sector  of  29th  Div  between  7:00  and  7:30.  Saw  half  a  dozen 
enemy  btrys  firing  which  I  could  not  spot  exactly  on  account  of  heavy  ground 
mist.     One  btry  in  action  at  22.4—89.4;  another  at  22.2—89.7.     Saw  no  troop 

movements.  Lt.  H.  L.  BORDEN,  90th  Aero  Sq. 

****** 

By  Phone 
8*45— From  Adj,  57th  Brig  to  G-3:— Relief  of  right  units  116th  Inf  by  114th 
completed  at   22:00  o'clock,  28  Oct.  18. 

Adj,  57th  Brig. 

*#**** 

By  Photie 
9:50— From  57th    Brig  to   G-3:— Copy  of   message   received   from   Adj,   114th 
Inf.   to   Adj,  57th     Brig:— Guthrie    reports    everything    O.K.    at    9:27 

o'clock.     Signed  Adj,  114th  Inf. 

****** 

COMMAND  PASSED  AT  9:00  O'CLOCK  30  OCTOBER,  TO  CG.  79TH 
DIVISION.  W.  S.  B. 


Field  Orders 
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AMERICAN   EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES 
FRANCE 


$  2  C  R  E  T 


II ELD  ORDERS, 

NO.  39  5th  October,  1918,  14  hours. 

Map:     1:20,000,  Verdun  B— Etain  A 

I.  The  enemy's  lines  on  the  heights  East  of  the  MEUSE  held  by  three 
divisions  have  been  flanked  by  our  advance. 

II.  The  First  American  Army  will  seize  the  heights  East  of  the  MEUSE. 

III.   (A)   The  I  and  V  U.S.  Corps, — Mission  as  prescribed  in  Field  Orders 
Nos.  33  and  35. 

(B)   The  XVII  French  Corps. 

(1)  The  XVII  French  Corps  will  attack  on  D  day  at  H  hour  on  the 
front    BEAUMONT    inclusive — the    MEUSE    River    inclusive. 

(2)  Zone  of  Attack. 

Bight   Boundary— BEAUMONT   inclusive— FLABAS   inclusive 

— CKEPIOX    exclusive—  SEVILLE    exclusive. 

Left  Boundary— The  MEUSE  River  inclusive. 

(3)  Mission : 

To   seize   and    hold   the   heights  of   the   MEUSE   Northwest    of 
BHAUMONT. 

(4)  Objectives: 

Norma]   objective]      BEAUMONT    inclusive — FLABAS    Inclu- 
sive—Southern  edge  of  BOI8  DE  LA  BEINE    CON8ENVOYE  exclusive. 

Objectives  of  Exploitation 

1st  Objective: 

FLABAS    inclusive— GREPION    exclusive— BOTH    I)  'ETBA  FES—  Southern 
eilge  of  BOIS  DE  CHAt'MK. 

2d    Objective: 
FLABAS    inclusive— CBEPION   exclusive— BOIS   D'ETRAYES   inclusive 

BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE— 8IVEY  SUB  MEUSE. 

(f>)    The   OOTpfl   will    ndvnnce    progressively    to    the    QOrmal    objective. 
Hpon   reaching  this  objective   it    will   exploit   towards   the   first   objective   of  rx 
ploifation. 

(885) 
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0  (6)  It  will  advance  from  the  normal  objective  towards  the  objec- 

tives of  exploitation  uf>on  orders  from  the  Commanding  General,  XVII  Corps. 
(7)  Troops: 

The    10th     (French),    15th     (French),    18th     (French),    26th 
(French),  and  29th  U.S.  Divisions. 

(C)  The  III  U.S.  Corps. 

The  III  U.S.  Corps,  while  attacking  in  accordance  with  Field  Or- 
der No.  33  and  36,  will  be  prepared  to  assist  with  its  right  division  in  the  at- 
tack and  exploitation  of  the  XVII  French  Corps.  The  33d  Division  will, 
•aX  a  later  date,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commanding  General,  XVII 
Corps,  for  this  purpose.  The  Commanding  General,  33d  Division,  will  at  once 
get  in  touch  with  the  Commanding  General,  XVII  Corps. 

(D)  The  IV  U.S.  Corps  and  the  2d  Colonial  Corps — No  change  in  mis- 
sion. 

(E)  Army   Artillery,   Aviation  and   Services   will  be  prepared  to  assist 
in  the  attack. 

(X)   Changes  in  boundary. 

Boundary  between  III  U.S.  Corps  and  the  XVII  French  Corps — 
the  MEUSE  RIVER  one  kilometer  West  of  BRABANT  to  the  XVII  Corps— 
FORGES  to  the  III  Corps— CHATTANCOURT  to  the  XVII  Corps— GER- 
MONVILLE  to  the  17th  Corps— FROMEREVELLE  to  the  III  Corps— BAL- 
LEYCOURT  to  the  XVII  Corps— LEMPIRE  to  the  XVII ,  Corps,— SENON- 
COURT  to  the   XVII  Corps. 

The  CHATTANCOURT-FORGES  ROAD  will  be  used  in  common 
by  both  corps. 

(Y)  Relief. 

The  relief  of  the  troops  of  the  III  Corps  holding  portions  of  the 
front  assigned  to  the  XVII  French  Corps,  will  be  made  by  mutual  agreement 
between  the  corps  commanders,  and  will  be  completed  not  later  than  2-1  Hours, 
October  6th. 

IV.  No  change  in  administrative  details. 

V.  No  change  in  P.C's  or  axes  of  liaison. 

By  command  of  General  Pershing: 

H.  A.  DRUM, 
Chief  of  Staff. 

FIRST  ARMY 
AMERICAN   EXPEDITIONARY   FORCES 
S  E  C  F  E  T   .  FRANCE 

7  October  1918,  12  hours. 
FIELD  ORDERS 
No.  46 

MAP:      SPECIAL  MAP  NO.    12   G-3.      VERDUN — MEZIERES    1/80,000 
METZ — CHALONS — MEZIERES     1/200,000.      METZ     AND 
COMMERCY    1/80,000. 

I.  No  change  in  the  hostile  situation. 

The  Allied  Armies  continue  their  attack. 
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II.  The  1st  American  Army  will  seize  and  hold  the  heights  West  of 
ROMAGNE-SOUS-MONTFAUCON  and  the  COTES  DE  MEUSE 
East  of  CONSENVOYE  on  October  8,   1918. 

III.   (A)   The  V  Corps. 

1.  The  V  Corps,  reinforced  by  the  1st  Division  and  by  one  bri- 
gade of  infantry  of  the  91st  Division,  will  attack  at  an  hour  designated  by 
I  he  Corps  Commander. 

2.  It  will  capture  the  heights  West  of  ROMAGNE-SOUS-MONT- 
FAUCON while  covering  its  right  by  capturing  and  holding  the  CUNEL 
heights.  Special  precautions  will  be  taken  to  cover  the  left  flank  of  the  attack, 
especially  on  the  front  FLEVILLE— SOMMERANCE  exclusive. 

3.  Zone  of  Action  : 

Right   Boundary — No  change. 

Left   Boundary — BAULNY   exclusive — EXERMONT    inclusive 
--MONTREFAGNE  inclusive— FLEVILLE  exclusive. 

(B)   The  XVII  French  Corps  will  attack  in  accordance  with  F.O.  No.  39. 

(C)   IV  Corps,  II  Colonial  Corps,  XXXIII  French  Corps— No  change  in 
mission. 

(D)  The  III  Corps. 

(1)    The  IN  Corps  will  protect  the  flanks  of  the  attack  of  the  V 
Corps  and  XVII  Corps. 

(2)    It    will    push    reconnaissances    to    the    front    and    assist    the   at- 
tack of  the  V  and   XVII   Corps  with   artillery   fire.      It    will   bo   prepared   to  at 
tack  and  seize  the  heights  in    its   Immediate   front   upon   orders   from   the   Arniv 
Commander.     The  33d  Division  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  carry  out   the  stated 
plans  of  the  XVII  Corps. 

(E)  The   I   Corps. 

(1)  The    I    Corps    will    protect    the    left    of    the    attack    of    the    V 
Corps. 

(2)  It    will    push    reconnaissances   to    the    front    and    assist    the    at 
tack   of  the   V  Corps   with   artillery  fire.      It    will   he   prepared   to  advance   upon 
orders  of  the  Army  Commander. 

(3)  Zone  of  Action: 

Right   Boundary— BAULNY  inclusive— EXERMONT  exclv 

Sivc— MONTBEFAGNE  exclusive—  FLE VI  LLE    inclusive. 

Left    boundary-- No   change. 
(F)   The    Army    Artillery    will    support    the   attack    of   the    V    and    X  V 1  I 
Corps    and    WlH    concentrate    upon    the    hostile    batteries    and    positions    in    the 

heights  BOI8  DE  8E8NE8  West  of  ROMAGNE  and  on  the  Basl  bank  of  the 
MISUSE 

(X)  Changes  in  corps  zones  of  action  and  the  attachment  of  the  1st 
Division  and  one  brigade  of  the  91st  Division  to  the  V  Corps  will  take  effect 
at  17  hours,  October  7th. 
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IV.  Administrative  details — no  change. 
V.  P.C.  's.  and  Axes  of  Liaison — no  change. 

By  Command   of   General  Pershing: 


■ 

H.  A.  DRUM, 
Chief  of  Staff 

Distribution : 

C.G. 

C.G.  Army  Reserve  Divisions. 

C.  of  S 

a 

C.G.  2d  American  Army 

D.C.  of 

s. 

G.H.Q.,  A.E.F.,  G-3 

G-l 

G.Q.G.  A.E.  et  N.E. 

0-2 

for  Gen.  Petain  and 

(i-3 

2  copies  to  Col.  de  Chambrun 

G-4 

C.G.  G.A.E. 

G-.- 

C.G.  G.A.C. 

C.A.S. 

C.G.  Eighth  French  Army 

C.A.A. 

C.G.  Fourth  French  Army 

C.S.O. 

C.G.  Second  French  Army 

C.0.0. 

C.G.  XXXIII  French  Corps 

C.E. 

C.G.  XVII  French  Corps 

C.T.C. 

C.G.  II  Colonial  Corps 

C.G.  I 

Corps 

C.G.  V  Corps 

C.G.  Ill  Corps      C.G.  IV  Corps 


FIRST  ARMY 

AMERICAN  EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES 

FRANCE 

7  October,  1918,  18  hours. 
F3ELD  ORDERS 
NO.  48 

1.  The  33d  Division  is  placed  under  the  command  of  the  XVII  French. 
Corps,  to  take  effect  at  19:00  Hours,  October  7,  1918. 

2.  Changes  in  Corps  Boundries  will  appear  in  a  later  order. 

By  Command  of  General  Pershing: 

H.  A.  DRUM, 

Chief  of  Staff. 


Distribution  : 

C.G. 

C.G. 

I  Corps 

0.  of  S. 

C.G. 

III  Corps 

D.C.  of  S. 

C.G. 

IV  Corps 

G-l 

C.G. 

V  Corps 

G  2 

C.G. 

II  C.A.C. 
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G-3  C.G.  Second  French  Army 

G-4  C.G.  Fourth  French  Army 

G-5  C.G.  Eighth  French  Army 

C.A.A.  C.G.  G.A.C. 

C.A.S.  C.G.  G.A.E. 

O.S.O.  2  copies  to  Col.  de  Chambrun 

C.E.  for  Gen.  Petain  and 

CG.O.  G.Q.G.  A.E.  et  N.E. 

C.T.C.  G.H.Q.,   A.E.F.,   G-3 

C.G.  XVII  French  Corps         C.G.  Second  American   Army 

C.G.  XXXIII  French  Corps    C.G.  33d   Division 


HEADQUARTERS  29TH  DIVISION 
AMERICAN   EXPEDITIONARY   FORCES 
FRANCE 
SECRET 

HELD  ORDERS 

No.     18  7  October  18—10:30  o'clock. 

MAPS:      VKKDfX — BRAKDEVILLE   1/20,000;    MONTFAUCON    1/50,000. 

The  XVII  Army  Corps   (French)    will  attack  on    I)  day  at   B    hour  OS 

the  front   it  now  occupies,   in  a  general   Northerly  direction,   with  the  object    of 

gaining  possession  of  the  COTES  DE  MEU8E  between  the  MEUSE  and  the 
TIUNTE. 

II.  PHASES  OF   THE   ATTACK : 

The  attack  as  fat  at  the  20th  Division  is  concerned  haa  two  phases: 
phases: 

(1 )  Until  the  capture  of  the  normal  objective t  during  which  the  18th 

Division    (French),    with    the    .',8th    Infantry    Brigade    and    loSth     Fiehl 

Artillery  Brigade  attached,  attacks  on  the  front  SAM00NEU2  (in- 
clusive)—  BEAUMONT  (exclusive),  and  the  29th  Division,  less  nbove 
nnits,    remains   in   Corps    Reserve. 

(2)  After  the  normal  ol>jeeti\e  is  rfaiiirfl,  when   the  58th    Infantry    Bri- 
gade and   I58th  Field  Artillery  Brigade  revert  to  the  29th  Division, 

and   the  20th   Division  ntta-cks  .'it   K   hour  on  the  front:    road   fork  24.0 
—80.6— Point    20.6—81.2. 

Ill  ZONES  OF  action  AM)  OBJECTIVES  DURING  second  PHASE: 
(j)  On  the  right:     Point  26.7—81.8  in  RAVIN  DE  MOLLEVTLLE— 

Point  26.8—82.7    in    HOIS    D  'ETBAYE6— thence    Northeast    alone; 
CONSEN  VOY  Iv  KTKA  V  B    ROA  D. 

On  the  left:      Road  fork  21.0— 80.6— due   North  to  SILLON    FO\ 
TAjNE  FME   (exclusive). 
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The  normal  objective  is  the  general  line:  South  edge  of  CON- 
SENVOYE— MOLLEVILLE  FME— RAVIN  DE  MOLLEVILLE. 
This  will  be  the  line  of  departure  of  this  division. 

The  first  objective  of  exploitation  is  the  line:  Point  24.0 — 82.8 
in  RAVIN  DE  MOYEMONT— Point  25.0— 83.2— Point  26.5— 
82.8  on  CONSENVOYE— ETRAYE  ROAD— thence  along  that 
road  to  Point  28.2—83.3. 

The  second  objective  of  exploitation  is  the  line:  Point  24.0 — 
84.4,  400  meters  Southeast  of  SILLON  FONTAINE  FME,  thence 
East  and  Northeast  through  FOND  DE  LA  QUEUE  to  Point 
26.3— 85.0— thence  East  to  Point  27.0—85.0. 

IV.  ACTION  OF  NEIGHBORING  UNITS: 

1.  The  18th  Division  on  the  right  continues  its  attack  beyond  the 
normal  objective,  to  the  line  CREPION  (exclusive) — Point  27.3 — 
83.3. 

2.  The  33d  Division  crosses  from  the  left  bank  of  the  MEUSE  and 
attacks  with  its  artillery  and  one  regiment  of  infantry,  on  the 
left  of  the  29th  Division. 

V.  GENERAL  PLAN  OF  ACTION: 

No  units  will  pass  the  normal  objective  before  H  plus  iy2  hours. 

The  29th  Division  will  push  its  advance  vigorously  to  the  2d  ob- 
jective of  exploitation,  assisting,  if  necessary,  the  attack  of  the 
18th  Division  on  its  right. 

On  reaching  the  second  objective  of  exploitation  the  advanced 
troops  will  immediately  entrench  their  position  and  prepare  to 
hold  it  against  counterattack. 

VI.  INFANTRY : 

1.  The  infantry  will  attack  with  one  brigade  in  the  line,  the  other  in 
reserve.  The  58th  Brigade,  entering  the  attack  with  the  18th 
Division,  continues  its  attack  in  the  zone  of  the  29th  Division  until 
relieved. 

Brigades  attack  with  regiments  side  by  side,  the  right  regiment 
with  two  battalions,  the  left  regiment  with  one  battalion  in  the 
first  line. 

2.  Limit  between  regiments:  General  North  and  South  line  through 
BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  from  road  along  edge  of 
woods,  400  meters  West  of  MOLLEVILLE  FME,  to  Point  25.0— 
84.5  on  TRAXCHEE  DE  LA  COURIETTE.  This  subsector  limit 
is  generally  parallel  to  and  100  meters  West  of  meridian  26. 

3.  Assaulting  battalions : 

Assaulting  battalions  will  be  relieved  only  when  necessary.  Each 
one  will  be  pushed  to  its  limit. 

To  each  assaulting  battalion  will  be  assigned  one  machine  gun 
company  and  one  section  of  75  's.  The  37  mm.  and  the  Stokes 
Mortar  platoons  will  be  placed  in  the  front  line. 
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To   each   second-line  battalion   will   be  assigned   one   machine   gun 
company. 

4.  The  advance  of  the  entire  front  is  important.  Organizations  ad- 
jacent to  those  which  may  be  temporarily  checked  will  therefore 
not  hesitate  to  push  forward  even  though  it  may  take  them  be- 
yond the  rest  of  the  front  for  the  time  being.  They  will  also 
lend  assistance  on  their  flanks  even  though  it  may  take  them  out- 
side their  zones  of  action  for  a  time. 

VII.  LIAISON: 

The  Commanding  General  of  the  attacking  brigade  will  estab- 
lish with  the  18th  Division  on  his  right  and  with  the  33d  Division 
on  his  left,  a  mixed  combat  liaison  group  of  one-half  company  of 
infantry  and  one  section  of  machine  guns  from  each  division. 

This  group  will  march  along  the  general  limiting  lines  between 
the  divisions  and  abreast   of  the  second-line  battalions. 

Plan  of  Liaison  hereto  attached  and  marked  "A. " 

Axis  of  Liaison:  VACHERAUVILLE  —  Point  2f>.2— 73.8— 
SAMOGNEUX  BRABANT -MALBEOUCK  COTE  338  —  MOLLE- 
VILLE  FME. 

Watches  will  be  synchronized  by  the  Division  Signal  Officer, 
commencing  6   October   IS,   nightly  at   20:00   o'clock. 

On  the  nighl  of  D-l  to  1)  day  a  second  synchronization  will  be 
made  at  2:00  o'clock. 

VIII.  The  57th   Cnfantry   Brigade  and   110th   Machine  Gun   Bn.  will  con 

stitute    the    division    reserve.      The    division    reserve    Will    take    posi- 
tion   under    orders    to    be    issued    ns    the    first    phase    of    the    ad  ion 

progresse 

IX.  ARTILLERY: 

/.  The  artillery  will  be  used  in  accordance  with  the  Artillery  Plan 
to  be  prepared  and  submitted  by  the  artillery  commander. 

t.  Tie-  infantry  will  he  preceded  at  300  meters  by  a  rolling  barrage 

which    will    be    laid    down    ut    K    hour  OS    a    line   .'500   meters    i r i    fronl 

of  the  parallel  of  departure  of  the  second  phase. 

.',.  To  each  infantry  regimenl   will  be  assigned  one  battery  <>f  7."i  's. 

A  section  will  be  attached  to  each  assauH  battalion, 
4.  One  regiment  of  75%  less  detachments  provided  for  above,  will 

be  attached  to  support  the  brigade  in  attack. 
.;.  The  artillery  preparation  will  st.'irt  ,«.t  uu  hour  to  i.e  determined 

as  the  nrst  phase  of  the  attack  progresses. 

X.  ENGINEERS: 

1.  Until  the  29th    Division  enters  the  engagement,   the    loiih    En 

gineeri    are    at    the    disposul    of    the    Chief    Engineer,    X  V I  I    Corps; 
three    companies    remain    SO    disposed    during    the    remainder    of   the 

attach. 

2.  The  CO.,  104th   Engineers,  with  the  remainder  of  his  regiment 

and   such   labor   parties  as  may  be  assigned,   will    repair   the   roads, 
following    immediately    in    ronr   of   the   second    line    l»;it  t  alions. 
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-       XI.  AIR  SERVICE: 

One  balloon  company  and  one  observation  squadron  will  be  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Division.  The  infantry  plane  will  mark  the 
line  at  K  plus  1  hour,  K  plus  3  hours,  and  thereafter  as  directed. 

XII.  P.C.'s  of  DIVISION  AND  BRIGADES: 

29th  Division P.C.  GUYNEMER 

(Vacherauville) 

158th  F.A.  Brig.,  for  2d  phase    GUYNEMER 

57th   Inf.    Brigade SAMOGNEUX 

58th  Inf.  Brigade  for  2d  phase    COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

XIII.  ADMINISTRATIVE  DETAILS   will  be  issued  later. 

MORTON, 
Major  General. 
DISTRIBUTION :      (Omitted.) 


HEADQUARTERS  29TH  DIVISION 
AMERICAN   EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES 
FRANCE 
S  E  C  R  E  T 

ANNEX  NO.   1  7  October  18. 

to 
FIELD  ORDERS 

No.  18. 

MAPS:     Verdun.  Brandeville  1/20,000,  Moxtfaucon  1/50,000. 

PLAN  OF  SUPPLY,  EVACUATION  AXD  COMMUNICATION. 

SUPPLY : 

1.  Railhead  will  remain  at  VERDUN. 

£.   Distributing  point   will   be  at    GERMONVILLE. 

.;.  Supply  Dump  will  be  established  near  MARRE,  at  which  place  two  days 
field  rations  for  the  division  will  be  located.  Two  clays  reserve  rations  will  be 
Carried  by  the  men.  Daily  issue  will  bo  made  to  the  field  trains  and  carried  by 
them  as  far  forward  as  possible  and  thence  by  carrier,  if  necessary,  to  the 
location  of  the   organization's  kitchen. 

WATER    SUPPLY  : 

7.  A  filled  canteen  of  water  will  be  carried  by  the  men.  Water  cans  will 
be  furnished  each  organization  with  which  water  may  be  carried  from  the 
water  carts  to  refill  canteens.  Water  carts  will  obtain  water  from  water  posts 
shown  on  ma])  distributed  to  regiments  and  separate  battalions,  and  carried 
as  far  forward  as  possible;  then  by  water  cans  to  the  troops. 

2.  Before  using  water  stations  in  conquered  ground,  an  analysis  will  be 
made  under  direction  of  the  Surgeon,  who  will  cause  to  be  posted,  signs,  show- 
ing whether  or  not  water  is  fit  for  use.  Until  so  notified  use  of  water  from 
stations   in   conquered   ground  is  forbidden. 
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ENGINEER    MATERIAL: 


1.  Engineer  material  will  be  supplied  to  the  Divisional  Engineers  from  the 
dump  at  CHATTANCOURT,  until  such  time  as  this  organization  comes  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Division  Commander.  Thereafter  material  may  be 
-obtained  from  the  dump  at  PETIT  BRAS.  The  material  at  this  point  is 
piled  in  lots  necessary  for  construction  of  forty  meters  of  road  in  the  follow- 
ing  quantities: 

50  Beams 
220  Half  Tree  Trunks 
50   Kilos   Spikes 
This  material  is  limited  in  quantity  and  it  is  necessary  to  hold  as  strong  a 
reserve  as  possible  in  view  of  future  operations.     The  consumption  of  material 
is  therefore  to  be  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

AMMUNITION: 

1.  Artillery  ammunition  will  be  obtained  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of 
ihe  Artillery  Brigade  through  requisition  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Corps 
Artillery.  Small  arms  ammunition  will  be  supplied  from  dump  which  has 
been  established  at  MARRE.  Pyrotechnics  will  also  be  supplied  at  this  dump. 
As  soon  as  conditions  permit  in  the  conquered  ground  an  advanced  dump  will 
be  established   for  the  supply  of  this  class  of  property. 

EVACUATION : 

AID  STATIONS. 

- 

1.   Aid    Stations    will    bo    established    by    Regimental    Surgeons    in    rear    of 

their  respective  battalions. 

DRESS  IX  (i  ST  A  TIOSS. 

1.  An  advance  dressing  station  and  litter  bearer  section  will  be  established 
at  dugout  \o.  189,  8AMOGNEU5  by  the  dressing  stations  party  of  the  L13th 
Ambulance  Company.      (This  fagotti   is  located  just    North  of  the  ruined  church 

in  SAMOGNEUX)* 

AMBULANCE  ST  A  TIONS. 

1.  The  I  Kith  Ambulance  Company,  less  dressing  station  and  litter  bearer 
section  and  entire  115th  Ambnlamc  Company,  will  be  stationed  at  CHARXY, 
and  will  work  in  the  forward  area  with  this  as  a  base,  evacuating  the  wounded 
to   an    assorting   hospital. 

STATION  FOB  8LIOHTLI  WOTTNDBDi 

1.  The   Station    for   slightly    wounded    consists   of   Camp    Infirmary    \o.    1 

one  officer  and   five  enlisted   men   detailed    from   the    lOlth   Sanitary   Train.     This 
will    be   established    at    VILLEBS    LE8    MOINKN    FARM   ,„,    the   CHABNEY- 

THIEITVTLLE  TJOAD. 
FIELD   HOSPITALS: 
I.    An    assorting    hospital    will    be   established    at    GLOBIETJX    by    the    lllth 

Field  Hospital.     The  114th  and   110th  Ambulance  Companies  win  remain   in 

reserve   at    GL0BIEUX,   prepared    to   evacuate   the    sick    and    wounded    from    the 
114th    Field    Hospital    to   the    following    eyacnation    points: 

(a)  Seriously    wounded    to    Evacuation    Hospital    No.    Hf    PETIT    MA  C.JO  V. 

(b)  Slightly  wounded  to   Kvacuation   Hospital   No.  (>  and  7,  ;it   SOUILLY. 
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(c)  Psychiatric  cases  to  BENOITE  VAUX. 

(d)  Contagious  cases  to  BENOITE  VAUX   (French  Hospital). 

(e)  Normal   sick   to   SOUILLY. 

(f)  Gassed  to  RAMBLUZIN. 

There  will  be  detailed  from  each  company  of  infantry,  four  men  as  litter 
bearers.  They  will  be  provided  with  a  written  statement  that  they  are  so  de- 
tailed which  will  be  used  as  a  permit  by  the  Military  Police  to  pass  them  to 
the  rear.  They  are  to  be  held  at  the  disposal  of  the  Division  Surgeon  at  all 
times. 

BURIAL  DETAIL: 

1.  The  Burial  Detail  will  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Burial  Officer.  A 
light  car  and  one  truck  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Burial  Officer  by 
the  Quartermaster.  The  Divisional  Chaplain  will  be  associated  with  the  Burial 
Officer  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

PB1SONEBS  OF  WAE: 

J.  Prisoners  will  be  sent  back  directly  to  the  Regimental  P.C.  where  they 
will  be  sorted  according  to  rank,  grade  and  organization,  and  nationality; 
that  is,  Alsatians,  Poles,  etc.  They  will  be  searched  at  Regimental  Head- 
quarterfl  and  all  papers,  maps,  etc.,  found  upon  them  will  be  bundled  and 
marked  with  the  prisoner's  name  and  rank  and  sent  to  the  Commanding  Of- 
ficer, Detachment  Military  Police  at  SAMOGNEUX.  The  Regimental  Com- 
mander will  provide  sufficient  guards  under  an  officer  to  escort  prisoners  to 
SAMOGNEUXj  where  they  will  be  turned  over  with  their  papers  to  the  De- 
tachment of  the  Military  police.  Detachment  of  Military  Police  consisting  of 
<m-  officer,  two  X.C.O  's  and  ten  privates  will  be  stationed  at  SAMOGNEUX 
for  the  receipt  of  prisoners  and  papers.  The  Military  Police  will  send  back 
the  prisoners  and  their  papers  to  the  rear  echelon  of  the  Division  P.C.  Prison- 
ers, such  as  are  not  needed  for  immediate  examination  by  the  A.C.  of  S.  G-2 
w.il  lie  immediately  dispatched  under  <;uard  to  the  P.C.  of  the  XVII  Army 
Corps.  Wounded  prisoners  who  can  walk  will  be  escorted  by  their  unwounded 
comrades.  Those  unable  to  walk  will  be  sent  to  the  proper  evacuation  hospital 
:.t  GLOBIBUX. 

lio  ADS. 

1.  The  reserved  road  will  be  VKRDUX  CHARXY MARRE-CTMIERES- 
REGNEVILLE-8AMOGNETJX.  This  road  is  a  two-way  road  for  all  classes 
->t  traffic,  from  VERDUN  to  MARRE,  whence  it  is  a  two-way  road  for  animal- 
drawn   traffic  only. 

2.  Two  way  roads  for   Motor  Traffic  only: 

(a)  CHAHNV BRAS  VACHKKArVILLE-SAMOGXEUX. 

(b)  SAMOGNEUX-NEUVILLE. 

(C)    CHAKXV -BBAS  YACHKKArVILLK    road— point    one    half    kilo- 
meter  X\Y  of  VATCHKKArVILLE— bridge  150— CHARNY. 
J.  One  way  roads  for  Motor  Traffic  only: 

(a)  NEUVILLE-CB AMP— bridge  151  MARRE. 

(b)  ROAD  .junction  one-half  kilometers  NW  of  VACHERAUVILLE  to 

XKUVILLE. 

(c)  Road  junction  one  half  kilometer  NW  of  VACHERAUATLLE— 
three  quarters  of  a  kilometer  SE  of  XEUVILLE-CHAMP— bridge 
151— MARRE. 
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TRAFFIC   POLICE: 

i.  The  A.P.M.  and  his  assistants  will  control  the  police  of  the  traffic  in  the 
Divisional  Area.  The  control  will  be  effected  by  stationary  posts  of  dismounted 
police  and  patrols  of  mounted  police.  The  head  of  each  post  will  be  given 
written  orders  prepared  by  the  A.P.M.,  and  a  copy  of  these  orders  will  be 
sent  to  G-2  of  the  Division.  A  detachment  of  one  officer,  2  N.C.O's  and  ten 
privates,  mounted,  will  be  stationed  in  SAMOGNEUX  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving prisoners  from  the  Regimental  Guards  and  escorting  them  to  the  rear. 

STRAGGLERS : 

1.  A  line  of  straggler  posts  will  be  established  on  the  line  CHAMP-CUMI- 
ERES-LE  MORT.  HOMME. 

The  duties  of  these  posts  are: 

(a)  To  arrest  any  man  going  to  the  rear  without  a  written  pass  signed  by 
the  Commanding  Officer  of  his  unit,  or  a  Medical  Officer.  These  passes  will  be 
valid  for  one  day  only.  They  will  indicate  the  object  of  the  mission,  days 
duration,  and  the  itinerary  to  be  followed  by  the  bearer. 

(b)  Where  written  orders  are  to  be  delivered,  the  receipted  envelope  signed 
by  the  addressee  will  be  valid  as  a  pass  for  the  bearer. 

(c)  To  stop  the  wounded  and  sick  and  direct  them  to  the  proper  aid  sta- 
tions or  hospitals. 

Empty  trucks  returning  to  the  rear  may  be  utilized  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  wounded. 

RAILROADS : 

1.  The  60  centimeter  may  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  transferring  munitions 
and  engineer  material.  Permission  from  flu-  Corps  must  be  obtained  in  ad- 
vance thru   G-1. 

canals  : 

1.  The  Canal  DE  L'KST  may  be  used  for  the  transportation  of  ammuni- 
tion and  material.  Permission  must  be  obtained  from  the  Corps  throng]]  G-1, 
24  hours  in   advance. 

MORTON, 

Major  Genera). 
distribution  :    (Omitted  ) . 


(Translation) 

18TB   DIVISION,  GENEBAL  STAFF,  8D  BUEEAU. 

NO.  840/3  P.O.  5th  Oct,  1918. 

PLAN  OF  ENGAGEMENT  OF  TEE   ISTE  INFANTRY  DIVISION. 

7.  MISSION  OF  THE  18th  DIVISION,  Take  the  heights  Of  BAUMONT  WOOD, 
Of  0BMONT  WOOD  and  of  CON8ENVOTE  WOOD,  in  order  to  throw  the 
enemy  back  of  the  HEU8E  heightf,  in  liaison  to  the  ri^ht  with  the  26th  French 
Division,  whieh  takes  the  CAUBES  WOOD  and  captures  the  WAVRILLK 
WOOD,  to   the   left   with   the    III    V.H.   Army  Corps   in    the    fcfETJSE    VALLEY. 

Exploit    toward   the    North    and    Northeast    the  success   obtained,    in   order 


See  Map  No.  1. 
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to  tave  a  view  of  the  valley  of  DAMVILLERS,  but  without  going  down  into 
the  valley  of  the  THINTE.     [The  THINTE  runs  N.  through  DAMVILLERS]. 

2.  infantry  dispositions.  The  18th  Division  is  reinforced  by  the  66th  In- 
fantry, the  67th,  68th  and  69th  Senegalese  Sharpshooter  Battalions. 

It  leaves  in  the  sector  under  the  orders  of  the  General  commanding  the 
10th  Colonial  Infantry  Division,  the  staff  and  two  battalions  of  the  32d  French 
Infantry.     It  has  initially  at  its  disposal  the  58th  U.S.  Brigade. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  operations,  the  18th  French  Division  is  dis 
posed  like  a  division  with  two  brigades,  having  its  four  regiments  joined : 
Right  Brigade,  77th  Infantry  reinforced  by  the  67th  Battalion  of  Senegalese 
sharpshooters;  and  the  66th  French  Infantry,  reinforced  by  the  68th  and  69th 
Battalions  Senegalese  sharpshooters.  Left  Brigade,  58th  American  Brigade, 
composed  of  the  115th  and  116th  American  regiments. 

One  battalion  of  the  32d  French  Infantry  will  be  Divisional  Reserve. 

This  provisional  organization  has  for  its  objective  the  gaining  toward 
the  North  of  the  saddle  of  SAMOGNEUX,  the  necessary  space  to  allow  the 
entry  into  action  of  the  29th  Division,  American  Infantry,  whose  General  will 
command  after  the  conquest  of  the  normal  objective,  at  an  hour  which  will  be 
fixed  by  the  General  commanding  the  XVII  Army  Corps,  French. 

Limits  of  action  of  the  Division  and  the  regiments. 

Departure  Base 
Intermediate  Objective 
Exploitation  Objective. 

3.  placing  of  troops:  All  troops  must  be  in  their  places  on  the  day  D  at 
Zero  hour  one  minute.     The  disposition  of  battalions  is  given  by  Map  No.  2. 

The  battalions  of  the  66th  and  67th  occupy  the  C.R.'s  Provence  and 
Auvergne,  covering  the  placing  of  the  troops  and  remain  as  a  safety  garrison 
in  the  departure  trenches.  These  battalions  could  be  put  at  the  disposal  of 
their  commanders  after  the  capture  of  the  normal  objective,  as  supply  troops. 

The  battalion  of  the  66th  occupies  on  the  day  D  minus  1  the  P.A.  (strong 
point)  DES  ROCHES,  and  the  village  of  BRABANT  to  cover  the  placing  of 
the  58th  Brigade,  U.S. 

4.  EXECUTION  OF  the  attack.  At  zero  hour,  beginning  of  the  artillery  pre- 
paration and  departure  of  infantry,  rate  of  advance  100  meters  in  four  minutes. 
There  will  be  no  rolling  barrage  but  fixed  barrages  which  will  be  put  on  the 
essential  points  of  the  enemy's  organizations.  They  will  cease  successively  in 
order  to  allow  the  progress  of  the  infantry.  The  infantry  marches  closely  to 
the  successive  barrages.  During  the  five  minutes  which  precede  each  of  the 
hours  indicated  on  the  map  No.  1,  these  barrages  will  cease  and  the  infantry 
will  go  forward  until   it  comes  close  to  the  next  barrage. 

.J.  INTERMEDIATE  OBJECTIVE.  The  first  line  battalions  have  the  mission  to 
gain  the  intermediate  objectives,  to  stop  there  and  to  mop  up  the  woods  be- 
hind them  and  to  organize  defensively.  They  are  joined  by  the  second  line 
battalions  which  follow  at  a  distance  of  500  meters.  In  the  neighboring  point 
of  the  intermediate  objective  where  they  fight,  the  first  line  battalions  stop 
there,  the  2nd  line  battalions  executing  a  passage  of  lines  and  jump  off  from 
the  intermediate  objective   at   Zero   hour  plus  4:30. 

6.  normal  objective.  They  gain  the  normal  objective  where  they  stop, 
organize  the  position   and   prepare   to   resist   counterattacks.     They  are  joined 
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by  the  third  line  battalions,  which  have  the  mission  to  exploit  the  success. 
These  battalions  follow  first  at  1000  meters  from  the  second  line  battalions 
and  jump  off  from  the  intermediate  objective  at  the  moment  when  the  second 
line  battalions  have  taken  the  normal  objective. 

?.  exploitation.  At  Zero  hour  plus  7:30,  the  third  line  battalions  send 
strong  reconnoitering  parties  toward  the  exploitation  objectives  situated  in 
their  fighting  zones.  Immediately  after  reconnoitering  parties  have  gained 
sufficient  distance,  they  march  forward  by  executing  a  passage  of  lines  to  oc- 
cupy these  objectives,  organize  the  resistance  and  send  forward  contact  groups 
to  maintain  contact  with  the  enemy. 

8.  liaison:  (1)  A  liaison  detachment  commanded  by  a  company  com- 
mander of  the  77th  French  Infantry,  composed,  one  half  company  of  the  92d 
French  Infantry  (26th  Div  French)  one  half  company  and  one  machine  gun 
section  taken  from  the  second  line  battalion  of  the  77th,  will  be  on  the  day  D 
at  Zero  hour  1  minute  in  the  trench,  TRIEVES,  at  the  point  81.56.  It  will  con- 
stantly follow  the  fighting  zone  of  the   18th  Division  on  its  Eastern  limit. 

(2)   A   detachment   commanded  by   a   company   commander   of   the   66th 
French  Infantry,  composed: 

One  half  company  and  one  machine  gun  section  taken  from  the  second 
line  battalion  of  the  66th  French  Infantry,  and  of 

One  half  company  of  the  LI 6th  infantry,  American,  will  be  placed  on 
the  day  D  at  Zero  hour  1  minute  on  the  road  East  of  SAMOGNKl'X,  at  point 
63.56.      It  will  constantly  follow   the   West  limit    of  the    18th    Division. 

(3)  The  General  commanding  the  divisional  infantry  of  the  18th  Division 
and  the  General  commanding  the  ~»8th  Brigade  U.&.  will  detail  similar  mixed 

detachments  to  follow  the  interior  limits  of  the  two  regiments.  All  liaison 
detachments  will  march  abreast  of  the  first  line  and  will  not  he  relieved  until 
the  arrival  on   the   normal   objective, 

.9.  ARTILLERY.  The  18th  Division  will  have  to  help  in  its  attack  the  follow- 
ing artillery  groups: 

211th  f.a.  less  i  group 

1  group  33d    F.A. 

2  groups    155 

2  groups  38d  f.a. 
1  group  22 1    F.A. 
1  group  155 

J  Tingle  r.s.  Field  Artillery 

Brigade  r.s.  j  :;  groups  F.s.  ir,r, 

The  action  of  the  artillery  is  regulated  by  a  special  plan  whose  indications 
are  placed  on  the  Map  No.  X. 

10.  KNOINKKKS.  The  comnuimler  of  the  division;! I  engineers  of  the  1 8th  Div. 
1ms  at  his  disposal : 

(a)  2   companies   belonging   to    the   division    9/2   nml    9/52, 

(b)  i  engineer  company  of  the  loth  Div.  Colonial  Inf. 

(c)  l  battalion  of  pioneera  L/71. 

(d)  The    Div.    Section    18   and    Div.    Section    Arm  v. 

(e)  The-  disciplinary   phitoon   of  the   77th    French   Inf.'intry. 

besides  these,   on   the   night    D -1    to    D,   he   puts   to   work    in   the   future  fight- 
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ing  zone  of  the  29th  American  Division  three  American  engineer  companies  of 
this  division,  which  have  been  employed  until  now  by  the  Colonel  commanding 
the  engineers  of  the  XVII  Army  Corps. 

The  essential  mission  of  the  engineers  is  the  rapid  repairing  of  communicat- 
ing roads.  This  work  is  in  charge  of  the  18th  Division  for  the  roads  VA- 
CHERAUVILLE-SAMOGNEUX;  RAVINE  DES  CAURES;  HAUMONT- 
FLABAS;   HAUMONT-CREPION. 

Of  the  29th  Division,  American,  for  the  roads  SAMOGNEUX-CONSEN- 
VOYE-ETRAYE  and  BRABANT-MALBROUCK. 

The  engineers  of  the  army  corps  in  charge  of  circuit  VACHERAUVILLE- 
CHAMPNEUVILLE-CHAMP-VACHERAUVILLE. 
Of  the  road  CHAMP-BRIDGE   151. 
Of  the  road  SAMOGNEUX-REGNEVILLE-CUMIERES. 
The  building  of  the  bridge  over  the  canal  of  SAMOGNEUX  on  the  night 
from  D  minus  1  to  D  is  put  in  charge  of  the  18th  Division.     The  engineers  of 
che  Army  corps  build  at  the  same  moment  a  bridge  on  the  MEUSE  at  the  height 
of   REGNEVILLE. 

11.  The  Cavalry  Squadron  of  the  18th  Division  will  be  placed  on  the  day 
D  at  Zero  hour  plus  2  at  CHARNY  (its  captain  at  the  P.C.  of  the  18th  Divi- 
sion). He  has  the  mission  to  furnish  escorts  for  prisoners  and  the  right  liai- 
son group  also  reinforces  the  control  of  the  roads. 

12.  P.C— See  Map  No.  3. 

The  different  authorities  who  occupy  these  P.C.  's  must  be  placed  in 
Ihem  on  the  day  D-l  at  15  o'clock.  All  liaison  must  have  been  established  and 
verified  at  that  time. 

18.  miscellaneous    (a)   Equipment,  storming  equipment,  with  blanket  and 

shelter  half,  two  days  reserve  rations,  no  pack, 
(b)   In  each  platoon  a  shelter  half  will  be  sewed  on 
one  side  with  white  cloth,  in  order  to  make  doubly 
successful  the  operations  of  signal  panels,  and  to 
help   the   working   of  the   small  individual   panels. 

Note. — The  orders  concerning  aviation,  the  liaison,  the  communications,  the 

supplies,  the  evaucation,  will  be  dealt  with  in  following  instructions  to  be  sent 

later. 

ANDLAUER, 

General,  Commanding  18th  D.I. 


18TH    DIVISION,  GENERAL  STAFF,  3D  BUREAU 

No.   843/3 

ADDITION  TO  THE  PLAN  OF  ENGAGEMENT,  No.  840/8 

of  the  5th   October,  1918. 

THE  PLACING  OF  THE  58TH  BRIGADE  U.S.  on  the  night  of  day  Dl  to  D 

1.  initial  point:  Fork  of  roads  leading  from  CHARNY  to  the  FARM  ST 
BARRE  and  to  the  FARM  VILLERS  LES  MOINES  (1  Kil.  Southwest  of 
CITARNY). 

2.  GENERAL    ITINERARY,    STARTING    FROM    THE    INITIAL    POINT     (except    for    One 

battalion   of  the   115th  Infantry  U.S.) 
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Station   of  CHARNY— Ford   800   meters   immediately   West   of   VACH- 
ERAUVILLE,  NEUVILLE,  OLD  MILL  DE  COTELETTES,  SAMOGNEUX. 
S.  machine  guns:     Assignment  of  machine  guns  to  the  different  units  will 
be  determined  by  the  General  commanding  the  58th  Brigade  U.S. 

4.  order  of  march:  Two  battalions  of  the  115th  Infantry  (the  3d  Bat- 
talion goes  to  REGNEVILLE).     Three  battalions  of  the  116th   Infantry. 

The  1st  Battalion  of  the  115th  presents  its  head  at  the  initial  point 
at  18:00  o'clock. 

The  2nd  Battalion  of  the  115th  presents  its  head  at  the  initial  point 
at  18:30  o'clock. 

The  1st  Battalion  of  the  116th  presents  its  head  at  the  initial  point 
at  19:00  o'clock. 

The  2d  Battalion  of  the  116th  Infantry  presents  its  head  at  the  initial 
point  at   19:30  o'clock. 

The  3d  Battalion  of  the  116th  presents  its  head  at  the  initial  point  at 
20:00  o'clock. 

The  3d  Battalion  of  the  115th  goes  to  REGNEVILLE,— Itinerary 
through  MARRE  and  CUMIERES,  leaving  billets  at  18:00  o'clock. 

Each  battalion  will  be  disposed  of  to  a  depth  of  1  Kil.,  taking  sufficient 
distance  between  the  companies,  and  between  the  platoons  to  obtain  a  more 
elastic   marching   formation   and    in  order   to   avoid   jamming. 

5.  position's:  The  American  Brigade  will  be  covered  while  taking  its  posi- 
tion, and  until  Zero  hour  by  one  Company  and  one  or  two  machine  gun  sec- 
tions of  the  w;th  French  [nfantry  occupying  the  strong  points  DES  ROCHES 
and  BRABANT,  on  the  day  JM  at  the  beginning  of  darkness.  (Sec  its  em- 
placements on  the  enclosed   map.; 

The  1st  Battalion  of  the  I  loth  uill  occupy  its  departure  base  on  the 
South  slope  of  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES  between  fche  quarry  at  point  40.70  (500 
meters  Southeast  of  BRABANT)  and  the  ravine  oriental  Southwest  North- 
east   (1200    meters    Southeast    of    BBABANT)    facing    North. 

The  2d  Battalion  Of  fche  L15tb  takes  its  position  behind  the  1st,  Battalion 
South  of  the  road   SAMOGNETX  HKABANT,   using   the  canal   as  shelter, 

The  3d  Battalion  of  fche   L15th  takes  position  at   REGNEVILLE  ready 

to   cross   the    MKl'SK. 

The    1st    Battalion    Of    fche    MOth    takes    its    base   of   departure    between    the 

ravine  at    1200  meters  Southeast   of  BBABANT  already  mentioned   and   fche 
road  8AMOGNEUX-HAITMONT,  its  right  at  this  road,  its  left  at  a   point 

49.64,  facing  North. 

The  2d   Battalion   will   be   placed    behind   the   South   of   the   road   SAMOG 

NEUX— BBABANT,  in  fche  canal, 

The  3d  Battalion  will  stop  at  1500  meters  about  Northeast  of  NJ2U- 
VILLI   and    remain    in    reserve   West    Of  the    road    NTEUVlLLB-SAMOGNEUX, 

using  fche  canal  as  shelter, 

6.  oriDES:  Guides  furnished  by  the  46th  French  Infantry  arc  composed 
of  one  OttiCeS  per  American  Regiment,  One  S. ('.().  and  four  men  for  each  of 
the  five  American  battalions  taking  position  on  the  right  bank  of  the  MEUSE, 
will  be  found   at    the  crossing  of  the   MKl'SK  800  meters   immediately   West   of 

VACHEBAUTTLLE  on  the  day  D  i  at    18:30.    These  guides  will  lead  these 

battalions    to    the    positions    indicated    on    the    enclosed    map,    will    help    them    in 
their    placing   and    will    remain    at    their    disposal    until    Zero   hour. 

7.  ATTACKING    DISPOSITIONS  ■ 
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(a)  First  Line  Battalions: — The  first  line  battalions  will  be  disposed: 
2  companies  in  first  line. 

2  companies  in  second  line. 

Immediately  after  the  departure  and  during  the  forward  march,  each 
company  of  the  first  line  will  be  preceded  by  a  platoon  deployed  at  very  great 
intervals,  which  will  be  used  as  forward  guard  and  which  will  be  joined  by  the 
other  wave  upon  its  arrival  close  to  the  artillery  barrage. 

The  remainder  of  the  first  line  companies  will  follow  as  long  as  possible 
in  small  columns  the  forward  guard  platoons,  and  will  be  deployed  only  at  the 
last  moment  in  emergency. 

The  second  line  companies  will  also  follow  in  small  columns  and  will 
deploy  only  when  they  arrive  at  the  first  line.  These  second  line  companies 
will  furnish  the  necessary  elements  to  mop  up  immediately  the  trenches  and 
particularly  the  woods  behind  the  first   line  units. 

(b)  Second  Line  Battalions:  The  second  line  battalions  will  take  the 
] -laces  of  the  attacking  battalions  as  soon  as  these  have  left  their  positions, 
am1,  will  move  in  order  to  keep  a  distance  of  about  500  meters  between  their 
heads  and  the  last  elements  of  the  preceding  battalion. 

They  will  proceed  by  successive  jumps  from  cover  to  cover  and  will  only 
come  close  to  the  first  line  battalions  when  those  will  have  taken  the  inter- 
mediate objective.  Their  movements  must  be  regulated  in  order  that  the  pas- 
sage of  lines  should  be  terminated  at  Zero  hour  plus  4:30. 

(c)  Third  Line  Battalions:  The  third  line  battalion  of  the  115th  will 
commence  to  cross  the  MEUSE  at  Zero  hour  and  will  take  in  the  canal,  the 
place  left  free  by  the  second  battalion  of  the  same  regiment. 

The  third  line  battalion  of  the  116th  will  go  forward  at  Zero  hour  be- 
tween the  canal  and  the  SAMOGNEUX  ROAD  and  will  take  the  place  left 
free. 

These  two  battalions  will  only  move  when  the  second  line  battalions  are 
1000  meters  beyond  their  base  of  departure,  and  will  regulate  their  move- 
ments under  the  same  conditions  as  already  indicated  for  the  second  line  bat- 
talions. 

ANDLAUER, 
General,  Commanding  18th  D.I. 
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I.  The  first  American  Army  continues  its  advance  East  and  West  of  the 
MEUSE.  The  XVII  Corps  has  in  the  past  three  days  captured  over 
4,000  prisoners;  of  these,  approximately  1,800  were  taken  by  troops 
of  this  division.     The  advance  will  be  continued  tomorrow. 
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II.  The  29th  Division  (less  57th  Infantry  Brigade,  which  will  operate 
under  command  of  the  18th  Division,  French)  attacks  under  its  own 
Commander,   11  October  18,  at  six  o'clock. 

III.  ZONES   OF  ACTION  AND  OBJECTIVES: 

115th  Infantry,  between  parallels  24  and  25. 
116th  Infantry,  between  parallels  25  and  26. 

The   first    objective   of   exploitation   is   the   general   line:    24.0 — 82.8; 
26.0—82.9. 

The  second  objective  of  exploitation  is  the  general  line;   24.0 — 84.4; 
25.0—84.7;    26.0—85.2. 

IV.  On  reaching  the  second  objective  of  exploitation   the  troops   will   en- 

trench their  position   and   prepare  to  hold  it   against   counterattacks. 

V.  The  infantry  will  attack  with   regiments   side  by  side,  each   with  one 

battalion   on  the  first   line.     It  is  reported   that   enemy   machine   gun 

nests  line  the  Southern  edge  of  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE  MON- 

TAGNE,  and  these  should  be  flanked  out  by  the  regiment  on  the  left 

before  the  open  ground  West  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  is  passed  over. 

VI.  Assaulting  battalions  will   be  relieved  only  when  necessary;    each   one 

will  be  pushed  to  its  limit. 

VII.  To  each  assaulting  battalion  will  be  assigned  one  machine  gun  com- 
pany, the  37  mm.  and  the  Stokes  Mortar  Platoon. 

To  each  second  line  battalion  will  be  assigned  one  machine  gun  com- 
pany. 

VIII.  The  brigade  commander  will  establish  with  the  18th  Division  on  his 
right  and  the  33d  Division  on  his  left,  a  mixed  combat  liaison  group 
of  one-half  Company  of  infantry  and  one  section  of  machine  guns. 
Combat  liaison  will  be  rigidly  maintained  between  the  regiments 
throughout. 

IX.  The  104th  Engineers  (less  one  battalion)  and  110th  M.d.  Bn.  will  con- 
stitute the  division  reserve.  Each  will  maintain  at  Division  Head- 
quarters a  liaison  agent   for  the  expeditions  delivery  of  orders. 

X.  ('.})  The  artillery  will  support  the;  advance  of  the  infantry  and  by 
close  liaison  with  it,  will  ensure  the  prompt  concentration  of  its  fire 
on  such  strong  points  as  may  impede  the  progress  of  the  assaulting 
battalions,       Slow    fire    during    the    night     will    be     maintained    on    the 

West  edge  of  the  BOIfl  IM'LTIM'V  and  the  BOIS  DE  LA  GRANDE 

AIONTAONK.     At   5j80,  October    11th  an   intense   barrage   will   be   put 
down  on   the  South  edge  of  the  BOIS   DE  LA   GRANDE   MONTAGNE 

and  its  continuation  to  the  West,  and  lifted  at  a  safe  rate  toward* the 
North. 

(b)  To  each   infantry   regiment   will  be  assigned   one   battery   of  75 's. 

(c)  At  as   early   an   hour   as   tin-   change   can    be   made    without    detri 
menl    to    the   efficient    use   of   the    artillery,    and    not    later    than    21:00 
o'clock    tomorrow,    11    October    18,    one    regiment    of    75  's    will    be    as 

signed  to  each  Infantry  regimental  sub  sector;  the  regimental  P.G.'s 

of  the   infantry   and   artillery  commander  will   be  at    the   same   place. 
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XI.  Administrative  Orders  follow. 

XII.     P.C.  29th  Division    .  .  .  .# P.C.  GUYNEMER 

(  V  ACHERAUVILLE ) 

P.C.  57th  Inf.  Brig  (detached) COTE  DES  ROCHES 

P.C.   58th  Inf.  Brig MALBROUCK 

P.C.  158th  F.A.  Brig FORT  DE  VACHERAUVILLE. 

MORTON, 
Major  General. 
distribution:      (Omitted.) 


****** 
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MAPS:        VERDUN — BRANDEVILLE    1/20,000 

I.  The  British  are  still  advancing  and  are  East  of  LE  CATEAU.  The 
French,  between  RH  KIMS  and  the  ARGONNK,  have  advanced  11 
Km.  on  a  40  Km.  front.  The  First  American  Army  is  again  advanc- 
ing West  of  the   MKUSE. 

II.  This  division  attacks  on  its  present  front  on  D  day  at  H  hour,  in  con- 
junction with  the  33d  Division  on  the  left  and  the  57th  Brigade  op- 
erating under  the  18th  Division  on  its  right,  with  the  object  of  taking 
the  heights  of  the  GRANDE   MOXTAGNE. 

III.  ZONES  OF  ACTIOS,  OBJECTIVE  AND  PARALLEL  OF  DEPAR- 

TURE: 

11.1th    Infantry,    between    parallels   24    and    25. 
116th   Infantry,  between  parallels  25  and  26. 

OBJECTIVE: 

The  first  objective  of  exploitation,  which  is  the  general  line:     24.0 — 
82.8;    25.0—83.1;    26.0—82.9. 

On    reaching   this   objective   the   troops   will   entrench   and   prepare   to 
hold   it   against   counterattack. 

PARALLEL  OF  DEPARTURE: 
116th   Infantry — present   line. 

115th  Infantry — prolongation  of  line  of  116th  Infantry  to  the  West, 
so  that   no  part  of  the  line  is  nearer  the  road — crossing  at  24.9 — 82.2 
than  500  meters.     The  left  element  of  this  line  on  the  24th  meridian 
must  not  be  North  of  the  82d  parallel. 

IV.  1 — The   infantry  will   attack   with   regiments   side   by  side,   each   with 

one   battalion   in   the   first   line;    rate   of   advance,    100   meters   in  six 
minutes. 
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2 — Assaulting  battalions  will  be  relieved  only  when  necessary;  each 
one  will  be  pushed  to  its  limit. 

3 — To  each  assaulting  battalion  will  be  assigned  one  machine  gun 
company,  the  Stokes  Mortar  platoon  and  37  mm.   platoon. 

To   each   second   line   battalion   will   be   assigned   one   machine   gun 
company. 

4 — It  is  imperative  that  the  advance  from  the  jump-off  to  the  strong 
positions  along  the  road  North  of  MOLLEVILLE  FARM  be  made 
with  the  greatest  speed  and  boldness. 

V.  1 — The  brigade  commander  will  establish  with  the  57th  Infantry  Bri- 
gade on  the  right  and  the  33d  Division  on  the  left  a  mixed  combat 
liaison  group  of  one-half  company  of  infantry  and  one  section  of  ma- 
chine  guns. 

2 — The  104th  Engineers  (less  2  companies)  and  110th  M.G.  Bn.,  will 
constitute  the  division  reserve.  Each  will  maintain  at  division  head- 
quarters a  runner  for  the  expeditious  delivery  of  orders. 

VI.   (a)   The  artillery  will  support  the  advance  of  the  infantry  and  by  close 
liaison   with   it,   will    ensure   the   prompt   concentration   of   its   fire   on 
such  strong  points  as  may  impede  the  progress  of  the  assaulting  bat 
talions. 

(b)   The  artillery  preparation  begins  at  H  hour  minus  thirty  minutes. 

(r)   To  each   infantry  regiment   will  be  assigned  one  battery   of  75's. 

VJT.   Administrative   details  remain   unchanged. 

P.C. 's    remain    unchanged. 

MOBTON, 
Major  General. 
distribution:     (Omitted.  - 
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HEADQUABTEB8  20TH     DIVISION 
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FIKLT)  OBDEE8  if.  October  is     19:80  o'clock 

Xo.    21 
MAPS:      VBKWTN — BRANDEVILLE    1/20,000 

I.   The     Division     having     attained     its     present     objective,     the     SPX'TOR 

GRAM)  MONTAGNE  will  be  organized,  effective  at  h:oo  o'clock  17 
Oct.    1H. 

LIMITS  OF  THE  SECTOSi    Meridian  24.0  to  26.5, 

JJ.  /.  The  8ECTOE   GRAND   MONTAGNE   i.s  divided    into   the   SUB- 
8ECTOB   BLUE  and   the  BUB-SEOTOB   GBAY. 

2.  Division    between    the   SUB-SEGTOB8:      The  general    line   of   the 
meridian  2o.8. 
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3.  The  SUB-SECTOR  BLUE  is  divided  into  the  Centers  of  Resistance 
RICHENE,  on  the  West,  and  MOLLEVILLE  FARM,  on  the  East. 

Divisions  between  Centers  of  Resistance:     The  meridian  25. 

4.  The  SUB-SECTOR  GRAY  consists  of  one  Center  of  Resistance, 
BULTRUY. 

III.  To  the  SUB-SECTOR  GRAY  is  assigned  the  defense  of  the  ravines 
leading  from  ETRAYE. 

Until  the  capture  of  Hill  361,  the  defense  of  the  exposed  Eastern 
flank,  from  the  right  flank  of  the  116th  Infantry  to  the  front  line  of 
the  division  on  the  right,  will  devolve  upon  the  113th  Infantry.  The 
defensive  line  will  lie  along  the  slopes  of  Hill  361  from  Point  26.5 — • 
81.4    (liaison   with   26th   Division)    to   Point   26.0—82.3. 

IV.  TROOPS: 

1.  To  the  SUB-SECTOR  GRAY  is  assigned  the  57th  Infantry  Bri- 
gade; the  113th  Infantry  in  the  line. 

2.  To  the  SUB-SECTOR  BLUE  is  assigned  the  58th  Infantry  Bri- 
gade. The  115th  Infantry  is  assigned  to  the  C.R.  RICHENE:  the 
116th   Infantry  to  the  C.R.  MOLLEVILLE  FARM. 

3.  Upon  relief  of  those  elements  of  the  113th  Infantry  East  of  meri- 
dian 26.5  by  the  26th  Division,  the  regiment  passes  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  58th  Infantry  Brigade  and  so  remains  until  8:00  o'clock, 
18th  Oct.  18,  at  which  hour  the  Commanding  General  57th  Infantry 
Brigade   assumes   command   of   the   SUB-SECTOR   GRAY. 

•/.  Each  C.R.  will  be  held  with  one  battalion  in  the  front  line. 

Until  the  capture  of  Hill  361,  additional  strength  may  be  used  in  the 
SUB  SECTOR  GRAY. 

Machine  guns  will  be  freely  used;  Stokes  mortars  and  37  mm.  guns 
will  likewise  be  used  in  the  defensive  system. 

V.  The  114th  Infantry  upon  being  relieved  from  duty  with  the  18th  Divi- 
sion   (French)    will   constitute  the  division  reserve. 

VI.   The  divisional  artillery  will  be  organised  for  the  defense  of  the  sector 
in  accordance  with  the  above  dispositions. 

MORTON, 
Major   General. 

distribution  :       (Omitted.) 
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FIELD  ORDERS  20  October  18—23:30  o'clock 

No.      22 

MAPS:     VERDUN— B  1/20,000;  SPECIAL  17th  AC,  special  29th  div.  1/10,000 
I.  A  combined  attack  by  the  29th  and  26th  Divisions  will  be  made  on  D 
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day,  at  H   hour,  with  the  purpose  of  taking  the  ridge  of  the  BOIS 
D'ETRAYES. 

II.  The  possession  by  the  29th  Division  of  the  GRANDE  MONTAGNE 
gives  an  opportunity  for  attacking  in  an  Easterly  direction.  Con- 
sequently, the  29th  Division  and  the  adjoining  element  of  the  26th 
Division  will  both  attack  facing  East  from  the  present  sector  GRAND 
MONTAGNE. 

III.  ZONE  OF  ACTION  AND  OBJECTIVES:     (See  attached  map). 

Limit   between    115th    and    116th    Infantry: 

Point    25.7 — 82.5    to    point    where    ravine    leading    toward '  ETRAYE 

crosses  meridian  26. 

Limit  between  113th  and  116th  Infantry: 

Depot   at   25.6—82.2;    crest   of   ridge   at   26.6—82.2;    fork   of   narrow 

gauge  railroad   at  27.2 — 82.4. 

Limit   between  113th  Infantry  and   26th    Division: 

Point  25.8 — 81.8  East  to  point  26.9 — 81.8;  thence  Northeast  to  normal 

objective  at  point  27.4 — 82.2. 

IV.  GENERAL  PLAN  OF  ACTION: 

1 — The  29th  Division  will  push  its  advance  vigorously  to  the  normal 
objective.  The  protection  of  the  left  flank  will  be  in  part  provided 
by  a  Covering  attack  by  the  115th  Infantry,  of  limited  extent,  toward 
the    Northeast. 

2 — A  halt  of  approximately  one  hour  will  be  made  on  the  intermediate 
objective  for  the  purpose  of  reorganizing  the  units,  of  coordinating 
the  action  of  infantry  and  artillery  ami  of  providing  for  passage  of 
the  lines  if  necessary.  The  advance  from  the  intermediate  objective 
will  be   made  at    II    plus  .'I   hours,    10  minutes. 

V.  INFANTRY : 

1 — The    infantry    will    attack    with    the    two    brigade!    side    by   side,    the 

58th  Brigade  with  regiments  side  by  side,  the  57th  Brigade  with  one 

regiment  in  line. 

2 — The  covering  attack  will  be  made  by  the  L15th  [nfantry,  attacking 

with    one    battalion,    in    a    Northeasterly    direction,   attaining    the    cover 

ing    line. 

o — The  battalion  of  tie-    Moth   Infantry  now   holding  the  C.B.    MOLLE- 

VILLP:    FA  KM    will    be    relieved    by    the    passage    through    its   lines   of 
the  battalion    of   the    115th    Infantry   making   the   covering   attack,   and 
is  then   at   the  disposal   of  the   regimental   commander. 
4 — The    113th   Infantry   and    1  Kith    Infantry    will   attack    with   one   bat- 
talion   of  each   regiment  in    the   line. 

5—  PASALLEL  OF  VEPABTUBE: 

113th   and    110th    Infantry:      A    North  and  South    line   through    MOL 

LEvTLLE   FA  KM. 

H5tfl    Infantry:       The    general    line    25.4—82.5;    25.0      88.1, 
In.ts    in     front    of    the    line    25.0  —88.1  j    25.4—82.5;     MOLLKVILLE 
FAKM,   will  be   withdrawn   to  that    line  on    I)  day  at    B    minus  2  hours 
to   allow    of   artillery    preparnt  ion    on    the   hostile    first    line. 


400  29TH  DIVISION 

6 — The  open  ground,  from  the  parallel  of  departure  to  the  West  edge 
of  BULTRUY  BOIS  will  be  crossed  in  one  rush. 

The  infantry  will  advance  at  the  rate  of  100  meters  in  10  minutes 
to  the  intermediate  objective,  where  it  will  halt  for  approximately 
one  hour  to  reform  organizations;  it  will  continue  the  advance  at  the 
same  rate  to  the  normal  objective  STARTING  AT  H  PLUS  3  HOURS 
10  MINUTES. 

7 — Assaulting  battalions  will  be  relieved  only  if  absolutely  necessary. 
Each  will  be  pushed  to  its  limit. 

To  each  assaulting  battalion  will  be  assigned  one  machine  gun  com- 
pany, the  Stokes  mortar  and  37  mm.  platoons. 

8 — On  reaching  the  covering  line,  the  normal  objective  and  the  line 
connecting  the  two,  this  new  front  will  be  immediately  organized  and 
entrenched. 

VI.  LIAISON: 

The  Commanding  General,  57th  Infantry  Brigade,  will  establish 
with  the  26th  Division  a  mixed  combat  liaison  group  of  one  platoon 
of  infantry  and  one  section  of  machine  guns.  Existing  combat  liaison 
between  this  division  and  the  15th  Colonial  Division  on  the  left  will 
remain  the  same.  Combat  liaison  between  brigades  and  regiments 
according  to  the  Divisional  Plan. 

Watches  will  be  synchronized  daily  until  D  day  by  the  Division 
Signal    Officer. 

VII.  RESERVE: 

The  114th  Infantry  and  110th  M.G.  Bn.  will  constitute  the  Division 
Reserve.  The  114th  Infantry  will  be  at  H  hour  in  a  position  in 
readiness  at  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES.  The  110th  M.G.  Bn.  will 
execute  fire  of  position  from  H  minus  45  minutes  to  H  hour  on  the 
hostile  first  line,  from  the  edge  of  the  woods  South  of  MOLLEVILLE 
FARM.     It  will  then  be  held  in  readiness  at  the  COTE  DES  ROCHES. 

VI IT.    / — For  use  of  the  artillery,  see  Artillery  Plan. 

2 — Barrage  plans  will  conform  to  the  above  infantry  time  table. 
3 — To  each  infantry  regiment  will  be  assigned  one  battery  of  75 's. 
4 — The  artillery  preparation  will  start  at  H  minus  45  minutes. 

IX.  AIR   SERVICE: 

1 — The  infantry  plane  will  mark  the  infantry  line  at  H  plus  45 
minutes;  H  plus  2  hours;  H  plus  3  hours;  H  plus  4  hours  15  minutes 
and  II  plus  6  hours. 

2 — The  4th  Balloon  Company  is  assigned  to  the  division.  It  will  re- 
main  in   its   present  position   at   COHERES. 

j__Tho  area  South  of  the  line  ETRAYE— LE  HAUT  CHENE  will  be 
kept  under  observation  for  signs  of  enemy  activity. 

X.  No  change  in  administrative  details. 

No   change   in   P.C.  ,s. 

MORTON, 
Major  General. 
distribution:    (Omitted.) 
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Copy  No—.  HEADQUARTERS   29TH  DIVISION 

AMERICAN  EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES, 
FRANCE 
SECRET  G-3 

FIELD   ORDERS,  27  October  18,   12:00  o'clock 

No.    24. 

MAPS:      montfaucon,  1:50,000.     verdun — B,  1:20,000.     special 

I.  The  29th  Division  will  be  relieved  in  the  Sector  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE  by  the  158th  Infantry  Brigade,  of  the  79th  Division.  The 
29th  Division  moves  by  marching  to  the  vicinity  of  VERDUN,  thence 
by  bus  to  the  VAVINCOURT  billeting  area. 

II.  The  17th  Army  Corps  directs  that  this  Brigade  of  the  79th  Division 
hold  the  sector  with  regiments  side  by  side,  each  regiment  with  two 
battalions  in  the  front  line,  one  in  support.     To  facilitate  the  relief, 

the   29th   Division   will   adopt   these   dispositions. 

III.  In   accordance  with  the  foregoing,   the  following   organization   of  the 
Sector  GRANDE  MOXTAGNE  is  announced— (See  attached  map). 

1.  Sub-sector  BLUE:  On  the  left,  the  meridian  24.0.  On  the  right, 
the  line:  Point  26.5—83.5;  ETRAYE  Ravine  at  Point  26.0—82.5; 
Point  25.2—81.7;  thence  South  along  the  MALBROUCK— COTE 
338   ROAD. 

2.  The  Sub  sector  BLUE  is  divided  into  the  Centers  of  Resistance 
RICHENE  and  MOLLEVILLE  FARM.  Division  between  Centers 
of  Resistance:  Western  edge  of  HOIS  DB  LA  GRANDE  MON- 
TAGNE;  Point  24.7—81.8  on  CONSENVOYE—  RICHENE  ROAD; 
thence   South    along   meridian   24.7. 

3.  Sub  sector  GRAY:  On  the  left,  the  right  boundary  of  sub  sector 
&LUE.  On  the  right,  the  line:  Point  29.0—82.8;  Ravine  between 
BOIS  DE  WAVRILLK  and  BELLEU  BOIH  at  Point  27.6—81.7; 
RAVINE  DK  MOLLEVILLE  al  Point  86.6—61.5;  thence  South 
along  meridian  2f>.f>. 

4.  The    sub  sector    GRAY    is    divided     into    the    Tenters    of    Resistance 
ETBATE    and    WAVRILLK.       Division    between    Centers    of    Resis 
tance:        Point     27.5 — 83.6  J     Observatory    on     Cote    861;     Point     in 

RAVINE  DB  MOLLEVILLE  ;.t  26.0—81.7;  thence  along  meridian 

26.0. 

IV.  Preliminary   moves   will   be   nut rlc   «'ih    follows: 

1.  The   58th    Infantry   Brigade   with   the    L16th    Infantry    in   the   line    is 

assigned  to  the  Sub-sector  BLujs. 

2.  The  115th  Infantry  will  hold  the  front  assigned  with  two  battalions 
and  a  machine  gnu  Company  in  the  first  line;  one  battalion  in  sup- 
port. 

3.  The  necessary  reliefs  in  this  sub  sector  will  be  effected  during  the 
night    27  28    October    1*. 

4.   The  57th    Infantry   Brigade,  with   the   114th    Infantry   in   the  line   is 

assigned    to   the   Sub  sector  GRAY, 
.7.   The    114th    Infantry  will  hold   its   front   with   two  battalions  and   a 

machine  gun   Company    in   the   first    line,   one   battalion    in   support. 
(',.   The  necessary   reliefs   in    this  sub  sector   will   be  effected    during   the 

night   28  29  October   18. 
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V.     1.  Upon   relief   of  the   116th  Infantry    (less   those   elements   in  C.R. 
ETRAYE),  it  passes  into  Brigade  Reserve. 
2.  Upon  relief  of  the  113th  Infantry  it  passes  into  Division  Reserve. 

VI.  Relief  by  79th  Division: 

1.  Relief  of  infantry  units  by  the  79th  Division  will  commence  on 
the  night  28-29  October  and  will  be  completed  on  the  night  29-30 
October,  in  accordance  with  attached  Relief  and  Movement  Table. 

2.  Reconnaissances  will  be  made  by  regimental,  battalion  and  com- 
pany commanders  during  the  day  preceding  their  entry  into  the 
line: 

By  316th  Infantry— 28  October  18. 

By  315th  Infantry— 29  October  18. 

Guides  will  be  provided  by  Commanding  Generals  57th  and  58th 
Infantry  Brigades  on  October  28th  and  29th,  respectively. 

3.  Command  passes  in  each  C.R.  and  Sub-sector  on  the  completion  of 
the  infantry  relief  in  that  C.R.  or  Sub-sector,  on  confirmation  by 
next    higher    authority. 

4.  Regimental  and  battalion  commanders  and  the  Commanding  Gen- 
eral, 58th  Infantry  Brigade,  will  remain  with  their  successors  until 
noon  of  the  day  following  the  relief;  one  officer  of  each  brigade, 
regimental  and  battalion  staff  and  of  each  machine  gun  company 
in  the  line,  will  remain  with  the  relieving  unit   for  24  hours. 

VII.  1.   The   details   of  the   Artillery   relief  are   to   be   prescribed  by  the 

Chief    of    Corps    Artillery. 

2.  The  relief  of  Engineers  and  Signal  Troops  will  be  made  during 
the  same  period  as  that  of  the  infantry,  after  conference  between 
the  Division  Engineer  and  Signal  Officer  of  the  29th  and  79th  Divi- 
sons,    respectively. 

VI I T.  All  units  of  the  79th  Division  will  come  under  command  of  the 
Commanding  General  29th  Division,  upon  entering  the  sector,  and 
will  so  remain  until  the  command  passes. 

IX.  1.  Troops  marching  North  of  VERDUN  will  maintain  a  distance  of 
50  meters  between  platoons  and  groups  of  eight  vehicles;  and  of 
100   meters  between   battalions. 

2.  Billeting   parties   will  precede  their  units  by   -4   hours. 

3.  All  movements  will  be  made  between  the  hours  of  17:00  o'clock 
and  7  :00  o'clock. 

X.     Command  of  the  Sector  GRANDE  MONTAGNE  passes  to  the  Com- 
manding General,  79th  Division,  at  8:00  o'clock,  30  October  18. 

XI.      Administrative    orders    follow. 

Division  Headquarters  closses  at  VACHERAUVILLE  at  8:00 
o'clock,  30  October  18,  and  opens  at  MARGUERITE  COLLEGE, 
VERDUN,  at  the  same  hour  and  date. 

MORTON, 
Major   General. 
distribution:      (omitted). 
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Copy  No—.  HEADQUARTERS   29TH  DIVISION 

AMERICAN  EXPEDITIONARY  FORCES, 
FRANCE 
B  TCRET  ,  G-3 

FIELD  ORDERS,  28  October  18—15:00  o'clock 

No.   25 

MAPS:       MONTFAUCON    1/50,000    VERDUN    B    1/20,000    SPECIAL. 

I.  The  Division  moves  by  bus,  its  transport  by  marching,  from  the 
vicinity  of  VERDUN  to  a  training  area,  approximately  one-half  on 
the  29th,  the  remainder  on  the  31st  October  18,  in  accordance  with 
Bussing,   Movement   and  Billeting  Table  to  be  published  later. 

II.  The  units  named  below  move  tomorrow,  29th  October  18,  embussing  in 
the  area  named.  Hour  of  embussing  and  exact  location  of  bus  trains 
will  be   published   later. 

113th   Infantry  XIXEVILLE  ROAD  CIRCUIT 

116th    Infantry  GLORIEUX  "  " 

111th  M.G.  Bn.   (less  2  cos.)   NIXKVILLE 

112th  M.G.  Bn.    (less  2  cos.)  "  " 

1st  Bn.   104th  Engineers  HAUDAINVILLE 

One-half  Sanitary  Train  GLOBEEUX    ROAD    OIBCUIT 

HI.     l. — The  animal  transportation  of  each  organization,  under  command 

of  an  officer,  marches  at  17:00  o'clock  of  the  day  the  unit  cm 
bn0S6S.  The  first  stage  will  he  in  the  general  area  of  SOI  ILLY; 
subsequent    staging    areas    will    be    prescribed     later. 

2_Route    for    animal  drawn    transport:     7EBDTJN— DUGNY— SEN- 

ONCOUBT-  soriLLY. 
3 — Personnel  in  excess  of  that  required  to  march  with  the  transporl 

will    move    by    bus. 

4 — Boiling    kitchens    Will    be   transported    in    trucks    of   the    29th    l>ivi 
sion    trains,   on    the   date   the   unit    to    which    they    belong    moves   by 

bus,  under  detailed  arrangements  to  be  published  in  administra 
tive  orders. 

." — Movement    will   cease   and    troops   will    be    in    concealment    by    !>:00 

o'clock,  excepting  tin-  necessary  movement   to  the  bus  columns. 

IV.      1 — Strict    road    discipline    will    be    preserved. 

2— The     VBBDUN— BAB     LE     DUO    highway    is    reserved     for    motor 
transport    and    will    not    be   used    by   troops   or   animal  d  ra  \vn    trans 

port. 

Troops  and    animal  -drawn    transport   crossing  this   road    will   do  ho 
with    the    least     practicable    interrupt  ion    to    traffic    on    that     road. 

V.    The    following    Changes    in    Movement    and     Relief    Table    accompanying 
Field  Orders  \o.  24  are  made   in  compliance  with  orders,   XVII   Army 

Corps: 
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MOVEMENT  AND  BELIEF  TABLE 


Hem     Night 
No.      Oct. 


Unit 


From 


To 


Route 
Via 


Remarks 


13 

28/29 

111th  M.G.  Bn 
(less  2  Cos) 

SECTOR 
1     •-  * 

BELLEVILLE 

BRAS 

Precedes 
115th  Inf 

14 

28/29 

112th  M.G.  Bn 
(less  Co.  B) 

SECTOR 

do 

do 

do 

16 

29/30 

115th  Inf. 

VICINITY 

MOULIN 

REGRET 

to 

VERDUN 

BRULE 

19 

116th  Infantry   (less  1st  Bn.)   will  clear  BRAS  by  20:00  o'clock. 


MORTON, 
Major  General. 


distribution:      (Omitted.) 
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LETTER  OF  COMMENDATION  FROM  THE  COMMANDING 
GENERAL  XVII  FRENCH  ARMY  CORPS. 

(Translation) 

October  31,  1918. 
My   dear   General   Morton: 

At  the  time  when  the  29th  Division  leaves  the  sector  of  the  XVII  Army 
Corps,  I  wish  to  let  you  know  how  much  I  was  honored  to  have  it  temporarily 
i.iulrr  my  command,  and  I  wish  to  express  to  you  all  the  satisfaction  it  gave 
me. 

On  October  8th  one  of  the  brigades  stormed,  with  splendid  dash,  the  dif- 
ficult heights  of  Malbrouck  and  the  powerful  defenses  of  the  Bois  De  Consen- 
voye. 

On  the  10th,  the  other  brigade  advanced  beyond  the  heights  of  Ormont 
to  capture  the  Bois  de  la  Reine. 

Since  then,  the  whole  division  has  been  employed,  with  splendid  persever- 
ance and  unfailing  energy,  in  carrying  the  fortified  Clairiere  de  Molleville, 
and    the   Grande    Montague   and   Bois   d'Etrayes   areas. 

The  combat  and  weather  conditions  were  hard  most  of  the  time.  The  29th 
Division  daunt  lessly  overcame  them,  took  a  total  of  about  2000  prisoners, 
guns,    machine    guns    and    important    material. 

Will  you  kindly  express  to  your  splendid  troops,  your  General  Staff,  and  to 
your  Services,  all  the  thanks  of  the  General  Commanding  the  XVII  Army 
Corps,  and  of  their  French  comrades  for  their  effective  and  zealous  co-opera- 
tion. 

I  am  sure  that   under  your  command  the  29th  Division  will  soon  win  new 

laurels. 

Please  believe,  my  dear  General,  in  the  expression  of  my  most  grateful  and 

devoted  sentiments. 

H.  CLAUDEL, 
General  Commanding  the 
XVII  French  Army  Corps. 
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